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PREFACE. 

A T the conclu lion of the war with France and Spain, m 
the year 1763, a war which crowned the arms of Bri- 
tain with immortal honour, viftory attending wherever her 
'ftandard was erefted, her enviable glory and increafing com- 
merce became a fource of diffatisfaction to the feveral Euro- 
pean Powers, though none had the hardihood to difpute her 
pretenfions, or contend the right flie had acquired by her 
conquefts. On the contrary, at once the terror, envy, and 
admiration of furroundiug nations, her proteclion wa:* foli- 
cited by the weakell, her friendfhip and alliance courted by 
the haughticft. Infinite debt, it is true, had been accumu- 
lated in the profecution of the war, yet the people bore it 
without murmur, as its fuccefs, while it raifed the national 
character, promifed new channels of wealth to lighten its 
incumbcrance. Thefe they had the profpeft of long enjoying 
without interruption, fo effeftually had the ambition of 
France and the pride '^'Spain been humbled andchaftifed : 
The former, after an obflinate ftruggle of feven years, defeated 
in every hope, flripped of the molk valuable of her foreign 
fettlements, and poflefling only the remahis of aihattered 
na\y, equally incapable of protecting her own trade or an- 
xioying her neighbour's ; and the latter, in the fhortconteft 
often months, the ugh fanguinely anticipating the death- 
blow of Britain's gfeatnefs, by uniting her llrength to that 
of France at the latter p:irt of the war, diltrefTed in her trade, 
almoft ruined in her navy, and fuccefsfuUy invaded in her 
national trealurcs, excited to a ftate of intcftine commotion 
near approaching to rebeliion,from her unfuccefsful meafures, 
and the people confidering themfelves merely as the dupes of 
French policy 'and its infidious Cabinet. 

In thefe circumftances, therefore, it doubly became the 
duty of our Britifh negociators, or rather peace-makers, to 
be cautious what they conceded or retained, as on their vigi- 
lance in this depended the intrinfic value of our victories. 
That they were not fo, experience has too fatally proved, in 
xxrifying the predictions of the time; vhich were, however 
unfortunately treated as the idle chimeras of fpeculative poli- 
tician^, or the malignant effufions of party malevolence. Thus 
what was moft valuable for Britain to hold was relinquifhed ; 
2nd that w^hich flie could not pofiefs without difiEbcv^l^ %sA 
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danjrer fledfaftly maintained. Canada, which promifed little, 
rcferved ; and the Weft-India Iflands, from wliich we had 
every thing to hope, given up : A conceflion repugnant to 
every principle of prudence, and the reverie of every maxim 
ot found policy. Canada pofleiTed by France, and the Flo- 
ridas by Spaiu, would have been the beil bond offcr.uriiy 
for the attachment of the Britith Colonies to their Parent 
State. Skirted on their continent by fuch powerful enemies, 
they muft have remained dependent on Britain ; or, at le ill 
the 3cra of their Independence been protracted beyond any 
conjcftural time ; While the additional influx of trade, and 
its concomitant wealth from the Iflands, muft have added 
ftrength to the power of Britain. Therevcrfe condu5l:, how* 
ever, governed our negociators, and every confcqucnt cffeck 
has flowed from their miftakcn policy; this, indeed, long 
before the commencement of hofiilitics with the Colonilts 
was foretold by thit able French General and politician 
Montcalm. It has oh en been obferved ot Britain, that what 
flie gains by arms fhe lofes by 7rt ; and that though ihe beat 
the Frencli in the field, they overcome her in the clofct ; nor, 
indeed, waK political prediction ever mure trul^ vcri^ed tliaQ 
in this inftancc. 

The Colonitt<< were thus freed of their ho^'ile neighbour, 
who kept them in continual alarms ; andtheirthoughts were, 
tiierefore, diverted to other objecls than ftcurity. Extended 
commerce unfolded its golden profpccls to their view, and 
every encouragement was given them in itspurfuitby Britain* 
But their harmony and mutual adv^intage in their relative 
connection boded too much good to the Empire to remain 
uninterrupted : Jealouly of its growing f reatnefs, and un- 
. equalled profpcrity, inflamed the powers of Europe; but while 
united, they knew them invulnerable by oj>cn attack ; and 
therefore they attempted to compals by art what their com^ 
bined force could not cfTccl by arms. Fi'ance, ftill recking 
in her wounds, and vindictive in her refeniment, became 
moft forward in this agency of Maclnvelian policy ; and in^ 
ftead of afting the part of a great nation, meanly ftoopcd to 
that of the Goddcls of Difcord, and moft fuccelsfully thrcf 
her contaminated apple.' In this ihe was too well aided fa 
the rapacity of needy and impolitic Governors, whofe in 
prudent meafures gave unpopularity to thofe^cts of Govcit 
'^catthsit mie^Iit other wife have been ^LCCoxoftiQdited to th 
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^iflies of the Colonifts ; who knowing how n?.urh they prc^r 
ponderated in the fcale of Britain's greatncft, prcfumed on 
their confequence ; and forgetful ot the laviili bounties- b)r 
which flie had nurtured them to maturity, viewed her rnord 
in the light of a ftcp than a natural mother. Every mcafurc. 
prcpofed was rejefted* and ever)' act magnified into a dcfpotic 
^dict : In vain was Statc-neceflity urged — the tyrant's plca^ 
faid they, is the fame. Indeed, there ii:ight be fome juftice 
in the allegation ; for in proportion to the obftinacy of the 
one increafed the exaftion of the other. ^ To trace the caules 
of the war to the firll public mcafure which excited difcontent 
in the Colonics wi^yld be here unneccilary, as the Stamp Act 
will with more propriety be noticed in the courfe of the 
woik. It may be neceffary, however, tofuggcft the means 
which were uftd to inflame, and the arts fabricated to mif^ 
lead. In the brief recapitulation of which we have no wilii 
to revive animofities that are now healed, or repeat old grie- 
vances farther than as they ferve for a clue to that period 
with which our Hittory commences. 

. Ir is within the recolkclion of m^oft, that the firft appear- 
ances of difatfedion wercmanifeftedin New England^thougk 
the artilices adopted to beget correfpondentientimentsin the 
other Provinces may not be fo generally known. Ncw-Kng- 
l;ind, notwithanding its being the molt unfertile in produd: 
of any part of the ^American continent, has ever been the 
moft prolific in cabal ; inclined thereto from their Itrong 
anti-monrTchical principles, and predilection in favour of 
rcpublicaiiifm. Pamphlets and handbills, replete with fo- 
pliittry aiid f^fdition, were circulated by thcni with unremit- 
ting afliduity. 'Ihe periccution that firllcaufcd the migralion 
of their* anceftots from Britain ingenioufly touched upon, 
^nd iniidiciufly reprel'entcd ; .while the foftering care and pa- 
''cntal tenderncfs with which fhe reared them to power and 
profperityjwere nightly mentioned or difin, enu ufly treated ; 
that 111 chad been more than repaid by their cxcluiivc trade, 
though its profits had not equalled the bounties with which 
file encouraged them, and the war expencesihe had incurred 
On their account. It was urged that the religious perfccution 
^'I\ich had compelled them to leek an afyluni beyond the At- 
lantic, Britain had in contemplation to renew under the pre- 
textofneceli'ary taxation, and bytha^ tv\eat\^TcciMcev\viKs\Vc^ 
,^ abjecl fta/e o/ vaiTalagc. T^cy, ludtcA^ xixc \iOLX« v^ 
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maik their objcci, agreed to raJfe the ag;2;regate fum rcquiredj^^ 
but at the laaic time under fuch degrading reftriclion.s, with 
rcfpcd to the mode, as rendered it incompatible with the ho- 
nour, and too derogatory to.the dignity of Britain to accept. 
Hcrr reFutal gave them every advantage they widied, inal'much ♦ 
:ls it a.TordcJ thoic opportunities ot mirreprefentation beft 
calculated to convert and inflame. But even heie they did 
not rell ; for, iVarful left the flame they had kindled Ihould 
too fpcediiy expire, the very A&s w*luch|alTedin the Britifti 
Sci;aicwerc reprinted in Bofton, but with fuch alieratiom 
and tiddilions astheyknew werebcft calculated to ferment the 
fplrir of ihe people. The type, fize, and every ci* cumftancc 
t;f rtfcmblance, was fo nicely attended to, that the n-.oft ac- 
rur.ue eye n.ight be dciti\cd into a belief of their coming 
irom iht prci's of lie King's Printer. It may be urged futn i 
iorgrry was o;^cn to detection. -Adnutted ; it was f o ; but ' 
then it was u) much out of the hacknicd road of common 
deception, that no fufpicion was entertained which ci^uld 
}cad to tiie difcovery. Ihe genuine Acls fent over were 
but *e\v in r.um!:cr to the purpofe of their information, and 
thofc moJtly icil into the h un^i?^ of the very people who gene- 
rated the iJ^n, and fublLiiutcd the fiftitious ones in their 
fiead. (^ur Govcrnorsi h:.d at f:rli no thought of the fubter* 
inge, and were tb.erefore unprepared to repel its confcquent 
effect, till the informal ion was ftanipod beyoiid the reach of 
tontradidion ; t!ie fwwrd unflieathed, an«l the fcabbard 
tiir£>vvn nwav. — buch, ainoiv^ manv (.'th.ers, were the artifices '' 

• l;y whiclil he minds of the people were alienated from their 
;ifCgiauCv:, fomented in their divifion?, ai)ettf^d in their ftrug- 

. f;k^, ;ind anftcd in ^their neccflities, by the jc/int co-opera- 
tion of French poliiics and gold, long bct(;re the treacherous 
jnalk v.TiS i;)rn oil, aiid l}ofiilities openly commenced. ! 

If then, on the v hole, as fome violent pirt!7ai;s have af- "' 
fL^rtcd, /\me:ica mi.s loft through the inllcicibility of the ■ 
Briiifh Paili.iincni, might it not with more than equal truth ]^ 
be retorted, that the Colonics were unlinked from, their pa- ; ^ 
rental bond bv the obft.i'iacv of t!:e Americin Concrefs ;— ; 
For in no pciitimi, renionllrance, or by whatever othor:-^ 
name their autheil.'s ir.ay Ic called, did they recede an iota' ^ 
from w hat tl,i y at llrft infilled on ; every thing was reqiiircd,^ ^ 
but no i^2x\\Sic of claim al;andoned. 

quIHiweiit ;2cf;2;i:r c J thut ci:ibraced cont: 
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If, then, therefore, the Britifh Senates were either ri^ht or 
vrong iq the firft inftance,)as no cc nftitutionAl flcp^s that 
:ould lead to lca;al inveftigation of the difputed rights were 
aken,fuch petitions were in reality but a mockery of their 
jower, and infulting to their dignity, and confequently 
X)uld not be taken cognizance of^by theni ; lincc, however 
pecious their pretext, they were calculated to widen the 
3reach they purpofed to heal. Or|if, as others have aflcrted, 
t turned nnerely upon the punftilio ofwhoihouhi concede 
£rft, the Parent State or the Colonies, it would be an infulc 
:o fuppofe any difpaffionate and difinterefted perfon would 
aefitatein faying/* The Offspring*." Inafmuchasitisfar better 
:o be without fubjcfts, than poffeffed of fuch as will not be 
governed by the common laws of their country without 
coercion. They are now feparated ; and whether the Mother 
Country will be humiliated by their lofs, or the States of 
America aggrandized by her Independence, in any degree 
equal to the prophetic prediftions of fome politicians, yet 
refts in ihe womb of lime to difcover. 

We cannot conclude this introduction better than in the 
\!^ords of an hiftorian, who, fpeaking of the part France took 
immediately after the peace of Paris, fays, "The firft fteps 
flic took were to employ her fecretemiffaries in fpreadinp^dif- 
iatisfa^ion among thd Britifli Colonifts. Their, importance 
wasdelcribed in tnemon:flatteringcolours,and their ftrcngth. 
reprefented as an objeft of greater magnitude than the pof- 
fcffors fcemcd aware of. The partiality of Great-Britain to 
her own interefts, in the various regulations of their com- 
merce abroad, and adminiftration at home, was depicledin 
the ftrongeil light. No infinuations, in fli )rt, were wanting 
to excite a fpirit of difcpntent throughout the Colonies, and 
toinfufe a notion, that it would be highly for their intereft 
to caft off all dependence, and to ftand entirely upon their 
own ground, free from all the {hackles and rcftramts with 
twhich they were at prcfent loaded. 

" Thefe fentimeuts were fs^r from unacceptable to a people 
^already prepoffeffed in favour of that liberty which was fo 
temptm^y held out to their perceptions, and no lefs preju- 
diced again ft the prerogatives exercifed over them in fuch a 
variety of fhapcs. They were in;thc fituation of an individual 
bordering on manhood, and who beginning to feel hU\v^>x^^ 
is ho longer wMng to fubmit to mudi (;qiiXxq>A« 
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^^ The cfTcds produced by the machinations of the Fr:*nch^ 
were prccifcly Iiich as liicy had intended and expected. The 
ilifpoiitioa of the inhabitants ofNortii America began gra- 
dually to alter from that warmth of attachment to the Mother 
Country which had fo particuiarly charaftcrizcd them. They 
began to yicw her rather in the light of a fovcreign than of 
a p.irent, and to examine, with a fcrupulous nicciy, the na- 
ture of tliofe ties that rendered them parts other great em* 
pire. * 

'1 hus bricffy have we ftated the arts uC^d to produce t'\e 
incidents that lead on to the difmemberment of theBriuia 
Empire, and the emancipation of the American Colonies, by 
the Declaration of Independence — ^not from the bias of poli- 
tical prejudice, but as conceiving their notice elFcntially ne- 
ceflary to preface The History of the War. In the pro- 
fecution ot which we purpofe that obfervancc of impartiality 
wfiich can alone give value to Hiftory ; to record tronx 
known fachimd authentic document^*, rather than mifre* 
prefcnt froni party .prejudice or fplcnetic malevolence. Ke- 
coUeckinir, that however clofe the connexion, or tender the 
fie» formerly fubfifcing between the two countries may have 
keen, they are now feparate nations, with equal claims on 
tliexandour of the Hiftorian. Viewing them in this light, 
and treating the fubjcA in this manner, we doubt not of 
aflfording fatisfaftion to oar Readers— treafuring in remcm* 
%{suice the energetic admonition of Shakefpcar — 
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AMERICA now fufficicntly con- 
vinced af her own impoFtances 
\<nn ID a fitiMtion already ripe for rc- 
volr, when thctfe meafures took place 
in (treat Butain. 

The war that Great Britain ha^ 
waged n^ainfl the united (Ircngth of 
the Hnufe of Bourbon, thoo^rh 
highly fuccefefuly had betn equally 
npenGre. The triunfiphs of our 
fleets and armies in fo many parts 
of the WD) Id* had been purchafed 
■t an ercrmoYis price ; and both 
the bhsod ind trcafure of the ni- 
tion had btfen profufed to obtain 
tleni. '1 ho- debts contra<^ed by the 
yittion in thefupport of the lall and 
^rmec wars, amoiiLt^d to the a- 
' ipazing fum of one hundred aitd 
^tiity eight millions ; for which an 
inUfcA' of acit Hvc miUioas wat 



annu:dly paid. Tbffe immenfc 
charges were born with a patience 
and cquAitiihity not inferior to the 
fpiric and refolution with which they 
had been incurred ; but they were 
a hiad under which the nation began 
to llagirer. 

Taxes of every denomination wrrc 
levied upon the pulilic. tvery binr.cfi 
ofbufintfi was examined; and cv'.ry 
ehannil of trade explored, in crdcr 
to aflci'-t them with their proportiuit 
of cortr'butious. 

After llralninrr, app;irently to 
thtir utmoft bearing, the refourccJT 
left at I'ome, the idea was fuggelled 
of calling in the a fit (lance of the Co- 
loni 8, in a more dirtCl and ex^iicit 
manner th??n had hitherto been dv\\\^,\ 
As l\\e \a\e c\a^rc'\ V-a.^ \\^t'tv 
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and as thty derived t!ie great and 
principal benefitft of the peace. It 
V/9S thought equitab?e they fhuuli 
make fome more than comnaon re- 
turns for thnfe advantages. 

Their ability to contribute largely 
to the common exigencies, w<ib deem* 
cd indubitable ; but their willi.ig* 
nefa was no lefs called in q*itAi(>n ; 
and it was reprefented as an attempt 
full of danger, to make ufe of com- 
puKinn in caCe they (hould rcrfufe. 

Whatever mijrht be the ncceflitits 
of the mother cotmtry, the C )K>nic8 
verc fully peifuat^id that the fole 
and exctufive enjoyment of their 
whole trade, was a tax in itfclf 
more than proportionably adequate 
to all thofe that were levied upon the 
people of Great Britain. 

1 his plea had Uvidoubtcdly its 
wei);ht in the apprchcufiun of all 
moderate and impartial people ; but 
\ihi\e they allowed the 04 «nllls to 
alledge it as a reafoo for treating them 
with great lenity in the point of 
taxation, they did not, at the fame 
time, imagine that it was a conclusive 
argument for t^ieir declining to af« 
ford any other kind of relief to the 
parent ftate. 

Enjjiand in fccurln;? to itfclf the 
fxclufive trade of her Colonics, a£^ed 
upon a prmciple adopted by all 
modern nationa. She Vid no mo-c 
•than follow the example Tt before 
her by the Spaniards and Portuguefe ; 
but (he followed it with a lenity to 
which tbegovernment in thofe aatiuos 
isaa utter Granger. 

li^ planting thefe did ant Colonies, 
(he endowed them -with every privi- 
lege enjoyed by her fubjedtn at home : 
She leftthrm at full hhcrty to go- 
vern themfelvcs, and of framing fnch 
laws and regulations, as the wifdom 
of their own Icgiflatores fliould point 
out as neccflary for the good of the 
community over « hich they prefidrd. 
lolhoit, me gavf tbcm the am{left 
powtn to provide for and puifue 
iAdr itQfcdivc iuttn^Bp in the 



• 

manner they faw fit ; refervmg 
only the benefit of their trade, and 
of a political couuedtion under the 
fame foverei^n. 

The Coloiiies founded by France 
and Hollanl, and before th"?n, by 
Portugal and Spain, dM not ex- 
perience the fam^ iiuiuli^ence. The 
two latter not only claimed the 
monopoly of iheir commerce, but 
governed them in many refpefts 
with a rod of iron : burtheiiing them 
with an cndUTs oliain of ve^itious re- 
gulations ; cramping every exertion 
furtigii to the viewo of tde rulers at 
home, giving no encouragement but 
what tended directly and immedia e- 
ly to their o^rn iutcreft, and pnuilh- 
iiig fcvcrely whatever had a contrary 
tendency. 

Though France and fiol?and did 
not adopt f ci ooprrffive maxims* 
yet thty were, in fait, not much Ufa 
ftriCil and colmcIv. P'l^y fold, as it 
wrrc the property of their Co» 
I'laics t'> mercantile afTociat ions, which 
in c>rdei t) make the moft of their 
bargaia, lo. ded them wiih every in- 
cuuibrarice tbat a monopoliling fpi- 
rii can luvf/ft : felling to ihem the 
commo(^i'.ies cif Europe at an enor- 
mous advance ; ta'iDg the pror^ucc 
of th. ir lanJii at the loA-eft prices 
they could compel them to receive i 
and d fcouraging the growth and 
cuU/vaiion of any more than they 
could difpofe of at an uorearonable 
profit at tiome. 

Such was for a length of ^tirne the 
unju'.t pt)Iicy oblcrved by France, in 
pa<t'Cuiat , towards her Cole n es : the 
confcquences peifectly correfponded 
with (o abfiird and barbarous a fyf- 
tem* Hit tranfmaiine pofTfiiona 
l»)ng remained without any fettled 
form or coniliUncy ; and never cmer« 
ged to any Adtc of profpeiity ; till 
taught by dear-bought experience* 
adminiftratioo faw the necrfii-y of 
t^ing them out of the hands of their 
iiiooopolifers,and placiag her Coio* 
oi&aonthe feaUA^ of other fubje£^ 
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En;;1and never treated her Colo- 
fl'es ill this ungracious, illiberal man- 
ner. Content with the gcieral pro- 
fits fcfuln'ng from their trade, Out left 
it open to every individual in her do- 
minions. She did not confine it to 
particular ports, sl^ in Portugal aod 
Spain, nor give it up to the extor- 
tion of a co(npany of mercliautSi as in 
Holland and France. 

Thus her CoIoiiIiU, norwitliftand- 
ing fome redrittions, poflfclTcd an im- 
tnenfe (lock in tra-e on their own ac- 
count Independently of the dircft 
rcinittance of whatgrewon their lands, 
to the (hipping that failed from Lng- 
land to receive it, they carried on a 
large exportation of their dcmcftic 
commodit'es, which, through the in- 
dulgence of the metropolis, was not 
coQiiucd to her fcle harbours, but ex- 
tended by judicious and wtll- timed 
regulations I to varioua parts of both 
lictnifphtrcs. 

Hence the unreafonable gaini fo 
common in the fale of European 
merchandize, in the SpaniHi and Poi- 
tuguefe colonics, were unknown to 
thofc belonging to Great Britain ; 
where many articles were as cheap 
and fome even cheaper than in Eng- 
bnd itfclf, through the expcrtnefs of 
men convtrfant with bufincfs, in the' 
advantageous management of their 
ftock. 

. Mo fuch thing is fccn in the Spanifh 
and Portugucfe Settlements \ and but 
little of it in the French. Few 
trading veflels belong to the for- 
mer, and ihofc of an inconfiderable 
and ditiiinutivc fize. The capital 
fliips that vifit their harbourf;, arrive 
from thofc of Portugal and Spain. 
Such is the narrow monopolizing dif- 
pniitioD of both thefe countries, that 
they fail in fleets, under the command 
of officers commiflioncd by govern- 
ment, ai if it dreaded to trull them to 
any other 'management. It is but 
latdy the Court of Spain has altered 

bmeofkcr regulations ia this parti- 
cular. 



A gencroCty was to be feen even 
in the rcflndiionsof Great Britain, on 
the trade of her colonies, vihich evi- 
dently (hewed they were not impofed 
in the wantonnefs of power ; but with 
a dcfign to repartition. the cxcrcife and 
profits ofcommcice among the vari- 
ous inhabitauts of her wide-extended 
dominions. 

While her fubjcfls at home were free 
to trade lo all parts of the world, the 
fame pcrmiffion in a numerous varie- 
ty of articles, was granted to her co- 
loniils i the northern climes of Eu- 
rope, and the La ft Indies only, were 
excepted. In Portugal, Spain, Italy, 
throughout the Mediterranean Sti^p 
on the coafts cf Africa, in all the Ame- 
rican hcmiCphcre, the vtfTtU of the 
North American colonies enjoyed the 
mod unbounded and lucraiive com* 
rocrce. 

The encouragement given to this 
commeice was equally wile and bene- 
ficent, (i tended in the diredclt man- 
ner to the improvement of their coun- 
try, by iucrealing its conr.modilirs 
through an abundant exportation, and 
en.>!ing them to clear and cultivate 
the foil, through the furc and conliant 
fale of the valt quantity of umber for 
all kinds of ufes, that accrued from 
the cutting down of their immcnie fo- 
reils. 

BeGde thefc two advantages, belli 
of a capital and ciTer.tial nature, they 
p( fleflcJ others hardly l-fs bcntficiai. 
They canicd lum ai.d lugar, toge- 
ther with the produce of ihoJr tilherics, 
to every maikct within tlic above fpc- 
citicd limits. 'Jhelc brandies em- 
piO\ eJ fuch avail number ot fnippinor, 
that the ports of thofc couiiirics wlicre 
they traded were coi^tinualiy vilitedy 
and often crowded with them. 

True it is, that a number of arti- 
cles wcie alfo appropriated to an ii^i- 
portation into Great Britain cxclufive- 
ly } butuhea we duly confiotrthis 
niaiter, it u ill be found that the very 
nature of the couauU^ v^*^*^^^ ^"i 
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cupatlon at homr-, without rendering 
it any ways neceffary for tiieir pnifpt- 
rlty, that thty (hou'd employ thtm- 
fclvcsfomuch abfoad, as the inhabi- 
tants o( a foil uccupicvi by a itumcr- 
o\i3 people, and whofe tillage bad ia;t* 
cd fur a^c8 

It was reifonable, tbertforc, to al- 
lot them principally t!.e tafk of clear- 
ing and culiivatin^ the immenfe tratia 
they inhabit ; thib wuuld alway<< prove 
a profitable bufintfs, and enable thein 
to procure themfdves, on thtir own 
bottom, a never- falling fund, from 
u'h^ncc to fupply all their wants, and 
to furuiHi, befides, a plentiful fuppiy 
for the purpofcs of trade 

The piouf of this is, that thofe pla- 
ces which aie in tlie lii^jhelt cultiva- 
tion al)ound moli in ilchc8 and people. 
The population of Pc!mfylvania,wh!ch 
vas founded fifty ycais after foqiie of 
the other colc«nie8, bids faifi in t.'me^ 
to exceed them all. 

In the mean time, the trade in 
thofe articles ot which Great Britain 
hath ulervtd the benefit to hcifclf, 
did noi interfere with the main nur- 
fult <'f the Coloniils. This being 
chii'fly llic purchafeof the conveuitn- 
cicaof life, ilic^e was certainly no 
country whtrc the Colon ills could find 
thim genrrally in greater, if fo great 
petfc^Hion ; and, confidtriug their in- 
trinfjc viilu<^, whcte tliey cuuld find 
iJum cheaper. 

Another confideration occurs, and 
that of the moil m.itcrial natute. Tie 
fituatiiin of the Colonies is fwch, that 
it often happens in their dealings a- 
brojd, that a h»ng courfc of credit is 
xiecch'ftiy for them. '1 his they cdo 
find nowhere lut in England. The 
opulence of our merchants is fo iu- 
pcrior to thofe of any otlitr country 
upon earth, that it enabhs rhcm to 
wait for xhe returns of their trace, 
much beyond the lime any oihcts 
can afford. 

Neither (houM it be forgotten, that 
the a'wp!cft h'herly of trading i|) all 
tl/Jr rcdprociil commodhkSf i'ubfificd 



between North America and the En^* 
lifh Weft Indies. This V'a« a fnncf 
from whence thcv derived in-tnenfc 
refoiirces ; as it optnerl a channel 
through which they carrud out a w<irld 
of a:tic!cs of their own product, and 
received fupplies i>ot only for their 
own confamption, but for the de- 
mands ot that exlenfivc commerce 
which they carried on in lo many parrs 
of the i;Iobc. 

'I'hus it appears, that notwrthftand- 
ing the feveral reilraiiits that to(»lc 
place on the American trade, (nnu;^h 
was left to render them a rich a».d 
flourifhing people, 'J'hdt they wire 
fuch in reality, is well known to nil 
who have the leat\ acquaintance with 
that countiy. Jts happinefs was vi- 
fible to all who vifittd it. U* ever any 
country might have been ttyled th.e 
feat of huoian felicity, Britifh North 
Amtrica moft unqueilionably dcfqr* 
ved the appellation. 

To fay that no prrtialilics exifted 
in favour of Great Britain, would cer- 
tainly be a vtoJation of truth ; but 
let au unprejudiced man weigh in the 
fcalc of juftice, tlic condu^ obfervcd 
by Great Britain towards her Colo- 
nies, and that which foreign ftaief 
have purfued iu refpcA to theirs, and 
then let him decide, which is the moft 
confiilent with humanity, juilicc, and 
policy. 

Tnc great complaint of America^ 
w'as the difcourak^eau-at of manufac- 
tures, by confining every prcvince to 
the ufe of its own, and preventing the 
reciprocal importation of their rclpwc- 
live fabrication^. This, it cannot be 
denied, was, a fcvcre regulation ; but 
when we reflcd, oulhe other hand, 
that moft, if not all of the articles 
thus prohibited, could be purchafe4 
at (a cheaper rate from Epgla:>d, the 
idea of feveiity naturally- aontxcd lo 
iucU a prohibition, is much diminitli* 
cd I and it alracft yanifhcs away o» 
the additional coofideralion, thattliC 
bands thus employed would. h>ve 
bua muck more bcceficially taken 
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11 r>, Lor a i;) a piih-ic and In a f ri vatc 
1j;^}i:, in the great aud imj)oruiit 
buftiicfb of agriculiuiCy ot* of liaviga- 

it oii^^bt nivtrtlicltff, to be al- 
lowed, tiiai to curb luc Jifioiiiioii of 
a wiioic pci>iJc towards iv.iy branch 
i,i htdvAlry or in^ciaii'y, ii ainc-Liui^: 
to vrl-.i^h II caiiiii-t be txpcCtcd tl.; c 
human nature uill tAiitcly lubmiu 
I( is vicvvcc! as a ipcci^aib (i< afi.oiii lo 
the u:idt.'rl?.n«Oing. '1 be <ic'!ii!:tiit 
tf Ht fn:i) p«..uililc aiifc iioOi (lu pro* 
bibitiun, is not io much rvilntcd as 
iii-: probibition ithlf. 

As inarilcitidy ibfufvn', vi!! gene- 
rally bc^r o^prcfiicn ir.uoh mere cafi- 
\y than ii fulCi it is ^irobable that i lie 
rigorous injundioits piechidijig the 
fJe of ai.y mar.uta£lure cf their own 
make, btyjitd tiuir pioviucial buiin- 
dafies, appeared to the Americans as 
calculatid to ciulh their native talei.ts 
in the very infancy of their excrtiun, 
and to cut off the vciy hope of ever 
arriving at thwfe advantages to which 
they were of ri^hl intitled. 

Preveiiiionb of this nature are al- 
ways the oii^re odious, ^3 they fccm 
levelled at the abihtiea of a pet^plei 
and dc/igned as it wtie to keep them 
ill a Jliitcuf natural infiriority. For 
fhik rcafon, undoubted!;* y iLey were 
titeemcd a heavy ^rievauce through- 
out the Anicricbn colonies ; a:id 
every ibdividual ecuifpircd, as it were, 
as much as in him !!iy, to cluJc them. 

It Wi:t; probably uwiiv^ to the dif- 
•coiitcitt ttiiilng frtin regulations of 
ihu foit, that the libiruh'iy wiili 
which Gicat Britain a£)ed in cxI.lt 
inliuUCes, was overlooked. She nit 
only abllaincd from the !cy;]i^ of 
duties on her owa nr/iii'-ifiidtircf, but 
took off thof<: on iouign :• lieltk 
«heu cxporicu lo America. ILnln 
bvr conduct V. as vti) difl: rciit \h>ca 
that of the oil er Luiopuan llales with 
regard to their colonilts, whom ihey 
forced to receive fuch goods, loaded 
with all the dntie* thej are charged 
wiiLin ihdrvuu pcrUn 



Vv'liile this indulgence la Red, goodi 
of fine i i: n f i b r i c :; l i o li \v c re ol t e r. con - 
fideriibly lower in piiie, in f.>ine «»f 
the colonies, than in foxe pans uf 
Europe itielf. 

it \\,ih net, therefore, withcct 
ITi eat murmurs and complaints in the 
C;'lcnic.s, thut a i.il!'a'iii.n <.f tliis iii- 
eul^eiice took place iinr.ediately ^f- 
ttr the Mar. Ti^ey lo^iked upon chia 
nAoiure as a prelude lo others liill 
in-'re dil.iguci ble ; ai^d b'gdu to 
think tiiat G:c<it Lritai:! riicant lo 
try !mvv lai ihc nr.ight lender thefli 
fuhfrivicnt to hrr conv'enience, and 
to what extcn: Ihe might do .it uith- 
out f.idange ring lur own intertfts. 

Ti»cy were full of thele ideas 
when the Bvitiih Minittry, alarmed* 
at the aira/ing increife tf i:n"^- 
ghng, andthc prodij;ioui loflcs il oc- 
c.fi-.nul to the revenue, took the 
refolution to ufe every pofiible elfort 
in Older to prevent it. 'Jo this in- 
tent, w!.i>;h in i;ielf was pL-rfwCtly j^i£ 
2nd rcafo':al>le, a ichemc was pro- 
pofed and embraced, which proved 
highly pcr:!ic;oui i:i its coiifcqtienccii, 
and rendered the lemecy much worfc 
than the difeafe. 

A nun^.bir of armed cutters wert 
ftaticned nnmnd the eoalis cf Great 
Britain, to the commanders of which, 
the flricleil orders were ill jed to aft 
m the evpacity of revenue olli.cers. 
'VXwy wtie ei joined to take the li foal 
Cullom-houie oati.s, ai.d to ol;fejvc 
the r« qulalions picietibed by ihenu 

Never wjfc a niure i'l'oininiona 
duty imprfed upo^j nun oK gallantry 
and fpirit It funk the brave and en- 
icrpiiiiug feaman into a mere ti:lt- 
wailir. Tli.M cageri.<rs «.nd zecJ 
which hnJ h-en eiirpl-.ytd in. the 
f.areli cind atiuck c»f ^n cnemv, wa£ 
now eXvreifwd in tlie difecvery and 
f'-izure cf pr(jh'biied ;Teods ; ar.d tlie 
c; uranc w)iieli they had dilDhivcd in 
tlie fervice of their country w;is now 
dirtdlcda^ainli their felLw fuLj^fCts, 

Kad ibeie unw\^e u\i«A\\\t^^ \\vi>»-^ 
ever* b^ca cuuuut^ ^X \\^xcx^ xV.t ^''^ 
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tVey produced would have been fo 
in«jcll ctrcumfcrtbedy chat on due cx< 
pericnce of tbem, tlicy might in 
time have been obviated } but an one 
wrong ftep it generally produdive of 
^theri| the fame orforiunace fpirit 
that planned then) for the coail of 
Britain, extended them to the (hcrcs 
of America. 

I'he outcry was great againA them 
in England ; but in America it was 
outrageous. At it could not be fup* 
pofed that gentlemen brc<l in the 
naval fervice were couverfaot in the 
laws and ufages of the Cuftoro-houfe, 
they were trftjen guilty of infringing 
them. Remedies were at hand in 
England t but in America it was 
difficult, and in fome cafe* aim oil 
impradicable to obtain redrtfsy from 
the tedioufnefs of foronsi and the 
diftance of places. 

To this grievancct which weighed 
heavy throughout a country where 
much liberty of trade had been fuf- 
fered and connived at, another quick- 
ly fucccedrdy no lefs if not more ob< 
noxious to the trading part of the 
community. 

A. lucrative branch of commerce 
liad| for more than a century, been 
carried on between the Britifli iflands 
in the Wed Indies, and the Spanifh 
fettlemcnts on the vail continent of 
South America : it had for many 
Years been largely participated by the 
North American culonics. It waa a 
commerce of the cleared gain and 
benefit to the Biitifh trader ; it con- 
fided in a prodigious excFian^e cf all 
kinds of Biitifh commodities for the 
precious metals. 

Scnfible that the advantrges lay 
entirely on the Gde of Great Britain, 
and was ruinous to the intercds of 
•Spain, that monarchy had always 
oppofed this commerce with all its 
night. Guarda' codas were com- 
fnifiioned to fcour the wide extended 
coads of her American domtniont» 
ftnd to fcize every vtdcl thai ap- 
froMchcA too tktw thcmj a talk 



which they executed with fuch in* 
difcriminarc licence, that it provoked 
the war which broke out between 
Great Britain and Spain, in one 
thoufand fevcn hundred and thirty* 
nine. 

But though this commerce was in 
dire6l oppofition to the orders of 
Spain, and could not therefore he 
confidered as fln'6i!y legal, it certain* 
ly was not the bufiiiefft of Great 
Britain to prevent it. The new fyi- 
tem, however* adopted by the Britifh 
minidry, was puifued as if a con- 
vention had ben made with the 
Span id) Court for that very purpofr* 
ThcBiitifti cruiters adled as if they 
had received their commiflioRS from 
Spain, and were to be rewarded by 
her for dedroying this commerce. 
They did it cffcdtually ; and in a diort 
fpace cf time it was almod wholly 
annihilated. This to the Northern 
Colonies was a deprivation cf the 
mod feriuus natcre. 1 his traffic 
had long proved the mine from 
whence they drew thofe fuppltes of 
gold a nd filver, that enabled them to 
make copious remittances to £ng- 
land, and to provide a fufficiency br 
current fpccie at home. It gave life 
to bufinefs of every dtii )miiiation, by 
the facility with which payments were 
made. A proportionable increafe of 
trade kept pace with this readinefl 
of cad), and a reciprocal circulation 
ofn.oney and merchandifc was eda* 
blidied, to the benciit of all partiei 
concerned. 

A fiidden dop being thus put to 
this frofperous career, ail America 
fch it to its vitals, and btokc out in 
the louded compiaiuts agaiud the 
fcnfle coniplailance of Britain t^ 
Spain: and the ill policy of difoblig- 
ing its own fubj^cls to humour fo« 
reign trp. 

Their complaints were judlj 
founded ; but the evil dar of Britain 
began to predominate : the Minidrr 
continued in the refolutiont they hai 
taken i £oi» as if tbefe had i)ot dcae 

Cuffiucol 
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rnfficient mifchicf, they followed 
thcoi with others no lefs ofTenfive 
to the Americana. 

In the SefTion of Parliament of 
March, one thuufand feven hundred 
lind fixty-fuur, a bill was framed , 
laying heavy duties on the artic'.eft 
imported into the Colonies from the 
French and other iflands in the Well 
Indies; and ordering thcfe duties to 
be ppr^ in fpecie into the Exchequer 
of Great Britain. 

The injuftlce and ahfurdlfy of this 
Dew law, both of \^hich were equally 
gtarinjar, excited afrcfli the murmurs 
uf the CohMiiils. 1 liey reprtfcntcd, 
in th^ iliongeil terms, how inconve- 
nient it was, after depriving them of 
the means of obtaining fpecie, toin- 
lift upon their paying thole duties in« 
to the Britifn Treafury in fpecie alone. 
But that which perpfexed and incei;f* 
ed them more than all the refl, was 
the bill pafied in the fame feilion, to 
reftrain the currency of paper money 
10 the Colonics. 

Thefe new regulations were ohjedls 
of equal furprize and dilpicsfure to 
the people of North America. It 
was a fcheme to them, in fome^re* 
fped, entirely new; aa notwithAand- 
ing various laws had, from time to 
time, been cna^fted, regarding iheir 
commercial intcrcouife, they had ufu* 
ally been made at confidtrable inter* 
▼als, and did not wear that appear* 
■nee of reftraint and coercion, nor 
weigh upon them in the manner of 
the prefent. Spirited remoniiraiiccs 
were fcnt home, pleading their caufe 
in (he langunge of men who think 
themfelves ill ufed, and are deter- 
nioed to obtain redrefs. They laid 
every argument before the Miniftry, 
that ingenuity, prompted by interell, 
could furnifli them with ; they reafon- 
cd, they expuftufated ; in fliort, they 
afed every method that could be cm* 
pkiyed, to prevail upon the ruling 
powers to recal what they had d(»ne« 
Tijcy explicitly mentioned, that fuch 
icftraisu opoa their tndc were ia- 



admiffible in America, as they diredly 
tended tn put an end to the clearing 
of their lands, and the profccution of 
their fiOierics. Unlefs thofe foreign 
ports where they dcpoiited the furplus 
of their corn, and of the proviilonsof 
all kinds abounding in their country, 
VI ere freely opened to them, whiiher 
mull they carry them ? The Britifli 
Well India iiljuds could not alone 
confume them ; and Britain did not 
want ihtm. They mull difpufe of 
them fomewhere ; and that could be 
only where in equitable price might 
be had. 

When they found that their rcmon- 
ftrances were ineffcdual, they began 
to ufe moic efficacions means. They 
now, for the firll time, united in a 
general oppofition to the Britifh Mi- 
niftry. Meetings were held, and re- 
folutions were taken to make no fur- 
ther inipurtaticos from Great Britain 
of what was not of abfolute ncccllity ; 
and to encourage to the utmoft of 
their power, every fpecies uf inanu- 
fadure that wa« prudticable among 
them. Multitudes immediately con« 
curred in this refolution, to the great 
detriment of the Britifli manufadurcr% 
who were nut fparin^^of theirdifappro- 
bation of the minilleridl meafures. 

Miniftry, howev<:r, were proof a- 
gainft all oppcfition ; and proceeded 
gradually in the execution of their 
projects. In order, therefore, to nii& 
lenity with firmnefi, they paftVd feve- 
ralads favourable to the commerce 
of the Colonies, hoping thereby to 
loothe them into a fubmiflion to thofe 
that had given them fo much difguft. 

But theColoiiiftb were now become 
fo full of fufpicicns, and placed fo 
little reliance on the good will of the 
Miniftry, that their whole attention 
was taken up in deviling means to 
thwart their mealures. They paid 
little regard t« thefe concelHons, which 
they looked upon as a mere artiticct 
ufed only to decoy them into fecurity 
and inallctiuou \o x.W\x c^niw \w\«A'%% 
They \7trt luxlVvtt ctiiAtiwt)^ v^ ^'^^ 
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printcJ with a d^aih's»bcad pfixed to 
it, ill Iicii of the kiogfVRras >— It was 
cried about the ftreets, anJ ttiled 
" The FoIJy of Uritain, a?«d tnc 
Kuin of America.*' Thcfe fiHl efTu- 
ft '01 of Tclcntmcnt and rape, \vcr« 
foiijwed hy wimharWU atlackt from 
thtf puMic paper. ' They arraigned 
both thejnflicc and polic uf the izx ; 
vnd rcprciefited it a^i rcpugoant tothe 
dik^niiy and wlfd'jin of tne Britiih ra- 
tion, and B< pre«;ni«nt villi cvrry evil 
that couM-cnttfc a long and deep re- 
pcniancf. Emblems of the moit 
Koftife fi^rnificalion were at ih«^ f.i'ne 
time adopted by fun.liy news papers : 
-—One of thrtn, in pariivuiart rit-M- 
bi»cd the figure of n f.iake. cut in 
feveral pieces, each one irf.riScJ with 
the name of fo ne Coh^ny : the tnotiu 
ab<wc them was ** Join ore l)i* T' 
• At the feline time the zFi iif If wa* 
treated with t-ic mod iano.Tii'iious 
contem-.n. It wmh puSlic;y coinmittfd 
tolheflimcsin Lvcral p! ices by the 
enra<;« d poj uiace, to;^eihrr wirh the 
tfii^ies of fiich ?9 were imi<>ineJ to 
liHve bei-n its framers and pn^tnoters. 
t>hips tiiat arrived with ft'imped pa- 
peison board, were obliged to de- 
livci them up intucuftody of perfoni 
appointed to prevent their being iif^d ; 
or to enter into an engagement that 
<hey would not land thc:n. The only 
places where they could be cffeclujlly 
protected from the fury and infolcnce 
of the multitude, were in men of war, 
nnd gaitifons. The perfons who were 
rommiflloned to diitribute thele pa- 
pers, were all, without exception com- 
pelled to rcfign their office, and fo- 
lemnly promife never to refume it. 
But their chief rcf::ntmcnt was dire£l« 
ied againd fuch of their own country- 
men as Tided with Government, and 
vrcrc active in afTitiuj^ its authority. 
— rhty plundered their houfes^ dc- 
firoycd tueir property, and ufed their 
pcrCont with the utmuA indignity* 

Thtfe outrages perpetrated by the- 
lowerdaflesr the better fort did not 
jifibtigfA-isUrlat loprcHnu Tiicj 



faw trith fccrrt pleafuir, bow wci 
they would be fupportcd in the deter* 
miration they had form^^ to rciii 
the deiigntt of Grciit- Britain. Si)«tK 
of them did njt fciuple i<i figni:y in 
a public manner, tiut they wr.uli 
pay no taxes, b.it fuch as were Itid 
upon them by the le^iOjture of tbecr 
refpe^ivc province. l^ie AfFcmbliet 
themfelves connived, in fdd, at thefe 
tumultu >us procc-e im^s, by declining 
to afliil tiieir Governors, and other 
officers invaded vviih lawful authority, 
either with their advice or couote* 
DHMce. riify Uft ii>em to adl finely, 
as rfiL-y mi^lit thinx proper, without 
«n*iiMX thernfelves R'ly concern aboi»^ 
I he riots, thole who excited theui, or 
fuc!i as were trie fufferers. 

Fr(k.n filcnt fpt<5tatorb they foon be* 
came the piinciple actors, In the more 
intcreitiii^; and imp^>r:aai fcenes that 
fiKceedcd to thofe popular commo* 
tions. £>nboldened by what ther 
favv, and what tiiey diiily heard frotm 
all parts of the continent, as well a« 
from Great B.itain, they now lleppcd 
forth, and nruhitely avowed their 
fentimciKs in the face of the world. 
They openly declared t4)at the autho- 
rity aflumcd over North A men'ca waa 
illegal ; and that Gre^t Britain, haii 
no right to iir.pofe taxes upon thein^ 
without their own free confent. la 
thefe rtfolvcs the vari >us coloaiea 
were unanimous. Never hsd foch 
concurrence of fentiment appeared 
among ihcm upon any antecedent oc«' 
cafiou. Thou;4h differing in a nuta* 
ber of effential points, both civil and 
religions, there was no difleating voice 
among them in their oppofition to the 
dcfigns of the Uritifti minillry. 

Virginia was the firft to bc^io the 
work of open and formal denial to tbe 
rcqujfitious of the mother couiury. 
It declared fully and cxpHcitlyt that 
the General fxffembly of the Province^ 
together with the King of Great Bru 
tain, or his fubiUtote» had* in thcit 
icprefeotative captcityy the Tok %mi 
csclttfive right aad folrcr IQ lay taM 
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«vc^1(ppofitions upon tiic inluliii^ntf ; 
and that every attcntpt to veil fuch^ 
pxj'ji'cr ii) an/ other perfoni but t}i^:c 
ConHituting' t'ric Gcicral AllV.nljJy, 
Vf.is illegal, uncoil ltUuiic.2:aI, end t:::- 
jixfl. i'he rci'uIu(ioii8 of the utiicr 
i*rcvincr»ran much u, the fsmc Ilrain, 
an! bore cvi\*ent marks cf the iroil 
r^^oted and inflcrxiule ucCtrmiiiaiion to 
rhuic \tj them, at all eventf^, und to 
fijp at no iTiCifan'8 that lui'^ht he- 
cume DeccflTnry lo fu}>port aiid enforce 
tbem. 

To pivc efScacy to thcfe refoluf ionj, 
and to make the people in iiri'.ain 
feel more readily the couf^quencLS of 
tbeir diflatibfaf^^i'in, the merchants 
and trader*^ entered publicly into re- 
crprocal aj^reements to order no more 
goods fr^m Great- britainy nor even 
to permit ti*c fale of fuch a^ mi^ht be 
Con(fgned to ihcm, af er tlie expira- 
tion ot the prcfeut year, ^nd in or- 
c^cr to fupply the deficiency of Britifh. 
goods f they betook, ihemfelvirs to a 
regular cucuuragni^fit of all forts of 
domcdic manufadures. An r.(r;cia* 
t:oa mas formed fur this purpufe at 
New York, and through the picmi- 
uxTis it offered, quickly excited the 
i lid u dry of the numerous emigrants 
that had in the couri'e qf the preced- 
ing years reforted to America from 
■Ii parts of Europe. Fabrications 
T'crcfet on foot of fuch commodities. 
as could not be difpenfed wirh ; aod, 
111 alittle time,quaniitiesof thecoarfcll 
andcommoneft forts ^^ere brought to- 
jnarket, and chearfully preferred to 
the BritiHi, though dearer, and of an 
inferior quality. 

At the fame time, their z<cl aixl 
care to provide rhundamly for. ths.^ 
exccntion of this fv;he?nea ^'as fuch, 
that a lefolution was taken to abilain 
from eating cf lambt that no wool 
might be wanting fur the ufe orthi>f4 
roanufadluref. of wl.uh it wofr the 
chief materiaL Elegancies of Uriiifh 
raake and. import at ioni were now uni-« 
vcrfidlj laid afide : the women did not 
jirldloibr mcBtnthc{s:h&Mcc§ offelf- 

Cz 



(huif\] ;?,ii:] wrre ?s '•xemp'ary'n rtfuf- 
;r.g cvcrv arrlclc oldecor.iii'^n lo-". lit^'r 
;>r:f'iiis, and of h'Xiiiy f'?r d;cir tables. 
This rL^/.ailiriule rc\cluii(jn in tJ.e 
difpolitir).'! a:;d L'.i.v*v.\.ijr k f iis colo- 
nies, (liu^k the Ji.i:iih j;i vtriiincnt 
u-ith tie H. tp.l!. alarm. ']"I»ry btlK'ld 
tnuUi'udcs ijT artirK;i.'ro, ot ull dinu« 
ni.iKii.cjiis,. on t.'.e p'iiit or Vniipi.'" re- 
duced lo tMc nioli Je.'lumi.hr ilift'-.ij, 
Thtv. I'awdur r.oi;;rniin'i nranu'a 'io- 
ricsin ."laii^-^crutlmincil.aie dwllru A ).i. 
Tiic cuicjr.'Cii Were cuFn;>iJ^f-i lo t-.ice 
r.fr Hnuu/illv. fiill tliu't ii Illiv i:s woitli 
ol i!s prod^ii'c. '1 he Icio cf lo CvO- 
fidciahlc a irjhch "ot ira \*, \vr«8 an 
id«.u nut t(« l/cbi'm vvi!li paiicnce ;.'!iid 
yet in pcifal in ilie i)tlcniof colony 
taxaiioii, n-.hii iru^viuhly occatioii 
It, wiih ptihaps, i;K)rc fatal confc- 
q'Jtnces. Wl.il-.' citHo-recablc tiding* 
were d^iily j-nlving from AnKTJo.i, 
the minillry f) gbnoxious to iis 
ir.hahilanlj, iveiv dmnirnd, t»nd ano- 
ther ?»j.»p(iliiud in hi looci, wliofe in- 
clinations and p ilitics were more la- 
vciiial.Ic In their Miflies. ''i heir pro* 
viiici;t). Ancn.i>l.v:3 in crdcr to j;i,T 
roctrr wei^rht to iheir dtttnninatlor.s, 
rtfolved lo huIJ a gci:e) al c-.)ni;rcfs of 
all the coioi.iL!:, wherein they nii^fht 
fjorm fuch a*! union a!> ini^ht lender 
thim m^rc rcfj}edah!e, crid add m mc 
llrcn|;ili and weight to liie fpiiiiont 
they Ihould rdo;it among ihejnfelvet, 
and to the rcpitfcntallor.s il.ty i .tend- 
ed to t ran fniit to the Bvitl(h Purl-a- 
ment. This was cavritd into execu- 
tion in tlie bcjjiiinln^ of Ociobrr ful- 
lowiii^f, at New \ ork ; in which city 
Mias held tlic fid Cou^rcis oi ihc A* 
ir.cricnn coniincnt.^ 

'J'his gentral mcttnig of the colo- 
nics, was coriformabic in their pro- 
ceedingHo the rifpctli»e i.fumblics. 
'I hey 5-.[;rrcd CMidiy ii. the lame rcfo* 
lutioji*, and fjconded ihem with pe- 
titions to the Kinj* and Lovh Houfcs 
of J'arli-jmtnt ; wlicrehi ii;ty fvx forth, 
the impropriety of laying taxes upon 
them without ibew eow^cwv, ^\\^ W^-. 
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CCS that mud cnfue from the conti'nu* tUcnriy of the impc flibility of procuring' 

fttion of the Stamp A£t. 1 hefc pe» flumped papcie. 
titii>nt lite Ai^ericans flattered thrm- "i'hefe ntgumcnts were fiillowcd hf 

/t:Iv(.'s, would meet with more atien- others of ft til more force, in the opU 

tiun from the prefcnt, than from the niop of thofc who adduced them. It 

late rninidry ; aud herein they were was unred that in fome of the 

Set deceived. xnoll confiderable places of Americr.^ 

Oil the meeting of Parh'ament, in the inhabitants had refulvcd that no 

January, lixty fix, the iranfdCiions up- rcmittaiiccs fliould be made to L'ng* 

on the American contient during land, ncr any Tuit for debt on the part ' 

the preceding year, became the lub- ofartfident in Engliiid be addmit- 

je£l of the mod ferioiis coniideration^ ted in any court, until the abiogaiiuA 

and occafioned a multiplicity of de- of this ad. A refolution was alfo 

bates and aiguments. Nor were the tbreatned of (lopping the exportation 

difcudions without doors Icfs earncfi of tobacco to Gnat liritain, from 

and animated. * Virginia and theccMti^uous provir.ccs^ 

The propriety and ncccdity of re- a meafure, which if carried iinpcxecu- 

pealing the Stamp Adt, was Urongly tion, mud cut c>ff the immenfe fum^ 

infidcd upon by one party. Its ine- accruing tp her revenue from this ar» 

qnitablenefs, impradic^iliiy, and, a- tide, and the vad bcnelits arrifm^ 

bove all, its impolicy, wete aflVrie^ fiom its re- exportation to other parts 

\ikith an infinite variety of reafonings. pf jBurope. 

The unanimity with which it had Other riwfons were alfo alledge4 

been redded, was reprefcnted in the for acting with a gentle hand towards 

itronged colours. Traders of the lov- the Americans. Coolnefs and pry* 

cd decree, diopkcepcrs, m.d (he com* dence pointed nut lenient methods as 

xnoned retailerb, had agreed to drop far more dcfcrving of notice than fucli 

aU bufi nets Hioncr than tiani'a^ it with as inculcated force and compulfiuo. 

the ufe of damps. Profedions, the Taxation and reprefentation, it was 

very exidcnce of which depended on affirmed, went hand in hand in all 

the continual ufc of them, had thrown equitable goTernments. They were 

up their means of fubfideocc, fooner infeparable from the principles of the 

than employ them. This was remark- Biitifh Covcrnment. The dotiful 

ably applicable to the bw gentlemen, behaviour of the ColoniKs on many 

vrho had, upon this critical occadoir, emergencies, was no Itis carefully 

CxhibiUftd a rare example of difinteicR- fpecihcd. Ihe teadinefs they (hew* 

cdnefs. So little was the damp a^ td in the lad war was mentioned iu 

regarded by the Americans, that they the higlied terms of applaufe. The 

had univerfally agreed to c&iry on zeal wiih which tfiey had at all times 

their ufual budneJs without it ; and fo cfpoufcd th( cauip of Great firitain* 

dreaded was their refentqient agi.ind was, txemolary, as well asthe willing* 

all vihodiould give It the lead ccun- nefs they had manifeded in the cod* 

tenance, that on the day appointed tribution cf fupplies, whenever called 

for the a^ to take place, not a d)eet upon to do it in a fair and legal man- 

of damped paper was to be had ncr. Their commeice alone, in the 

throughout the colonies. The go- manner il was regulated by Great 

vemors of the colonies themfelvesi Britain, was, agreeably to their owu 

convinced of the unfurmountsble dif- aSertion, reprefcnted as equivalent ta 

ficultics in the execution of ic, had the great ed and mod produdtve taxes, 

widely given the matter up, and grant* The inccfl*ant iucreafe of that alone 

^ e$iu6cM\tx.t9 ihok wLb applied fur «ras aa iuexhauHiblc trcafurCi wfaieh' 



HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR, 



»J 



irould nut fdil, in time« to eifr the 
parent ttate of many, if not moil of 
tliofe hcavv burdcus under which it 
new laboured. 

Willi fuch flr»;umpnt» did die fri<*nds 
of tliC the Col:)iiifti>dLftnd their caufc, 
both by fpecches in Parliament, and 
by publicaiiuiift dirpcrfcd anriungd the 
public. 

The damp v6t wa* no Icfs ftrcnu- 
ouHy fuppottcd. It's advucatcs ie' 



order to (h^w that Great Britain had 
not deviated from her ufual jutlice 
and moderation, it was rbfeivedp 
that the cc^ndition of the Colonies waa 
profptroiisin the hi^hell degree ; eafo 
and plenty might be accounted the 
peculicir attributes of the country thejr 
inhabited. AU hands were coniinually 
employtd, and were abundantly paid 
fur the woik they did : that the public 
expenccs thty wtie at for the fupport 



probated tiic fpecubtivc ftrxin of of tficir govcrnn?.cnt ivtrc moderate in 
rc:;foiiing which carries men out of a degree h^ruly conceivable, when 



tiic frtfc aiid clear loud uf practice, 
iiito the intricacies of mere theory. 
To thcfe they imputed the unhappy 
altercation conccruinBr the right of 
impcfing tastes upon the Colonics, and 
the notions da.ly propogated of the 
injutltce cf levying money from the 
(libjcdl wiihuut his diridl and formal 
confent. I'he various nations that 
have planted colonies were, faid they, 
utter)/ unacquainted with fuch pre- 
tc II Guns in their colon ilU, as were 
aflfuined by thofe belonging to Great 
Britain. Tbey not only expedled 
them to conform to the ancient laws 
pftbe mother country, but even to 
accept ixnphcity of thofe which (lie 
plight judge pro(^et to enafl for them 
io particular. But allowing the Lritiih 
CC'lonies be fully entitled to (he rights 
of Britifh fubjeci^s, it could only be in 
thofe cjfes where individuals are cnn« 
cernrd in their private capacity, or the 
local bufinefs of the piovince is agi- 
t«tcd. U'hei'f; the intercds of the 
whole empire cume under difcuffion, 
the metropolis, as being the fupremc 
liead, mull be^ allowed to decide ; 
otherwife there is an end of that unity 
which conftitutet, and is ncceflary for 
the cxifiepce of a (late. As the Colo- 
pies could oot, and did not -claim a 
fiiare in that decifion, it appertained, 
of coorfe, to Great Britain ; and the 
only queftion was, whether, in thus 
decidxDg on the grneral concerns of 
thai iminenie commnaity of which (he 
waa indifputabl^ the head, (he had 
iSUi vttfa ui£iam and propriety. In 



tl.cir vail txtent is taken into condde- 
ration. From the northern vaxiH limits 
of New Hamp/hire, to the foutheni 
confines of (Georgia, a fpace of near 
fifteen hundred miles, the fum expended 
for the maintenance of all the different 
civil eilablifhmcnts in that immence 
tra<^, did not amount ' to fourfcore 
thoufand pounds a year. Their cburcl^ 
government might be deemed no fort 
of cxpfnce, when compared with 
th&t of England. Tithes and 
fiuecures were unknown i and that 
heavy burden, the poor's rale, never 
was felt among thMn. Frotedtion* 
the great tie bctwcecn government and 
its fubjc6ls, they had aU«ayscxperienced 
in the moil ample degree. They ne- 
ver 1 ad recuuife to gieat Britain in 
the day ofnced, without obtaining the 
readied and moft effectual ailinance. 
Whclherit was needed for theirdetence 
againd an enemy, or to forward their 
domedic impniVtmentf, it was always 
l^ranied witii a liLcr£l hand. It waa 
noticed at the fame time, that a parti- 
cular fpecies of protection was alTordcd 
them ; fuch as the colonies. of no other 
nation can Le faid to erjoy. Thia wna 
the conllant courfe of credit givca 
them by Great Biitain, without which 
they never could have rifen to that 
pitch of internal opulence which fo 
ju(Uy excited the admiration of all 
who had fcen it. Wlien this was duly 
confidered, the tax impufed on the 
Colonies could hardly be viewed in any 
other light iViau *il\ tcko^^v^vc "wx^cvO^ 
for xh^ ptoAig^\c>» lwft% ^^^ '^^'^^ 
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Hif^chtcd to Great Britain, amcurtinj:, 
at the lowc'i computation, to four 
Vkiilions (ierliog. Aa %o the plea of 
their <^eficicncy in g"id and filvcrt it 
Vas ailcdged to Le partly, if not 
altogether voluntary. I'Lc precious 
mculs may be confidcred as an inftru- 
racnt, or as an oljcdl of trade c As 
thr firll, wherever lliey can bedifprnfed 
with they u*i3I certainly net be eiLpI'/jf- 
cd, and will be rcfervtd for occa(ions 
»hat aSfolutdy require them. As the 
fccond, they will always give way to 
objects of greater necxfiity. The Co- 
kiiiiils, who are incclTantly embarking 
in txtcnfivc fcheme?, will alwavs ps^it 
%vith them whenever the advantages 
they procure are much greater than 
thofc ariGng from their retenfion, for 
the mere purposes of clrculatioa. As 
they are only the lij^ns of riches, wl.er- 
CTcr a liiblhtutc can be found to anfwcr 
that end, it then becomes prudence to 
%ifc thtmimmediaicly as cljcds oftrade 
and to convert tiiem into Inch materials 
as will of ihemfdvrs be of a^»ual 
fervice and utility ; the precious metals 
hein;^ iddom airy more thno a bare 
nicd.nm to ihtfe ends. 'I'hc confe- 
^uence, thcrtftre, of exa£^ing remit- 
lancet from them in fpecie, would 
probably be no more than inihicing 
them to take fome part of the !)alauce 
in their fj\\;t:r, originating from tlicir 
exteijfive trade, in current fpecir, as 
many n-tions are glad to 60, This^ 
ifthcn the fm*llnefa of the fum to be 
levied upon them was confrderedy 
tvould prove but a very imon- 
fiderable check upon their commercial 
fchrracs. 

They a(!irme(^, the liardHiIp tliey 
io bitteily complained of, that of being 
taxed without their confent, for 
purpofts about which they were not 
ronlulted wasgroundlefsand nugatory. 
The money demanded of them, was 
for their immediate fervice ; no inten- 
tion ever was furmifed, to appropnate 
it to any other purpofe : it was requir* 
e6 of' them menljr asHheir contingent 
Jffr the graend exig^nciea of thr 



empire 5 of«vhicIi the fareftlcnowlclfyf^ 
and confequently the roofl (klfi^ 
repartition mud always reft- wiib Greit 
Britain, as the fupremc feat of political 
dircdlion, and ttie main fprin{( of evciy 
motion where the univcrial inter eft of 
th^ whole was concerned. 

Emigrations from the Britiffi ifl.inds 
were not, it was (ug^cfted, macie witli. 
a view in the e migrators, to fc/er 
themfclvcs from the fi verei^nty o( 
BrXLaifi : they went forth merely to 
bett^T their circui.ifliicci under tb% 
gusrdianllnp, as it were, of the rpo* 
iher-country : tiiey had conflantly ao. 
eye to her protcdive care: they re- 
lied upon it ; and it was ur«der the 
imperipl banner of Great BriiaiD, one 
tiiny truly fay, that they made them- 
iielves refpedlvrd, and became (Irong. 
and tl^uriihing. Lo!ig ufage milt- 
tattCi tor {\:t prerogative clainried by 
the Britiili government. The Colo- 
nills, ever f:nce their fiiA fjunJ.^ti uip. 
had peaceably iubmitted to liie jurif* 
ui6tiou of the ruling powers at home, 
througticut ail tlie various cbaQ;;^cs 
and rt vclttioits that had fuccefl'tvely 
taken place in Britain^ during thelaft 
and prcfcnt ccnturjr. In all cafes of 
intricacy, where they could not ob* 
tain a permamnt decifton amot;^ 
ll\en;fclvc8, and fuch as parties would 
Aifiicientlv refped to admit ns final, 
they couiUmW had recourCc to the 
Privy Council in England, and abid- 
ed by its detcrmiuHiion without auf 
further difpute ; notwii branding it 
adted on thcfe occafions enii>fly ac* 
coidingtothc Spirit or letter of the 
Erglifli laws, as nppigred molt equi* 
tabic ; and by no u'.eani in confor* 
mity to tholj^ tbat prevailed io the 
colonies. Thh right of ^diog as um* 
pire, was an inconteiiible proof tbat 
the Colonies bad always confidered 
this country as intrinfically pofllficd 
of an authority paramoui^t, and (upc* 
rior to their own ; which was AiU 
more llrongly exemplified by tbeir 
pundlually recurring to it !n the frr* 
q^ueul di{pvle» abov^ vV^vr tefficdhK 
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'Vottndarict^ and in the many other 
<tit;c4\'Uft:e* that ^adi from tintc to 
tiit.c, anicu bctucco the proviuccs 
•fioii) various cauUb, all which had 
bccu u;Tiii.tLl)- labuaticd to thcjud^- 
Aiciit ut the paitrut lUic 

i hey tun tier ar^^ucd that this prac- 
tice ui couiuutly appealing to the 
puwcu ai hoii.Cy couiuiuud in itUic' 
an Hiuil^utabk cviLLisCc buth oi ihe 
Jiuiicc aiiu j/iopricty of ackAowlecJg- 
}i*^ (tie iuprcuiacy of Great Bnuin 
over Lhc v^^iwiuc^. i; ihe^cd that it 
Pcvcr fiitu uc u (^iiCiUoiicUf aud s^iii^A 
.ID;.f.twd uukU Luc aiieiiiioii ot the 
'CuiK^iiicif, ttac it was ahioiuuiy icqui- 
• S'f-f iur tftf prcieivdiiun or trai.quilhty 
anu ^uod uracr laruu^.'iuut tiie nnic- 
rican {eulciiient»> wucrc cnulcfs jars 
and ctiutuhcu;* wouia nLCclTdiily en- 
fue» wiinuut tnc iuici(;otiuua of a 
fi'vcrci^ucuutroui lo prcvcui or pucify 
thca. 

liUl there was dill another conli- 
dcTaiiuu ut Mhict. 'tiie inhabitanta in 
the coion:ta did not ieem aware. 



enjoyment of the gains of their ia* 
dulliy* which was now their peculiar 
let, they would th(.n be luadtd with 
thofe ntani[old burthens which all 
dates mull ii.bir.it to, that aipire at 
n'.akii:^ a tigure of im^oriaucc di\d 
rei^)--.CLab.ttt\. Inipolltions ot every 
ku«d Wvjuld rcllow ;ucr» a meaiure. La 
hcu ot thht modciate income, which 
now iuiliced lur tl.c purpofcs of a 
gvivcrnmeut of • whicli tt;c demands 
Were Luc imaii, they wuuid then have 
a Tuwi, and tLlle to fcpport, a nation- 
al dignity to niaintaiu, ar.d a compli- 
caiiuu ut inicrcitb to cict'cnd. All 
tuiti Wwuid require lar^e revenues, 
and v\uuid foun tca^h thun tnc Cifpa- 
riiy ot trade canied ou wiih^a^ut uo« 
mcllic incumbrances, and guarded ia 
all pares of the world by a powciful 
pioLeCtor, and a commerce habU to 
perpetual cxaClious on a variety ot 
accountb, and whofe pioiits moll ue- 
ccliurdy lu;ve immenfe fubtradtions for 
the current and indiipenhblc fervicc of 
the Itaie. While their iniernal prof- 



'1 he government over them was de- pcrity met with thele unavoidable ob 
legated; aud the cunoud of their itruciions, they mull not imagine that 



their aftairswouli fiow in the fame 
eafy . channel abroad as heretofore. 
They well knew that nations are, like 
individuals, tre&ted with complailance 
or with rcughnefs, according to the 
means they poiFcfi of returning bcne« 
tils, or of rcfeuting injuries, i'iie re* 
fped they now met with throughout 
the various quarters of the world 
where they cairied on their trade, waa 



guvcn.ors and ruling men fubje£i to 
reviial aud ccoiure at home. * I'his 
ircudcTcd the condition of individuals 
4nBcti more caiy, trom the confciouf- 
Acit of obtaining redrefi in cale of ill 
vILge, than if tliofe who ruled over 
tlAcm were accountable to no fuperi^ 
or tribunal. '1 he weight o£ govern- 
IDcnt was hereby . dimiuiflied^ iu pro- 
portion as they who exercifcd it, were 

amenable to a iiiU .higher courts in coufequence of the rcfpccl which 
Would tb« Jimericans, rea^iquifli the the power and influence of Great 
folid advantages they now enjoyed, .Britain comiqandcd all over the globe, 
for .a mere appciiatiou ? the pnce of When once the nations are apprized 
this would beXDuch greater than they af a reparation between them, and 
ipprebendcd. Were they to ciifclaim that Great Britain no longer inierdU 
the authotity of the parent ibte;, aud herfelf iu their behalf, they will in* 
take upon them the riHc of Handing .quire into the nature of their eliahlilh~ 
on their owb ground, at a diliancc meat, and fcrupulouHy meafurc the 
from the fhelter and afiiilance of Great e^ctent of their power, before they de- 
britaios they would ft, on experience cide among themfelves, upon what 
as ojipreflive alteration at home, aud footing to contidfcr them, ^jur ou^^JaJL 
a mortifying difference abroad. In* the i\meT\caui \o iiixxtt x\\^mVc\N«& 
.lead of ihait oiiust Mui luidiiturUi ih^t thii ciamuEA^Qiik qI >^^ "^cc^g^ 
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and condition would be fli^^ht and fu- 
pcrficial ; thev, to whom fiich a ta(k 
would be committed, roud be drc- 
ful for their own fakes to acqiiit the m- 
felvet with diligence and cxadincfs ; 
and thej will be furnifhed with 
fufficient means. The world is no 
long^cr in thofc unenlightened times, 
n^hen from the general dtfcullion of 
Ignorance and barbarity, k?io*vIcdge 
was difficult to obtain. The f|>cedy 
communication fuhfiilin* between all 
cultivated nations, foon renders them 
thorougJily known to each • otlier, 
whenever it becomes rcijuinrc to mcJce 
fuch invfftigaiions. Whatever lifts 
the Americans may hold out fot the 
inrpedlion of foreigners, thefe will 
not be long in difcovcring, that wkh 
an their exaggeration!!, and notwlth* 
ftandiri* the piini taken to reprefcnt 
them as a numerous people, in the 
immenfe trafts they occupy along a 
coaft extended fifteen de;;rees of la- 
titude from the north eail to the fouth 
weft, there does not exilt ab>>ve one 
million feven hundred thonfand white 
inhabitants, eren according to their 
own account, which is well known to 
be calculated to imprefs the world 
with a much greater opinion of their 
firength, than is juiUy foonJed. The 
proportions eftabliHied by political 
Writers^ allow three parts in four of 
this number to confifl of women and 
children ; and of the remaining fourth 
one half may reafnnaWy be reputed, 
through age, infirmity, and tl>e vari- 
ous accidents eoncomicant on nature, 
incapable of taking an adive part in 
the defence of their country. Thus 
the men able to bear arms will a« 
mount to little more than two hundred 
and fourteen thoufand. 

Jfit be aflowrd tliat this number 
will fuffice to guard, thtir coafts, re- 
pt\ invafinns, and fiipply the many 
other calls of civilized fociety, it is 
granted asmtlchas can be expected ; 
many will propably think more than 
OD^ht to be done^ confidering the 
^findighm CMtcat of the Goafl> the 



perpetual inierfe^Slion of mighty nVer^ 
running, at fhort intervals from each 
other, and dividing the provinces id 
filch a manner, as to render it tnfy 
for an enemy to cut ofTiheir mutual^ 
communication. Add to this tlW 
boundlcfs regions lyin^ behind them« 
inhabited by a fierce arid yet mil'ubdued 
foe ; between whom and them an e- 
verlading enmity mnll fubliii, who(c 
inveteracy is animated by ev>Ty mo», 
tive that can a^liiate the heart of man»- 
and fill it with irreconcilable, and at 
the fame time, with- well-grounded 
hatred. 

Even fiippofing them well pr6vid* 
ed for home defence, in what manner 
will they, with foflcnder a populdtious 
be adequale to any confidcrablc cx« 
ertions abroad ? V'effcia may be ti.Q'if 
equipped for the purp<ifes of trade ^ 
but the manning of a fleet is 3 tafk of 
fjrious magnitude : none hut opulent 
dates, Well ilocked with riches and in- 
h<ibitants, are equal to fuch atn under- 
takings Whatrverthe fiiiirre deftiny 
of the Colonies may be, their c«indi« 
tion at prcfent docs not permit thera 
to chcrifh any reafunablc expcv^ationi 
of becoming, before a length of time^ 
formidable at any dIAance from their 
own country. 

ConiVquences tlie moil dif agreeable 
will enfue. The lluics of Liirope, 
Handing in little awe of therr difpi^-a* 
fure, wiH not treat them with that 
complaifanre, nor (hew them that fa- 
vour they will poflibly rrq'iire at their 
-hands. They will feize thofe pre* 
tenccs to make them pay I.irgcly for 
commercial advantages, which are fo^ 
readily found when eafy to enforce f 
nor will they, at the fame time, ex* 
prefs much readlnefs in procuring 
them compenfation for the injurief 
they may juftly complain of. The 
remote nefs of their litOation froni 
Kuropc will always prevent thst 
(jpeedy comniuiiicatioa with thbfie' 
powers in confederacy with theni/ 
which IS ib requifite, and often f6 
critical mm foUxiciL Mtrcf^ofidcnce^ 
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TranfA^toDS may happen of which 
the qnickeU intdh'gtiicc in ahfolutely 
BcceflirT fur the accompli (hrnent of 
tkr cndi propofcd by a conr.cCllon 
m'itii th<rm. Hence it will not arifc 
fpom policy, fo much as g(K)c] fortune, 
that alliance with ihcm may prove 
beneficial. 

Kun>pean politic« are too far off for 
Americana to mix in tlicm wiih any 
regularity of co-operation. Nature 
il|Kcrpc;fcB with an immeiife ocean » 
«ed bids there, a^ it were, to rcH con- 
t^ted with a commercial commuoi- 
cation^ without becoming panics in 
lends, b) which they have nothing ta 
gain, and much to htfe* 

It would he wifcr, therefore, for 
the Colonies to remain in a gentle 
fttljcdion to Grtat Britain, which, 
for It's own fake, will never lay a 
heavy hand upon them, than tQ^truft 
to the precarious fricndfhip of other 
nations. Thefe, without the fame mo- 
tives of condcfc^n dance to their difv 
po(ition» wjU involve them in difivcul* 
tics, in which they will leave them, oo 
aay prutpccl of conveniency to them« 
(eltet, to combat and furmount with« 
ODt affording them any aiCftence ; 
hQwevcr« abloliilcly requifite, or fa- 
lemniy ftipulated. Self-intereil on thofe 
OGCafions will tlifle all Other coniidera« 
tiont ; ^nd thofe ties ol confahguinit3^ 
and reciprocal afTc&ion that unit^ 
Great Britain to her colonies, not 
fubfilling between thefe and. their new 
alUrs, connexions will be formed an4> 
difliilTed betwUt people litnated at 
fuch a dittance, with <^uai inconfidco 
ratenefsand fecilky. 

The calling off the ronne^on wttK 
the parent ilate, appearing fo evident- 
ly impolitic it was to be hoped, fur 
the happinefs of the coloniet*, that 
thejr would open their eyes to the 
dangers they would run by cibbraciiig 
fo fatal a meafure, which wouU cer* 
tainly tend to throw them facceflively 
into th^ hands of powers not more 
immicalto Great BritMia, than eager 
umakeftem hlfirnem to civir owa 



fciriHi ends, and- ready to (acriiice . 
thtm the moment thrl'e were attaintd. 
If it behoved the Colonics to attach 
thenifelvcs coidially to Great Oritainp 
it was no Icfs incumbent on them to , 
pUice that cooOdcnce in her witdom , 
vhich men (hottld in prudence do in 
tlwfc thcv have chofen for their chiefs. 
Greiit Britain ii, by her pofition. . 
placcds 9% it were, oti an eminence 
fiom whence (he furveys cvtry part 
of the Briiiih e^pice. She perceives 
obje^U at an immencc didance, which 
the inf<cfior dation of lier dependencies 
caunot difcovcr i they mull ncccflarily 
depend upon her vigilance for infor- 
mation ; anrl muil, of courfe» be 
guided by.hef^iredion. 

rhe proviocial affemhlies, while 
tliey acknowledge them ft Ives fubordi- 
naif to ti>c^riti(h government, muft, 
ill rcafon, triUi to htr management 
11 all the great affairs of lUte. Un* 
acquainted wiih the intrigues that 
agitate the courts of lilurope, and 
i;;ni>rafft of the fecret (]en>rns that are 
Inciting in the cabinets ot minillcrs, 
they are nut competent to the bufinefs 
of obviating difiicuUies, and wardlfi^ 
off dangers. This is the duty cC 
fwereigns and tlicir minifters : they, 
alone have the means of penetrating, 
iato the receffts cf politics, and of un- 
ravelling tlvkt clue of dark meafuics . 
wherein the intentions of llatclmen 
are hidden ; fa^racity alone is not . 
fufuctent to eifeA this; other me- 
thods mull be employed, fuch as ap- 
ply to the paffions of men, and fuch as 
painces aitfl their delegates are moik 
expert in ufuig. The proportional 
iirengUi of every member of an em- 
pire, IS only known to its head. Be- 
yond the Umits of Its own jurifdidi jn, 
\\o colony was able to pronounce, 
with any certainty, on thermal fit ua- 
tion o( any province in the erri;)ire« 
£Tcry one referred the cl. -UiTients 
that led to this knowledge fu'- th(* in- 
fpeAion of miaUltv a\ W.wc, A\» » 
alone knew ih^t xet^^lv^^ cvtoiv^ 
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time end, ifn.it in tliti drfll-uAi'on, at 
Itxil ill lite iiircebltn<r of the - trade uF 

The fable pf the dog wag here 
peculiarly npplicdl;]': to the CnloniAsi 
'i'hey nvrfv be truly laid to have 
faatched at th^ fl<adoir and let fro 
the fuhRunre. 'i*licy tni'^ycd undcf 
the prefi-iit fyflem a inn Uit tide of id* 
vantages, wliirh were daily tDcreaf> 
ing. l^hey had no veafon in repine 
at ihe fuperioriiy of Ore it Britain s . 
they had hkheito teceivcd no iijury 
from it ; they htid on the contiarT» 
found it a nectflary friend on e^'ery, 
trying occafion. A il viking proui 
that it was not u fnperiurity of leat. 
9nd internal happiaels» appeared m 
the comparative cunditiyn of \\kC in- 
habitants of the mother country, an4 
thtife of its colonies.. Here no wretch- 
ed nefs was known ; every man in the 
emphatic phfcife of fcripture, lived 
under his fig tree and Uif vine : huoger 
and nakednefs kept q diftance, ani^ 
no mendigarits were feen throiiji^hout 
the land. But was it fo in Briian a 
How happy, coulJ the aufwer be 
made in the pf&rmatiye. The fufxrri- 
orityi therefore, in the parent (late, 
was a fuperiofity of Arength and «f. 
forts to ^uard and dcftnd all its de» 
pendencies. Qrea^ Britain had fo^ 
thoroughly exerted itfelf in the dif- 
charge of this important duty, that 
(be had thereby brought, herfeli a]mo(( 
to the brink of rvxin. True it was, 
that in the proftcution of it, (he liad^ 
raifed hefclf to the highell pitch o£ 
gl ory I but in thnt all her coloriiet 
had a fliare : the lull re the had ob« 
tained, was powerfully rtfitf^cd upon 
tlietn ; and they experienced both the' 
honours and the benefits of being*, 
members of the Britifh empire, while 
(he alone paid the immcnfe price of* 
all this glory. 

In this manner were the argumcDta. 
on both fides iupported on this memor* 
able occafiop. Never was more elo- 
quence difplayed than by the fpeakert^ 
oa cacVk&de of ^^dVunft^v^^^^^ 



of the mcafures to be adopted for tlie 
relative benefit of all : A duty which 
had hithcrif I b^'cn performed by Cie^t 
Britain with the univerfal approbation 
of the Colonies, and to the admiration 
of i^Il Europe. Her judiciournefi 
and forcfit^ht in the treatment of thtm 
were utirxampkd, and had raiCed 
them to a fumfnii of felicity which uo 
othetr colonies h«id ever attained. 

It v^as the height of injufti^e there- 
fore, to condemn the ' fteps (he had re* 
ceptly taken, before a fair trial had 
been given it : Probably the wifdom 
of it might, vpon experience, be. 
Sound equal tc any precccding legu* 
rations. * 

The injur£lTons of Great Britain, 
though reaching to a multitude of 
cafes, and cotnptehendip^ every 
breach of commerce and adminillia* 
tion, bad always till now been receiv- 
ed with all deference and refpedl : no 
^vils nor qaeflions had an fen con- 
cerning her right and authority to 
frame them. As cmarating from the 
fuprrme feat of le^^iflativc power, 
they Here duly fub'^iittei! to ; and no 
fufpicions were harboured for thiir be* 
ing fraught whh an oppnffive ten- 
dency. Refiri£lionsand eonfinemcnts 
in every branch pf trade, were ntcef- 
fary for the benefit of all traders in 
general : ibey uere a partial evil, to 
which they ^I fobrnittcd for the uni- 
veHal good. In England, various 
iiniits are afligned to feycral branches : 
the coiiyidiion of their utility filences 
an couipUint ; and they are admitted 
by all parties^ however they may appear 
repugnant to their immediate intereft. 
Br the fame tule, the li.tpitations 
that accompanied the American trade, 
by circumfcribing \t witl.iiQ ccictain 
bounds, gave ft ^. body and flrtngth 
which it w6u]4 probably 1u£e, were 
it fuSered to range at large without 
any com rout : tuch an indifcriminate 
licence, inflevd of aflifting the progrefs 
of trade, might create fnch a com- 
pethioD betn-fm the mother-country 
siki ig0,d€p€odeacic9p ai wotJd ia 

r 
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Jt wis confi Vrcil r<rfpei5livc?y as th^' 
raufc of Arnvrlrt o-i the one hind, 
and of Greal Rritjin on ihc otlicr ; 
and vvai acrorJin^ly plead ni by both 
pirtic-j wirh a warniili mil ability 
worthv of fo jTPCiii a fu'ii^'A. T:»e 
Ct'batLj liilcJ t'vo nioattiSy when the 
a<i vva« rej>.-akd. 

. ViM: frjiner* of i\\t bill, however, 
eoncernned this repeal, as an hi [lance 
of weakflcfs in the miniilry, aiid ana 
hcartitfi rubnfM(n)n to the pleafure of 
the Colonie<(, whofe prfrtcnBfiiif) would 
DO^ iiicreafe, when they faiv that a 
dread of their power, and a fear of 
difobh'ging them, beg:m to operate in 
Britain. Tiie idea ctf their inabih'ty 
to piy the tax required, they repre« 
fentcd,a8 totally fill fe nnd groundlefs. 
A* a proof of cheir Hourifhing circu<n* 
Jlancea, it wm fpecified, that of tli« 
debt they had cohuad^ed during the 
!ate war, near eigliteen hundred thou- 
fand poundi had b.-cn diCcharged in 
the courfc of only thrve yenrs ; and 
thit they had provided fandi for the 
difv barge of their remaining incum- 
brarrccBof this nature, amounting to 
betwtn feven and eight hundied 
thouf.tnd pounds, in the fpace of two 
ycard more. A cirCumilance which 
plainly evinced their ahihty to levy 
the fum exacted by the llamp act, 
which vas, in truth, a very moderate 
impofition, and was not expef^ed to 
exceed the fum of one hundred thou- 
fand pounc!s anoualiy. 

It was replied, that not^ithftanding 
the(e appL-aranceB, the Americans 
were alrekdy loaded as much as thiy 
Could beat! that the vtry difcharging 
of the fums bbove mentioned, was 4 
very heavy weight iip^n ihem, and 
fiiould be conflJercd as a juil argu« 
meat for not ex.i£tfng more at the 
}»refent ; that in the mean time the 
feguUtions trade by the late miniAry, 
vere greatly felt| and operated in the 
nature of a large tax, though not 
formally krid upon them as fuch, 
. It wav further aflerted that the re» 
pfclcautj^s broogbp iij^ irvm lU 



pirtsofthe klagdom, were undeni- 
able proofs of tlic dctr:m-ni that had 
boen already can fed. and would con- 
tinue to its maiiufa^r»rieit, if that aft 
rem I'ned in force. That it w;<8 more 
conliilent jtherrfire with policy a:id 
with humanity to rcpral it, than to 
iiivolve Great Britain in a qaarrel for 
f ) inngnificant a confi.lerdtion as the 
eventual produce of a ilamp a^, ancl 
to filtferfo mny thoufand^ of induf- 
tnous and ingenious individuals to 
want fubfiftance. . 

It was like wife riirmifcd that othef 
fuhflantial cuufes m-^ht be afligaed 
for the readi:.i'fs (hewn to comply 
with the requefl o( the Colon'es. The 
Houfe of Bourbon, though (ilent, wat 
not ina6H?e in (trengihcning the bonJa 
of its reciprocal compadl. The dif« 
graces and hcimiiiations that had been 
heaped upon her in the late war^ 
could never be obliterated from her 
remembrance. There was no doubt 
that fhe would feize the firdopportu* 
nity that offered, to take the moil 
ilgual vengeance on the Bnti/h na* 
tion ; and who could cell whether (he 
was not only watching how fhe might 
improve, but whether fhe had no( 
fecretly excited the prcfent didurb* 
ances between Great Britain and her 
colonies. The fufpicious beh:iviour 
of the French was adduvcdi in with- 
holding the payment of the Canada 
\}\\h (o faithfully prcmifed at the con« 
cludon of the peace, togtather with 
the affefled delays of the Spanifii 
Court in puttin^^ off the fcttleir.ent nC 
the Manilla ranfom. Both thefe were 
objects wherein tlie national honour 
wail eifentia'ly concerned : the coa* 
dudi of thofc powers waa inexcufaUe ( 
and it was not probable they wouM 
venture to aft in lu flighting a manner^ 
were they not convinced that d<fficul* 
ties would fhortly arife, to prevent 
Great Britaitt ■ from infilling upoA 
their doing her complete juiiice. 

With rcfpe£l to the v^aknefs and 
fubcniffiotk oC lUt tc<Atv\^r) vcv ^^ Q.<^* 
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▼cry <if error (hould be foHowcd by 
an immediate rcccdinjr frum it, with- 
out coufuUfng tbc preiudices of falfe 
buoour. Every flep lud been ulctn 
in ordir to vrive at tlie reality of the 
fituation of Amerfca« and every mau 
had been coufuUcd whofe kuowlcd^e 
and expenenct of that country intitlcd 
him to credit. After cxaminationt 
and confultations upon the niinuteft 
drcumftanvcs relating to etcry Bri- 
tifli colony in America* the rcluh had 
been, that the layiag on the Aamp 
aft wai a mc-afurc equally til timed 
aad ill advifcd. There was not at 
thitprefent day fufiicient meann for 
the people there to comply with the 
terms fpcciBtd by the ad. Wealth 
they undoubtedly had ; but it did not 
conGftofgold and Alver in the fame 
proportion as they arc found tn other 
<^>untrie• : to levy the payment (»f 
this tax in the manner propofed^ 
would occafion more dillrda among; 
them than waa conceivable in Eng> 
landt where tbe olenty of the pre* 
cious metab enabled every body to 
have fomc (hare of them. Other 
material objcf^ions were alfoalkdged 
againft the carrying of this a£l into 
execution. The people tn the colo- 
nies thought themfcrlves treated with 
great unufu^il feverity by thevariomt 
ordinances relative to their trade* 
that had taken place prevrous to the 
ftamp a6t: As they bad been rigor- 
oufly euforcedt and were at the lame 
time deemed highlf injudicious and 
opprcfftre by the people of England 
as weYI as of America, thefe were the 
more deeply cxafperatcd at them ; 
and were oot therefore in a difpofltioii 
to receive fre(h burden*; with the fame 
wilhngnefs they bad formerly lellified. 
To have recourfc to comptillion would 
prove bad policy ; k would indtfpofe 
them ftill further, and be the means of 
HiU greater nppreiiiou than the former, 
witlioiit aiifv^criii^ perhaps the tniend- 
fd end ; ac in fu extenfive a country^ 
vlicre tow&t and babiutiMi uc oficA 



at a grrat didmce and the iuhabitant^ 
thinly flattered, they would by van- ' 
ous ways be able to elude the payment 
of tlie fax. An imp«iiition tliere- 
fure, that came accompanied with lb 
many dillicalties in the exccutSoOt 
and produced fo much til blood, d«l 
not defer ve fupport. The fooncr h 
was repealed, the fooner the luifeliiefs^ 
it bad alrcacfy produced, would btf 
repaired and Kirgutten. 

Intemperate proceedings were im* 
poted to the Colonics \ that they had 
afted with an unbecoming degieeof 
warmth, am! treated with indecency 
the lawful commands and authority 
of the mother-country. This was a 
barlh accufition to be levelled indif* 
crhninatcly up<jn a whole people col^ 
ledlifrcly. Trdc it was, thdt among 
the lower fort in (lances of heH and- 
violence had happened, which could 
not he excufed ; but they were not 
approved by the bettei;** ^-niob i» 
DO where to be contained within 
bounds. What tumults had lately 
been frcqaent in England, even in the 
mctropolii, at the very doors of Par- 
liament, in the prefcnce of Mrjtily 
itfclff Were the milkary to -te let 
loole on this account ; and wasanun- 
diilingui/hed paniihment to he inflid^ 
ed on th^ innocent as well as the 
^ttiky ? Sucii meafurck might be con- 
fillent with the principles of fome cf 
tbe defpotic courts on the European 
continent, but were by no menuii ad* 
miflthle in a country of freedom, fuc^ ■ 
>s Britain ; where it was jullly pra»' 
fumtd, the majority of the nativet 
fch for the A medians almoll ai miKli 
as for themfrlves, and would not Cee 
them delivered up to the difcrction nf 
the mihtary, without cfponling their 
caufe, even if it were ]ef» defenfiUc 
than it appeared at prcfent. 

It is an in^lible maxim even ui 
private difpuies, that the party wh»' 
maoifells the gntateft coolnefs, ia^ tar 
the nature of -thingtt alwaya tfan> 
fuitft of coming q% wAk the noft 

•hauauM. 
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age* Inpurfuancc of this, it 
d Great Britaifiy. for her own 
o avoit) all pfeci^tation ia re- 
o htt Colonics. Notwtchftand- 
; lU-humour they- Kad (howti, 
Britain tcsis in (ad, the a^nrci'- 
d had occalioiicd it by excrcifing 
Lhoritj with too high a hand, 
uetncthod of keeping fubjeds 
Ifpoficion always lo obey* wai 
xin«r the reins of govcrii(Bent, 
rtr, through inadvertance, or 
her caufc, they had been drawn 
^lit. The chief fault of the 
;>f nations, was tlieir prupenii- 
exert their power upati too 
MTcaGonr. The art of govern- 
ppily ; was not to govern too 
; and to leave mankind as 
to their own li^oerty of conduct, 
ht be eompatibie with the ge« 
nterell of the cummiiQity. This 
id not been ohfcrved with the 
icaus : too cloie and narrow an 
:ion had lately prevailed in tl) 
loncerns. It wai this condu^l 
rxafperaied them ; it was this 
% therefore, tliat required ai« 
n on our ptrt. A* KftgUnd 
'gun the difference, 4t became 

put an end to k, by a ccflation 
*e demands upon America, which 
fu grievous and iutolcrable to 
•tliough (he might be able to 
y with theta, yet as her com* 
e oiuil eitlier proceed from co* 
, or, at bell, be attended, with 
(al murtAur and difcontent, it 
f became the natural geoeroGty 

Bntiih nation, as well as the 
motional lenity of its government, 
e way to the defires of the A« 
ins, were even policy and in- 
Dot to dilate fuch a coudcfcea* 

t Afnerteani'kad formerly con* 
i the Britifli Pariiamenc as the 
ire protedor of tlteir liberty, 
ways fpoke of that body with 
ofoondeft feneration : they look- 
m it as a fludd of dricDce u 



tiers, ^ and crnfidently relied on ks 
alEllance in the redrtfs of any gnev* 
ance they might complain of. Tirit 
Confidtfttce and refiH^ci was, however, 
much dimiuiflicd by the dHFoivnC 
treatment they had lately experienced. 
Ill Head of (he mildncfs and complai. 
fance that affembly was wont to ex- 
pnrfs towards America,, the affairs c^ 
that country were n»>w, it fci-ms, wo 
iongcr a favourite oLjctt ; and ka 
pnifpcrky was viewed rather twiih ate 
unfriendly and jealous eye. T^iey 
oftce were free to lay their reprcfenta- 
tions before parKamcnt, with a full 
ftfcurity they would be duly attended 
to ; but times were now fo unhkppily 
changed, that when tliey applied^ 
with all reverence and humility Cor 
its interpofitiun in ihcir behalf. Par- 
liament rcfufcd even to receive t^cir 
petitions.. 

The confequence of this fc verity of 
GonduA wasUich, tliat it was in v^ia 
to expert a ret urn of good will, or tf 
.coffltnerctal interconrfc with Ameri- 
ca, without a repeal of the ad m 
qiKtlion* This was tlie purport o^ 
the petitiona addreflcd to Parliament ; 
and onleit tkcy met with accepunce 
and fucceis, that rcfentment would 
never fubfide« and its effefls woul] 
continue in (pite of all eodeavoors to 
prevent thenu 

America ftood in no abfi)!-ute need 
of firiti(h manufa^ures notwithlland- 
ing the opinion of foroe. Thnfe tliat 
are the moll ufeful and neceffary, fiuh 
as clotlis and wooUena, iron and (lecl 
ware, and other article of equal uti-* 
lity and importance^ they had already 
begun to manufadure with fuccefs^ 
and would, in a (hort time, arrive at 
no (mall degree of perfedion in thofc * 
branches of workmanfhip* 

Th^ had not made fo much pro- ^ 
grefs in tliofe arts, that contribute to 
conveniency or elegance, but the ' 
people of Anerica were far from de« 
ficient, either io point of iud^iCb;^ ^ye 
ingenvQly ; MdVvad ^tc:ai^') Y^od^'^ft^ 
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It cf iJen^, that wit!i cncourigement, 
tliey wouLlfpccdily attain to a cou- 
fidcrable degree of cxpcrtncfs. But 
however tiH:le£;ant and coarfc the pro- 
(lu^iiona of the Anicricaii artiiU 
might be, the people of E:ik;Uad 
wonld* S8 a£tuai cupericnce had a!- 
restrly taught thinly tisid th^t no aU 
I'lrcments cf fuperi: r fi:icry, or evc:i 
of cheapn;'f3, woiil.I carry otf their 
manufa^iiri^ in ^le Amw-rioan mar- 
kets, or even fuffcr them to be ad-, 
mitted there. 

Tiie cnemJcs of Amcnca might 
smagioe that miter iais m'ouIJ be de- 
ficient ; but liere they were miilaken. 
The wool of their flecks couhl, in the 
fpace of two or three years, with 
proper manajrcmcnt^ furniih a fuf- 
ficient quantity for the demands of 
all America. The quality* though 
fomewhat inferior to that of England, 
was of remarkable finenefs. Flax 
they abounded in : immenfe quan- 
tities of flax- feed were annually ex- 
ported to It eland from Philadelphia 
8ml New York. They were provid- 
ed with iron in equal plenty ; and 
had among them numbers of work- 
men perfectly converfant in the man- 
ner of working it to the betl advan- 
tage. Thus I hey were prepared to 
face every difHculty iliat might arife 
from the internipiion of commeriial 
fupplies from Great Britain. If this 
rnterruptioD (hould continue any time, 
they might become fuch piofkients io 
trades and handicrafts of all kind?, as 
not only to raife a fufficiency of neccf- 
fariet for their confumption at home, 
but even to produce a ilock adequate 
to the demands of the French and 
£ngli/h Weft Indies, and of Spinifh 
America ; with wliom their nearer 
proximity would enable them to car- 
f y on fu«b a trade, on much more 
advantageous terms to both parties, 
than the diftance of Britain could af- 
ford. 

Thcfe were mattecs of feriooa con«. 
fideriUon io \he ^qflc «f En^aiidf 
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a III Ihould induce them to put a fnip^ 
to the perniciuu* fche:n;:s. that were 
cooing furjvard, before their tvil cot- 
fxiquencea arofe to a decree beyond 
remedy. 

Another ground of cninpliint a- 
mong the Am.*ncdus u't3, that they 
were mifrcprcfcnied in a manner 
eqiially injurious and indecent. Tliey 
were defcribed as void of loyalty and 
gratitude ; as earneiUy folicitous t<s 
profit all tliey could by tire generofity 
of the mothei countr)', and yet ba- 
willing to beilow their due (hare of 
CO operation. Bui did fads in any 
wife countenance fo grievous an ac« 
cufation ? Did not An erica, in the 
courfe of the preceding war, raife 
an army of twenty- five thoufand rfien, 
and maintain them nt its own ex- 
pence? i he troops fent from Great 
Britain did not amount to a larger 
number. In the war antecedent to 
that, they fupplied the Britifh expedi- 
tious agaiali Spanifh America with 
fcveral thoufands of their bell men, 
and exerted themfelves with equal 
bravery and fuccefs again (I the Frc nch 
in North America. The recapitula- 
tion of fuch fac\i was not made by 
way of reproach, but prcMJceded frooi • 
the nectflity of rendering Britaia 
duly fenfible of its midake, in taxinff • 
America with a defeat ef good-wi£ 

This was the purport of the cele* 
brated Dodor Franklin's fentimentSp - 
upon his examination before tlic 
a oufe of Com mons. 

The two chief fupporters of the 
caufe of America were Lotd Cam* 
den in the Houfe of Peers, and Lord 
Chatham (then Mr. Pitt) inthe Hou(ie* 
of Commons, "i'he firfl had becn- 
lateiy raifcd to the Peer.ige with the - 
univerfal applaufe of the nation, of^ 
which he had acquired the highcft. 
elieem and refptct, by hit condbA; 
while at the htvd of one of the tnuft* 
important departments of the hw*-: 
His argumcnta were decifively ia &• • 
Ycurof the Amcricaosy aad carried f 
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Vtth them a wcij^ht and rcfpedabllity 
that icnderfd tlicm ctFccluaDy fcrvlcc- 
ablc in thn'r caufc* 

Mr. Pitt hjd long been jufily ad« 
fnircd for bis powers of oratory ; 
but he difplaycd them on this occafion 
in a manner thar will nrvcr 1)C for^t- 
tcn by til >lc who were witiiefTcs of 
hik exertions ou that memorable day. 

Now the diffiute bci«%'een Great 
Britain and its Colonies fcemcd to 

Sromife au entire ccfTation. Their 
clires had been com plied with in the 
ir.ofl ample manner; and nuthing 
bad bten omitted to tcOify the iin- 
ccrity with which the parent Hate 
vithcd to live on the moii fiiendly 
tcrois with it^ AmcricAii depend* 



cncicQ. But the judgment of thofe 
wlio bad pjedidcd that the concef* 
f'ons f.f Great liritain to Americay 
inQead of hying the turbtilent fpirit 
whicli had laielv broke out amonir 
t.Mcm, wouid, on the conlrar)', in- 
creafe it, began to be ^erihed in 
many inland's. 

*l'/ie ahctiorsof the late mcafures 
of I he Uriciih minillry were now be* 
com.e the objifts ot general diflikc. 
Wl>ile ill England the heats occaiion« 
cd by the diiference of opinion coo* 
ccrningthc (lamp aft, were gradual- 
ly fuhfiding, in nm«rrica they lecmcd 
to have laid the foundation of an ir« 
reconcihihlc hatred to fuch as had Dot 
fidcd with the popular party. 
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l^fs^s produced by the repeal of the Siarnp Ach 



WHEN the temper and dUpofi. 
tion of the inhabitants of the 
diOerent* Colonies are coufidered, it 
wfli not appeal in the lead' furprifmg 
thatthev (houldbe eager and al\rt in 
the pnrfuit of what they judged their 
immediate intemi^y and jtalous of 
any thing that might have a tendency 
tutbwaiPt it. 

'i*he inhabitants of N<:w England 
are the dcfcendant^ of thofe cepubli- 
cant M'ho fled from England in 
order to enjoy their own notions of 
rengi<'0 and government without mo- 
Icftation. 'i'hey inlierited all the re- 
publicanifm of their furefathers ; vio- 
lent in the extreme in their oppofition 
to kingly authoritvy when they enter* 
tained the leaft fufpicion of its en* 
croaching on their liberties. Thejr 
may be juflly confidered as the lite 
and fosJ of xl2«f oppoStipa to Great 



Britain which terminated in tj.e loff 
of America. 

New York and Jerfey are chiefly 
inhabited by the poiterity of the tirll 
founders of that fettlement, who were 
X)utch9 and inherit all the indullry 
and frugality of their forefathers. 

The grcnter part of the inhabiiants 
of Pennlylvania conCils of Germans^ 
Uutch| and other foreigners^ wlio 
were driven by poverty and pcrfccu- 
tion to this friendly retreat. Ky their 
labour and induflry, Pennfylv.mia is 
one ot the moil Uridc and plentiful 
provinces in the American licmi- 
fphere. A confdera'J.c part of this 
province, of which the illufliiout 
Pcnn was the oiiginal founder an4 
proprietor, is flill polTcired by the 
Quakers. 

North aQdSoM\VvC^Tc!C\ti'Q^\ ^x^ Cix\^\- 
ly labablicd \jy 9l v^^i^^ '^^ W^v^^ 
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ritra^ion, who flill rrtiiin tne rcfpcc* 
live difpoliticn of their foirfatliers. 

Thf priinit've adventurers in Vfr- 
giiti.1 and Maryland were peopit of 
tl<e mrft rcTpr^aUe chataders* un« 
^oirupted in thcii morulsy and firm- 
ly attaihcd to tlie j^ovtromrnt At 
l^ome. But from ctrcumllances which 
mold hartlly be cuptftrd to pro(!ucc 
ru'ttcr (-nVdii, the general difpur>tionfl 
cif thefc provinces have undrr^mc 
» very f^reat c)iange. for many 
years lieloiis of every decription, pro* 
fh'gatcs of both (pxes and all cont^* 
pic yiouB, have been fent in (hoals to 
]'eoplc theft: two colonics. Thr coii- 
t<«;^iaicf:5, as furcfeeu bv people of 
<!ilt:crn!ncntf have proved h!;;hly iq« 
juricus to their rrpntatinn. 'i lu-y now 
abound in men ol a licentions ipiriti 
and avcrfe to le|;al controuh In 
VirgTilia the (landard of defiance ta 
Circat liritatn was fir(l fcuitled, by 
the refolutiuns of the Getve^al Aflei^- 
bly bcfiirc taken notice o^ 

To thii };c-neral tem|>cr and difpofi* 
t^OM of the ^gloniisit was owin2;^i^ that 
notwithllundin^the repealofth^ llamp. 
ac), as the other rcgnlationi previous 
U> U had not alfo been repealed, they 
continued in a dlfcon tended mode ; 
which though ripr\<t for a while 
from a fente of the cundefcenfton 
^lown them in that particular inllance, 
iV*t»ii broke out in a manner that con* 
▼!nced thinking pcoph: it woiJd final* 
I)' be attended with tkc mud fatal 
confecjuciices. 

On ttie repeal of the ftamp aA,the 
ititiiiiiry who io«ik that lUp, confcioita 
Jhat ihi-y were, in f.rf1, UoopJug to 
the Americnn:, thought thtiufclvig 
^'bligcd» althefinie time, to pnfs a 
bill diclaraioiy of the faprcme fove« 
leignty of Great Britain over all her 
Colonits, and of her eompeteficy and 
ri^ht to m\)ke liws and Uatates to 
LInd them in all cafes whatever. By 
the f^me declaration annulling all the 
rcfolvcs and proceedings of the Pio* 
vincial A/Tembliea that tended to 
'^kuaMojr MUtboritf im thm rcfpic- 



tire dtftriAt tn dependant of that of 
Great Britain, efpcciatl^ the fok and 
excluHve privile^ of tmpofing tasct 
and levying money* 

Ihougit thisftep was confideredat 
home as neci-fTiry to maintain the 
di)(uity of the Brittfh Government in 
the midd of fo much concrfTion, it 
Wis held by the Americana iu quitf 
another li;;ht. It was deemed z re* 
fervation of claiuit and )pretence9i ta 
be brought forth and enforced when* 
ever a favourable feafon occurred. 
This greatly diininiQied, in the ideaa 
of the Americans^ the complaifance 
of England. She appeared rather Co 
tempiHifci than ta yield, with a goo4 
gn^Ctyto t he de fires they bad (o eanie(^». 
ly expreflcd. The little imprefliufi 
made in America by the lenity of Great 
Britain^ was manifcAed on the verjr 
firft occahon that prefented itfclf ; an 
ad had been pal&d by the ^dmioi* 
ftration^ to which they were fo muck 
•bliged^ providing the troops canton* 
ed throus^hout the Colonies, with fiu:l\ 
necefTaries in thir quai^erSj as were 
indifpennble ^ thtir c^mfortalile 
fublilLcnce. In direct violation of thia 
a^tt the AiFembly of New York oafFo^ 
another a^, u hereby the mode of exe« 
ciitlng the ft>rmer was altered, and 
one of their own framing foSftttuted 
in its room. The news of this refrac« 
toriurfs and di&efpe6t«.wben hfoughl 
to Ln gland I excit^:d vn, lefa indigua-i 
tton than furprife, it was evidenUf 
calculated to ihoW| that Great Britaia 
ba<l no condefccndiuce to cxpeft on 
the part of its colonies, either in mat* 
ters ufgrciAteror hfli-r confequencct 
the prefent object was of the latter 
kind ; \et foch was the ill humu«r 
prevalent among them, «is to cavil «• 
bout a compliance founded upon the 
IXM>(1 obvious neccfllity. 

The beat of refentment for fuch 
undutiful behaviour, at firft was like* 
ly to produce very f^?ere meafnres | 
hut upon weighing the matter dclibe^ 
rately, the moderation that chftrne^ 
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taled more conciliatory methods of 
proceeding. In ordoi* to fupp.irt the 
•dignity and fupremacy of the lintifli 
legiflatnrcy without prt)ce»?dl:i,j to ex* 
tremities, and yet to make tlic Cu- 
lonies fcn'ib!e of Im deter n in atioUt 
not to recede fiom its jull rijhti, a 
bill waji brought ia, by w)iic!i it was 
cnafledy thit thek'^^iilatlvc p>.vcr of 
the general a.Tvrmhly of Msw yorlc, 
Aiould be totally ftiipeitdtd, until it 
fuUy complied with ail the tertus of 
tlie lA in qiicfiion. 

T he fame rcfaclory difpofition 
equally prevailed at ISoll.in. Korwith- 
rianding the equitablfntf:! of griiit- 
in? due compciifati<ms to fiK-h us had 
fuif^red from the liccncioufii els of the 
nob, during the rioti on account of 
the Ramp ad» ft wad not without dif- 
ficulty the general alfemMy wis in* 
duced to accquit themielves of their 
duty. 

Such proofs of an unruly difobe- 
^ient temp*ry at laii roufed the fpirit 
of the people in power at home ; tliey 
began to think it was ncceCTary by 
f.sme vigorons affertionaof the rights 
of Grer.t Biiain* to convince the 
Colo Dies that it had by no mtans jj^iven 
up thofc claims of paramount autho* 
rity, which it had exercifcd without 
oppoiition during fuch a number of 
years. Accordingly the pariidinent 
pafled an a6i, imp->iini^ duites on tci, 
paper* painters' colours* and glafs* 
imported into the Britifli pUutatiun^ in 
America. 

The recepttton thisadl met wiih in 
the Colooies was marked with no 
IrfSf if not more difapprubation than 
that which impofed the Aamps. The 
populace renewed its abufive b<?h:iv|. 
iBur, and the better fort iinmediately 
agreed to give it the moft open and 
determined oppofilion. To tin's pur 
pofei meetings were held ia all the 
principal towns ; wherein it was re- 
lolvedi to btftow exclufive encourage- 
mkau on the manufadurcs carried on 
In Americat and to IdTen the impor* 
talmr gad afc aft^rdgn comooditiesy 



a particular enumcratiin of thefe was 
maJe, wiiich wan cliiefly icvdle^l at 
the .IT tides that caint fiom England. 
\ circular letter wa^ like wife lent 
t ) ev':ry Colony by the ViT^rnbly of 
MilTidiufrt, w'iicli op;!ily toij-c ihe 
leid ill t>iis recoMi Dcn^einzat of a re« 
gulir oppo!Uii)n to Grcit HritJtn, in- 
viting tiic.n to i'>Hi i'J a co nn micj- 
tioM ^\\\ har!n«>ay of f«.:iti»ncii's, cx- 
prclfiiig their dif^^li8fi^ftio^ at tiic cyn- 
ducl of ths Britiih miniilry and af- 
fertiii;j in the llronKcll ter.ns, the in- 
jallicc a:id i.npropritfty of ics prefciit 
treatment wf^he Colonies. 

in tlie courfc of ilicl;: urrnppy al- 
tercatijns b:tA'cen Gi't'ai BiiLdiii and 
America in 1678, one of the ni ).'k 
unfortunate ciicumdances utieiidiiig 
it, was the en:i\iry f.ibli.li-ig bi-t veen 
the provincial AflTimMy of M .fFicha- 
fv!t and irs Oovcruor He wjii uu- 
quellionably a m.in of abilities , but 
was confiJered as a fecrec ^ot to liie 
caiife of America, and as a fwor:i 
champion uf the royal prerogative. —. 
In this li^'it he met wiiii a coailint 
feries ofobslrucviion in whitcvcr he 
undertook. Bickerings and dil'put.d 
followed each other unintcrrnpcedl/ 
and he had all the violence oi a party 
to contend with, thit wis aniiii.uej 
with ai much iriveter.icy again ft his 
perl'on, as with hatred to t!ie tne«»rirc3 
he fupported The contclk was >f 
courfe carr^Ctl on with an r>e to bot'i 
thefe objscls : pcrfjnal r^jiour wis 
evidently at the bottom of man ;.if 
not moU, of thofe perpeiual reprefen- 
tations and remondranccs with wvhich 
I hey never lolt the opportnnicy of f- 
fuiling him. Neither can ttbedeni-d 
thait feeling the Uings of tlieirain.no- 
lity, he often rcto'-ted it, an.i trcited 
them with ai« afperity rorrefponding 
to their own. The conftquences of 
this difTention were fatal t > the partica 
chiefly iuterefled in the great qjcilioi.s 
then in agitation. Great B: iiaiu and 
America owed many of tue ^luvc:^* 
tlona that arofc» vi^tixM^\ v^l ^v^«. -w^- 
upatHy {ubEi&An£ \aw«v^^ >X«w^i ^^ 
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llic TT.utiKil i'l-will *:[" the Governor ir.iconllitMiior.al, anr! ftiVA'crllvc of llie 

and t lie Ho'ifc f;f' l<cprti■.■^lat•V'.^,. — rijlils of Jiritid* i*M^?V.-C^<». 

'J lie new acis of tIi^ BriMi lc^;:ll ii'irc Tli*^ Govc'nioi ilirp.iirin^ of heiBfj 

rciKUc.! ;inJ afT-'jiitd fnHi iiwiiciiaig a'ol-j to pi-.-ify nu-n \vl.oU» rioleiu'e 

for tlic :il li'invi'.ir i;t l>.j:ii. All be !j!i.!s Kw ').•.;! nt ilij ptc-frrnt moment inca- 

f f nuui.nulun w. If Ji:»'.v f ir ;ur?rii i^i |):iMc of nimi i-M'ttn nt, lu» tlu»:i''hf it 

the vii.-Ivm<r will, wliic'i thi* '^;^tlnb'v }rtKi;.*ii' !<•:»:!] i-srn tl.c AJfcmbly, lliat " 

ttiwiii-.ii iii'ii. .'i • li.c t.lv.llna' Y I'f ihcv ir.i;«l!t liavv Jr-fuM' lo c<-ol «iiil 

the C* ivM:ic3 Irti 1 i^;liiy ex •fpi.raud p^invltr, witli Tome dv'i^rte of temper, 

tlic litiiHi t?d is^nillMtiop, I'm- 0-^\i:\'' on ilie tUps I hey ifitcjulfil to take « 

nor wn iordeii'c! 'o hCI wiih vljoiir ai.'i the huiiiufs tlirjt w.-.s ihnrtly to bo* 

reli.'l'jtiun, r.iKJ bv no n'.ciiiis ro fli.-vv' coir.'w i lie fuoj.ci of their (■!• lihr*rai ions* 

any i:iip«)l.t;un to y:tld to ihciu as I:i tfit- fpeteti .i<.r.>iiijii:iy:i]^ tliis pro* 

iui;\;i:rly. rir^aion, Ltf j;*nve a full vent to his 

'I'hc c'v•.■u^lv letter fr.vn t!»'.' Af- ciilVh '.u-.v v.i ihj bthiivfuiir of the 

r-.:nlily ( : M. l!">ihij!Vt h.:c! ri'.tii j»:ir- Iciu'ln;.; nje:iihiisi of the Aflk-rrblyi 

tiiul ir olicr.'-C; :ir»;i \v,.s vl-.v/id a? an v.hof.' arv.biii'.KiH and popuar vi?«s he 

iu'entinn t.) r.i fe -If iiiii vcrLil eu::i'pi- u'|'Pi!).iti:d with j;jr;il freedi»in, and 

laev t!-r. '.i:'liiu:r \\ij Coioiiic.-J r"'::li il wiitun lif dtiVribed :;s ninrh moro r,c- 

f Jieat .V.i i::k';. i -^ \v;js thertAjie i i- tiiated by fjdi<'n, than by any real 

ilru.V.'.d lo rti.;'nrc, in the moil po!i- comcvih for the public. 

tIvc rnd LH-u-iJiptorv lei:-'!^. lluu ihry To fonnrerh.il uicc :he circular let- 

Ih h'Uj iJtiii.I the iwroluLion whieli ler addnfTcd bv liie nrovincc of 

li;id pill IV sd tiuit Liter, an 1 «Vel;ire MatTichnfet to the other Colonics, a« 

li:e:r ilii.i;.' ri»i):!ii)'i i.f that lUp ai nothcr circnlar letter was written ta 

jirotn.t:;ii^ f; o.n rtiiurity ni'd prcvl- every IVv»v!:ici il nuvirnov in Air.t-ri- 

pirarion. IrcvM)!):; r(j tijiovquii'itloii, c i, by L:-ri Hilibi'.r^h, bsfly pvc» 

hv l».:d <.'onmij!i!c.:i» .1 t;> the /Mf-in- f.rud lo iIkmkw :ippointnient of Sc- 

b^y, a lcit«r wi.ii.ii til hiii) fiom eietitry of Sjatc for tlic ArLCiicaa 

l...id nh ll:::-r..:, llic Sf..-ivi;"'y of depjrlmc:il.-. — 'i hii h'licr \v:i3 intcnJ- 

kii.U", and wSil-Ii cuniaiiud levdid ed a^ a nfnt nion •'^f the (>ther, wliieb 

ixpieiTi ':is rial iliewcii lio-.v dila'^ict- it r^prefenud .is ealcnl.ittd to mill. ad 

8*hl and ofki.fivj their c^ndu^^t :ip- the puM!*; nii! iiil it wiih ground'efs 

peiiVtd ro *iie i5riti(h niiniiiry. j(.aiiiurics ntnl fi'fpicio:=i of the defirns 

Ihe Afl'e i.My li^?;hlv ex;:fptratcd <f Guat IMliau, as ien'Ji:Mj to in- 

stl the coiiuins of il:is htter, acenful lianie the mintls t)f men with iinjiift 

him of ha\i;i<^ n.ifi\p:LTenre 1 them rtfentn.vnts, and to exeiie tliem to 

:it h«imt ill liisofli-ji'il dtfpaiehi's co- tiniie in o{>purilion to the lawful uuilio- 

])ieii ot uli:( i) they iiifiiled he (h:)i:ld ril'-' of the p.ivt-r.t ilace. 

))ro('nee, if he nu-:HU to cle;:r bin felf It is grneraHy believed, that ^fiad 

tifthc nnpntatii'n they eluirt^^d Mm there i en. aintd iht hull inrlinntion to 

V t!i ; oiherA-ile they fn «ujd lonfjder me^ t the wilhes of tlic miniiiry fo zt 

}]:ni ill the od-on'i liuhl of il fcout calu- to put «n end to altereatiLm 1i«- 

inniator. On hii^rehiu.lof tin jj copiei twecn Britain and her Cohtnies, a 

they wrote htrevs to t!te n i..iJiTs in medium on this Qco*dion mi^rhl have 

Lni^land, w-'Cein they cxcnlpated been found by il»c Allcmbly i.f Mufl'a^ 

thc'i.feivrs fiom the char>.cs (f tlie chufct, to reconcile thitr own rights 

(aovtrnoi, and reprcfeitted him as and importance with the fuprcmacy 

^u.ity uf n ifr;pri:rtnLion and pirtia- nnd dipiity of the Diitifh Parliament. 

lit}. I hey aeL-omp.:nicd thefc com- Co»(c|!xons ir.i^ht liave been made^ 

pLtnt* with H'Tii irm. in ffrauces a- which v^ouldWNC Civcd ihc bonoii^ 

^MiUi iln Iztc hcU oi ParJiamc t, as of bviuiu, vi\v\\o>ax ^w^ij^vv.'*^ Item 



ite 



alSTORY OF THE LATE WAR 



•cdom of the Co!oni(ls. But this 
f unity of reconciliation was re- 
with more unanimity than was 
Led. When the qncftion ro re- 
the rcr»liitii5n«» of tlie fornur 
was put, \z palTcd in the in:^ i- 
f a divll4ou of niucty two to 
e n. 

I refufal was in a jijrcat nr.cp.fiirc 
yned hy their nein-^ ma ie ac- 
red with the coiifcqueiirfs that 
Fulbwit. 'rhty vvtrc toK! that 
e they did not ci»niply, t' cy 
immediately to ue dia«jj\\J. — 
this iriformnilon, after c.'>niii!t- 
igclher the fpacc i.f a w.vk, ihev 
d ii rcccfs might he ^nmttd 
in order to advlfe with tlicir 
tuents< The denial of this ex- 
ited them, and tlicy fnthwith 
to the above delcrmiiiation.— 
concUi.led hy vrilinj^ n Icttir 
)rd Hi!fh. trough J lo juilify ihcir 
cdin^^ft »nd by feuding to the 
rhor a tr.eftujrc of the fame ten- 
. Tijev delivered themfelves in 

if 

with the utmod freedom of 
;ht and txprifTion. They inliftod 
the propritly of the circular 
; that they had a ri<jht to corn- 
rate their fcntimcnls to thcli* fcl- 
'ubjedlt» upon matters in which 
vere all jointly conctfntd ; ll.at 
( the undoubted privilege cf the 
lies to unite in a petition to the 
cfor the redrefs of their grifv- 
They reprobated, trith great 
th, the requifition to rffjiiul the 
tionis of the former houfe ; cal- 
t u neon (lit lit ional and unp'X'ce- 
dt they complained oft he epithets 
ved on their conduii^ through 
ggisftions of their fvcret enemies ; 
jat wlnic tlicy were doin;( no* 
but what was perfcfl!) ji'liii- 
they fhould be acciifed haibour- 
cditius deHgnB* They did not 
t the fame time, to remondrate 
ft the laic acts of the firitifh 
iipciitas fubvcrfive ofthe princi- 
f liberty ^and sa highly oppreffive 



But they did not fl')p here. In- 
Aimed with refentment ae^unft the 
Crnvininr, whom they confidercd as 
their cp.jiital cnfrnv, and the r»rimc 
c.iufc of tlic difplcaruie cxpr^fFcd a- 
p:iinil them, ihty drew up a lift of 
ehar^^cn, i f which thcv rep re fen ted 
liim rjiiltv, with much hc-it and »icri- 
mony, d'ciarin^; him unfit to lonlinne 
in :he (iaiina he was invcOed with» 
and petition: n;' for nii imincdidte re* 
movnl. 

This v:o!ent Veh^viour of the Af- 
r-muly of M..(f.i liuftt was Ii!;e a 
ri\>[naland cNanpfC to the other Af- 
fiTiihlics <.f t! e Amerlcj.n continev.t. 
They trcilcd the ciicul-ir htierS| 
wrlttei to each of : hem hy tlie Sectc* 
tary in the .^mTfican dcpurtmcnt, 
precifcly Ii». the Tiine manner. They 
u ifMiiri.'KiIy vi.tetl acl Tf (h-fl to that 
AfrcmMr, exprcidvc <.f llicir «.ji;>rL)- 
l)aMon n-.-l coi.rr.rreiKe Ir all its mea- 
fiiies^ Tliey wrote to the Amcrlcau 
S.critary in the fame ily c ; approvc- 
Jng and judifyln^, v\ the moit forcible 
termis, tlic condu^ of the Afiembly 
at L*'Oilon,and condtmning the purport 
of hib- own letter with the mod explicit 
freedom. 

They meant to {how at the fame 
time, tli.it they did not wifh their dif« 
fatitf.idlion fhould evaporate in mere 
complai:Uii, 'he renewed their for- 
tner com!;inatioM againd the ufe and 
importation of Englifh goods, and 
a;ireed to vend or purchafe none 'hat 
flionld arrive, aft^r fuch as had been 
ordered previoufly to the expiratioa 
of the prcfcnt year. From this agree- 
ment articles only of indifpenfible nc- 
ctfrry wtp" excepted ; and it was to 
Jiold good tin the laic ads were entirely 
repealed. 

Agi^at tumult at Dodon took 
place a few days iMffure the diffolutioa 
of the Afienibly of Maflacbufet. A 
Ti;ffel belonging to one of the principal 
merchants there, was feized by ordirof 
the Board of Cudomt, in o^\vC<c^\o\^t. 
of having tvcft\€8it^\^ cot^^'^ ^V^ 
the TeRa\»Uou% Wk l^picR. ^^ 
E 1 
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Neither (lid tlicy for^ft to com- 
))1ain of gri;;v:incci, a:id uf the im- 
putation of ciifioy.iIty utu er whtcli 
they U'jj'iftlv ]iib'>urc'd in Kngland ; 
earned! / deiirinjii^ that he m-ouid con- 
iciit to the mcetinj; of a General AC* 
fcmblv* BS the fufcil and nioik cuii» 
ililutional remedy tlicy cotild have 
vccourftf to* in their prcfeiicdillrcf^. 
, Th^ Governor, howercr, remained 
iii/Iexible in hia denial of their rcqucft ; 
•ijvifing them ferioufly to reflecl on the 
dangers tiiey were cxpoilng thcmfclvL't 
tOt by coQtinumg afleniblrd in ded- 
ance of law. He exhorted them to 
<ieflll from r6 unwarrantable a con- 
duct and quietly to fcparate, belore 
he found himfelf obliged, as the Rc- 
prefrntative of the Crown, to ulFcii 
its prerogativei in a more dccilive 
inanuer. He told them they might 
reft affurcd, that Great Britain was 
determined to maintain her fuvtrcijrnty 
ixnrmpairedt and would find means to 
iofure obedience. 

The anfwer to tlic Governor's ad- 
monitions, was, that the Convention 
could only be viewed as a privdte af- 
fembly of perfons, met to confer ami- 
cnhly on their concerns. In that light, 
which xi'^s the only one they claimed, 
no criminality or rctradtoiiiitls could 
be imputed to them. 

The Governor would give no audi- 
mce to this fccond nieifage ; allediic- 
ing, that to grant them any hearing, 
would be admitting them to be legal- 
ly aflembled, and might tend to con- 
fer a weight and importance on them, 
which he wholly difavowed- 

Ilistirmneld dil'conceried them ;->- 
They contented thenifclvc& with draw- 
ing up a report of their proceedings ; 
which, contrary to the liyle they had 
11 fed hitherto, was conce;vcd in ternis 
fif remBikable niuderaiiun. After 
nentiooing the mo: Ives of their meet- 
ing, and difdaiming all pubhc> autho- 
rity, they recommended entire dtfe- 
fence and fubmiifion to govcromcjity 
and a rcfpe&fui depcisdaace on the 
wifdt^m mod eqiuij of the Isinj and 



his (tiiniilen, for a jull and timely rt* 
drefs of their gricvancer. Tiiey 'ad- 
ded llrong proieftationi of iheir readi- 
iiefs to aifilt iu their feveral capacitici^ 
ia the maisitainance of good orderi 
arid to co-operate with the civil g<^ 
v«rnment in the fupprtllijn uf all k* 
rrgUiarhics. Arid coirduded b^ a 
drcUuiltjintial reprefentation of thtif 
own cmd uc^ on the prefeut occaGoni 
and of every trai.fadiiun wliidi re- 
lated to it. This was doitC by way 
of apology, and to obviate or diminifh 
the ftnifter ituprcfli jna which the vio'' 
Icnce of their late proceediogs might 
have occafioncd. It w^fi tranfontted 
to thtir agent in Londouy wiio watf 
carefully inflrucled to make the bcH 
ufe <if it for that purpole. 

Ac the lime t)ie Couvention broke 
up, ieVcial iranfports arrived with 
troops, under the convoy of fume 
fliipj of war. I'here were dilGcilitits 
at t\rk about quartet^ing them. As 
calUc VV^iUiam wai fufH^icntly roomy 
to accommodate thtra, ohjcdlioiis 
were liarfed to their admiilion into 
the Uiwub where no barr.icks had 
been prepared for their reception. 
Fiut thid diificulty was luckily rein^iveJ 
by fitting up fomc houfcs that were to 
be reputed barracks, and in which they 
were to Le adiuitted on that fooiiug, 
in order to obviate any precedent of 
their bein^ quartered in private houfcs. 
On thefe conditions they earner •) ftiore, 
and were allowed the provifious ulual 
to be furniihed by the Colony iu fuclk 
phsces. 

Tne fpirit of turbulence that had 
reigned fo long ur.contmuled fv:enied 
rather damped on the arrival of thib 
military force. As it was now ima- 
gined, that having once begUDt Great 
Erituin would continue to adt with 
vigour, thofe who btfoie had been the 
open promoters of oppolitiop^ began 
tu liiliik it necelTary to proceed witb 
(.aution, and to affume an appearaocff 
uf moderation. But the tranquility 
efftdUd by this meafure wai unhaf^/' 
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}r untoward caufcs, produced a 
oFtncident^that fot-jn put an r-nd 
e fxpe6latic>ns that ti^d b.*cii 
i of frci ng a ceEatiun ot: :his an - 

conlcil. 
f Urc conduct of ihr PrDvincc of 
;hufit had given jT^rat olFcnce 
Inland. It was rfprtftriircd in 
rnc: t« as an atr«v ifiita vdl ition 
dignity of the IJritHh IririfluuK, 
I ari explicit diuiul of its n:u!ir}- 
The public w?.s :in:cioti';, ii ilie 
lime, lo fifC a pcrii.l of ihcfc 
cs, convinced th:it tiiey wouii', 
foon tcnntnatcd, occjfion niif- 
nf a Vi.ry fcricms na'.nrc. The 
)Hrl!%.<; that divide J tia' I>ri:l{h 
' «n ih's fuijjtcl, f':l>(i!*c(l liil) in 
fjll fuice. 'I Iioic WHO had :\t 
•m.iinjcvment of the difpntc re. 
ended coereive rr.er.furcs, ad- 
to their former opinion with iin- 
I w;irmth ; anii fuch as preter- 
rnity '^nd condcfcendente, were 
s ilit'tiucus in mainuiiiin'i^ ihe 
fs of tiii-ir ft-iitr^^nis. In this 
iial cif'.tlict of ideas, the pctiple 
•jc engaged, as before, vviih 
carnclliiefb.— ' bus rhe alttrca- 
(iiitinued in Brf*ain, a<t well as 
meriea, viih as h'cile (i;(fis of 
g Ipecdily to any Cdm-Iulinn. 
I tins cir^iinr.|lai:cc, principjilly, 
fpt upihefpirit of diffcution in 
icii. Had the IV.'.iilh nation 
irll aiiC'lait of onr rTiinH. on tliis 
\ Lord Chnlhiim's r.fL-rtion in 
uu(f: of Cor.iinons wc nid have 
▼triiricc;*, and tljt refi.lai'tr «»f 
ica v/oiild only have j'n vi k'.d 
iiaicti'»n. Biit the (.laniinc of 
c iiiti!e!ls in l^ritaiii, g:ive a 
ih to the pretcnli ifis, :i:id an 
Lance to the tranl.r^iun:; in the 
ies, tliat perplexed the ctuncils 
e nation, and rendered I hem 
tt ing and tnd eel five. 
: oppohtion in America was at- 
I, oil the contrary, tvitli unani- 
and conduiEled by per Tons of 
abilitJrj^ it ihcnfnrc was not 

vf that thf}' fhould make the 



mod of the divif!oni prevailing amoT)^ 
the rulin;; people iu BritaiUy ;ind, 
take all thofe advantages that uecci- 
larily accrue to an enemy from the 
difnnion of hi« ant gonitis. 8uch hag 
ronl^antly been the pcffualion of the 
j idicioiu and dilccriitng» ever iince 
the commencement of ihia contclU 
Thus, iiotwithilanding the rcfoJuiions 
taktn from time to time by the iiritiib 
mini-try, lo ir.vcc the Americans lo 
ob-d fence, as tlie C^jlonlcs were wcI 
acquainted with the iullability ci* 
pwjple in power, they ciitiifiied no 
^roundhf^ hope, that iu tiic fivqucnt 
ch;mpesof the minillryt on-; mi^, lit at: 
!i U Kiife hivouiabie to their piLlen- 
fi:.ns, :".nd ir.chned, for tiie Idkc of 
tninquiiity, to luuke the cuucciiijus 
they ricm.mdtd. 

With fuch an expedliitiiin, it waa 
rot fiirpritirig they tb >uid continue ia 
harrafs every adnr.niilration thdt prov- 
ed hodiie to their demands. They 
had done it hitlicrto with incccfs, and 
doubted not, throu;;Ii prefeverancc, ta 
gain the point they pr^'pokd. 

i^uch was the relpewtivc fituatioa 
of Great Britain and America, at 
the opening of the year one thoufaiid 
fcven liuntUed and hxiy nine ; wlieo 
anew f)iUm appealed to hiivc beto 
foimed in regard lo America, and a 
determination taken to ciianre the 
lenity aiid f«)rheaiai>ce hither .'CXer- 
cifed, ir.to fevcrity and compulsion. 
In pnifiunce of whieJi. an addiefi 
Wi»?? preieiiled lo ll e King by both 
Hi'iiles, wherein ihv*y paiTcei the 
fi.v. nil cciifurch on the bch.i\it)ur of 
the .-. fkmblyof Maii'jchiiftl ; liic va» 
rious-Mfidutions it iiad puiRd dero- 
j^iitor)- lo the cliims of ilic j^ritilh 
Ic^iflature were d eel 'lit d to be r.iiil 
:ii:<l void. The eiicnbr letter it hud 
written to the olhev CoK>r.ie5, invitinr 
them to j'.>ni in a common petition a- 
g.iinil tiioic ciaiir.St ^^a-f condemned 
at iilegdl, uncoil (lit uttunit}, r.iid un« 
warrantable iv ;\ ^eo^^^ vnW '^v.VwvkVi - 
K'dged lV\ewAv:\\e\ ^wVy-^. \o v\m 
Crown oJ Gicoit liuvsivxi- Vv >k^\ i 
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Ufn reprobated lit injurious to the 
Brili/h njttun, nnl evidently cakii- 
hteA CO fpread difconteiit and create 
factions fnimical to the parent Itate, 
and dirtclly fuh VtrHve of its fuvc- 
rcipintyr over the Ci>lonic!i. 

By this addrcfd Boflon, in psirticu* 
LiTt was reprefented a« the fratofin- 
ceflant cpiifiinon. Kiot9 and diilur* 
bances daily fuccctded to each other « 
and the inhabitants were become fo 
vnruly and tumultuous, that no re- 
fpc6l nan paid to civil government. 
The cfHcers appointed by the Crow.i 
in the various departments of public 
fervicCpdid not any longer dare to 
:tttempt the execution of their dniy. 
The nia;ji ft rates, inrUad nf exerting 
themfclves for tt'.e nri^oration of good 
order, remained palfive fpc6lators of 
rlicfe tumultuous proceeding a. It 
was tinie9 therefore, for liic executive 
jjower to interpofe, ir\ order to effect 
that by force, which could not be 
Cf>mpa(rc:d by lenity. It was de- 
c)»red in this addrefs, that tlic pro- 
ceedings of the people in their town 
meetings were unhwful and fedi- 
tious ; that their appointment of a 
Pi oviiicial Convention, and their let* 
tcrs to the feViCral towns, requefting 
them to e]e6l f/eputies to that intent, 
were cellnsOlive of all government^' 
9 ml tended to cllablifh r.u authority 
indcptmlent of the Crown. The meet- 
ing of the Convention itfi.lf, was a 
daiinfr iffurpation rf power, and a 
mr.nifcH dctinnce of the Britilh legifla* 
ture. At theftime time, it cxpictred 
a fu'rl concurrence in the meafiircs that 
had been taken, to reduce that town 
and province to the obedience due to 
Crcat briiciin. It promifcd a 6rni 
fupport of all the mcafurcs ncctflury 
for that end ; and coii eluded Ly ad* 
\irmg, tlhit an cxcmpldry puriiflmicnt 
fliould be infiided on the nutliuis of 
ihc late dil'urdLrs. In order to do thij 
the more fpeedily and effcftually, it 
wagpropcifcd that Governor Bernard 
laMt be wUru^tcd to tranfmit the 
A//t/I wformiitloD be couJd procurey 



of all treafonabtc aAs committed in 
the Colony of MafTichufct within the 
foregoing year, fpecifying the perfont 
moll active in their perpetration, that 
a commiiU'in nr.iTht iffue from tlic 
Crown, to inquire into, and determine 
upon the guiit of the rcfpeftlve offen* 
ders, within the limits of this realm, in 
conformity to a flatute made in the 
rei{;n of Kcury the Eiglitp flionld 
ruificieit ground appear to wairaot 
fwch a method of proceeding. Not« 
witiiiUndiivg t^is addrefs was voted 
by a great majority, yet it was Aron^* 
ly oppofed : and a multitude of argu- 
ments were adduced, to fltewthe dan« 
fier, as well ad the impropriety of 
udng coertive mcthodri in America. 
It wus alicdged that Great Britaia 
h.'ivin^, by tne repeal of the ftamp 
a^^, renounced all ideas of compnl- 
fiDU, it ought, confitlently with its 
honour and juilice, to itave perijlled 
ill that plan, which, at all events, was 
the fafcil. 

Mtauwhilci the arrival of the Bri- 
tifli troujjs at Boftin, had been pro* 
dudtive of very alarming events.—^ 
During fome time, an appearance of 
harmony had fubfillccf between them 
and theinhabitauts ; but the intent uf 
their coming rendered their prefcnce 
obnoxious. 'I hty did not evidently 
come as friends : they were, on the 
contrary, the mod dangerous foes; 
as under tlic pretence of maintainirig 
innquility, they came with an intent 
16 fubveit public freedom, and cfla- 
bliOi a dcipotic authority. Such were 
the ideas prevailing throughout the 
Anrtcrcan continent. 

Asloi.gas the forces that had ar- 
rived eontinued the fame in number, 
they were too formidable to be infult- 
cd with impumty. But the departure 
of a lar^e detachment having greittly 
dimin idled them, the people of Mjf* 
fachufet came, it feenu, to the rcfo- 
lution to expel this fmall remainder^ 
which tlicy looked upon with equdl 
aver fi on and contempt. So little were 
ih^ mlktr Tt]gati\cd oet ^\ea!QL«&^ \W 
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he tojea magiftratcs look'oc- 
tiblicly to repreHint thetn as a 
tndful. Ttic dcfigns forming 
them, were not, however, fo 

nonaged, ad to be entirely 
;d. An intimation of thiskind 
rod to what little cordiality 
have fiibdiied between them 
: inhabitants. Mutuil infults 
) vocations quickly followed ; 
fuant to the intent propofed, 
»pte 10 the country took np 
d prepared to join thofe of 
But before matters were 
tied for the execution of this 
n accident happened which 
:d it from taking pldce in the 
detigneJ. 
the evening of the fifth of 

1770, fome foldiers were af- 
and beaten by a party of the 
people.-- A tumult cnfucd ;— 
Iu.bita«t8 colIe6led fiom all 
F the town, threatening de« 
n to the roilitaryt whom they 
d with clubs and bludgeons.^- 
ed at this ufage, fome of the 
fired upon the populace, feve* 
'hom were killed and wounded, 
of^qrencc of which was, tnat 
: to prevent furtlier blood (hcdy 
idged neCcffiry to remove the 
tj Caille William. Had they 
red in this manner, it is pro- 
hey would have been cut to 

The whole Province of Maf- 
: was up in arms, and would 
are ovcipowered the fmall num- 
vhich they were then reduced. 

troops Rationed at Boilon, 

effe£l the purpofes for which 

lad been fent. The Colonies 

itinued in their former rcfolu- 

oppofe Britifli importations. 
ttions were publicly formed for 
^pofe ; they met regularly, as if 
thorifed by law ; and appuint- 
imittees to iufpe£l the cargoes 
veflels arriving from Britain, 
cenforcs were paflld upon all 
ufcd to concur iQ thofe aSbci* 

F 



ations ; and their names were publifh- 
ed in the newfpapers, as enemies to 
their country. I'he rcfolvcs and de"- 
crcts of thcfe meetings met with a 
compliance and reTpcft which was ut* 
tcrly denied to the authority of go- 
vcrnmrnt. In fome cafes, goods im« 
ported from Great Britain were ira- 
mediately feized as foon as landed, and 
fecurcd in warchoufes to prevent their 
fale ; in other cafes, they fliipped then! 
to Great Britain. 

Parliament, upon receiving intelli- 
gence of thefe proceedings, was 
highly incenfed, and a determinatiotk 
was confequently taken not to relax 
from vigorous meafurcs, which, in the 
opinion of the majority, was become 
mure necefiary than ever. — la order, 
at the fame time, to make it evident^ 
that they were no lefs obfcrvant of 
moderation than a£luated by 2eal for 
the dignity of the Britifh Legiflature, 
they repealed all the late duties, ex- 
cepting that upon tea, which was re- 
fcrved merely to fave the national 
honour in the midft of fo much con- 
dcfceafioc ; and as an oLjcS which no- 
thing but a fettled refulution to quar- 
rel with Great Britain, could render 
deferving of any animadverfion on the 
part of the Americans. Many weighty 
arguments, however, were adduced a« 
gafnll the continuation even of this 
duty. )t amounted, in truth, to no 
mure than fixteen thoufand pounds ; 
hut would be confidcred in America aa 
an inlet to other taxes on the fame 
plan, whenever time and opportunity 
were more favourable than tlie prefent, 
fur the Britifh minillry tomakefuch 
an attempt. Experience (bowed this 
reafoning to have been well founded. 
The continuance of the duty upon tea^ 
trifling as it was, excited the murmuis 
of the Colonies in a violent degree'. 
They objected to it piecifely on 
the fame ground the oppofition ia 
Parliament had done, as an impofi- 
tion, which, if they confented to it» 
vgi^d. be mad<f a grecedevi\^ \\t>c\^ 
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^vhich otlirrs of tlic fame nature might 
Id future be demanded. 

In all probability the critical fitiia- 
tion of aftairf in Europe at this fva- 
fou [177 il contributed not a little 
to the infltjxibility of the Amciicans. 
To fay nothing of the difcontenta 
prevailing from various caufes at 
home, a rupture was apprehended 
ivith the Houfe of Bourbon. Tht'y 
livho patron ifcd the ColonieSydid out 
lail t9 urge thefe at weiglity motives 
to avoid any altercation witli them ; 
and to fzcrifice the little intereds in 
agitation between them and the mo- 
ther country, to the greater objects 
that might fhortly employ the whole 
attention and power of Great Britain. 

The concefiioQS made by Parlia* 
ment totlie Colonies indead of allay- 
ing this fpirit of inflexibility, fcemed 
lather to increalc it. Thefe concef* 
lions they looked upon as extorted by 
their own firmncfs ; and as owiui^i 
by no means, to the beuignity of the 
Britifh Government. Conformably to 
this difpofitioD, they continued to 
encourage their own mauufadurcs, and 
todifcourage thofc of Great ]3ritain,as 
far as it was pracli cable in a country 
that could not well thrive and flourifli 
without importing a confidcrable 
number of the moft eiTential articles 
rcquifite for the profecution of the 
mod neccffary branches of buHnefs, 
and could not, at the fame times, pro- 
cure many of them any where upon 
fuch advantageousterms as from Gi eat 
Britain. Sa that ButwitiiUanding the 
agreements of nonimportation, in 
which they were at full fo fanguice 
and xealous, they relaxed by degrees, 
prompted by convenience and interell ; 
and the general intercourfe in com- 
mercial matterswas carried on as ufual, 
without an) material interruption. 

The political intercourfe was at- 
tended every where with perpetual 
difpates. Governors were embroiled 
in daily conteds witb their Provincial 
Aflcmblxei. Prorogations and difiblu* 



tions followed each other of courfei 
accompanied by ceufurcs on the one 
iicle, and remonllrances on the other* 
Thefe inccffaat altercations could not 
fail further to debilitate the powrrsof 
government, already weakened through 
preceding caufes. The reverence doe 
to lawful authority feemed in a manner 
to be obliterated in the minds of the 
generality, and they feemed to cos- 
lider thcmfdves as at liberty to aA in 
all matters of trade and bufinefii with- 
out any fort of reftraint. This unrnli- 
nefs was prevalent every where. At 
Bollon the reli (lance to the CuHoiA" 
hnufc ofiicers continued to maniieA it« 
felf upon every occafion ; and wsa 
fumetlmcs accompanied with great io- 
(lances of inhumanity. Among otheni 
a ttdfcman, who had feized a Feffclfbf 
breach of the ads of trade, was feized 
by the populace, (lripped,Biid carried 
about the town befmeared with tar, 
and (luck with feathers. At the town 
of Providence, in Rhode Ifland, a 
place lo^ notorious for ^fniugghog, 
the people boarded a King's vcUel,lla* 
tioned there to prevent it ; treated 
the commander with great indignity \ 
ft ruck and wounded him ; and after 
forcing him and the (hip's company 
to go on (hore, fct her ou (ire. Thefe 
daring itifuUs were fully countenanced 
by their ruli' g men The General 
Adcmblyof Mi(rachufet did not he* 
iltatc openly to notify to the Gover- 
nor, that they acknowledged no fuch 
oiEjers in the Colony as the Cummiffi* 
oners of the King's Culloms, nor kocir 
of any revenue that he had any right 
to edabiifh there. 

The fettling falaries upon the Jat 
tices of the Superior Court at DoltoOt 
occafioned the moH inflammatory iaa- 
guage throughout the Province." ■ 
An addrtfs waft prefented to the Go« 
vernor, wherein that meafure W9fk 
ccnfured in terms of the greateft afpe- 
rity ; and a committee was appoiote4 
to take it into condderatioo, feltAed 
ai ufuali out of the different diftridf 

of 
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le colony. This Aflembly ex- 
W difavowcd the fuprcroacy of 
)ritifh legiflature over them*-* 

aflerted thac all men had a 
right to remain in a ftatc of na- 
fo long as they thought proper ; 
D purfoauce of this principle, 
iccufed the Britifh Parliament of 
g violated their natural rights in 
iety of cafes ; but efpecially by 
ing the powers of legiflation 
chenf* in Ttrtue of its own will, 
jtiXHrj to their own confcnt.— 
s of the traofadtionsofthis cum- 
; were induftriouQy circulated in 

town of Mafiachufet. They 
iccompanied by letters* warmly 
cing the inhabitants to rouze 
'elves and to remain no longer 
nt and iupinci while the irun 
)f oppreifion was daily tearing 
loiceti fruits from the fair tree of 
f. Such were their exprcifions. 

accident happened io the mid ft 
Te diiluibancesy which contributed 
kably to increafe the ill humour 
ifcontents of the Province. A 
rr of letters written confidential- 
perfons in place and power tii 
nd, by tlie prefcot Governor 
eputy Governor^ were acctden- 
difcoveredy and communicated 
: public. They contained un- 
able reprefentations of the dif« 
ns of the people in general, and 

fecret views of their leaders { 
Qtent was to (how the neceffity 
reive mea Cures, and of altering 
•rm of Government in order ta 
the people's future obedience. 
Tath and indignation excited on 
»i(ion prodt;ced the moil violent 
ions in the Aflembly. The 
d letters had fallen into the pof« 

of their agent at Londoni 
tranfmitted them immediately 

conftiiuents. They were car« 

Dp to the council by deputa- 

who were ftridiy enjoined not 

I them an inftaot out of their 

In this mortifying manner 

Fa 



they were prcfcnted for infpcA.ion to 
tlie Goveroufy.who could not deny his 
own fignatnre. In confequcnce of this 
difcovery, a petition was fent over to 
England, earneftly entreating the King 
to remove both'thefe officers fromtheir 
places ; but contrary to this requeft, 
they not only were continued, but the 
petitioi\ was. declured groundlefs and 
fcandalons. This anfwcr added frefh 
rancour to the animofity and refent* 
ment of the people of MafTachuftt. 

Another tranfadion was however 
preparing, the confequcnce of which 
were far more fatal. Notwithftanding 
the refolutions adopted in the Colonies 
agaioft the importation of tea from 
Great Britain* means had been found 
to import it, though in fmaller quan* 
tities than heretofore, owing partly to 
the lower price of that brought from 
ot her poun tries. This diminution was 
very prejudicial to the Eaft India 
Company ;. and the more felt at this 
time^ as they had lately experienced 
fome mouifications from government. 
In order to make them (bme compenfa- 
tion, the Parliament empowered them 
to export their tea free of any duty 
payable by the Company [1773.3 In 
virtue of this permiffion, the Company 
fieighted ieveral (hips with tea for 
North Americas and appointed agentt 
to difpofe of it In the fcveral colonies. 
This open and avowed manner of 
bringing a commodity among them» 
in dircA defiance to their con fent and 
oppodtiouy was, in their opinion, aa 
intuit not to be fuffered. Private in- 
tcreft,as well as public averfion to this 
meafure, contributed to render it odi« 
ous. The dealers in tea fore fa w that 
the profits of this branch of bufinefsf 
which were very confiderable, would 
henceforward center exdufively among 
the Company's favors. Unfortun* 
ately for the meafure, thefe fadora 
w^e the profefTed adherents and fup« 
porters of the Britifii adminiftration : 
thisy of courfcy rendered thtmextrtmc* 
ly unpopular; and wualonea fuffici- 
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cnt molKe to defeat the bufincfs com- 
mitted to their managemeiu. 

The peri'ons to whum tlie tea c^ef- 
tincd for Bollon was coulignrd, were 
uuhappily of the family, and nearell 
conncdtioDs of thofw* who had vi-riuen 
the Icuers that had given fuch gene- 
ral offence. From thtfe CttufcK, (ogciiier 
with the h)ng fubliliingdeicrininaiiua 
to counteract the dcfi^'us of the briiifli 
zniniftrT, a fettled rufu*atioti was taken 
throughout the Colonies tooppofc the 
landing of the tea. They cuminuui- 
cited their fcotimcnta to each ocheri 
and were unanimous in ihe perfuafi ju, 
that if the tea was fulFcred to be 
brought afliore, it would become im- 
pradicable to prevent the fale of it.—* 
Thus the tax wouU take pla>. e, in fpite 
of all their endeavours to the contrary 

The people in the mean time af- 
fembled every wheic in large budics; 
mnd to make their rcfolves the more 
fpeedily cffedual, they compelled the 
configoees to redgn their appoint- 
ments, and folemiily engaj^e never to 
r^ fume them. Committees were cki'fcn, 
who took upon them to a6l with great 
authority. L'hey examined the accounts 
of merchantS| framed public telU, and 
declared fuch as refufed them enemies 
ip thtit country. 1 hty were inveil* 
cdy in fliorti with all thofe powers 
which a difcontented people are fo 
ready to truft th.-ir leaders with. Un- 
der the guidance and fanction of thefe 
rulers, every furt of liceiitioufncfs was 
tolerated. The public prints, from one 
end of the continent to the other, 
were continually filled with invedivcs 
againft the councils and policy of 
Great Britain. They fummoncd the 
people to refiilance from all quarters, 
and reprefeoted them as devoted to 
defpotifm,unlcft they univerfally rofe 
to face thofe internal, u well as exter- 
nal enemies, who were leagued in a 
confpiracy to opprcfs them. Such was 
the purport of the language they ufed 
botb ijk their r^eecLcs aud writiugs. 



Tliefc fentiments were not onlytliofs 
of the commonalty ; they were now 
adopted by allclaflcs indifcriminatc*;, 
and were the avowed principles of the • 
community. 

l^irce (hips, freighted wifh tea, 
enteied the harbour of Bollon ^Nov. 
1773. J while America was deltberat* 
iug to encounter th^ deCgnsof Bri- 
tain. The danger, or rather the im* 
pra^icability of landing it, was fo ma- 
nifcd, that the captains would will- 
tngly have carried it back to Englaod^ 
could they have obtained a formal pcr- 
miflion from thofe who were u£Sci^y 
authorlfed to grant one. Inthisftaic 
ofiufpenfe, the inhabitants who faw* 
that if they were fuffered to remain ta 
the harbour, the tea would iafallibly be 
landed, notwithftandingallprccautiuos 
againll it, rcfolved to put an end to the 
difficulty at once, by a blow that AonU 
llrike radically at all attempts of this 
kind. After giving notice to the con- 
fignces, the owners and tl^e captaini^ 
that they would not permit them to 
bring their teac aftiore, and inliftingoo 
their departure from Builon with their 
cargoes, upon finding that the Gover* 
nor and CuUom-houfe refufed their 
confenl, without which the fhips could 
not leave the harbour,a number of meo^ 
difguifed like Indians, boarded iheni^ 
and threw the whole cargoes into the 
fea. The fame treatment was expe- 
rienced by the vefFcIs laden with tea 
in other parts of America. At Phi* 
ladelphia, the pilots were forbidden 
to conduct them up the river Dela< 
ware ; and at New York, though fome 
cheils of tea were landed under the 
protection of a man of war, (he Go- 
vernor was conilrained to deliver them 
into cuftody, to preferve the public 
peace. But had the maders of^tbolc 
veiTcls been fuScred to bring the tea oil. 
ihorc, they would probably have found 
no perfons daring enough to taks 
charge of them. > 

CHAf, 
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Bqflon Port Billy ivitb its Confequences. 



account of thtf< proceedinj^t 
B America [1774] a formal 

wai immediately fent from 
one to both Houfci of Par- 
, intimating in the ilroogcft 
he necci&iy of taking the mo(l 
and fpeedy meafiircs, to put a 

them ; and of frMming fuch 
oofc ai might cfficacloufly pre- 
ir rtpetitioHy and ftcure an un« 
I dcpeudance of the Cdoniet 
Jrown and Parliament of Great 
And to prove the proprictj 
ncflage, a large number of pa* 
-elaid before the Houfet re- 
» the late traniadions in Maf- 
y and in other parts of Ameri- 
bey contained tbe TOtes and 
)tiB of the Colonies previoot to 
ralofthe fhips wiih the tea ; 
duA of the people when they 
: the menacing fpeechet in 
icetings ; and the daringnefa 
irntioua language univcrfally 
in their publications, 
inhabitants of Bufton, on ac« 
' their condu£l on this occafion, 
sked upon as highly culpable 
ferving of reprobation and 
ent. Every endeavour bad been 
engage their affiflance for the 
lion of tranquility ; but they 
ted thefe endcavrirs with fuU 
ind contempt : they had even, 

corporate capacity, publicly 
tbe (heriffio or.e cf their town 
I, upon his cfEcially warning 

break up tl»t afTembly as 

Thus they had bidden open 
to aUcivil authority,and taken 
of government out of the law- 
1; tnnaferring it to them* 



felves, and exei;cifing aflually all Hf 
powers aecprding to their own judgCf 
ment and 'determination. 

It was concluded, that it being evf^ 
dent from all the documents ful jrded 
to the iafptAion of government, tha^ 
the re-eltabli(hment of peace and or « 
derin that Colony could not be tffif^T 
ed without a dire6l and vrgorous iuv 
terpofition of Parliament, its powert 
pught not to be called into aclioni and 
could not be too foon cx'.rttd. Jt* 
was urged that fuch as were intimately 
converfant in the affairs of the Culo« 
pies, unanimoufly agreed, tb:it in their 
prcfent circumiiances nothing but fucli 
a meafure would bring them to reafont 
and induce them to recognize the law* 
fui (bvereignty of Great Britain,with* 
out further chicanery and difpute. 

They like wife began to be viewed 
without doors in the light of a rtiAi un- 
ruly people, ready to plunge into a 
fcrious q^uarrcl for flight caufcB, and 
forgetful of the amicable iiitercourfe 
that hadfo long fubfidcdbttwctn tbcm 
and the parent liate, and of the af« 
fe^ionate manner with which they had 
been fuppoited eveu in the prefenc 
conteft, by the good wilhcs andcoun* 
tenance of a coufiderubie part of the 
Briti(h nation. 

'I'his conGderation, as well as the 
preceding arguments, occafioned Par* 
liament to prefent an addrcG to the 
Throne ; promifing thetr fiimcft con- 
currence in the meafures it had re* 
commended for the !> bduing of tbe 
refradory difpofiiion of tbe Colonies* 

Ti*is addrefs, however, was not UQ« 
animous: there were many whe 
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thought that previous to the adoption 
bf fo weighty a nieafure, as that of 
•bfolute coercion, the motives on 
vhich it was f *unded (hould be cz« 
amiiied and difcufTcd with the utmoil 
freedom and Utitude. That this was 
a (lep vhich, uhcu once taken, could 
not wiih facility be recalled, and would 
10 the mean time involve Great Britain 
in fucli dilEcuhica and dangers as were 
6tcerto be left to the'imdginaiion of 
tbofe to whom they were thus hir.tedi 
than to be now made a fubjeA of ex> 
pitcit defcriptioD. It was argued that 
AfPericB was univrifiilly ripe for the 
vnoll obllinatc refiftancc, in cafe force 
Aould be u fed in the bufiiicfs of tax* 
atioo. Parliament might infift upon 
the lawfulnefs of tixing the Colonies ; 
but the Colonies thcuiftlves would de* 
cide whcti.er they would fubmit or re* 
fofc to be tdxed- Paft experience had 
fliown that they were determined to 
oppofe this meafure : — Why fliould 
th^minittry» thercforCt prcfuroc to aft 
upon fo dangerous a ground as that of 
coercion, with fo many warcii.ig of its 
impropriety ? The only profpe^ of 
fuccefswas founded upon a force fuperi* 
or to that of America : but were Great 
Britain to put forth her ftrengih upon 
this occanony would not the cipeocet 
prove iromcufe I And were fhe to 
iucceed, would not the ill temper and 
refeotment of the Americans remain 
unconqueredp and become a fource of 
ffonftant fufpicions on our fide, and of 
malevolence on theirs which would 
break out on the leafl opportunity of 
txercifiiig it to our deuimcnt ? in the 
prefent difpute, two national bodies 
differed on a poiut of fpeculation ; and 
c ne of the two was to be materially 
affcdled by the iffue of the difpute. It 
btCiime them both, thertforVf to pro- 
ceed with the utmoil caution, and to 
affo;:d no caufcs of irritation on eiiher 
^de. I1ie politt litigated, was of 
the moil delicate nature, involved in 
doubtt and perplexities, and would 



not unfortunately, admit of a decifioi 
that would fatisfy either of the cm* 
tending parties. Great Britain cUim- 
ed a right to tax America : America 
dm ltd that right.-^The former had 
cut (hort the matter, by deciding io its 
own favour ; but the latter rcfufed to 
acknowlegethejudice of that dccifioB} 
and pleaded the inequitablenefaof coo- 
demninir one of the parties con^cracd 
in fo fummary a manner : this was m* 
fuming an authority which waa foMd- 
cd upon mere prefiimption. Amtricii 
it was true, derived its political exit* 
ence from Britain, bot wat now be- 
come a confiderable nation, and onghl 
therefore to be treated with rcfpeiL 
Due attention (hould be paid to tbc 
ideas prevailing in fuch a nation i aad 
care (hould be taken pot to give offenct 
to fo Urge a body, by infifting npn 
their lelinquifhing perfaaixons aad 
principles which they hold as fnnda- 
meatal in their conftitotion. That in 
this litigation, the contending paitid 
flood on very different ground. Great 
Britain would lofe nothing by nuikiag 
concefGoDS, and waving tlie rights (be 
bad claimed ; blit America had mock 
to lofe by yielding to the dcmaadt 
made upon her. They were of a aap 
ture that affe^Ud her in the tcndeieft 
part ; they deprived her of the cuOp 
fequeuce to which (he thought lier&lf 
judly entitled, and degraded her in her 
own ideas This was too much for a 
numerous and ref pebble people to 
bear. — They could not comply with* 
out rendering themfelves unhappy ia 
their own apprehenGons ; tuch a 
conctfiion ought nut, therefurcy to 
be required by a nation that called 
itfelf friendly and generous. On 
thcfe contiderations. Great Britain 
would «£l a part confident with iti 
magnanimity, and no waya rcpug* 
i«ant to its iutercft, if duly rdle^ag 
on the equity of rclinqui(hing a qii6" 
liiou which (he could not decide in 
her own favoufi without occaficni^g 
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amity, (he fhould nobly and 
audoQ all pretentions, that 
: manifcftly her dnf, and 
Tented to by the other party, 
fcendence of this kind would 
rcat Britain at once frond all 
fs : it would preclude all 

of difpate, by leatring the 
in the quiet polTeflion of 
tioos that were fo dear to 
id would fecure their adhe> 
r the dcaretl of all ties, th^t 
nterelly jl^'hich they were too 
It not to know confilleH lu a 
acfament to Great firitain.-— 
ition of this conoedion n«uft 
xlly be attended with many 
icQcief to them : but though 
re confcious of this, yet they 
t the irfs refoWed to abide by 
rather than confent to thofe 
>nB on the part of Great Bri- 
:h were the fubjedt of the pre- 
rcat ion. Such had been their 
Tom its commencement ; and 
era of this kind, experience 
iwcd that the further men 
I, the lefs they wctc willing 
e. By th(fe and the like 
its, did the oppofers of the 
al meafures endeavour to pre* 
r taking effedk. But the pre* 
1 againtt America .was fo 
hat noreafonings could with* 
Such as contended fur the 

of averting the fupremacy 
t Britain, at all events, were 
majority that all hopes were 
rndering* their determination! 
al. 
y be added, that fads were 

fide.— The oppoiliiou of the 
ins had broken out into a^s 

violence. They had treated 
lit dutrag^ufly, and fome 
iwrarraotable barbarity. In 
stment which fuch behaviour 
tbe provocation of it was fur- 
and chaftifement was looked 

no mure than a juft and ne- 
■flertion of The honour and 
if tbe nitioiu Wbca the op- 



ponenti of miniftry warned them to 
look back before they proceeded fur* 
ther on this principle, and to ex* 
amine impartially their own coudud 
in America, their anfwer wa8,<-.thaC 
however that might have been difa- 
greeable to the Ao^ericans, it was 
juftifiabk on the general ground of 
iupreme fovercignty, fo rcpcaudly 
aflerted by tbe Britiih legiilatare. 
Great Britain was now calkd upoq 
to maintain her deci(ion. The que* 
ftfon therefore was not whether "ike 
(hould relinquifh her claims, bnt how 
tofuppoit tbem moft effedually. Ic 
was now moved, that a forcible and 
vigorous plan of admg (hould be a« 
doptcd aud carried into immediate 
execution. That in this determina* 
tion to rcftore peace and good order 
throughout the Colonies, that one 
which had invanably led the way to 
difobedicnce and cuniudon , Ciould be 
firft animadverted to, and fingled 
out at an ofcje^ of Parliamentary r(« 
fencment* This Colony the Parlia« * 
ment and the whole nation knew to 
be Mafilichufet. Here it was that 
refiftance had conftantly originated ^ 
and here it was incumbent on then, 
for that reafon, to begin the work of 
punifhment for pad, aud of prcventioa 
againil future offences. 

The late outrageous proceedings 
at Boilon, were of fuch a nariire, that 
were Great Britain to pafa them over 
without the fevcrity they dcfcrved, it 
would degrade her in the opiuioa <if 
all the powers of Europe^ whofe at- 
tention was univerfaliy 6xed on het 
prcfent conduct, and would fubje^ 
her to indignities without end frooi 
the Colonies. Had the proudeft 
power in any quarter of the globe in« 
fulted her in the manner the town of 
Bofton had done, fhe mud and would 
undoubtedly have infiftcd on tbe 
amplelt fatisfadion : much more was 
flie entitled to it from a place fubje£t 
to her dominion > sod which fhe her- 
felf had founded* Ll ^^\ vVkere^oe^ 
propofcd XhU X\^« Xqtwxx qI 'fifc^jJ^oxx 
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f.:c-M pay for ihe iM ihit hid bfen become ■nr»-erah1e for ihc confe. 
Jtlroi-rd i-i ill h-ibour. Tlie dif- q.imccs : and il w.rc unworili^ or::,e 
gL:fiiirumed bv ihc tfffiroveri, ww fpnlisiid cliaraaer of tlie B. it i ft 01- 
»o -u'tiurtiion uf llic o2Li.ce i.i.puled lion. 10 Mp^nd the pu.illli :ic<it ihry 
10 tl>e n>*n in its ccrp^irate c.ip»ci:Y. hiJ f" t"i"y i'<iciirrrJ, till full fjtiJic. 
Tlic leiii[irr i>f ilie inhabit ants, tlie lion had been obta;iicU. The borintft 
tcUv.t <i: the lon-it nicelinss, Oit piopofe.! might, it «■«» aj.l,,!. beef. 
reelect of their migillrdt^.. in tn-k- fcdcd by a Tiw frig^u-., «i:hjut call- 
inu Da iiiijiiivy afltr offenden. the ing 10 the aid iif llii' military, Tbii 
rTiGir/nerj of ;iil prrfon* p >n'eflld of wonlJ prtvuul didurbaucei and blaod. 
liiil.; iice during tb.fe priiiccding*, nicd.and compi'l li iUto/ub«i quiet- 
and ifi^ir tvijtiit coor.ivance at »U Ifi when they fjw tlieV whijle tr<(k at 
ifre-ujiritl..,— ihefe »"d other in- ■ ttund. It would a!fo inti^iiidjie the 
Hs.i.e*. Titidlif. to alled^f, v.ere refodt-ry in the other Colonies bf 
nf. ftiouiDg them with how much fAcdity 
in- Grea: Britain coulJ cnf,„i-e obcdicocc 
whciifver fhc chofclt. 

The temper of both Huufet watb 
warii. iip^.-itbli o^:caii.)n ihat theUU 
did I...I rt;tiain long in a„'it-i!on but 
paired with a great mij..ii[y, md wil 
received wiib i;e,ieral f.itiifaaioo. Peii- 
lion* were ho.vever prt^fciilcd againft 
It by the B2fnt for iht Frorluce uf 
MnfTichufei, and bv fevcral naiin) of 
North America. 'T;i«y teiirefeuied 
that it wif repujtnant Eo ftritt equity, 
to condemn a wbolt peopU- iinliearj 
and at fuih a diHincc j th4: on a pro- 
r«i.;iunof lUofFtfudrri, if they could 
c^ '-.■■ , • -■ -e iK-: imi>.>fcd be dif -jvered, Parliament miirht tell 
/ .;■.„.; l.e.ca w». dif- nfr.red. that a due execution of ih« 

c ■ TiiramcH t:iv-n l.iw would take plj« : that in pubHo 

1 '..ihitaiils wuuld C3inm[:tiani it wjj difH^uJt toiume at 

(. ■ • . ■> -Jl and ftve- thc-guiliy ; but that 10 puniin iMdifcrl- 

»■■■■ ■'■■ '- fii I'«'li4- tIl^n^^,■!ylhe^vhl;le community for tlie 

ir;-- . ■! ai'iTie- "ff-^'"'.'* (.fa fcw.uraj au unwarrantable 

in^i . '-■■;,. -ni,. he »"d d in^trou, prcc.d-m j that the io. 
^■-- ■•■■ ■ ■ -■ , "hihi- t"-j.„ia,oiii.lP,i,l,amci,t infuchmat- ■ 

«'«;■';■ . ■-■•^'- -r. '-sv..,.un,:=......fl-,ry .„,l;,l,g,I,„«. 

tnd.:.' ■ , ,;- i.ier i-.hin:l»wt.rt mflcd fur thofe 

H'W- ' '■■■■■■ ■■'■ ■ ■ ■ Pip-fos ih.r.alo„,h.dangbt tc 

P'^I"'-, ■■■■■■'.^" *■''>« uffurhcaf.-Bianhey 

'^■='"7- ^ ; ■ ■:-:■■ '■ "'-"^N-ablcwdy b.fvre-hrj«dical 

^'■"J '"" ■■--.'■ .■ 1 • ■ --■ ■■■ "I', act lendrj ihe„,o„ t. 

J*"!'""' "■ ■■ ■■ ..■■..>■. .;: CWe,. wbofc sfFraioM 
<*pii..n. .... ■....;. 

q^l'fili.mi :<■'■■.;: '.u ■ ■ ■■■ ,. 
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le oppofitton scaloufly {fcconded 
petitions. It contevdcd af^ainft 
Iclivery oF tbe town of Bu (Ion 
the power of the Crowoy as a 
re wholly in^iefenlibie, and 
I nligKt/ttpon future occafior<8» 
le in inlliument of the mod 
ature to the fib^rty of rhc.fub- 

No trial had preceded this de- 
; it was concluded upon merely 
itifc(|ueoce (if an acClifition | 
9 though poffibly wll founded^ 
a. been proved. Titis was 'lA* 
^ the due order of proceeding, 
penjng a doo^ to difcretionafy 

Such a pjwer was inco.npa* 
rith the freedom of the Briiifh 
Mtioni wiiich et)ji>inS| thut no 
much lefs a whole community, 

be adjudged guilty, but upon 
id open trial. A feme nee of 
naent previous to this cfT^ntial 
tiy, could not therefore be con- 



Udered io any other light than as aa 
ad of tyranny. Alio win (jr the de« 
'inAnd"of indcmiiiiication for the loft 
of the tea to bejufl, was it eqai'^ble 
to fufpend at the fame time the whole 
jtrade'.and bUBncfi of a populous eiiy, 
which had no otti^r means of fu'.fift* 
ing i This waf wantonly adding the 
extremes of vtndidi^cnel:^ to the ne* 
ctfliiy of puniihmentv on a {nppoljiiur% 
that there had been a ja!i caofe fur 
infliding it. Mtnidry uu^ht uot to 
imisiftne that America, would rhinlc 
Boliud alone was ftrmrk by the blow :'ic 
was aim^d To yifibly at all the Coloniea 
that t.hey would refeot it as much at 
if each fepafately had felt it. The 
caufe of oue was now become the , 
caufeofal). 'i he rejedion of the tea 
was the ceed of till America ; and if 
it was a criminal a6t| they all partook 
of the guilt, and muft therefore all 
expcd to (hare the pudifttBunt* 



CHAP. 



• / 



' r 4« 1 ' 



CHAP. IV. 



A&s /at ftiVhmddellifig the Cwernment of Majpucbufei md 

^ebeCf with their Conjcquences. 



TO temper juflice with mercy* howcv^ fpirited. wouM notfoiBce t» 

and to let the Americans lee lay that rebelliout diTpt*fikion which 

that conciliation, and not revenge* wai fecmed woven into the very fnoM of 

predominant in Britain, after pafliiig the prcfent fyflem of governnMnc ia 



the a A again ft the town and haibour 
cf Bofton (1774) It was propofrd 
that the tax upon tea, which had 
given birth to the late diflurbancet in 
that place» ihould be entirely repeal- 
ed. This would evince the Cnccrity 
of the mother countryi in its endea- 
^murs to bnng about a reconciliation 
with the Colonies, and prove th-«t 
pecuniary emoluments were not fo 
much her aim, at the defirc of fecur- 
ing herfelf from the difgrace of not 
daring to refent affronts and ill ufage. 
But the mini Aerial party would not 
hearken to fuch ameafure; which, 
in their opinion, favoured ofweakneb 
asd imbecility, as if Britain repent- 
ed of the ftep fhehad juft taken, and 
in order to deprecate the forgiveocfs 



the Provii«ce'f Maffichufeu It was 
the produdtion of the rcpnblicnn ftf 
niu» that animated the firft fcttlen 
in that country, and cirricd wirh it 
all the marks of an inveterate hatred 
to royalry. While it re maiiird in its 
prifline form, no lafting peace wooU 
fubfitt in the Provioce of Mvfllichiireti 
as no permanent fiibmilfioo to ch< 
authority of Great Britain could be 
depended on. It was therefore be- 
come iodifpenfiSly requifite to mooU 
it into aitother fhdpci and render it 
more confident with the fpirtt of 
monarchial government. According* 
ly a motion w^s made for the better 
regulation of government in that 
Colony. — ^^rhe purport of it was 16 
alter fume parts of its charter | to 



of America, was willing to atone for deprive the Houfe of Reprefentativei 
it by an equivalent condcfcenfion a* of the privilege of .?Ie6ting the Mem* 



abther way. It would convince them 
that Britain was confcious of wanting 
juftice in her claims, or power to 
make them good. This perfuafton 
would induce them to put no (lop to 
their pretentions ; or, what was 
wurfe, to bid open defiance to thofe 
of Britain, and throw off all remain* 
der of dependence. It w.uld there* 
for be a^ingboth a more prudent, 
as well as manly part, to perfift in 
the work begun, and to wait, with an 
ioflcsible firmncfs, the iffue of the 
sneafures which the wifdom of fo large 
a majority had adopted* It was even 
•Ucdgcdi thu the preceding aftt 



bers ()F the Council ; and to empower 
the Crown to appoint thefe, together 
witli the judt^es, (hcrifis« and magi* 
(liates of all denominations, and ttt 
remove them at its pleafure* In do- 
ing, this, no more, it was faid, wai 
attempted than to place that Prcviooe 
on the fame footing as frveral others* 
'ihe motive fur this alteration waib 
that Government in that province did 
not pcfTefs a (ufficientfliareof powcr'i 
too much was lodged in the hands of 
the people. It ought therefore to hi 
taken from them, to prevent a repe* 
tition of thofe riots, that proceeded 
from a dcfcft of aothotity to cafiiret 

Ihi 
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iwst in thofe to whom the exrca- 
of them was cntruftcd. I'heir 
dcnce on the people rendered 
averfe to cuib the iicentioufncfs 
le vulgar* by difobliging whom 
night lofc much iutercll and fup* 

While fuch a fyfttm was fuf* 
to contioQCi no obedience could 
[pe^cdy as no magiftrate would 
:o execute his duty in the fup* 
•n of difturbanccs. 
IS bill was rcprcfented by the 
tion as a ftrctch of power un* 
tutiooal in the «^xtrcmeft degree ; 
ifficient of itfelf to roufe all A' 
I into oppofition, had no other 
or pretence ever been afforded : 
blonies would immediately fuA 
bat Britain was intending to 
e axe to the root of all their 
ifes and liberties ; in a word 
iroy at once all their charters, 
tain could treat one Colony ia 
inner, it would nbt hefitate to 
hem all in the fame ; it would 
nodel their coniliiutiony and 
hem to fuch a Hate of depen* 
on her wiUt as to leave them 
ven the fliadow of freedom, 
rs were dangerous things to 

with in a free country. It was 

icking the charters of the great 

itions in England* the Princes 

8tuart line liad rendered them- 



cukr Colony ? They were all. equa]||| 
hoftile to the pretcnfions of Britain* 
Did the other Colonies exprefs lefs re* 
pugnance than that of Maifachufet to 
comply with the ordinances of the 
Biitifh kgiflaturc? Were they not 
from one end of the continent to the 
other as Xealous in oppoling them t 
To attempt an iofringemeut of that 
Colony's charters would only open a 
new fceoe of contention more dange« 
rousthan any of thofe that had pre* 
ceded. Former attempts aimed only 
at parts of their immuniues ; but thit 
was levelled at the whole, livery 
Culony would view it in this light { 
and it could not be doubted that the 
moment the intelligence of this tranf« 
a&ion reached the fhorts of America^ 
the Colonies would make it a com* 
mon caufe. As to the plea fo ftrongljr 
infifted upon by the minillry, of 
bringing, by this regulatiour the go* 
vemment to a nearer confyrmity with 
that of Great Britain^ though it might 
be true in fome refpeds ; it was un- 
founded in the two mod ciFcnttal 
points ; the nomination of the judges, 
and of the members of the council t 
thefe» •ho are fuppofed to be in A* 
merica, what the Houfe of Peers it 
in England, are by this bill remove* 
able at the King^s pUafure, as 



well 
a^ the judges ; whereas in England 
dioust and kindled a fpirit of both Peers and Judges enjoy their 
eot among their fubjedisy that feats independently of the Crawn. 

The agent for the Colony of Mafia* 
chufet» and the Americans in Eng* 
bnd prcfcDted petitions a^/eipll thit 
bill as they had done agaiiiil the for* 
iner, and with the like fuccefs. The 
ftyle of thefe petitions was cxtremeljf 
pathetic, and foreboded in the minda 
of thufe who were acqiiaiiited with 
the charjdcrof the Americans, what 
would indubitably come to pafs when 
thi-y weie apprised of what the firi* 
ti(h Parliament had decreed concern* 
in^ them. They likewife pointed out, 
with a kind of pruphetic freedom, 
the confc^ucacci \tM, «q^ vti.UVi\W<) 



wraytdthe revolution. Great 
bad alwavs exprefled a pccu* 
borence ot fuch proceedings ; 
oold (he hold them lefs difa- 
e to the Colonics; If charters 
icrcd in England, they were 
fo in America : they were the 
ion ftooc of their various go- 
its; they were the original 
i between the parent date an^ 
ign fettlements : to annul them 
diflolfc the ties by which they 
mod Co Great Britain. But 
i porpofe were thefe charters 
roLco gr altered in any parti- 
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^tfnd thcpafling cl tlii-i hill. Thcr 
implored -he Houfe to cnnli^cr well 
the fcverity with which the Amcri- 
Ciint were treated ; and wVether it 
w re pc fllhle for men of fv.ufc and 
fpiric to injure it with «ny de^^ree of 
patience ; they entreated tl'em to 
ponder on the w*armth cf rtia hirent 
to Ion ^ and fi> finccxl/ fwlt by the 
Americans for the Britlfh nation ; 
they befought ihcm to remember they 
were Eiigiifhmen in their ct'ncalion 
and principles ; a% p-ilfi'^nately fcmd 
of libcrtyi and as retolutely (deter- 
mined never to lofc it but with their 
lives : that while Britain Ikhnved to 
them like a parent, their affc£li m 
irould always pnimpr thtm to itand 
by tier as fjithful ihiMren; but that 
if forgetting the mutual obligations 
that hind them to ^ach cthtr* (he 
fhould unsidvifcdiy endeavour to te- 
duce them to the conditinn of flavos, 
(he toutd not reafunabiy cxpc^them 
to fubm!t- 

I'hefc remonftrances were, howt 
evfr> ov.'rhorr.c by the torrent of re» 
frntmcDt that prcviiltrd a;;aTiiil Amc* 
rica. Ilic abfoUite notd of ptrrln^ a 
firi.Tl peri'»d to ih»: l^^n^,' fines . • con- 
fafioiis th'it had diiliacted thiitcoun* 
try, w'lsjin argiiuicnt thpr filciiCLd all 
oth.rs. ■' The prcfent ilatc of tliat 
tcNiiitry^ it was faid, ofTcrcd nothing 
but irregularity snd laulcff-iefs ; in 
ddpcratc cafc3, d.fprr te remedies 
were nccefif.ry : the vafr of A.iieiica 
was fuch in tvciy refpifl ; Great Bri- 
tain was now comprlled to rr.akt nn 
option between the total r lir.quifh- 
ment of America, or the ret^uftitin of 
it to t;.rms of i>bcdtcn;Te[; upon ma- 
ture confi It ration flic thole the latter, 
Hiivin^ madt* thi^i choicCf it was va.n 
and u;iworthj of her tv) c^vil and de- 
hitff a.y loo^^er about fuch points as 
flic had refolved never to fgivc up : 
Ihc was at the fmic ti:ne cunvincwd 
that her rcfulutioii w.?s fonndcd ofi 
the moil fuhilaniiai anil valid renfon*» ; 
they had been fu'ly :ir.d frctly can- 
rJTcdj »ud ibcir wpiglti was ailuM'Cj 



bv^ fipreat majority of fufTraj:^ \)k 
only inetht^d </f deciding qutUioni dF 
fuch irTip->rtance, 

The fUi'Ccfb of thofe two adfttiK 
duced the m-'nil^ry to come formr4 
vvi'li a third ; wliich was to compliftc 
the formi r, and n nder them effeAual 
It wss irttaded for the impartitl ad- 
mini ilraM'iiu of ju like in liie* cafe uf 
fuch perfor.' as mi^ht be employed tn 
the ixerution of the lawSi and the 
fuppref!i .n of riot<<y and tumults iq 
the Province of Maffachufet ; and ft 
provided, that if pcrfon« af^iof; in that 
c:*pactty (hould be indited for mitr« 
der, and a frfir tn'al could nrt be had 
in tlie province* the Cover mtf (ttottld 
be author it'td to fend the perfon ac* 
cufcd to be t lied in fome other oulonyi 
or to En^tanf^ if nereffary. Ihi^ 
afi was fuppurtcd in the debates it 
o can«*ned|by ar{>umcms drawn fron^ 
the ncctffity gf encouraging; people to 
ac^ with conrnge and confidence, c« 
g.i*nft the irregulTities that wouM 
probably enfiie on the carrying the rc« 
ftilvos cf Pi.riiament into cxtcutioo at 
BoIUmi. It was fully tvpcdrd the 
people of M::frachnfct would cxercfCs 
that rcfiJtance agairsft thenn, which 
thy h»d io often furmifcd in their 
remonftrancfs. As it was determin- 
ed on the other h^nd to enforce thein 
at all events, bhtod would probably 
be (hid ; biU if the n]ii>t?ry thus eta* 
pi yed in the fervitc of their conn-* 
try, wi re to be fuhjevf^e-tl to a court of ' 
j- idic.it urc, ^ompcfvd of individuals 
belon;;iiig to that Colony, partiality 
and rcvepgc would naturally prompt 
thcfe to ircut tl\eia with all pcffiblo' 
frvrrity. 

T!ic oppofiiion repli'.d to thefe af** 
firiions that fuch an ad would not 
pioi^uce tiiat impartiality which vat 
ics fuppctfcd inte'ut : the fame fpirtt* 
of faction which would condemn the 
accnied before an Amrricati tribunlla 
would abfolve them btfore an linx^lh 
one. But it was unjuil to eaft fuch' 
fufpicii'iis on the Ameririns, TbCT- 
Cale yjt Captaiu IVclbu, tiicd and ac« 
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*^ hj tlirir, proved ibat ihcy 
I do jurt'cc even to tljofc whom 
ronriGerri] as thtrir enemies. He 
e&d(.d 2 party cf fo)dicrs v^ho h?d 
: ftvcTit) of the iiihubitants of 
n ; yd in ihc n-idll of ihc ixf- 
rrts this a6lion hac! caufcd, he 
'i:h all the lenity that could be 
led. :t was further infiOed that 
al de(t«rn of fuch an ndt waa to 
antilitaiy gcvcriimcnt by. render- 
le foldifry rtfpor-fible lo thof 
vhofe Crtufi'thcy fiipported. I'h'a 
I crcoiiiape them in the perp > 
n c-f all kind of vldlence, and cc. 
ed much more mifchief than coiild 
!y arJfe from leavirpf them lo 
diiiaiy courfe of Jniliec in ihc 
ry where they might be P jii- 

c fame cnicurrence bring exr.ref- 
thifc bill js ID the two preceding, 
deneuminiilry to bring a fourth 
arliament; which was riprtfented 
lei 8 proper at the prefcnt feafon 
he others. It was to form a ptr»> 
It tftuhlifhmcnt in the Province 
icbcc, of'v hich it was alledged 
Dvernment had not been carried 
lon any fctllcd phn. By this 
ie limits of thr.t prorince were 
led n.uch further tl^an tht) Hriod 
time of thelall jin.eral prj:ce.— 
ff.irs of the prijviiue vcre pv.t 
th^ direflion of a council, in 
the King's Roman Cathclic lub- 
1 Oiiada V ere to be admiitud. 
nrmUrs of \hh roui.ci! wire to 
»oxiited ly the Crown, Siid re 
ble at its option. Jt was to he 
d with the powers of hgiflation, 
> cxcrcjfc all ihc fuix^lions au- 
to fixli power?, cxccptiug that 
p<fiiig i:xc$: the French laws 
ilabliwed in civil cafes without 
; $i»d tic Lni^;hfh laws with a 
r jury only in criminal matierF. 
lomaii Caiholrc ficular clerffv 
ccured in their poff.lFrjns, aud 
receipt of Uic ufual tyihes f;om 



perfo'*8 of tbeir own commnnIoQ.-«« 
The arguments upon which tin's a(% 
was grounded, vvtre, that the inliabi-* 
tarts of Canada ha%ing been vfcd tot 
F'ench government, did not wifh (at 
a 1 alttration of eithtr ; preferring ihein 
' in fa^, to thofe of England, an4 
beading the confcqueuce of thofe po« 
pular fylVms of governing, of which 
tluy faw the rfic6U in the continual 
dldurbances throughout liie Engl Tn 
Coloiiits. 'J'hat ae to nligion notliiojr 
bad been done but conformably to tlie 
promifes made at the lime of the capi- 
tulation i and that as to the eitenfioa 
of the l)cu!idaries, it took in chiefly 
fuch French people rs had fettled iu 
plactp beyond their former limits. 

Thcfe ai-jTirnrniS, huwtver, were far 
from giving fatisfattion to the oppcfi* 
tion. They objected that an arbicrary 
government could not legally fit with- 
in the Britifb domiiiions; and that for 
Parh'amtnt to become inltrtiment-nl in 
cAablifhing it, was an ohj^'d of aftou* 
ffhriient. Theit was no kind of necef- 
^^y for fuch a n.eafurc : and an afl",m* 
bly might have been formed like lUoic 
in the iinglini Colonies, wlitrun ihc 
Roman catholics of that province might 
bnTtrbetn admitted, as thi-y were ia 
ftmie of the French ceded ill .udo. An 
to tlic attachment of the Canadians to 
ahfohite powei*, it was a tiare furnnfe z 
no people in their fen fen that had but 
tnltcd of a fiet govrrnment, would give 
the o'.litr the preftrcuce. The iiial 
by jury was nniverfully alhiwcd to bo 
one of the wifeil inltitutiotis ever 
devTcd for the btntfit of itie commuf 
nily : ii was not only-elig'ble in ciinriw 
nal, hut equally in civil calV* ; it pre- 
vtnied molt efft AukIIv the isivafion of 
proj;erty, and the violation of perfonal 
frtttlom. The l flair of reli,;ion was 
de'>ated with more Wrtrmth than any 
other. By the capitulation, no more* 
it was fa id, than the free exeicffe of 
the Roman Catholic reh'gitiu was to 
Uikepluccj but the preieut adk went 
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10 a full and circamftaaual eftabli/iw 
ttcnt of it, on a footiog fuprrior to 
tbat of th( Proteftent refrgpon, which* 
hj the prcfent meafure, couid ni»t be 
detmcd to enjoy any more than a fini- 
te toleratioiu Wab this confillcnC 
with the charader of the Britiflt na« 
tion^ httberto eftcemcd the bulwark of 
the Proteftant caitfe ? Wat it found 
policy to encourage a perfuaGon, from 
which fo fnnch Riifchief was ufed to be 
apprehended, and of which the maxima 
aultilled in their carh'e(t education had 
tan|:^ht them principally to beware f — 
The extenfioB of the boundaries of 
titat PvoviQce was reprobated with 
great afperity : it was juftifyingy in a 
Manner 9 thofe claims uf Frauce that 
had occafioned the latl war : it was 
Sf>propriating territories to a govern- 
mcnt that was tnteiidcd to be the feat 
of arbitrary power ; and taking them 
£rom xhmtc who had affilled in the 
conqueli of then, in the juA and wdl* 
fcunded hope of annexing them to their 
c«rn poifcflious* 'l*hia was a flagrant 
w£t oi injaiiicct and would unquettion* 
aMy be coniidercd as fuch by ait the 
Sriii(h Colonies. 

But if the oppofition it met with io 
Faritament was warm and fpirited, the 
^tfcootent excUcd witliout was much 
greates* As its appearance was ini- 
fiiical to liberty and Protedanifm* the 
Batioa at Urge received it with unufual 
IBarks of difapprobation. The former 
•As Were elUcmed proper in the pre- 
ftot exigencies to curb the violence of 
(lie Americans; but this was looked 
upon as an attempt to invade the liber- 
ty aad the religi4)n cftabhihcd by the 
laws of the land : though an indired* 
it fcemed no leCs a real, attack upon 
both, and pr«KiuGed much ill-will and 
fttfpicion among the generality of peo- 
ple. It had alfo another rffcd, of 
which tbe miuiiiry was not ptrhsps a- 
ware, when they hrll vcii lured to bring 
it forth, it diminiftied tlie popuUrlty 
o^ the mcafures thiit had been formed 
igainft the Americana ; it rcftured 



them a number of thole friciidt to tbcjr 
caule, whom their late oatrageous pro* 
ceedings haddifgufted ; and even cool* 
ed the f^nvour with which many had 
concurred in the views uf the miniAry* 
But the seal and numbera with which 
their coiuiu^ had been fupportedia 
Parliament, gave thcfe a foil coftfideooe 
of fuocefs. As they imaginkd the Co- 
loiiies depended chiefly upon the couo* 
tenance of their well-wiihers at hom^ 
they doubted not that upon receiving 
intelligence! how weak the party was 
become, to which they k>oked up for 
affittance, they would lofe courage, and 
acquiefcein the will of Great Drttaia; 
rfpecially on beholding fall proofs that 
file W4S in earned in her deicrminatiott . 
to bring tliem into her owa acafurcsi 
at aU huzards ; and would ceriainlf 
exeit her whole lirengtli, if oeceflaryp 
to compa£i an end, in which her inteiw 
eft and dignity wtre equall aad cflen* 
tiatly concerned. Tiic truth waa, that 
the fame and grandeur uf the JBritilk 
natiun mtrc fuch at this period, that 
it was never imagined the Colonict 
would feriouQy dare to contend with 
£0 formidable a people. A a the lals 
triumphs of Great Britain in fo many 
parts of the world, iiill continued to 
make an impreflion upon the mijids of 
its rulers, they flattered themfclvcs thai 
they would ft ill opeiate in the remem* 
brance of othcrv. In this expe^atioQ 
they judged that when the Americant 
faw the ancient fpirit of the Briiifll 
adfiiiniftrat ion revive, they would not 
rifle a trial oi pruwcfs with thofe flee if 
and armies, which the combiiie4 
ftrength of the two grcateft natioua io 
Europe had nut been able to refill* . 

Such were the ideas aud hopes of . 
the miniftry, and of a graat part of 
Uie Britiih nation. They were at juftly 
founded as the general experience of 
mankind could render thcmk but te 
the profperity and adterfiiy of ttalcfy 
as will as individuali, depend upon te. 
vents and cafualtics which it is not la 
the power of political wililou aiwa^o 



BISTORT OF THE LATE WAR. 



47 



to ferefec t thefe Battering etpe6ta* 
taon<s howover they «Dight ffem 0tk* 
ionabky only fcrved to increaic the 
Bumberlefi proofs, how oftcs the wif* 
dom of the conpktctl ftatefmcn it de« 
ceived in the calcvlation of thofe cou* 
tingencieathat decide the fate of nations. 
The expedationt entertained from 
tHc roeaCurct now carrying into exe- 
cation were various. It was hoped 
that by depriTing Bofton of the ufe of 
its harhour, the great trade it had hi* 
thcrto engrofled to itfelf» would be 
divided among the otker fea poaa in 
the Province of Maffachufet : it was 
imagined that of courfe they would 
exert their beft andeavours to tetain 
it, and would not theiefbre ezprefa 
or feel «ioch concern for tke treat- 
»cnt of that town. It was no Icfs 
bch'ved that the feverity exercifcd up- 
«ii the Colony of Mafiachiifet, would 
Arike tereor into the others, and might 
poffiUy, from the commerdal jealoufies 
ind competitions that had fubfilUd 
between the northern and foothera 
CoI«nic8, be viewed with fome fecrec 
fatiaCiAioav and hope of deriving 
fome advantage from its depri'ffions— 
Heaoe it was inferred, that each of 
them would remain qaiet on their own 
grcmnd } arid that inftead of en tang- 
mg thcmfelvet in any cmbaraiTinent 
on iti account, the unanimity which 
had linked them in fo mary cfftifions 
of difeoatent, would gradu^ly evapo- 
fate, and leave them in a mure trac- 
table fitnation. But thefe expedati'ons 
proved grmindlcfsin tvery relpcd.— 
loftead of fhowing the leaft inclination 
ID pre fit throng their misfortune, 
every proof of attachment and friend* 
fliip was given to the people of Bof* 
ton I and they had the fatisfadion of 
feeing themfelvea applauded and af* 
Med by the whole Amcician con- 
linen t« 

Ai^ unfortunate ignorance of the 
vaiive chanAcr of the Americans,. 
waa .the csafe of a fpeakablie detri* 
IMat Ihraughooi the whole of thii 



contcft. The fpirit of oppofitionha^ 

bern gathering more ftrength and de- 

tcrminatiun than was thought of ia 

Britain. The generality of people^ 

many ofihclir^ rank not excepted, 

were fully perfuaded that the/ would 

r>ever procetd beyond thofe expret^ 

fions of difcuntcnt, with which they 

fir ft began. When it was (ieen, by 

themcafures they adopted upon the 

rejcdtion of their petitions, that they 

would not ftop at bare complaiatf^ 

ilili it was firmly afTerted, and uiv- 

happily believed, that riots and liiU 

turbances would be the otmoft of tbeir 

refentment and refi (lance. The idea 

of a iltady, regular oppofittun of 

force to force, did not eiicer into the 

mtnds of many. It was fondly hop* 

ed, that on the fight of the military * 

lirength that was now prcpariog a* 

gainll them, they would decline aS 

further conief^, and peaceably fub* 

mit to the iujundions of Great Bri« 

tain. But far diftereni in reahty froaa 

thefe notions, was the difpufition and 

tamper of the Americans : paflivendi 

and humility were uo part uf thctr 

charadcr : they were bred from their 

infancy in the higlieft fcntiments of 

"independency-, and were taugl.r, by 

continual examples, to repel evtry er* 

cruachment upon their property, or 

perfonal privileges. 'I'hcy were cdu« 

cated in habits cf hardinefs aod ac* 

ttvity, that fitted tht-m betimes fur 

thofe labours and exertions thai ac* 

company a military life. They were 

uncommonly expert in the ufe of fire 

arms; and their native courage and 

intrepidity bad been proved upon a 

variety of oceafious, and v. ere nevef 

called in queftion by thofe who knew 

them. The late war had trincd 

numbers of them to the regular ufe of 

arms ; and they were not deficient ia 

individuals who had greatly (ignalizfd 

Chemfelves at that time both by fea 

and land. Such were the pcc'i'Ic 

yrhom prejudice reprefented as equal* 

unable and \uitiiiU^tv^ v^ l^^:.^ ^-^ 

YWi<t 
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power and valour of Great Britain iu 
the fitflii ; anJ wliom ihe very terror 
cf her anna would aluiic be able to 
CiM*q«irr. It wa« not furprifing, 
thercforci that animated by thac fpirit 
of iibcriy which^ in a naticK Si'piiing 
at iudepcndencti h ever llrongclit 
they fhoiild unaaimuufl'r conrpire to 
fiipport each other in every difUcuhy 
they es^pcdted to cncouiiteu Ti.ii 
difpofiticn, though common to them 
all, was confpicuoury evidcut in the 
Pruvincei of Ne-«vEiUi:]«nd{ the in<* 
habitants of this pirt of America 
gloiicd p^wticularly in their bjinj the 
genuine drfcendauts oF Britiih anccf- 
tors, unmixed with f )r(:igu blood, and 
inheriting the qunliiieb upon which 
the Dalivcs of ijihain value ihem- 
iclves. 

Upon their being duly apprised 
of the llurm that was gatheiing 
againll theui, they coolly and de- 
liberately prepared to meet it. Every 
mcafurc was concerted f^r that pur- 
pc'fe which their circumlLnces en- 
abled them to employ ^aud they Teem- 
ed univerfally rci'olved to perliii, at 
all perils^ in the rcfjilance they had 
begim. They now were thoroughly 
convinced tliat Great Britain was iu- 
ili'xibly bent on reducing ihem to a 
lUte of unlimited obedience, and in- 
tended to gov«.in tbem hcDceioiward 
cntiieiy upon fuch plans as (lie n i^ht 
fbmk proper to form without their 
concurrence : they doubted n'^t that 
in thufe pians her interelU would be 
wholly cuui'iiltedy and ii:tle notice 
taken of thole of the Colonies: tlief(6 
would uiiq'irUiorably be rendered 
e(;tirely luurcrvicnt to her convcni- 
C'lcy ; and every aovantage wclLI be 
tikenthat hir^e couM give, or policy 
XA'ght fugged. In tbe full convidioa 
that fuch vould be t!.eir trejtm nta 
and that of all America, in cafe Great 
Btit^in n^as iuflercd to exfiute her 
preieot deugns, it wa? deemed highly 
proper to combat them by {every 
me 4ns in their power. Should they 
Aii) w ihiir codcavoun^ and be ^over- 



cooie by the fupertor might of Cheir 
cn<||^iy, dill their * condition uobU 
not be wurle t nan if thty yielded wiilh 
out rt^Qiiance f hut if, y^w the contraryi 
they proTw'd fuccetsful, their fii*uit 
proipcnty wofld make ample an'eudi 
for the uilH' oltics and didr^^fll'S tUy 
muil gj mrough to arrive at tite 
ficujtiun they pnipofed^ Such were 
the gt- cral rcalonings cf tnc people 
in America upon the pnparat'ou aad 
menaces ot Britain to c^Mipel thrik 
to lubmilli jn lailcid of intimidat- 
ing or difuniting then, the adive 
meafures ref.>lvi:d vpot by tueniipH' 
ftry, had, on the contrary, buuol 
them more lirmly to each oi her tbaa 
ever. As they now faw ihcy n al 
iland or fall together, all diiliiidioui 
of intcreU or perf nation were imme* 
diately loll In the great confi.aratiot 
or fclf 'defence and cxiilence a thefc 
became the principal olje^U \A tbeir 
thoughts; and Great Britain in tajc* 
ing up arms, ratuer in hope of tern* 
fyiug them into com)Iiaii€e than ia 
cxpe^tiou of comt.ig to hoiliiiric% 
found them united iu a common re- 
foiution, to pcitlh foontr than obvy. 

ixv the province oi Mafiachufctf 
the high and dctr'rmined fpirii that 
had fhowcd itietf fo evrl) liiU con* 
tinned. An purluance cf a vote a* 
gaind their acceptance of falariesfrofli 
the Crown, the Ct-4cf JuLlice and 
tlie other Judges oi the Superior 
Court at Bolloii, were required by 
the Houfe ol Rtprtfentatives to dc* 
clare, whether thev would rcceifC 
them as ufual from the General Af» 
fembly : four of them anfwercd in tbe 
affirmative ; but the Chief Ju&icCt 
I'eter O iver, bad the lefolutioa to 
give them a denial. Tiiia produced 
a p'.tition to the Governor tor hia 
rciuoval, wh.ch not beiog. complied 
with, ttiey proceeded to impeach him 
f')r having betrayed his trttft» a^ 
violated the Provincial charter inaC" 
ceptnig a lalary from tbe Crown w 
ft<'ad of tue cuftomary gran( .faini thft- 
Aflcmbly. Iu this bold aod dcci&va 
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¥rCf eight only &ecY\ncd a con- 
AceoiiC of one hundred tntm- 
Kefciit on this imponantocC/inon. 
!>ovcrDor, h.swever, refufed to rc- 
the ftccufatioa eihibited by the 
kbly, anti dediaedall interference 
' matter. They had required hfin 
in the cap .city of judge on the 

but he pleaded lu competency 
h an office. Tlicydid not rcccdt*, 
r other band,and infjiled that the 
hould be execmed again li the 
Jjftlce, as an example to deter 
n from proAituting their abilitiea 
differTicc of their country, ef- 
[y in fo facred a place as a Court 
dicature. At it was e/ident that 
»(triiiSion« would be found 
?nt to prevent them from carry- 
r point they had propofed, and 
ugon a profecution, which would 
!aUed with great inconveniency 
:nger, the Governor thought it 
ity in order to fufpend all fur* 
itmoiitzesy to put an end to the . 
» at prcfenc, by diflulving the 
bly. 

h were the fitantion of affairs in 
rovince when intelligence arrived 
Bollon Port Bill* Such ameafure 
totally unexpedledy occaGoned 
iftonifhnientandalirm. /i towa 
ig wav immediately fummoDedy 
ch, the refolution was taken to 
ftop to ail trade with Britain 
r dependencieSi and to procure a 
GTation throughout the Colonies, 

only method remaining to in- 
be Britifli miniftry to repeal fo 
an a£t; for the extreme impolicy 
ufiice of which they appealed 
judgment aud feeling of all the 
ial worhl. 

nerous copief of the a£l were 
I and difperfed over all the A* 
n continent. They kindled a 
hat proved inextinguifhable. In 
.o ftrikethe eyes of the multi- 
thele copies #cre on paper e'dg- 
1 «blaek, a* ufual in oloumiiig, 
3te the mortal blow given to the 



liberty of America. The afl was cricA 
about by the vulgar* as a barbaroua- 
and cruel murder, and in fome placet 
was committed to the flimes with 
gfeat folemnity in the prefence of 
crouds ftsmmuned together for that 
purpofe. 

Jafl at the time thefe di ford era were 
at their height, General Gage arrived ' 
at BotloD in quality of Governor. He 
had been felc6ked by the miniflry for 
this poll, as an ofSjcr of reputation* ' 
and as a gentleman in favour and efteena 
with the Americans ; a<nong whom 
he had refided many years, and with 
whofe character and difpofition he waa 
thoroughly acquainted. The fir ft of- 
ficial a6t of his government, was to in- 
form the Affembly of their intended 
removal to the town of Salem, feven* 
teen miles dillant from Boilon, in cob* 
formity with the a£l for depriving thit * 
place of the ufe of its port. 

The Affcmbly rcquelled the Go- 
vernor to appoint a day of public de- 
totion tbrou;;hout the Colony, to de* 
precate the evils impending on it, in 
order toimprcfs the people at large 
with a deep fenfc at the diftrefled 
fitaatioQ they were in ; but the pur- 
pofes propofed by it were too obvioui 
not to meet with a negative. 

In the meantime m every Colony* 
provincial meetings were held, where 
they all condemned, in the ftrongeft 
terms of difapprobation, the aft that 
hsd been pafled affaind Bofton : thef 
unanlmoufly protefted againft the prin- 
ciples on which it was framed, and fo- 
lemnly agreed to refill it to the ]aft» 
'and to unite in the rood vigorous af* 
fiiUnce of their perfecuted fcllovr 
countrymen. Virginia, as formerly^ 
took the lead on this occafion in a 
public avowal of its fentiments. The 
lirft day of June had been appointed 
for the fiodon Port ad to take place : 
on ihat very day At General AT.- mbly 
of that Province enjoined a public fup« 
plication to heaten in behalf of Ame» 
rica. The ftilc of this in^aa^iotiw^A 
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remarlnble s the pcopk were d-'reAcil 
to befeech the Deity U} give them one 
bcart and one mindt firmly to oppofc 
every iDvafion of the Ameiican rights, 
T»e cximplc oi Virginia wm fouow* 
cd (.very where i and the firli of June 
obfcrvcrd ai a diy ot' uni^rCi* prayer 
and icrioufaeii thr«. ghuul ihf €oa« 
ti^f nt of Amtricrt. 

Ikiidct their ads of devotion, the 
snctikbera cStht . ffcmbly of Vir|zinii 
entered into an a(bciation, in whieh 
they de«jarcdf (bat to endeavour by 
fcrce ofarmato compel any Colony 
to the. payment of arbitrary t " r v^ was, 
iarealityi an att^ upon all the Culo« 
sica, and would pruve their ceruia 
niin» unieft prevented by their uniting 
in a conmou rctilUnce. I'Uey recom- 
mended for th^l purpoTe a General 
Conf^reCi of the Cobwies, to deb berate 
on tbi coiidud reqiiifite to be adopted 
in their prefent cntical drcunallaoces. 
Thoti|;h Peniilylvania and New York 
co.cuired in the general Ideas of the 
V /:nijins. t':ey ilill retained that de« 
grwc of iiodciaiion which a due fenfe 
cit* tie r cuiditiout as a commcrci^i 
I.'opl'** could not fall to fuggeft. A 
tnr.l hopp.gc of trade with Great 
lir tain m'us i mejfureaf too fcrious an 
i :-pcrt 11KC9 in their opinion* to be a* 
doptcd . rfun- ..II o:iicrs had been tried 
anij tuuiid iiie&.ctual. The ioderoui- 
ficr-tiou required for the Eail India 
Qt.mpdnYf they acluiowledgcd to be 
juit ; bu. tiiey coyld not admit of a 
tax which deprived them oi the ea« 
clufivc right to grant their own mooey. 
In thi^^atter they continued inflcxib 
ly rtfolvedto acibere to their long* taken 
detcrmi nations, and would fupport the 
people of Maffachufet to the utnioft of 
their power* again ft the opprcfiioa and 
iU-ufage they might eaprrience on 
that aocoQot* Siich alfo was the ge- 
aecal tamper ind determination of the 
Colooica'On tbia fufajcAl intariably 
Sk^ an tbieir refblutipn to abide by 
Cbcir rcfii&l of obedicace to Britain 



in the affair of Casca } hot ftitt ik^^ll 
to abilain from eat remit teat t'O tfciy. 
other remedy bad failed. 

Geoeral Cage»in the mean time kal 
a very difficult oart to aA ia hia new . 
government. 1 hough much re^ieft 
waa (hown to hia pcifonal charaAcri 
yet the uik he wm commiiEonedto 
perform waa highly offcnGve to the 
people he waa lent to govern. Whea 
the i^fleaiUy of ldaffu:hu(ct m«t at 
Salemt tl^ey did not Ibrget to pals a 
mfoluaon, declaring the propriety an^ 
Bccei&ty oJF a gcoerdl meeting of all the 
Colonies in Congrebt in order to con- 
fer together upon the (tuation of A- 
merican affaja Five gentkmen were 
naa>ed to repreleat their Proviacci wdi 
known tor their firentioua oppofitiaa 
to Britilh meafures | and a competent 
fum was voted for their ezpeacea. AB 
this they know muft be bigUy dii^ 
agreeable to the Goteraor | but aa 
they were fenfible that hia iuftruAioas 
were by no meana favourable to theia# 
they thought thcmfclvea entitled, oa 
the other bandt to take what Aepa 
they might eftecm neccflary to couu* 
tera^.them. Cunvioc%d at tbe fame • 
time, that the moment their intentioaa . 
were pcrceivcd» an end would be pat 
to the fcl&oOft they nfed allexpeditioa 
in drawing up a deelaration of tbA 
fcntimentsi to be communicated to the 
public, aa a rule for the eoaduft of the 
people of Mudchufeti whoCe implieia 
confidence in them would give ih^ 
forte of a law to whatever they flioaU 
lay before them by way of recommea* 
dationand advice. Tbia declaratioa 
contained a repetition of grievaneca 1 
the neceffity tnty were now under ol 
ftruggling aaaintt lawlcfs power i tbc 
difreeard of their petitions, though 
founded on the cleareft and moft eqinl» , 
able rtafona; the evident iottntioob . 
of Great Britain to dellroy thecoa* . 
ftitotioQtranfmttted to them from their/* 
aneeftors, and to ered upoa iu niiaa a 
fydem of ahfolaie fway, iacompatilla , 
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ifpofitiORa and fobverfive of the 
thrj bad uolnterrupcedly cn- 
luriag the fpace of more than 
9tj and a half. ImpeUed bf 
Dotivrtt they thought it their 
» advife the iohabicaota of Maf- 
t to throw every ohftrudion in 
lower la the way of fuch evil 
iy and recommcody as one of 
}ik «ffeAoal» a total difofe of all 
atioaa from Great Britain, tm* 
mire redrtfi had been obtaia- 
very gnevancc. 

Governor, however, was ap- 
of thia bufiaeft, noiwithftand* 
th« fecrccy with which it was 
^ed« and on the very day it wai 
:ted» and the report of it made 
Uoufe, he difl*jlvtfd the AfTem- 
nrhich wat the lad that waa 
I that Colony I agreeable to the 
of ita charter. 

a diflulotion waa followed by 
^Aolatorjf ad<irefa from the in« 
ott of Sclam ; wherein, after 
log the calamitiea of the people 
ton I they^eoticatcd the Uover- 
w6i towwda them with all the 
chaC reflbaioed in hia power | 
Nicluded with thefe reniarkablt 
:«-*** By Auittiiig op the pori 
BoAon, ibnie imi^iac that the 
irfe of trade mi-^fat be turned 
beri aod to oar benefit ^ but 
tute in the foimatkm ol oue 
*Vottr| fufbida ••r becoming ri« 
f in coaimcaee wkk thai conve- 
nt marl § and were ii oibarwifr, 
muft be dead to every idea of 
lice 9 loft to aU the fceUoga of 
inanity, eonld wc Kididgc one 
ivgbt to feiae on weaitb» and 
fc onr fortunea on the mio vi 
r'fuffcring ncighbonra.^^ 
lefc feotimenta will appear tht 
geocrona and noblci when it ia. 
Icred that previous to the alier- 
I between Great Britain and hrr 
lieit warm competitions ia trade 
been nfual among the tov^na 
e^i»tbc Bcighboarhood»(Bo(« 



tott» of whofe profperity fome of them 
were not a little jealoos. 

Sebm being now become the ca- 
pital of the Province, and reapinfl; 
the fruits of that trade which had 
been taken from Boflon, it was irai- 
gined that inttreft would have gain- 
ed over to the caufe of Britain thofe 
who were benefited by her mtrafurcs : 
but ihey who reafoiicd upon this prin- 
ci;^ic, forgot that the p-;(ijons of men 
are always ftron;;rer than their intercit ; 
and that the conHdcratioD of this never 
prepQnderates but in minds that are 
coo), and divefted of their influence. 
The Americans, at this cnTjs, were 
under the ftrongcll influcr.cc of paf- 
iion for liberty, and rc«ady to facrifice 
to it all that was dcartft to them. 
Depending however upon this prin- 
cilile, the friends of the firtifh go- 
vernment had conceived the mull ian* 
guioe hopta, thftc removing the fcene 
of bufineia to Selam, would hav* fo 
much dittiaSed the mercantile claflef, 
that they would gladly have come into 
the Bieaurea nqnjnd of ihem | bm 
they nmauitfd fturA ia their engage- 
Qcntaandprefcratd theificonveiiiencift 
and detriment acfukiag frum theiiper* 
Lverance^to ihtkl^ of charafier they 
iiH.ft have iLfikt'cliB had they furiake a 
tiie cauCe of their eouatiymca. 1 o 
thia it may be adc!td» that from the 
fludoitting and pn:cauii«,as fituaii-Jti 
of public iiffdiis» they forrfaw th:it 
Kt tie emolument could, atprtimt, be 
expc^ed icum their compliance : they 
wudy chiie therefore to wait for a 
kobiix of mure tiabilliy* 

^11 the midd of thtfe agitationa ia* 
liliigence arnvidat Boft«.ii rj thetWd 
iftuaioiBg bilU that kdd hctn framed a 
the one £)C the r.ew moddliog of the 
goVcKiimcut of MfLciufit, and the 
annulling ui i* cLaiur, the o- 
tiicT ioi the adminidrtion o^ juiUcc^ 
upon a new f>Un I ^Uich wab <ir€u- ' 
Utcd tUri)u^U the Cukiaieb with ti.e 
ttUttoH idiii^ebcc, nua vooipkieci (hot 
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■neafureof reren^ment winch feemed 
seccflfdry to predpitiite theni into the 
mod violent meafum. Such ai be*- 
fore appeared to hefitate, bccairtf 
fixed in their determination. A crf- 
fation of all commercial intcpcniirfe 
%tfas again propofcd» and a rcoev^al of 
all thofe af^reementa that tended to tlie 
fole ufe of ^heir own manufa^ures. 

\9Ttat fums were now contributed in 
all quanen for the relief of tlie inhabi* 
tantft of Boftoo. Letters and addref- 
i'ca came to them from corporate bodiet 
and provincial aiTembliet, praifingthem 
in the higheft terms for the courage 
with which they fubmittcd to prefent 
bardfliipsfur the good and honour of 
tbeir country, and exhorting them to 
perterere in the ftrdfaft adherence to 
a caufe which could not fail, through 
{neb fupporterSy lo become triumphaot 
atlatt. 

There ftill was however a large 
tDumber, who refleding on the terrible 
cpofequences cf rufhing iaimediately 
to armr, bboured carefully to inftil 
-tbetr fentiments into others, notwith- 
Handing the fpirit of violence and hof- 
tiHty to Great Britain, that feemed 
now to predominate. To thefe it was 
owing that the rage and indignation of 
the majority were kept in any bounds, 
and that tlie final decifion of •the coo* 
dud America (hould purfue* was fc- 
f erred to a general ' Congrefs. Bat 
thoogh they f ucceeded fo far a« to pre* 
veut an immediate commencement of 
hoftililies»tbey coald not put a ttop to 
thofe proceedings that prepared and 
fitted the minds of men for any that 
night liappen. 
. i'be committeea in America, that- 
xnanaged the correfpoadence on pu- 
blic afi'aira were generally compofed of 
the mod noted peifons for their abili* 
ties* and their antipathy to Britain. 
Thru ugh their eflbrts and adivity, the 
^compLiiuls an d difcoateuts*at her men- 
Cures were kept up and propagated | 
aod ihcir itcai wa» kdcfat liable in ihe- 



encnuraganent "cf tfe« fp-rit '«# ft§t: 
tauce, on which they founded the cs^ 
ecutlon oi the defirna fhiry Wre Aie^ 
ditating. The arriva4 ef the twojtl 
adsofthe British Parli?.ment» having 
raifed the fermentation throughout M 
Province to ita bighcft phch«- tfats #sr 
the time to begin the uii!^Idifigof>hat^ 
plan, fur which they faw the difpdl-'' 
tionf of men were daily ripeniog, aaf 
the faireft oppoitunky giveit, ntf 
prepared an agrcemrnc accordingly f 
—which in imitation of that uMd^ 
the enemiesto monarchy framed during 
the civil wars in England, in the laK 
century, was eutitk^} a (blema Leagpe 
and Covenant. Herein the fubfcnbeit' 
folemnly bound themfelves in theiidl' 
religioua manner, to break off aUcooH' 
mcrcial intercourfe with Great Bri* 
tain after the espiratioB of tbe erifuirti' 
moiiih cf /\ugull,unttl the latccfcacjnv 
oils ads were repfealed»and the Cotdny 
rc-poflcfled of its charter. TheyeUi|V 
ed tbemfelves neither to purehafe orta^ 
ufeany goodsfinported after that tene,^ 
aod to break off all tntfe and ^eafiMi* 
with any who did, as well as si^th tS^ 
importers. I'hey renounced aH'coeS* 
nedioa with thofe who fhould refbfe'tM 
bind tbemfelves in a fimilar mairodP 
cither by this or the like agrermeiA s* 
end concluded by threatening to oiakt' 
public the names of all who dccliacd 
to enter into fnch engagementa. The' 
co:nmittee earned iHc!f with ftt eib4' 
diligence in tbe pMMllKitiii{^ this Coie-' 
nant, which wti attended with aefr-' 
cular kttcr. esthorting all men to ^' 
their naroa to ft, a« a teft of tlikir* 
fidelity lo tbe eaufe of their cotliKryl* 
All New England adopted it with tbc^ 
otmoft^eal. Mor was it at BbCba* 
only, and the Provinces cf New K^-* 
land, that this fpint ef oppofitn»|^ 
vailed; tbe •fame agreemientf warfcMi^ 
readilyeiitcred in to«Ife where andftiP 
parts of the AmericaB coDtinent wtl^ 
without tliem. • *'- 

The Ucvernor of MaflacLdtf i M' 
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at. .tlvB utraordinary ^ceod*. 
raid a.prpclainaUciD agaiull it» 
II it wu Itilei an ilkgal and. 
lui cumbiaatiou^ com racy to, 
;(;iaacc dur to the Kingt fub- 
oi tiic ;iuiLonty qf Parliancut, 
c&iudive 10 peace, and good 

;, People were forbidden to. 
; auy conntenaucey under tlie 
e« annexed to fucb oScnces ^ 
c magi^ratcs were adAiuiiIihcd 
rthend all pcrfoDS who (houk! 
9 futfcnbc, or abet any fuoii. 
aienc« . But tliiA proclaosatioi^ 
ifregarded ; and oaly fcrfed lo- 
rhat little authority remained 
at Britain id thif Colooy. Id* 
}{ pay ipg it any dcfereocey i( 
blid^ iittacked in print, and 
*i as illegal : the hw, it watt 
], did . not .prohibit fubjfdt: 
ffembliag to confider of their, 
ices, and form aflbciatioDB for. 
elirf in cafes of oppreiiion. 
larationi wcr^ now maJtiag for 
ding of thd intended Coogrefs*. 
flphkiy from jta iiiuation be* 
the North ar:d Soiyth Colonics,: 
odgcd tiie mod coiiveoiaot 
JT that purpofe, and the Utgin«= 
f $epL€mbtr the proper tifoe 
:tiflg. Xbe drputics nhowerc 
ipole it wer< i;bofen by t]ic. 
ntativesof each Province } out 
r rrfpc&ive bodies : two were 
ift» aod fewn were tbe4argcft 
r Dent by any '^Pro? ir*ce : but no. 

had more than a Angle voce, 
roYiiicial Affemblies tuat were 
reWous to the mtctiog of- the. 
;fS| foreboded the tranfa^ioni 

meetinjif. They wcrei as uJu- 
iof refolations ceDfuring in 
ongefl terms,, the condu^ of 
ritiii JegiOature, and ihreat- 
tb break off all commercial 
ondcnce with Great Britain, 
flie complied with their re< 

re wii now a full profpeft of 
it peof^Ie in Britain had to ex- 
DO the meafurci ia which fbej 



ha^beeA fo /anguirie, They fiiw SQ 
union effc6ked between all their Co^ 
lonieSi fui»niled on the broad bocteai 
of what they efteemcd their cummoia 
iatcfelL It was .not the intriguer fif. 
a party thpy had to dtfeat, but the- 
combined power of a numtroiia 
people they had to encoonter, b<'ua4 
together by common rticnimtnt* 
Eapcrieiice bad prqved it impra^Li- 
qable tuXow 4i|r<^oti one nmong tlum s 
tliey were therefore to be combaiedk 
on their own ground, wbere unani* * 
gkity in their caufe would produce 
univerfiil rcfillanee, and whence it 
vere in vain to louk for nny CuppDrt* 
A fuffiqicnt earotft w'as g-ivenofthe 
firmuefs and conllaocy that woulA 
be met wiik* ia the behaviour of the 
inhabiuntu of BoAon* Neither fear-- 
nor intereft had worked the leaft: 
cba4)gs in tbeir detcrmi nation. llie)r. 
ooDtinucd to bear with a pai&ve, bAfr 
ii^flexiblc favtitude* the incooveri<H 
encies and Jiardftips to which they were 
rjediiCtfd -b]^ ihe deprivation of their' 
poit^ Thfi^ -were daily increafrng,' 
and bcgali to bean objed of alarm t» 
a}i €l4fl<V XbeaffiHaoce they had reW 
ceived from a variety of quarters was 
Kry conikieraUe, but was not, httw. 
ever, adequate ■ to the ezijcencieb of a 
large commercial ctcy, chiefly peopled 
with individuals employed ia the 
numberlefs occupations created by an 
cstcofive and flunrifhing trade. Be- 
fore the prcfent calamity had befal- 
len them, it might with great truth 
be fuid| that no pSace upoo earth 
couid' exceed, and few rival the hap- 
pineis of its iuhabitant*. Bufton was^ 
in fa A, the feat of commerce and 
plenty* The iinroenfe buiincfb it car- 
ried on, afforded not only a lufGcient, 
but a comfortable fubiiliance to in- 
dividuals of all branches and denomi- 
natiuus. ' Not only the neccfLtr)' and 
ufeful, but the elegant, and even 
fume of the lusuricus arts were culti- 
vated aiiion);ll them. I'hey were 
heaopie e polite, a ^s^« ^tk^^^Vaa.- 
wu ftill Bkoic to v^X!dx \x^vv^>ix« ^ 
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ttitnily ind hofpitaUe people s and 
cbedoded their cnioyments to a niao* 
ner that rendered thtm irortby of 
their profperity. In this happf ftatt 
of their circumftaDCcat they were fiea* 
fenced ft oDce to a total dq>ri?sitoa 
of att mcaui of fuhfiftipg. The Mow 
was not partisl : it vcacbod evtr^ 
per fen {titled there* Laboarert am- 
ticertr tradcfflaen, mcrchanta ; etcry 
one witboot exception participated i« 
the general calamity. ITicy bore 
this (addcn rcverfe with a patience 
and determination to per^ft in the 
(ame tine of oAbg^ that bad brought 
k upon themt which afforded no 
foMdl matter of farpriae to iheir cne- 
flvett and tS cftultatioo to their 
friends. AoMHig theGi latter none 
ligaalized the mKleet with more seal 
•wi alacrity than the people of Mar^ 
ble-bead, their oear^ oeigbboorsi and 
wte by this procimity were the moll 
Kkcly to reap the greateft profit by 
dicir dilkrets i bat iaftead oif eadea* 
vowing to tarn it to any accoontg 
they generoufly oflerad to the mer« 
chants of BoAon the ufe of their har- 
honw, wbaiis, and waccboufost (reeof 
all evpeoce. 

Troops were arnviag at Boftoa 
from aU qttirters« which occafioaed 
great jealaiffy throughout the Fro- 
vroce. It wsa looked upon as a de- 
Buaciatioa of what they were ihortly 
to cxpe^i in cafe they continued in 
their prcfcnt difpofitioa. Bot inllead 
of betrayin<; any 6gna of change, it 
gathered llrength duily. Proofs were 
coBtinuslly given that the people in 
the Bciffhbourbpod of Boftoa kept a 
watchfiii eye oa the proceediags of the 
Britift troops there i and woold^ on 
the leali notice of any harih meafarcs 
again A the inhabit aatSy fly ioftaaily to 
their relief. 

It was reported that a body of the 
soilitary was polled on the illhmus» 
that joins the peaiufnla t:poii which 
Bofton ilaiidsy to the maia-Und» in 
avdcr to cut off. iu commanicatioa 
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wtth the e^ontry, and Compel it by 
famine to fubmit to any terma thit 
might he impofed. Hereupon the 
cmiotry afiembied in great nnmbcra 
and dtfpatched mtS^gtn to BoAaa 
to inquire into the truth of this r^ 
port, and to affuro them they might 
defend upon the fpccdieft affftaicc^ 
in cafe of nrceSty. They brought 
with them» at the &me time» an er* 
rand of f^r greater imporunce, mit 
fliDwed in its fulleft Ught* the realitr 
of their deterounations to keep their 
word with Britain, in rcfiftingherla 
the lat^ 1 his errand waa to infintt. 
the people of Bofton, that were they 
to feie courage fo far as to darrcader 
their liberties, the Province Ihoull 
not look upon itfrif as bound by fuA 
fabmiffion : Britain, by breaking thof' 
eharlcr, had annulled the origin^ 
ContraA fubfifting between ihcm i 
and they were now left to themfelrcSt. 
and at liberty to ad for their common 
preferrationi as they thought mol^ 
advifaWe. 

In the month of Angnft, a formit 
notification of the two left ads ivLiC- 
ingtothe gorernmcnt was reccivcdi^ 
together with a lift of the new coonei^ 
oonfifting of thirty fin members. B« 
twelve of the number declined their 
oommiflions ; and moft of thofe whet 
accepted, were fpeedify obKged to le- 
fign them, in order to fare their pin- 
pcrty and perfons from the fbty of 
tlie multitude. The Judges nrwif, 
appointed experienced much the faat 
treatment. AH the inftrtor cficeit 
of the courts of judicatures the c!crk% 
the juries, and all other concerned^ 
explicitly refufed to aS under the new 
laws. In fome places the popi%tc« 
ihut op the avenues to the court- 
houfes ; and upon being required m 
make way tor the judges, and officm^ 
of the court, they declared that they 
knew of no court nor eflaUilhinanL 
in the Provincct contrary to the on* 
cient ufages and fomsi and wodL. 
rccogniae bocc« ^ 
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:ifli Icjrifliture having thitt 
heir foimer cuiiAiiutiuOt 
roplc refufing to ackoow- 
wliirli was fubftitutcd ia 
diifjiatioD of aU gov<:rn* 
Darily er.rucd. If tiic aA- 
the Britlfli meafui^t pro- 
.nfclfci Mf adfantaget 
ipparent ftaie of anirciiy^ 
{ready deceived. 1 he rc« 
1 oppole the dcCgnt of 
iuiiiy pfiiduced occaliooally 
notioofi I but no other con* 
foUowcd this dcfett of go- 
peace and good onler re* 
cry wrhcrc throughout the 
ami the people demeaned 
with at much reg«lanty» 
aws ftitt continued in their 
>rmal vigour. The truth 
the people ai well as their 
>ked upon their charader 
It ion to be deeply concern* 
occafioo. They were con* 
xhoved them to give the 
ifpntable proof that their 
wai by no meant unruly s 
To {at from being inchned 
1 licencioafnefSf they could 
le public peace, aud retain 
fobriety and decency of be- 
rithuut any other rcftraiat 
df their own habiu and in- 
In this feemiog ccffAiioa 
I government, they difplay* 
p the moft implicit reudincfa 
withr every iujuodion of 
rt. ConfoiBibly to their 
Ift they carefully abdaincd 
i)g openly to eztrcmities, 
iudefatigdbly taken up with 
aration fur war : arms were 
and ammunition procured 
viduali who could nfe theiDy 
' dcnuDciatioos of revenge 
ill thofc who fliould oppuiie 
tiooa. 

Gfge, upon receiving in- 
af thcfe prcparatioua. con- 
cccfitry to fortify the neck 
rcndf roenttODcdt in order 



furprize* Tiiit excited frcfli difcona 
unt» and afforded ample caofe of 
complaint ; it wu- reprefented as a 
commencenoitnt of hoftiltti«s, and as 
an undeniable evidenee of the dcfign 
fo long fufpedcdi to reader the mili- 
lary abfolutc mallcrt wherever they 
fhould be (Utioned. Their complaiota 
were fo loud on this occaCon» that 
ieiring ihey aaigbt proceed larthcr^ 
the General, by wav of prtcaution 
agaioll all accidents of this kiad» took 
the refolution of feistog the powder, 
and other military ftores, lodged in 
the provincial macaiinet at Cam- 
bridge and Chailcilown. Thit ftep 
appeared the more prudent, at the 
time wat now approaching fur the 
annual mufter of the militia, when i( 
wat apprehended, that if any hoftile 
defigns were in agitation, this would 
certainly be the feafon fur executing 
them. It is i^t improbable that fuck 
wat the intention of the people of 
Mafiachufet* The rcfentmenc and 
indignation univerfally expreflcd at 
hiscondud, and the violent meafurcc 
immediately propofcd, feemed to he 
dilated by difippointment, and ma- 
nifclled a concerted readioeft to pro- 
ceed to extremities on the firft oppoi- 
tunity. With difficulty were they 
prevented by fuch as had the moiUin* 
flueoce over them, from marchfog 
to BuAon, and thrcatenening to attack 
the troops, unlels the ftores that had 
been feiscd were immediately return-^ 
ed. But the' retarded for the prefent*. 
their revenge wat fully drtennined 
upoo» Not only Mafiachufet, bntall 
Mew Englaodf concuned in thit de- 
termination. To impreft the military 
at Bofton with a due perfuaCon that 
no exceflet on their pat t would be at- 
tended with impunity, an alarm was 
fpread that they were engaged in 
afinal fight with the towns-piople; 
thit repnrt brought inftantly thouCandt 
together! w|io proceeded towarda 
Bofton with the ntmo& {^^e^« %.'c^^ 
nnlde no halt IjU ike^ \i%^U^ ctx 
SMt7 ikH ik« f epocx ^aA ^Ttmax^t 
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ll! tiufton, vhtrt the mi!it»nr- *«« 
ilifalnte, oprn 4i-fLince wji t>M lo 
tlie Goreril'ir himfetf. The comj^nf ' 
<iF cidet* 'ihic lircd to altend the 
S^roiiiTciril GovernoTi on ccremoni-I 
(len&ofK, diJbanded thcttfclvts tnJ 



Md «-irnrJ then tn wtCgn tbrtr po^k 
midtr tht penalty cf brin^ trraied « 
public enemiCT. They eih»rtcd tli^ 
pft)plr, at ttie fame lime to pcrCia; 
thcmfeltn Ja military diftipline, W 
tvaiTcmliU ouce a week fdn-that put^ 



returned hi:« the (tandarj hclud^a* pofe. Tbryadviled thenrto bep^ 
rfu»t, prefctitrdlhem "itli on hit tc ]>etui>I1]r vn their guard ■giinlH tW 



e^ffioi: 



(he governncat. Thii <iefiirn« of ttieii 



(Kghl «a« l'« n>o»e ftk 4nd mortify- 
itigi ■■ thia>bo(ty coDfifted wholly ot 
ytiin)^ HeMlcnen of fortune and fa- 
^ion, and uf Tdmiliei hitlxito reputed 
10 be tt;acbed ti> the Britili) inlerell. 
Thid pii'jli^ rentfnciitioR of ollf^r.hcr 
chnmAlna witli ti»e Go»*iiiiir, by fo 
rcfijeflable M corps, vms, by dlfcernin^ 
?ople, wnfiierrJ aa an evil prefigr 



It had bceu cliicEy 



fiidihaddeterniiiicdtofciie upnititi 
amonfr them who had mufl ligiial^ 
thtmrtlvc* by their oppofiiioB [b t' 
tyrannical meafurei of the firitifl) a 
niftry. Should fuch an nteai|tf b^ 
made, ih;y were dire Aed tu refidiit' 
and if it Ibouhi fucreed, i*- fei«, itf 
their luro, eeery officer ttiey cMt 
find, and detail theni lifl lh;fr OWB* 



•iicpnvin, 



'their Colonrlof liii 



>ned by hta friends were' re fto red ((^liberty. TW 

■ ■'' recommended to the rcceitrira of the' 

poblic revenue, roi^o deliver it tbtba' 
iKafurer, but to retain it in their (Hri' 
handt, til! the conP.itution of tbc Pm-' 
Vtnee iraa relt.Jied, or a Prutiad^' 
Congte'iiroald otliL-rwMec'ifptiiepnt' 
After tbefe, »i>A feveral other adniaat' 
tion ■, the;rcn<<^'>'^<'' ^J entreating ike' 
Anutlier inlljiice people to cotitinae in fuch ■ firm, uin>' 
happened :t the nimuuaoppolJtir.R I3 their cneiniet.u' 
' ~ might cunvincc them that all iticir ea-'- 

deavoiira to oppofe America would baj 
vaiiij and that in fujiiftand nobler 
caufc, •* the coadiiA ot the Ameriuu' 
would be fuch ai to merit the >ppn;' 
batioR of the teifc and tha admiratlM' 
if the brave free ofeeeryage, antf4| 



fi^R Thia waa the citebnted Mr. 

Hancerk. a g«iitle«n»n wpofciniereft 

and influence were very exleiiQvc, anJ 

whofe tharafter wai exireiaely poiju- 

\tt. By difoblii^in^ him in iliic man- 

ser, he raifed t.iiBiVlf an enemy, whofe 

pBpuUriiy did not tai! to create hi 

multitude of othe- ' 

of the lilte nati 

fjmeiime. Acjbnelin the Provia^ 

cial militia having acccp-ied a feat in 

the new eouBcil, iwen;y-lour olSceri 

t,fhi» regiment refign^d tlieir ci)m> 

nijliiuni in one d^y. Frum ihefe fpe- 

crmeni of the temper of the Aiiievi- 

cint, it was eafy lo prognoflicatc _ _ 

what coaftqumcei would iofalliblj every coi»Rl»]'."_.l'hofe w-erie iWaf 

refiilt from tdeir inveteracy. 



The town* iir the ncighbuucUood of 
BoRon, during their pron ediit^'s, ap- 
puinted a meeting of their prlacipal • 
iAlla1>itai>t9, wherein tbey isreed to 
rifbfraH- obedience to the Ule afli cf 
ihe Brilifti Parliament, and engaged 
tb indemnify all per f-ma who (hould 
be prcifrcBtAl ferrdirobedicuiM to the 
couriK, aod^her powcti cHablifhed 
by them ; iliey' declared all mem-' 

Krtif the nt» e»uii«(l-^Iolit«m»f: behaticmrfwiii IbenriliUry, _. 
Itediitytbty owed i«''ihlftr*)*«ri-/ licahily «f the' fehij«^W iClM 

. . ... .CJ li.lj ■. -■ 1 «••- ,* ooi « -« 



They next prefented a reinaoSriHl^ 
lo tlie Govtrnor again a the " 
tie;.tiooa carrying un at Baftoa, 
herein tnformeJ him, thi 

tende'i by mi meant t« Col , 

bo8ilitiea Witt the BfiiiA frijrt*] 
were at the fame time^iiBSiyW 
ed, throogh the Divine -jiSilaii**.' 
vcr to fubmit 
They 



o itjc late opfrVfi^r 
mpl^ined of infii^i 
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[orrn and imputed the fcrraent 
Pr. vinc^fS, i»* th.lc caufcs. 
c Cciiiiicil iiQvIrd I tic Ciovemor 
! a Gc:ieiul \irmlily in order* 
ji)lc, lo rr ^»rc lljf:i^s to fomc 
t: yi Lra.^q'iijty. '1 l.c ^vrito were 
acvor"ii;,Jy ; bi't tl:e luatsand 
litirs io v^iiv'ty prc;v;ii)in<r, and 
:iici;:ii(:v rf a ci.u. ol clirou^li t!ic 



attendants had removed, thither from 
Saietn. Fhus guvernment, adminif* 
tration nfjuilice, and commerce wcrc 
all eqiiilly at Si Hand. 

lo prevent the ahercations that 
mit^ht aiifc from ihe trodpsbetn^quar* 
tcrcd tipon the inhabitants durin^ the 
winter, the intention of che Governor 
was to ered^ birrucks for the accum- 



ill ion of fj mai'V < f ltd n*.ember9, modation of the former. But this i a* 



cd hi'n t«i counivrmHiul ihe viiitH 
oclaiiK.tion. Rui ih:. bltir mea- 
%as htlo tlle;4al, and the l^'r^^vince 
d its deputies, who met at Salem; 
!y after waiiing a d .y for ihc Go- 
V, on hit* not apptiirii->^9 ih«>y vot- 
c;nfelvc8 into a PriiV.nci«i Con- 
, and ctiofo Mr. H ncock prdl- 
A commiitLC was immediately 
ntcd to Wiitu.xMi the Governor, 



teiition WAS fiultiated hy thr ftledi* 
men of Bollon, ^^ho compelled the 
Workmen to defil^. AppIicatitD was 
made to New York for a (nppiy of 
cnrpenters to as little piirpofc ; and it 
was with the cxtrcmeil diCiculty the 
troops were provided with winter 
lo.!;;ments. He had no bttttr luccefs 
in his endeavours to procure winter 
covering for the foldiery. The merch* 
cpiefv-Qt to h:ai the neccifity of ants of New Y rk, on bein^; applied 
g the fcufc ofihc Colony upou to, anfwcrcd to a man, *' That the/ 

would nev;:r fupply any article for the 



prcfent critical iituaiion ot its 
3. They tnumerAted the grie- 
• already fpecified, and requcded 
a the motl fjlcmn manavr, to dif- 
riuc the w>rks upon Boiton neck. 
Govcrnor^anfwerwas, no inimical 
tion;»were meant by the proceed- ' 
of trie Biiti/h troops^ klf defence 
waft propofcd. He reminded the 
nittee how ill it became them to 
>ldin of bicach of charters, while 
fiance ot government, they con- 
id to hold Aflcinblica not warrant- 
f law. 

il thefe cxpoftulationf and recrimi- 
mt Icrved only to increafe fufpi- 
and refeotmcnt oh each (ide. ^9 
lal good* will and confidence was 
cly loll, wliatc ver v-as done was 
Idcred iu a fimtter view ; and im- 
tions of the blackill tiaturfwere 
ed lo every mcafure reci pi orally 
itcd. 8o dangerous was the litu- 
I ol all adherents to the Britifh 
t become, that they no longer 
d to truit themCcIvcs out of Bolton. 
I wat the ci.ly place whcie they 
d remain in fuftty. The Cum- 
ijoecft uf the Cuilowfi aud ail iheir 



bcncht of men who were fent as ene- 
miesto their country." This treatment 
of the military, tended not a little to 
increafe their difl'keof the inhabitants 
of B )(lon. Thefe, on the other hand* 
confcious of this refcntment, looked 
upon them at men who would give a 
loofe to it on the liill occafion that 
offered.-— Thus hatred and miltrult 
incrcafcd reciprocally ; and became 
the more violent and inienfe, from the 
uecdHty of il fling their appearance, 
and covering them wih muiual pro* 
tcAationsof good- will 

During ihcfeprocicdingsat Bofton* 
the provinces at larj»c were preparing 
againlt what was univcrfally hulked 
for the eiifuing fpring. Thty formed 
magazines of nuiiibty (lores, trained 
thenilelves to the ufc ot arms, and 
provided money with ihe utnioii faci* 
lity and cheartulnefs. Nor paid the/ 
the leall regard to the proclamation 
uf the governor, rcpiobaiing the 
illegality of their proceedings; but 
fcemed thoroughly convinced of their 
propriety, and fully determined out to 
recede* 

1 



M^i 



C.^ tw't 
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CHAP. V. 



J ranflinio?:: rf the Co'tgrefi at PblljdJpbia in tbs Tear 1 774* 



/i CCOROTNO trt r»pnf»i.i»^;«-rT>t lak*»n place in t1>e 1.1.1 and the prefefll 

,4- Jl tlie Cici tiiii Cor firn f> «,f ; U iIjc cciilmy, t!ic fpirit i^ a: vebpicvalcnt 

(J Iwiiics Mtci (it rii l.i(jc!pliM ifi tlie at \\x tirnc \i\:j }>app^n<rd, alwovl 

in- r.tli (jf Sjpti'Sibtr, 1774, aiiJ con- arco i.p 'oIl'c! iht rii'»ii»ritnr8. TM« ac- 

iiiL-ci iif iifiy-o.'ic iKlei^i'vCS. Mil Af- Ci u:iH ii pir:ic lUr fl»r t'.ic p iOonutc 

l*c jilily 1.1 iliib kin'.! w.iS '-in rniirc no* »tia' li'ncht to rtpuMcin priixiplr^ 

v.iiy in iKis li' I'.iif^ilici;.*. rf;roii^!io'it tlj.it niarkn ilic cli itj^. r of iJu- |. tuple 

t'.ii va'iL (I'jinir.lond ;^ (T iT li oy Sj) :i:i, in Nca* linv'H'-;', wh.)(c T'lcicihcrt 

H') iii(iiriLr!l.i>ni h:.cl li-ip}K'!.c.i wor:hy ue c the nu)ll zl*u1 lu^ 4'.!h(.rcritit tp 

of bi'ii^^ rccoi J« il : III III fc btliiiij.^iiij( that p rry \*';jicii t)pp»i\J n.oiiPirclif 

to Pt)rM!,^»l fdhm ni jii iKid ?iiW4\9 %%';'U Im niiu ii oiitra;:.' ufiicf^ <inii via* 

picvui-f J ; and I*', .iiii.c S.d never ^Jiind U..i; iii the iall rintuiy. Fi<»u-hl 

it a d'fn .I'r tuik to ;;tjvern her i^ me- viih i!".t h'yh fp:il"cd i:oti(ns iliat 

lica.i p lKi7l n*. It whs rcfi 1 vjd ♦or th:ir3*5ic"irfc the iiiitifli i-a'jon, it ii 

Pii:r:i'.-i to ^iir t'.i t!ic rx^iat'r.iiiiiiry not lu:}iii(ii:<r ihit tie luhaotantk uT 

ff cl <!k. of Col trk Co r;v^i;uir ticm- liiilifh /inurica fhi/ulii Kd the fame 

lc!v^> f> 0(0 liu. p'li; cut 'late ail. i iinit.n^ rt p'.),^u :iicc to iij ike any cotKcCigt 

a^ •M-ii her in a K^^ulir and oidctly nof^vourable to' h'bert , tliat is pro* 

Tclil:.MC'.-. I h; pca.e::! Ic o'>j(!:\Tse f- ff «* by the natives of tlu* iflijci ; ta 

loth. cij».nin:'njs *)t »hfir .rt fjicci ve wi:ic.i tlitfc gl«»ry, aitd v»hich ibcf 

loVvri."ii:i;, i.. il.c Sj;.»;r«rji, I'^otu^ii' fc, cmllJer not o-ily as rbc nu.d Hiinin^ 

iiiid l-'icnv.:; C'd .:;:c;", isde ItiJibl: from j^iirt of tijvir character, hut 33 the 

tin. iiiiinrc of tlit^ir d'vne iic ^;< v 1 ii- T^oprce of iill lhv«fc advaijiagcs thcf 

ir.cij*. .-\ccii;Io::ivid iii their own i;,,un- \\ u.fa ill a fu|>i'i»or decree tu olbcT 

tiy to a.i i;v.|.l.c!: ctq "lIc-s-uCi: irt the ii.ifr.^. Anoih'. r mateiiul cp:ife n^ay 

d.cLiUs ofilic coiMt, i:i'':vi !u ,1s w::o be .iiri;.;Med fur llic f; rw .rJ. cf e.^pr if* 

fi**.ilrJin'. r i/ji j.drl.^,( a.ruuv\it!iti.tm t ' W ihc ptople of New Liigiaiid, U 

tl;j»fc h..*.:li (;i c /::.:.l;.i:icj, whijh, afT-Ttii-jj every pr vi!e^e 10 vvhici. lacr 

lifce all «'l;Kru*n::pi 'lit J 1 y eJuvMiiou, thought tlitndt'vcs entitled. This 

;.re a'ivv:;y(i r.tiii..tr(!. lint the v:li p rt of liiitifn Anierica it chiiflr 

dllp^ri'v ( f e^: '.;a :*v-r f.r:ii^»!b) cuii- pe pl*«d w.th vvhi'e men; he pia« 

traiy i .d,i: , cjiiiti n-j^ 'aii to pr':Jue^ p rtiiin of bUcki l)cing no mere thaa 

vny d!m.'rcnt ifllc'ii in th- Col 'i.ics i* twciui'.iii. Ttie Ian ii are divided 

foi:nd(.il by iinylji.d. '! he tcm^^er, into f.iiall lots, e'?eh of them free* - 

inelin tiops, an-^l pjtfj.rs, <.f tiie hw].-::: ; ihis produces a uuuiirous com* 

Ilnj^i (h Cc^loniiU diSrcd v\i.!(.-ly iiom iiioDaltyi who live t>i plenty, thoui^k 

futij cls ot arhi'r^.iy ^overriii^nt. nil in luxury. Aw equality o| cir^ 

'llie liii^l lb, br-d in thjr Inghcil cu'r.llanccs places ihtni on a footinf 

fentiinints ol' freedom, prcierve and (if fitcndiiicli 4iid n-u^ud lutereoutfe^ 

piopagaie tiicn whticvcr tliey go. thai tciulcrB it d-»:igerf)U3 to aim at 

Ilcacc in tiie tumerfus emi^iati^ns inn iva; ions, or at too much autlioril* 

irua. liiiglaud tu Aiuerica, tUut Wc gvcr them. A people thus vDuaitutid 

CHJOJ 
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a ve*j;Ii» of C"nfiqu«*nce nn- F.nrrpi* ; lut t^^* ri;,!Iy « f tl;; f - f^ frs 
> m t.'.un-rits w ' trr t'. it r,u •.« t n' K: d l.Ti^t- p ff i^'oii in -^'^rei-'. 
. f liu! arc ifi t c p fF fli m «1 .i T«nv taw 'In' Lij/i i''''!"; ♦ T a Cf.i.'fl, 

Hcrr il»^ niin-.hi-r li* be b iiL'^t t tu' Hn&l ifl;c <it v.l.ivlj :r.i,;..t. ; I: Cl 
I nc (i bti»^ fnall, ih il lufj nfi llum in liie ;^«'tl tciioui ir.,iiincr. 
• li mtirc c'liiy ai-coinpli.iicl, U i jc tlit Hr*t::li C >!oniVs t) l*:i:c..cJ 
vhvT ^i\'.l]i•.^^n\i'r^ arr lo be con- '••! thvi att»mj>t, lo fjir r:« to pli"?; 

w Mo*"* civ^urnii'-ncrs ftl «litii ll'Ciif Ivcs un a lo/! iiM{ <^f ro::»i itlc- 
ncctCit >. ;.«wl vvtiofc tcliiC3lio~i) f.fsulciuc uj;r>n Gr;.,:t I'.rliain, i!;;8 
8 tb m 'b ':'*:. tlr nr. ached 10 r-.i^bi pr-.r/c a j):cc^.ilf:r (T r: e xt).l: 

nl».!»iJl'on ol l:.v r c.«»a-i'ry. filA tcnflcncy lo ll.cir iiUtivi). It 
ih f.»if . en 1')'.'4 :<^.», -iiita ^imc m:^;!it in la.'c iUiW r.wn Cclo'.ics to 

c« me V lit n tii- vcd; I- '..{ Nfw- imiia'c li <Tt' < f I'lfj^iird. in hoprs of 
t\J f!^.l! .1 1 ly II. i;n ijot cii'y to inctiliijy vvtih tlic I.kc Iij-clIs. Tlu/Jt! 

m i« I!' u ;Vit.il txr nt, hiir t) pi:v.'er ^ oo tlie cii,(.T li:;n;3, who h d 

n\ in •t'.M'idriicy, Tiil priiul- no C( 1 tji-^, vitwid wiih a fccicr fa- 

. <v v.;it b ( t: t»t v\} i 1, r.Mj^lit tit r-^lia:! tlic t.» ba r: (T./iCMts lof a dale 

..'ux Mj c'^'jV.'n t lit li: :l ri6 tiif.r wr cilc riiiubt they dieuJcdand wi.htrd 

j.'.'l ibt j ^luify of ii.<r?iai ^i. lo fee oiniin ftjcd. 

iij)')n It, ucuid liis] ihe'M to ijy the i:;llriiil^onR iriven to the 

nj^at <.ii'Iy t; t rfrp.'ir.ieu'.r up q <1 ic'i^.Ucg, thty u'cr-. r»ien-iiily lo p.C' 

iwtr « illii.cl rt-.;m lliiir tivvn. liiit>^Ic«'",c tlte fnvcrci^'nTy of Great 

;.iicc r.i iA.:ci, tU.ik vviiilt: iiiublc 134 iiuii) c-vcr thcfn, mk) li:tt«" vviliin^ir. 

« ff iii'.'h a y^)ke, ti.t\burcit uvlb lo pny bir ihc fulitd cbcdit nee, 

-ca u -ill. r^ivtCidruc. !(. wns ho as tar a« the coiiU>tiiti;;n (:u<.hv;]ii< <i 

i.'f rill.^r.i.'h neiit. that thiiikinc lu.r to (li-mand ii : they w^rt :o dif. 

Iv h n:.ic lo ui'i I it, tbty (htiuld ciaiin all r.o ion.i cf (t:pai."iipfr frn:n 

lo biHf it i-ny io:»:jcr. 1 hit h* r ; a[;d to dv-thire it was with the 

of r^fi'tn^c of wiiiclj Grtat deeped ickfct, ibiy bciicld a »^ol,.)tn- 

iiovv io bil'iTV CO rpl .rnid, (i»R cf lh«il coiifi«icr.cc and i-fiectrrti 

LTt.i tf ilic nertlTiry and iMiive whtc'i had fo hn^^, and fo h^ppiy 

of ihok- CoUiu:c» whi'Ji the fir both fu Milled bctwecu Griat 

imi'.trfi, f'illcrcd, end fij.treJ, Biitain arid her Coloiiicrs. l^ut t..fy 

i uiuJi atteiiliuii aod care, to uirenolcfs cartfiilly dircfisrd, ar li-o 

rffiui ilatc if TiViiurity. 'I'iu'y f-imc tinic m tiHi-rt \\.i ri^^is tiai.Iinit- 

r .'Ircu^^ih and iirpcrtance to led tothciii by ifitlr aicilur^. ' bcie 

hey haU utlAinCil, and vitic dc- rJ^ht« they V'(,i;!d nc\cr fmriius'T, 

o tztrch'^'.- It aceoiding to ttjiir I'nd «vould iQdintiiii) Ihcm at all p. r:)s. 

;a^. I hty were now met al- Tity wtie eniitbd to all lev p: vf- 

r tor the iirll liii'.c, in Ibe per* K'^«is of ljr:tjlh fjl.jt^fts i;i.d w. 'u,! 
ib'*ir dclcj»:'.itB, After havin^r 'not )itlJ lo the uij It puritnfi :ia 

y ye^rs d«*e't, as itwevcfpa- oJ Pailiamrr.t, wi.icii, in t!ie j.iei nt 

m eai h other and oiten difF red trtalmeiil of the Coion-eJ«, li.irj vn;..'t- 

t)c.r vi.ri(«MS in crelU, they iio«v ed the principlvs <if the coiilliii.tioriy 

Je dll prep'<iiciiioii<} and anti- ar:d ^'ivcii ih'^in ji:it rriL.li.Mj t.. Lc 

ai'd cordially ?gucd tc unite d (f'ti^iied, aird to li c iii f^j^} oiJJi n. 

iprCtive abibtirs ot every kindy l'iiih.inicj)l mi^ht <!i jend this oppo- 

littonlo the po\%cr and demauda fu>^'Q would n^VLr ceafc until t^ufj . 

t Britain. ixtii* uf rcv^hollv re'iak-d t'a^h ul b -cu 

: wtrc procc c'lngs that natur* li»».* radical caJifc of the pre lent di'.unb* 

kd u^ iQc MUculig:i Qf tiii aaccs* Ibcy \vcri'{iavucuv4\V^\v.>lA\*vX'c^ 
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to prefcrvo the mmod harmart)' in »ll 
their confuttations -and to dchiTC 
nothiiijr with acrimony : wltptcvcr 
fhoi'id be decided by a nnjurity, ihc 
re naiiiderniouluacquitrccipcliCirtuily, 
Tiii» mtj')iiiy was lo \.c tjr:ii.-J, not 
Ly iiumlK-rin^ ll»c deiegiit-s, lnu by 
alioviititr one voic to Cfch Coloiiy. 
'Ihc temper and focrccy wi h which 
they cnndiixnt-J their prucccdin^ji, w.ig 
the lir(i oKj.dl that • ruck d>fccrnin^ 
obfcrvers : it contrihuicd powerfully 
to gain ti)crn the reverence and tav >ur 
of the pubh'Cf and to convince thiir 
conllitutnts that they bad intrullcd 
their 'ifTiirs to -^blc htmc's. 

1'he Hrft public ad of the Con^refft 
was a declaration approving; and »p- 
pl^uHinvr the coadvicl cf the people 
of MafT^chuf^'t, and encouraging them 
to procecU with the fame fpiril they 
liad begun : they I mien ted the diU 
trefley of the peo|.^le at Bofton, and 
the ipptclfion ihcy fuff. red tbronijh 
the illriTil an 1 tyrannical adfl of the 
Bntifh raili-imriii : they coincided 
with ail the mcafurcs an 1 refulKtii-nt 
takin and propofrd by that Province, 
and recommended a generous con- 
tnhutifin of fupplits from aiithe Co- 
Ionics to epa?iie their cotxitrymen at 
Bo'ion nobly to pr. fev^rc in the rtrn^»- 
gle thty were now makmjr for the 
common canfe. 'i hey further de- 
clared, that it anv attempt (huuid he 
made to carry thcie adv into txccuiion 
by force, ail Amcii.a thould join to 
oppr)fe it ; and that if, in thec^uife 
of huiiilitu't, the prcftrvation rf the 
inhabitants of DoUon made their re- 
moval up the country neciffiry, all 
America (h >uM unite to indrmniry 
thtm for the 1 (Lit and detriment they 
ini^hc incur on that accn.int. '1 hey 
rcxt wrote a letter to General G«g«', 
in wfiich, after repeating the gnc?- 
ines complained of by the people of 
Njafrichufct, much in ihtir own terms, 
they iiiformtd him of the unanimout 
refulution taken by the Amciicana to 
cppofc, with their unittd ende£vou!<i» 
* e sdi Iduiy puffed by the Briti/k 



Parh'sment ; and ih^t fo this fn*f^ 
the Oi^oiiies had appoiiiteil them lite 
pu.irdiani of the'r h'btrtie«« They 
entreated him, in the fame minmr 
thf people of his ;^ovcrniT er.t h:id done, 
to Ocfill fr')m any military optibtioo^, 
at tendinis to breed v\ oKwv*, a*id oc> 
CAfi^n, at lall, hoftilitue, which might 

Iriiiliate the ).x^''*^ ^^^^p'"'*'''"^ oftlie 
Conj;refs« and ren.lcr a r ccncTliation 
with the parent ftate a work of grei| 
difficulty. 

A public declnration of the ^Jghtt 
belonj'ing to the nritiHi C'>'oniei «"W 
next publifbed 1 1. rein they ag«i« 
aff rted their lit'e »o circry privilege i 
erj »ved by Enol.lhmrn. They par- ' 
tieularly Dated, that as thediilance 
of tl'ic Colonits from Britain made M 
reprefentation of them in the Hrttiill 
pjiliamcnt inconvenient and imprac- 
ticablcy their Frof;ncial ^.flTemblifl 
oii^ht rxcinhvely to pofllfsthe powtrl 
of lei iflation, ak the only legal repre* 
fcntativcs of the people, by vifaoai 
they are chofen. Ihtf*-, coijoimly 
with the Governor appointed by the 
Kin^, being conttitutionHlly the only 
litwdil rnlt'8 in e<rch Province. It 
order, hi wever, lo prcfcrve the con* 
ntditm between Great Britain and her 
Colonies unimpafred, they confented 
to piy due fubmiliion loiuch a6l at 
the BritiHi Parliament m% art avowed^ 
ly and evideiitly calculated for the 
mere regulation of commerce, and to 
frcii^e the bcnefitR of the Amrricafl 
trade to the parent ilate ; but without * 
empowering her to mipofe any tat 
whalfoever for tbe purjiofe of raifia|f 
a revenue in Anmnca without their 
confenr. They reprobated the idct 
ct being tri(d tor < {fences any where 
but Bt hi me« by jurieH chofen amonff 
their neighbours. They clatroed tX 
the in-'muniii s granted to them at 
any time by royal chaiters, or (r cured 
to thtm by law ! 'Vr r*rrlared thc 
keeping of an v mcd force m toy Oh^ 
iony during ^tei^ce, d^.iii it us cunfieQlt 
illegal I tod thtt t counoU loveBed 

witK 
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cpifliiife powers, and appointed 
f Cr »wn during picai'urr, was 
ry to the fpirit of tKf conllitu. 
nd fubv^rfive of frctdom. They 
I on tliffc rijih-» as iinalienablf, 
the lawful powtr of ni ne to v!e- 
hem <»f. I hey were f iwidcd on 
earcft n^itural julllcc, and c<^uld ' 
afonaWy be called In quell ion. 
enumerated thofe iicls of parli- 
by which tbey thought them- . 
ilejjaliy aggrieved, and of which 
ecl^red tlie reptal indifpcntilily 
ry fcirtht relloration of harmony 
n Gre^t Bn'iain and America, 
i^ thcfc vras that relating to 
c, which thty explicitly termed 
ad for eftablifhin^ the Roman . 
h'c rehgit n :n jCanada ; aboh'Ih- 
e equiiable fyftem of Knglifh 
and erefting a tyranny there." 
adt, they faid, was peculiarly 
to the Colonies, from the di<- 
jde betvetn the religion, la W8« 
tiTcrnmenty eftabli(hed among 
anadians, and thofe of the Co- 
Thc French in that Piovinc^ 
It forgotten the cnmiiy formerly 
n;; between th^m s^nd the l^ng- 
4onies, and t]iat it was by the 
ice of thefe, they had been torn 
he dominion of France. They 
ecfared, that to obviate in the 
iedual manner the evils impend* 
*on them, through the unjurti- 
ncafures of the Britifh miniltry. 
Id be proper to frame a body of 
lions Hgainft the importation and 
:*ption of £;i||(lifh goods, un'il 
iiXn Were rcptakd tiiat iinpofed 
upon tea, wine, coffee, fu ar, 
lolaflcs imported into America, 
er with the Bodon port a^l, 
'or altenrig the charter of Maf 
it, and the adminiftration of 
in thjt CcloDVy- and that re- 
to Qnebec. The regulations 
ifnporting or ufing any articles 
r from Britain* wcn» much 
DC that hud bcco adopted od 



former occadons, and Inve been al» 
ready fpecitied : the principal d.ffei'* 
ence wjs, that they were now enaded 
in a more formal manner, and re com* 
mended with more earneftntfs and fo- 
Kmniiy. I hcv (^id not forget to re* 
turn the warm thank<t of rtmtrica t<j 
thofe members if Parliament who had 
f ) zeMloufly, though intfFc6lually, ef- 
poufed its caufe ; as well as to th' fe 
numerous !ndiv?dualiin Enghmd, that 
liad flood up in its defence in ihctt 
fpeeches or writings. 

After this a |;ctition was fent to the 
King, an Addrtfj* to the Briiifh nation^ 
another to the Colonics, and a ihiid to 
the French inhabitants of Canada. 

They contplained p^trticulaily fH 
thfir petition to ihe King, for a mili- 
tary commander in chuf being ap- 
pointed Governor of a Colony during 
peace ; an armed force employed to 
compel the payment of tjxc i ; new 
ifficcs created and attended with much 
expence and opprelOon ; falarics < nd 
fens on the Cf:UTt of Admiialty pay- 
ahle out of the tfifcdts condemn^- $ 
Cuftcm-hcufe cffi.ern authuiifcd to 
force entrance irto houf.6 without 
perfriflion from the civil magif^rale ; 
[iMvy -forfeitures forjight offences; 
falfe informers exempted f.on» i idcra- 
nifying the partieH acciifed ; unrtafi-n- 
ablc Itcurity demandtd f»r 'lulc ^I.eii 
defending tlicir right. A^ter cIwcll'Ojj 
upon theic, and the v^rinUb inQ^'nccs 
repeatedly mcntiomd as objidla c£ 
complaint amon^ft the AmciicuPf^ 
they declared their attarhm'tu to 'he 
parei.J^ tt^.te, their f^i^iiiv u> f.c 
Crown, and afT-ftion t > the K «i^j'i 
perion and family, with a m<»rc re* 
mnrkable warmth and energy <'f ex- 
prtUion, than had hitherto been ufvd 
on fuch occafions. 

i heir addrtfs to the Britifh nati'.'S 
contained the highlit encomiumson 
the common ancellors cf the people 
cf Britain and of America. It af- 
ferlcd all tlie rights i»f freemen ot 
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<•< nprron to hntli, r.p«! (Vc\ir'.d thtir contiiiur lli:it modi'ratfon and forY^y* 
if :cv:'cablr rt-fi lM?t«ii. tofuu'ci.d.r thvP.! ai.cc". Ii-fliKiiccd by fijcli tn-.tttTti, 
tfy^n iKi c I fi.jtirr. -.^i ll ry liid im.c<; more prcfcMrd » iuvj 

The) iKxt j'Otii jT tl ifi- Co!i :,:cr^. ,iiiil . fF :.l' »ik. it* aJ -Rfi ?« t!jc rhr-nc 
Tivy in o"irn.f'i !?it ::i. lint :.ri T •: \ n.^ ii i.«'j)*' u: < l>?a.iii»i^r iiH pruc^ctiM 
Y-ci>;iit"ti with tic i:'ii»'i.l ur: .ii li'.il y an.! j.^l-l luc f.)r I J:r iL-rfrt f« » f th« 
cm.' («ttcpt'(>n, ihtciiiH i:t ua !p-'::ail) ^ritv.nicts Ti.cy h;i'', wuh the fame 
c^ K'vtC ;< war-is «-;.cl» • t'l r 1 V Cir-it view, .'ppia'-.i i" iht Br-tifh nstiiQt 
r> i-ir.i itii'l Aintiita, fi.ic- ilu* y^ar aid t ndtavi imm*, Ly H\«/akc:!iro ihiia 
ri.t. tK ir. a'^.d Kv;n K'Jid'cJ :>v.\\ iix:y- to a ith!: ut ti.iii ouii im crtAu tjca- 
f lir, wlii-n r c J rtlii* iJii;..trpy »| i r- j,n^ct'itii in:t rf; rtr.c*- r;;il inedi-iioa 
r* i> h '(I ll»e r full <:i> :i.T ..I ccuii. ..t, i" t'-e b-. lia'f of ihrir p.rf.i ut^'d fcll-j* 
timli r';!:^cd tli.jii to <lc --ic, iii.it fu J^»:is on t-tit Ii le (»♦ the Aildriiir ; 
•* i: »s *.ic*r, h^)n«.ii a (Ik.iilj', iUm a v. irji:';: fhtn. ;;: :lu- f mt ri i.c, to \kp 
rc'v)iii:Ioii is fiir.iuJ, a.d row curyivg wd'.e <f i-uiiuq it j.cts, ihtMil-l maticn 
>iiT..» cxfcniIrMi, l.» f% :ii\u i^i lli' t.i.c- l»f i.io{jL;lit I.) cxiic liiucs ; iur in i hat 
< .>ni tf tlie Ci It i,i. 3, !)) l.f j ct.r.g c-lc •!•■ y w u!d ruid t!.c Colm.iils piCf 
lh»^:n I'j a dcfpo'ic ^i,\{:rij;nfni'*' jvnrl to intit ill in vw] to ih-iiv 

"I'iifv 1 tpn I'eiiic! i*'.r ln,A.le trnf- il.n:. Halves w>i;I«v of l!.at Ii^>eriy inr 
r:c'it <.f :!ic? tnwM of liuilon, ard the ivLrth il cy wtrc c-iiitci:di*iig. T,ij 
Piov'ii'e «if M (Ti'-'lmlf;:, vs p. it if in* 1, h. wtvrr, I'uy lj« prd wimU 
t!a- riUm Cvu.crricd a^^ir;!! tin- C.) nivcr l.kc pi. cf ; nutlii.ijr (hcuiiibt 
loaict- : ilitfc w^t;: r.M !tl- jrn'ty c f v.j:i:iii^ on iKvir pjrt to induCc a 
rppofition lo Ijrit.iin than M (Tiiiu- iiiucie itco-.»cilii»tIou ; the rcciproca* 
£et ; Lut L:::i*h p<;h'cy aimed at d f- Ion (f bciicilts aiJ»i fervicc* io Uwg 
Uijiiir.j/ ihciti. ll. had to th.it i;.iciit fuhliiiiuj; hciw- en ihcm and the pa:cat 
f.'l'.-dtc'I, fir the fint tri;d, the iiu'll lljic ; and ihc lies uf c/>ufanr'ui!iity ; 
poweiful, and moik llknly, fjr th.it ll.e rtmembruncc of ihcir cominua 
rtafnn, to break « ut into loiie : Ct uf origin ; a!I IJHU.lhey fl.turcJ tlieo;* 
v:olii;cr th a TT::g'.Mi(»l n^.ett wit'i the fvl-c, w^>uld o|»«.i«ie in Lntj'ai.d .*.» ' 
c< ncMirtrjce ii il'C * tl.er Ci'loniis; \^ii! j»iii Amtrca ; arid ii u-4.v iheic 
tl.is u-nuld uir'rd a pr.lcnec for cor- a'lknt wifti, iLvcr to ice ihr day, 
irtCliii^j that I'rovin c viih a heavy uij* n f'ir;,crf;J <'f J'll ihvfj m'.i lives to 
>iyi»f!, wlihom ih^ inuifoicr.cc of ihe tt.i.'ul.r ll.e /inuricoiTs a« the i bie* 
itht::., who III. !.l i.ol, till it \v;is mo tl.Kn, lie Kn^iil i, hy : ITu.nin^ the 
II!', (liu'ittr t)jc i:npM»; rjc'y, ;is wll rUi'j.dKr of lyr.inLs, fhi.ul.! ci:t afno* 
ys :|'o in!',r.:!j;iide (.t li.ii.:i;i^ it !(■ he ci' i tl.t b-nJo il»,i h.id Io hn s an4 
r.i r.i d ia ihL* very Luii, as i:\vc.".'':, fo hi;«;.ily hdj jheni tf»t»ri}jer. i hey. 
<'t ll^ cxirt i.iij tor .Ijt coiiiiiion iMifj. coi-.».lu.Jt«: by rciLindin^ tht Ccliuiii^ 
Ivjloul il ;»i<iinj^, liiv l.iid lliii.Li.a- t!i:.i tl.iv hid not U • jj tf> w. it ii.r iht 
Ti'jur ol iiiiia n, and ihc picfvUt cir- f:i,.!l cjjim;;. of ilu* J*«i iHi ralicHi be* 
CiU'^Llar.viS cf liiC C'.lo'.iits, voi'.l t^i^:l jrtnciihip or trii-iiy wlih A« 
j illiiv in rc -iCrive mcnfurcS »hati linde innici. Ti.cy I'tiii'.ie, hfiw^vtr, *^ that 
ihs) ill u!d !e..(.PisrictJ'-, yet ir. f»r/.er ir. :hi pHiy, ;^:iicr'iity, an/l j^ooi . 
to ;ril.r\"j coi.lii^' luy ot chaii.CT'.r, Ui*uofiiiC i n^I-ih, i;.cy lept fc htgh 
ai.'d to Ri tke ii cvidml to ihe wtxl.l ci'iiridcnce ; ar.d eaij:.«ji i.pon a nvi. if 
thai noihin^ but fx'renic ntj-lii.y < i pLlJ v vei ia, h- | mniivi-.c. tiutt they, 
iliouhi aliLi i; e J aljv- c.lyj ti: on iij.y titd.t-i cis oMlie ime icn^ic»[.. : nd 
lud h-.thcito pro-fudi*! I'-e {..iient allcUuib ol li«c li^ht^ ot icaLLiiidi- 
i^iiiCp they juu^cd it auVii^LiC lL;h lo uu^ 
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kc pirt againd iheir afT ft'fjnn^e 
i.ini brcuircn in ti;c Culwiii'*--, 
lUr or tl.e (•*^>eii eiirnias («> '.'((.fj, 

itija cf all cWu iiau uli^ioui 

.'ir !:;(l addrvfi wis din^jlt^o 
icnch iah ibiiiiili ( t Cdu:. Ja. T.> 
thcv liattd the li 'lu tlit^y havl 

Britjit), to cnj •)' uil /tir uJ< 
^C3 of the Biiiilli cooitiL.uioii. 
C^.yui procUanaiion at t!)c con- 
V ot the lail pcii'c, iidil iML'diii'y 
i'cd thc-m 3 pa: tici{>aiii>u ot clui'^ 
; hut 2.stliry had l.c**ii u'ithhcid 
iLcai by inniiUritl ariiiic?, in 
Ti;<t uf public faiib a:i(i cxprcffs 
iiion^ ; aud as t.^: Caa.jijt.j 
titclr cduoatij!!, and ioiiir ac- 
xnce in a vciy difllrcDt fvirni uf 
iLDcn* were total lirangcri (o 
periur excellence uf ilut to vvliich 
vcic nj:V cniill d, l.ie Oin^rcfs 
lit ii jjii liicy (h>ti:ld at prefect 
\ic acquiiiitcd with it. 'i'o Q\*// 
this lujicriority did nut txi.i 
jr in llicir own afilriious, a vari- 
if ihofe btrnertts w-.rc tiled in 
mat ion of it, that lo coriiplju- 
di;li:>^'ji!h the ^ovorntiuot of 
. Britain from tiiAt cf all other 
rits. It was under the }>ri'Cec- 
nJ iofiucnrc uF the liljiv^iiih ton- 
ton, the Coio:ii.-* liad pri)rpcred 
rifpicuouH . , Slid weic now 4)e- 
I'j po^ulouj a;id pu^vcstul, 
then advcrud to i!ij (Vicbec 
vihicU tbvy reprefcntcJ an cA- 
rd to c!tib!ini the inoti rieorous 
tif.n. U took away all Ihadovv 
vver fro-n the people and I'jd;*ed 
irely in tht nan. Is of i'n;:n who 
wholly at the difp-ifal of the 
n. VVhat itainc could be given 
ich a government, but that of 
Jte and arbitrary in the extremeft 
e ? U wa« inlinuated iiiH>a thtt 
oa^ ihal whatever tyrofioy they 



r»Jch! foTiTKTly have crp'rior ced wl'-Ie 
i: idvr ifje (luiniu )n of i'ruu-e, t.'i'y 
I. Ill crrij^ii.ly nn'le a im't h v<<ifj 
ix/haVi^^f bv H ci;n.i:;..- lu- JiCt l<y tng- 
]i4i.!. I !-e I'^'ieiKii vvc:e :i.;.ir coiin- 
iryir.fn, sn.! «^<'u!d fit.r.; t! at rn. livi^ 
Ic pro«r^>'tJ t') trcit il;e;n wi;!: fo:ns 
(it^^vce «»i Li.I-y ; but nf» ic»fi.n if I'nat 
kiui fubHllcC ar [.r.k:.:, to ihieiii 
tiicrn fr«>ni Ltie ill trvi»'.nei:t oi luit.jf- 

twTd WilvJ \^y.tC txV.CVi to ll.ein. i.liu <if 

a nati.Mi ;;t all liin,:* ihr pruriiTd tns* 
r»»y of tiK'!'.* ow'i. 'i hei'r w^ r.'.J cou- 
tiiiij'dly iufpv«5^ ll.cu cf .liiirbourin^jf 
dt-igns unfavouriibic to tlicir iriitr^-it^ 
a»jd of perpetually \v.itci:iij^ iot en 
t*pp:j!tu.;i;y ot rcltrnii![; to lieiroii 
indiUn. IhoV'^.i t^i3 iidinuir.ioa 
was not C(..r.iainLd in the acMief , it 
was cartfj'ily conveyed to th».:n, at 
the tiniC; in j manner no Icfi t fF. cluiL 
Upon (o critical an cnitr^cn*.y, thty 
invited tiitm, in t!ie wa:Lr.cil tcim.s to 
j -in with ire Engl. <h Colonies, as the 
iiirilt ni»ari8 to kciKe ihcnifelves from 
ill ufj^e and oppr.ili:}!!. In order to 
w\>vk the gr^alcr iinijnlfion ua^n their 
uiii cIs, they ref*.iTed ihem, on this oc- 
cai:on, to the wililoni r.rid uuthority of 
tlicir own countryman, tiic j;rcat 
Monttfcjuieu, a nanw v.r.eraied by a'i 
Eurp-c. Wiijt atSice to ufc ihe.r 
own w.>rds, wjuld ih.it trurlv jllullri- 
oui man, that advocile of frecd»)m and 
humanity, give you, was he now L*v- 
ing, and ki.ew that we, your nn.i.cr- 
ousand powerful nci;;id)oar8, animat- 
ed by a j'.iil hive CFfonr invadeil rights, 
and united by the indiiroluhL* LonJi 
of afT. ction and intcrell called iipt>ii 
you, by every obligation (>{ ic^Mrd for 
yourfelves aiid your children as wi 
now do, to j in us into our iii;hieou* 
contelt, to tunkc a co:n:non cauie with 
us therein, and tcihc a n )b!c chance 
for en^iCrj^ing from a humiliating li:b- 
jeclion under governors, iiitciulantij, 
and military tyrants, iuto the lirm rank 
and condition of Engh'lh fictmen^ 
whofc cultom it is, dcr.vcd fnun their 

anuttoroj to saakc Vuulv:uc^\^^^^^ 
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^iir^ to lliiiik hf mnkitt^ them (1 if 'f^ 
•* WciiU o..t tb:;i bs the pa pDit ot 
his auclicfs ? Sci'/.c! tlir oppurfi'iity 
prcfculcJ to vou hy l*roviJrncc iilclt 
you hjvc bt'Cii conrpercd itiLo li'xrty, 
if yuii kfl ;iK yo'i ou^iit. Tiiik WiiiK. i^ 
mil i.f maa Ytiu arcr a fiitaM p.Mple 
cumpind to thi fc who, witrj i pci 
arms, invite vou into a fcllo.i (h l>. 
A moait nt*i rcEiition fliiiiiKl Ciinvmcc 
you, which wilt he inoll for your inicr 
tl\ and happKKfii ; to have all the r^ll 
of Axncuca your unalttTuhIc fi:oni«, 
or your ijivclcratc cuciincs. From 
Nova ^c«>tid t;> Gsror^ji.i, cv«rry Cilony 
is r.ow alTiiciatcd : Your PruviHCc id ihv: 
only link wanting to conioicte the 
bri>'ht »ti(i nr<)ii;r chain of Union. Nii- 
tuic hus j:iinc«J your Country to theiio ; 
ch> you join your political ii.tcrell. — 
For their own fikcs, thi^r rcvcr iviU 
cicfcrt or betray y;)U. Be airiicJ that 
fhc happincfs of a people inevitably 
dcptnos upon their liberty, aiiJ their 
ipirit to niHrt it. The vi;Iuc and ex- 
tent of the advantages tendered to y>u 
are immcnfe.— Heaven ^rranr you may 
Botdifcovcr tlum tobi bleiriu^s aficr 
they have bid you an eternal adieu !" 
They ntxt proceed to the article of ic- 
li^ion ; aiid from the liberahty of lenti- 
n*cnt6on this fubjeCi that n<)'^ ch.ir- 
a£teriz.e«i the Freuch nation, they de- 
clare theniielvcientiiclv cj:)hdenc, that 
DO obllruclioiu will ar.fft to prevent a 
fiQCcre amit).— They appeal to ilie 
concord iubfitliu^ bctMccii the P.o:eii- 
aiitt and Romiin CitholiOd in Swii/ r- 
laud, a» an illudiious proot c^the be- 
lli tits pioduced by inch aa union. 
Thiy conniue hy txiioritng them iq 
bcwaie of ihof^ fecrri abettors of arbi- 
ti'ary meafures acnon); themfclves, whj 
fiom private views ot av.irioe or dinbi- 
tiun» may oppufe the re^l inter elt of 
the Canadiaua, and cifTuade them from 
icctpLinjr the advantageous oflFers now 
laid before them. Thiy inform tlKrn, 
• that Coufrrcfs have unanimouilv voted, 
that they will cuuUufr the viulaiiMi 



of iheir ri'^lits in the CaTic li/!»tif ff 

it wero lev. lied at thufe of ihe Lij^Iitli 

C(*lor)ij3. Th'^Y advife them t:» otft 

a provincial ^I^.clIslL^ f«jr the clecliuB 

of Dclci^itci Ij r(pr,::'c:»t them iu tlic 

nr*\l contine'ntHl C Ji-'^refa ; andcii- 

clndv! by thcfc f «!,: iku and remarica-ik 

words:—" It is our feivc:it p''ayer, 

that Go 1 may inelinc your minds tu 

approve our cq litaU^ and iirceifiry 

m afuret; to add yourfclv^a to m; 

to pat your fdte, wiien.ver you fuff:r 

inii'.rits vhich you arc dttcrmiucd ta 

opp'le, n.it on the llrrn^th aluuc a 

your finale Pruvn-jr, bat on the coa> 

i.>iil.ited powers of N »rtii A n^rricA." 

The vjrious a IdrefFca fra ncd by 

the Congiefs in thib critical junfttre 

otafr.i'S in -Vm-ricj wcie to Hiti^*: 

U'-ral fcnfc and purp irt. The couJud 

and n euinres whieh they adojicd 

and pritpiiiid, met wji!| the univrrfj. 

concurrence and ^i^iiLnfe of (h.^r 

Ci>n!tituents. In no a^e or couniry 

WJ8 ever a greater c iulidence tell.&cd 

in its ruler<(, ttan the niei:)bersuf tae 

Ameiican C liigrefs experienced fn*ia 

their countrymen. Vhis indeed was 

the nttural conl'i quince of thr difp> 

fi:i n the people iw-re m from uoe 

end of the oniineut to the o:her. Na 

parries or divliv>ns prevailed imoii|{ 

thecii : t> eir u:)animou8 accord agaiuft 

Gi'e<^ B.i'taiti, hu.l ii'icncoi and put 

an end to all th d'c LiT^r citufes of cjO- 

tention that are cj.nmon in all COUO' 

trieh. The f i; «o f jirlt anioiated theii 

leaders ; there was but one voice a* 

moii<r tneai|— i'hai of oppoiitioa to 

br.tain. 

The meeting and proceedings of 
Conjrrcf) we>e now become an abje& 
of (.q lal curiofuy and importance it 
Eiir p*. J 'he political p:lrt \ii fo« 
ciety was bufied every where in for* 
mi.ig opinion* and ptfiii-ig ja tgiaenil 
up 'n th-m ; and inuividuds veit 
f 'licitous in framing; conje^t'irct opoC 
their tflfie, according to tueir rcfpee* 
live wLqcs or fcarit fiuC ho«ef<( 
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It differ in their feottmrott 
I the juftice of their caafe* 
greed that their meafuret 
luded with a wiTdom and 
'orthy of the mod confum- 
[icians. Nothing contribut- 
owerfully to tmprcfa people 
favourable opinion of their 
»an thofe public documents 
ffci of which the fumniary 

given, 'i'he (Irength of 

energy of thought, and 
F argument they difplayed, 
even thofe who were averfe 
tretenfionsy that they were 
by men of fpirit and capa- 
t befide theie compofitions, 
of other pubh'cations were 
' arriving from America, 

the natives great honour, 
fcfted a vigour and compre- 
I of mind, unfettered by 
feminacy of thinking. They 
thofe maxims of liberty, 

ancient times filled the 
epublics with ftatefroen, pa- 
I heroes. The truth was, 
efiftance of America was an 
Bt (Iruck the roonarchial 
Europe with admiration and 
nt. Accuftomed to 'obey 
licit veneration, the royal 
>f their rtrfpedlve fovereigns, 
ardly enter into their con- 
that any fubjeds of fo great 
t a Prince as the King of 
tain, would dare to difobey 
, emanating jointly from 
ity, and that of the Britifb 
: ; their concurrence feemed 
te a weight able to crufh at 
oppofition. This opinion 

the Umited fphere of ideas, 
be mrincipies pf education 
in European monarchies, 
mfcribed the thoughts of 

It may even be faid, that 
in Europe, the Britijh ex* 
re carry refle&ioa much be- 
t they are taught by their 
[eoce proceeds a difpofitioo 



occafionally provoked to break out 
into murmurs and ,difcontent, is foon 
apt to return to fu^midion, un the 
appearance of coercive meafures to 
reduce them to obedience. While 
threats only are employed for this pur- 
pofe, they may keep aloof, and threat • 
en reflftance ; but when thvy fee the 
arm of power lifted up again ft them, 
their fpirits fail, and they tremble to 
face the coining (lorm. 

This daring fpirit in the Ameri- 
cans was eafily to be accounted for, 
as th|s pofition was precifely fuch at 
will generally induce mm to a6i in 
the fame manner. They were the dc- 
fcendants of the freed people upon 
earth, whofe notions they had imbib- 
ed, and whoft privileges they claim* 
ed in their fulleft extent, as their un- 
doubted inheritance. Remote from 
the feat of power and corrupt ion^ 
they were not over-awed by the one, 
nor debilitated by the other. Their 
immenfe diilance from the metropolis, 
had hitherto preferved them from the 
contagion of mmifterial influence : 
few were the means of detaching in- 
dividuals from the intereft of the 
public. The principal pods and of- 
fices in the gift of government, were 
chiefly bedowed on the natives of 
Britain ; aud the inferior employ- 
ments were neither numerous nor 
lucrative enough to purchafe many 
adherents. Thofe honorary didinc- 
tions which birth and titles create, 
were hardly known among them : 
every man occnpied the ranJc which 
his own indudry, or that of his fa- 
thers had procured him. This af- 
forded every individual the profpcfl 
of rifing to importance through the 
exertion of his talents, and encourag- 
ed hioi, of courfe, to make a proper 
ufe of them. Hopes of this nature 
excited univerfal emulation, and pro- 
duced a laborious and diligent race of 
men, full of projeAs for the making 
of their fortunes, and not eaGl^ d\C. 
hearteQcd bf d\{$kc\a&uu. *tV<^i '9i^^^ 
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wcaltliy, but it was in tlie riclics of 
iirturc. The voluptuous opulence of 
liurupe had not )tt reached them. 
Society oilght be faid to have juil at- 
tained the date of maohood amoni^ 
ihem. Their enjoyments were neither 
far fouprhtv nor dearly purchafed ; 
and left their minds and bodies unim- 
paired, and fit for the prufecutions 
of an adlivc life. Tbc fimilarity of 
purfuits and occupatioos among them, 
created a levelling fpirtt» wliich in 
the pfefcnt pollurc of their affairs 
was of admirable fcrvicc. It unked 
them thoroughly in a caufe, wliich 
was the more a common one, a:t they 
were all equally tu partake of the be- 
nefit or detriment accruing from its 
fuccefs or failure. They were at the 
fame time remarkably fond of the 
ways and habits of life by long cuftom 
eftablifhcd among thtm. They did 
not wifh for an introdudion of thoCe 
political fytlems, which by conferring 
imaginary rxccllence on particular 
claffesy contribute only to eftrange 
them In affedion and interefl from the 
reft of the community. Nothing fets 
this in a clearer light, thsn the rca- 
dinefs with which all America con- 
curred in the very outfet of its confe- 
deration, to provide againft the future 
tftablifhmeut of the hereditary ho- 
uours. 

The Britifh government have been 
taxed with everhght, by many politi- 
cians both in Biitain and the other 
countries of Europe^ in having not 
long ago introduced fuch diftindions 
amon;; the Aiiiericans. Titles of no- 
bility create a natural attachment to 
the power that confers them : by 
drawing individuals nearer to the 
throne, and making them in fome 
mcafure participate in its fplendour, 
thty procure it fuppcrters in the day 
of need. But whether fuch a mta- 
fure would have much availed Great 
^ Britain in the piefent cafe, is a mat- 
ter of doubt. No people are more 
attached to their country, nor to the 
"ibcy lead in it, than I he inhabi* 



tants cf the EngHfh Colonief \t 
North America. Like th^ native 
InJians difperfed throughout the in* 
menfe tracls of of that vaft contincvti 
they delight in perfonal iodependencCf 
and fecm to look on the boaodleb 
wilds and for efts that furround thefB« 
as reteats from oppreffion, fliould 
the iron hand of tyranny compel 
them to abandon their prefent maa- 
fions. Inured from early years to 
the* occupations and toils of a coootry 
life, they dwelt in the midfl of rufij 
plenty, and were totally unacquaintca 
with ideal wants. Such being the 
condition of an infinite majority of 
the inhabitants, and the manners and 
inclinations of ir.any of the mod opu- 
lent, cotrefponding with theirs in a 
very confidcrable degree, they form- 
ed, altogether a body of men too well 
affedtd towardi eacli other, through 
that fympathy which arifes from fimi* 
litude of difpofiiicn, to have beet 
eafily difunited. 

No (ituation contributes more e& 
fedually to invigorate the human 
faculties, than that which is equally 
removed from the prtlTures of wanty 
and the excefs of affluence. Either 
of thofe extremities is fatal,' by creat* 
ing difcouragement or indolence. Thus 
wc fee that in countries where wealtfai 
is diihibutedin very unequal propor> 
tions, excefTive wretchednefs engen- 
ders doth and indolence un the one 
hand, and that too much opulence 
produces diflipation and careleflneftiM 
the other. This happy medium be- 
tween poverty and riches, was the moft 
defirable circumftance that could at- 
tend the Americans at this period. 
It apprcximated and cemented the 
great body of the pctfile ; it imide 
them duly fcnliblc of the ftreogth 
and importance rcfuUing from an equal 
diffuiion of property, and infpiral 
them with a refolution to maintakl 
thcmfclvcs in fuch a (late. . 5 

Throughout the whole of this cUm^f 
teft the American! enterUfped a va#||M 
cleat '\d€iLo€vhciv owa fiuiitMUiy Mv? 
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of Great Britain. They flood 
d OD their own ground, where 

of refources were at hand : 
not theie prove fufHcient to 
nd the power of Britain, they 
lew where others inipfht be 

The jraloufy of all Europe, 
* dates in particular whofe en- 
Britain was natural and hete- 
watf a fund from whence to 
fuppiiesy which political in- 
r would render incxhauflible 
e quarrel lailed. 
t Britain on the contrary waa 
ith divIHons at home, that 
I one half of the nation an cne- 
ihc other. The very fubje£^ 
ifpute with America was the 

endlefs conteft. She had an 
; ocean to crofs before fhe ar- 
: the fcene of a£tion. The 
ion and expence for fo vaft an 
Ee, were neceffarily prodigious, 
this the avowed unwillingnefs 
tudca of thofe who were to 
e fword in this quarrel, and 
led opinions of the wifed men 
ition. what plan of ailing waa 
eligible. But independent 

dimcultieSy which were fuf- 
o alarm ihe moft forward and 
t, there was another of fuch 
de, as feemed of itfclf to ren- 
ittcmpt imprafiicable^ Thia 
critical' fit nation of the public 
Great Britain was now at the 
war, that threatened* to prove 

perilous and ezpen5ve of anj 
iraged for ages. Her refour- 
ugb greati were in evident 
ot fooa diminifhing through 
tioni. The ftanding revenue 
equate to the demands of the 
this occanon ; and the fears 
who ct>uld alolie advance the 

fupplfes were to be overcome 
of intercft. 

rench were the fird in efpouC- 
lufe of the Americaiis. They 
ih the more warmth and 
:ey as the Engltdi nation was 
hmI objeA at vfhk^ thcfc 



were levelled. — They foand or invent- 
fufficicnt caufcs to irritate the Co- 
lonies ; they fet their imaginations on 
the rack to furnifh them with pretext! 
for renouncing all further adherence 
to the parent ilale, by which they rc- 
prcfentcd ihcm to have been treated 
in a manner unworthy of the attach- 
ment they had fo long, and fo inva- 
riably teftlfied for her ; and that en- 
tirely abfolved them of all obligation 
to remain any longer in her fubjeftion. 
France beheld with pleaCure the 
probability of a mod fanguinary con- 
ted between her atfcient rival, and the 
Colonies which fhe had taken fo mncb 
time to found and bring to maturity, 
and had protedled at fo vad an expence. 
She rejoieed to fee the fruits of fo 
much fagacity and care, the produce 
of near two centuries, on the point of 
being torn for ever from the hands 
thzt planted thcoi. Her only appre- 
henfion was, that a fenfe of their mu- 
tual intered^, might reconcile the jar- 
ring parries, and prevent them from 
coming to thofe el t remit ies into which 
her clandedine endeavours were now 
feduloufly exerted to prccipi tat both' 
The meeting of the American Con- 
grefs opened the faired profpedl of 
realixing the fanguine expedtations fhe 
had entertained, that America, confid- 
ing in her drench, would refufe to 
make th>! concemons demanded by 
Britain ; and that neither of the con- 
tendants being in any difpofition to 
yields difputes would arife to fuch a 
height as to render an appeal to force 
unavoidable. Elated with thefe ideas, 
the French minidry viewed this meet- 
ing of the Congrefa as the fird dep to 
the great revolution they were looking 
for. The altercation, from being a 
difference of opinion begun and main- 
tained by individuals, was gradually 
become a national quarrel of the mod 
ferioQS natl^re. Jt had already pro* 
duced an effed of the lad importance ; 
it bad united all America under one 

8overnment ; Britain bad no lou^t.^ ^ 
Dgle Colony IQ GOuUtiA "nvi^ \ ^^ 
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had them all to face under one deoo- 
minition. The difference between the 
language they held when afiindert and 
the ilile they now aflumed, was mani- 
feft to every obferving man. They 
did not, indeed* cad off at once ail 
TtipcGt and fubmiflion ; but their con- 
ceptions were bold beyond any former 
precedent 9 and their expreffions were 
animated to a degree that bordered oq 
dcBance. 

What added, doubtlefs, confider- 
ably to the zeal thus manifefted in the 
common caufe, was the fpirit exerted 
upon this occalion by the independent 
clergy. They faithfuUy adhered to 
the people { and by their condudt and 
difcuurfes, (howed that they conGder* 
cd themfelves as equally interefted 
with the rell of the community, in 
maintaining its various claims. There 
is probably no country upon earth 
vhere the inhabitants are more under 
tlie influence of their preachers than 
New- England. To fpcak with im- 
partialitjr, they art ufually men of 
irreproachable charafier, (incere and 
laborious in their vacation, and exem- 
plary in their lives and manners. Men 
of tiiis dcfcription, many of whom 
were eminent for their learning and 
eloquence, were powerful afliftants in 
fpiriting up the people to co-operate 
with their leaders in reGfting the de- 
figns of Britain, which were painted 
to them in all the colours of injuftice 
and tyranny. The djfcourfes addreffed 
to the people from the pUlpits in New- 
£ngland, made the greater impreflion 
as they were unbought and flowed 
from principle. The caufe of the 
public, from this method offupport* 
ing it, became more facred and ref- 
pcdable. It created a kind of re- 
ligious attachment, and infpired men 
with an enthuGaftic courage to defend 
U. The coatequence wat| that the 



inhabitants of New England took nf 
arms with the moft confcientioos per- 
fuaGonofthejuftice and rectitude of 
doing it. 'i'hey went to the field rf 
battle, convinced that if they fell, it 
was in a caufe that Heaven approved. 
Sentiments of this kind could not di 
to produce intrepidity* 

Congrefs beheld with much fatif- 
fadion this univerfal difpofition to 
coincide with the mealures, which, it 
perceived, muft foon, be taken io tbe 
prefcnt circumftances. From the ir* 
reGdible power of the Britifli miniftryt 
it clearly forefaw tha* the utmoft cfr 
forts would be made to reduce Ame* 
rica by force ot arms. The r«fote- 
tions adopted in the laft feiSon of Ru^ 
liament, left no hopes of reccMolii* 
tion otherwife than by complying snth 
the ads it had lately paffed, and whkli 
were the chief caufe of the prefait 
fermentation of the Colonies. 

They were duly aware of the dai* 
gers they rouft encounter in fo ardii* 
ous an undertaking as that of meetiif 
regular troops in fight, fiu(hed with 
former vidories, and commanded by 
officers of tried valour and experieno& 
But they relied, at the fame time, mi 
the nature of the country wherein the* 
war would be v^ged ; full of paflb 
and defiles, interfeded with numb^ 
left rivers and dreams, and covered is 
fo large a proportion with woodland 
hills. All thefe were powerful iiDpe* 
diments to the motions of armies } and 
would render the fuperior difctpKi^ 
of the Britifh forces much left forott* 
dablethanitmightat firftappear. Tbcf 
were careful in procuring h'fU of i\k 
number of fencible men in everj Co* 
lony, and of thofe efpccialljr who kid 
ferved during the laft war, and timai 
of this dcfcription oo lef« than il^ioM 
men. 
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froceedings In Britain relative t$ America^ 



GRESS after a fcffioo of netr 
} months broke up, aod intel- 
3f their meeting and tranfac* 
edily reached England ; bu^ 
landing their importance they 
*eem to occafion much alarm 
rnerality of people, 
lublic bad loft all patience on' 
je^ So much had been af* 
nd contr?di6tcd on both Odet 
[oeftion, it was in?olved in fo 
9ubtt and uncertainties, that 
L of the nation began to drop 
ntion to American topics. 
»uld have thought bj the in- 
;e with which Uiey were treat* 
ar the greateft number, that 
1 refolveidy as it were, to gite 
res no further concern about 
intil foine event (hould happen 
cnous a nature as to render 
nqucftionabljT of the utnoft 
nee. 

was the temper of the nation 
, when a new Parliament met, 
:mber« 1774, ^^^^ foon ap- 
o be no lefs difpuled than the 

to adopt and purfue with 
ihe ideas and views of the mi- 
sfpeding America. 
f were informed, in the fpeech 
se throne, of the difpbedient 
ill prevailiog in Maflkchofet ; 
was abetted bj the other Co- 

that due mtafuret had be«n 
o enforce the bAs paflfed by tht 
iHiament } that an inviolabit 
on had been embraced to aMin- 
ic fupremacy of the Brtliflile- 
e io cfcry part of the empire } 

H ia the ioffon Qlh)u& • 



determination, no doubt waf entertain* 
of their warmeft concurrence. 

The addrefs was in conformity to 
the fentiments ezpreflcd in thefpeech^ 
and voted by a proclgioui majority* 
But they who were of a different opi- 
nion, exerted thtmfelres on this occa- 
fion with uncommon vigour; and 
though borne down by the weight of 
numbers, did not feem inclined to 
give up any part of the conte ft upon 
that account. • The refufal of their 
concarrence was founded on the ne- 
ceffity of a dircd examination of what 
the preceding Parliament had done* 
before they ventorcd to give it their 
approbation. 

To require them to give their fanc- 
tion to the plans in ag^itation among 
minifters, was an attempt to impofc 
upon their common fenfe and experi« 
ence. It was inviting them to add 
fael to a 6re that was confuming one 
of the nobkft monuqtients of Britiih 
genius and induftry. America wa^ 
now, it dearly appeared, to be d^*« * 
voted to mtniftcrial vengeance, for 
having fully proved the incompetency 
of the fchemes that were now in pro- 
fecution. With what preinmLtioit 
had its immediate fall been fortiold, 
beneath the terrors awaiting the arnia-. 
mentt that had been fent forth ? Buc 
had any fupplicating voice been heard 
among the Americans ? Wc.c they 
not, on the contrary, (landing in 2 
firm and compa^ array, prepared to 
meet our urmoft wrath, and full of 
confidence in the jufticeuftheir caaC^« 
It were imprudent \n \\\t c^v:^t:\«.^ 

Wilh bich a (i^ht btfo\t \\xt.\!cv> \c% <^< 
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aSnn tliey will make the crown not 
worth hit weariDg :— 1 will not f^y 
that the King U betrayed, but I will 
pronounce that the kingdom ia un- 
done/' 

The efforts of Lord Chatham in 
fiivour cf the Americani} availed incm 
nothing. Coercion was now decifi? cly 
lefolved upon by the majority, and no 
other pl:fn was allowed to be admiflible. 
They renewed all the arguments tend- 
ing to criminate America, and to juf- 
tify the condudt of miniAry. The time 
was now arrived, faid they, for a final 
refolution not only to be taken, but 
enforced. Parliament is determined 
to bt obeyed ; America refufes obedi- 
ence ; what then but force can decide ? 
To pod pone coercion after fo many 
threats, would be dciogating from the 
nntional dignity. Delays in fo urgent 
n bufinefs would dcteat it without re- 
medy, as the Americans were daily in- 
crcaiing their prrparationsandilrength 
to encounter it. Years had elapfed 
iince it had been the' duty of Great 
Britain to employ her fupcriority uf 
means in crufhing this rebellious fpirit: 
(he had fuffcred it already to go too 
far. But if relying on the groundlefs 
hope that America might be reclaimed 
by othernriealurcs, Qie iiegle£lcd thofe 
of compulilon,(hc would only render it 
a taflc of morediHiculty to employ them 
fuccefsfully in fuiute, as (he would cer- 
taiuly find to her coli, that Hie mud 
employ them at laIl,howcverunuiUing, 
if (lie nieant to retain any power over 
the Colonies. After a viqjent conteft, 
fupported chiefly by a repetition of 
what had fo frequently been urged, the 
motion was rtjccled by a mc*jority of 
£xty eight to eighteen. 

jn the meuu time, the merchants 
and nianufudurers throughout the 
kingdom, in imitation cf thufc of I«on- 
don and Biillul, laid a variety ot peti- 
tions before Parliament againft the 
hoilile projcds of the minillry refpec- 
tiag America. 1 be treatment of thefe 
petitions w»s remarkable s they were 



highly difpleafing to tbe people k I 

power, as tending dircAly to demtdi I 

the purposes they had (b mvek tf 1 

heart ; but at they could ooi ben^ I 

jeded with a high hand, without idA> I 

ing conliderably to the moltitndc vfae I 

oppofed the miniftry, a committee mm I 

appointed to take them into coa&den* I 

tion, which was not to take place til I 

after a previous committee on tbe af^ I 

fdirs of America. Tbe reafon alEgael 1 

for feparating thefe two objcda* wu, I 

that the confideration of commeioa^ I 

ought not to interfere with politick I 

nutters ; each of thefe being fufieieat* I 

ly perplexing, without other embanaff* I 

mentF. While the attention of ike I 

Houfe was taken up with the oae, k 1 

ought not therefore to be dillradedW I 

the other: both together wooki pntfk I 

and perplex : but afunder^ woiild ke I 

difcuffed with much more eaiSe mi 1 

perTpicuity. But oppoGtioo would Ml ] 

admit of fuch a reafooing* Todiftniie | 

politics from commerce^ in treating of | 

the bufinefs of America, vt-ere dividiagi I 

in a maooer, the body from theCml* I 

To what purpofe (hould we cooccia I 

ourfelvcs about America, nnlcfs it I 

were for the fake of commerce? Bit I 

were it otherwife, there wat no daft 

of men whofe cjrrefpondence affiftcd 

more in the illuftration of politidl 

knowledge than that of merchaaif t. i 

they corrcfponded U|>on all fiibkA% 

neceifary for each others informatiM |; 

among thefe the political occurrcMM 

of the times conftitnted a prindfil 

part ; as according to thefe, they f^ ■ 

gulated their mercantile proccediagiP 

To exclude the intelligence that ow 

arifc from blending commerce wiA 

politics, would therefore be exticmclf 

unwife, efpecially in a cafe where ih^ 

were fo intimately linked aa in all IM 

related to the Britilh C«4om'ci. .IW . 

defer the hearing of thefe petitSoil 

till the other committee bad fat, 

in effea to rrjed them, lliey 

inteaded as reafoaa to iofticnce tM 
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mmitUe agamft the propofals 
llry. The truth W4S, they were 
i as the mofl formiclable objec- 
tbcfe propofals, and were net, 
reafon, to be permitted to en- 
liilsy till the eoemy they were 
iba't had moved off tlie fitld 
lantiy, under pretence that no 
lift appeared to oppofe them. 
: Houfc of Commons was e* 
leciAve for ininiilerial meafurcs 
e Huafe of Lords. The quef- 
s carried in their farour by one 
i and Diacty*feven» agaioll 
one. 

^nfcquence of this decifion^ the 
IB that had been prcfented from 
1* Driilol, Liverpool, Mao- 
Norwichy Birmingham, Glaf- 
nd other commercial towna, 
cceflivcly configned to, what 
en bumouroiifly entitled^ the 
ttee of Oblivion, 
merchants of London however 
rtermined not to give upacon- 
o weighty a kindy without tef- 
to the world how much they 
t the proceedings of adminif- 
were contrary to found policy, 
rcw up a kind of protcll, in 
hey aOVrted* that tiie connec- 
twcen Great Britain and A« 
was principally oi a commcrci* 
e, as the bencfixs derived from 
:h were chiefly fuch. During 
iry, and 'more, the wifJom of 
lent had been perpetually em- 
in encreaiing and cncouragin;( 
Ic carried on betwccii them, as 
^ of the Uft importance. That 
aifold regidatioiis adopted for 
tiial profperity of the Colonies 

mother country, formed the 
olitical chain tbar united them 
other. Qne Hi o:i8 of commerce 
icy, whcrcin.both are concera- 
bt thcrtfwircnever to Ik Jivid« 

fxamliTtd jointly, as compof* 
rboie, of which the parts caa 
ic wcU, perceived, uulefs they 



are placed in one point of view. This 
remonftrance was prefcnicd on the day 
appointed f**r the previous cummittee 
to take place.— J t wa warmly fccon- 
ded by the oppofiiion, who infilled oa ^ 
the indignity offered to fo rcfpedablc 
a body as the merchants of 1 ondon» 
in referring the petition to a mock ex- 
amination. A diredl rcfufai would 
have been Icfs mortifying. 

Never did minillry and oppofilioii 
engage with fo much warmth as on the 
prefent occafion. The latter, who felt 
how light they were in the fcale of 
power, exerted all their eloquence and 
abihties in order to render their an- 
tagonifts odiovsu Ihey reprcfentcd 
them as incapable, nc;»lcdful, and in* 
confiftent ; and the adts framed under 
their aufpices, as the offspring of falfe 
information and ignorance. They 
were threatened with a fcvcre ven- 
geance, when the day fhould come, as 
it rouil at lafl, that the nation would 
open its eyes to the iniquity of ttieir 
adminiftration. The laik Parliamcct 
was dtfcribed as deeply participating^ 
of their guilt ; and no Irngiuige waa 
fparcd in drawingitin the mod defama- 
tory colours. Among a variety of 
charges, one in particluar fpecifiec', 
that it began its political life with a 
violation of the facrcd right ofclcdlion 
in the cafe of Middlcfex, that it died 
in the a£t of Popery,- by cllabliftiinj; 
the Romifti religion in Canada, and 
had left a rebellion in America, as a 
legacy to the nation. The final con- 
cluQon of this Ccene of altercation and 
inveteracy waj, the rtjc^ion cf the 
motion in favour ot ih«* mtrchants pe- 
tition by a diviiion of two hundicdand 
fifty to eighty- nine. 

But oppoUtion was not alone xth- 
this day of triaL America fcCduded 
them itienuoufly in the pevfons of her 
agents, one ol whom, on this memor- 
able cccafiouy was Dodor Fraukliny 
whofe genius and abilities bad, at the 
time of the ftauap atl| been fo fucci if* 

L - " ^^\i 
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fiil'y cxcncd in the fcrvicc of his 
country. 

Thcfc gentlemen prefcntcd a pcti- 
^tion, orljiinally addrcfled by the Ame- 
rican Congrcfn to the Kiogy who had 
rLfcrred it to Parliament. 

Hereupon a violent debate imme« 
c'.iately arofe. No petition, it wasar- 
fCited, could be received from the con- 
tinental Cong^efa. It was no legal 
body i and to admit of any hearing on 
their behalf, would be a tirt of rccog- 
iijtion of their lejjality. The general 
Afllmblles, and their agents, were 
the only lawful reprefentatives of the 
Coloniri : none eife could be admit- 
ted. And, after an InefFeAual drug- 
gie, the American agents had the mor- 
tification of feeing the petition rejec- 
ted by a majority of two hundred and 
eighteen to fixty-eight. 

In the mean time a conciliatorj 
plan was preparing by the Earl of 
Chatham. Preferving the undaun- 
tednefa and perfeverance of his cha- 
ra^er, he refolutely determined to ex- 
ert his whole abilities in oppofitioo to 
the hoftile fchemes propoied by minif- 
try. To this cffed, he laid before the 
Houfe of Lords a bill, the intent of 
which was to fettle the troubles in 
America, and to afiert, at the fame 
time, the fuprcme legiflative authority 
?.nd fupcrintending power of (Jrcai 
Biitain over the Colonies. He rcquef- 
ted the Houfe, in the mod earned and 
pathetic termr, Iincerely to aflid in fo 
falutary a work j tolayafide the pre- 
judices of party, and to confider well 
the importance of the fubjc6l before 
therm. 

The contents of this famou i bill were, 
a fpecific acknowledgment of the fu- 
premacy of the legiflature, and the 
fupcrintending power of the Britifh 
Parliament. It declared that no taxes 
or charges fhould be levied in A mericm 
but with the free confent of their Af- 
femblies. It aflerted a right in the 
Croxfn to keep and ftation a military 



force eflablifhed by Taw, lo any oart ct 
its dominions ; but declared, that it 
could not be lawfully employed tn ci* 
force implicit and illei^al fubmiffion. It 
authorifed the holdint; of a Congrefs ifl 
order to recognise the fuprcme fover- 
eignty of Great Britain otct rhe Col* 
onfes, and to fettle, at the fane timry 
an annual revenue upon the Crown» 
difp>>fab1e by Parliament and applies* 
ble to the exif^encies of the nation. On 
complying with thefc cnnditiont, the 
ads complained of by Congrefs wiere 
to be fufpended, with every other 
meafiire pointed out as a grievance | 
and the conditution of their ^ovsrA- 
ments to remain as fettled by tbrfr 
charters. But this bill, of which the 
illudrious framer had coDCrived ib 
much hopes nnet with the fate of every 
propofal that had been made in favour 
of America. It was oppofed with aoi- 
verfal violence condemned wit hoot rc> 
fcrve, pronounced at once totally in- 
admiflible, and was ultimately over^ 
thrown by a great majority. 

The determination to oppofe all 
conciliatory meafures was equally re* 
markable in the Houfe of CommonSt 
A petition was prefentcd to it by the * 
proprietors of edates in the Wett In- 
dia iOands, reprefenting their alarm at 
the affjciation of the Ameticao Colo- 
nies, and at their intended doppage of 
all trade with the Englidi iflands. 
Should this be carried into executioSi 
which it certainly would, if Parlia- 
ment did not repeal the a^s they com- 
plained of, the fituation of theiflacds 
would become very calamitous. The 
property of Britain in the Weft India 
idands amounted to more than thirty 
millions. A fund of fevcral other milH 
ons was employed in this trade : it 
was of the mod «:xtenfive nature ; il 
quarters of the globe were conceracd" 
in it ; the returns centered in Britaiif 
and were an immenfe addition to ift! 
iDtriniic opulence. The ihipping «■•' 
an ohje^l of dill greater confidcntioi^- 
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produce the neceiTaries of life in 
ciciit abundance for their inhabi- 
8. Large importation t were coo- 
ally wanted, which Noith Ameri- 
^at the only place to fupply : were 
' to be cut off from a commuuica- 
wlib that continent, they would 
ily be reduce J to the uiinoil dif- 

• 

his petition, however did not al« 
he dilpoljtion of thofe who lup- 
ed the miniftry. They fetmed 



:he Taft number of fcamrn which ed at once all reafbni for complainin^r. 
conftantly maintained. But the Nothing but a fettled determination 
ft Indlesy however weahhy, did to quarrel with the parent Hate, could 

induce the Americans to pcrfifl In 
their difobedieoceto the lawful injunc- 
tions laid upon them, which were nei« 
thcr injudiciou) nor oppnilive ; but 
on the contrary, framed with all pof- 
fible lenity, and ccunteribaUncccl by 
advantagtB which wire nut pvificiTcd 
by the inhabitants of Great IWitain. 
It was thcrcfi)re a fpirit of refKlancc 
that animated Am^^rica, and nut a dif- 
cnntcnt at oppreflions, which it whh 
pli^in did not cxiil. Upon this ground 
[vfd to tre»t all petitions as the the quarrel uow Rood ; and every mea* 
rivance of f idion. Fhe general fure now adopted fhould be founded 
I of thofe who approved of coer- upon that idea. This, in the minif- 
meafures, was that however in- ter's own words, ''was the great bir- 
trnient, they ought not to here- rier which d.Tunlted both countries ; 
:d by fuch a confideration. Hof- and on this ground alone of refill arcc 
:$ were necefldrily attended with and dcniul, he would raifc every ar^ 
ictyof difagreeable circumftances ; gument leading to the motion he ir- 
hcfe ought neverthekfs to be fub-* tended to make for an addrcfs to the 
d to, fooner than put up with King, and for a conference with the 

Lords, that it might be the joint ad- 
drcfs of both Hoiift's/* 'i'he mea- 
fures now propofed to the Houfe, 
were to fend a greater force to Ame- 
rica, and to pafs a temporary a 61, fuf- 
pending all the foreign trade oF tiic 
different Colonies of New England^ 
ill the Houfe of Commons, by a and particularly the Newfoundland 
rpeech, wherein the prcfent cir- fifhery, until they confented to ac- 
.ances of affairs in America were knowledge the fupreme authority of 
ed with great accuracy. The the Britifh legifliture, pay obedience 

t) the laws of this realm, and make a 
due fubmiUiun to the King ; upon do- 
ing ot which thcfe rtilri^lions fhouli 
be taken off, and their real grievances, 
upon making prober application, 
fhouldbe redrcffcJ. The cxprclCons 
cci to difpofe them againfl the of miniftry were very clear and explicit 
: powers in Britain. It was af- upon this occofion. New England, 
toOy that notwithflanding all they faid, as moft culpable, was jnftly 
ct>mp]aint8, the public charges Ungled out as an object of puninnnent. 
by individuals in America^ were The other Colonics, as lefs faulty, 
: ftri&eft computation, not mure would, it was hoped, be brought back 
^ne to fifty, when compared with with lefs cumpulfion. But '* the quef- 
«a8 paid by individuals in Eng- lion now lay within a very narrow 
Sa immcaie a difparity, remov- compafs : it was limply, wU^t.U<:t >!««. 

L 2 >KKi>2iiJl 



liations and difgraces ; which, 
e end, often detrimtntcd a nation 

than war itfelf. 

the mean time, it was become 
fary to let the nation be fully ap- 
d of the ultimate refolves of mini- 
refpeding America. This was 



>ehaviour of the different Colo- 
r<Tt pointed out, and the con- 
necellarT to be obferved with 
1 he univerfal fermentation pre* 
g among them, was affertcd to 
trd from unwarrantable arts and 
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would abandon all claims on the Co« 
Ionics, and )(ivc nj% aI once, all the ad- 
vantages arilj:)^ from cur fovtrci;;nty, 
:ind the corrmtrce dcper.iltnt on it; 
OT whether we ih-MilJ rcfort to the 
mcafiircs Indii'pcikL'jIv r.cctfTary to cii- 
fjic both : * 'i'liC ;:ildrcfs voted in 
confequerice oi the n>iiii le.iul motion 
fji'y cuincidcd with all his views. It 
I'-^icfcnted the Colony of MdiTuchufct 
to be \:\ acluai rehel ion, and cr.courag* 
cii by the o-.hcr O'lonies. it dedar- 
id I he leroliitii/n oF l*;irlia.ncnt to 
jniiiniain tlic fiiprtme authority of ihe 
Britifli iej;ifl'*.:ufe in cveiy pail of the 
Kin.;*» d(Mnf (lions. It bcfoii^ht him 
to enforci. thi» auihority by the power 
L'onll>tii:ionu!'y lufl^rd iu his huuds ; 
and ^iTiired h.m uf their concurrence, 
at a-l hszjrdfs, to fuppfrt him iu the 
profecutiiU offuch meafures. 

An addrefbof ihi» kind was in cfTefl 
a declaraiion of war againft Americt. 
i t was couiidercd ae fucli by the oppo- 
£tion, and the confequeiicts which it 
i\'uuid liave, were pointed out with the 
uimoft fieedora. Some, indeed, con- 
tended that thcaccufation of relKllion 
tJxed upon the P.iivinccoF Mjflachu- 
fct, wa* frtlfe ; the pei>ple there had 
done no more than wiiai the conlliiu- 
tiou allowed : they had reiiiled arbi- 
triiiy mettfiircs, after the cxaiPplcsthat 
]i:id fo frcq'.icuily been fet tnem at 
LoT.c. 

After a long and violent altercation, 
Xht qitcUiun was carried for the ad- 
drefb by a divifion of two hundred and 
ninety fjXito one hundred and (i^* 

'1 he miiKHi'iy made amotion how- 
rver flu;rtlv after, to re- commit the 
ii<ldrifs. It wasar*;iKd that the con- 
rqu'-uce that would prubably rcfult 
iiom the piofecution cf the mea« 
furcs it rjjuniT.endcd, impelled theqi 
fofohcit the Houfe f-.T a rt-coDfidcr* 
ititon of it: they appeared of fuch 
magnitude, that no time or attention 
could be mifcm ployed in a frt(h in- 
veltlgation. A recapitulation fol- 
lowed of the d&n^ers that v/ouM k* 



e VI ably atter.d a war with AmerieL 
The hLcliiiood of other powers tnler- 
fwrin;^, and the immcnfe ritlcs we 
fliould incur for the fake of ftu objtd 
far benea.h fuch a terrible couten* 
tion. 

A long debate followed thin motioi 
and wab fuj^p^irted thr^uf^hout witb ■ 
all the ahihtlLS and eloquence cfthe 
two contending parties. I'he truth 
was, they both felt the ma^uiiuJc 
and importance of the qutdiuo befute 
them : fo great a one had not berii 
agitated in ParHaaunt during iLe 
prcfent century. All that maU fll 
argumentation wa:( ie-prudt:ccd oo 
this occufioo, which h<id compofird 
the materials of ttie nunibcrlefs ctbald 
that had lillcd both Huufet of Harlia- 
ment during the la(l ten ycarf, and bad 
been repeated all over the nation to no 
ether purpofe than to bi e^d ill bhioJ 
among the difputautt. 

All the ixfitlance and diflurbaocei 
in America, were imputed to tlie 
oppofitition in plain and explicit termi. 
A fac\ionft republican fpirit was gone 
foith, that afluated every writer and 
fpeaker in the American caufei it 
filUd the nation with difloyalty, and 
the Houfe with incendiarica. Ame- 
rica, it was faid, would never hate 
hoifted the dandard of rebellion, if 
the trumpet of fedition had not been 
heard in Britain. This violent de* 
bate lalk'd till three o'clock iu the 
m'irning, when the motion forrecom* 
mitting the addrefi* was regent d bv 
two hundred and eighty eight, againft 
OfiC lundred and hve. 

Tims t'.riniiuitfd the mod impor^ 
tant bnfiiicfd that had, in the me- 
mory (f man, engaged the atteatiot 
of the Britifh I'arhanieiit. Not ooIt 
the natives of thib country, hut ail 
Kurope wpa impiticnt to Icam tl^e 
clLclfiun of this gtcMt queAioo. While 
it was inipending,the toreign minille(l 
in London were continually employed 
in watching the motions ofadmilil* 
Rnli'^af and the debates of Paliar* 

aeac 
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: they juflly conCdrrcd it ai 
nt with confcquenccs that might 
lily give a new turn to the face 
iaropc. 

.he very next day a conference 
:ld between the two Houfet, 
n they both agreed to unite in 
dref«. 

ihe mean time petitions bad 
treparcd by the London mer- 
» trading to America, and from 
concerned in the Weft India 
to be laid before the Houle of 
The Marquis of Rockingham, 
principal peer in the oppofition, 
plied to on this occaiiun to pre- 
cifif but he was prevented by a 
IS motion in favour of the ad- 

This however did not hinder 
debate concerning the propriety 
fceffiiy of receiving them, it 
irried on with no lefs heat and 
Ity of expredion than that which 
ken place the day before ia the 
of Commons. 

: whole night was confamed in 
ebate ; it concluded with the 
efeat of the Marquis of Rock* 
n'a motion ; the number for him 
3n1y twenty oine, thufe againft 
le hundred and four. This de- 
rod uced a remarkable proteft, 
up with uncommon energy, and 
r^rongiy characterized the tem- 
* the oppofition at that period* 
eluded in the following words, 
may be conlidered as a lummary 
: fcutimcnts entertained by the 
ents to miniftry, both in Parlia- 

and throughout the nation. 
l*he means of enforcing the au- 
f of the Dritifh legiflature is con- 
to pcrfons who have hitherto 
o eSedtual means of conciliating, 
educing thofe who op'pofe that 
ity. This appears in the con- 
'ailure of all their projects, the 
;iency of all their information, 
le difappointment of all the 
which they have for fcveral years 



held out to the public. Parliameat 
has never rcfufed any of their propo- 
fals, and yet our affairs have proceed- 
ed from bad to worfe, until we have 
been brought, liep by ftep» to ttiac 
ftate of confufi%i anj violence, which 
was the natural refuit of dcfperate 
meafures. 

«« VVc therefore protcft againft aa 
addrefs founded on no proper Par- 
liamentary information, which was 
introduced by refufing to fuffer the 
prefentation of petitions againii itf 
(although it be the undoub-.ed right 
of the fubjedt to prefeirt the fame) 
which followed the rejc£lion of every 
m6de of conciliation ; which holds 
out no fubftanti^l offer of redrcfs of 
grievances, and which promifes fup* 
port to thofe miniflers who have in« 
Earned America, and grofsly mifcon- 
dudcd the affairs of Great Britain.*' 

The addrefs thus jointly voted by 
both Houfes, was carried to the 
throne, and anfwered with an affurance 
of taking due meafures to enforce itt 
contents, and a mcffage, exhorting 
Parliament to make fpeedy provifioa 
for the effedually carrying into exe- 
cution the meafures they recommend- 
cd. 

After providing a military force to 
be (lationed at fioilon, it was per- 
ceived that farther meafures would be 
ncceffary to execute the plan propofed. 
Soldiers might quell infurrcdions and 
iofults, but could not enforce the oU- 
fervance of laws and regulations, with' 
out the intervention of the magiftracy; 
and it was evident that no afliilance of 
this kind was to be expected from the 
people of Maffa;:hufet. They beheld 
with iilcnt abhorrence thcr coercive 
fcheme that had been formed to com- 
pel their obedience to the injunftiont 
of the Britiih legiflature. Thoughthey 
abllained from the adive refiltancc^ 
they were determined to throw every 
impediment in the way of compulfioe, 

and 
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and if thrf coold not face it opeatyt 
to fatigue it bf indiieft and fecret 
oppofition. The difficulty lay in pro- 
coring afnftance from the inferior 
body of Maglltratct ; as few of them 
Wwre well- withers to the ncfefurea in 
n^itatjjny it was found ia:pradic3ble 
to employ them in their execution ; 
jet it was oniy througli fuch means 
tbecommofialty was to be brought to 
a ftate of regular and peaceable obedi- 
ence. 

An indiifjluble adherence to each 
uthrr among ail orders and clafTes in 
ItiafFichnfctt rendered it impufllble to 
fcrk for CO operation among them, and 
as the miniilry was fully determined to 
proceed on the plan of coercion, the 
oniy method remaining to make it ef* 
le^ual^ was to extend it in fuch a man- 
iier» as to affe6t indifcrimina:e]y all the 
iababitaots of the Province without 
exception. By including them in ouege- 
Bcral punilhment, it would become the 
intered of all to conform unanimoufly 
to the laws enadled for them, in oidcr 
the more fpeedily to procure its re- 
iDOTaL 

For this purpofe a bill was brought 
into Parliament^ the purport of which 
was to reilrain the commerce of the 
lour Provinces of New E.igUud to 
Great Biitaiuy Ireland, and the i!lng- 
Itfh iflandi in the Well Indies, and to 
prohibit them from carrying on the 
fi(bery at Newfoundland. The reafons 
alledged in fupport of this propofal 
weve, that as the Colonies had enter rd 
tnto agreements not to trade with 
Britain, we were entitled to prevent 
them from trading with any ether 
country. Their charter rcdridled 
them to the a£i of navigation ; the re- 
IiXdtion from it were favours, to which 
by their difobeJience they had no fur- 
ther pretence. The Newfoundland 
jtfuericb were the ancient property of 
Great Britain, and difpofable there- 
jore at her will and difciction : it was 
no more thanjull to deprive rebel of 
tl*e ttfc of them. Though the other 



Provinces of New Enghnd did aot 
feem diredly concerned in thereby 
lion,yct the Britifli goveramcat was'-ib 
little refpeAed there, that they defers 
ed little more indulgence than that jof 
^faflachu^et• In New Haoipfhirei tk 
populace had feized upon a powder 
magazine, in one of the King's forU^ 
and from the neighbourhood of tUbtl 
Province, aod the temper ofitiiaba* 
bitants, the aA would be eluded, udtft 
they were included in it. ConoeAicat 
manifeftcd the fame dirpu[ition.-*Upua 
the report of a fray between the lU- 
ilicry and the people of BoAoOf that 
Province rofe in great numbers, aod 
mpTched diredly to their afiUlaace. 
This fliowed at once what we bad to 
expert from that quarter. Asaaal* 
Itviation of the feverity of this ad,it 
was propofed, that all perfous (huuU 
be excepted from it whofe good b^ 
baviour the Governor of the Proviacc 
would certificate, or who fliuuld fid^ 
fcribe a teft acknowledging the righli' 
of Parhament. 

This bill after long debates, was 
carried for miniftry by two hundred 
and Hxty-one votes againil (ight|||TCi 
A petition acainll it was, liovmrri 
prefentcd by the London merchaoti 
concerned in the American trade : It 
was principally founded on the dai? 
ger that would accrue to the fiflicriei 
of, Great Britain from fuch a probi* 
bition. Bui in order, at the Ltnc 
time, to countera£i the general intent 
of the petition again il the bill, a fe« 
cond petition was prefeuted by the 
merchants and piincipal inhabttaoti 
of the town of Poole, in direct op 
poGiion to that from LoiidHO. 

This petition reprcfcoted that the 
reftrid^ions intended that the bid a* 
gaiiiil the New England fishery, would 
not prove any wile detrimental to the 
trade of England, which was fwly 
able with proper exeitions to fupply 
the demands ol foreign markets. The 
The produce cf thi^ fiHiery already 
exceed half a niilliou, the whole of 

w.hicb 
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d in Britain ; whereas 
profits of the fiflicries 
the ColonieSi r^maioed 
at materially rendered 
wfbuadlaDd fifherf more 
bis country than that of 
was that it bred a great 
rdy feamen, peculiarly 
ce of the navy ; whereas 
and feamen are ' by a6t 
I exempted from being 

produced a remarkable 
Hottfe of Peers, The 
imed it» fpoke with on- 
ity of the fyftem on 
was founded. ** That 
id. they, which iattempts 
authority by deilro)ing 
I fubjcds, and by involv- 
ent and guilty in a com- 
t ads from a choice of 
>nfcfles itfelf unworthy ; 
ty to find any other, ad* 
^lly incompetent to the 
ution/' They accufed 
>f endeavouring to pur- 
ou's confcnt to this z&f 
them the fpoils of the 
fishery. This they faid, 
&e full of weaknefs and 
f indecency, becaufe it 
ed that the defire of the 
s created the guilt ; and 



of weaknefs, becaufe it fuppofcs that 
whatever is taken from the Colon ies« 
18 of-courfe' to be transferred to our^* 
feWes." 

This protefl took fevere notice of 
an opinion, which fome perfons labour- 
ed tnduftrioufly to circulate through-* 
out the nation ; and which Laj beea 
maintained in both Hbufes of ParUa* 
ment. This was the aflcriion of which 
notice has been already taken, that the 
Americans wanted fpirit to go througU 
what they had undertaken ; and that 
Britain would find tliem an eafy €00- 
qiicft. An opinion of this kind was 
reprefented by the friends of America*, 
as highly unbecoming ftich an aifcxa* 
bly as that wherein it had been deliver* 
ed. It was not fupported by truths 
and could only be viewed as thceffufioa 
ot party refentment ; it was tfarowa 
out in the heat of debate, as an induce* 
ment to coincide with (he mcafurcs in 
agitation, and to remove all apprehen- 
Gon of the danger which might ariic 
from their profecntion. It was like« 
wife imprudent and uoadvifed, as it 
tended»in cafe of coercive mcafurea, to 
fiacken the care and folicitude with 
which they ought to be purfued ; and 
to occafion remiflhefs in our Admiralt 
and GeneraIs,|from a perfuafion of the 
infignificancy of the enemy to be cft* 
countered. 
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Warlik: prcparatloru a^ain'i Ameriel.'—Con/ideration of feverd 
Reman/irances of Petitions. — Farther rcfiriSlions on the jimeri- 
can trade f ^e. 



C"^ RE AT Britain having now 
Jf taken lier final refoluttoOfininif* 
try was erojplojed in making tbofr 
preparations that were judged rcquiflte 
to carry it into execution. The num« 
ber of troops intended for New Eng- 
land amounted to ten thoufand men. 
This, according to the opinion of thofe 
military men who were confulted upon 
this occaflon, appeared a force fully 
fuificient to execute the meafures of 
government. 

fiut before the fcene of adlion was 
entered upon, the minillry refolved 
once more to attempt a recuuciliation 
witli America. A motion was ac- 
cordingly made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, impurling, that when the Go* 
\i:rnor. Council, and AfTembly of any 
uf the Colonies, (hall propofe to make 
provifinn, according to their refpe&ire 
circu.ndances, forthe common defence, 
fiicli proportion to be raifed under 
tiie amliority of the Colony, and dif* 
pofable l^y Parliament ; and (liall en- 
gage to provide for the fiipport of the 
civil gowrnmcnt, and the adminiilra' 
ticn of jullicc, it w'll llitn be proper, if 
fuch propoful (hiu!d be approved of 
by the King in Parliament, to forbear 
levying or impoling any taxes on that 
Colony s thole duties excepted, that 
may be expedient to impofe for the 
regulation of commerce, the net pro- 
duce of which (hall be carried to the 
account of the Colony where it it 
raifed. 

This motion was grounded on the 
//accrc dclirc of ghiog America full 



proof how far it was from the fntea* 
tions of Bntaio to adopt hnrfh mea* 
fares, if they could poffibly be avoided. 
Parliament, ii its late addrefi to the 
Throne refpe6\ing the Colontest nol 
only meant to fhow its 6nal detemi" 
nation to fuppnrt the chimi of Grtit 
Britain, at alt ha74irds, bat alfo ill 
willingnefs, up3n proper cpnceSomi 
to rcft'»rc America to her favour. That 
notwithftanding the Briti(h legiffatnre 
could not give np the right oftai* 
ation, yet if the Americans would 
piopofe fuch m modeof contfibutioBy 
as might at once be agreeable 10 
themfelves, and anfwer the end af Par- 
liament, would confent to fufpend the 
exercife of that right, and yicM to 
Ametica the aiithoritf of raifing ia 
their own manner, their (hart of ihc 
contribution 

A refol'ition adopted on the groaiid 
of this motion woulJ, it was fatd, be 
** an infaUiable touch il one to try the 
Hncciity of the Americans. If their 
profcflijns were real, and their 0l1p(^ 
iiiion founded only upon the prtnci* 
pics which they pretended they naofti 
coofiliently with thofe principles, a* 
gree with this propofition. Bot if 
they were a6tuated by (inifter motiveif 
and dantjerous defigns in conlcopli* 
tio/1, their refufal df thefe terms wooU 
expofe them to the world.— » We fhonld 
then be prepared, and know hciw ta- 
a£i. After having (hown oar wiidooii 
our juftice, and our humanity, by 
giving them an opportunity, of itt 
deeming their pall fimlu, sad boU- 
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at to them fitting terms of ac- 
odation : if they fhould rt-jc^ 
we fhould be jullified in taking 
>ft coercive mcafurcs." 
8 motion after a long dlfpute 
arried for the mini (try, by two 
:d and feventyfuur vuttrSy to 
-eight, 

he mean time, the fituation of 
clonics of North America, had 
J» in a particubr manner, the 
Ton of the Britifh tflinds in the 
[ndies incapable, from their fi- 
1, of refilling the authority of 
Britain in the fame manner^ they 
filently the progrefs of a difpute 
threatened to terminate in inch 
e confequeocca. One of them^ 
er, ventured to efpoufe their caule 
:iition to the throne : this was 
and of Jamaica, the mull flourifh- 
d powerful of any. This peti- 
h'ke the many others that had 
epcatedly employed in favour of 
ica, availed it nothing. Mimflry 
if on the contraVy, daily to be- 
further perfudded that more re- 
>n8 were nccefljry. 
other billy was recommended by 
«ord8, was brought accordingly 
be Houfe to reiliain the com- 
of New Jcrfcy, Pennfylvania, 
andy Virginia, and South Caro* 
in the fame manner as that of 
logUnd* The motives alledged 
the acccflion of thpfc Colonics 
; refolutions adopted by New 
nd, refpcding the BritWh trade 
nanufa^ures. Tbis bill was 
y agreed to. 

though petitions were rc]e6ledy 
tiliooers were not to be leis foU- 
in fupporting them^ and in au- 
cating the*fa£ls on which they 
ounded. ^^he Weft India mcr- 
and planters in particular, ic- 
1 the peti^n *they had lately 
ted wi^h a deiaih of circum- 
I rebting to the Britifli iflands 
t part of the world , that was 
f copious and important. This 



bufinefswas conduced in their behal£ 
with great ability, by Mr. Glover^ 
author ot the poem Leonidas, a gen* 
tleni an equally celebrated for his liter- 
ary taleuur, and his commercial know- 
ledge. He llated with great energy 
and exacliiefs, the prodigious v,<.lue 
of the Well InUra lilands to Great 
Britain. It appeared from his inqui- 
ries and refearchcs, that exclufive of 
the intrinfic worth of the iflmds, their 
ll:>ck in trade, and other property, a- 
mouuiingto no lefathan fixty millionst 
the exportation to Britain, of late 
years, amounted, annually to near two 
bundled thoufand hogfheads and pun- 
cheons of lugar and rum, the weight 
of which was ninety five thoufand tons, 
and the value four miUions. i'he diredt 
revenue arling from this immcnft: 
trade, confiited of ab jve fcven hundred 
thou(and pounds, befide that which 
accrued fri>m tne collateral branches 
depending upon it. The danger ia 
which a war with Anerica would place 
tlii;> advantageous commerce, was en- 
larged upon with much accuracy, and 
the nectfljty of a continual cuncfpon- . 
dcnce in trade between the idands and 
the continent, was pointed out in a va* 
riety of inilances. 

But among the Parliamentary tran- 
faflions at that time, none was more 
remarkable than the conciliatory pro- 
pofitions, refpcdling the Colonies made 
by Mr. Burke, a j^entleman whofe a- 
bilities and eh>quence had for ieveral 
years been much aciii:ired in Parlia- 
ment. He introduced ihefe propofi- 
tions in a fpccch, that ha5 been dclcr- 
vtdly cclebrattdy for its various excel- 
lencies. 

llicfc propofals were grounded on 
the nor;-rcj)rcfeiiiaiion of the Colonies 
in the Driiifli Parliament, the mcoa- 
veniencies for their bcii.g reprtienied 
at inch a dillancc, the rcacUntfs with 
which th^y had always complied wiih 
rtquiljtions lawfully made to raile 
money for public fer vices, and the fu- 
pcrior utility of their framing fubfiiies 
- M ^»> 
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to the laying on taxes upon them hj 
the puthority of Parliument. The de- 
bate on ihcfe propofitioni was long and 
fpirttcd. The ubje^liuns againll ihern 
vcre, that ihey gave up llie t»bjtv!t in 
contention^ as notwithliaiidni;^ the 
ri^^ht of tazinkT was not formally, yet 
it was virtually renounced. Should 
thtfe prop jfalt be adopt&l, there was 
no certainty that the Ariurican^ ihould 
anfwer them with any returns oi duty 
and compliance. 

After a debate fupported with great 
vigour and ingeuui y of up^iimcntdiion 
on both fiJesy Mr. Burke's propufi- 
tiuns were negatived, by two hundrtd 
aud fevcnty volts, aj^ainfi ftvcnty-ei^ht. 

I'hia rejection did not howcvet liif- 
Courag;: oppulition from another at- 
tempt. A tew days after trie failure 
of tliat made by Mi. Dm ke, another 
gentleman «'f great knowledge and a« 
bilitics followed his txanipU. This 
was Mr. Hjitlcy ; who prupufed that 
a letter of rtquitition (huuld bi fent to 
the Coloniiti by a lecrctaiy oi Hate, on 
a motion from that Houle, for contri- 
bution to. thi; cxpcuces of the whole 
cmpii e 

As tins motion feemed to coincide 
with the ('pinion ti!ribtithv:d in Airicri- 
cay.'«8 well aS ^'ith ilie iiiitiLtt c;f Great 
Britain, U was txpect^ d by many cf 
Lis frieud>y ihai a idvourallc leception 
would have been g:vcn it, and that ic 
luiglit have proved a bafts iij)jii wliich 
tocrcdt (he lupLiIlruCiuri- uf a trc:.;) ; 
but .hciV cx^cct.itiwns v. cic loi.iiy 
fruilii'tcd, and iIil nioliuu wua ujcClcd 
will). Ill a kliv.iloa. 

The Ttjtdtion ol this, an! ilie pr*- 
cciiio^ piu'Mtdis uccdi'iMi.et!, iiicaii 
whik', niucU c:ifcc>n'iCiib i>:icu;;hout a 
grciil pdit of ihc naUivii. 'I'iic iha- 
TdCler and abilit>«,s of t!ie gtnilciiicn 
wlio had fram::d then:, were bi>.hly^ 
rdpedlcd ; and many people b:i;ju 
to will], wiiii impa(icnce tor tlic peace- 
able fe!ik'*netit of a difnute, liom lie 



pofTibly be expeded ; and which the^ 
were defircus ihoald be terminated u- 
poo ai.y tcruis. 

But the partiality expiefTcd fnr A* 
merica by luch i:umber:» cf people at 
hoinei did them much d'fTcivice oa 
tliis as well afcou fome other occafion^ 
Thofe who were of contrary leniin.chUi 
began to dread ihe couiequcncttuf fi- 
vouiing the republican opiuions that 
had gradually become fo currcui iu tiiC 
Coliiiiics, and thought that itillbecamc 
the inliabitaut* ot a country, that had 
fuficicd fo much from fu<^n principlcSi 
CO give them any countenance, by cf- 
pcuiing the caufe of thoic who pro* 
feflldly adhered to tuem. They looked 
upou thib partiality a» crimitial, and 
Were convinced, at the fame time, that 
it u«tf owing to the Uauchinatioub of a 
party, wnich fooner than mifs of a re- 
venge for bcingtdifcarded, would wreck 
it on their own country. The fup- 
porters of this parly were looked upoa 
by many as ihe propagators of ibufe 
feditioUfe max:ms that ixdil iiUed i:.og« 
land wi:h ddcontent, and iiad kind* 
led a rebellion iu Ameiica. 

Cx^ierieiice, in fome meafure, an- 
thonl^d thia opinion. Sooutra^euui 
fur oiiiny yeatb had unhappily been titf 
temper oi all faCtuiis in this country, 
tlu;t they kept no medfures iu the pto- 
feculion uf ihe objcC^ii tiicy had iii 
view, and einploycd, indifcriminately, 
all lllCitltS wiiaifucvcr to attdiai t leuu 
Op;^ iiiii:.i Wud, m ci/ulcquciice of ibc 
ptilu.h> n ihui they were actuated by 
the ian.e priueijJLS, accuied ot bar* 
bouriiig I lie nu>il ui juUiiiable drfiguri. 
Ab tl.ey weic iiot pvUi.iiied to rule trie 
lt:.tc, itiey WLre, it vv;<9 taic, ilcteruiiB- 
cd to emhi'od it, and to render ihC 
power low^ed m the hands ufotlicn^ 
aicurce of coiiiinua.- ' xa>iou to ihcin* 

influenced by fi^Ii notions, maaf • 
wue thofe who entertained uufur* 
inonitidMe fuipicions of whatcverwat 
\,To^Kjici\ that bire the face of bene* 
Vwl.i^cc lu Auuiica* They ihou^kt 
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lies had rendered themfclret ' 
behaviour, and the maxims 
they had occafioned the in* 
in this country, unworthy of 
rention ; and that it would 
the intercfl of Britain to en* 
y treaty with them, till their 
I rpirit had been humbled. 
)u]d nut be effed^ed any other- 
I by the fu^^eriority of the 
-rosy they heartily wi/hed to 
I employed for this end ; and 
emucd all pacific and conci- 
afares, as incfScient and dan* 
efore it was accomplidicd. 
»uld not readily remove the 
rould only be palliated ; by 

crufhed in proper time, it 
her additional Itrength, and 

on a future occafiun, with 
»lcnce. 

ents of this kind prevailed no 
rliament ; to thefe may prin- 

attributed the hofttle fpirit 
enced the concurrence of the 
in the meafures pro)>ofed by 
or the reduction of America, 
efentment of Parliament^ a- 
nerica fcemed to gain grDvfnd 
n addition to the bill of re- 
upon its trade, already men- 
claufe was brought^ including 
Dies fituated on the river De- 

'ound of this a^^^itional pro* 

was, that they ' were as re- 

and culpable as the other 

and that fufficient proofs of 

been brought before the 

juftify this proceeding. 

mean time, a variety ofpe* 

ppeared on both fides of the^ 

from fevcral maoufaduring 

Great Britain and Ireland | 

tending far the neceifity of 

meafures again it the Colonies, 

^mplaining of the bad confe- 

that they had occafionedy and 

U produce. The fads main- 

r the rcfpedive petitions, cre- 

iftitc c«atro?crfy : they were 



afTertcd and denied wich equal vehe- 
mence. 

Ttie oppofition contended, that the 
petitions militating for niinifttnal mea- 
fures, were promoted by perfons who 
had no concern, or but a vcry-dillant 
one, in the commerce with America. 
They were, it was faid, of a party 
which had been long profcribed in ihit 
country ; but which, unhappily for it, 
poflefTed a fund of obiiinacy which 
neither time nor d ifappoint men ts could 
overcome ; they had fcized this oppor* 
tunity to revive the odoions ^ and ex- 
ploded principles of abfolute uncon- 
troulable fovcrcigniy, which had for^ 
merly done fo much mifchief: inn 
word they were the Tories. From the 
intrigues of people of this defcription, 
proceeded thofe rcprefrntations in fa- 
vour of the violent refolves againft A- 
merica, which were now brought forth 
in order to cbtinter balance the weight 
of thofe addrelTes for peace and recon- 
ciliation wriich came from thofe who 
really traded with America, who had 
already felt, and experimentally knew, 
how feverely they fliould feel the loft 
or fufpeiifion of that neceflary trade. 

Among other pctitiotis, one was 
prefented to the Throne from the bri- 
ti(h inhabitants of Canada againft ihe 
Quebec bill. It reprefentcd the trouble 
and expence they had undergone in 
fettling themfelvcs in that Province 5 
that through their endeavours and 
induftry, the value of that Colony was 
more than double fince its acquifition ; 
but that by the late ad of Parliament 
they were, without having delcrved 
fuch treatment, deprived of all the pri- 
vileges of Britifh fubjcds, and placed 
under an arbitrary government, con- 
trary to the expedacions and folema 
promifes which had induced them to 
fettle in that country. 
' A like petition from them to the 
Houfe of Lords was prefented, and 
▼igorouUy fupportcd by Lord Cam- 
Ma d^ 
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den, upon the princ'plcs (»f the Eng- 
]ifh coiiilitutidfi, aiui ii.c r.ccciiity of 
prtHri^ing the Pruteilant rcli^I m, at 
u. ich a level c blow wab aiiiitii by the 
a^t in que (I it »n : he cnlicJ upon boih 
the temp. r;:l ai:d Ipir.-tusl Lordr> to 
u:>itc upon this uccrifiou, in their rcf- 
pvCltvc charadterb of j»Utir'lrans, of ihc 
laws and religion of the Und. 

ndpiiniiiration oppoKd htm with 
no Ufs waimth. 'the French inha- 
hitupts of Canada, were decla itd to be 
p'ctfcCtly fatidficd with thnt a6l ; by 
H'hich they confideud themulves as 
entirely rtitored to tliC fame condition 
tht-y Wert in «!ien unttcr the crown of 
France. Titty had tx;)rtncd their fn- 
ti^fuCtion upon teat . cc- uni to (Jci^ctal 
C-iMton on his ai rival in th«it Province 
in qu.lny of Gnveinor, Tiie) had 
tiui.tmitted an acdrcfs cf the fjme 
tt I lie'niy to iht Krni:, aclinovvle^lgicig, 
in tci nis i.f the In^nt il grai it Uf'e, ihcir 
thaiiktulnelb h»r rtOor «.i- tLtm to their 
aiicimi ii^hr> aiid pivic^cb. llufc 
were «iuqn:v.^(Ml rrr oi> (ifnie i^eniiai 
couicninkiit (fF.Ctcdb^ that n^iafute; 
and how impt'htic' it \v( ul 1 le to rc- 
pci.I it in favour of ;.boui three ttion- 
finl individucd', to tlic nioitific nun uf 
nit^rc tn^n one hu;idiei! th'Ut.ii.d. 

Ainr a lon^v :in«1 r.'jiir.iitt.d al*fca- 
tu.Wy the nv.'tion to rcj ci Lon Cam- 
den's pp'pi fil w.K carried h) ci^'hiy- 
ei^^hl volt;- ii^'iiiiil? l\vt.:^ty-cfL;!;;, 

A not I.e. petition fiom ir.c tn|il.fh 
in CdPud , 1 1 the i'lnu t< noui a^ tee 
forej;i= ti^i »*ii8 prt fLi.u ■. by '"^'r George 
Suvdie :i> tlie H nh or CoMimons* It 
ilaitd,arp-j«jy theot..er p<ii;ii.u!ar?, t!'a: 
til p^ ti. :.<n ot (he K n^, in the iiunie 
til idl U'l I'leiiih ii'i'aliil..nt8 .n Cii- 
ti:(. a, tii v-i.'Ui- ot wnich the QiiLHjc-c 
aci hnd p. ifcdf viat> nf»t ubtaincU in a 
fuir c.t.*\ <ipen maiine:* iSu far inoi 
Ltin^ i'oUMiciianccd ty the gencryh^y 
of people, i had not even been conf>- 
iiiUii:crtiL(i to them, ii was han* ed 
abiu: in a private mani'cr. aiid li/ncd 
\jy a tew uf lUc uuticiic dud U\%)«u-» 



with others in their conf;dcncc»throQ{(1i 
the iniit^.tiii>n c*f the Komiih Cicrgy. 
The couimiiiiity at brge^ ilwasot^ 
turious, did not approve it. 

But the advocaicB ft^r miniftrr con- 
tended no Itfs ilicnuoufly for the pn^> 
pricty of attending to the addrcfir* of 
l.irge and avowitl bodies, in prefi.rcnce 
to the uncertain aud unauihori&i 
furnrfes of private individuals. Tbc 
Canadians were a numcrcius and war- 
like people,';uhife atrachracDt it wn 
pi'udeht to fecure amidil the oniverfiil 
dcftdiion of our own Colonics, fiy 
indulging them wi h a relloration of 
thfir own laws and ufages, wc made 
tlum cur fait friends. 1 his was ccr- 
taii.Iy a jntl meafuie ; as we might 
probably Itand ere hing in need of their 
Friendihip and c.flitlance, in purfuance 
of I lie plan propodd for the redudio» 
of our rebelhv us Cohinics. 

It was hov^'i'ver int:itiated» that not* 
withllandi ig the niifavourabie appear^ 
a'lCe of iifi iirs in America, there wnt 
good re .lions for hnp!ngthat tranqutllicf 
wou^d foon be re-e-Uabn'nicd upon dor* 
able foundations, wiihoiic appealing to 
t\'x fw:>rd. When our refra Ctory fub- 
jcds b.held thenifelvts furrounded on. 
ail ficles, when ihe\ faw our ^rmics en- 
cm iped on their ihorcs, our fleets fli- 
tior.^ d along tncir Ci»ails, their comnm- 
n c.itioi' With other nations cut off, and 
their bcck-Iettlcmcr.ts threatened bf 
th fe ullit ^ who were fee u red to Britail 
by tiiL- very a^ in qaciiion, and whofc 
enmil} th^-y fo mutn dreaded, and bad 
fo jtL«'n exi-ciiriiCccl in former Wares 
il* UKfi a Iruiition, they wculd hardly 
think of facing; fo many Ci£&Luitiei» 
ai:0 \Vir 111 bv. probably gUd ro accept 
ot (fiou oficrs that v^cre ItiU held out 
to thim. 

ire iflue of this debute wai, tliit 
Sir Gv'( r^t Suviilt v^aa utit more fuA" 
ctlhtui ill iht J .(.lile of ComTnonif 
than I ^ rd Cami'en had been in the 
Jtiuulc ut LiUt(ii> Hit muiion for i^ 



ycain^ 
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g this a£i was rejected by a vaft 
\\jj one hundred and fcvcnty- 
to eighty-fix. 

twithilanding the III fuccef*- of 
n) pttitionf, an humble bui firm 
%'ab prcfented by the body of the 
er8. It fpokc the language of 
and friendfhlp peculiar to their 
i^ottf and recoramendfd lenient 
ired accordingly : — But it dc- 
U at the famctimty their intimate 
aficiUy that in real attachment to 
ivereign and royal family, to the 
lution and people of his countryy 
mcricunt w^ere 'exceeded by do 
Sts in the Britilh dominions, 
hile petitions came from fo many 
erf>« the city of London deter* 
1 to give them that countenance 
1 would arife from its weight and 
rtance. It prcfcnted a rcmonf- 
e to thethrone, in which the mea- 
ofthe min'ftry were condemned 
I mod explicit and forcible Ian* 
;. It recapitulated all the ar- 
of American gric vancco, and all 
ital coiifeqiiences of them, that 
been fo irtquently predi^^ed. 

looked with horror, faid they, 
e mevfures in agitation. Not 
ved by the Tpecious artifice of 
g defpotifm dignity, they plain- 
rctived that the real purpofe was 
lablifh. arbitrary power over all 
rica. They juliificd the rcfiilance 
e Americans upon the principles 
! Englifh conllitutioii /animated 
h; fe principles our forefathers 
rht about the kovulution ; they 
fd thcjceptre out of the hands of 
tuarts, and placed the Houfe of 
fwick upon the thrcnc of Great 
in. 

Your petitioners," continued 

** are perfuaded, that the mea* 
now purfuing, originated in the 

advice of men, who are e/^cmies 
iy to your Maj^[ly'» titles, and 
: liberties of your people ; and 
your Majefly's roiniliera carry 

ifllo execution by tbe fame 



fatal corruption which has enabled 
them to wound the peace, and violate 
the coniiitution of this country. Ihus 
they poifun the fountain of public ft- 
curity, and render that body which, 
fliould be the guardian of libeny, a 
formidable inllrument uf arbitrary 
power. Your petitioners do therefore 
iiioil earneflly befeech your Mnjcily, 
to difmifs immediately, and for ever, 
from your council, tbofe miniftersand 
advifcrs, as a firll (lep towards are* 
drefs of thofe grievances wnich alarm 
and afflift your whdc people.' 

This petition produced the follow- 
ing anfwer. 

•* It is with the utmoft af^onifhment 
that I find any of my iuhj^ds capable 
of encouraging the rebellious diipofi* 
tion which unhappily exifts in fome of 
my Colonies in North Amcriia^ Hav- 
ing entire cwitidence in the wifdom of 
my parhamear, the great council of 
tlie nation, 1 will ileadily purfue thofe 
mtafures which they have recommend- 
cdfor the fupport of the conftiiutional- 
rights of Great Britain, and the pro- 
tedion ot the commercial iuterclts of 
my kingdoms.*' 

Such, to the great concern of all re- 
flecting men, was now become tbtftile^ 
ot iiitercourfe between the Crown and 
the people. 

In ttie mean time, another remon* 
fl ranee was preftnted to the Houfe of 
Comn^oos from the AfTembly of New 
York. It v^:\ introduced by Mr 
Burke, to whom it had been tranfmit» 
ted foLthat purpofe. Me reprcfented. 
in a llrong and urgent manner, how 
greatly that province had fignalized 
its attachn ent and fidelity to Biitaia 
in the midll of the prcfcnt diflurban- 
ccs, and how much it had incurred the 
dii'pleafure of the cthrr Coiouies upon 
that account. He alfured the Houfe 
that the remon(lrai:ce he wifhed to lay 
befure it, was conceived in terms of 
the higheit decency and refpe^.-— 
Though it complained of fome ads of 
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r.uliainent» which in that Colony were 
ciL'emcd gnevancea, yet he was ofo- 
pinioPy the rcmonftrance ouj^ht to be 
receivrdy that if any matter contained 
in it (hould appear to the Fioufe to 
need rtdrcfs, it might be granted ac- 
cordingly. 

This application he confidered as a 
circumltance improveable to the high- 
eft advantage in the prefent poliure 
ofuffairt« It afforded an opportunity 
of coming to terms of reconciliation 
with America. — A din.'£t channel was 
now opened to communicate thro ugh 
the medium of New York with the 
other Colonies. The utmoft care 
ihould be taken not to (hut it, left, no 
other avenue (hould be found. 

The miniftc-rial ohjc£liont were, 
that it was incompatible with the dig- 
nity of the Houfe tofuffer any paper 
to be prefented that qucftioned its 
fapreme authority Condefcrnficn en- 
ough had been ftiown in a varitty of 
iultances; but nothing wan ad miilible 
that tended to invalidate the right of 
taxation. 

Pariicular notice was taken at the 
fame time» that tlie title of petition 
did not accompany this paper : it was 
called a Reprcfentation and Kemon- 
llraucci which waa ool the ufual, nor 



the proper manner of applicatioD (# 
railiamcnt. This (ingularity alone 
was fufficicnt to put a negative on iu 
pre^-'itation. 

After having been foiled in the 
Houfe of Commore, it now rrmaioed 
to be decided whethtr that Culony'a 
reprrfcntationa would meet with a 
more gracious receptioo in the Houfe 
#of Lords. « 

But here the di£Bculty wis ftili 
greater than in the other Houfe. The 
dignity of the Peerage was fa>d to be 
infulted by the apptUation • under 
which it had been prcftimed to uAier 
thofe reprtfentations into that t\(» 
fembly. They were liiled a Mcmo- 
lidl; fuch a title was only allowable 
in traofa^ions between princes and 
ftates independant of each oiher« but 
was unfuficrable on the part of fub* 
jc^is. 

When the rrJeAion of thefe applU 
cations in both Houfea was announced 
to the public, a great part of tbenaiioo 
cxpreiLd the highcll difcontcnt.-* 
They now looked forward with clejrc* 
tionand forrow at theprufpe^ of mOp 
tual deftrudion tliat lay before the0» 
and utterly gave up all other ixpcdip 
tioai. 
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Affair at Lexington. — Bo^on blockaded — Tranfaclions at Bojlon^ 
— Meeting of the Continental Congrefsat Philadelphia. — Crown 
Point and Ticondcrago furprifed by the Americans. — Arrival 
of reinforcements at Bojion. — A^ion at Bunkers Hill. — Con/e- 
Quences oftbeSiuebec Ad. — Further proceedinj^s of the Congrefs. 
— Acceffton of Georgia to the American Confederacy. --General 
Wajbington appointed to the chief command of the American 
Forces.' 



ABOUT ihc end of Fehruaiy, 
1775, General Gage received 
information that a number of field- 
pieces bad been brought to Salem. 
Judging from the proximity of that 
place, that fome hollile dcfigns were 
ID ag;flation, in order to prevent them 
ID time, bcdifpatchcd a body of men 
to feize the cannon at Salem. On 
tbcir march they were obttruCicd by a 
river, ovtr which there was a draw- 
bridge, which the people on the op- 
puiite (ide had drawn up, to hinder 
their p:.flin^ and refufed to let down, 
Dotwithitandiiig the conr.mands and 
threats of the officer at the head of 
the detachment. Upon this refufal a 
boat was icized by the military to 
ferry them over ; but the country 
people perceiving their intrutlon, 
juir.p^d into the boat, and cut open 
lit: bottom with axea : this occallon- 
cd a fray between both parties, which 
^ould probably have ended fatally, 
bad not a clergyman interpofed. He 
rcprefented,on the one hand, to the 
commanding officer, the inevitable 
confequence of uling force, and ad- 
vlfcd the people, on the other, that as 
it "Was late in the day, and impoflible 
from that reafon for the military to 
execute the qrdera they^ were fent up* 



on, to let the detachment pafs over 
the bridge- without oppofition. His 
advice was complied with accordint^ly ; 
and the military, after remaining fome 
time in pofn.fik>n of it, withdrew, 
without being able to execute their 
orders. 

This tranfa£lion, though of no con* 
fequcnce in itfclf, difcovcred the tern* 
per of the people ; and fhowed at the 
fame time how little they were to be 
intimidated. It fhowed, too, how dif- 
pofed ihcy were to rufh ^ocxliemiticf, 
and how readily they would do it on 
thefirll provocation. 

Tite time came at lad that was to 
change thcle preludes to hoililiiics into 
more ferinus fccnes, and to realize 
thofe apprclieufions that had fo long 
huh;; over the minds of all thinking 
men throughout the BritiHi empire. 

It was now far advanced in April, , 
and it w<t8 not doubted that the pco« 
pie of MafLchufct had formed a plan 
for adion. A large quaatiiy of mili- 
tary Itoreft was colUded at Concord, 
a tpwn not mcire than twenty milca 
dillant fiom Bodon, and where the 
Pruvincial Congrcfs was held. CJn 
receiving this intelligence, a detach* 
ment was font from Bodon, in order 
to dcAroy tlicfc Aorcs^tind at the fame 

tiUie^ 
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time, as it was fiM, to fcize on Mr. 
Hancock and Mr. Adam^, the prio- 
cipal direA »r8 of iliat AlFeinhly, 

rhis^etachmenr, under the mm- 
ipnnd of Colonel Smilh, and M.j t 
Pircairn, fct out f^om B;>li()0 on the 
19th of April, btfijrc briak of day, 
and prDCfidcd with all txncdition t 1- 
var.ls Concord, hoping to reach it hc- 
£>re the country was alarincd. l>iit 
notwithtlandin^ the Hlence in which 
they marched, and the piccaution of 
fccuriu^ «vcry one they met on the 
wjj, they found by the continu il fjre- 
inj Iff guns, and the ringint^ of bells 
in lII the neighbouring vilLiges, that 
they were diUovcred, and that people 
vvf re tflcmbling from all fides. 

Tiiey arrived at L x::»gton abr»ut 
five in the morning, a pluce tifuen 
nnlcsdiltjnt from .ISotlon. Tne mi- 
litia belonging to jttK» town was cxer- 
ciling on a green adjacent totho road: 
an (ffl-er called out Co them to throw 
drnvn their arms and difperfc ; at the 
fi'iic inliani fome fh >tb, ii ib fa:d,were 
filed fr>^m a houfe. I his occaftoncd 
a 'Itfchartre frum our ptople, by which 
f«*/^ral ot the miliiia wcie killed and 
wounded. 

Toe detachment then proceeded to 
Concord, wncrc they dcilroyed the 
ilorei« arcordinjj to tlieir odcrs. Hire 
a fkirmiOi cniucd, whcu Lvcrul were 
ktlKd on both fid en. 

The country rofe upon ihcm from 
all parts. Duiing thecourfe of a long 
and veiy hot dayt they were expoled 
to a continual, though irrc;;UMi fire^ 
fupported with great vigour and re- 
^ filiation. In the retreat from CiiU- 
ccrd to Lexington, a fpace of fix 
miles, they w^rc purfued with the 
iJtxort f;;.'y by a Urge body of tiic 
Piuvincidls, and fired at in the nuan 
lime hom the h-juics, wallu, and other 

Covcilj. 

By the time the detachment had 
reached Lr:xiiigton, its ammunition 
was whoily expended. Here they 
had the good f>irtuue to be joined by 



a confiilerable reinforcement ondcr 
Lord P rcy, fent to their relief by 
General Gage, from an appreheofioa 
of the dungcr they were in. 

Boilon hy, however^ no lefs thaa 
fifteen miles off. HarrafTed already 
wiili the duty and fatigue of the day* 
the troops had yet thid laborious man^ 
t') pert or m, furrounded by' cncmiei* 
whtife number intre;jfed every mw" 
ment ; who had the advantage of the 
ground, and could advance ur retire 
at will. With ail ihcfcdiraJvaotage^ 
the BritiHi troops made ^ood their 
retreat, an J arrived at Bollun aboK 
fnn-fet. 'l^e ground they liad iliea-> 
fured that day was aSuve foity mtleSi 

Thus ended the memorable a&V 
of Lexington, famous for being the 
iiill cngaL'cment wherein the blood of 
Biitiih fubjv.6t8 was mutu;«Ily flktfd by 
caih others hands in Aoierica. 

Notwithitiuding it lalied the wLob 
day, the number of flain and wounded 
on the Britifh fide wus no more ihu 
t\«o hundred and fifiy, and of prifoatta 
about thirty; a fniall lofs when the 
prow'gious fuperiority of the eocny 
is coniiiiercd. The fccret of the ex- 
pediiion had got vent : the whok 
country was in arms for forty miki 
round ; and all the befl niarkfmen ii 
the I'rovince were prefent in the ear 
gagtmtnt. The lof^ of the Ameii* 
cans, ui killed and wounded wasaboot 
fixiy. 

The Bricilh detachment did iflt 
exceed tv^o thnuf.iud men. Thcf 
were excellent troops ; but theywfic 
coiifuied in a narrow loari, fltii.kcdal 
each lidcy a g;eat part of the wifi 
with (lone walls, low enough tofirt 
ever, and hi^h enough to cover ihc 
aiT'i'a.its from tic fire of meui vht 
were marching with all fpccdf sad 
had not leii'urc to (loop behind fa 
any fhelter, after giving their fir^ 
Had it not been for two field piecc^ 
brought v.-ith Lord Percy's dctacb* 
mcntithe {laughter niuti have been ip' 
gi cater. Aft ihcy were naanagcd « 
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:i11 and Ji£lif ity, th^ ir pre(E:d 
:tlctlic impctuolity of the A- 
it. 

\o thf fc jufticf , it ouft be ac* 
d'gcd that iD thii firil trial of 
luragtraiidmilitaryprowefs^thcjr ' 
1 v^ith f^reat fpirit, and fully re* 
icd»argcuf timidity, fo uiijulllf 
m them* 

iitatioDt of inhumanity were re- 
Ty.made upon this occation. 
larges of this kind 4re ufuiil in 
irt where haired and rancour are 
more inveterate than bctwetn 
ra ; but if there was any truth 
1, it is probable there was fir 
lag^eration. Whatever might 
ippened in the heat of battlct 
:ic aAion was over, due fenii* 
of humanity took place ; and 
Toners and wounded were treat* 
I civility and care. 

news of this engagement raifrd 
Hole Provinces : crouds flocked 
very dittrid^, and Bofton was im« 
ely furrounded on every fide. 
;er were the Provincials in their 
»f fervicet that it was cafy for 
hiefs to colled numerous bodies 
rn men. They formed ahoge* 
I array above twenty thouf<:iid 
. Their Hoe of eneampificni es- 
from Kuzbury to Myltic, afpace 
It thirty miles, and was tulerm *ly 
ed with caanon. Their com* 
ig officers were Colonels Ward 
;, Heathy Perfect, and Thomas, 
hoygh they might not perhaps 
igured it the head of an Eu- 

army» were men of undoubted 
f ,and refolution, and not inade- 
:o the charge they anderiotik. 
J were joined ioon after by » 
lody of troops (ent from Con- 
it, under the command of Colonel 
n an oM . American officer of 
■trepidtty and great experience, 
d ferVcd in the two lalt wars, aiid 
oiihed himfelf by feveral adions, 

required capacity at well aa 

He placed himfelf in fitch a 

a, 11 ta be able to afford timely 



fucconr to any part of the troops be* 
fore the town that might want it. 

The Provincial Congrcfs was no# 
removed toWatcrtown, about ten milei 
fr<m Bolton. Here they framed ad 
addrtfs to the people of Great Britain, 
in which they entered into a minute 
detail of everycircumtlance rehitingtfl^ 
the affair at Lexington, and cndeavour<i 
ed to prove th-at the Britifh trooptf 
were the aggreffors both at Lexington 
and Concord, and had been guilty of 
ibany irregularities at both places. They 
relied on the tcood fcnfe and generofity ' 
of the Britifh' nation, fur a fpeedy ter- 
mination ot evil, which mud in the con« 
fequence affed equally Great Britain 
and here Colonies, i'hty esprefled 
unfhaken loyalty t but ftill perfitied in 
declaring the moft inflexible refolutiod 
never to fubmit to any fpecies of ty* 
ranny. They folemnly appealed to 
Heaven for thejuflice of their caufe, 
for which they now had, and wotdd 
ftill continue to lay down their Uvea. ' 

They next voted for the array and 
fupport of the army, regulated the pay 
ot* officers and foldiers, and enactca 
rules for its good government. In or* 
der to provide a fund of military ex« 
pences. they voted a confiderable fum 
to be ifliied in paper currency, receiv- 
able as money, the payment of which 
was fccured onlbe public faith of the 
Province. ^ 

Among I far Set y of other refo^if- - 
tion^ they paffed one, by which they 
declared that General Gage was, by the 
late and the preceding tranfadions,. 
dif^Uiiliticd from ading in the flation 
of Governor } that no farther obedience 
was doe to him ; and that be (hould 
henceforth be cimfidcrcd and treated 
ak a public enemy. 

/\s foon as the affair at Lexington 
was known, it kindled wrath and fury 
throughout all the Colonics. Not' 
^ithflanding thry h^ been long pre. 
pared fur fuch an^^r^nt, yet it was 
received with atmtich apparent a(l«>nifhN 
aent and todigiMtioi^ aa ii it had bae^ 
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fr^>oVy iinc'ipe Acd. It furniflicd ihcm 
Ti'lih wii additlitnal rtufod tt) qniikrii 
th^it warlike pR'parations, and u> make 
rt'ad\ r)r cvtiits (jf a iin-.il.tr nature. 

But what was uf morr confcqucnce, 
it rnaSU'd them tu rcrprcfcHit tlu'mfelvc« 
96 more furiiiidahle tliai* ha 1 been 
iiiecr' tted bv ihtir enemies. Tli^ co«jr- 
aj.^t M^auiftiUd in ihat ei»^a;»cnicnt by 
tht> provincials wa:i nov^' bcoorne the 
fuljvCis of LMiivcrlal c.nvLrfailtMi : it 
c veiled a pri)di^iiMi^r|MM't '•( en uluti'in, 
and iiifutcd a de>(;ce uf conlidence to 
which they had not hitherto been 
ufed. 

Thofe who had fuMcn in this aAion 
iR-erc ex i oiled at theliili mart\r8 of 
public liberty : ti.eir names and fami- 
lies became objtcls of rtfptcl and vcnc- 
ratiuK, and they were puir.led out uS 
i x;tmplc8 of neceffiiy intimation in the 
ardunjs corifl.dt wherein America was 
now en;'a;rcd. 

In the midfl of this univcrfal fer- 
mentation, pLns of revenue againit 
Britain were framing every where. 
The iicads and heart h of all people in 
the Colonies weic equally warin upon 

'thiii occafion ; an.l tiiry fcemedi as it 
were, to vie with each other viho (liould 
ijL'iioii the moll viiilcni proofs uf re- 
ientmcnt. ^ ■ , ^ 

The firft mark of the public refenf 
ment of A^merica, was to put a totnl ^ 
i*.c'p to the exportation of all provifions 
from their ports, 'i'his they knew muii 
l)ri:«;i^ infinite dilht fs on the Ds-iiifh 

' in.Pi- s in the W^ll Inciies. whofc on- 
ly dipt ii.!-. net f«ii their nccvtl'.rv fub- 
f»:ieiice \\\:s cntlu- importa:ionsuf liiat 
luui re fro;n Noith Anii.'iica. While 
tM?y were thus uiiivf.rfally iuiLMit on the 
iiicaiiK of p«^oecuci»i^ lL«irre^eOi:f.,the 
X' nciliarj jy prop^;/iri;jR-, niovcd by 
L'-id No:th in Pir)i/ttnt*it, were 
l)i'oi:^!it to .Xniciiij. I>iii ihis WJ8 
liO f-rfliin for ihtli reception : the pto- 
p!/: now: vhttrUi tiled «« lOoicii fiilp;eion 
uf ivci) ou\*r of thai kiud ^bich 
tjitnc f.'om EisMmd. 
"'*J*hi^ iiilt jiublic bixly bcfoie which 

ilc^wuc laic uaft tlic AHwCibly cf 



Pennfylvania, But here thty met with 
a total i(jev*lioii : they were repnrffnt- 
ed as dangerous and :nad«.quate to 
the wiflirs of America. The f<nw 
opiniiiii watt adopted by the ncit^hbcar 
in^ Colony of Jerfey ; and, af'cr ibe 
example of thefe, they were entirtlf 
r: jei5\cd cvi r> where. 

in the nic^in while, the Britifh troopi 
at Bollon were el- fely bltcktd up. 
They were cut ofTfr.im all lutiplie-^ijf 
veg( tables and freih provitiuns. jnd re> 
durcd ro fubiid wimliy on fait aica(« 
l*he inhabitants were in the fame coa- 
dsticn. Txx provincial were i»ie more 
Ariel 1-1 th*- prtveiiti»>ii of a!l fipi^ltSt 
BHthey intended thcrcb\to compel -he 
Govtrnor to permit the dcpariure ^^f 
the town's peoplc'p wht)fc iiiiaibcr m*!! 
too great to be maintained uu^ nf ttie 
florrs appropriated to the k^'trriijn ; of- 
to fufTcr, at lead, the women and rhil* 
dren to depart} acc'irding to repealed 
folicitations to that purpi-fe. 

After much entreaiy from the in* 
habitants, an agreement w,ib at ien^-h 
concluded, by which they were to be 
a^ liberty to quit the phrr, ar.d e.:rry 
off their tfT^ctbou delivering up iheT 
arms. They chceifu!l\ acquuiced ii 
thi!! propoful ; but after m .iking tiiU 
furrender, nu nbcra were, to t'uir jjreit 
dilappcintment, ftill detained ; aai ' 
tiiol'c who had peimilllou to depary 
where obliged to leave all their cifcdi. 
I'his reduced mauy genteel fan ilica lo ' 
great indig' nee. 1 ht p-.ior and IM 
hclplcfs, iniieel, were ail dif uiir-d. 

t Durinp^ thcfe proceedings, t.'ie Coi« 
timntHl Cuii^refs mi t at Piiladdphib 
They bcgrin their feifion with rcfoluii* 
0118 to raife an army, and to e(UbL(h 
a large paper currency to detraylbl 
public cliaiges, the C'donica in their 
united capai'ity bcc«)iiung fecurtty far 
the paymtut oi it in due timCt iareil 
mjiiey. 

They next adverted to the meaiisof 
dillrelUng Biitain moll tCTedually ui 
her American concerna. !*o tbi& ik 
trnt they itridly prohibited the fop- 
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J of Vc'f 'iin'^land, wuh any i^ro- 
« 'vhitfqcn'r. Fully to (!V(^ this 
irr, all exportation was forb'di^en 
»fc Colonics in America that Hill 
nrd in her fubjeAion. 
18 wa«» a pn»cee»Unjjr wholly iin^x- 
i in En^rl.ind. It was Icvercly 
iioo^j tl)c Briii/h ffttlcmcnt8, and 
nt;, at Newfounilland. ' In ostler 
■vent ^ real famine, many veflcls 
acctflitii»c»l ro return home with 
cd. to fetch cargoi-s ofprovifionfi. 
c ftibfittcMce of the people theie, 
iile Coiigfcfs was occupied in this 
:r, it reccivrd \ he a^rj-f c .ble news, 
he people of New Vork had de* 
icd to join with the other colo- 
ind to adopt the refulutions they 
keuy and the meafnres they had 
'tei agaiuft Biitain. This colo- 
i l)ng continutd on a plan of 
•ation in hopes (.f belnj; able to 
about a reconciliation ; but the 
at Lexington had now put an 

all fuch expedl'itions. — Upon 
■ngthe news of tiiat cngajjemcnt, 
OU3 afTociations of tlie ptrty ini- 

to Britain, were •mmtdiately 
j, by which the Provincial Con- 
wan tiered. 

the fiiuation of the city of New 
lays it open to the fea, it was 

1 impradicable to defend it a- 
a naval attack. For thisrcfefon 
thought nrtoH advifable, before 
jproach of a Britifli fquadron, 

was daily expelled to fccure 
litary (lores and to remove the 
1 and children out of all danger, 
this department of fo many in- 
als whofe prefcnce would have 
tiered them, the inhabitants pro- . 
jr all other contingcnces. lu 
ley found thenifelvts unable to 
t the enemy from taking pofTcf- 
tbe city thcir.finaldeicrmindtioa 
eo to comlt it to the flames, 
le the Provinces of the fea coaft 
reparing for their defence, the 
in the inland fettlcments of the 
:rn Colonies were not lefs occu- 

tome a^ive and refolute iodi- 



vi^u.il8, without wattinn^^ for orders 
or communicating their defij^ns to 
their rulirt^ powers, concerted tot^fthcr 
a plan vshich den'»ted the ent'^rprifin^j 
fpirit that animated the Americans at 
that time : it was to furprlze Crowa 
Point, Ticnnderaao, and the other 
forts that commanded the Lnkep, which 
form the line of communication be- 
tween the Colonics and Canada. Seve- 
ral p^'rfons, u is faid,. formed the fame 
proj.il, unknown to each othi-r, and 
fell on together on their way to exe- 
cute it* 

The principal coudiiftors of this 
expedition, were. Colonels Fallou ani 
Allen : the body under their command 
confided of two hundred and fifty mer. 
At the head of ihcfe thty fet forward 
with great fecrtcy and expedition, and 
had the good luck to furprize both the. 
^arrir>n9 of Crown Point and Ticon- 
derago, which frll into their hands 
without the lofsof a man on either fide.* 

The feiznre they made on this oc- 
cafion was very eonfiderable : they 
found two hundred pieces of cannon, 
befides mortars, and a large quantity 
of military ftores. Thty took two vef- 
fels completely equipped, and mate- 
rials in readiocfs iur the condruclion 
of others. 

This fuccefsful ex;:eiition pave to 
the Americans entire command of thofc 
important paflls for the pofllfiion of 
which fo much, Britlfh, and French 
blood had been (bed during the lail 
war. It was in its immediate confe* 
quences, a heavy blow to the interefls 
of Great Britain ; as, Boftonexcep-td, 
fhe had not now a flnulc hold left her 
, in the revolted Colonies. 

T<)WHrd» the clofe of Mav, th? lonj^ 
expelled rciiiforcementa arrived i»t 
B-don, toRctt.cr v^ith the CJeneraU 
Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton, all 
officers t.f approved merit, and wh(We 
behaviour in the lail war had J u lily 
gained them much r.putation. 

By ihcfe anivils, the iroops now 
formed a larj»e and refpcfl.iblc b«>'''.y- 
bothtbe officer&audioldkrs were^with 
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out cstggeration, equal to any in £u* 
ropefor difcipline and ralour. Frum 
the character of thofe who now com- 
manded throiy it was expired they 
would not long; remain inadiive and 
that theirfoperaiions would not be cun« 
fined to fo harrow a fccne 8b B'lAoiu 

It wa« become in fome meafure ue- 
cefTiry to extend the quacicrs of the 
army, for fuch at prefciu the f\)rce8 at 
that pface mi(^ht be reputed. I'he pro- 
vincials boaRcd that they were befieg- 
ing thofe who had bt<n (ent to fub* 
due them ; aud as there was fome truth 
IR this taunt, it wasjincumbeut on oyr 
people to remove it. 

Since the bloi:kade be^^n, fome (kir* 
ID HieRhad happened ia the iflanJsthai 
ly in Boftou Buy. They were occa* 
rponed by the eixleafttur^ of both p«ir- 
ties to carry off the (lock upon hand : 
the ProviuciaUhai theacvaninge: they 
burned in the l»ft»8n arnicd fchuoncr^ 
left agroun()by the tide, which the ctew 
after (lauding a' hciivy fire of mu/kotry 
and cannon, were oblikied to al>andon. 
It had been propofedlmmedi^tely after 
the fi^ht a! Leiiin^» ton, to lead the pro- 
vincials un to Buttun, whtlr tlitir Ipirits 
were animattt** with tfie Lufiiicfk of that 
day s but this prop<»fal was overruled 
by the confjdiration, that the (lorming 
of fuch a place wou)d neceflunly in- 
volve in nnc common flaughter, both 
the military and the inhobitants. « 

Other motives had probably their 

/liaie in thib prevention. The number 

ol fh:ps (.f uar and armed vefltis of a*l 

dcnoiitinatiiins that furrouud^d and 

guaidcd the town ou evciy fidc» wt'uld 

have rcndcied fuch au attempt next to 

iiiipradicabie. 'J'he iiocps were nu- 

meroui cU'Ugh for 4 dctence ) and 

from their (kill and courage added to 

the expc6tatioD of no quailer from an 

cnragtd enemy | wotild luve made a 

nudi defpciate refiilance ; ihey were 

•vtll provided with artillery and amu- 

nilion, aud knew petfettly huw 10 ufc 

llum. 

Thvft^ OB the ctfacr haLdj \s-Lu CGm* 



manded the Pmviiidab would not ca« 
danger a rrpulfe which iniift tKii 
hiivc been attended with much flaugli* 
ter. They had beco wituefs to ilit 
the caufet that militated for iLca a| 
Lexington» and were fenfiUe of il# 
difference between an eoyr^gctncot ii 
clofe paffes, and narrow lniic*t where 
the enemy they, attacked waaftvowidlf 
retreatingf and ihe faeiiig of him oa t 
ff round he had chofen^ and where hi 
(tood prepared to fight :* were tlic Kro* 
vincials in fuch a luiflid to be defeii> 
ed» it would throw a damp oa tbeir 
ardonr that would be followed by worte 
conf«.qu«:nces then the mere lols ofmtn 
they would fuffer 00 fuch an occafiua: 
this mi^ht be repaired | but' the 
nut ion ot fpirit and alacrity they 
confciouB, was the great eft uf ail lofLs 
in war, cfpccially to men jull entcrrf 
into that arduous carter, whoni knlc 
fctcccffes would animate^ but wboai 
fuch an overthrow would cittlffcly dit 
couiage. 

While both partiet at Bofloo wait 
ftanding, as it were at bay, and water- 
ing each others motions, mid the 
tinental Congrefs was taking tbc 
vigorous meafurest and a^ing with f 
fpitit that aftonifhed all men ^rlio ap> 
0e£ied that they were but in the inhue/ 
of their ezertioni. 

'i*hey boklly paffcd n refofutioo fifti* 
ar to that upon wliich the Brttilh a^ 
tion^ a century ago, founded the KevBf 
luiiun. They declared that the obli* 
gation of obedience to the Crow« af 
Great Britain from the Colouy of Mat « 
fachufet, being diftJved by the violi* 
tt< n of its chaiter, the people weic b* 
pally at liberty to proceed to the choict ' 
6f a Houfc of Reprtfentativesy and a 
Council, in* CO u form it y to the.fpirit aad 
fubftani'e cf the charier thus violated^ * 

'1 iiey p«'ffed another refulutioay kf 
which ihey forbidibe acceptance or a^ 
gociation i/f any billof exchaugv, notCf • 
or order of any Britilh officer ur agcalf 
01 ihw fuppiyin*; ihcm wilbmoucy | 
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d the fumifttin;; the Brltifh 
rtiiy wiib piovifioiiSy or dc-^ 
luy kind 9 
er to eviucr how ftcartly their 

and gratitude might be de« 
B by tlieir friends and adher- 

•I the fa me time to (how hoW 
y difregarded the frowns and 
re of the Bri»ifh Court they 
ited Dr. Frankhn Poftmailer 
in America, an office from 
had been removrd in Eng* 

account of his adherence to 

of the Colonies. 

e twelfth of June, a Procla« 

was iflued hy the Britifh go* 

at Bofton oflFering a pardon^ 
jng's name to all who laid 
'ms» and returned to their 
ad occupations. Two per font 
re excepted^ Mr. Samwel 
lod Mr John Hancock whofc 

1 reprtfentcdas too great and 
1 10 efcape puniihment. AH 

ftot accept of this offer, or 
led, abetted, or correfponded 
n, were to' be deemed guilty 
n and rebellioot and treated 
;ly« By this proclamation it 
ired, that at the courts of 
c were Ihut, nartiallaw (hoiild 
e, till a due couife of juAice 
re-eftablilhed^ 

is ad of goferoment was as 
irded as the preceding. To 

the world bow firmly they 
rmmed to perfcverc in their 

and how fmall an impitffii«n 

by the mrnacef of Britain, 
icock immediately after his 
on, was chofeo Prcfident of 
:refs. 

oclamation had no other tf* 
10 prepare piopk-'s minds for 
that might follow. '1 he ap* 
of traiiors and rebels, was 
nofl honourable aodfafein 
: fnch as were fufptded of 
id attachment to Great Bri« 
inbA tbc molt expofed lo 
a aud danger j aud i/bllgcdf 



for the fake of prrfonal fecarTty» tm 
diffeffrble their real fentiments, 

llie reinforcements arrived frona 
Britain, the eagerncfs of the Britifli 
military to avail themfelves of their 
prcfent ftrength, and the pofuion of 
the Provincials, *^ohcurred to make 
bo(h parties diligent in their pnrpara* 
tions for a6li«n. It was equally the 
defire of both ; the firft were rarneft tJ 
exhibit an unqueftiooable tedimony of 
their fuperiority, and to terminate the 
quarrel bygone decifive blow; theo- 
thtrs wete no Irfs willing co come to a 
ftcond engagement, from a confidence 
they would be able to convince their e* 
ncmies tJiat they would find the fubt 
J igation of America a much more dif* 
ficu't talk than they bad promised 
themfelves. 

Oppofite to the northern fliore of 
the peninfula upon wliich Bo&oa 
(lands, lies CharleAown, divided from 
it by a rfver about che breadth of the 
Thames at London bridge. Ncithe^ 
the Britifli nor Provincial troops ba4 . 
hitherto bcthoflghl themfelves of (eenr* 
log this place. In its neighboarhood, a 
htile to the eafl, is a high ground cal« 
led Bunker's- Hill, which overlooks and 
commands the whole town of Bofton* 
In the night of the fixteenth of June 
a party of the Provincials took p<»fref- 
fion of this hill, and worked with fo 
much induftry and diligence, that by 
break of day they had almoft compkt. 
ed a redoubt, together with an io« 
trtn<^ment, reaching half a n>ile as far 
as the river M) die to the citft. As foon 
as difcovered, they .were plied with a 
heavy and ioceflant tire ftom the (hips 
and floating batteries ttiat furroundtd 
the ueck on which Charlcliown is (i* 
tuated, aud from the cannon planted on 
the ncareft emiucbciek oa the Boftoa 

11)!S did not however prevent ihem 
from continuing their work, which they 
had entirely finifhed by mid day, when 
it waa found ntctflary to lake more 
cffeAual oatLodt t» oillodgc thtm. 
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To tlin purpofe a confideralilr hodjr true, at they foujjrYit behind iotrencV 
vas hndod at the foot of Bunkir's- ni'^ntp, part of Hliidi wcrr cannon proofi 
Ilillt un<!cr the comrnand ofOfnt-riils and wht^re it was not pi^flible for the 
llovre, and Pi^ot, the firft was to at- Tr.ufkrtry to annoy tlitin : this acrounii 
tack the Pruv.ncijl lines, the ftcond no Itf^fwr the nnmbcrsthcy dcdrojcd, 
the redoijht* The Bri'Jfh ironp«i ad; to wiiich the (K.sertncfs ofthrir markf- 
vanced with great iiitrrpMity ; hut on men ch'cflv contrihuttd. To reader 
their approach, vvirc received \\ith a the d*rxicri y of tlitfc* connpleatly cf* 
fife from hehiud the iulrcnchrncnrs, f.cl'nl, niuikiVs, rt-ady loaded, %rtfe 
that continued |)onrink( during a full l.andrd to them as fail as they couldbe 
hall hour upon ihcm like H Hriam. I'he difchargcd, thtt ihey mi^hi lofc no 
execution it did was terrible : fooie of tinie in re-loadin-^ thefn, and they touk, 
the bra veil and olJcil < ificcrs c!c(.ljtcd aim chiefly at tht oHiccrg. 
T-tat for the time it lafUd, it was the T')nring the whole time of sAior, 
lr>ttell fe''vicc they had tvcr ftcn. the Provinriids were fupportfd by con- 
General Howe Rood for fume mr)inciit8 tinual reinforce^nentd ; thefe were 
almoft .lone; the ofRceiH^^'i folditrs clearly p'-rceivid by the numtroua 
about him being nvatiy all (lain or dif fpeCtators of thi<« engitgerncnt on the. 
ablcd ; hiti ii.lrcpidity and piefenceof tops of houf;:s and every lifni^ s^rouod 
mind were remarkable ou this trying i.i Bulion. Thus when faii^u.'d, thcr 
•ccafion. were relieved by others who to<»k their 

General Pigot on the Kftywa<iin places, and renewed the 6^?it with 
the mean time eui^aged with the lVo> luih viguur. Jn this manner it rat 
Tincialfl \%lio had thrown thimiclves in- cimputcd, that Hrd and lad, upwardi 
to Charledown, as wtil as with the re- of tive thouland Provincials were em* 
doubt, and nut witii the fame recep* plrycd in the ftrviee tf this day^ 
tiun at the right. Though he con- I'he great fla agister occ<:fioncd oi 

duded his attack wllh great fKlll and the led of the Dritifh troops fronri the 
courage, the iDCLfTaut di.!in)«f\:on made houfes of Charlellown, obliged tbcit 
among the troops, threw ihtm at hril to fct fire to that place. The Pruvin- 
into lome diforder, but Cicneral Clin- cials defended it fomc lime with rauch 
ton coming up with a reinforcement, obltinacy, but it was quickly reduced 
they quickly rallied, and attc.(ked the to aiheb ; and when deprived of that * 
trorks with fuch fiiryt that ihc Prt)vin- cover thty were laiincdidlcly compel- , 
cialb Were not able to rillil them, and led to reiiie. 

retreated beyond the neck of Lud tiiat 'J'he valour difplayed by the Britifli 
leads into CharhlK>wn. troops in tncouiitering and oTercom* 

Thi» was the bUmdicft engagement ing iu many obilriiciions, did them the 
i^uriiig the whole war. iheh^fs of highetl honour in the opinion of sH 
t::c Jiritifli troops amounted in killed impartial men, Ttie eutrenchmcntt 
aud wounded to uywards oi a thou- call up by the Pruviucials, though the .^ 
iai;d. Among the In il were niiKteen, work of a few hours^ were coutrived..j 
a:>d amuLg the lall levrnly t ffii-ers. with great llrength and judicioufncii |, 
Ctih/ii*:! /Abcrcron.by, M.ji'ra, Wil- auo u do them juiticc, they did not 
lianis and Speah:we, menf>f lidiiiguifh- fo'fjkcthcra till after a very gdlUutj 
fdbrav'.ry i^W in ihib aitioi., whicli, rcfiilance. 

t'ic'n«'l» it tei'riniiled to ir:e adviiiuagc Tt.e man whofe fall was moftU- , 
ft chc Kiiig'b toicts coli altogether a mentcd among the Americani, wu 
df adfui pr cc. Dottor Warran, a phyfician, he wu i . 

The h.li. on the Provincial fide, ac- gentleman in high reputation for Ui 
ccrdin;; to their account, did not cx- cloqucQcei and various ftbiliticit hc 
ctcd ave huudrcd. 'Jlhis nii^ht i)c Wi^, 
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' the pruicipal and mod ac- 
•crsofihc Continental Con- 
ic preceding year, and was 
)C prclident of the Provincial 
of Mifficliufct ; he com- 
ic ]iae9 of Bunker's- Hill as a 
eral on that memorable day» 

his (lation in the redoubt 
iieral Pi;jot's attack. He fell 
ihe head of his m::n ytii as 
ointing to, and reminding 
It him, it infiid, of the mut- 
bcd onthe An[;erican colours 
n their in-fenchmcnts ; oa 
r which were thefc Wv)ras : — 
n/ fy ffi'JV:m .*? and on »hc 

f >1 1 1) ^ i : yr — i^#/ trarjijlit^ 
leaning that icic fdmc Pro- 
hicii broU:;ht their aucellors 
ca, would noA' iupport their 
ts. 

twithdjnding the honour of 
imaincd to the Britiih troops, 
ricanii boa (led that the real 
k were o:i their fide. They 

they, fo mucii weakened 
lieb ill this ciig'igement as to 
tire ftjp to iheir operations. 

coining forth, aa^ iniprov- 
pretended vift )ry, tbcy did 
Yviiture out of tike trenches 
caiivios ihey had conilruiicd 

/ apparent ben;:6t gained by 
s, was that they kept polTcf- 
c ground whereon Charlef* 
iluod ; they foriifikd it on 
ill ordertofecure thcmftlvcs 
uddea »:tatk:vthat were daily 
\ from io numerous a force as 
\ now infcAed Boilon. 
s enlargeincht of their quar- • 
gh it contributed to render 
idiiement Lfs irkf.Mne, ad* 
a little to the military duty 
obliged to i^o tarough, and 
jbled their fatigues at a Tea* 
tjie heat rcndcrcdthem more 
an at any other. Thefc, to* 
irk the wjnt of ffefh provi* 
iliooed mttjb iilacfii nokQuf 



The provincials, on the other hand^ 
to convince the troops how little their 
fiicctfs had availed ihem, raifed in* 
trenchments on a height oppv.fite 
Charle(lo\^ n, intimating to them that 
they were ready for another Bunker'g 
Hill bufinefs, whenever they thought 
pro|>cr, and weie qo lefs willing than 
they to make another trial of f!iill. 

In expectation of another attempt 
of the like nature, they covered the 
weakcft pans of their encampmciic 
M-ith ilrong redoubts, and txiende 1 
their works .clofc to thofe that had 
been er<.t\ed by the garrtFoo on Boftoa 
Neck, whtrc ihey at:acked acd burnt 
a guardhoufe. 

Thrir boldnefs incrcafed to a"degrec 
that allonifned the Britiih officers, who 
had unhappily been taUi^ht to believe 
them a contemptibic enemy, avcrfe to 
the dangers of war, incapable of the 
regular operations of an army, llie 
fkirmifhcs, were now renewed in Bof* 
ton bay. The nccefliiies of the garrifon 
occalioned fevcral attempts to carry 
off the I'emaiaing (lock of cattle and 
other articles of providon they roiglit 
contain. But the Provincials, who 
were better acq'ninted with the na* 
vigarion of the bay, landed on thefe 
iflands, in fpite of ihe precautions o( 
the tium^'rouj (bipping, and diilroytd 
or carried off whatever could be of any 
ufe : they even ventured fo fir as to 
burn the light-houfe lituated at the en- 
trance of the harbour, and afterwardt 
made prifoners a number of workmen 
that had been feat to repair it, toge-' 
ther with a party o marines that guard- 
ed them. 

Mean while, in order to remedy the 
diftreffes under which the garnfon and 
(hipping began jointly to labour, armed 
vcir;:ls were fent out, that made prizes 
indifcriininatcly of all the coalling ciaft 
laden with ^roviGuns that came i.i 
their way. The crews fometimei 
laaded in queft of aeccfTaries, but they 
met with j^rcat o^poliuua^ acii >ns:x^ 
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femfttmri dn ven btck by the coantiy demeaa tfccmfelvcf pe^cvabfy «ad kfb 



people. Thcfe proccedtngi cxxalioii 
cd much animofity on both (idrt. 

Another cairfe of difcontentt was 
the feisarc of (hips for breach of the 
rtgiiUtiont lately made, the owners 
inakinjr al) poflible retiilance on the 
one hand, and tbe fevereli compulfiua 
being ufcd on the other. Thefe un* 
ccafin^ contcftH proiluced many fcenei 
of mifchiefy and tiie refufal of com- 
pliance with the ellablifhed injunc- 
tiont» brought heavy punilhmeutt n* 
pen (ome of the placet on the coatl. 

While thrfe tranfaAIons were ta- 
king place in the Bn'tifli Cotonieii« the 
ProYincc of Quebec began alfo to 
participate in the public difcontents : 
the a<^8 which had been framed fur 
the regulation of that Prorince, pro- 
duced effedls far different from thufe 
that bad been expeded from it. The 
majority of the Canadiani received 
it with the mofl evident marks (»f dif- 
approbation and cordially united with 
the Britifh fettlert in that grvemmenrf 
in reprobating it as tyrannical and op« 
prelfive. 

It had been confidently expe6lfd» 
that the good will and interefi of the 
French Canadians would have been 
entirely fecured, by thus replacing 
their government on its former fvK>tii);jr. 



ally ; but were total flran^era ui the 
I'iture of the dif pates betwrea tksl 
government aod tta Amcricao depea^ 
enciest and it would o«>t brcome tbc^ 
to mike themfdvea parties ia f^Gk 
difputea. Wcr% the Guveroor loraifa 
the militia of the Provtiii'ei tbey wooM 
obey him fo far as to defend I'l tf atp 
tacked : but would not march beyoad 
itsprcciodsy oor attack their aciglh 
boors. 

In this dtfli<*u1tyt aptrf'catioa wv 
made to the Bifkup to iuHocnce tkf 
people, through the refped aod de^ 
fcrence they owed to his fundion aid 
dignity, to a chearful acquit (ccogc ia 
the views of the B'itifh govemmcat 
fie W3S urged to iffiie ait epifcupj 
admonition to that enil, to be read i% 
churches by the prieftft to their pari* 
fhioncrs: but he dedincxi all 
pliance with fuch a meafurctaa 
trary to the rules of tbe Rjiiua clcr* 

SoTie ecclcfiaftics however werf 
found, who exerted themfdvea mtba 
fcrvice of g-ivernmeat, but with very 
litrle effc6t. 

The p'inctpal efforts were made 
on this occalion by the NoblcfTe. As 
they reaped the chief benefit of the 
act, they thought themfclves IxHind ia 



Adminillration had flittered iifcif gratitude to manifeft their zeal aad 



that General Carlton, the new Go- 
vernor, would have raifed with all 
facility, a numerous body of troops 
in that Province, with which to co- 
operate with General Gage. So fan* 
guine was that expe^ation, that twen- 



attachment to thufe who framed it i 
they accordinj^ly were ftrenuous ia 
maintaining the necefllty, as well as 
the duty of not only payin;^ a faiik* 
ful and entire obedieuce .to the laws 
enadrd for the government of tht 
fy thoufand ftana of arms, and a grtat Colony, but alfo of complying rcadilf ' , 
quantity of military llorrs had been with the defires exprcfled by tbeir fi^ f 



ih'pped toQiiebec for that purpofe. 

But inilead of exprelfiug the leaft 
fatisfaCliou at the frame of govern- 
ment tranfinittcd to them from Great 
Britain, or any willing nefs to fecond 
Xi e defigns cf minillry, ihcy fcemed 
decidedly averfe to both. 

They were eow, faid they, under 
the government of BritaiDi abd would 



periors. 

But the Community at large iood 
immoveab]<f in their dcterminaticNl tA' ■ 
remain in a ftate of perfect QeutraNtf 
between Great Britain and her Oi^: 
Ionics. The truth was* that they kid '. 
fufficiently experienced the faperief; 
adrantages of a Britifk goverDiMat^^ 
to be dcfiroot aol to rdiairaN 
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It wns now almod fifteen years 
e rci'udion of the Province; 
.d during that fpace, been treat- 
I r> much leiiiiy, and had been 
h henelitcd by ihc iiicrtfafe of 
id haliiiefritif.iH kinds, l!iat lliey 
lly convinced it wa? their inte- 
)rvfeivelhcir])refent, and to op- 
latfoever had a tendency lo bring 
ick to their formtrr fjtnation. 
114 peiruilion, notwit'iil.tnding 
flitfcly fubmiited to the form of 
nent imoufcd upon them by 
i^iHi miuiflry, thry icfufrd to 
itllii^ive pari in forcing thetr 
»iMr« to a fubmifli<;n, which they 
;|^d might terminate to their 
iriment. 

It I in it improbable, that the 
rewd and thinking people «• 
lem might view the dillui ban- 
it Britifh Col inies, as a motive 
:c the Britifh miniihy to treat 
e more favourablyi in order to 
heir ahegiance* and to pi event 
}m accepting ihofe offers of co- 
vhich were hJd out to them 
^olonied« 

his rcafon il mi^ht chiefly be, 
>ugh they aiqiiitf.ed in the ar« 
:nt made for their internal go- 
itf they did not incline to pro- 
f furtheri and thought that by 
nBf they had fufiici.n ly te(U- 
it tiddityi and ou^ht nut to be 
to do any more. 

Ay too, the arguments that had 
d before them in tiie addrcrfs 
Lttd to them by the Colonies, 
■ve produced fome cfft^l, aud 
»ver to ihefea number of parti- 
1 well wifhers among a people 
ft now acquainted withy^ aiid 
» relifh the i:<nglilh maxims of 
lent. 

rfault of the Canadians, hopes 
ertaiocd of engaging titc various 

Indians that ly on the back- 
ulibf the Colonics, to take up 
the caufe of Great Britain -— 
gents were cmploytd fur that 

and large prcfeuls were made 



to their chiefs and leadin?; men, with a 
view to win their concurrence. 

A llrong and vigorous attack had 
been propofcd on thofc parts that lay 
moll expijltti* as the moil feafonablc 
diverfioil that could be made in the 
prcfcnt circumflanccs of the Coluiu'cs : 
it would have alarmed and thrown into 
donfuii.^n 21 cimiiderablc proportion of 
tiie Colonies, and would have much 
weakened thofc tffjrts they were obli- 
g«:d to mak*: for their dclencc on the 
fea coalts, where they were liable to be 
continually and clortly preffed in many 
qM»rier?», 

Diit the endeavours of fuch as were 
emph>)(;d ou this occafion were not 
fiiccefsful. The Indians were not by 
any means difpofed to iiearkeri to any 
folicitailons tending to ht»llility They 
did not| faid they, underilaud the na-. 
ture of ihequarrcrl : tliey were fur pri- 
zed that Enghlhmcn (hould apply to 
them for aflilfaiice agaihfl each oihcr > 
ihcy rcfpecVdthem all, and could not 
dillinguifh who was in fault, whether 
thofe who dwelt in An cnca, or thofc 
who lived in the other fide of the ocean ; 
they advifed them to be reconciled, and 
not to flied the blood of brethren ; it 
gave them ferious grief and concern to 
behold fuch enmity among them ; but 
as they knew not whofe caufe was jufl» 
they would efpouCe the fide of neither* 

'1 hefe fecret negoclations were very 
alarming to the Congrefi; ! they knew 
the dangers that would arifc from a war 
with the niiive Americans, affilted by 
the power of Britain : they had lately 
experienced how much mifchief they 
could do alone^ Ihe importance of a 
gdod undtrflandin;r \<tith them in fo 
perilous a liiuaiion as th^t of the Colo- 
nies awakened all their attention to 
prevent a rupture. In oider if poflible, 
to obtain their good will, they lepre- 
fented to them, that the Knglifli on the 
other iiue of tKcwatet, had formed thd 
wicked dcfii;n to enflaye them; and 
that tlury had only taken up arms to 
defend their freedom; they hoped t) erc- 
forc, that a% the ou^vu^ v«x»Nt.^ ^^ ^* 
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mcrica were the fr. efl proplf upon 
oatli, ilicy vvoulu notalTi.l nx taking a- 
%vay that liberty fmni others, of whicii 
they u-cre fojiillly fond the ntfilvts.— 
Were ihc En>;lilh agalt.H who .i ihoy 
were now fivhtmg, to overcame their 
brcthrrn in America, they wouKl foon 
iTiiike (laves of all the other penpl in 
that CLLiiitry, us the) were become fo 
prou'I and haii^^hty, tliat they would 
not iufl<.r the:i cmmaixJs to be difo*> 
bcycdy however ui;reafunablc and uii- 

juii. 

With reafoningi of this kind the 
cm iff ricii iA CoD^rrtT^ found means to 
piepufTcfs in their fivour the minds of 
many c.-f the princ p<il Indiana | they 
fuccceded even fo far ns to render it 
neccfTcJty for iht^fe who were employed 
on the part of t'le Ku^^lilhi to conlult 
th( ir perfonal (afcty by withdrawing 
themfelr-s. 

HavMi^ ihos provided for the fafety 
of the wcaked pjrt<i of the Confederacy 
thiy were now at leifure to look for* 
waul with lel<(:!nx'ety, and tc; profccntc 
thenfiuue of thofe roeafurcs, which 
would have I'ufI itd fo material an in- 
terrnptioi), Ii^id ihv endeavours of firt- 
ta u I'ucceedcd in biinging the Indiaut 
upon tliem at this time. 

'i he c'Ction at H;inker*t hill bad 
filled the Americans with much higher 
notions of ihcir ability to relill the 
ctfoun of Grtat Biituin th n they had 
cv^r entertained. Nwtwithilandiug the 
noted Iravery ef the Brit (h troops, 
tiiey l:?.d found uicaiis to face them in 
a manner, which though it did not 
pi.ice them up n a iu:I equ.dity of va- 
li.iir and oiicipli.-ie, yet IhuMed that 
they were a i-jriridablc enemy ; and 
th t tiicy kne.v i.ow to mukc thcmoli 
o\ every udvHniage. 

TliiK ptriiuaiion, which war certain <]r 
Well foundec^, a!iin.atcd th.m to a inr- 
p* ilng degree, and wss a circiimll/Dce 
wli.ch C]/ernted with >;icat furcc lu ail 
their delib.TUttdna : thole of Congreft 
i fclf. Took a bolder turn fr«im ih:8 
period. I hey had from the beginning 
been rclutmc and lum i but they now 



afTimed an arlour and otciir 
which iodicatci >hat thcT felt tho^ 
itrenqth, T:».i were entirely conMcoli 
that by exerting it Tigoroufly, ihef 
would be able to f*irnnnunt all d'fli'iil- 
ticK, and would not fail, with p^rfev^ 
ranee, to obi lin the end propoiea- 

Nothing waa more remaikaUi 
throu;;hout the whole of this aofor» 
nate war^than the religious manner wttk 
which. the people of the Northern C> 
lonifs cfpecially, encouraged each otb^ 
to do their duty in the iidd. It «> 
minded one of the ii.^rlar ineduds ft 
much recommended and pradliMMoag 
the oppi»nents to the K'^yal cwfe, ds^ 
ring the civil wan in £nglaa^ in ito 
reign of Charleb ihe Tiid. 

It was n't only in ti»e New EngM 
Provinces this religious fervour, piV* 
vailed : it was llrikingl]^ confpiewMi 
in both the Colonies of New Yorkaal 
Peni f;lvania. 

Tlie declaration of Congrefa^ wA 
the exhortation of theilcrgy prodnccd 
wondciful cffedts in the minds of ikt 
public— —Convinced ttiat they vcif 
h^hting in a righteuus eaule, pcopk 
toe»k up arms evny where with the 
oimoll ehearfutn.fs, and behaved ill 
manner ih»t fully verilied the masifls 
that a perittafion of a£i:rg jnftly, inl 
alwriys infpire a man with c u aire, sad 
fu;ply the e.efc3s of knowledge aal 
diicij'h'r.e 

111 or. er to obvi ;tc the dangers t^4 
wotiid eniu*. Iroin the er.miLy of UiC 
liirfiansy a plan was fonr.ea b^pC^i* 
^ cfs vhetiby niore pent a ently M 
feci r\.' their fidtlity and iidncrtuce W 
t>e Coluniefi. Thy were i«i ided ioW 
Ict^eral diiiridsy over which, perfuM 
vvell Gonvcrfant in the lii'<:;u.ige, wajl| 
and rcanne-s, were appointed ascooi* 
millionc rs. '1 hey were to iiuiataiii I 
continual correipondi nee with l^Cir. | 
to watch all their n-uionai to he •#!• 
fitting to Lheui 'u\ ail their rcuiunibh 
r qnefth, and tu fupply tbrm in ifa«r 
Wuuts auU uecefiities. "^ 

For tnia pnrpofe a con fidrrabk -fall 
wamailcdiabd put ioio thcJuudr^ 
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pxnmifluMierBy to be diflributcd 
; the iudhns to their rtfpe<^ive 
iRicnts, and ttiercby to couiiund 
id savours of 4h« fame kind that 
J fed by their adverfan'es. 
:he mean time» it was become ne« 
' for Con^^refs to come to a de- 
i refolutiofi in r^gird to the coR- 
ry motion made in Parh'ament by 
liniftry. Ii had already been 
d at in the declaration they had 
icd touching the iiccefiity of their 
; up arm:., and rcprcfeuled in a 
nfavourabic light. 

the friends to this morion in 
nd thought very differently, and 
vea fo fanguine as to promifc a 
cccption to it, and that people in 
ca would probably coufkicr ic as 
:ninary ;o reconciliation. 

this cxpc^a'i'.n, a gentleman 
I office, was directed by mini 11 ry 
I* up a formal noiiiicartMi of their 
ipoa this marter, in otdcr to be 
laicated to Congrefs* 
; imprcflion wuiqh waft made oa 
nds of the Congrcfs by this no- 
on, did not cor refpond with the 
aticn formed in England : they 
rd it with fccTiing indififcrence, 
leaO of taking it into immediate 
^ration, it waa ordered to lie on 
blc with other papers. 
is fiiU two months before th/e re« 
F thj committee to which they 
d it, was brouhht into dtbate. 
^been received on the thirtieth 
r» and the Congrefs came to no 

opinion about it till the lall day 
f enfuing. 

! cxpliciinefs of the opinion they 
ed upon this occaiion, made £ull 
s however for their tardinefs* It 
every refpcA an ultimatum to 
M>{al8 on the part of Great Bri- 
ll (howed, at one view, t^e line 
>n u rally embraced by Aooerica; 
ed too that it wasinecoverable, 
the fuperior ilrengtfa of Biitifli 
lould render it otherwife. 
.he time when the Coogrcfs drew 
^n4E4^ (he •'Toaciliatory |mo* 



tion, their affairs wore a profperous 
afpcd^. The Rcyal ar-ny h id, tv^r 
fince the affair of bunktr's H:ll, beea 
blockadetl in Bidm : death and illncfs 
hadconfideraSly weikeneJ its ftrength; 
and the grtat fupcriority in nu.nbtrrs of 
tiie enemy, rendered it imprudent to 
attack then in the very (Irong poiirion 
they were in, till frofh fuccours arrived 
from Biritala 

The Ainericanft, on the contrary 
were daily increallng in ftrength, and 
acquiring expmence:— 'he whole couu • 
try lay before them ; and provifiont 
were cheap and plenty every wa*:re, 
Al! pofli')Ie encouragements wn-c g.vcn 
to tlio.'e wMo took up arms ; and, at 
prefent, the lervicc wa? eafy from the 
little force that ISiiLain pu^cfTed in A- 
meiicn. 

All thefe circiim(tances- emboldtrncd 
Ctngrefs to uecla^re its fcniiments to 
the world witliout any fuither rcllraintk 
They thought it ULceflT ry to aflume 
a (lyle of tirn\ncf4 a:id deci.'ion on 
this occadon, in order to forward 
the fpirit of afiiviry an-i entcrprize 
which was exerting itfclf fo diffjifivdy 
among all cLffes, and to which vasdue 
that fuccefs in fever 1 undertakings^ 
which partly induced C )ngre& to be* 
have fi> refoluiely ou this particular 
emergency. 

They had mux formed tliemfcrlves in* 
to a regtihir train of government: huili* 
lilies havi'ig put an entire end to th<^ 
authority of Great Britain, they were 
acknowledged every where, and conlj- 
dered themfelves of coupfe as LiwfuU/ 
invcfied with the power of t|ic Hate. 

lH>c diflentions prevaiUng in Geor- 
gia, had liitherto pccvtrnted tliat Colon ]^ 
from acceding to the geneial uoion . 
A pjwcrful p'»rty fiibUtled there in fa- 
vour of Great Bnrain, i.nd lung pre- 
vented its antagooiils from chuying 
there fchemcs uitocze« ution, with the 
fame facib'ty as in the other PrOviiueb : 
but it was at length ov<:rpou ercd by % 
majority, that increafcdin a fhort ti.r e 
fo conSaerably #• to bear down A\ 
oppofilioo* 
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A Provincial Congrefs afTi-mljted mi 
the bcginitiii;; of July, wSiv.-li aduptcdy 
ill tlirir fiillc-ll extent, a'l ihc Jt^tirini- 
nations lltat hid been taken Iry llic ^e^ 
nrrnl Con^refs of tiic prelVn^, aiul tl>:it 
oi the prtcciiiiig vear. DcputicTi y^-ire 
appolntctl to repcar to Con^^ref*, atid 
to notify their dci'ii^ tnj in clivcohfc- 
deiacv ; tiicy declared ifiat ii>twitli- 
llani1ingt!)e^6l(iof Parliainent uliichaf- 
fcftcd the other Colonics in fo i»ppref- 
live a manner, had not been extended 
totdnn, they viewed th^it (;m:lTi ^n ra- 
ther '^sn flight than u favour, and w^rc 
too well convinced of the juitice of the 
cl:iimsof Amttica, and ihc piopriciy 
of all tiie coh)nies uniii-g in one tioJy 
on this critical occalion, to renifiiii le- 
paraie from them, while invited by fo 
n^any motives. 

By this accefHon the Ccngrefs faw 
itfclf at the head ot all the linj/'ifli 
Culaiiici)ofi.*onfeqiii'nc( tiiroughout tiic 
continent, fioni the limiis of Nova 
Sicotin, to thiifc of riorida ; neither oi 
thcfc from vaviou:', ciiuf(.it had it tiihtf 
in their inclination anv inore than tiieir 
jMiwcr, to j>Hn the Ann^ncan ailidiice. 
But tluir litu^tion and ciri-u:ii!lanc«.-s 
yfitie fuch, tiiiit a$ no hinet'ii^ co'.iKi be 
cx;.;tciic fii m th.in, fu v;;ry liulc dc- 
trin.ent was apprt^htiiJed. 

/\i trorps ^cre continually ralfing 
and training in cvrry C^'hwiy, it was 
iiow deemed expedient to unite tliem 
inoic rfTcCliially toj^ctlier, by placing 
them under one heau. Ko this Intent 
it uasrefolveJy that a General ihould 
be appointed lu the fuprenn.e C(-mmand 
cjf all the force b that Ihogld be laiieJ 
throu;;hout ihe ct'iitincDt. 

Before fuch a tefoUiti> n was taken, 
the eyes of all America wcie ()X\:d upu>n 
a niaii whofc chara^'ter arid fiiiiefb tor 
fo iinportnnt and arduous a lit nation 
i^as probably the chief motive that in* 
duced the Colore f* tu declare it cx|>e* 
dient and neccIFary. 

This perfon was George Wafhing- 
tpn, u Gentleman w^ll known throu^h- 
ptit the whole continent for his gallant 
pch^yiour diiiittj^ tliv tall war. He luid| 



at an early perto«t of nfc, i^ifplayr^i 
UiihiaTy gcnuis that recoinmrnc'ril Inm 
to the peculiar notice of r.hofc whowrrc 
competent jtid>;ts. His irodctly wss 
iqual to his lurricyaod fiis difintetclted' 
tieU itU h'fs confpicuous. 

He was app* intrd by the nnanimoiH 
choice of the Q>o^«efs, Captain Gik- 
ral, iind ^onimandir ip Chief of ibe 
American Jimy, with asainplc a faUry 
as it was in their power to bellow, anj 
with a very cxtenlive dc^nc «if auili^ 
rity. 

Af\ec accepting of their nominaiioi 
with U!ifei;rucd re!tid^jncct he gex*! 
roi:fly declined all piGoiiiary cntiib* 
nienis. He earncft y dtfired inrj 
perlon prrf^nt to remcmher th.it heae« 
knvw)eJt»td himfelf nnrqunl to b 
mcr.ientuuus a chargr, aiid that he 
undertook it folely in Compliance with 
thrir p.tfitive reaudl. 

No appoiutuient could have becv 
mv.re poptdar. Lxcluiivc «>f hi« |iff^ 
fonal abiliticsi he pufTcifed an bAdcK 
forlur.Ct ^^hich he ei.Joyed in a p<4il( 
^nd hofpitahle manner. His difpi! iflt 
wasfr endly and affable, and his Mat 
viour element and becoming a maoof 
rank. All thef;f circuniflaiice^ contri* 
bued to render him very much beloved 
among Ms acouaintanccg and higUr 
rcfpec^cd by the public. 

It was in coiifequence of t^c rrputl- 
tipu he hgi julily obtained by chefs 
vari(»us qiialificatlonfi, that he wai cil- 
led, by the ui.jtcd voice of the people, 
to the impoitant employment thai wu 
nuwconfeired upon him. It wytooC 
only in Virgiiii:i, h\^ nntive counlryi 
that he lU)(,d fo l.i^h iu the gcurnjl < 
elUem ; his popularity wan noilrtini 
the other Provinces, thof^ of Ncif 
liugland efpecial.y ; and it wm« rt 
their panic nlar applivaiiont that be 
was now railed to the iuprcmc coM* 
n.aiid. 

The moll fortunate circumflancc ^. 
tending his eleAion lo thin officci wm^ 
that conttaiy tu what ufuallj happajf 
in fuch cafes, it was accofiipanicd ivilli 
Uii com^efition, aiyi followed hjf ^ 
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It produced iiniverfal fali$fac- 
Every one voted him, as it were, 
rtl m^fj that could be found in 
:a, for the purpofc of raifing 
xpectations, ind fixing their 
ice. 

peak impartially, he fully an* 
rver\ hope they had formed. In 
(c of an arduous war, and in the 
f fffquent and ftvere trials, he 
.e!y juilificd the opinion the 
lad entertained of hit vulcur, 
t, and pcrfvrerancc. 
appointment of General WaHi- 
W2S attended with other pro- 
) :— ^Horatre Gates, and Charles 
•o Englifh (>ffi.*ers,muchellcem- 
e military line, were chof'-nahe 
jtttaot General, the fccond Major 
I. Artemus Ward, Philip 
!r, and Ifrael Putnam, American 
of known bravery snui experi* 
Tre nominated Major Generals, 
hcfe were added eight Bridge* 
enerali :-^ their namci wcre» 
imeroy, Richard Montgomery, 
Wooller, >\illiam Heath, Jo* 
ipencer, John Thomas, John 
1, Nathaniel Green. They 
1 men of undoubted courage and 
y in their proftfHon. 
cry fuificienc and comf«)rtabfe 
nee was alfo provided for the 
and foUiers in the at my, and 
are taken to remove all occaliont 
plaint on that quarter, 
le bcpjinning of JulJr,Gcn.Wa(1l• 
rrpaircd to I he camp before 
, in order to^afTumc the com- 
if the army that invellcd it* He 
K>mpaniedbyGenrral Lee. in 
ilace through which thry paflcd 
ir jou»'ncy, they were received 
very deroonllration of refpect. 
were efcorted by nunriberi of 
ncDg who. had fjirmed thcmfclves 
mpanict of volunteers, and hon- 
Nfith public addreifes from the 
dal Congrefg of New Yoik, aoU 
: Maflachufet. - 

gtoeral Congrefs itfelf had 
M it wcrr^ the ftgaul io what 



manner theyexpefted the man they 
had chofen to liand at the head of the 
union, (hould be treated. The day 
following his appointment, they refolv- 
ed nnanimoufly, in a full meeting, and 
in tt:i m^ of great attachment and re« 
fpcdt, that having elected him to the . 
command of the forces employed in the 
maintcnarfceand prefervation of Ame« 
rican liberty, they would a(li(l and ad- 
htie to him with their lives and for- 
tunes in the defence of thate-Hufe. 

'i his fpirjt of unanimity and refolu- 
tion was diflfufed ihroughout the Colo- 
nies, in a degne that was never ex** 
ceedtd either in modern or ancient 
times. It produced the moft entrnor- 
dinary and wonderful tflfcds. Pcrfona 
of all ranks and all ages, were now to- 
tally taktn up with martial occupation! 
and ideas. Gentlemen of birth and 
affluence, mixed familiarly in the ranks 
with the common men, and went chear- 
fuUy through the fame duties and fa- 
tigue. 

At this memorable period, religiotit 
prejudices themfelves gave way to the 
enthufiafmof patriotifm. The meek 
and paflive tenets of the Quaker per- 
fuafioa, could not prevent many of 
their youth from entering into military 
aiTociationSi and learning the rudiments 
of war. 

The number of men actually in arfns 
at this time throughout the continent* 
was certainly very* conliderable : almo(h 
all men, incfeed, that were able to bear 
arms, made it their bufinefs to acquire 
the ufe of them by conllant practice 
and exerdfe, fo far as the indifpenfible 
calls of their proftffions would permit 
them. Every day produced frelh 
proofs of the warmth and eagcrnefs«of 
all individuals to concur io this military 
fpirit. 

Among other particulars, one hap- 
pened very worthy of being recorded, 
in the neighbourho<id of Philadelphia : 
—A fet of men aflociated, and formed 
a body, which, f^oro its being compofed 
of tide I ly people, Vfa%d^xvvi^\ti^\.t.\>\\^ 
Old MeD*t com^w^. V\, cati^V^ ^S 
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aSrHit fourfcorc men, all of tbem Gv*r« 
ID a a emigrants, who had fervcd ia rd- 
gttlnr armies, eiihcrr in Germany, or 
otiMnr parts of Europe. 

llic man whom they appoiiitcd to 
lead them to the 6eld, on the firli day 
of tbeir mufteft was near one hundred 
rears of age. He hod been furiy years 
in ibe military line, and had been pre* 
frat in icventeen pitched battles. The 
dnimmer wa^ eighty four* 

In place of a cockade in their hati, 
tfMry wore a black crape, to denote their 
concern at thofs unfortunate caufes 
thnt compelled them, in tl>e decline of 
liie, tu refume the prof».'i2ioa of arms, 
ill order to defend the libertyof a coun- 
try which had afforded theoi a retreftc 
frc>iH the opprellion which had forced 
them todbandoa their oaq. 

The very women became defirous 
OB this occalion, to ii^nalize the zeal 
they felt in their country's caufc. At 
a DKeting of tke gentlewomen belong- 
ing to the county of Briftol, In PenniyU 
T3Dta, they mads a large colledtion of 
money, to iit out a regiment raiftng 
there, and wrought a ma);niticent fuU 
of colours for their ofe, with devices 
and mottoi of their own compofing. 
The gentlewoman who was appoiuttd 
by the others to prefent them in their 
same to the regiment, made a very 
gallant and fpiritcd fpecch on thatocca* 
tioD, which (lie concluded by giving it 
in charge to the ofiSocrs and fuldiers, 
never to delert the colours of the ladies, 
if they ever wifhed that the ladies 
ihottld lilt under their banners. 

InftARCcsof this nature, though of 
little importaucc ia thcoiTelvcSi fcrvci 



however, to denote the general difp*i 
fit ion of a people. Thefc infUacci 
were numerous in every part of Ameri' 
ca, and tff dually contributed to keep 
up aad increafe th< fpirit of indepeo* 
dence, nnd the determination to Acs al 
danjiers infuppoit of the common caoicw 

What alfiUed no lefit, perhaps, it 
fortifying this difpofitioo, and aniina* 
ting all clafR-s to emulate each othti ia 
the fwTvice of their country^ was the 
praifcs bedowed on thofe that had fal- 
len at Lexington and fi uakcr*s HilL 
Both thefcr engagements were becooic 
topics of uaiverfal attention ; etciy 
puiticular relating to them, and evcrf 
incident that had bcfillcn the Amcii- 
cans upttneach of tbofie days, was d«tk 
upon with uncommon earncftncfr atl 
avidity. Thofe who had fallen wfff 
commemorated with unccaEng appbvfc 
and their names were ranked amasf* 
tlioie of the bravctt and naoft iUoftrioM 
patriots. 

The prints and publications of tht 
time, reibundcd, ss it were, with the 
glory they had acquired for tkeir com- 
try. The moft elaborate culoginot 
weie penned in their honour ; aid 
whoever had expired with arms in his 
handu, was rewarded with every cfr 
preiTiun of gratitude that could be pdi 
to his memoiy. 

A mong the fubjeds of this k!nd that 
eiercifed the xeal and ingenuity oiihc 
Americans, the death cr Warren was 
tLeiprincipal :— -He wa« cxtolled^as iht 
liamden of his day, atiti propolul ss 
the moll accompliCbed ii o^il ot isita* 
tion, to all who like him, were rcadf 
to devote thcuiftlves lot ihe ^uUic* 
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a^ms in Canada.^^Cb/7mbL\ St. John, Mmtreal^ taken bf 
Americans — J^ebec attacked by Generals Arnold and Moni^ 
erj. — t ran/atlions in Virginia^ in North andSoutbCaroUna^ 
liu Maffucbujetu 



IE Amencani now, flufhed with 
ie fuccefsfu) appearance of their 
wert exertibg tlieir activity in 
ing evtry advantage they had 
. They now faw the who'c 
rnty from N-jva Scotia t<) 
I, entirely in their own pol- 
They looked upon the trv>op8 
Lon, to be in fuch a condition, as 
to wi(h fur 1 releafe from their 
igSy by being permitted to retire 
hat town uiimolciled, than a« in- 
, or able, to venture an attack 
he powerful anny that fitrromid- 

this profjieroQS ftate of their 
(dances, tbcy now determined to 
; themfcJives no longer todefen- 
rafurcs. Ceiling their eyes on 
riouspartv of the britiHi empire 
lericag that lay mod open to an 
attempt, and from whence, in 
'fucccfs, they fhould derive molt 
:, as wtll as reputation, Canada, 
ailed the Provimn: of Quebec, 
td the moll likily to anfwer 
nHies and expectations. 
rat indeed inhabited hy a people 
ad long been their natural ene- 
but conqucil and habit had now 
eries of years familiarized tlieoi 
manners and ideas of the Eng* 
1 hough of a different religion. 
Id and tolerant difpofition of the 
I government in matters of. this 
, had entirely quieted all appre- 
Dson that account. They bad 
aring a lung fpace, enjoyed the 
igti of M tafj and cguitaUe 



fydem of ruling, and ht^n to feel a« 
attachment to it, fimndcd on the bcCt 
of reafons, the benefits and dumeilic 
happincfs it -had procured them. 
Though avcrfc to broiU, and willing 
to obey without murmur, they plainly 
perceived that the late regulations in- 
troduced among them, Were intended 
to render their Pro vincc totally depend* 
ent on the minidryt and to make tiie 
inhabitants fubfervient to its dedgus a* 
gaind the Englilh Colonies. 

Though the clergy and the noblefle 
were in the interell of the miciilry ; it 
was far otherwife among the inferior 
orders. They were almod to a man 
difpleafed with th« acctflion of autho* 
rity accruing to their fupcriors in cob-> 
fequences of the adl lately p ffed. Tiier 
rememtxircd with what hauglitinr:U 
thefe had comported thcmfclv^s in for- 
mer days^ when under the dominioti of 
France. They did not therefore wiOi 
for a return of that dependance and 
vafTalage under which the bulk of the 
Canadian people had folongbcen kcpt» 
to the great impovcridimcnt andoppref* 
fion of the community, and the evident 
obdru^ion of the gciicral prufperiiy of 
the Province*. 

The number of individuals who had 
removed from the Colunies into that 
Province, and the many others who 
had gone over to it from Britain, had 
powerfully contributed|to confirni thofc 
difpofitions in the French inhabitaius. 
The late fubverfion of theEngliih laws, 
was conlidercd b^ \Vvt. ^\\V\^\ Vex>\^ % 



10+ 



HISTORY OF THE LATE WAfL 



c-ndom cmbo!J;rnrd thof;: to fpcak their 
minds, wicli iincoiiiroulable frceJoirii 
they icprcfciitcJ toilu Cjuaiiuiis thuC 
ihcy W'^Yc ticata! in tii^ iiioil iinwar* 
iT.iitaMc maiiuc", r.:i;i that they wcri 
by no means httunJ t«> I'lh i.it to the 
new foiin. of atiniinlilt^ti ki fruncd 
for them by Parliai^.w-n;, a^ thty were 
totally repugnant to ilic fp.'rit ct' the 
Englidi coiillitutiuuy and aufolutcly 
illegal. 

They further ropr€f;rntrcI this acl 
as founded on i.ill -hijoj ;in.i v!cLtp:ii7n: 
it wai obt-iincd by tluii iVcrct ciu'inici 
the noblcfiV, who had barely made ufi 
€>flhtir name, lo iinluce the Briiiih 
minidry to procure the pafliig of it, as 
mi acceptuble deed to the gtuei'aHty of 
the Cnnudiaiis. 

This unworthy and furreptitious 
manner of ill treating, their co'.intry- 
mcn, oujjht therefore to be rcfe-iied, if 
theconuiiiinity meant to prevent the re- 
petition of that tyranny \vhic)i they had 
iu long endurcii, and fruitlel'sly eom- 
pUiued of« lillkindfortmie plact^d them 
under the influence o( an bnglilh Go- 
\ei-nmcnt, the fpiric of which did not 
allow any pjrt of the community to op- 
prffs the oilier. But this oppnlllon 
M'ould now return, and be felt more 
heavily than before, if they did not un- 
ite in defence of their j.ill and natural 
lights, and manfully refill all fpecieb of 
tyranny. 

Wiih fpecches and repreK-ntations 
of this kind did tlie (opponents of ini- 
i»iilry ill C^niida inflame the mindi of 
tliC people againft the mciirnre." pro- 
piifcd by gt»vernnient intlie plaii.iing of 
the Q;ii:bec i;d. Nor were iij'niiraions 
w:tuti;ig at tlie f.ime ti.Tu-, from thole 
v.ho fccretly wifh'wJ well to the C >lo- 
iiies, how fair Hnippoituwity the Cana- 
dians had at this pnfei't tisnc to cman- 
cipait theiiifilvis wh< lly frcim the 
(iiackles impofcJ on them by that i,iU 
Were they nowtohcinkcn lot'»c .Txi id- 
ly advice eontaired in the adilrcJ^s 
made to them by Congrefs, thty need 
never after apprehtnd ill-ufage from 
£jjU/w,ur aiJjolhtr pow^r^ aud wculd 



at once provide fir an nn'nterraptfl 
concrnuanceof domellic trduq^^ility aid 
huppincfs. 

The Ct»ngrefa wa<perfcf\ly tcqiiaiit* 
ed wiihth.-difeonteotK of the Canadians 
and of their averfmcfs to a6l agaijil 
the Ct>lo!UCS ; they knciV that ^ 
Biti'U fettlcrs ill that Province rati 
wi*.h few e::ccptions, inclined to faTov 
them, if it could be done with fiifety to 
tliemUlveu ; and that what chiefly ^^ 
tained them in obedience under the unr 
fyiUr.i of g'ivernmenty was their io- 
ability tu refill it. 

Tncy refleded» at the f^me ti^ 
that uiilefd the intent of that ad «y 
obiti lifted by an early oppo(iticin, it 
wuuld operate in a very fatal raanacr 
to their interciU. Il« profrfTcd' aal. 
a»v)wed purpofe was to ari;i Canada !• 
gainll the C'lonics. With Aich i ma^i* 
felt intiniation of the danger with 
M-hich they were threatened^ tkey 
would iliind inexcufdblc tu their coa- 
Aiiu^iitk, If they neglected any pradt* 
cable nu-ans of warding off fu terriUet 
blow. 

The only means by which to prewat 
it, was obvioufly by iliiking the firfl 
blowthemlelves, and making a vigoron 
attack upon that very quarter whik 
y<:t deiliiute of a power futhcicnt tore- 
l:*.l a fiiddcn and fpirited intpicflion. 

The fuccefs they had nict with af 
Crown Point aud Tieoiidcr.ig«)t had 
already pated the «^uy to an enterprise 
of thiu nature. I'hcy had, by taking 
them, broken down the fvucet, thaC 
guarded the frontiers of Canadai aacl 
were iK>w at liberty to enter, and con* 
tend on equal ground with the fiaaO 
nuniber of tioops rcmaiiiing for ill 
d^f nee. 

Tl.ey were duly ftDnh^e, on tht 
other hand, that by taking fo bold t 
flep, they changed at once the whoh 
nature of the w»r. From defenfive ua 
their part, it \htn became oflcDfivq^ 
ami fubje^iled them he ncefoi wards, td 
the imputation of being the aggrcfloirrf 
in thib unfortubatc quarrel : many nrl 
bcfcrcfuchan attempt bid warmly'] 
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I thctr caufe io Britain, would moo and unprecedented, noerely from 

>]y be offeoded at this meafurey the apprehcnQon of giving umbrag6 

IS them with hei)/htcning the to the Engliflu If they fincercly wifli* 

id increafing the mifchicf occa* ed the Americans to profper in their 

by this difpute. proceedings^ they would rejoice at any 

:y were fully aware, that the facceffes they might obtain : if, on the 

>Ies of refiilance, f<> far as they contrary, from a lukewarmnefs, or ig« 

itherto adopted them, far from norance of the necefiity of taking the 

condemned by the BritiOi nation, mod refulute meafurcs, the people of 

on the' contrary, abetted, and lingland (hould condemn them fof 

y juftified by a very confiderable fuch in enterprise, it iikrere better to 

equal at Icatl, if not fuperior in incur their difapprobation, than to 

T, to that which approved of the haz.ird the fafety of America by an 

es carried on agaiuii them. It untimely complaifance, for which their 

not, therefore, be prudent to real friends in Britain would be no left 

themfelves to the lofs of this ready to blame them, than all the ju« 

vill, and favourable inclination to dicious part of the world, 

among their Englifh brethren. As to thofe arguments that were 

miii^ht on a future opportunity, drawn from the danger of eiafperating 

highly fcrviceablc in their caufe* the enemy to a degree that might iu«^ 

:fc« reflexions, which were juRly creafe the refentownt be already felt ^ 

:d, occafiuncd them to weigh and provoke htOT to additional exer- 

^reat deliberation the probable tiona, they were weak and futile : h?i 

uenci-i that might refult from wrath was already kindled to the high - 

cing or declining fo daring a eft pitch ; he had done, and intended 

-e. The difpleafure it might to do all the mifehief that lay in hit 

in England was undoubtedly a power. Intelligence was daily arriv* 

ieable circumftance ; the Ame- ing of the vaft preparations he was 

ought ferioufly to endeavour to makintr to fubdue the Colonies. His 

re the good opinion afid friend- intentions were hoftile in the higheft 

f the EngliQi nation : it was a degree. To conquer, or to ravage 

>lc ol j..>6i at all times, but more Ainerica, was bis fixed determination, 

alarly in the prefent jun^^ure. —Did it bedome men of fenfe and 

ill the prefervation of tUemfelvea courage to hefitate in fuch a cafe a- 

) objcd of far greater impor- bout the propriety of any roeafure thac 

The ^di'lance they had looked could diftrefs an enemy fo outrageoufly 

England had failed them. Much bent on their dtltni6tion ? The rea* 

nee had been dif played in par- diell method %o obviate hh threats, 

t in the fupport of their caufe; was to (how him that they had not 

ns and remonftrances had been intin?idated the Americans, and that 

;ed in their behalf, and they had inftead of waiting for the iflue of hfs 

'eafon to think that their con- menacing declarations, they would 

nd principles were approved by anticipate etery ftep he propofed to 

proportion, peihaps the majori* take, and carry the operations of war 

\yc people in Britain. But it was into his own precinds. before he was 

lat thefe indications of amity to in readinefs to wage it upon their own 

rere all they were to cxpeft. A territories. 

of caufes would prevent any fuch In a quarrel ^^ch as the prefent^ 

ce t0 them from Britain as they where the roHng power was engaged 

dod in moft need of. It would on the one hand^ and fubje^s on the 

MTC be unwife to abllain from other, it was tlie worft of all policy to 

^ any fflcafurci however unwm- tcmp^mze. M^tTaXi<du hi^^^ tyt^l^ 
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produce pride, and avcrrcnefi to ter- 
minate the difputc from a notion that 
thctrfpirit began to fail, and tiiat they 
were fe:irful u{ giving too much of- 
fence » left it (huuid create trrecoDtilea- 
blenefs in the bread of an irritated 
conqueror. 

Were fentimcnts of this kind to be 
once admiitedg they would deitroy all 
fpirit and cner^'y in their councrlt. 
America had better end the conteft at 
once, by fubmifljon to the didlatct of 
Britain, than pcrfcvcre in it any ljii;;cr, 
iinlcfs weuk and wavering me&furea 
were totally difcarded. 1: was in vaia 
to expc^ favourable condiliont by 
forbearing to exert themfclvea. This 
would only be giving advantages to 
the enemy, and protraAing the war to 
iheir own detrimeuU 

The laws of warfod of nations al« 
lowed the fore Hailing of an enemy. 
In their particular cafe, it would in all 
probability prevent infinite mifchieC 
— If they fotbore to attack the enemy 
iu the quarter propofedg it would be 
|irecifely from tlktrHCC he would make 
the mo ft dangerous irruption. It was 
there he would colItA his principal 
force* and come upon them without 
delay,- ad foon as it was ready* H.ip- 
pily ior America, he was not yet in a 
formidable poiluie, nor could be duly 
prepared till next fpring. Now there- 
fore was the feaioa for adion.— They 
}ind fufficient numbeis to fpare fur 
fuch an expedition : it would be under- 
taken with more alacrity than any o- 
ther, as the purpofe of it was to fecure 
their back fettlcnients from the incur- 
lions of the Indians, whofe barbarities 
they were experimentally acquainted 
with, and multilU(2es of wiiom would 
nor fail to join a foe that would entice 
them by the double motive of pay and 
plunder. 

I'his buHnefs cou)d not be deferred. 
As foon as winter was over, fleets and 
Armies would fail from Britain to ini-ade 
their coafts, and their wliule ftrength 
wui Jd then be wanted to protect tbem. 
^^Tica wouid tbty ifctl tbc conltqucii* 



ces of having Df gkAed. to aonoj Ac 
enemy in the cffeAual manner oowtitti 
pofcd ; they wouid be aflailcd on ewif . 
fide, on that particularly to whidilUr 
attention was qow dinrScd. 

Thcfe were no farmifcs : it wai^ 
blicly known that large reiaforcematt 
were expeded at Quebec the cafoi^ 
campaign,wbich would, io conjuiiAM% 
with the Canadians and IndiaoSi fcte 
a confiderable army. With this, the d^ 
fign of the enemy was to penetrilci»f 
to the heart of the Colonies, wUSk^'t 
fuperior fbret was landed on t heirftoia. 
Hie only poflible expedient left'tlm 
CO lefTen thcfe difficulties, was by b- 
mediately refolving to inarch vilktf 
expedition to Qiiebec, and life (bar 
Qioft vigorous c^orts to innkethdfri 
ft Ives matter of that pUce. The pA 
felfiun of it would defeat the mdft^^ 
gerous projcA th^y had to apprehe^ 
aud ojpeii, iu all likelihood, a vaiidtjp 
of refourcet, by enabling the inhilJK 
tants to declare and a£t according !• 
their tnclinattons, which were wl 
known tobe favourable to the Cohmkib 

All thefecoofiderations duly we^- 
ed it were inconfiftent with foandpo* 
Key, to delay an attempt from wha 
they had every reafon to hope for fte* 
cefs. if they did not ri/k a previfti 
attack on their part, it was tnevitaKk 
on that of the enemy, and no doJkdft 
could be entertained that he would like 
every precaution to render it fucocfdiil 
whlth pecuniary advantages could pn^ 
cure. 

No time was to be loft ; for thQi|| 
the military force there was not noac^ 
rous, yet it was commanded by ta in- 
trepid and vigilant officer, whofe oiflk 
tary (kill and entcrprifing difpiofiti0%* 
made him formidable in any fitMliA 
be might be* Confiding in thcfe dii* 
litits the Bntifli admiatnration badb- 
trulled him with powers that i i fii ' te j i 
him abfolute maftcr in ihtPtoniiHSf 
which he was appointed ti o f tij fr^ 

He was comniiflioiiidd' td "if^ 
the people of Canad^i ind to v 
thcit huLdasaiatt the CdkmdkA 
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Canadiaas were tvrdy in their ob- 
ncct yet he woulJ, on ihe arrival 
Mfiforccaieots be Toon able to com- 
be m to it. He had already col- 
d a oumcrous body of lodiansiand 
promised more. The troops he had» 
gh fcW) were well difciplined ; and 
rther Icifure and opportunity were 
ired him, every thin^ was *3 be 
ied from a perfou of iiii fpirit and 
:iei. 

w<i8 w:th great rcafon that Con- 
I entertPined this opinion of G^^ne- 
Z!arltcn. Notwithftanding the dif- 
nca^es he laboured undtr in his 
3overnmentt fuch >vasbi3dihgence 
are, that with a handful ofreguIar<i, 
I finall number of fuch as he could 
upt)n, he found means to rcprefs 
1 afft^td* and to contain them in 
^on, though infinitely fuperior in 
gth, and contiuually encouraged 
If fccret machinations of the Colo- 
to throw off the Englifli yoke. 

confequence of the determination 
ongrefSf a body of three thoufand 
were put under the command or 
erals Montgomery and Schuyler, 
orders to proceed to Lake Cham- 
p where the flat*bottom boats wtre 
iring to copvoy them to the en- 
s of the Sorel, a river that flows 
Itre^t line to the fort which bears 
iKC, and there difchargcsltfelfio- 
e great river of St. Lawrence, 
hen General Montgomery, who 
rd the tirlt divifioni was arrived at 
n Point, he was informed that 
il armed veflVls, fome of which 
af conliderable force, were ftation- 
St John's, a fort of great (Irength 
e Sore], from whence they were 

to fail, in order to obilru6t his 
;e acrofii the lake, 
ign this intelligence, he hailened 
ill fpeed, and took pofFcflion of 
jid that commanded the mouth 

Soret, and fro.m whence he could 
ix their entrance into the lake. 

the arHv^l of General Schuyler, 
was' the fuperior. in Icommand, 
oiotly agreed ia publilhing a ma- 



nifefto, inviting the people of Canada 
to join them. To fuppjrt the djfi^ya 
of this declaration, they advanced to- 
wards St John's, liiualed about twelve 
miles from the lake; but theycoulJ 
not make good their landing under the 
cannon of ihaifort, andbcing apprelien- 
five, from the appearance of Hrength, 
ar.d the connteaance of the garrifm, 
that they flkould meet with great diffi- 
culties in fuch an attempt, they landed 
at a diltancc, m a part of the country 
fullof woodii fwampsand rivulets. But 
hcrethey were immediately attacked by 
a large body of indiaos, and found it 
neccffary, from the inconvenici.cy of 
their^fit nation, to retreat with all fpced 
to the liland which they had firll oc- 
cU|)ied. 

lilucfs having obliged GcnemI Schuy- 
ler to remove to Albany, the fole com- 
mand devolved upon Montgomery, a 
man every way fit for the bufinefs he 
was now intrufted with. He united in 
an eminent degree, the chara6\er of a 
foldier and a gentleman ; pcl'te, well- 
fpoken, and humane ; brave, cool, and 
thoroughly vcirfed in his prt)feflion. 

He foon found means, by his addrefs^ 
to detach from General Carlton num- 
bers of thofe Indians who had joined 
him ; and upon the arrival of the re- 
maining troops deftined for this expc* 
dition, he deiermined to lay ficge to 
St. JohnV 

In the mean time various parties of 
the Americans were difperfed over the 
frontiers of Canada, where the inhabi- 
tants received them with great friend- 
(hip and hofpitality. They not only 
furniflied them- with provilions, but af- 
filed in carrying on the ^ege, and 
riFiinforccd them wi-th numbers of their 
own people. 

While General Montgomery w?s em- 
ployed in this fiegc, Colonel Ail^n, a 
b^dd and enterprifing man, to whom 
chiefly the Colonics were indebted for 
the taking of Crown Point and Ticon- 
deroga, now formed the proje6^ of far- 
prifing Montreal. He marched to this 
place at the hc«d o{ ik. fe-^A v*t\^ '^^ 
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rcfolute udvcDturers^ like hfmfclf ; but 
the ufliccrs who wcie (lationecl therct 
lufing received intelligence ot his ap- 
proach, went out and attacked him with 
the militia and a detachment of regu- 
lars. His party was totally routed and 
liimfelf taken prifoner, with a number 
of his men. 1 heir treatment was 
rather fcvtrc ; they were loaded with 
irons, Allan himfelf not excepted, and 
fent prifoners to England on board 
|i man of war. 

The fiegc of St. John's went on 
(lowly at 6r(l ftir want of ammunition ; 
but General Montgomery having ac- 
quired a hrge fupply of powder, by the 
taking of C?mblee, a fmall fort at a 
little diflance from St. John's^ie now 
was enabled to pufli his operations with 
▼igour. 

The garrifon behaved with great 
courage, and fupported with uncom* 
moq patience the diflreffcs to which 
they were reduced by the want of fuf- 
firient provifions. They were com- 
manded by Major Prcfton, who ac- 
quired himfcif on this pccafioo with 
equal ikiiland valour. 

General Carlton, confcious of the 
importance of this place, made every 
poflible exertion to relieve it. His fi- 
tuation «^as in every refped highly un- 
f^vdurahle ; the regular troops in his 
pioviiicc s^crc now an incoLlidcraMc 
number ; the neccflity of providing for 
the defence of St. JohnN, had obliged 
him to garrifon it wiih the major part 
vf I hem : the fe>v he had left were 
difperfed at a confiJerable diAance from 
each othct ; aud it was chiefly upon 
uew levies he was now to depend. 

In this exigency, it was propofed 
by Colonel Maclean, an adtlve and 
giiiiai)t oflicer, to raife a regiment 
cut of the Scotch Highlanders tliat 
had lately emigrated from their coun- 
try : with this body of men, afiiiUd 
by fomc Canadians, the Colonel poAed 
Limfclf at the jundion of the Sortl 
*vilh tke river S:. Lawrence. 

la the mean time General Carlton 
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repaired to Montreal ; where, wtt' 
in fill it e pains, he coUefted about i 
thoufand men, chieily nativvt of C^ 
nada. With thcfe, and a few rega- 
hrs and Britifli volunteers, he fet oaK 
to join Colonel M«icleiiii, intendiBgia 
march with him dire^bly to the rdkT 
oi St. John's. 

But the Provincials, who pefceiid 
his defign, gathered a fuperior farce^ 
and attacked him on his eodearoming 
to p;iGi from the ifland where Mdt- 
treal ftands, to the eailem fliore : his 
Canadians were foon nvuied by tbe 
Provincials, and the whole fchcme 
was defeated. 

Another bc^y of Canadiana wk 
had joined Colonel Maclean, hearing 
of the difafter that had befhllen their 
countrymen, abandoned him iniUotlffi 
and he was compelled to hatleo ba^ 
to Qiiebec with all pollible fpeed. 

I'litfe two fucctflive defeats weft 
pnw<:rful encouragements to the A- 
meiicaiis, who were befleging Sti 
John's : they carried on their worb* 
with double ardour, and made fueh a' 
progrefs, as to prepare for an sflaiilf - 
on the body of the pl«c«. The gar- 
rifon as refolutcly waited for it, in*ead- 
ing to defend themfdvea to the laft 
extremity. 

But the news of the twolaft aa« 
fucctfdful engagements beii>g commiH 
nicated to ihem, ani the steer impot 
fibihty of being fuccoured repreCeoted 
by General Montgomery, they yielded 
to neceflity ; and as any further defence . 
could only occafion needlefs bloodflicdi 
they confentcd to treat for the fuma* 
dcr of the fort. 

The terms demanded by the garri* 
fon, were, to be permitted to witadfafT* 
to Great Britain ; they bad evca iv« 
filled, at iiril, on fome days refptCTt i« 
cxpe^ation of General Carltun bciig . 
able either to raife the fiege, or thmtP 
in refrefhmentt and fuccoara | h0 
L«)th thefe requefls were pcremMoritf 
denied. The only tenna mMm* 
thcoDi were to match out with the kHf!^' 
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of war, 10 confidcratiofi df their 

It bchaviunr ; but then to lay 
their armty and deliver them- 
op ns prifonen. They were per- 

d to keep their privalc property ; 

other refpe^s were treated with 
hamanity which charaderiied 

•ral Montgomery. 

ic reduction of fort St. John took 

00 the thifd of November, feven- 
e, Th^ n amber of prifonert 
nted to upwards of five hundred 
arsy and near two hundred Ca« 
ns : among thefe were fame of 
rinci|Al nobleffe of that Province^ 
had very zealoufly embraced this 
ion of tcAiff ing their attachment 
idclity to the Britifh government, 
le lofs of this place was a l.eavy 
pnexpe6led blow to the Britjih 
:(l iu America. I'be flower of 
military and of tbc Canadians : 
here. Jt wa^ univerfally expec- 
hat General CaiUon would have 
able to reheve it. His ill fuccefs, 
rh proceeding from caufes that 

it inevitable, and which neither 
lor falourcould cppofetraifed the 
atton of hit antagotiifts to a high 
, and added frefti courage to the 
ricans and their adherents. 
le body of Provincials who had 
celled Colonel Maclean toaban- 
he poft of Sorel, Joft no time in 
ing batteries on the point pro* 
ig furtbcrmoft into the river St. 
rcncf, with the view ofprcveut- 
hc (hipping at Montreal from 
^ to Quebec : rafts and other 
rudioQS of that fort, well pro- 

1 with cannon, were llationed in 
iver, and every preparation made 
could efiedually obftrudt 4he Ge- 
's pafiage* 

ere, again, the Amr ricans met 
the completed fuccels. After 
al fruitlefs attempts made bj the 
d vcffcis from Montreal, to force 
way down the river, they were 
ke4 ID their turn, forced to retire^ 
purfued by the Provincials, who 
now become maAerv ol boih fidfj 



ofthefhore, and threatened to reduce 
Montreal as they iiad alieady done 
St. John's. 

After taking this fortrtfs, General 
Montgomery advanced immediately 
with his vi^orioua forces towards 
MontreaL His approach bting daily 
cxpedied, the few Biiti/h forces in that 
town repaired for fafety on board the 
/l;ipping, in hopes of fume aufpieioua 
opportunity of efcaping down the 
rivtr ; but it was fo well and fo clofely 
guarded by the Pruvincia) i9uatij)j;r 
batteries, that all efcape was fonn dif- 
covered to be impradlicable. Thu«, 
whether in the town or in the (hip- 
ping, they now faw that they muik 
unavoidably fall into the hands of the 
Provincials* 

In this extremity, the principal of 
the Briti(h and French inhabitants 
applied to General Montgomery, for 
the grant of a capitulation ; but he 
gave them to underlland, that being 
dcfencelcf& and entirely at his difctc- 
tion, they could not expedt fuch a coo« 
ce (lion on his pait ) as became noty 
howerer, with any intention to op- 
prefs or moUH them, but, on the con- 
trary, to give them protedion and fne* 
dom, iie would proinife, in a folemii 
manner, that they (hould remain in the 
unviolated po(riflion of all their pro- 
perty and -right!), civil and religicus. 
He exprefTed his hope, that the Can- 
adian! would fpt criily have an opppr- 
tunity o( fLttling their govLHimetit and 
laws conformably to their own de(ire« 
in a Provinriiil Congrcfs of their 0W9 
churiiii^. This would eft,ibliih theic 
freedrm and dttmeUic r.fTjirii upon a 
peimaoent footing, and (deliver them, 
irom the inco*)veniencic8 of which tl.cy 
jdllly con^plaincd undir the form of 
gofernn»eiit lately introduced amcnj^ 
ihcrn for iniquitous pur{M)fe<i. 

He engaged, that in the n can t>rr>a, 
the execution of the laws ihttild he 
conduced as near as pt>i'iib!e in the 
fptritofthe iiugli(h coi)(litutlon, and 
that the people fiiould be tr^sLUd <m\vK 
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ikf titmod lenity both to private anj 
|--ubltc concerns.* 

J-Iaving thus adjuded all matters to 
the entire fatisfadion of the inhabi- 
t «iit9, \\c took pcacraMt: poflcfliun of 
??ontrcr.l on the thirteeiitii day of 
Korrmbcr, Icvcnty-fivc 

After the lofs of St. John's, and the 
fur render of Mnn!na), people began 
lo thiuk that Qjirbcc would (hortiy 
fliare the fame tate. iJeiii'^ute of a 
fMfnciciit garrifon fur its defence, and 
iu.lof mal-cnntcntSy it feeir.ed to ofTtr 
i fcifan eafy conquell to the Pio«iuci« 
si army^ elate with fuch rapid fiKcef- 
fcB, and led on by fo able a CDnim.tn* 
oer. It wds not doubled thin would be 
1)18 next atteiUpt, aud the general ex- 
pc&ation wii9, that he would fucceed^ 

Wliat CiiQtributcd ]>artti'Uicir)y to 
this appreteufiony was theabfence of 
the Govrrnor, who was himftlf in the 
ftioft imminent danger of being made 
prifoner ; in which cafe all hopes of 
prclerviijg either the capital or the 
proviuce itfclf^ would be tinally given 
up. 

General Nfontgomcry, who fnlly 
knew the importance of making fucit 
a prize* neglcdied nothing to fecure it ; 
Le waa diligently conflru^lin^ flat 
Ijoatty to carry gnns of a fufficicnt 
weight of metal to attack the Bfitiih 
armament on his fide, and thus to put 
it l>etwcen two fires. 

No cxpe6tation now remained of ef> 
fedling Its efcape : all thai couid pof- 
fibly be attempted, was to wai<-h the 
opportunity of a dark ni^ht, to carry 
the Governor fafely off. This was 
happily execntcd accordingly, in a 
finail boat, rowed in the protoundtft 
£lencc with mufflvd pjddleii initcad of 
Oiirb, of whiih the motion would, by 
its w)\\t^ h tv; inevitably occalioned ao 
a I arm a^iun^ the enemies craftf fo 
f)i!ckly n iiioiK'd along the riv^r. 
- Hivin^ ihuH provided for hii» fafety, 
t^j next jlep was to capitulate with 
tlie I'lOviitcialti ; but the cooditious 
\vr:e euiirily thoir own. The whole 
Br.t}fi:n,iit wati oiA'^f^cd to funrndtr ; \t 
c-^aMLil of cksxu iir.ocd vcfl^lsi WiCli 



1 immber of prifowvt^ Come a 
British officers of rank ; Gcoa 
foot Wda one ; together wkh 
confiderable quantity of militarf 
111 thiv manner »ai the whu 
minioa of Dritaiir in Gaoada r 
to the city of Qiiebec. Thr ce 
of its being loU with the reft«a| 
the more certain and indofaitaU 
was now threatened bf an ene 
lefs intrepid and entcrpriliog 
Montgomery himfeif. 

Thi» new enemy waa Colonel r 
a man of the id oil undaunted ci 
and fingular a6tivity«. While tl 
vincial army was eiic»mp«rd bcfbi 
ion, he conceived tha bold dei 
invading Canada, in a manner nc 
attempted, in the many expei 
that had taken place during tiic i 
wars that had been waged in A 
between the French and the J 
Colonies. 

Hitherto the only pradicabk 
to that Province was bv the I 
they afforded the only convenient 
municatioo even in peace. l«ittJ 
it expelled that a military fiiro 
tended, by alltheincumbranccaut 
would ever imagine it were poffii 
penetrate that country by any 
way. 

About the middle of SrptemI 
body of chofen men, conliUiog oi 
twelve hundred, left the camp of' 
ton under the command of ColuneJ 
uold. They proceeded to New 
a fea port, Atuatcd ar the* muo 
the Merrimak, fron'wheace ihq 
barked for the mouth of the IL 
beck. 

'J'hia was the river intended to 
the line of their expedition. Ita 
was at no great diltancefraroQii 
the ultimate object of their UfKM 
ing ; but its itrcain waa nptdt 
dillicult to be ftcmmrd; and b 
was drowed with a multitude oti 
that made it exceifivcly dangaMM 
They began this laborionsandMi 
ing navigation on the t«Qnlyii(|p 
^1 of Sc^eob«r,-^ihey m«4 
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con ftint1yt« work upwards agafn^ 
impetuous clirrcnt, that frequently 
fct their boats, or tilled them with 
:r. They were often compelled by 
ra^ and other impediinentfl, *'> 
and continue their inarch on iliore. 
cd with their boats and other war« 
burdens, no lefs cumbcrfonac. In 
encountering of thcfe, and many 
;r difficultlesy they fufFered great 
'8 of (lores* and provifions ; to fay 
ling of the exceffive fatigue they 
erwent continually, the carrjing- 
ea proving not feldom very long, 

full of obftru^ions, one of thcui 
ching no Icfs than a dozen miles. 
D the midll of ihefe inccflant diffi* 
Ie8» Colonel Arnold exerted all his 
lance to prevent a furprize. The 
ans, indeed were the only people 
1 whom fttch a thing could he ap* 
tended in the frightful wildcrnefsin 
:li he was now engaged, in ordrr, 
ever, to obviate any danger of that 
1, b-.'lides the ftrided guard and 
>Dut on every fide, he ufed the 
laution of reaflcmb'liog every nij^ht, 
neencamp-nentithevarioasdivifiuns 

had marched a part during the 

kfter reaching the head of the ri- 
Kennebeck, they had (lill to make 
r way through forcfts and fwamps, 

over mountains and the rocky 
mitsnfthofe high ridges of laiid 

feparate New England from Ca- 
I. 

he prodigious hardfhips they had 
crgone before their atnval at this 
e had occafioned numbers of their 

to be fickly. In theii progreCs 
g the (hores of that river,- they had 
etioies been forced to clear a paf- 
, by cutting down the underwood, 
niles. l*hefe continual obllrudions 
rded them fo much, that on fome 
I they could hardly get four or live 
s forwardi. Their provitions, too, 
1 the frequent lofing of them by 
dents on the water, and from the 
lut and unczpedcd length of 

painful jouriiey, were become fo 



fcarce, that manv of them were obli- 
ged at lad to kill their dogs fur fnod, 
and to have recouTfc to other iiuha cd 
that fort for their fudenance. 

Oil quitting Keuncbeclc, Cflonel 
Arnold, in order to rid hinifcU of ai 
iiicumbrancep, difmilFcd the lick and 
difablrd, and with his own diviliuii 
proceeded forwards with all polliblc 
fpecd ; but unfortunately for the expe- 
dition, here one whole thiid of hit 
people with a Colouel at their head, 
compo/iug the rear diviilon, took ad- 
vantage of his abfence ; and pretend- ' 
ing a want of fufficient providons, de« 
fcrtcd him, and returned home the 
way they came, 

Uadiimayed by thi's defertion, the 
body under Colonel Arnold pufhed 
onwards, and after having, with the 
fame courage and fortitude as before, 
overcome a variety of obftacles, they 
arrived at length on the banks of thct 
Chaudiere, which difcharges itfclf into 
the river St. Lawrence, nut far from 
the city of Quebec. 

On the third day of November, fall 
fix weeks from the beginning of the 
dreadful march of which they bow faw 
happily an end, they entered the culti- 
vated parts ot Canada, and met witU 
the habitations of men, after having 
loll figlit of them for auuvc a month. 

They met with the fame welcome 
that hail been (hown to their country- 
men in other parts ; they were luppli- 
ed with all kinds of ntceflarics, and ex- 
perienced every fort ofencouragemcac 
they could dtfire. 

'i'he Canadians were (Iruck with a- 
mazemeot, when they beheld an em- 
bodied force emerging, as it were, from 
the bofom of the wildcrnef<<. They 
were not unaccu domed themfclves oc- 
cafionally to vifit thofe deferts in hunt- 
ing parties i but it had never entered 
into their conceptions, that it was pof- 
fible for human beings to traverfe fuch 
an immenfe wild, where obiirudions 
arofe at every ftep, chat had hitherto 
proved infiirmountable; and where Na- 
ttirt illdC (etint^ \.f» Wn^ Wca^^vw 
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facli *;) alttfmp*^, by tlirouin^ ihi moil 

«)rt.\Jfu!aadicriiivinjdiicuar<!Jsaic:iu 
III t!i«rir way. 

'Vlt n«#vi-[ty of the cfiterprizc, the 
fjtiiit :hat gavj it biriri,ihe i:itrcpiiiity 
aii'l genius i1i.it co(aiuut«.ii i*, the 
courage am] cuiiitui:i*y with wLidi ic 
wa§ atchitveJ, all cnntributic to ren- 
der it the molt ttrikiiis; and niiinorable 
event that happened duiinir tlic war. 

Ic did the higiieii honour lu it& con- 
c?u:lor» and lo ihotc lie ioinmatukd : 
rhry Were chiefly N;:iv England ineu ; 
major part of whoin had nrver bccu in 
war. It fiiowed they poIUiL'd the 
innate bravery of their fori lathe is, and 
wi'rc truly defers Li»^ ine name of ling- 
Lihi-nen. 

But it wa« not only in Amtrrica thif 
cxpi'dition was extolled, as a feat of the 
RiiJil confummate (k.U <>nd bri'Virv; it 
W4S fpoken of in England iticlf, and 
ever all Europe in terms of the hi^hett 
admiration, and allowed by military 
judges to be an exploit of the firll 
rate mcrrit. 

While it wa? viewed in this light by 
the European world, we are nut to be 
iurprifed that throu^^liout the Ameri- 
can continent, tlie people whom it fo 
ileeply interelled, ihould reprcfeut it as 
one ot the moil ttupjiidousti-diifaftions 
tihit ever happened in war, and comp- 
pare it to the inirch of Hanuibai over 
the Alps. 

While the inhabitants of Cmada 
were in this flatc of ailoniflimrnt at the 
hiiUncfs and fucccls of the New En;^- 
la id pcopK', Colonel Arnold piiblinwd 
a declaration in the nnme of C'neral 
Wdlhin^lon, which h.id been previouOy 
c;)nceriei bctwcja them on hi!idci)ar- 
ture for thisexpcditiiin. 

it invitid thein to acc:de to the gc- 
rcral nnionoi the Ci'Ionie&, and to figUt 
I k;: thtm for /Vin;:rican frtedo:n a- 
^linti Euroi>c'.ni op]>re(Iion. ''I 'hey 
vere toLi th.u the ii.ientiou of Coii- 
^refs in fendiiu^ troops an.ungft them, 
Vfdh by no means to tzercife hollilities 
bui to give them cgunteoaoc^ aud pro* 



tc3.ion, and afford them ao opponinii 
tv of aflcrting their uwd jull rigktfc 
F4r from cootideriog the C^iiadiaus 
tiicriiics, I hey were ilri^ly ordered ts 
iri-.it thtm as fiiwods and allies, irit^ 
whom they were jointly tu co opaaie 
ill expelling the common enemy. 

lu coufequence of ibcfe Idcmoal^ 
fiiraiices, they urere dcfired to reniia 
in their dwellings with the utnoft cos* 
lidciice andfecurity* and tu furoifii tbe 
troops with aU the ncccffartcs in their 
powcf, for which they might depctd 
upon full payment. 

'I he intelligence ufCuh>iicI Amoki'i 
arrival in Caiuda, together with the 
furprifing manner uf his having peic^ 
trated through fuch a multitude of ob> 
ftacles, threw the city of Quebec inla 
the utino4^ confternatioa. it wasst 
Khii>jun^lure in a very weak fiiuaiiot. 
Tlie inhabiiants, and cfpecially theai* 
tives of Britain, and i>f the Colooici 
fettled there, were highly averfe to the 
Quebec adi, and with the general fff- 
tern relpeding the Colonies. Thck 
difcoatenta had expofed them to the 
refentmeut of the ruling powers ; thcf 
were mitlrullcd and regarded as fecict 
enemies, who would not fail to feixe 
the fi ril opportunity of aCling openlf 
an hollile part. 

In the Qican time, their behaviow 
wa« fuch as inanifclU-d how much thcf 
conceived themlVlves ill ufed by the 
prcfercHLe given, n& they t'aidi and 
partiality Hi own to thufe CanadiaBi 
and Lriti(h indiviiluals, who differed 
frjm them in fentimenis, sind affe&di 
on that account, a luperior degree of 
loyahy. 

Jjini and bred in principles of £rci> 
dom, they complained that they could 
not cxprefsthcmfclveft on tbefc fubjcAl 
firmly and explicitly, without iocoiriaf 
the ccnfure of the aJvcrfe party^ aaa 
being rcproaolied with malevolence ta 
their kingand country. 

I'hey imputed to thefe injariooi 
ftifpicions the rcfufal to embody thcii 
^r the dcfepcc gf tbe ciiji whea ikcf 

kid 
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rr^urKrd ir» and at a time^ when 
n thi dcpanurc of &)] tlir military, 
raa left id a ftatc abfiilutcly de 
firlh, nolvnthftanJing the im- 
ft property it cnntaincdy which 
{ Ubdvoidabty have fallen into the 
da of the Provii.ctahy together with 
city, had it thtn bre» aiiaeked*aa 
aa (faily apprehended. 
lUt the En^hih fettled at Quebec 
e not the only inaltcoment» there ; 
fiar greafer ii umber of the French 
ibit?At8 were in the fame difpnii- 

• As the Quebec a6^ affected the 
rior rbflrs airong* them chiefly^ 
igh they did not diire to vent their 
itisfaflion at it with the fame free 

as the nativei of Britain, yet ihey 

* nu left ready to oppofe it io every 
e they could, without coming to 
I refitlance 

ei:her was it doubted, that they 
Id at laA have rec* urfe to thia^ if 

circumftancea (hould pfovc unfa- 
able to the interell of Britain in 

Culony. 1 'he behaviour iif their 
iir}-n>en in many parts of the Fro- 
e, thofc rfpecially remote from the 
feat of goveritmcnty and where the 
:itude was under no controul had 
bited convincing proofs what little 
rndcnce could be phccd on their 
:hmcnt| and was a fuffijient e.nncft 
hat might br cxpr6\ed from the 
ich inhabitants ' t Quebec. 
he heatt burnings and animofities 
flarily arifiug fri m thtfe caufes, 
- at their height wh«n Colonel 
uM made his appearance on the 
>(ite (hore, in fight of the town* 
kily for the place, intimation of 
approach had been given time 
igh to remove all the boats and 
1 craft, otherwife he would pro- 
y have made himfelf mailer of it 
be firll moments of the general 
c he had occaConed. 
hit dila'ppointment retarded his 
ge feme days ; he wa« obliged to 
f io the Canadians for aiEllance ; 

givf it with great cbcariolociii. 



Bur another difficulty renainei! : tl^e 
river was guarded by frigates ai d arrn* 
. ed vcffela, that were now p ftei in 
fuch a manner, as to render hif p liTage 
impracticable by day. ' He was com- 
pelled to wait for an ohkoie night, 
favoured by which, he found meansy 
by great management and circamfpec- 
tion, to elude the vigilance of the meo 
of wars people, and tc land his men on 
the other lide of the river. 

In the mean time, neceffity bad 
elTtded a reunion of all parties in 
Quebec. 1 he property contained in 
that city was fo gre^it, and the appre* 
henfion of loofing it, fhould the city 
be taken, fo well founded, that- both 
Lngliih and Canadians agreed to join 
fincercly and cordially in its defence. 
1 hey were according to their defire, 
formed into an aimed body, and did 
military duty with all poffible ala* 
crity. 

In this exigency, application waa 
made to the men of war in the river 
for the afliitance of all their failors and 
marines. They were landed accord- 
ingly, and were ftationed at the cannon 
on the ramparts, where they behaved 
with their ufual intrepidity, and did 
efiential fcrvice. ' 

in fuch a march, as that executed 
by Colonel Arnold, it had been utter* 
ly impoilible to bring any artillery* 
He now greatly experienced the want 
of it. He had found none in hts crofl^ 
ing through Canada. It is probable 
that he relied upon fome fortunate 
contingency fur a fuppiy to neceffary 
fur his prelent undertaking; or that 
he promifed himfelf to be able to carry 
the place by furpnzc ; or poffibly, 
that the numbers of the welIwi(htra-to 
his caufe, would have overpowered the 
other party, and delivered the town 
into his hands. 

On the fulling of thcfe espeAatiooir 
he had no other plan to follow thaft 
to fei2e the avenues to the city, and 
cut off its ccmmuuicatiOfl with the 
F cQuatn( 
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country in onkr to diftrvfti it for want A difpofitioD of this nmtuit «V 

i:>t provlGoiiBy and thereby accelerate not to be coinbated with the Irveruy 

its rc(^ud\ioD CO the airivul ofthcfe of military difc;pliiie which wooU 

troops that vcre now daily cxpc£ted ha?e qalckly occafioned difooutert 

to bcrlicrgcf it in due forni. and defrrtioni and thus put an end It 

He pofttd hi.Tifdfon the heights of the operations iuteaded. On chh oe* 

Abiam, famous for the victory and caftoo the Geoeral had couAant ca> 

i til of General Wolfe, in the late war. ployment for the ▼arious abilitici k 

From thence he It" t a Jl i^, fummon- pofT fTcd. His difcretiuOt hit firiraefib 

JDg the town to fuircuder ; hut the his talent of perfu ad in <^» were all need- 

garnfin fiied at, and rcful'ed to admit ed to keep together men» who had at 

liismdlagc. Finding this trial inef- other motive to induce their ubcdinoei 

fcdual, he withdrew to fome diiUuce than zeal for the coonmoo cauCci lal 

from it in c.i dcr to rcfrcdi his raen ; rcfped for his charafier. 

not forgetting, however* to place In the mean time Genenl Carkoi 

them in, fucli a pofition as to intercept was returned to Quebec. Hit pK* 

all fupphcs from without, ilere he fence was itfelf a garrifon* His c^ 

ilecermincd to remain till joined by ertions were fuch as befpolu themol 

thofe forces that had taken St John's determined refifl^nce, and contriboKcd 

and Montreal, and which he doubted by their prudence to reviTc the cua* 

not would ufe their urmoil tndea- rage of all men. That no ,dan^ 

vours to clofe tlie rucccfbful campaign might be harboured within the watt^ 

they had made by the taking ot Que- all that were unwilling to bear arms 

bee. io defence of the town, were ordotl 

This was their enrne(^ defire, as well to quit it. The force he bad wM 

as th.it of General Montgomery, who carefully exercifed^ and tho^igh fonl 

commanded tbrm. The furrender of and confiding motily of people uduM 

Montreal had (upplitd them with the to arms, it became fliorily ripat 

cloathing necifTary for fo rigorous a and ufe ful beyond their own expcdil^ 

chmate as that of Canada during the tions. 

winter feafon. It wa*( n(«w begun, and Had any army of fufHcient ftrength 

))ad been fevcrely felt by them ; but invelU-d the place, the garrifon itooa- 

fuch was their conhdtnce in the abili- tained would not certainly have protcd 

ties of their General, and their rcadi- fufficient to defend a town of fuckl 

iiefs to fecond his dcligus, that they fize, and encompafTed with fuch txto* 

bore all hardships with the grcatclt five fortifications. Tlieir whole ^ 

puticnce and alacrity. mount did not exceed (isteen hundred! 

Such hchdviiuir in them was the a:nong whom there was only 

mote fiu>;r.Iar zvd uncxjH^^ed, as the company of regulars^ and a fca 

natives of ciie Biiu Hi Colonies have a rine». The chief dependence wai vpoa 

jtinaikable antipathy to regular and the fca men, who were about five hua* 

formal fubcrdination : the people of dred. 

!Ncw Englan'I ifpeciaily, are much Happily for the garrtfoOf the bar 

more iiitolerant cf concroul than the fiegers were not fo fuperior to thc4 

otherj, and are peculiiirly avcrfc to in point of numbers, as to cauCe audi 

;iny, exterior display of authority. In apprehenfion ou that account. IttW 

tiiefe rtfpcdls, tte Ci lonills partake juilly forcfeen, that with proper own!" 

cf the natural dir^nfitiun of their agemeut,afufi?cicncy of ftreDjjrih 

iis:ig!ib<'urs, the Imiians, who are no* be found to cope with evtrjr 

torioudy more jealous of their perfo- they might make; and that it 

ttal iniiepcndence than any other race (hould become mallcn of Quebec^ 
of men* 
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be much more owing to their 
' aqd vigour, than to the mul- 
>f harxftf they could employ, 
ing thus taken enVctual mea- 
>r a refolute defence, uoaoiniity 
itidciice were happily reitortj 
the infjabitantsi and they ehear- 
repared to give the enemy a 
.reception, whenever he came. 
imi>cditTieiits of an efTcntiul 
lih'tated in their favour at^ainit 
my ; the iatencfa of the feafon, 
defe£l ot artillery. The fnows 
: uif and the ro^ds were deep 
■y, and impracticable for the 
ing of heavy canuon. 
with all thefe advantages, Gc- 
loolgomei7 determined 10 pur- 
eutcr prize he had pr>jodled. 
i aware, that if he waited for the 
"if fiiir vtather, lie would have 
lore difBcult tafk ; the garrifon 
be reinforced, and he would 
uperior (Irength to encounter, 
vould at once put an end ,to all 
:s upon Quebec. 
-5 the fittfi of Deceml>er before 
red in fi^ht of ttiat town, after 
g a variety of hardships in 
ig from Montreal. I'he dif- 
at one hundred and fifty miles ; 
, which at a mi'der time of the 
ould have been traverfed with 
int it was bow a (cene of con* 
interruption. Winter and cli* 
mfpired againd thorn ; it was a 
rial for the northern ColonilU 
ere with him, but thofe who 
om the fouth were ready to fink 
t. 

le mldfl of all thefe difcourage* 
the fiegeof Qnebtc was opened, 
be fewneU ot his forces. Gene* 
itgomerj flattered himfelf that 
rifon might be induced to fally 
jpoa h>m occafionally. This 
lave given him an opportunity, 
of thtir being repulfcd, to pur- 
n (b clofcly, -as to force a paf- 
co the town during the confti 
a retreat. But they fuSered 



him to make his approaches without 
any other interruption than the fire of 
their guns, which were well fcrvcd, 
and did confiderahle ex'^fcution. 

'Jtic Provincial fotc<^s had been much 
ditniniflied by the nccefliiy of leaving 
detachments at Montnal and 8t* 
John's, and fending partie<% out co col- 
lect provifions. Thi'» 'proved a great 
hindrance to the pufhing the (lege with 
vigour and difpatch. 

A«» it was ntceflnry, however, to 
prrferve a good counti nance, General 
Montgomery fumnnoned the town in 
due form. He inrilied upon the 
ihtngth and goodfiefs of his troops, 
the fpirit which with their fucceflea 
had infpired them, and tiio danger of 
expufing fuch raw men as the garrifon 
was compofed of, 10 the fury and con- 
ft quence of an aflault He reprrfenied, 
at the lame time, the impoITibility of 
relief at the prefenr, and that none 
could be expe^ed before next April, 
before the expirationof which, Quebec 
muft infaitibly furrender, were it only 
fur want of necefl-iry fupplics. 

Thefe funmons were fcnt as ufual 
by a flag ; but they were t;-eated aa 
Arnold's had been, and all corre'.po:!- 
deuce was refufcd. Means were fi.und," 
however, to convey the above iotima* 
tion to the Governor ; but he was not 
a man to be intimidated by any motives 
or rx.'pre(entations whatloever. 

Tht whole artillery of ihe brfitgers, 
confilled only of hve (mall mortars, 
and (ik cannons of light metal : with 
thef • General M >nigomery was now 
obliged to make his h< 11 endeavours 
to annoy the city. The boml»;«rdmcnt 
continued fome time without intermif- 
fion, but did not occadon much damage 
or diforder, and the cannonade pro« 
duced little effect; from the iufuffioient 
(ize of the pieces. 

In the meantime, the news of his 
pad fucceffcs had 6lled the Colon ieii 
with the moft fanguine exptd^ations of 
their continuance, and that the taking 
of Quebec would crow c^ vU^ ^v.c\\\c«^*» 
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mentt of thcW firft campaign* 11ie 
General knevr the coaftijucncirt of ^' 
polar didppotntmcfitt mid vraft tlivre- 
fore deCermiacd to kave no czpe«!icHt 
ticitrieiS tofa'Ufy cKe wlfficn oi h people 
who hoiKiurrd \*ua wiib £j Ligli a de- 
gree of conitdefice* 

But the d:lScnlt)t:a hr fisd to con- 
tend witii were «uMr daily iitcrcafin^. 
Me t)ad to encounter the .extrcmuies 
of fatigue and coiJ. Hit D)en were 
Mot fu/Bc<cfii1f ntimeroua tu cciieve 
«icU oiiurr prop*rr!r in ihc perpetual 
IjtxHir:! t\%<y lUidrrwcnt, aud when 
^orn do^u 14'ich to:)* thi'j were i\i\i 
etpofed to tlur indeiutnc/of the wea- 
ther. He began t'j apprefieud* that 
d&l^uHcd at X\i muc-li luffering, thtife 
%'hcfe time cf ferirke wat expired^ 
woidd <k'miind and infill apou iUtir 
being di(c}4ar|;ed. 

Ou Uic uitJcrhaod, lie faw aoprn- 
fjpctSb of laakiajt ^^^t imptitOion oa tlie 
place whici) auglit Ka^v itiigieicd the 
refolntioii of the be£eged. 'Vhtj were 
weUitfppUed witiiarti41erVf««Ki warlike 
ftorcs ofa'ikiadR^ and were ifiu:iug 
t2M.ra£elvcs to firmm-fa aisd perfr- 
▼*^rcuce, throirgk i\K example of the 
Governor and his otHcers, who by their 
AiU Slid aUAJHcity, {tad rendered the 
mew Icv'itii Ui^uiy fcrviccable^ and bid at 
the fiizae tiice enf;jled a prodi^rioui 
([iuk iiitsi aU ytnCicr ihnir comaund 
TJiis wao viii^Me ujxmi every emir|rtury« 
Tiw jramfo(i« ihou^ ct^mpi'fcd of in- 
<Sivi.'Ju4li sv\\o gtxrarly differed in cha- 
racier Mid litu akuib of iifc, aair<9d in 
tive bearing wiUi UtctttRUid cJi tar fill • 
sciJB t!ie fevtie and contitmal d«ty that 
WW 4iiav<Mda!bIy impofed apon them. 

Tbe <Wytli of winter waa now at 
hafid. 1 Lc Gijncro] wa< conv<noed 
of the ahf •liite necefwry of raififl;ir the 
^^S^f <t of ^DrtlK^t^iT ii by a fpeedy ftic 
cHfl. Till) bittT LVaa however a f<M'- 
li^nt kape t Ite Uw «o other method of 
€^ixiuig it iliaii hy ilof rniiij^ the place ; 
lux thia w«i« an attempt accompanied 
wkh inikutc da(»gcr, aiid whei'c u waa 
ii3r«iW (;cffit>ic to fttceeed. 
2iic4fpj'trj>£rt c/ihccity ofQ£ibcc, 



waa farrovnded wKk workt too kem 
for an attack with hit fm^ill force i wm', 
the acccffc fr(»ni the lttw«i tovn,«i a 
fiipp')iit4on hecoulJ Ciitrv u, wMca* 
ceflttrcly difficult » fron itii Heepc^ 
bein^v in funic places a pr^ci^^ce, m4 
defeniibk by a haniiftti of lucu »{ii4 
muUit'jiJes. 

ti:tt hiti native intrrpiday, and tint 
thirH for >»lory which 16. the pcedtiwi- 
nnnt pniuun uf heroic mfnds* mait 
him «t«erlitok ali ihefe perils, and i^ 
fclrc at onceito cumpiifs the point ymi 
pofed, or pcrith in the attempt. 

Trufting to the gouil fortnaetbil 
had hith'-rto attended him, and o«*, 
fidin^ in the bravery of his tron^ 
and tlieir aUcrity to folUtw wherever hff 
ihoiili! lead, he ^naiJy dcternunedM 
tnake a buld. and, as much as pufitih^ 
a fudden sikI uorxpt^cd elTo rt Co caki 
the town by efcaiddc. 

i)\n the vi;^iUnce of the Goveraor 
was fuch* that every part of the pUai 
waa <:^arded with all puffiblc ciicoa* 
rpcdiioR, ^nd the ttreagth he had am 
(o judictoudy didributed, as to be abb 
to carry the fpctdieHaffi (lance whcrcflt^ 
it uii«/ht be n-antcd* 

iiidependeutly of this it lias bM, 
furmiiedf that iutelirgence was cuavcy^ 
ed to the garriimi of the deago io ifi* 
tation in the Pn»vincial camp. 'Kl 
put the beiiegtrd fo much upim thdr 
guards tiiat by tiie airaiigcnaents thcf 
iiAinediMcly madeyit wa»l'cna thattkc 
plan prij'.'£led a^aiuil them was difeo* 
vercd. Thia, it haa been fa id, coa^ 
pelLed the bel3;^ers to adopt anothci^' 
which being of a more «lii&cuk cptfO^ 
tioadrfeiitei the whole fcUcoac. 

'i'helaii day of December* Irvcftf^' 
five, was pitched tip:jn by Geotial 
M*»utgonk:ry for thi« arduous indL*^ 
Having made all the requiGic pi#4 
pamticn^, he advanced to the atUolBi 
bf break of day, im the tnidft of »' 
heavy ilorm of laow, which i« lam 
«neafuie covered his oiea fram^ 
ijgh t of t he garr.foA. 

Four attacks wtre made mL 
(Kc^fiaa I— <wu of ihtm were I 
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I tlie UpiMT r«wji ; the two real 
ks were •cooisiaAdcd bf General 
igamcrj in obc itde* and Colond 
nid oa ckc otiicrr. 1 lieA differeiiC 
oai.{ieB of tbe cocmy, threw the 
iloD iiito RKat uncertainty, wbi- 
to turn th<:W principal atlcotlin 
IcfcHce. 

1 order to infpire liit people witk 
lati<kn, 0<^nci'al M«img(>mery af» 
!d oae ot the attacks to the New 
k, and the other to the Nciv iiin^r. 
meo : t^ei« v^ere iieadcd by Ar- 
to the others bt led on iu \ih pcrfun. 
'hr«)ii^ ioaie rmftake the iignal 
ittackijig W9H given before u had 
i i-at^nded. Tiie bc^e^ed, through 
•ocidcRt wer<: ai:irmcd timt e- 
^ki to prcveitt aiurptlee, upon 
:h tlie ProviocialB ciiitfly di:|»end- 

*he way thcoogh which General 
ic^otnery Iiad to paTs, Wd% between 

river St. L.iwjt»cc, on one (ide, 

the ro^k^ or which the upper 
r<i Itands, oBthe other.— ^U was 
ow aad i^iconuHodioua. As be 
w the molt delpjraie exertions of 
Mr wotild be required, he hdd fe- 
:d a ntiuRbcr of his molt refolute 

to «ccoiBpany him oa tin's fivil 
c. With thefe iie made the 
kcA haAe to clufe in iip«§n the 
ny« at near as it was pra^tcable. 
le f(M>a forced his nvay tiioragh 

Ur\t barrier ; -but -the fecoud, 
Hi icd ianuKliatciy to the gates of 
JLjwer Town« was niKk miurc 
iglv ijMtified. Here i Arong 
f <if the hefiegied was polWd, wiib 
ral pieces ot caniion. Tiuy re- 
:d bim wkk a difchjurgc of muf* 
f and ^rape (hot, thai assdc an 
ist- «ikI ^inoit total flasgiiier of 
pan y«— He fell btmfclf mkh his 
cipal ciEcef s. ^ 

'he U}($ of tbeir General f« antscb 
SDCCftcd tlx body wbidi he bad 
tamuccd, that the attack wax not 
juued« 4md « j-ctreat was thought 

do^ (^oU^ at ibe liei^4f Lit 



New Eaglaad men, was ici the nncaai 
time enjpjjcd iu a funous affault o« 
the £deof the Lower I'owu lAppafifc 
to that whcne Mimi^ocr^ry h;«<ljii4 
fallen. He attacked a bjirier defend* 
ed with cannoQ, and carrictl it ahct am 
\u.Ars obllinate refillarce ) but ihia 
fuccefs was attended with a gr^-tt Ic/a 
of ht« me*i ; .a«d he r<>cc:ved a wu«nd 
himfeif wiiich compcUed him to Milk* 
<lraw from adioti. 

1 hofe ofUccrs, however^ on wln>« 
thecomOiand now dcvf)ivcd,conti4]iie4 
the aflftfult with nnabar<\l vi;;o«r, m\& 
took po^ftfti.'n of another L-iritv 

Biitthe bcfirrj^cd, wJio ikjw pciw 
ceiled the iin:til unnibcr of tiie cnen.y 
employed "iu this <]aartcr, and thnc 
Koihwig was to he hppr^rhnuk'd ftofli 
any oiher^ coljecl^d tlie \a huic iirciii;tii 
of the garrKc^ affjinll ihem. A lurk;« 
budy,ofi the ooc hand, Tiliicd mit^ fruci 
a ^utetluit opened town (l< U^eif rcar^ 
and Uli upon ttiein wnh the utcici^ 
fury ; tlieir whok corps lay mean while 
enirrtlj expofcd to a heavy ^e ffon^ 
the town wWls, iindt:r whi.^ tiicy wttM 
now fo clafily picfi, ihat a\\ rtrircat 
was cut otf. In tlusdrca^'iul !iiuaiio« 
they maintained a H-^Itt of fuU three 
hours, before they coofcated to fur-. 
* render. 

Such «Ras the tflfne of in rxpeditioi^ 
U'h:cii, had it terminated to the ad« 
vaiiiage C'f thofe who -coHdu^ed K* 
ir.ight pofSbly have decided at ooue 
tlnr face of Amevka. 

Tlie fiege of QneTiec forms are* 
inarkable epoc4ia in this imfottuiiate 
war. The bchavKnir of tin.' ProTm* 
<h\ tMMfM was fiich, as iilenced all 
ihofe who had fuipi^cd then: milftarif 
<hara6ter« The br<i5H:(l and mi»il e«. 
perienoed 'veterans could UJt have tsi* 
-ceedcd tihe iirmnefs and itiirrpiditf 
thcydifpAaytdin iheiria4l attack. 

The ^-ermtnation of the £(ge \yf 
the ligiKil overthrow, put alfo ao -en^ 
to ail afiprelyrrfioDjir.r t'*efa£etycf 
Qutshoc and o^'anada. The ttreitgth 
4d ihc PioviiicUli wait «q^ C«» ti\)fticX\ 
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Icfftnedi that C<'l«ncl Arnnic! had not 
rijiht hundred cffci^ive mirn It ft under 
his Citmmand. 

With this inconHiicrablc bcxiy he 
h«id, hoM'ever, the bolJiufs to encamp 
viihio ihrcc miles of the town. At 
it was not pruJcnt to attark a \As e 
of which the ^ainfon doubled hit own 
nuinbert, he contented himfclf with 
intercepting the conveyance of rc- 
freihnncnts and provifioits thirhcr, and 
fuccceed therein To welly at to prove 
a heavy annoyance. 

In order, at tlie fame titn**, to m»in- 
tdin hifc ground in cai'e of ofteniiire 
mealures on the p'irt of the garrifiMi, 
hti fortifred hit encampmrnt ^^ith alk 
care, and to;)k eveiy precaution tliat 
circumilances wouhi allow to fecure 
Linifelfin the pnfition he had chofcn. 

NotwiiKttanding the lufd of Mo'it- 
gnmcry had, in a manner, defeated 
tlie end ui the expedition, the Pro- 
vincials were Hill daermined lo re- 
main in ptifT jTioii of what he iiad ac- 
quired for them, till circuuillancet 
wore aufpJcitMii aflTt^rdvd them a fe- 
«.-\*im1 opporliiiiity of renewing the at- 
ti-ntpt in which he had u.i fortunately 
periihed. 

Ciilonri Arnold's fituation was, 
bowcvtr ixtiemely critical. He was 
at Hu iinmenle ditlfitice horn thofe 
pai ts wheiu'c ifFit^tua! aHi fiance could 
hr cXi)eCtjJ. riie ini».l exp;rrt ofli- 
c^Ts, and tiie bravJl fvMiers of tnc 
PiovitYcial army h^d fallen before 
Qriehtc ; and iifi chief rcfources) lay 
i»4>w ill hit owik )^eniu;i and abilities. 

He Lad on liib entrance mt(» Ona- 
r)a,exp ricnccd much kind treatment 
fruii the I'Vench inhabitanttt and been 
f: quently promifed to be jv>ined by a 
Go ri.lcra!«!e number of them ; but 
t>r. !e pfoniifct, from a variety nf caufef, 
lia«I not hc-eu performed. Had they 
been pcfT fTed of the fame con (\ancy 
vf deter nnnatton that animated the 
I'lny^hlh ColonidSf and united under 
the li^ndards of Montgomery and Ar- 
nold, wliile they were yet vidurious^ 
It is }u^h)y probable . that ns>iwiili« 



ftandin]^ the courage and capaeitydl 
itt Governor, the capital muft kH. 
followed the example of the PraffiMi^ 
and at length have fubmittcd to d«r 
arms. 

Bur now that a total revcrfe d 
foitune had befallen them, thc.m«l 
that could be ezpeded from theGsi 
dian«, was, that they would coatiuB 
friendly to the ProTinciala, and fapjlf 
their wanta while they contimicd ^ 
mong them. , • 

1 1 was even become a difficnk ut 
to keep the I'rovincial troopa lltei^ 
fe!vc» from difembodytng, and letara" 
\\\^ to their refpe^tive homca. Xim 
retudancc to remain in their preliMC 
(larion, did not proceed from a defcft 
offpirit, or gfKid will in the aifrf'i 
nor from want of attjchment to their 
commander, for whom tbry prufcH 
the highell regard \ but from a pcK 
fuufion tiiat it was needlcfa, aadtluC 
all reafoUrtble hopef of making aDi» 
prclfioii upon the enemy lo that qn^ 
ter were entirely fruftratcd by tk 
preceding difa Iters. 

The utmoll he could do^ wai it 
prevail upon them to rematn npoa 
the ground they occupied, andfroa 
thence to keep a (Irict eye on lheeac> 
my, and to. endeavitur, in the mcM 
time to (Irengthen and extend their 
inttrell among the people in Canada 
and ufe every metlkod to perfaadc 
them to take at once a decilivc aal 
a£^rve part in favour of the £|igKfc 
Colonies ^ 

While thercraaintof theh:^All^ 
rican army were thus enduriiig, wkk 
the utmuli patience and fortitude, ito 
hard(hipt of d winter encampment at 
the Frozen plaint of Canada, the peopb 
at Quebec were enjoying the comw 
table fiiiiation of bciiig completely f^- 
licved from the terrors of fatting ial»; 
the hands of an enemy, wbofe «aal| 
would have in all likelihoodt prontptii 
him to fcize upon the vaft prapn^ 
they pofleflcd. 

Their fpirits were fo elatcdf aadAi 
con^l^asw the Y cc^Iied ib their «■ 



tlSTORY OF THE LAT£ WAR. ti. 



' To ondoabtcd, that it was ima- 
>y fomci that bad they been led 
fccr the defeat of the ProviocI* 
y would probably have entirely 
theniy and compelled thcni to 
of the country ; but as the ad- 
5 already gained had cffedled all 
If ncceflfary at the prcfent, it was 
more prudent to run no farther 
; and tu wait quietly for the 
cements that would not fail to 
rom Britain in due time, and 
:heQi henceforward out of the 
)f all danger. 

k the Northern Colonies of A* 
were thus involved in hodilities, 
thern were turn with difTentions 
tireatened to terminate in the 
nanner. 

people of Virjsrinta had ever 
,he commencemcDt of this un- 
ite difpute, diftingui(hed them- 
by their farwardnefs in openly 
Lplicitly condenning the pre- 
t of Great Britain, and aiferting 
irarious privileges to which they 
It thcmfelves and the other Co* 
entitled. 

y dill contiatted in the fame 
nd temper. They hftd unani* 
agreed in fending Delegates to 
c(s ; they had zealooily adopted 
ipinions, and conformed to all 
iiiciions ; they had formed com« 
) and alTociations for every pur- 
:commended to be profecuted in 
manner ; they had, in (hort, re- 
y determined to maintain, it all 
s, the confederacy entered into 
: Colonies, for the obtaining re- 
>f grievances, and the refiiling 
claims of Britain. 
: Province was at this time go- 
by the Earl of Duiimore, a 
aan of a firm and refolute difpo- 
whom at firft they treated with 
^lieft marks of refpedl, and witb 
iroof of great perional regard, 
bad, however, at this turbulent 
been* like all the Governors on 
mtineuti often embroiled with 



the people o^ bis govern raent. He had 
at this time been engaged in a vi./icnt 
altercation with the Aflcmbly, the dif- 
foluiiou f»f which afforded great caufcs 
of complaint, on account ofthccxpi* 
ration of tbofe militia laws, which could 
not be renewed without their imme* 
diate conottrrence. 

Thefe hws were of peculiar confe- 
qutnce in Virginia^ which is inhabited 
by prodigious multitudes of N-'^ro 
flavts, dii'perfed over the whole Pro* 
vmce, and amounted to twice the 
number of the white inhabitants. 

The peuple on this occalioo com* 
plained of their being expofcd to the 
man if eft danger of an infurrei^ion 
from the Negroes ; and in default of 
an Affembly, eleftcd.a Provincial Con« 
vention which pafled a refolutiun that 
each county fliould raife a company 
for its prote^on* 

The Governor was highly offended 
at their having thus afllimed the power 
of the militia; which at all times, and 
in every Colony, is the peculiar pre* 
rogative of the Reprefenutive of the 
Crown. Not knowing^ bow far their 
intentions might reach, after taking 
fo unprecedented a fttp, he refJved^ 
in order to. prevent^ as much as lay 
in his power, any further proceed* 
ingsof that kind, to fecure the pnw« 
der depofited in the public ftorc-huufe 
of the Colony, at VVilliamfburgtt^ 
the capital : it was accordingl) re« 
moved on board a Ihip, by a paity of 
marines difpatchcd aihore fot that pur« 
pofe. 

Notwith (landing this was dox)e dur- 
ing the night, and conducted with the 
utmoft circumfpedion and fecrecy, it 
was known the very next day ; and 
from the uncommon care that had 
been taken to conceal it, excited the 
mod violent fufpicion that fomc dan- 
gerous dcHgn was in agitation. 

The towns people afiferfbled in 
arms, in order to force the G'^vernor 
to remro the powder* liapp iy the 

m9{i&»tC0 
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najrif^rntes mtrrfrirdi ami tcmk upon 
ti»rmi'rNr» to obtain th« (»{\h(a^\iun 
thnt \«a» i*f reas'led by the ii^hahitai>t8. 
TWty rrpfrUrm<d to hin» thr proj»iKr- 
ty €f the » itv I ting aNrnys fiipplieJ 
^ith fo nrrciFiry »f> article, and the 
|>»rticvlar nrcriBty of iss herm* rca<1y 
at hand at the prcf(i>t time, from the 
apprch-.-nfions iatrly emertaimrd of 
plots a mm)}; the Uiiclc pt<>|)letwhi>, on 
liearinf|[ of what hid hapjxrncj, wuuld 
Income the more roteut to iarry them 
into execution. 

riie GoviTnor avowee! the remor- 
al «»f tbr gunpowder was by his ditec- 
tinit. Maviv>^ received lutellif^CDCe of 
Ci'fUBi»{ii}R^rn the nei^hboiirhood, he 
die.TTed ft ptudeat lo convty it to a 
pticr (7f Fafi-ty. prooiilinfi^y however, to 
frturn ft» wlieDcvcr it (bould be waiu- 

Wiih thi§ arrfwer^ the fna^iflratea 
of ihc ciiy rrllH fceminf^Iy Catiaricd ; 
but this tranqiriUit^ was quickly inter- 
fiiptrd by a rcporiy which waafpread 
that ¥cry ntgiit, that an armed par- 
ly from the in:ii) of war wa» roardH 
ing to WiHi^nifbirgh. Thib brun^^ht 
agaia the iiiha'»ttaiit9 together under 
ar'iBSy and t'hcy directed their prince- 
pal vi)(i!Mnce towards the magazine, 
fbity rcfu!ved to obliru^ all further 
rrDD(»«als of what it coniaiaed. 

I he conduct and violent complamts 
•Tthe pe«>p)e oi) tiiis occafion, were 
highly ofTciifive to the Governor. 

The wliuJc of what had been re- 
moved dkl not exceed ti^ht barreU of 
gnnpowcTer^ a quantity not of fufii- 
cicut confidenttion lo jullify fuch out- 
rageous oiurmurs. lu thia ftate of 
irntatxoo at fuch a defiance of autho- 
rity, fi>fiie ui^gn-trded exprc(5om> were 
dropptd io prrfcnce of the difalkded 
who did not fat) to embitter thctn in 
the reprefeiHation tlvat waa made of 
them to the public. 

'Iliey were menaced^ it {ecms, with 
9 fettrtrg Dp of the royal ftandard» 
aivd a pnidauiation of liberty lotfte 
black flaves i arcia were to be pat 
igg ibcir hsL^ds^ to be anplo^ed ^ 



ga!n(t their irt^rffirrty WilKamta){l 
w«a tbrcatcoed witb deftm^Hoa; «ii 
other refcntfol toiiauatrona wm 
throwaaiit. All tkc ft prod seed bi^ 
difcontcntment and anger, and knM 
a gnHrral fUme ihroagtKmt the colnajb 

i\fll-a>biiei^ wete be Id ra confcfomt 
of the fore|roin^ traoiadiuM, wbcvcia 
the Goi^rnor'a enodod ha tbefli«a» 
ccnfnicd with great afperity. 

Buf the temper of tbc people wm 
fochf ttiat their leaders did aot llmk 
it tKcefldry to Hop at bate eomplaiais; 
A-me of the moil daring took vp arw^ 
^'ith a refblutioa locoiDpei ibufcvbo 
baa the gunpowder ta reftorcif,aaJ 
to Iciae at the fame time, oo tbb pa* 
blic rooitey into tkdr owa poflefioi 
and keeping. 

They were on tlienr march to Wik 
Eamfljurgb witb tbia inteat, wheatbey 
were aict by the magiftratea at a lew 
latlet diHant from the etty. Heie ai , 
Bgrekment was CDtercd ialo, by wbkb - 
the Receiver General of tbe Cbloa|^ 
became Jecariiy Itir tbe payment «f 
the gunpowder ; aad tbe tobabitaali 
proiniicd, on tbcii part, to t^e iaio 
their cuftody ibe magawnc aadpablie 
rcvencc. ^ 

HappiFy for the peace of tlie eSty, 
no further conie«|ueucc icfuJted firM 
this ialarredtiun. But it alarmed tW 
Governor, who, after difiaifling bii 
lady and family on board of a man aT 
wai, fent for a party of marinea, wiA 
which be garnfiMied bia palace t ^k* 
tifyiog h at wcU as circumftaocd 
would allow, and furLifbing k widb 
artiliery. 

He a!fo iffued a procKainatiaOft Si 
which he declared tbe promoict of tht' 
iiifuriedion guihy of treaioiiabie be> 
havionr, ia compelling tbe Rec0icf 
General to become bound for Cbp 
price of tbe powder. Tbe pMflt' 
were accufed of difailedioo, lod afT' 
pinfity to encourage ioiM>«atibM 
government.. 

But tbia prodamfttioii was W 
arail agaioft tfaofe ai vhooi ir W 

1 
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veiled. Mr. Henry, the perfon who 
ftcacied the cnjI.coiiients,wa8 one of the 
moil p ipular men in the Colony. He 
bad b. en a drputy to Congrrfs, and 
knew that he Ihuuld be thurooghl y fup- 
poittd in what he undertook, not only 
by the C-»lony, but by the power of 
that body if it ihoul brcomcr rcquilice. 
. flis condudt was in the mian time 
fully approved in the various meetings 
that Were holding every whert in the 
Province. It was unanlmoufly dcter- 
miucd to ailiil and indemnify him, in 
cafe he fhould receive any detriment on 
mccuiint of his puhlic conduct. 

They retorted with great warmth 
the chatges imputed ro them of intend* 
ing to fubvcrt the government ; they 
dented, with no lefs heat, that of be- 
ing d>fafft£led ; and idfiited on their 
bting entirely free from blame in the 
meafiires they had lately taken, and no 
ways in fault for the troubles and dif- 
turbances that had happened. 

It unfortunately fell put about this 
time that the copies of fome letters, 
written by the Governor to the Bn'tiih 
^ miniilry, fell into the hands of fome of 
the advcrfe party. They made them 
pubh'o, and reprei'entcd them in an odi* 
ous li>.ht, ZA miil.iting f;i£th, and give- 
ing injurious dtfcriptiuus of the Col- 
00:ils. 

The publication of thefe letters 
pixiduced txa^ly the fame confeqticn-. 
cea tiiat had rclul>ed at Uollon, trom 
the dilcovcry of the correfpcmJence of 
Governor Huichenfon. Sufpicion 
and niillruil put an end to ail confi- 
dince and corJi^ility ; and ail ihat was 
faid or dunt on either fidc^ underwent 
• finiller interpretation. 

While the Colony was in this date 
of confuii(*n, the concilintory motion 
carried by the miuitler during the lait 
ictfion of Pailiumeat, arrived in Virgi- 
nia. The neceilty of obtaining, if 
piiflible, the Colony's acceptance of 
ihe terms therein propofed, inducfd 
the Governor to call an AiLuiLly. 
He exerted all his abilities in order to 
^rfoadc ihcm to cuixzcide frith the 



offers of Parliament : he ufed cvcif 
argument that could be adduced iv 
their favour: belaid before them t)K 
fincerfty of the efforts made on the 
part of Britian, to procure a reconci- 
liation anfweiajleat once to her dig « 
nity and their in^erelt : both hud 
been confulted in the propofals 
now held one to fimerica: they had 
been framed with a view of le^iving 
the final completion of them equally 
to the wifduni and tiie good will of the 
Colonies: no determinate fum was 
fixed, as it had been judged molt 
worthy of the conllitutional gcnerofity 
of the BritiHi Governmenty to gratify 
them with the entire and undivided 
priviledge of fptcifying themfelves the 
extent of the contribution. La this 
light, which was the true one it ought 
to be viewed in, the conciliatory mo* 
tion was no more, in faf^, than ari 
edrneil adm.inition fiom Great Bri- 
tain to the Colonies, of the indifpen- 
fib!^ necefliiy fhe was under of de- 
manding their afli'lance : whatever^ 
therefore, they fhonld think proper to 
give, would be giveu freely and un- 
compelled. They ought, for thefc 
rcafons, chearfully to embrace this 
opportunity of proving, that they pof- 
fcrfwd in reality that fincere attach- 
ment for the parent Hate, wliich they 
had fo repeatedly profLffcd : Britain, 
wa» miiniielily difpofed to live with 
them on a footing of the fmcereit 
amity ; the King and Pailiament me- 
rited, certainly, by taking fo efleCtual 
a itep towards reconciliation, to be 
met, on their part, with an equal dc- 
fiie to renew the friendlinefs that had 
proved fo benehcial to America. A 
concurrence in the meafure propnfcd, 
would not only put a 6nal period to 
the unhappy altercation that had fo 
long interrupted their mutual feh'city, 
but open a certain profpcc^l of (obviat- 
ing all difL'utioni ia fu:are : b'^itiiin, 
upon receiving this proof of their du« 
tiful inclinatiuns, would iultantly rc« 
move whatever bore the kail a^^jea.^ \ 
ancc of uu icumvi^Mx W\^cvl >^^^ ^« 



f -■ 
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The reply to tin's mciTige wai very 
pointed and acrimoniout. At the Go- 
vernor had been fevrrc in his imputs* 
tions, they were equally hitter in their 
own j-.iftiHcation, and ex pri fled them- 
felves in ternii that tended (Irongly to 
u'idcn the breach, and render both par- 
ties irreconcilable. 

The Committee appointed to make 
an enquiry into the la!e diUurbances 
hac now hciflied it. From the telii- 
niony of a )j;reat number of creditable 
indivi(iur«Iti, it appeared, that the c«>m- 
motions amcm;; tl.e people had anTeo 
from an appreiirnfijn that Jioftile de* 
figns liad been farmed a^; tinil them ; 
but thnt trariquiliiy and good order 
wtre now re ciUbiin.ed. I hey were 
uiiivi-rfdlly dciermintd, howtver, to 
abide by the rerohiiions uftliegenr* 
ral Congrels, and (if their Proviacial 
mietiii^s They dii net, indeed, aim 
at independency, being thorougrdy 
P<i(ii::ded it was the n'.uMial mtcrcti 
of Gnat Britain ami t!ic Co^onicft to 
reni:iin united ; but ilill they imilled 
on ilie nccelDiy of repealing t)»e la:e 
ol):i('Xious acts, before any rcconcilia- 
tit;n cnuM t;ikt place. When the Par- 
li.nnei t couip-icd with the wifhcs of 
th:' Coi-ju'c'. in this particular, no 
(luubt w «s enltrniiicd I'f lit inime- 
diaie (< Hation ot .ili difcuitctit, and of 
a cor^iia! re union and amity witli the 
l>'if;»h f). ti' n as liif.irf . 

Tije AiL-niMy 1 r-w t<jrk ir.to con- 
f]'.:er::ti' n ti'c ccnciliat rv niotion of 
tlif r»iltiili iniiiilliv, r»nt thev did it 
in tl'iC 1j :*.e niatMur as the othci C0I0- 
r''"« : th-y uUd tl.e f -tnt rrafonines 
ap,ii:iilj i:, ai I'l rfj:^3cil it with no Itfs 
u .Hill and uoiiniinity. They con- 
i-lnicd il'cir txanji aMcn of this fub- 
](C\ bv dcela:iri', bv ti'e final detcr- 
11; rj.:-i»r. i.f i;is a:i<l r.!: fueh general 
n a«r«r.c, i.Tut! for llie f'llnrc wiil» the 
C t'tii I n;r»I C<'H.jr'.T>. This, as re- 
p'clMiiirig nil A.i.ciiija. was the pro- 
pv rcll ch-ini.cl thn u/li which to c«in« 
vcv to tlie liir^nc.a ri riitfcritation of '.ll 
^licvaitLCj : lUcrc uclcicpce aod at- 



tention wmtldi it irat inRnnatedbc pal 
to that body, than to the rexnootlnKtl 
of a (in^Ie colony. 

«' We have," faid |hcy, « exhaolel 
eveiy mode of application wbichov 
invention could fnggell* ai pr^iperaaA 
proroifmg. We hate dtccnily remoi*' 
Hrated wich Parliament } they ha^ 
added new injuries to the oM. Wc 
have wearied our King with fiipplia^ 
tions ; he hat not deigned (o aii(«tr 
us. We have appealed to the natlfc 
honour and jiiflicij of the Britifh air 
lion ; but their efforts in our fjfow 
have been hiihcrto lur iFrdii«iI.'' 

Sach was the Rile and manner of 
cnmnnunicaiton between the Govenor 
and the Aflcmbly* Ch^r^ta on the 
one handi and recriminations on the 
oiher, invitations to rcrturn on flitifc^ 
wirli piomiies of the aniplcli fccuriiji 
and rtfnf.ds to place any conAJiBoe 
in the people over whom the pnwnl. 
of govcniment were exeicifcd io thai 
lingular manner. 

l*he filfion nowdrawtn^r to an endi 
the Afllmhly rcquelled that he woM 
ni:»ke his appearance among thciOt 
once at lead, for the Hnal palTirg uf 
the bills that lay ready for his aHfenL 
They had, during the whc:le fefSott 
hoNt/cvar it had hcen inconvt nient, afr^ 
qtiicfced in his (kTire ; and waited upon 
him at the diilarej of a dozen mdei^' 
as oficn as a prrional lutercoiirfe ke* 
r^jne iicc (Hiry, Me oiii^ht now, IB 
his turn, to concUiernd f*i far« as to 
cl';!.- the /*, ircir.'uly aecording to tbc 
ufnal and copitiiutionjl fotms. 

But l))i& repre{ei.tation waa as fmit- 
It fa as the piicediiJ;;. — The l»ovvrnu^' 
inlilU'd on (he prci 0^.11 ive with whicl 
he wasi lawfully inwIUJ, of appointiag 
the ph'Ce wiicie they fh"u!d afHrinblcJ 
he knew of ro bills of futlk-ient confab 
rjDcnce to require the fuiuidlity uf hit' 
piLUncc : and bcfoie he aflcnted !# 
ai:y, he nnj;iit to have the prrviiHPi' 
examination of their pn)prictj. 

In reply to this n-.tflage,! ibc 
Wcic fciil to htoi* Of llie(c fuil*e 
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hifl approbation, and to others in conrentioni and afiumrd the direc* 
jc6ttd. The Aflembly again tiop of the Province, in the fame man- 
ted hira to repair to WJlliarof> ner at had been done in the Provinoe 
.in order lo paf» thofe bills he of M^flrtchiifet. After the exanjplc 
w<d of ; affunng him in the moft of the New England people, the Vir* 
1 manner^ that ilicy would be ginians refi;^ned themlcivcs with the 
. fur the f^fety of tiis perfon ; moli implicit confidence to the ma- 
lally rcqiiediug, tf.at if he wonld nagemeut of their new governors. 
j(l htmfelf amung them, he would Their tir(l cape wus to pot the Pro- 
comniiflion to pafs them. v vince in a proper (late of defence, 
e Governor Aill remained inflex- l*facy raifed a confiderable body of 
his rtt'tifal to meet them aihore, men, and appointed funds to maintaii 
ig tlti«t his apprehenftons were them, and to defray other public char« 
'ounded, and reoueding, in his ges. I'hey publilhed, at the fame 
that they \foiild wait upon him time, a julliocation of the meafurec 
flvcj: on board, there to prefcnt tht^y had tak(!n, in which they attrthut* 
\U that were to receive his af* ed ther/i to the nectllity of providing 

for the immediate prefer vat ion of their 

IS was a propofal with which the freedom, their property, and all that 

ihly w()U d 'by no means com- was VdluabiC, which were manifcitly en« 

Jt terminated at once all further dangered by the dcfigns that had uw^ 

intercouife between the Gov^fr- quetlionably been formed againli the 

nJ that body. They immedi- jud and lung enjoyed rights of the 

dcdartd that fuch a rcquifitfon Colonies. They repeated the condo* 

breach of their privileges; and iions of the lull Affcmbly, declaring 

Tom what had paffcd, they had their loyal difpofitiuu towards Great 

jn: grounds to apprehend that Britain ; but aHcrting in the llrongeft 

r drf^giis were entertained a^ainll terms their determination to luppuit 

>lony. They advifed ptople to their lawful claims agianil all oppoicrs. 

their guard, and to prepare for and at whatever prkce it mi^ht colt 

mmon defence of their country them. 

eir freedom, againft the aitempta It now remained for Lord Dtin- 

robtibiy we re at no great di fiance, more, after the deprivation of his go^ 

eoncloded by proteltations of a vernm^nt, to confidcr in what nianiKT 

1 oittachment to the Croivn and he (liouU condudt liimfeif towarda 

: vf Great Britain, and of their the people who had cAi oii' iJicir obv:* 

efs to adhere to them upon a dieuce. S.ich adhcreuis to hiui <•& had 

lutjonal foundation. by their activity maJe themfelvcsuntv • 

is w^as the f(.lemn farewelofthc puUi, now repaired lo him for fafciy 

y of Virginia to the Brttifh na» —Many of the fl r/cs loo dtiVried over 

It clofed the fciTionofthe laft to him.AWith thcfe, and the more 

b:y that was lield under the au« effeduaFWiilance ot liiit Britiih armed 

of linglnnd. of which it was the (hipping on the coail, he now propof* 

incient frttlemcnt in the Amc- cd to keep an eye upon lh€ country, 

hemifpiirre, the foundation of and to he in readincfs to by hold ut 

ing bten laid by the famous S:r any ftafonable opportunity of thwart- 

r Kaleik^h, near two ccnturiis ing the diitj^nt <;f tlte malcontents* 

this Glial feparation from its mo- - The iuterlection cf Virginia by lli^ 

ountry. many large and navig«fble rivers^ 

ving- thus put an end to the Co- with which it Is watered everf 

''s authority, they proceeded wberci made ihib no dificult KAik\ 

ckAioa of dtpiiiUt, who met ^ 
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99 hj meayi of thcfeyits priocipil 
parts lie upen at all timcii to the at* 
trmptK of a keen aud vi^iiaai cnemf 
that i» iDSitlcr at lea. 

Wiih luch views, he fitted ouifome 
vefleU of iufiicltrul force to alarm the 
iuhabitaau near the (hore, but not 
C'jual to any undertaking of confi.* 
Kjiieiicc. The truth was, that he w<is 
cioligcd to txloit by niain force the 
pruvifions he wanteds as they rcfqicd 
io fiipply him with any. 

l*tic Virifioians compUincd, oo the 
other hand) that lu; often l^nJed with 
ail hollile iatcni, felting Hre to houfcs, 
deliroying plautatiuos, carrying cfif 
the f}ivc», and fcrzing on pcriuns vi 
the adverfe party. This compelled 
them to Hand more caicfully on their 
defence ; and produced at lail conti* 
t»ua1 fccncs of rapine and dcvallation ; 
v/herem hves were lo(i, and niifehief 
ilooe to individuals, without eiFeding 
any mateiial hurt or fcrvice to cither 
ii jc, and from which no reputation 
could be acquired to thofe who con* 
4Sjdtd them. 

By decrees matteri bccfime more 
ferious. Deiachmenis 4)f tiiufe troops 
levied hy order of tlie Truvincul 
Meeting, were now ordered to the 
fliores of the rivers, and to t le fea* 
coaltsi which rendered all atiemptsa- 
^ainll the d:(feient fettlea.enis more 
flifHciilt &nd dnngenu*; and occa* 
fiuaed, of courfe, mere blood to be 
fptlt ill them, liliimiiy wa8 now rifcn 
to foth a height, tiuit tiie iliidcli 
watchfuh.efi was en^ ploy rd to cut nif 
rH means of fuhfiiiciue from ibe Hiip- 
pfng. They could tbtiiin^onc ai.y 
uherc but at tlic (loiiiicf thW^'ord 

Thus war, without any formal de* 
nuociution, u&t m^t leftt rcul ; and 
iiolhing but tl)C w^nt of a more con- 
Ddeiable fierce prevented it from be- 
iug carried ou ^ith moie vigour and 

Having however colK'ded from fe* 

vera] quarters Come coirpanies of ful* 

diers, the (iovcrnor de.ermined upon 

ma csiterptut o£ iD>poKtancc% 'Xhli 



wai the bumiiifif of Hampton, i 
^ with a good harbour. Hit ( 
through fome. meana» cauK I 
knowledge of the iubabitaati 
made what preparation they co 
oblirud it, by finking craft i 
place thrbughwhich the fl|ipph|| 
pafii, and oppoGng fuch other n 
ments as might prevent a bs 
but the fiiips forced their way tb 
them and proceeded to fire up 
place with^great fury. A U. 
riflr? men oow came op{>oriunrIy 
afTi'lauie ufihe town ; thcfe pAi 
£fr^iil>nt8 with their muflctftry 
the fnure fo refohitely, and ir 
much dexterity that they coa 
them to retire, with the lois of 
their vciTels. 

A proclamatioo was now pd 
by the Governor, fetting fortk 
as tlie civil laws were no longer a 
for the prevention of rebellion, i 
punlihment of traitors, it was b 
iicc«'ffury to fubflitute martial 
its room, fi'r tlve fupprcffioo of dil 
thrcugbiiut the Cohiny. All 
Mc to bear arais were hereby 
mi>ncd to repair to the Kipg^i 
dard, under the penalty of beii 
piited rebels ; and the (laves, a 
vauis lif peifonb under this defer 
wcie declared free,' on coodit 
their taking up arms iu the J 
f».rvice. 

l*his proclamation gave ni 
cfTcUce to kll the people of Al 
/\ 8 every Colony, New Englaii 
cx.epred, wiis in a manner o 
uith Negro Haves, the Icttinj 
l'>oie upon ilicir miilUrs, waa a a 
' which i::jitcd abhorrence, i 
leprefenicd as a dcieriTiination U 
relent me nt btycmd the common ' 
of iiumanity, and the rules cii 
cd aniohg civilized natioat. ■ ■ 
stuihorizcd domeihc murders a 
fjiFi nations, and encouraged t1 
paiaticn (>f all manner at faai 
It involved in one common ^ 
t)te innocent as well as 'the J 
Negroes could not diidruhiai 
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Js and foes to the Bri- 
t ; and might be led 
iicc, or prompted by 
freedom, either to 
tend fufpicion of the 
martcr?, and from fuch 
forfake or rife upon 

I reprobated as impo- 
ral tendency. It ne- 
ceflary barrier of fear 
>hedtence, which kept 
ch profound fubmifliuti 
»ple — By f.-ttin^ them 
rompiing them to face 

arms in their hands, 
ideas of equah'ty, and 
n a footing with thofc 

been ufed to conlider 
rs in the v^ry order of 

cnccsoffuch an eman- 
ItogethcT equally obW- 
. It led to horrors of 
ion. Self prefervatioo 
y fet the Colonids on 
raurd againft plots and 
ofti thofe by whom they 
y furrounded : the leali 
occafion the excrciCe 
«.Te wonid excite refent- 
ckly be followed by de- 
6I10118, and open dcfi« 
jcnce would vanifh on 
ownriv;ht enmity and 
fucc^ed ; and no other 
vuuin remain to either 
;he utter extermination 

* light in which the A- 

rntcd this proclamation ; 

was attended by none 

effects that had been 

and fcrvcd much more 

lan to caufe them any 

ce. 

time Lord Dunmore 
, a place of which the 
:h thofe of the adjacent 
1 Affected to his caufe. 
here by coofiderable 
c bcgna to form liopet 



that he fhould be grradually able (a 
raife fuch a force, as (hould enable him 
to reftore the authority of government 
throughout the whol*: Province. 

But the ruling powers exerted 
themfelves with fo much diligence^ 
that a large body was fpecdily collect* 
^d and put in motion again (I him. 
On reciveinjT intelligence of this, he 
polled bimfelf at a place called the 
Great Bridge, on the road to Norfolki 
through which they were necc filiated 
to pafs in marching to this town. 
Here he threw up fome works, well 
lined with cannon, intending to make 
a refolute ft and with the whole force 
he could mufter. 

But this was ycry inconfideroble ; 
he had no more than about two hun- 
dred regulars ; his remaining (irengtK 
confided of an ar.difciplined affembliige 
of white and black people. With 
thefe, however, he courageouOy refolv- 
ed to cQCouoter the enemy, who were 
now advanced very near him, and had 
alfo caft up an intreuchment within the 
reach of his guns. ^ 

After obf^ring each odR^t motiors 
during fome days, I^or^T Dunmore 
grew impatient of inaAion, and form- 
ed a plan to ilorm their intrenchmenc. 
Captain Fordyce, an otficer of grcbt 
hi a very, commanded on this occafion. 
In the front of their work:) lay a nar- * 
row caufcvvay, which was the only 
avenue to them. The Captain, et 
the head of a tody or grenadiers, ad- 
Vdnctd upon thiD path to their intrench- 
ments, and attacked them with afto- 
iiiHiing rcfolutiun. l*lie enemies 
works^wAio cohftrudcd, that while 
he wa» atWmping their front, hi* own 
flanks were expofed to a fcvcrc fire, 
'I'be valour of ttit<) gallant otft.'er, unj 
of the brave men ilint followed him, 
met with unfurmoimtable obfiarltR : 
he was flain with a number rf them. 
Such was the obdinacy with which 
they fought, and the danger of the 
fervice tney went upon, that noi one 
1 ndtviaual nmoog thctac&i^^t^i'iivOtca^ 
awaattd« 
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They made good their retreat oo- 
dcr the guiif oriheir .own warkft, the 
enemy iM)t veaturing to purfuc thtm. 
The only prifonrrp made w^cic fiich 
m^» on account of ihcir wounds, were 
uuable to retire from the field. T'^ofc 
anoong them who were rativcft of Bri- 
tain) i»et with very civil ufjge from 
the Provincial ; but llie ndL.ve* of 
America experienced g»eai ft verily j 
and were treated a» men who had de- 
lerted their own culotirs, and fought 
under tbofe of an enemy. 

After thii rcpullei ihc encamp* 
tncnt at the Great Bridge was broke 
lip; and as the enemy wai daiiy in- 
creadng in nunibrr, and there appear* 
ed reafonable hope of being able 
tt> refill hiin. Lord Dinniore with- 
drew again to hib Hii^jpiug. It W'-ig 
row tqiially numerous, and crouJcd 
^'ith penpic of all deuominationHi who 
were his adherents, and who had fled 
to it as the only place of proteflion 
from the refentment uf the Piovincial 
paity. 

While I^ord I^oumore wis tlins 
extrtiug himfclf on the coills ui V.r- 
ginia, a p!aa was forming to iavjde 
ilt t<>^;cthv.T wiiii ti.e oiiier fotKhern 
col(ii)ie:». on liicir ba-^k and iiilaiul 
piris. Ti»e people in iriofe ietilenients 
vcre confjJevni as ilr(»M|;ly altjwhr-ii 
to the Eii^Iiih goveriuiiviit, and it 
^\'-$ expr^ii'J ih.^.t hirj.^e nnr.iUrs of 
ll:cm v\\;uM be diTpori- i t) t:i!ve up 
a-nisiiiiji fjjjpMt. It wiS alio f.ip- 
jM>ri.d that r.».i5'r »'f liie In. ban t; i:,c3 
1:1 t!ic i:ci;:li?)-:::l:'>f'd of fiofc p;;irs, 
«»;;»/.;! b- tipi? -i.t in] »iM lliem. *-iil 
this V. ;y.i!.] fuMn a foice fifE'jicnt to 
m tkc an eilc^iiinl Jr;.pr.ifioh on the 
en«.iny, /iiid to open aoiiliige in the 
vc*iy lir.v.i of liie C.'i>lt>ii.cs, ihroi'^ll 
which iIkv m'^'I't m^-Lc nn inuption 
into an) I\(2vinec llicy ciiuie partlcu- 
j;t!v t^ a'tavk. 

\':r,; n'a v.as ?he colony chiiDy 

H'nud at by this tjheine. Fhe pro- 

j» ■t^^(if it v.is Mr. Conclly a Pi-nn- 

. \yl«'jnian, a man completely qualified 

^w its cxvcuUou. lie was cue of 



thofe reftlefs and daring mi 

that feemed bora for the un] 

period they lited lu, and will 

America abounded at thh tin 

Hecommunicatcdhiiproje^ 

Dunmore» with the adivity w 
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Conclly fet out iuimediutely I 

it forwards with all poOiblc cxj 

I'hrough a multiplicity of 1 

he reached the back fettlcmci 

there found means to iiegotii 

great fccrecy, a treaty with ti 

ans fituated on the Oiiio, and i 

over to his detign the po«ip!c i 

remote dillricls. On h'tn rctuf 

Lord JDunntore with the intt 

of his fuccefFi he was difpati 

B )Ilon with proper recoinmrn 

Here he was comnjiGoocd 4n 

ral G'ige to act in thitf buu 

Colonel and Commaniler, wii 

mifcH uf bciifg ihoi'oughiy fup 

By this plan it was agreed, tt 

Britilh forces at Ditroit» andtl 

in its vicinity 9 with thofe tlu 

iUtioned in others of thufe dift: 

tle'ncnts, fhould each furni(ha' 

nien as could poflibly be 

With thefe, which would akc 

fjr.n a couli jerabli! body, tbe( 

was to proceed as ejriy the netl 

a< praCtJCublc, t) Piiibjrg, wl 

was to ctUbliAi hi<i head quart 

t!ie dildflfoctcd party there wast 

r.ipp:cfr.\l, and the friends of ] 

rnv :;t collected to a fuiltoient 1 

til form them into iCKi-uenca,* 
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c friends of jjfovcrn- 
able to declare thfm- 
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oftbplcvbokidflcd 



for (helter on board the (hipping was 
not lefs diftrefsfuU ; as -they were cut 
off from all communication afhore, thef 
were dellitute of means to. provide 
themfelves with neceiTaries, and were 
reduced to the motl dreadful extremi- 
ties. In fuch a fit nation, the calls of 
nature rendered them defperate, and 
they neg]e£led no opportunity of ven- 
turing to land in every place where 
they expelled to find provi lions. Thif 
occafioned perpetAial (kirmifhes be- 
tween them and the Provincial ttoops 
that lay in wait to intercept them. 

During thefe tranfadlions a man of 
war of fome force arrived at Norfolk 
^ harbour. It was now refolved to in- 
fill upon their pcrmirtinur the fleet to 
be furniflied with neceffaries, and that 
they (hould defid fron^ annoying the 
(hipping with their mufketry, which 
only tended to thef deflroyingof men 
without neceifity, and could hardly he 
viewed in any other Ught but that 
abfolute murder. 

The fad was, that the Americaa 
foldiery chiefly compofed of rifle-men« 
dationed themfelves in the houfes and 
upon the wharfs oppofite to the (hip«' 
ping, took ever}" opportuiiity of firing 
at the people on board* and dedroycd 
fj;ne of them daily. 

The requifition made by the Cover'* 
nor was accompanied with a menace 
to fire upon that part of the town from 
which the annoyance came, in cafe 
they refufed to comply. But their 
anfwer was a premptory denial of 
both his demands. In confequeoce of 
this, notice was given to the inhabi- 
tants of what was intended, that thef 
might prftvioufly remove thcmfelver 
out of danger ; and atftier allowing 
them a due fpacc of time for that pur- 
pofe, that fide of the town was can* 
nonaded which lay ncrareft the water** 
and a party of foldieri and marines 
was Undedt the more ^ffcdoally to ftt 
dre to the boufet in t||it quarter. 

It was not the ta){c!iitiOD of Lord' 

DunBore lo cstendodic dcCbcutitiA^ 

an? ImWsrt !CVm liLviiwaii»% )^^^ 

ft. • ■ 
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They made good tlieir retreat oo* 
dcr the gunt oriheir ,own works, the 
enemy not veaturing to purfuc thtm. 
The only prifonen* made wcic fuch 
ms, on aecount of their wounds, were 
uuabitf to retire from the field. TIkjIc 
among them who were patlvcR of Bri- 
tain) met with very civil ufjge from 
• the Provincial ; but the natives of 
i\merica experienced great fcvv-riiy j 
and were treated a:» men who had de- 
ferted their own, colours, auJ fought 
uudrr tbofe of an enemy. 

After thii rcpuUci ihe encamp- 
toent at the Great Bridge was broke 
tip; and as the enemy was daily in- 
creadng in number, and there appear- 
ed reafonable hope of being able 
to refill him, Lord Duuniore with- 
drew again to his fhippiug.- It wag 
ROW equally numerous, and crouded 
^'ith people of all deuominationa, who 
were his adherents, and who had fled 
- to it as thr only place of prote6lion 
from the refeatmeat of the Pioviiicial 
paity. 

While Lord I^uumore W38 tlius 
' exert iug himfelf on the coall.'i of V.r- 
ginia, a p!aa was furmiH^ to iavade 
iCf together wii'n the other Tout hern 
colonies, on tlieir back and iiilaiid 
|niis. The people in tlu)fe icttlenicnts 
were coiiT'drred as llrofi;;!/ attjwlifd 
to the EngliHi goveriJiiuiU, and it 
wss cxpeRjd ihnt large uumbtrs of 
l!:cm wcul.l be difpufi:! i'> t;i.ve up 
5i-njs in ii;i fjppoit. It w:is aifo f.ip- 
p>red ihat r).n*r uf tiie li^lian triijes 
1:1 ttjc nti;:libv.::rh')od of t'lofc paits, 
lii:;^'.:: b*- bn.ii,;l:t to j >ia rliem. /ill 
this vvv>u!:i foiin a fvxce fiifEcicnt to 
m ikc an eiTwCiinl inr;prcifion on the 
enemy, and to open a pillage in the 
veiy iH'AVl of the Co^>ijics, through 
which liiey mi^ht rrijLc an ir:uption 
into an) Province ihey chufv: particu- 
jjilv to nTtack. 

\':r,;:n'a v.as the colony chit fly 

H'aud ar by ih-K Icheme. The pro- 

j.. tnr <if it V.M3 Mr. Conelly a P^nn- 

. u i^'jnian, a man completely qualified 

r«r its rxcculluu. lie was cue of 



thofe reftlcfs ind daring ind 
that feemed born for the tern; 
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America abounded at this titift 

He communic4ted his pr^jed 
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Through a multiplicity of c 
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mifes of beiiig thoroughly fu^ 

By this plan it was agreed, tl 
BrliKh forces at Ditroit, and t 
in its vlcinity» with thofe th 
(taiioned in others of thofe dii) 
tiements, fhould each furnifh: 
men as could poflibly be 
With thefe, which would alt 
form a coufi jerable body, the 
was to prucceJ as ejrly the aex 
as pratticuble, to Pitlojrg, w 
was to ciUbbfli hi^ ht^d quart 
the difdfFcAed polity there was 
fi]pp:tfr.\i, and the friends of 
m\.:it colle^-ted to a fuflijicul 
to form them into rcKi.neius, 
riiTontgli he was to ciofs the A 
M()UiU:)ins, and pc'.K'lrate intt 
nia. Here, after lenvixig fori 
berland {Irongly gairtfoncd, he 
to fall down the river Potomac 
feize upon Alcx-mdria, when 
concerted that Loid Dannior 
meet him with the fi^ct un 
command. r.nd all the force l' 
gather. AlcxanJria wa^ to be! 
iortiBtd, and made a place 
aud the ceuire of their optmlic 
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ana the friends of j^fovern* 
>uld be able to declare them- 
bnut refh'aint, and to form a 
un^ion with facility ; and 
of more importance than all 
ihe communication between 
icrn and foitthcrn Colonies 
efTc^fually cut off. 
^aa t!ie vaft and- comprehen* 
projnfttd by Mr. Conelly. 
nadc a coofiderable progrcfs 
trney towards Detroit ; and 
>n thi back frontiers of Mary* 
had fecmingly efcaped the 
dangers, when he was unluck- 
rrcd by one of thofe unexpedi- 
at 8 that fo often baffle the bcft 
; defigns. 

^cfman with whom he was ac- 
lud had dealt, met him on the 
di redely gave infutmation to 
*(l committee : he was im- 
feized upon fufpicion, and 
I difcovcred the whole defign. 
e communicated to the Cou-> 
the Colonel was thrown into 

; manner was fruftrated a 
jualJy bold and judicioiifly 
and which was now almoll 
int of execution. It is not 
ic tliat had he not been thus 
I the middle of his * reer, 
^ooelly, from the acutcnrfs 
ty of his chara6lcr, would 
uclcd the operations with 
was cntruHed, with equal 
xpedttion; and would have 
e of the mod dangerous ene- 
n the CoDgrcfs would have 
:ountcr. 

mean time, the retreat of 
anmore from Norfolk, left 

entirely at the mercy of the 
a. The loyalills had been 
rcre npon their advcrfaries 
;ir poflciSon of thofe parts .4 
:y was now retorted npon 
d ail thofe who had remained 
ntperienced much ill trcat- 

BMny inortidcatioii*. 
idttiDii of tbolie vbo kad fled 



for (helter on board the (hipping was 
not lefs diftrefsfuU ; as -they were cut 
off from all communication afhore, thcf 
were deditute of means to, provide 
themfelvcs with neceifdries, and were 
reduced to the moil dreadful extremi- 
ties. In fuch a fituation, the calls of 
nature rendered them defperate, and 
they neg]e£led no opportunity of ven- 
turing to land in every place where 
they expelled to find proviHons. Thif 
occafioned perpetual (kirmifhes be- 
tween them and the Provincial ttoops 
that lay in wait to intercept them. 

During thefe tranfadlions a man of 
war of fome force arrived at Norfolk 
^ harbour. It was now refolved to in- 
fill upon their pcrmirtinkr the fleet to 
be furoiflied with neccOTaries, and that 
they (hould dedd fron^ annoying the 
(hipping with their mufketry, which; 
only tended to thef deflroyingofmen 
without neceffity. and could hardly he 
viewed in any other light but that 
abfolute murder. 

The fad was, that the American 
foldiery chiefly compofed of rifle-men« 
dationed themfelves in the houfes and 
upon the wharfs oppofite to the (hip«' 
ping, took every opportuiiity of firing 
at the people on board* and dedroycd 
fj:ne of them daily. 

The requifition made by the Gover<« 
nor was accompanied with a menace 
to fire upon that part of the town from 
which the annoyance came, in cafe 
they refufed to comply. But their 
anfwer was a ptemptory denial of 
both his demands. In confequence of 
this, notice was given to the inhabi- 
tants of wbftt was intended, that thef 
might prtviouily remove themfelvcs* 
out of danger $ and aftier allowing 
them a due fpacc of time for that pur- 
pofe, that fide of the town was can* 
nouaded which lay n(rareft ttie water** 
and a party of foldiers and marines 
was landed* the more'fSedually to ftt 
fire to the boufes in tjjtit quarter. 

It was not iht iniieotion of Lord 
Doonore lo csteiid<^e dc(Ltudi>A% 

aiiytorth(er% !E)m ^1flalOi)l^^vV«^ 
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been faid, compleated it, by fettin^ fire 
tu chofe paitsthat lay at adift^nccfrom 
the WAter liJf, and which, as the wind 
"was ftvouraMo to ihcm, would frjoi 
their ficuation have efcaped the con- 
flii^ration. It has evtn btcn pofitiVelf 
efTrrted, that almoft at the wry mo- 
nunt the hoafet near the (hjrs were 
fct on fire, the flames were alfo per- 
ceived in fe vera I parts that were far- 
thcll from them, and that they were 
burnt by the 'iircftion of the Virginian 
Congitfs ilftflf, in order tj put an end 
at once to ail hopes in the loytills of 
receiving a^iy aid from that place. 

la this unfortunate manner w.if de- 
ftroycJ one of i!ie finoll towns of Vir- 
giiii;>, and ih'.* urii for commerce and 
opuItDCo. The computation of the 
damage done on this occalion, amount- 
ed to between three and fuur hundred 
thouf^nd pounds. D.f^^re this difaf- 
ter, its condition was fj fijuri(hfnj, 
that *he annual rents of the houfes ex- 
ccevied ten thoufa.;:) p« unds. 

S > j^reac became now the inveteracy 
to the loyalills, that In order to de- 
prive them of all mc3»is of fiite nance, 
the plani.uions oi winch the (ituation 
cxpufcd it)w*m to incurGjns fron^ the 
ihippin ▼, were totally dtftroycd, and 
the inhabitiintf compelled to remove up 
the country with tiicir cattle, and ail 
the t ffeft? they could carry <>ff, 

WJiile Virginia was fuffering in 
this crad manner from in'eiline dif- 
fentionp, its nel)(hUours, thr C-«rollnas, 
werj mujh in the fame dillradt.d Hate. 
In Morih Carohna, Governor Martin, 
a gentleman ot ;;reat vi»rour and a6t:vi» 
ty, was involved in perpetual cnntelis 
with the various committers and af- 
fociatiors it had formed, and efp^rcially 
with the Provincial Congref«*. He 
was accnfcd ^ having, like JLord Dun- 
more, endcavoun?d to excite a rebcl- 
It'oo among the negroes; and upon 
that, and otiicr rnarges, he was decla- 
red a public enc iy to the CoIoiiies« 
and to that p( Icalarly of which, at 
Covernor« he gbt to have had the 
iatcrcA molt u |irfrf and -ali perfon ■ 



were So cottfeqiience, incer^'AeAml 
aoy cotnmunicttton v^ith bin.. 

He replied to thia deoliri'lija ^ti 
bold and fpirited prodkiftai ion ; «rh3» 
in he cleared himfelf .if malevokucs^tt 
the Province, and ju*!incd hit cooMj 
by a variety of rearma ; aoi«ai.V 
log at the fame time with the atmiA] 
freedom and pointednefs, iipou aHthqf . 
proceedings! and rcproli^tiog tbeoi^j 
inimical to peace, and rcpui^atnttatli; 
duty and obedience which they owed M 
Great Britian,and tending mmidtf] 
to breed ill blood and kiru&e Cediiiii ; 
and rebellion. 

The wrath and refentmeat of tit 
Provincial Con-.^fs was provokjed 
fuch a pitch by this prudamlttittt'^ 
that they voted it a libel of the 
injurious and defamatory nature |. 
loaded it with every opprobrioot 
thet they could devife, and or4ered ki 
be publicly burned by the comoMoi 
cutioner. 

Notwithftanding the* riolence 
enmity of the Congrefs, the 
entertained a full expectation of I 
able to defeat their deii^ns. Hcl 
ly relied on the loyalty of tliofc 
were fettled ia the interior partaof llft^ 
Province, and fuch as bad lately 
grated from Scotland, whu were 
ly Hi^'lilanders, a brave and hardy racp 
of men. — With ihefe he doubted 
to furm a numerous body of fifta 
determined adherents, to whoa tltt^ 
Congrefs would not find it lit ^Hiti 
pow*r to oppofe an equal force. 

While arrangements were 
to bring them together, he tht-^__ 
it pru'.feiit, for his own perfonal feeriiif'j 
ly, to fortify his refidcnce at Nel 
in order to prevent a furpriae 
people whofe inveteracy he wa 
preheufive might prompt them to< 
him fiiuie infult. His intcntiott 
to replenifh it with ; warlike ftocC^M 
to ftrengthcn it fo weQ| as to fieP " 
attempts again ft him at defiaaee* 
had partly executed hit dc(^gB« #> 
on th« movinif of fome go«i^i 
^jMcioa oC \v M^bi {Qllowcd IBflM^ 
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iDturrcdiiD* which appeared 
(^erout, that he found it iroft^ 
ble inilafitly to withdraw, and 
' himfclf on board an armed 

e populace ruOicd into his houfe 
CD of what they fufpcdcd, and 
cred accordingly g\jnpowder and 
rith other ralh'iary flores, con- 

under-ground, in the garden. 
rouBrmed the furmifes that had 
pread concerning his hoflilc in- 
QS» and be was now regarded as 

with whom it waa no longer 
try, or proper, to keep any mea- 

the mean tinne, finiilar methods 
cerding were adopted through- 
>i8 Province as in the other Co- 
Ai: upper council, and com- 
:i of fufcty, were non^inated ; and 
other regulation made that was 
i requiiiu for good order and 
nmeat. They provided in the 
manner for the public di fence, by 
l out the militia and railing ad- 
il forces. They a£ted, in ihort, 
i)it f<ime fplrit and determination 
ir neighbours. They framed a 
: addrcfd to all the fuhjeds of the 
h empire, in the fame itile as thofe 
lavr all cad y been mentionedf de« 
g (heir rradincfa to be reconciled 
conilitutiunal terms, and their 
tton to admit of no other. 
South Carolina the like difturb- 
prcvailcd. The ptoplc charged 
Governor, Lord William Camp- 
Mrho had oppofcd their proceed- 
vith great fpirit and pcrfcverance, 
having treated with the Indians 
eir afliHance again ft them, and in- 
I the iuliabitantft of the back- 
menta to attack theircountrymen. 
commotions raifcd upon this cc- 
1 were fo violent, that he was 
ellcd to retreat on board a man 
ir. 

fier hrs departure, they took the 
oment into their own hands ; 
in order to obivate any dangtr 
night arife flom the negotiations 



that had heen carried on with the back 
fettlcra, they deputed Mr. Drayton 
to ronftr with them, a jrcnilcman fa- 
mous for his oppo fitif n to th< Britifh 
government, and at that time the mod 
popular man in the Province. He 
proceeded to that par: (^f the country 
at the head of a ccufideraLle body of 
men. An agreement was accordingly 
entered into between both parties : m 
which all d:ff;.renceR were fettled to 
their mutual fHti8fa£^i(>n ; the back- 
fettlers binding the.Tfelves to a peace- 
able demeanour, and in no diape to op- 
pofc the meafures that Hiould be adopt- 
ed by the Provincial meeting, nor to af- 
ford any afliflance to the Britifn mili- 
tary. In other Tcf|;c6^s they were left 
at freedom to a£l as they deemed ic 
moft (Xnedient for their own welfate* 
They were to be permitcd to remain 
perfc6Iy neutral in thepnfcnt quavnl 
between Great Briiian and tiie Co- 
lonies, and were by no means to be fub- 
jeA to any detriment for refudng to 
efpoufe their caufe. 

Having delivered tV.emfeltcs from 
all apprehcnfions on that quarter, their 
next bufinefs was to fettle a form of 
governnient. They appointed a coun* 
ctl of fafety to confid of thirteen mem- 
ber*", who were to be s Hilled in cafes (»f 
diiliculty and importance, l«y a com- 
mittee of one hundred. Hearing at 
the fame time, that preparations were 
making in England, which were par* 
ticularly levelled at this Colony, they 
negle6ied no means to put it inapollure 
of defence by raifing force;:, diligently 
training them, and efpecially by forti- 
fying Charles Town in the llron^tft 
manner they were able. 

During thefe tranfaAions In the 
f(;uth of the continent, the niilitaiy 
oi>eration8 in the north ilill cotainu. il» 
tl.ough not with the lame vigour as at 
the con^.mencemtnt of tlie'c«i(2>p3i^n. 
The Britifl) troops in liollon v\cretui> 
much dimini(hed, and weakened, thro' 
ficknefii and fatigue, to undertake any 
hazardous attempt ; and the PtovinclaU 
ihouuht, on vW ovuu V*.v\^^>XN»x>N^i 
R 3 ^^^^ 
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1^1 d enough in krcping them clofe coo- 
liDcd in that town. 

In the beginning of 06^ohery Ge- 
neral Gu^e rtllgtad the can)m.ind of 
the Britijfh forces to t*entral Howe, 
and took hit departure for England. 
1 he new commander in chief had in. 
numerable diflicultirt to contend with. 
The nuinber of mal-contents among 

c inhiibicants was Fery great ; and 
they irude It their continual bufineft 
to coiivey the fpcedicil inielHgeucc of 
all iLiat wat trarfa^ed in the town, to 
their friends without. This, from the 
filiation and extenfivenefsof the place, 
and other circua itance?, it was impof* 
fibic to prevent. A fcarcity of frefti 
ppwifions Oill continued, wliich was 
iliftrcffiiigly felt by the garrifon, the 
fick cfp^cialiv, who werr: very nume- 
rous. The rooted antipathy of the 
gentrality of the natives, made it ex- 
ceed! np-ly (Hfficult to difcriminaie be- 
tween the well and the IH-affccled, and 
prevented any dependence being placed 
on cither. 1 hua the prudence and 
f '^pcily of ♦he commander in chief 
was fcconJtd by nci.c nf thcfe helps* 
tliat wouL? in tl."h cife Ijave proved 
moll uUM piui clnc.icluu?. He could 
triiJt thoiouv^h y n^nc !)iit h'sown ptro- 
p!c, in ilu fc txi^«Muirs :hnt required 
m'-il inform-itioii a".d -lovlce. 

Inorck. »oolivii:e, as effedluallv rs 
it la, IH Ms power, t!»c danger* arifc- 
ing from tliis ycrpetuhl comnnnii:'.**- 
tiun, and t:> prcvci.i as much us pof- 
fi;>K' the f" i! ly wi:h which it had 
h' CM rarrir' on ii'lhe*. to, a p-'cchMia- 
tlon wjs i(riJ;iu, bv which liic* iiJiabI- 
tjp^r: wee fjrh;il('en tc (jnit the tc^An 
v/t'ih'Uit pfpriiinon. on p.«in of fuf- 
fciin;; r.i'.lisiiry txii'ut;on ifr.ifcovfr- 
ei ■ i iti:' ■■*, d f* If* hi* :<rrai^ijc«i ?8 
jt;. u: ir*.*?il<»n ifiiuy If-f-ii'il • flrcl 
l!<" .' .i., ati<l U# ioifiM llifir tf 
f c's. ^.;«;:. a> oh: ■•••td r. licei.lc to 
oc^*. rt, wtiL pr.'bibiied uinlcr htavy 
J ' .,..h t., i.c.w takiu^j with l!;tm a- 
b. vf '.% i-.'.iii» q'.!nMiy of money. 
/\i iTc-i.- li .\ .<•• ii'ilit 'liieiStrd to be 
lojwcii, h) whiQii lh^;lc ubo rciwuin- 
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ed 10 the towo, were bovnd to A 
in its defence : fuch' oF them Mtoe 
thought proper to b^ felc6ird fbrdtf 
purpofe, were to be difidcd iBlocWi 
panies, and properly armed aiddt 
ciplined ; the others were toeontrte 
a (urn of monef in lieu of their p» 
fonal fervice. 

It had been hoped by fomefiUi 
to goFcrnmenti that at the czpintiv 
of the time for which the ProiiacM 
foldiers were inh*{led« the bumIv 
would return to their homeSfanrv 
long and unufual ao abfcnce. Ik 
term was now approaching, aid lb 
Congrcfs itfclf was not withoatii 
fears upon this accoont. For tbtpt» 
venting of an event, that vould \m 
been fo prejudicial 'to their caufe, tktf 
deputed a committee of their ■■ 
popular and re fpeded members tsos* 
operate with General Wa(hiDgt8i ■ 
keeping the continental army fas 
disbanding. In this they fuccccddii 
their fullcft expcdatioas. The whib 
army rc-rn lilted for the term sfl'' 
twelvemonth. 

'J he objed which the 
found it mull difficult to conpa&il' 
their military exertions, was the f^' 
curing a fufficicncy of gunpoinkb, 
The want of it prevented the eiecr 
tinn and the attempt of many adc^. 
They had been uncommonly iodalii*-, 
ous in the preparation of the (evOB 
ingredieiits of which ihis manafadtft 
is cGmi^ofed ; but time only codl, 
brin^' this rtfource to that flatc* 
abundance which w;i8 at prtfent ft ' 
mneh needed. Mean while iM. 
chief fupplses were frnm abroad S b* ^ 
they came in very (lowly, and airidi' 
a nuihit'ude of obllacles. TbccsS^, 
muiiicatioii with thofc L'uropeao coil*, 
tiies from whence it was to be hifc 
wi.s intercrptedi and the oaTigatiiil'] 
c'f therr own fliippii:g was fo diltgeiH ] 
ly tracc*d, and To clofcly watcjlit i 
that the importation of this iiidilffll*;^ 
fible neccffary, wa^ attended with 
very kind of Uiiuculty and difeoM) 
oient. 
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iroof to wbat extremities 
reduced from the fcaoti- 
ipowder, fume of their own 
had been faid| ncknoifthdge- 
lile ihty lay before Bo(lon, 
It oAc time i'o (hort, that 
been attacked, they muft 
y have fled, and difembo- 
felvcs. At Bunker's HiU 
igion, many had expended 
e ftock before the bufinefs 

!dy fo eflcntial a deficiency, 
jftTc fpared, and no expt- 
untried. The fwifteft fail- 
were difpatched to the coad 

10 Africa, where they pur- 
ihe powder that was to be 
g the European (hipping 
rading along the fhores of 
[ive country : they bought 
etence of making up their 
ments of ariiclea for the 
lat country ; and they went 
ifpeAed. Anotber fupply 
ht from the ifiand of Ber* 
here the crew qf a veffcl, 
lat purpofe, landed in the 
1 plundered the magazine, 
1 fome diftance from the 
1 the powder it contained. 
lit of adion between the re- 
the Provincials at BoftoD, 
f war was now carried on 

coaft of New England, 
fcmbled, in fome meafure, 
k the people of Virginia 
^riencing upon their own 
,d rofe alio from fimiler mo- 
leccfQty of procuring frcfh 
As the inhabitants were 
radory and violent in their 
ndexercifed all the refinance 
able, the confequence was, 
r'ere treated occaiionally with 
ity. 

other places that fuf&red 
rfe of ihefe boftilitiesi was 
of Fslmouth, fituated in 
, in the Province of Main, 
it same given to the 'Dortb* 



ern parts of Maflachufet, from whicb k 
i sdividcd by the Colony of New Hamp* 
(hire. It was a commercial thriving 
place, confiding of about five hundred 
houfes. Its harbour V as particularlf 
commodious for its proximity to thofe 
parts of tl>e country where (hip-timber 
was plenty ; and it was here the (hip- 
ping from England took in yearly a 
large quantity of ma (Is, efpecially forthe 
navy. Avefltlwaslying hereatthistime 
for that very purpofe : a difference 
unhappily arofe about the loading of 
her, which occafioned a violent dillur- ' 
bance. It proceeded to fuch lengthy 
that in refentment for the people's be- 
h'civlour, a rcfolution was taken t<k 
deliroy the town, which was efiedled 
accordingly, after notice had; been 
given to the inhabitapts to remove 
with what effefts they could carry off* 

The deftru£lion of Falmouth was 
grievoufly refented by the Ph>vincial8* - 
TheCongrefs pf MaiTachufet, which 
was then fitting at Watertown, dc* ; 
tn-mincd imn^ediately to take every 
poflible meafure for the protedion Jf ' 
their coaft, and with that intent pa(r(rd 
an ad for granting Jetters cf marque 
and reprifal, and erected Courts of ' 
Admiralty for the trial and adjudica- 
tion of all Briti(h prizes brought into 
their harbours. 

To qualify, in fome rcfpcft, fo dan- 
ing a meafure, they declared, at the 
fame time, that their fule intentioa 
was to guard their fea coaiU from 
violence and depredation, and tofc* 
cure the navigation of their own vef- 
fcls : to|this end thofe (hips only were 
liable to be captured, that brought 
fupplies to the forces that were admg 
again (I them. ^ 

While hoftittties were thus carried 
on by land, and preparations t were 
making to extend them to the fcs, 
numbers of individuals in America 
wrere sealoufly tlnying, by means of 
their connections in England, to avert 
the confequences that mull inevitably 
tofttt from a conttnuattoa of il\^ \i\:w 
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natural war entered into by Great Bri- 
tain and her Colcnits, They repre- 
feuted the evident dangtr of a'iding 
fnfh caufes of irritation to a people 
who were already fiifficienily exafper- 
«t}d. TLeir afft-dlions, tho' ot long 
ftanding in favour of a country from 
which they orijjiuated, were now al- 
moft broken, and hung on fo flendtr 
a thready chat little was wanting to 
^ifconneft them (rom England f>>re- 
^er. No lime was to be 1>(1 in h'-aling 
the w«iuiuly while it might yet be 
c^.ofed ; but Doo reliance was to be 
]ili:ced upon dillant hoprb ; the quar. 
rcl waa ct of a nalur*: to b^ made up 
\v!ienever Britain (liould think proper, 
^hc feafonfor adion waa beginning 
to draw til wards an end : the Ame- 
ricans would employ that Kifuie in 
pondering upon the futisrc, and rtflcc* 
ting on the paft : the events rf the 
prefcnt camptiign had been rather f«- 
iroHrablc to them ; and the profpt6i 
of the incrcafing enmity of Biitiiin, 
from its vaft preparations agaiiid ihem, 
might in all likelihood drive ihcai in- 
to meafuresy which, if once adopted, 
would fet rccuuciliation at a woeful 
diftance. 

They Hill, however, difclaimed all 
ideas of that U:ndcncy : they unaiii- 
niotiHy proielled that they took up 
aims with no other intenty than lo 
maintain their rightf, and to obtain a 
redufj of jfricvariccb : they looked no 
further at prrfent : a ftpiiation from 
the pairiit flaic wa« an olj<d fouign 
to tlieir w:(hes ; hut if ilic difpute 
ilill la(l«ci, who could tell how it 
uouKl icrminatc ? If bUit.dflied con- 
tinued tnucli loii^cr, habitual enmity 
Would obliterate all fornu-r friend fliip, 
and bccoine at lali fumiliar to their 
fitlin^^s. 

Sucli \^is the matter of the epiflo- 
lary rep. tlVniat ions that were conti- 
tinally :ir4i\ing Kom America ; but 
\v!»a:cvcr impiifliun they might mnke 
"iili':i ihife lo whom thry were add re f- 
fiil, tlity pi o«! need no iR\:C\ with thofe 
periuuk u'LoIc iniluence would have 



been Favoorable in promoting the tA 
for which thry were written. 

In the midft of thofe violent fcesci 
that were a£king in America, rcmoo* 
ft ranees of this kind were not nalre* 
quent even to the gentlemen of lie 
i.itr.y icfclf. The prrfon who chiJf 
(xcited the attcniitia of the pobltcoi 
this account, was General JL:e, whole 
Itf^ters to I^ord Percy and Genenl 
Burgoyuc, were oii'^insiis in ibcir 
kind, ami fully exh'bited the p*ctt!iff 
difpoiiifon of that celtbrated offi^r. 

While thefe conciliatory attcnptl 
were m^de on one hand, a circun- 
ftance that much contributed oothe 
oth<^r to emlitter and alienate \hi 
mi lids of both parties in Amcrk^ 
wa« the acrimonious ilile c»f tliLir pub- 
lic corrcfpoiidcnce. As the leiteii 
ti:at p:i(red b^riween them were cfta 
rccafioiied by erroneous reports, tfll 
m.l-!laicd fads, they were of cuurle 
di ciaicd fomctimes by the keenel 
anger and refcntment, and prtiduced 
tilt like emotions in thofe to whoa 
they were directed. 

The rancour that always accoiB- 
panies a civil war, renderrd iiidivid^ 
aU on both fides extremdy impatieat 
to any deviation frotn the friendly 
treatment, to which, by liabks of 
long intimacy, they were reciprocallf 
accuilumed. Lviry proof of enmttyi 
however flight, ft ill was heavily Ititt 
as prv.>ceedipg from thofe who weiC ' 
once liiciicis and alTociates. Froil 
motives of this kind, the parties who 
compLined of hcMig aggrievedt «CVC 
apt, in I he bitteThf^ls of their impati* ', 
rncc, atid inveteracy, frequently to 
aK^ravatc the caufcs of their ooa* 
pldinib : this of courfe infldmcd ihc 
minds of thofe uho weie intcreftsA 
in prott cling them from ill ufag^ 
and eiiga^'cd them lo efpoufe tlidc 
defence with all the warroili of indigo 
nation. 

A remarkable inftance of thboi* 
ture happened ut Bufton, while inveil* 
cd by the Piovincial brmyi and pio* 
duccd thofe memorable Icitcn bctwcct 

tho 
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efpcAiTC commtnHers, of which with your ov/o. I cannot conceive 

ich notice was taken at the time* one more honourable than that whitb 

^hich created fuch diverfity of flows fiom the uncorrnpted choice of 

>n8 concerning their merit and a brave and free peopb» the pur^ 

ietj. fource and original foontain of all 

ist with which General Wa(hing« power. Far from making it a pl^ 

:lofed his corrcfpondcnce with fur cruehy, a miud of true magna- 

ral Gage, was conceived la nimity, and enlarged ideas, would 

of peculiar fpiritednefs and e- comprehend and refpefl it." 
y and drew a flrong pidure of Such were the principal parts 6f 

arader and principles, as well as this celebrated Ictitr, which was by 

>fe that animated his countrymen the Americans reprcfen ted as the com- 

It time. pletefl model of the ftile becoming hia 

Whether/' faid he, '* Brilifli or Aation, and the occafion to which it 

ican mercy, fortitude, and pa- was adapted, and was at the fame time 

', are moir pre-eminent — whether commended in every part of Europo 

ridlorious citizfns, whom the wliere it was read, and even in Eng* 

of tyranny has forced into arms land itfelf, as the only anfwer be could 

end their property and frecdum, make in his prefent circumftances. 
* mercenary inftniments of law- In this Inter General Wafhingtoa 

omination> avarice, and revenge,, boalted, not unjuflly, that f^r from 

efrrvc the appellations of ribels, being obliged to compet, or to requeft 

:he punifhment of that curd, the afiitlance of any of his couniry* ' 

our a(Fe£led clemency has fore- men, he was rather embarraifed with 

:o inflitft — whether the author!- the numbers who crowded to his camp, 

dcr which I aft is ufuvpcd, or^ from the fole impulfe of love to their 

:d upon' the genuine principles country. 

crty, fuch confiderations are al* Certain It ts, that without advert- 

icr foreign to the fubjcA of our ing to the reditude or erroneoufccli 

pondence. I purpoldy avoid of their notions, the Americans wens 

Inicut difquifition; nor (hall I at this period animated with the fuN 

uyfelf of thofe advantages which left perfnaGon that they were a£lin{^ 

:red caufe of my country, of li« the part of true patriots, and com- 

and human nature, give me over bating for tbofe objcdts which arc 

much Icfs iliall I (loop to retort held (acred and inviolable in all coun- 

vcdtve. tries. 

cr juftif^ing the Provincials It is no lefs true, that they wer^ 

:he cruel treatment of the pri- countenanced and upheld in this per- 

» imputed io ihem, *< you advife fuadon by all the European world, 

aid he, ** to give free operation Compofitions of every kind were pob^ 

:h. tu punifh mifreprefentation lifaed in tjieir favour ; th?tr caufe wa» 

klfehood. (f experience ftamps maintained by a number of works in 

ipoo counfeK your's mult have profe, and poems were written in 

ht which few can claim : you praifc of their valour and fucceffes. 

a tvU how far the convulHons The French, as already obferved, were 

have brought fuch ruin on not o:'ily the foremoit of any people 

juntrieSf and (haken ths mighty in their fecret cncouragem^utf and 

of Briiain toils fgundaiion, open applaufb and vindication of the 

< traced to thefe malignant Americans, but loft no opportunitj 

of exerciGng their natural vivacity ^ 

oa aSe£^, Sir, to defpife all upon thift (at^^d. va «i x^xx^v^) ^\ ^^^^« 
>t derived from the £rme fource ^"^t: 
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They celebrated every fortunate evjnt 
that bcfcl the Provincials, n'lt only in 
oiles and epic (Iriiins, but in a miilti* 
plicity of fongs, epi^^rams, and tlanzas» 
mnd other prod unions of a £niilar 
nature. 

With fo many inducements before 
them, it is by no meano furpnzing the 
Americana (hould ft-cl and cxpiefit fuch 
uncommon war mi h and vehemence up- 
on every occafion, anJ become peifc6t 
cnthudadi in a caufc wherein they con- 
fiJcred their duty and their intcrell ai 
equally concerned and to ntglcdt the 
defence of which, they viewed in the 
double light of treafon and itnpiety. 
"When a^uattd by fuch motivesi men 
are never lukewarm and tcmifs i and 
thefe were unquellinnjbly the ruhng 
principirs in America at this time. 

The force and animation that ac- 
companied their difcuflion of public 
mattcrst fliowed how deeply they were 
affc^fted by them, and with what weight 
and ferioufnefs they dwelt upon their 
thoughts, and took up the whole of 
their fludy and iittcintion. 

A (Iroog fpccimen of the maxims 
and fcntimcnts by which they were 
governed, was exhibited in a famous 
fpeech made by one of the Delegates 
. to the Continental Congrefs of the 
prefcnt year, on the ncccfllty of their 
taking up arms. 

" The greet God," faid he, «' who 
is the fcaichcr of all things, will wit- 
sefs for me, that 1 have fpukcn from 
the bottom and purity of my heart.-— 
It is an arduous conti.icration we are 
110 w upon, and furcly wc have cdu* 
iidered it carm flly. I may think of 
every gcntlcmnn here, a» I know of 
myfelf. For fcven years pall, this 
qiieftioil has till, il the c'ay vu'th a:x>- 
oub ih^ii^hu, and the ni^hc with can*. 
— IfccCoi?, to witom wc unpcirl, mull 
judge US. If tht grievances of which 
vre complain did iMt come ii^xiu us 
nnpruvokcd, and unexpected, wlicn 
our hi-arts were fiPal with rtfpcdtful 
Itffcdiou for our purcnt ilatCi and with 



loyalty to our King, let flavery, dl 
worl^ of human ills, be our portial 
Nothing lefs than fcven years sfiii 
fulted complaints, and reiterated wfs^ 
could have (haken fuch rooted U 
men's. Unhappily for us, fphnlH 
and f] fvcry arc the faoie ; and wtlm 
only the melancholy altemaiiTe lAi 
refillance, or of luin/* 

The lad petition of thia Cob|R& 
to the King, contained all thatcv 
unhappy fituation could fuggcA. k 
reprcfcotcd our grievances, iaiiloni 
redrefs, and profciTcd our readiitft 
to contribute for the general vis^j 
to the utmoft of our abilities, lUi 
cundituiionally required." 

He ihcn adverted to the fine if 
that petition, and the dctcrniiostia 
of Parhamcnt to concur with the » 
nillry in pronouncing the GingiA 
an illegal affcmhly, aud thdr griei^ 
ances mere pretences. 

•• I forbear," continued be " * 
enter into a detail of thofc ads, wbick 
from their atrocioufnefs muft bett 
and remembered for ever. Thcyai 
cakulated to carry Hre and iwoffc 
famine and defolaiion through ibefc 
fliuirifliing Colonies. l*he txireMi 
of rage and revenge again ft the worl 
of enemie.4, could not didaie ni» 
funs n.ore defparate and dcflruffiib 

J here are fomc people who trc» 
ble at the approach of war : thej far 
that it r-Mifl put an inevitable ftop'li 
the fur: her pn^grcfs of ihcfe Cobaidh.' 
and ruin irrctricvaMy luufe bcotto 
uhich (he induilty of almuil two CO-- 
turies has called furth fruai ihis OMB 
itfvrigc land. I may command ik 
an>:.iy ofthcTe men, without prufilf 
ihvirjuJgiiifTnt. • 

U»s Ike other evils, it oficl . 
w hold .•mi. Tl.e waters that ftai' : 
n2te, C(;irupt ; the ft or m that wont..* 
the OL^^n into i.ige, renders it fib" 
tary ; IlL-«vcn bus given uanothift 
ui: mixed : the ro'c is not withoBt) 
thorn. Wac calls fcrth the gf 

viiU 
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d cfFortay which woUld fleep 
itie bofom of pvacf. It ex- 
afc laicnt>J, which If untm- 
•c no b<:ttt:r than if they did 
. it opriis rrr'nvccs, whicli 
concealed Uiitlcr the inadi- 
iinq'jil times ; it roufcs and 
, ; it prouuc€s animuti'.)n, 
itcrprjji.:gner&, a!^d fucctfs. 
i conful> hnt')ry.-~Did not 
an repubhrs prc<fper amicifl 
warfare ? Their profptrity, 
ndoiir, and iheir p^wir, a- 
thc ariimatin^ fpirii of war, 
Rome, the miflrefs of the 
lain her groatnefs by the 
ns ! race back t!'e hiPiory 
rJu (late : wheliKr ycui "iew 
,in^ i\nglcs a)^ali»Il I/rin' 8, 
^RinA Nt'rmaiifJ, the B;iro:.8 
r'.polic PriHc-i, or the civil 
le red and white Rofe3, or 
v^cen the n.ition tmd the 
vou fee her in a ftste of al- 
iuual warfare. But amidlt 
contentions, (lie fiourifhed 
7 (Irong ; trained in them, 
er hardy legions fo»-th, and 
le ilandards. of ilnglaad on 
rr.cnts of Paris. 
Ixrautiful fabiicof her con- 
liberty was reared and ce- 
biood. Fi'onr this fuiurfs 
rength thofc fcions iffiied, 
ing deep root in thi*« fruitful 
reared their head^^, and fpread 
eir brandies like the cedars 
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le. r we then to purfue thro* 

vil real gpod ? The war up- 

wc are to enter ii* ntcefTary, 

ore jufl. Men, whofe only 

i. their arms have a right to 

up. Wc fik^ht to prevent 

;ry, broup;ht to fuch beauty 

he infinite toil and haz^ird 

:father8 and^ ourfelves, from 

the prey of that more defo- 

ely fpoilcr than war, pefti- 

famioe, — ^abfojute rule^ and 

.oitioD 1 



*' Onr fufferings have been prcat ; 
onr endurance hjr.fj : — evcrv effort of 
patience, complaint, ?nd fupplication, 
has been exhauiKd. L -t u*^ thercfort 
cortfuit only how we fhdl d<.ftiid our 
liberties vfhh dignity and fucctfs. 
Our parent (late will then think U3 
worthy of her, when (he fccK. that to- 
gtllicr with hcrl berty, we inhtrit her 
ri^n'd rcfduticn of maintaining it a» 
gainll all invjfdcrs. 8he cnlls usher 
children ; let us by ti»e fpiritetinefs 
of our btliaviour, give her leafou to 
pride herfilf in thci? relationlh'p." 
. Such was the llile and method of 
arguiug lu ufe among the Amciicans 
at this time. It communicated -tf !f 
from the hightft to the lowrft clafTca 
among them. It was the language of 
C.ngitfs, ar.d of tvtry Provincial 
meeting throughout the continent : it 
was that of all piivate companies* 
Men feemcd rt gardlcL of all ither ob- 
jcdls but thofc which related to their 
pi- fent (ituation. The hilluries of 
ail fortunate oppofitions to tyrannical 
power were now rea-.l, and lludied 
with Mnrommon afli'inity. — The re- 
volutions that had eilaWifhtd popular 
liijcity on the ruins of oppicfiion, were 
pointed out to public oblVrvation ;,and 
the re fi (lance, that br( ug^it them a- 
bout, was held out for their imitation. ' 
All the parallel circumllances, tliat le- 
prcfentcd a fimilitudc between them- 
ielve.) and thofe nations that had drug- 
gltd for their fre4.do .i, were laid before 
them, particulaily thofc which the 
hillory of i'.ngland afforded. 

It was chiefly upon the precedents 
they fiiundinthis ti'iey built the pro- 
priety and lawfulnefscf their refillance* 
Jt wa8» faid tht^y, full of encourage- 
ments and authorities in their favour. 
The reigns <^f the Plantagcnts, and of 
the TudA*afForded a lutficient number. 
But without looking bark fo far, the 
exau'.ple or thofe r»*folme Engli(hraen 
who withftood the dcdgns ot Charlca 
the Firft, \ras, in ^bcir opinion, the 
moll ^ppofitc cafe to their qwiu 
S Ti.\ 
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It was at thia timcy faid they, tlie 
doArine tf oppofition to unlawful 
power was bt-il unJirilood, and ui->(l 
pr.)pcrly fx-ricii. S nee that acra, it 
hud been fn-ly and explicitly i>t;ibi(h- 
ct), not or.lv in mere ilicorv, but in 
conltant practice. IIk- Eaj;li!h liilto- 
ry fruin tliat period is a pcrpetuid 
couHrmation of the prrfuailoii uf the 
pcupic of England,; that government 
wasinfliiutcd fokly for the bencllc of 
the goverQci^, and that all ideas of a 
different tendency are inconfillent with 
the commun Icnfe and feelings ufmuu- 
kind. 

'i*o this pcrfuafion the Revolution 
wris owing, and the fcttlemcnt of tliC 
Crown in the Hanover line. Boih 
thcfe event-; were authorifcd by the de- 
termination of the people, to lufT^r no 
inconveniences from a conipliancc with 
the ahfurtl itnet, thnt an lured.iiiry 
right fiilWilleu in tljc inih'viduals of par- 
ticular fainiliij tv> govern that d-innw- 
nity, of which, from a eoncurrcnc;: of 
cuuics, ihey happened to become the 
priiu ip.il me(i)t)crs. 

Uut Kn^hin.i was not the only coun- 
try th.ii air>rdc.l inll.in.eb of the relu- 
lution tukcn bv the communitv lo en- 
dure nn opp^cfTiaii. Two illultricus 
ilatts in Eurupe owtd their exillencc 
and piolperity to the conJisct uow 
aJ.)ptwd by Amcriia. The inhribi- 
tJats ot S.. ;iz-il:.nd, and ihoft of the 
Seven I'lii'i'I I*r ivince:* of Jh*: Ne- 
therlands* hud prcctdcd them in the 
fame n nnt career. 1 iiey too huC! bteu 
opprelf. J, i.nd haj, by coura.;e and 
pc! level aucc, imi ui;ly rciiittd opprcf- 
(ion, bill Cult off iiie yoke of tiic op- 
pT.ff.r. 

i'he cafe of ili'.- laf} of ihefc two na- 
tions b..,re a renu. katilc liimliiude to 
tUe-r own. Ti'ey r-a;. kui^ cnieavour- 
cd by pea', eahle ii>i.Miib lo obtain a re- 
drcasot itKir nauy grievances, 'I'hey 
had pctriix,iic.ti, ir,ty iiu»i remonllraitd, 
they hau picand their janjt witii co<i!- 
nclb and nude-ration ; tluy had ufcd 
every ar^u.i.cut, aud every cutreaty to 



previil on tbcir opprcflorsto dcfiftfiov 
in ufnge : thty even fubmittcd tofe 
veriiie>, rather than be thought Uh 
ti'.'Uii and paiLntly bt>wcd tin ir iKcfei 
Kntdth a wci^t.t uf caUmiticiy tfatt 
had (ilnoft cruihid thrm, bef-^retlity 
could bring thiUiielvcb to makeattail 
againd their lyrami 

It was not until they were duly coi- 
vinced, that patience only fervcdif 
harvlcn the hc:Ttii of their uufoeliif 
rulers, and to ei'couragc them to pnn 
cred to their dcfpotic mealurcty ibc 
they took at lall the refolutiini tony 
inain.no longer in a lia'e of paffivelMfc- 
and fi«rbearance, which had occafioiel 
an accumad^tion uf diflrefs upon tbc%. 
and expoled them no left to cuntCBfl 
than to hirlb treatment. 

'i'au;;hl by repeated experiencCi tbl 
acnuiciccncc under injuries i9»iva|l. 
fjhi)weiiby tl:iirrepctitiun,cheybcgit 
by hying afide tlitir obedience to ft|. 
legal deciees, and by drawing thefvoiA. 
in defence of their ju!i rights ; 
however profciling allegiance to tbcJC 
fovcrti^rn, and wi'Iingricfs to Uy doU 
their aniiS, on condition of being N^ 
iii'iuieJ iu the privileges of which tky. 
had been deprived. 

£ui tticfe oilers were rejected will 
a h<Mightiiieiw that compclUd thd^. 
mui h agru'ntl tLci- will to continue ife 
rcliil »ncr ifiey had begun. So oiilt-- 
gat ion ot the tyrai.ny tiicy had eiidi^^ 
ed wa> expiCted, and the oioil drcaAt- 
till n.eubi-es weic thiown out agSOllLj 
tiK-m : cruelty and iniiuofianity in ite 
extrcn>e, acci/n'ipanied the JiuAilitiii' 
tiiat were exirciud againit theait ■■&« 
no^hopes remained of any (iuceiCier 
coucihuiiou. In fuch circiira 
it ^ould have been ihe height ofii 
puuKnce to trull n.en who had 
guilty of fuch eiiorniiticsy and M^ 
thereby foi kited all legard and 
ticence, and could be vievfcd ia^floi 
tUr ii^ltt ihan that of a bloO^Jril 
barbaroui eiiemv* 

In pi lied by thefe inotifC% 
detciuiiucd ai length lo IavciW! 
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lafl remedy of an agj^r'ev-d 
pTcflcd people, to call t/u i!»e 
hat ^railed them, to take the 
rtnent of their ^iITairs inio their 
iiida, an J to declare thcnr.fclvts 
i^^cni an J free. 

y fullilltd tlitir deferminalion 
mgly, and hud no caufe to rc- 
They mHihtHiiKd ihrir inde- 
cc with a i'p rit and fortitude 
ced allobdades: they (Irujrglcd 
a power incimpar.ibly fupen'or 
r own, with a pcrfevirance that 
:d them proof againfl all hard- 
and after a cotited that alio- 
the world by its duration, they 
>ut of it at lad coniplttcly vie- 
f and ellablifhcd a common- 
, which for the extent of lerri- 
pnflllfcpy is the mull populous 
hat ever was recorded in hillory. 
1 were the reprtfer.tations and 
;nts laid before the people of 
ca, to encourage them to a£i 
irmnefs and rcfolulion in the 
cs they had adopttd. Though 
ere not inviteS in a diredl man- 
go the farrie lengths the Dutch 
•ne, yet they were fo fully.re- 
1 of ihem, that it was eafy to ^ 
'c at what the citation of them 
at ; and by feafoniog their minds 
eflcctions of this nature, they 
be duly prepared foi the execu- 

that great defign, which was 
ritating in the cuunftls of thtif 
• 

rder further to animatt them, 
kual fituation of England, and 
ara^^er of the Englifh at the pre- 
ay was dri>w'fi with that height 
>unng which was moti favour- 
. the views of America. England 
Ccribcd as deriving all itsgrcat- 
id importance from its dominions 
continent. Its .principal trade 
lulcnce arofe from that quarter. 
9 daring thvlall triunr.phant war, 
1 Britain to overcome her an- 
ftnd moil formidable enemies. 
fttppli:dhcr military tod marine 



with forae of her bravcft foldicrs and 
ftouttft failors. America had, at that 
time, covered the Weft Indian ocean 
witli her trading vcfTcls an'' her priva- 
teers, and was become htrfclf an object 
of terror to all the enemies of Great 
Britain. 

The bafe imputations of timidity and 
back vardnefs in military affairs had 
been thrown out merely to encourage 
the Mnglifh comm«»nalty to enlift in 
ihofe rc;^iment8 that wtre intended to 
to be employed a-tainft them, rhofe, 
who knew the Aiicricaus, v;ere amply 
convinced, that, in tl-ofe qu V'ficaiioiis 
that eoiiftitute a good fotdicr, they . 
were by no means deficient, and were 
equal, if not fuperior, to llie Enghfh 
themftlve^. — Of what was the bulk 
of the Enijlifh <rmy made up, but of 
the very rcfufe of the nation ? The 
laborious working individuals knew 
their interell too wtl', to give up their 
liberty and comfortable livelihood for 
fo flavifh a profcilion 

When trained and difciplincd in the 
taiHics now mod prevalent, (lill their 
fuperiority was a matter of gi eat doubt. 
In the field of comp4aiti(in with Ame- 
rica, Britain had oljedts of (he mod 
ferioub Cf^nfideration to view. It was 
not barely the re gu^an'ty with which a 
man went through the parade of txcr- 
cife, that was now to be attended to* 
That fcience, fach as it Was, mi^ht 
be foon attained. I^ut had tbofe indi- 
viduals into whofe hands \La,ih nd now 
trufted her arms, been brought up in 
•thofe. huuits oFhardinefs that fit a man 
for war ? C. uld ihcy handle the pick- 
axe, the hatchet, and the fpade, witfi 
the fame readinefsas the Americans ? 
Thefe were implements with which 
every Am-rican foldier was acqu'iinied; 
but to which few of the Britifh i'uidi- 
frs were ufcd; or if ihey once l»ad been, 
had now forgotten it in the flal.fui life 
they led in England. In t^is relpc6t 
the Americans might be compared with 
the Hcbrewsof v>id| wi.oywhiiecmploy;- 
ed in rebuilding the vralU oC \<.\\^^?^^rav 
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after their r(?turnfrom the cipM'vIty of fliowed two things, that tbc ' 

B;ihyli)nt were cc.ni}Kilc.I t«> l)-)i() the cL-ifLS arc* Ihaxefuily inclined Co I 

tr«'vv«.l in the oie hunM, an^! the fwi.rd ni/A-, and that the loMcr sir 

in tiic other. lu the li'^iv: 'nnnrur the murcraCily oiiide to cbcy, tbi 

Anicriivus were no Kli i*I ifjy prell ; woHd lias been tnwght to hciieir. 

lliey wercCHl'/'J fiorr. the ^'l()U;^li ai.d It fliowtd, ?<*o, the dilFcrcnc 

th'.' birro'.v, and I' >Ii;^c'<i ti iui< lo thvir twceii ti:c L::g]iih coai:noDaIty a 

niuik<.is r.ir the dcfcict' of il.'.ir lh>;;r.rs day ar^d ihtt of limes pait. 

and pc'R-lu >n , anl t.'.e prefeivation of txpertnefs in the iTiilitary we 

lh-:ir {• ri M)> f jm the l..>nJ^ of the then ukd was luch, that no peo| 

Ci.cn.v. I'll' re w«HS, h' w tvc r, o:jc cir- Knrope cculd r:qnbl them. 

cnn'il<i:'.Civ.l.ich every A:r.tjieLinoi'^ht archirs, efpeciulis , were the ftn 

conian*'*" t'.l t'la-.kf.liv to lieai in (,f il»eir arm.es, i:nd the terrorof 

hi; .V. JiJ. \*'!t!u nt *\( .i; ";;.,« ft Uicr's en.ir.ica. Their fame was fo | 

j^nr? ,th*y -.erJertiy ii..d»'ll .ul ii:e \\{t, \\\\.\ in tl'.e treaties of alliince w 

tf a fir<K*.K, ' }.e\ \\:.\ hienixUiiht thcr Piinces, they always cat 

it fro:n ih^ir ciiiii'Iuiou ; it \iab the {li;:nlaicd for as larj^/c a numt 

patlinie aiul rniiiUir.e'.it k.\ dll, as v\\ !1 ilu^i fli archers as they could pi 

aa ilie ( ciMij atiwu of inai.y : an-.l frjm cl-t .in. 

the inr..l i'lc lo w!i.cfi tli-.y v i re in The yeomanry of England had 

general 2i-ihiii:aU(% :ti( y ^^.cu t!.L i:;o!l inle.d, but w^ts, no mi»ie, ill 

expert haiJu!.' i.. uf iluii [;r:i .'ipal ii.liru- Tiicy were now confiiUnilcd ir 

xnmi in w;ir, of any iv.jplj pe:h(i|:8 rroud ol inliguifiiMnt cI::mourc 

lip:)n caith. lil)- It) :ii;.'. leformiilion otahiircS) 

15'it on'.d ns ir.nch be faid i f the fr.(-:i ttit land from one cr.d to 

Eiii'.l-lh ? — Al:t»vviii;;tf cir nntlFetour- iher. Ii was ;fierlinj;no irrniuth' 

ajfc to .0 ..il w ul c>f \\\\ V. rion, was that v.eie the 14)crties of i'.ngi 

it not n .. riiiliy ri;i:airej by (liedif- be inv .ded as thufe of Ameri 

life, or to ipialv wii"'» :no!c trnih, by b-'.cn. ii w^s to be di'ubud, m 

the piohii i:i-> I ot Itr.' ..ims anu m-il the E r hih veon.cmiv would 

the I .wiT ilii.'s, v.ij» <;;i,T|jt, as the ilirni wiili the l^:nc vigour as tl 

nu'li nnneitjii; i-.irt t>I the tommiiiiiiy manry <.f Amcriea. It was ii 

to he bell pr;.cr;i.d in ih.t :n ? Heie, abl\ n uchlefo qual ft.- f.>r fuch 

S'g:.:i:, t!;'-" iii^^.-iiur fiie OiTi of an '^- by its gtne'.'.i u:-jk ifulnefs ii 

nu:ijiM avp(..t:'id in a iirlUii-;; h'j!:t. ani! Kill nuire by tliat want of 

AV'.ile he raii,:td at l.T^e over his h'nds fpiiit whicli was nov* btcom 

wiili i;t ttiij .. L-.iiv'ii)^ tliat a lu.c c inur. in a ct.i.piaint amongll a 

«'::.'"■ -ik' 'T'-r fiMiV hi %*'.'! i!k- ynn out fwj 'n l*n;r!dxil. 

of his lu 111-, <in I. n 'hill ci;ui;try:nan Nji wcrt t!ic rn)»llfh coma 

durl* i.ui he i.-en v\i'.ii Iiui: an iiiiiin- fnptrior it. b«-.:ily ilien^lh and a 

irriii, cv ') iipi.ii t.ij own ^loi.h.l. ai.ct., or in i^pinelti to learu th 

\\ l:t> Wdiilil n )l jm? inc, liiit, wiiii of '":ir, t> the n.ilivjs of At 

a:I ihi b';:l:e«l lb ir\ if'-Ln, h.n.', 1 he .•i*li»ity and dexterity of I 

th'. ^luiry W' re parii.uhnly inn.I:(.i.s all riiutteis icldiii.^^ lo warfare 

to dLj.r. lb the f;iiii t the vulvar? imr le cxeeeJed, and excit 

N) law iliat tvcr was iii:.cLed b) i'ar- ait s.ilhn-.jnt and adioiratiun 

liamvni, ;:nd lubnmud t i b) a frrcr in»p:i!iiai men. No people th 

pt.jpie, WHS evei '^-ic tfh;iu:ili> cid- t vti 'oeen called foilh to the I 

culat- il If. J-:;i(y lie uailike Oif^-o- fnJ-Jenly, had, in fo fhort a f 

fjtN.ii uf .» Viv.jon, tha'j that wnlch, in ti.i.e» \\\\\'\t a [greater, if Co a 

l^nglaudf ia called the g;;me adt It prulkicucy. 
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icommon excellence of the 
ops in point of icgularity 
linC| had been much iniiiU 
3ut ptoofii in aljun(J?ncC| 
ancient and nuij^rn iiri.cs, 
adducr<l| that rc^'ular and 
troops, as !!.<.\ wtrc vaunt- 
J, were not To inv nclble as 
tnd imbccillity of uppichen- 
fo ready to rcprtfcnt ti)tm. 
in legions, that fiaiu^ht and 
Pyrri)us, were a bol^l and 
ilitia: yet he an:i i\1cxand> 
cmcd by Hjnnibal, a corn- 
et, the greateil of all com- 
and his army was cotnpofed 
, at that time the n.olt con- 
men in tadticsi and aii mil:- 
cdge. 

:rc they that faved Carthage 
laccd with .dellrn£lion by 
f veterans coiJiiUng of fcvcii- 
id men, maders of all the 
ound that city, and who had* 
ta the moil deplor^ible ex- 
This veteran army was de- 
em to pieces by its own 
citizvrnf, worn down with 
.il:, anil bron^ht almolt to 
f 'J Ip :ir ; but infpired with 
r.inalion toitHndtlieir ground 
vvhi.h iruepatnotil'mismore 
Jcr ciiicacioub ilidii any other 

the Athenians, fo famous 

valour and tiitir martial 
but rit z. ns were thought 
Mt aciii i-'cd iijto tii^ir mili- 

; and vet, what nun could 
».'j lir.iv\4y and txf erlly ? 

nn i'v.:-n;:iich f.>r «il the 
iun re;«iba'cb, ai;d dilpa:ed 
t wurhkt iu;^crioriiy wilh 
■tmonicii.s thcri.fL'ive:*, wl^.o 
tt, a nation of mc:e f( idt^rs 
loarianr* ; whittl lUry, on il e 
*crc a mixture of all piofjf- 
cht.nis, iiadvf'iicn, uisC'id- 
artidcefs of all dcnou.ina* 

em times prec(.d;:ou were 



no Icfs numerous. One of the great- 
eft victories recorded in hiftory, was 
obtained by the invincible bravery of 
uodifcipl'.ntrd country :r!cn and citizens^ 
fi}ihiin;r for their liberty againft a, 
powerful invader at the head of the 
molt regular army at that time in 
Jiurope. Thcfc victorious citizens were 
the Swifs ; their invader was Charles 
the Bo!u, iovctcign of the low Coun- 
tries, the molt (opulent prince, and 
the molt formidable warrior in his 
day. 

The Dutch afforded them examples 
of the fame nature. The armies cm- 
ployed agLinft them were commanded 
by the greaielt Generals of the age, and 
were compofed of men who haci for 
years been u'ed to arms and conqucft : 
but tUeir career was arrciled, to the 
furprize of all (he world, by a people 
wlio had hitJKtto led a peaceable com- 
mercial life, and who never would have 
thought of war, had they not been 
compelled into it for their own prefer- 
valion. 

In the laft century, Portugal h^d 
(hown ,that mere difcipline was not • 
fufficient to overcome courage and 
perfcverancc. The troops fent to re- 
duce tiiat ki<igdom, after it had fhaktn 
off the Spainiih yoke, were inferior to 
none in l^urope ; yc they could not fub- 
dueit, thoii^h^chitfly defended by ncw- 
raifed militia. 

In the pcefcnt century, three flrik- 
ing in (lances could be cited of the 
prt.'di;^iousruperiority which patriotic 
valour is able to confer over all mditary 
advantages The iLft was the fie^^c of 
Barcelona, fultained with tlie molt hero- 
ic fpirii and constancy by its inhabitants 
only, ag/.ir.il a large and re^^ular army, 
uuwcr a celcbratcu General. ' 

'I'he iccci.d wi.s, ihe revolution of 
G^iioa, (luria;; the war before the hit, 
uhln tile people of that city, unallilled 
by any trm ps, and led on barely by 
tliclr natnra! con age and fagacity, ex- 
pelled the vKMoricus army of the Au- 
lliians, frefh from lUc dc[ca.*w ^t %. ^v>>m- 
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^rfu! enemy, and elated with conqucft, 
aod the eape6tation of enjoying the 
plunder of this wealthy city. 

The third was ihe brave defence of 
CorGca by its inhabitants, againd the 
repeated' attempts of mot^e than one 
power to bring it under fubjeftion, 
Thefe intrepid ifljuders had only their 
c»wn unconquerable refolution to op- 
pofe to the numerous bodies of regular 
foldicrs by whom they were continual- 
ly affailtd : thty as cpnftantly repulf- 
cd them ; and the niisforunes of that 
Taliant people were due much more to 
VnlookedTforaccidentSyandtotreacheryy 
than to the bravery and fkill of their 
enemies. 

The chiefs and officers of the enemy 
were courageous and expert ; but thofe 
of the .Americans were not deficient 
either in fpirjt or knowledge^ : they had 
hitherto mintaincd their ground with 
honour ; aod the chances of war was 



fo manifold, that patience nt(d fii 
often proved infurmountabley ( 
the grtateil generals. 'l'hefei« 
firationft were in fome meafim 
afieriftical among the people of. 
ca, and would ^alone enable tl 
withltand the vig«>ur and adivi 
cuh'ar to the Bricifti nation. 1 
they mi^ht not be ahlcf to coniqiK 
in the field, they (hnuid weary tb 
by pcrfeveraocr,and by improviD 
opportunities wliich it was rtiS 
to luppGi'e that fortune would 
times throw in thcr way. 

Such were the rraf'>nings am! 
ments employed to noorifl 
ftrenji;then tlic fpirit of rippofitii 
refiiiancc in America. Without i 
ing how far they were oppofil 
well-founded, they produced the 
propofcd, and prepared the min 
txpedtatfons of mcD for the cvctf 
Were to follow* 
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f Bojion — Siege of ^ichec ratfed.-^ Provincials de^ 
Canada. — Trunfadions in North and South Carolina^ 
^inia. — Dtclaration of bidependency.-^ ^77^* ' 



(h troops at Bodon, had 
erred a long and tedious 
>n; the nintcteenth Jay 
for ever memorable by 
-xington, they had betii 
on every (itje, and cut 
rcfreihmenc and reh'cfy 
), con Titling of fuch num- 
l wounded, naturally re- 
reduced to the utmod 
the non-arrival of thofe 
ch government had fit- 
aded with all manner ot 
} prodigious an expence. 
>n thty received of the 
;ned for them, had raifed 
id tilled their mihds with 
[le proof thus given of 
ich their country felt for 
ir expectations were long 
and ihcy had many mif- 
iert(o before they rccciv- 
chofe much-wanted iiip* 

lofe veHclsi after wca- 
c continual -ftoms they 
M^cre taken by the enemy 
ht of port. Contrary 
irablcncfs of tides, and 
Lances .of weather and 
nted the men of war from 
:ir affitlance • The grea- 
the coalfliipswcreloti ia 
The deprivation of thefe 
ih in a 'climate, wfacre 



the rigour of the winter renders fuel Cm • 
indil'penfibly ncceffary. 

The fit nation of thofe* inhabrtantt 
who adhered to the caufe of America, 
was peculiarly calamitous. Imprifoned 
and debarred of all commnnication with 
their friends, they were expofed to the 
ilhrcatmentofthegarrifon; and though 
protected from harih ufage to their 
perfons, by the native gcnerofity of the 
Britifh nation, (liil they were liable to 
thofe contemptnous marks of averfion, 
from which men arc fo willing fo ab«< 
llaio in their domellic feuds. As they 
were not entitled to the fame regards at 
the military, their allowance was fa 
'fcanty that they were altnod in want of 
neccffaries. 

The length of the fiege, and conti- 
nual expendure of military ftore?, in the 
numberlefs branches of fcrvice that con- 
fumed fuch quantities, occafioned an 
apprehenfiun that they would not laft 
till the arrival of a fre(h fupply. To the 
diead of wanting ammunition was add- 
ed that of being foon (hort of ialt pro- 
vifions which were, during a long time^ 
the only food the garrifun could depeud 
upon fur fuhfiltencc. 

In the midll of thefc diftrefTcs, the 
courage and refolution of the Britifh 
niHitary was confpicuous, and fully 
refuted* the iuvidious charge fo fre- 
quently in the niouthtf oC Corctv^w^^^^ 
of the ^reucU ci^cuJii* ^«x ^^ 
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£n;r]i(h arc unfit for the h^n^Hiips of 
war, and lhop;;li brjvc and intrepid 
in the field, arc U' able to cmWire tn- 
ti^iie, iinlcf' provided with all ihccou- 
vcnii'Hccs oi hie. 

They uiiJerivenr. in the fiirotflive 
Toia'ioa of «lii»y, a'i tijc fcvcmics "f 
a vvint<fr c.inij>aign in tin's ri^ori;UftcIi 
nr'te. Thole who vcre liationcd on 
Luiiker^-H'll, had no other {h.Iter 
than their icnis agr'n!litH iinceafin:r 
inclemency during in is tcrr.olc fcafuii, 
ll^re thty lay expoicd ro windt^yfiiows, 
ftoroio, and eold, ahiiod intolerable to 
Liiiifh ctMiditutions. 

The wants of various kinds with 
vhich, in ihe mean time, thty wtre 
afTiiiled, ohlij^^cd tuenn to h ive rwconrfe 
to every eAj.cdi.nt, that in> uilry, 
fiiarprned by fnfilrinyif, can invent. 
Th;:t of fuel, which they could bear 
leail of any, was in fume degree reme- 
died by the timhcr of houfes wiiich 
they d(.(lroyed fur ih:it purirde. 

As the dificiencv of provi lions bc;::cn 
to be alarniiiig, vtiTwIb were difpir.ehcd 
to the Wed l.idicii to orocure ^hut 
could bir fpared or i^htuined. But 
tlu condition of thej-fl.iijd was fiuh, 
that they feared to I.l 1*j litcnc! thcir.- 
felves, find couM ?iT«)rd hiilf idu'l mce. 
1'heir Hock ua. To low, and their ex- 
pectations ot bein;^ relieved wTi-.-n it 
va* cxpeiided, were fc preej«ri im*?, that 
t.'iev v.'(.re couftiained t.) hufhird it 
vitri ;he UriAeit narfimfin), an:: c* uld 
cot admil others lo a p.M-li(:'p:itif)n. 

In (iet.iidt of thitt inrourci, aimed 
rnip:> .-.nd trai.f^;oris wcic c rile red to 
G.oi^'a, with an intciit to procure 
riee, and what other re f:c(hments could 
br ^ot. Jiut I lie iirii^I;i'a'ir8 looii up 
arms, oppufcd thcii la.;vl:ii:(, aiid per- 
Tnicted i:l» inicrcourfc with ti:e fl.urc 
1 litb o^caHuncd vittiCi.ce on both fides. 
Ca::un8 were planted on the be;;eh, 
and an enjL^agrrntnt enfned, which ler- 
niin.tt'M to the difanvdntagc ot the 
armed vtflels. They lt»ll fetcn flilps 
] )ii:i'jd wuh ricr, wiiich wciC fct oa 
fire by the tuciuy* 



While the^Bntifh troops wot M^ 
dtrr;roin^ thcfe diftreflesy the Prarii* 
ciHi> were well covered intbeircn uBy i . 
ment bef re tiotton, and fuppHcdwiih 
all necifldnes and ccimfortl. Thef 
defi^rn was to wa:t till the freciii| 
fcLif <n hej^in, for a more vi;;:)roui|ira* 
f(..uitii>n of hcililitics. rkei r IDCCBIMMI 
were to avul thcmfclves of tc^iaor*. 
der to .Irike fuch a drciHve bloVi H 
would, if executed according ta iht 
pi.in prop( fed, put at cncc a fir«aloa»» 
cludon to all the hope» of Briiakii. 
this q lurier. 

Ihe latter end of December ntk 
time when cIil* frofl ufually fets ia wilh 
p.-eut fevtrity in New England. Tfcf 
hjrbour of Bodon, and dli the ri VEr% 
and waters in if* environs, are cofeiel. 
with a depth of ice fuflicient tobot 
auy weiidit. 'I'hid was the pilEift^ 
ovLr which their deieroiia'jtion wut**' 
force their entrance into Butloo, oiji 
to make an attack upon the fhippui|^M 
They doubted not, wL'.h the 
force til at would be colled ed fr 
parts of an cntcrpr.ze of fuch impose 
t:ince, to make tncmfeWes maftertof 
the town and j^arrifon, and to takcOTf' 
deilroy every Ihip in the harbour. 

Hud the feverity of the frofl cat*. 
rcfiiondeil with their expedationi, i|:. 
is nut improbable that they wotUj 
iiave he-jnuble to execute their defigMb/ 
U'lwards of fixty thoufaiid men wow ' 
have been t!:e force employed final 
the four i^rovinces of New EngUad: 
only, befides ihe multitude, that wcnUt 
have cro-.vded from the other Co 
to have a (h':re in 'this deilruAioi 
the Ijriiiih fl>.et and army. 

iUit fortunately for both, the 
ter proved ui.uiuully mild, and 
w:>iled iii vain for its afTiftanceia 
opciiiions thry had proj-.ttcd. 
were, murh a>^aiiid their willp 
to remain inar.iive, and fufferthtf 
rii'on to erjoy lome tranquility ai i 
as tiiemfelves. 

Jn the mean time, the fpecch i 
by the King at the opening of ik 



•bc^ 
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m bvought over to America, to* 
r.with ioulli^eaceof the recep- 
vhi.*^ tl|e petit! Jii fro:n the C >i)- 
:al Coii-rrcfs hid met with frum 
try- Tic arrival of Ih-s ncwg 
Carep before B si (Ion eiafperaceil 
rpviociali to a i^reatrr degree thao 
v«r been ezpenencedk Thry tef- 
the exccft uf their rage by burn- 
•ublidy the Royal I'p^ecb, in the 
of esecratioQ at thofe who had 
d It. II iviov/ by tblta£i, (iivcli- 
:mf elves of all remains uf refpeC^ 
Khmcnt fxir any obj\^ that re- 
to Britain, they nrst proceeded 
alteration of their colours. From 
D red ground, they changed them 



Ai fj.jTi as th? fevcrity of the w fa- 
ther be^4n to abare, the ProvinCiils 
ijiJic-itei by their .notions, than they 
intended to prcfs the ^own wi h ro'>re 
vi^ >ur than cvc:r. Tlie fatt j^ras, that 
d<:aeral WiAiington hid rtfc^fivfd or- 
ders to exert his utm '(l aflivity* in or« 
der to reduce the British forces either 
to furrenJer or to eirdcuate the place^ 
before the fucc.iirs could arrtvr which 
were now fliortly esped^ed from I^itg* 
land. 

During the night of the fecund of 
M^rch. a battery was opened on the 
l^^iiler.i fide of the town, from whence 
it was fevercly Bred upon with can'iona 
an! bombs ; and on the fifth, it w.is at« 



rteea llripes, as a denotation of tackcd fro n another battery on the 



imbcr of the United Colonies, 
e winters though fevcre enoui^h 
uce both parties to remain (|uiet 
ir quarteta, did not prevent the 
cr«ft belonging to MafTichufet 
rxertin^ thcmirivet Verv fuccefa* 
igaioil the vcfleis arriving from 
nd with fuppUes and ftored. A 
bie number hud found means 
ter the port of Bofton, where 
proved of great relief to the 
m I bat the aAiviiy of the 
icancruiztrs wasfuchi that many 
.0 their liandi, to the valt deiri- 
>f the troops from the particu- 
softanoe of tlieir cargoes. 
lOng the captuieathey were con* 
y making, was unfortunately an 
ice v-.ffwJ, which had fcpa rated 
ler convoy. Being of no force 
• compelled to furrendtr to a 
privatccr. Thi« licas one of the 
fcful ppzes that could have fai- 
) their hands. . She coiilaiucd a 
(aid to 1^ w(4lh tifty thoul^nd 
i» It confiiled I'f a great nuni- 



Ealiem (hore. The faddennefs and 
expcditi.>n cviih which the Provincials 
acquitted themfe-v^s on this occafion, 
altonilhed the moit experienced of the 
Briiifh officers. F>ar(cen days dii 
the garrifon ezperi<-nce the moll dread* 
ful cannonade and bombaidmcnt, with«- 
out the leaft intcrmidion. 

Tiie fituation of the troops became 
very alarming, from tiic: vivacity and 
ardour which feemed to animate the 
operations of the enemy, aud the Cer* 
tainty of their being abie to furrouod 
and commatid every part of Billon^ as 
well as of the haroour, from the high 
grounds, 90 whidi they were now 0J« 
cupicd in ere6ling batteries. No me- 
dium ap,)care 1 to refiiaiii between dif* 
lod^ii:;r tile Proviiicials from their MW 
woiks^ or quitting the town. 

I'lie ipfrit of the Ccntial was coo 
great lo embrace trie latter meafuret 
until tie had tried every method t'hat 
was pr.ii&4cal le to e:1ect the former. 
To t;t.8 i.'jten, a fel d uo^^y was pre- 



pared for tmoarkatiun, in order o 

brafs canaon, with a Urge qnai> land at the fou* ^^f the hdl r.-liea . 'or* 

fmail-armft^ aud a. vaft variety ctieAer Neck, pioje£ling mto the h^iy 

on the Ec^ilcin nd or tae town. 'I he 
P.ovinciaU iiad foitiiicd !> in fuoh a 
maimer, as woulu, in all pn>babili y» 
have reiidj^rcd the nttacici g of it no 

IcU ilpQi^ ^oddc'iliacuyc ;thaa vbsi^ 
..." ^1 



irary ftorec. it enabled tKc 
cial amyttorrfume their niditary 
loas fvitli add^lion^ advantage, 
make a ouich .more foriniaablc; 

lace tbaa before. . 
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of Bunkers- HiH, CT«a if it had fuc- 
cctfVii I hut tlie works were fo (Irong, 
r» u'cH proT*d-*d wicli irtiilcryi and de- 
fvndrd by fu h numberi, tliat llicre 
was little profped of forcing them. \§ 
they flood on a high grounfl, the Pro- 
vtnci;>]» ha') provided up.rnrds of ahun* 
.dered hop^fhcads filled with (lonrs, to 
roll down tlic hill upon the Briti:li liues, 
as t' ry advanced ; aud the afcciit was 
fo (leep, that the ranka imid infallibly 
have been broken befure they coufi 
liavc reached the fuinmiti and attacked 
the trenches. 

Before the full difcovcry of this 
firen^th, every preparation had teei 
ma'le for l mod v jrorous attack. 
But white the troopi were m:iking rea- 
dy to embaik a drcaHful (lirmcame 
on unexpedcdiy i'l the night, and pre- 
▼ented the dcfi^n from taking p^aee 
then. It was relumed the next morn- 
ing s but on a clofer iofpc^ion, it 
¥ras judged uiudvii^ble to proceed, as 
it could oiily have tei.dtd to facrifice 
the lives of a great uuiubet of braVe 
men to no purpofc. 
f ft wasbovit'ver with much relnfbn^e 
that the Briiifh G .Mieral, his officers, 
and foMiers, could piev.iilupon them- 
fcIvLS to deiitl from this dcTpcrate i nd 
jiTtpradicable aHempU Tlicy were 
confcii us of the li^h opinion enter- 
tained of them by their cnuntryniea 
at home, and of the fanguiue expc6ta- 
ci^n3 that had been formed from their 
bravery.-— They ktiew that they were 
looked upon as fu^crior in every mili- 
tary cuotideratiiin to the enemy they 
fcuti been fent to cicountcr, afid that 
no fufpicit n was har^oure<I th^t he 
fpould hjvc been nlTc to w*iihUand 
them. 1 hefe rtfleCtious filled thrm 
with indignation at the pecutiarify of 
their fate. 1 hey weic iiicL.fcd on all 
iidtM iiifiich a ma-iner, as n ade it im- 
ipi>flil<le for th(.ni to ('ifcngage ihtm- 
feivc», and tak(.por«flii«no[fuchgrouud 
as would have enable J them |o come at 
the cacmy. k very rlTui t ihey made 
to that inteqt, lafd'thefh •pen toin - 
rj'tsbk diiructioQm Ift (iich mortify^ 



tog ctrcatnilanceFy 'H teticaK 
the only alternative left theia 
here they were met by that p 
honour which is fi» powerful ia 
fpirit and fo often itfuocea thca 
vote themfelves to certain ^uiii, 
than expufe it to the leaft bten 
After much deliherationt k 
Ien:Tth concluded* that to rtm 
I'mger in Bolton, %votild be iiopi 
and temerity in the htgheft dc| 
it mud prove infallibly the Ml 
v^hole army. A determinattoowa 
fure taken to embark it, withal 
]^urtenances, and to abandoa i 
that was no longer teniblr. 
treat of this nature was not, ha 
without ict drfficultiea. The 
was pofted on all the tenra 
gfottods, and at haad to make a 
ai2d dangerous inaprelBon wl 
they thought proper. Forti 
the Provincials remaiaed with! 
works and feemcd not in the h 
dined to form any obftruAioo 
dcfign. Probably they were ^ 
facilitate a meafure, by whidb tl 
covered without bloodftied* pd 
of a xown of the (irfl iiApoitai 
North America. Had they pr 
ed to any hoftilities to pvevent il 
knew It was iu the power of the] 
tfrmy to have inftantly reduec 
town to afhes ; a misfortune «l 
would have taken many yean 
pair. 

Near a fortnight was eoofiini 
carrying this irkfome meafore iati 
cut ton. ilrl the embarkatioa o 
military and warlike ftoraa bee 
only ohjedi, it would have beet H 
accomph'fhtdi but proviGo» #a 
to be made for the departure of i 
two thoufand of the inhabitantV^ 
adherence to the caofe of gofcri 
obliged ehcm to accMteaaj the - 
for their fafety. • •• 

Much embarraffBefit tarift oArfil 
tended the reitiova) of fiidt onriiil 
together with their tflcAitf'M 
hiiggageof theilhny wUch Ml 
CQoiidaable. Thcfiok nd wm 
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very ■dmeroui» and with the wo* 
and children^ occaiioncd by their 
sfft condition, an aJditioual diflrcf«. 
ittcntioo and care of the General 
ia trying fuuatipni reflcded equal 
ir vpon hit conduct and hurnani- 
K had borne the difappointments 
nations of a (ituatioa unworthy 
courage, with unfliaken lirmoeis t 
w factd the mortifying pcrpieii- 
th which he wai furroundedy with 
a Gompofure. 

e army was at this time full of 
temSi— Reinforctments had beco 
cxpcdedy and had not come i 
iScers and foldiers thought t lie in* 
Btgleddi ; near ten months were 
i llncc the arrival cf th^ la(l, 
w ixnpoflibtlity of their taking 
Id wiiUout them was wel) known 
^land. Since the commencement 
▼ember, no regular and ceitaia 

had been received of what waa 
their dellinatioo. This created, 
jrs and.compJaittts that cuuld not 
[y quelled, as they did not appear 
3fled. It Teemed a» if they were 
rred aa bound in fume mcaiure 
rer thrmfelvca from the di&ul- 
at preifed upon them, by their 
xertiuns. ill fuccels, wants* 
;onvenienci0s, incrcafcd thiaiU 
r which was further aggravated 

jealuufies and difleotions that 
to prevail between the army and 

his unhappy difpofition of mind« 
rangemcnt of affairs, a dangcr<i 
lyage waa to be undcruiken, 
I in Nova Scotia was the porfr 
ch the fleet w;ia IipuihI, ,'i he 
e was not great, but the ftormi* 
the coaft, aud the temped urmf* 
the fcafon, were highly alarm* 
was now the middle of Mdrch ; 
linodliul winds were fct in, and 
om the north- cad were equally 
ind boillerous. Were they to 
ra out to fca, and obliged to 
rtheWcA Indits, their provi- 
:re too fcanty for fuch a^yuyage* 
rJd i]^y ariire in liJeiy at the 

T 



deft ined port, Hill they had bnt little 
comfort and relief to find in fuch a 
bleak and barren country as N0V4 
Scotia. 

After the embukation had beeq 
cffr^cd, it was a whole week brfur^ 
the fliret could put to Tea. Contrary 
to their apprehcnlions, the mnd and 
weather however proved fair at lait^ 
and their pi^ff jgc to Halifax was re^ 
markably tavuurable. On their dcpur* 
ture from Boilon, fcveral Hiips if lorce 
Were llationed there, for ttie pruteCtioflj 
of the vciT' lb arriving ftiom linglund 4 
but the bay was fo extenGve, aud fo 
full offmail harbours f.r privateers ta 
lie on the watch, that ^hey coulJ not^ 
with all cheir vigilance, prevent a num^ 
bei of fhipk from falling iulo the hanJ^ 
of the f r^vincials* What made tncl^ 
lofs the heavitfv, they were lailc-A 
with arms and fuch warlike dorea a* 
were mgit needed by the enemy. Suhi^ 
tranfports were alfv> taken with troopi 
on board, which ran into the hvirbour 
nvt knowing the place wit evicuaed* 
In this manner did Builou retum to 
the poflciS^/n of tiie people of MalTa* 
ctiu(c(. ' The boats einpLiytd iu the 
tmbarkatipi) had not entirely complet* 
cd 1!, when the Pcoviiiciald eotcrevi me 
tpwu m mihtary triumpli* They wero 
received by the inh«bitants \mH\ trauf* 
puits of joy. Oemral . alhtiigioa 
was liaiicQ as tocir deliverer, and con 
gratulated on the fuccefs of his arma 
by ihe public addrtfcs of the Piov.n* 
cial Aifctn4>Iy,aiid t!)c w<irmctt«tckuuw« 
lcdg|Qcnt* ot all Lhx)le» \^hj now icco« 
ver^td, the huuics an<. puff; III jns they 
had t^iM ub4igeu to abaiicton. 

'ihe cuntulioii, unavoidable in the 
hurry of a reirvat, occalioucd inany va* 
luabie articles to be left beiiind. A<* 
moug thiie were a conridcrabic quinti- 
t^ ok anillery and ainuiunKion el'pcci* 
aliy at liunker'k iiiU and Bolton N.ck, 
'f'lie diflance of theie pla<;^e ;ii"» •^'^tcj 
their being br^u^iU Cu, aiid tUc fhort* 
neis ol iinic, llicir being rendered uo* 
ierviceable. But the ^iriucivfiii t^>»o\?j' 

couU&c4 ia Uv^ Vt^m^sto ^A\vA^ ^1\ 
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goods. efpeciaUf wonlleni md liDf nty 
afuppljT of which the Provincial troopl 
flood in the mod prrflin|^ need. The 
other article! of various kin Jt were >!• 
|b cxcecdtngty numerous. 

Hilling thus recuvi-red their capita^ 
one oFthe/irfl a6l« of j|roverm«*nr, or* 
crclfed by the Provincial Aftmbljr, 
^as to ordf r the rffeds and t!)e rdatcs 
of thofe, who wiere fled with the Britift 
troop* to HalifiZt to be puShc!y dif- 
p)rc:d of, and their produce applied to 
the ufe of the Sate. Siich adherents 
fo Britain, as had risked to remain be- 
fiind, were treated with great fcveriry^ 
They ^cre profecuted as enemitsind 
betrayers of their countryi and their 
f Rates were confifcdttd accordingly. 

Thatobjcftp howevtri which pn'n- 
^pally occupied the attention of the 
people uf Mafiachufet, was to pot Bof- 
^n into lugh apoflure of defence, as 
^ight prevent its falling again into the 
power of Biitain. To this intent they 
applieJ with all diligence tu the forti- 
fying of it on every lide. They cm- 
cloyed on this occafion f«)nie forefgn 
engineers that had been lately fcnt to 
America fpr fuch purpofcs. So eager 
were they in the profeciiiioQ of this 
l^uGnefb, that every able bodied man in 
tlie town, wit)i very little diftin^ion of 
^tnkp chearfully co operated in this 
irork, and fet apart two days in the 
week to complete it with the more 
fpecd. 

The h& wss, they were nor a tittle 
apprehenfjve of the return ofthe Bri- 
tifh fleet and armyi as foon as they 
vrcre properly reinforced. What chief- 
ly induced chem tu imagine that the 
de/!gn» upcn Bofton were not abandon- 
ed, was, that juft before thrii departure, 
the firitifh forces denr.oliflied the forti- 
fications of caflle Wiliiam, which, by 
its Situation, would have rendered it 
»«^?rafiicabic' to attack the town by 
fea. 

Nor was Cereral Wafhfpi^ton willi- 

out anxiety about the deiiinatlon of 

the fleet and forces that had lift Bof« 

iM» JVirir York, by iti pd&tlofi|\iy 



quite cxpnred to the ffioft fuMei # 
tacL Hf, therefore, on the teryif 
that BoAon was evaeivtcd, detacW 
Crteralof hfsbkrft rrgimcBts fbrdiedtfi 
fericeof that city. Herein he 
hh a^led with prudence % hot thecsr 
ditiou of the Britift araiy waaattll 
for an expedition of fneh importaaoct 
It did not amount to ten thoulaml ^ 
fe6^ive men* and was by no iiiCi.» frm 
vi(;ed with d«e neeeifariea. 

While the American arm* wfyet l« 
feccefsful at Boftoit» they were kofi^ 
occupied la the blockade of <^iiita^ 
ivhere Colonel Arnold waa cacrtaf 
the utmoft cfloiti under « mrfriiaii 
of difcoOragementa. He fband byif* 
penence that he coukl plaoc Ktile ^ 
pendence upbn the adhcresce of A 
CanadtaoB, who yrtte jeafilydifpmif 
by difappoiotmefets, mod ready toijUl 
him on the appearaace of danger. Tkl 
reinforcements promtfed by 0«|i i^l 
did not arrive eipcditioufly«aOligkSi!. 
fecond his openttooa. Tlfty- haA |l 
many objefts tooccupy their lauafls^ 
that it was with the utnolt diflioif 
they could provide for them afl mk 
tolerable fufficiency and difpatclk 

The march of thefe reinforce t aH' 
which was in the midft of wintei^ 
attended with prodigious hardihfb 
'l*hey endured them with thai IM* 
tude and conftancyi which at iMl 
time charaAerifed the A loericBtit s dt 
fatigues, undergone in the expedilii 
headed by Montgomery and Aratk 
bad filled them with an emuMsi 
which iofpired them with cqtqd 
fideoce and pCrfeveraayce. 

Generaf Carleton, thfiugh dclhfnt 
from any immediate appiPtlfaffidii 
from the cAemy, Aill lemaiucd im'M 
veiydifagrccablc fiiuatioD* AiiiCtfi^ 
mnnication with tiie adjaeent comM 
being cut off, he was unlaced to flniB 
diArefs lor wabt of provifiooa« Wh^'- 
evcrhe procured wasmt without gMi^ 
danger and difficulty. Tk« PioviacW 
way -laid all parties that were feni i 
upon Um inlcnti aud cnccunttedtli 
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n imaginaMe ardour* Tliey im« 
^ every idvantaisre, and ktpt tkic 
m ia continual alarms. Hit vi* 
e was iiKC'fiantly tmployed in 
ifi^ afiainfl thvvarioui endeavDiirt 
• Fioviucials to fuqprize him. 
wtre indrfHttgable in cuiit riving 
rcma to this pnrpofe, as they 
that he was too well prepared to 
rcnstc by open force, 
ty Ktgan, however, to be fenfibte, 
inkfi they brought their dcfigna 
']iec«iy execution, it would fooa 
le too late to cotitiaue ihem with 
»rufpedt of fucccfs* The feafuo 
uw approaching when fuccoura 
I anive fiom Ki'glaad, aod oblige 
to ad on the dcicnfive. The ijegc 
^jfewas recommenced ia the due 
I batteries alio were ercded oa 
orts of thr rivec St. JLawrenoe 
ft the ihippiog in the harbour, 
ttempu made to buta it by meant 
re (hipt* 1 hough unfuccefsfuli 
lifplaycd muc|i courage and con* 
in (everal of thefc entevprizct. 
: Ode of tbcm waa csecutinf^, 
iiad prepared icalmg iaddersand 
implements to ftomi'tlic town^ 
eld themfelves in readincb. to ef* 
s it, while the attention of the 
;ed was turned to the conflagra« 
of the (hipping. 1 hough Uiey 
in the qiain attcntpt, (hey fvc- 
d in part : they burned a Urge 
icr of houfes in the fuburbs ) aod 
ganifon wat compelled to pull 
the remaindcrt to pretest the 
om fpreading. 

hile ihe Frof incials were employ- 
this manner, uumbertof the Ca« 
n Nubltfle aflcmbled, and collca- 
brge body of their countrymen, 
ler to railie the iiege of their ca* 
They put thenifclvet under the 
land ot Mr* Ueaujeii, afgencleman 
ivery, and wUowas very defirout 
naliae his attachment to govcm- 
; bttt'he mt ill fecofided : the 
ncials met him od hit' nurch, aiid 
rly defeated him. 
tcoarafcd by iLU fucccbg ^ 



Provirteials eontimied the'fiege with 
redoubled ardour. But they met wnli 
no better incce i's than before. They had 
now tried every expedient to reduce it: 
ihcy had u{cd bombs and red hot ball5^ 
•ftcr failiag in their endeavours to 
cairy itbv aflault ; and they were novr 
convinced it was out of their power tt« 
attack it- by regular approaches, as 
they had no artillery of weight enough 
for fuch an undertaking. This, audcd 
to the fiowncfi with v^ich reinforce- 
ments arrived through, the hjsdncfs oC 
roads, impediments of weather, and 
want of Tcouifites, retarded their o per ^ 
atiuDS, andkffcned the cccrsge and vi-> 
gciur with which they h«d been at firft 
profccutcd. 

in tlir midd of thefe difioohies, tht 
fmall pox, a diltciDper deemed peculi« 
vly fatal on the continent of North 
America, broke out amoiig them with, 
great Tioleocr, and carried them lS- 
in numbers. The dread» which thig 
tctrihledifordcr Aruck into the troopg^ 
operated like « panic. The anxt« 
tty for fe|f prefcrvation overcame aH 
otlicr confiderations. Multitudes fl^d 
from what they looked upon, as certaia 
deafli I and it became impofilble to 
carry oa military duty with proper 
difcipline «ad regularity. 

While they were in this diflrefi,ful 
fituatiou they were informed that fuc-« 
coars were on their way from Eug^ 
land, and would fpeediiy arrive it 
Quebec. This together wifh the ca« 
aunty they were &ffli£^ed with, made 
it neceflary for them lo retire from the 
town before their arrwral } rot doubt* 
ing, Hlie momeut thry were landed, 
that Governor Carlcton would immedi- 
ately make a vigorous attack on tie 
beltegcrs, who, in their preftnt coudig 
tion, he well knew, were unable to 
face fuch a force at he would then hate 
under his command. But this defi^^n 
was prevented by the expeditioufntf ^ 
with which the fquadron, fent to the 
rchef of Qocbec, made its way tbrou^U 
the ice up tht we\ %\..\iA^T^t^^V^'» 
fore bicib »A»utm^\.vi«^>^^>^^'^V^^^ 
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£ngli(ti are unfit for the hardfhips of 
var, and though brave and intrepid 
in the field, art urable to endure fa- 
tigue, unlefs provided with all the con- 
veniences of life. 

They underwent, in the fucceffive 
rotation of duty, ail the fevcritics '>f 
a winter campaign in this rigorous cli- 
mate. Thofe who were (lationed on 
BunkerVHill, bad do other fhclter 
than their tents agiind its unceafing 
irtclemency during this terrible feafon. 
Ilc-re they lay expoftd to winds, fnows, 
i^orms, and cold, almoft intolerable to 
Britifh conflitutions. 

The wants of various kinds with 
ifvhich, in the mean time, they were 
aiTailed, obliged them to h ive recourfe 
to every expedient, that iudullry, 
(liarpened by fii£Fcring, can invent. 
That of fuel, which they could bear 
leaft of any, was in fome degree reme- 
died by the timber of houfes which 
they dt^ftroyed for that purpofc. 

As the deficiency of proviiions beg^an 
to be alarming, vtfltls were difpatcht-d 
to the Weft Indies to procure what 
could be fpared or obtained. But 
the condition of the JiOaud was fuchy 
that they feared to be Itruitened them- 
felves, and could afford little affiiljnce. 
1'heir ftock wa ; fo low, and their ex- 
pe^kaiions of being relieved when it 
vr96 expended, were fo preci»rious, that 
they were conftrained to hufband it 
vith ;he ftrifiell parfimony, and could 
sot admit others to a participation. 

In defiiult of this rcfource, aimed 
(hipsi and tranfports were ordered to 
Gcotgla, with an intent to procure 
rice, and what other rcfrclhments could 
be got. But the inh<*bitauts took up 
arms, oppofed their landing, and per- 
mitted no intercourfe with the H^ore, 
This occafioned viulence on both fides. 
Canons were planted on the beach, 
and an engagement enfued, which ter- 
minated to the difadvantage of the 
armed vcfTels. 'i'hey loft fcten fliips 
loaded wiih rice, which \n ere fct oa 
fire by the enemy. 



While the^BritifA troopi n 
dcrgoing thefe diftrcflTes, the 
c'ihU were well covered in their i 
ment befcre Botton, and fuppl 
all neccffaties and comforts. 
6cCi^n was to wait till the 
feaf )n bc^an, for a more vig;>r 
fecution of hoftilities. Their io 
were to av:^il themfclves of i 
der to ftrike fuch a drcifive 1 
would, if executed according 
plan propcfcd, put at once a fi 
clufion to all the hopcbof B 
this quarter. 

The latter end of Decemb< 
time when the froft ufually fets 
great feverity in New Enplane 
harbour of Bofton, and all th 
and waters in ita environs, are 
with a depth of ice fuflicient 
any weighty. This was ihc 
ovtr which their determincitioi 
force their entrance into Boil 
to make an attack upon the fl 
They doubted not, . with it 
force that would be colleclcd 
parts of an entcrprize of fuch 
tance, to make themfelves m 
the town and garrifon, and to 
deftroy every fliip in the harbc 

Had the feverity of the fn 
refponded with their expe^at 
is not improbable that the) 
tiave been able to execute their 
Upwards of fixty thoufajid me 
have been tl:e force employ 
the four i^rovinces of New E 
only, befides the multitude, tha 
have crowded from the other C 
to have a (hare in 'this delirui 
the Briiifh fl^et and army. 

But fortunately for both, t 
ter proved unuiually mild, ar 
waited in vain for its alTiftanc 
operations they had proj.dcd. 
were, much againft their will, 
to remain iuadive, and fuffer i 
rifon to erjoy iome tranquility 
as themfelves. 

Jn the mean time, the fpeec 
by the King at the opcuiog of 
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headed by Gsaeral Thomproh 
*ked at the Sorel, and fcU do^n 
hff tide, keeping ou the fouth 
of the RiTsr, till they arriv 
I place called Nioolcc, oppofite 
hrte Rivers. From thence, in 
{r)it,ther pafTed to the other fide 
f T tJ furprixe the body under 
-hI Frarcr. Tiieir itttcnt wat 
:ack him about b'eak of dir« 
were in three dIvifioaBt one to 
each tad of the town, and the 
ling to fupport them, or to 
a retreat in f afe of need. Bat 
hey were dctcrminrd not to 
liftin eatrem^ neccflitir compell- 
icfiiy and thty found th<it n<i 
meant remained to lave them 
itter dedruC^lon. 
fortunately for their dcfign, the 
hey took, in croffiig the river, 
To long, that though they 
the Aiipping tniobferved 
were difcovered at their land- 
The alarm being tlras 

General Fraeei prepared to 
th^rro. ' The difioalt ground 
were obliged to marieb over, 
them into diforder, and when 
made their attack, they were 
ed, cOiirrary to their cxpec* 
• by men who ■ were wait* 
•r thrm, and who had not only 
i vantage of pofitiun, but of a 
rr-'of field-pieces, which did 
ne<*ution among them. 
lil? ther «vere making the moft 
lus effjrta to farm<^ant thefe 
lea, they were apprized that 
■al Niibety who Commanded the 
no board ,the tranfportsi had 
. them, and was marching with 
ed to fall upt>n their rear. A 
: waj now their only refourcc. 
Hicnit Niftrt*lay iit the way to 
oara, ihty were obliged to make 
rCiTtuit throOgh a deep fwainp 
d fay both parties, who followed 
elofe on each fide for fomr 

Thev ' iraverlcd if at ' laH' 
cscefive toilf sad flickered 



tbemfelves in a wood that ftood at the 
further end of it. Here tlie Britiiir 
tioopsceafcd the purfuit. The Pro* 
riacial comminder was taken, wii!| 
about two hundred of his men. 

The ftrength df the biixifh army 
in this Profinee was now fach, that 
the Provincials loft all hopeaof hthg 
able to face it. They demoUfh-d 
the works they had ereded at t •< 
confluence of the Sorel into the fiVr 
St. Lawrence, and carried off their 
artillery and llorea. General Burgoyoe 
landed here with a confiderabic dc* 
tachfT.eat, in order to advance to F«i«(r 
St. John, while the remainder of the 
ficet and array failed up the river 
towards McintreaL They found thia 
pSace abandoned by the . Pionact-i 
alSi«*«Aftcr takin;( poflcflton of if, the 
main -body ict forwards tojoia Gc«c* 
ral Burgoyoe, agaihft. whom it wat 
not doobtcd the Provincials woulifc 
eolle&aM their lorcc, aud make a n.^ 
(olutc (land. 

In espeAation of fuch an events 
he proceeded with - great order 
and circomfpcAion along the So* 
ici;. hot on hia arririil af St. 
John'i, he found, that after deftrdy* 
log aH that cotdd not be carried off 
the FfuvinciaU had fet fire to tie 
place. They had done the fame at 
Chamblee, ami burned all the vefTc:* 
^nd. craft which were too heavy tQ 
drag up' the rapid ftream of fome 
parts of this . river. Tiiey made no 
ftnp, aa it was .thought they wonki 
have done, at Nut liland, at the en« 
trance of Lake Cbamplain, but croffed 
it over immediately ^o Crown Piunt. 
This retreat waa coiidu(f^d with great 
care and prodence by General Sulli* 
van.— -Though . couttikntly purlued^ 
and often on the* point of being fur- 
rounded by the numerous bodies thap 
kept cbfe upon him, yet he found 
meant, by great vi>{ilance and fpeod 
to extricate himdelf from the many 
dangers to which, he was continually 

cftpe£ed'fro» na a&ifc^ la \eue:^A^ 

- • • • 
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and .fiipeiior tn^vaj* His merit oa 
tbtt ocea(ii>B was publickly ackag«» 
Udjgci by t!4ethiQtss of Cmgrcf^. 

lliuf wu a liual ciid put to all 
Viodilicies in Caoa.ia. Tiic Pi-ovinci^U 
loft, IQ their espeditioB into this Pro- 
^incct maay of tbeir bell ofikerj^ and 
ai;reat nanobsr of their b*avrti ibldien* 
To fay nothrng' of General Mont- 
gotncry* the )j(4 of ivbon wai cquil 
to that of an armT» others of greatt 
thoufich inferior worth, were either 
flaiu or captured. In their retrvat it 
\7aBC3tQpateip chat from the day when 
they broke up their camp before Que- 
bee, to that of their atxivil at Cro\irn 
Point , thcrr lofs in kilU d, prifoiirrs, 
an 1 dead through wounds and illucfs, 
sm^UAtcd tor little Icfs than a thouTand 
mea ; of whom* beiiiei thofe who fv'il, 
or were taken in the engagement near 
Three Rivera^ and in various (kirmi^ 
ihes| no Icfs thao four hundred fell at 
•^ir time into the handkof ihe fintith- 
troops at the Cedars, a plajc about 
iifty mile* higher iipnhan Mjutreal. 

■ But if thcPronrincials were compell- 
ed to quite Canada oo the one bahd» 
the' Brivifh army could not improve: its 
fucceflct on the other. The lake 
Champlain lay between it and the for- 
sier, who were entirely mailers of iia 
na^i)^ticfn, and had a number of arm- 
ed vcfilb in readineb to impede iit 
piTige. It became therefore nccciCirj 
to couftrud a fufi.'icnt number to fe- 
cure it ; bdt this required much time 
end labour. Si a vclTcii, completely 
armed and equipped &r this purpofe, 
ivere arrived from £ugland i but the 
£alU at ChambiCe rendered it impradli- 
cable to bring them up into the Lake, 
It now appeared abf;>lutely ioJiipen- 
ilble to take them to pieces, and re* 
■con(tr«6l them, as well as many others* 
an order to gain p-jficllioo vi the Lake, 
and to traiifportthc fihtiih forces to 
Ihe other (hore. 

V/:)ile thcfe tranraAions were tak- 
ing pbee in the Northern, parts of the 
iLmcricaii continent, the fiisithcrB Pro- 
tmcet w€rc m left agitaud. 1% 



North Carolinag Governor- llau^ 
though obliged ro fly fjr Ai:l|cr a| 
b<iard a fliip, was not the leCi dcttrw* 
ci to exert his activity .in t^ie canfeftf 
which he Tuffcrcd. He had formed % 
prnysciiofiUc reJU'lion af this ProviafS 
to obedicnccp of #Uich i|e wsas Odcdm 
only perfon who hud conceived ve^ 
fan^utnc hopes. 

There was at this time fa No^k 
Carolina, a.refulHte and uoruly daissl 
men, knowa by the name of R^gaSsi 
tors. Thty had loug lived iodepcM 
dent, in a mianer, of all re^uLir oqip. 
trouL-^They had t^en Cirnfidciei si 
rebels by the Kinj a Govt^narSy aii 
they wire held in much the f^me lijH 
by the new goternmeutt to which xhc| 
were rcmakahly av rfe- With thcil| 
and theemigrants fro.n the liigUitJl 
of Scotland, who compjfcd a cuafidcTf 
able body, Gov'Tnor Martin hadfor^ 
cd a connexion, by means of which lia- 
promifed hiinCBif tore Jucc.iais. Provlaa 
to fubjeCHion. I he cour ige and iideliK 
of the Highlanders to thiC ISniifli Gai||| 
he was well alTured of ; and he wis up 
lefs confident of the attachnseot of tit 
ReguUtors. and of their great fapsi 
riority inarms to ihe oihor inhabitaaH 
of the Province. Ihey were aa ae^ 
tive and hardy race of men, ofed Ml 
eontinnd motion^ and from their aiaoi 
aer of living, Gngulariy expert ia tkd 
handling of their fire-arms. ■■ ^^FMn 
were not a little dreaded by the reli^ 
of their countrymen, who from Mlpili 
of indulgence and eafe,did not lacb^ 
to thwart them>a» knowing firom lH 
daringiiefa of their difpofitioo, lh(| 
they were not to be voleiicil whhlssk 
puiiity, and from iheir mimbcva thi 
they would prove a diuigcroaa ifJk 
powerful enemy* • 

CommilfioneTs weiif Ic|iK tOi ^ 
fii:ad<^ of tliefe people for the iai(h§ 
of f 'veral regimenu. Colopil Mut 
<ionaid,a brave a nd ieoter}prifiag ofMli 
was app^jintcd their GeocraL ' Aj'A 
Goversor's dirtdiom he .freftrJT^ 
King's ttaodaoi, ^cv) p nWi fti #i > 
chmatlooi by which il 
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loned on tbcir allegiance to repair 

cclufive of this force, which was 
JcfAblc* And on the excrttoiis of 
1 ne placed much rehance, the 
riior*« coiifilence ^asfuihcr iu* 
:J by the intelligence that a ptMv 
armament a and a larvae body of 
ir tr-iops, were de(tlnv-d to adl in 
taroliuat, and were mailing the 
£ their w ly to hift ^fnitance. 
it the Provincial Alfcinbly we«e 
tciilibie of the danger of fuffi^ring 
I of fuch adiviiy and rcfoUition 
»vernor Mart in. to re-pt'iT.fj him- 
F the 'puvvcr of which they had 
redtitm Thef collected, widi 
iffiblt diligence, the whole ilrength 
iich they wer<: muftcrsyand in the 
titnedifpatcbr.i Inch forte as wat 
diocfit to oppofe the Koyalilb* 
li commjodcd by General Moore, 
vtth fomc caniioUf took poiTellion 
i-jng po!t near them, whicii he 
vd. Here he wa» fum:noned by 
ral Mdcdonald to join the Ri>yal 
ird» unJer pain ot being treated 
ciieny. Hih anfwer was, that if 
wrould fubfcribe an oath of dde- 
» the Congreftf, and lay down their 
they (hould meet wiih the ufage 
fnJ^y and the ralb proceedinga of 
I they had been guilty fhuuld be 
en. But if they perhilcd in an 
eAlion» which, from their want of 
cnt lircngin 10 fnpport it, they 
bcconfciodii wuuld cud ui^fuccelT- 
tbcy inutl cKpcd the fcvcrclt 
nrtic. 

c ii'rovincials were in a few days* 
arcrfully reinforced. th;it tii^y a 
ted u> near ct^ht thuul'and inca. 
ifuverijniy cumpellrd the Koyal« 
I provide tor tticir iufcty by a pic* 
te retreat. The want t>f .irtillcry 
revcnted them from Jttaciuiif{ the 
ncialft in their trenches, wriile they 
;b« advantage of uumberi; aud 
i.j«r &«» wlien too late, titc tc* 
f of their u.idertakmg. They 
Ud indeed of near two thoufaod 
bat wav uajprottdtd wUL uuaj 



neceflarirs. In this (i* uatioo they tru^ 
ed ttieir intrepidity ^v'ouid make amends 
for dcficieiicieti. fhev were by this 
time aimoil inclofed bf the enemy; 
but by dint of refolntion and dexterity^ 
they difen^agcJ themU'lvcH, and by 
farced mnrches thrtm^'h wvo.hIs and dif- 
Hctiit paiT s, they forced their way, 'he 
f|3ace of foui fcore of milc?> and in fpite 
of the eiie«ny*ii cfTonH to intercept 
tliom, gain.'d M • ir's Crcuk, within 
fixteen iniles of Wil ninutuwni whcr^ 
they cxpeCt;rd to be joined by Governor 
Martin and Geieiai Clinton, who s«'ctt 
la eiy arriVs;d wiih a coufidcrable de« 
tachment. 

But this jii'idfon was efF Auilly 
prevented bv the i'cuvincia'b, who pur* 
fued his party fo clol'ely, that in order 
to aviid the •'!| Colonel Mtcdouald 
jaJged it ncc (Tiry to attempt the puf- 
lijjeofthe Cieck, notwithttanding a 
body \}f the enemy lay on the other fide* 
under Colonel Cafwrll, with work* well 
lin<;d with men, and provided with ar- 
tillery. But the place where the at» 
tempt was made, not being fordab!e« 
the Koyalills were obliged to crofs over 
a wooden bridge, of which the Piovin- 
ciaU, not having t me to pull it lown 
entirely, had taken up the planks. Ticy 
had, however, by grealing the beams 
and remaining, timbers, rendered them 
fo fl'ppery, and unfafc to tread upon^ 
that on thv! Colonel's party advancing 
they could not makegt>od iheirf.iotiug 
any wiicre, in this condition, thoy 
Were aflf.ilei on all hdes by fu{>enor 
iiumbcrs, and totally defeated, «ifier 
ioling their brav*. ll offioti-s and men. 
A noiig thoie was Capiain Micleod, 
with fcveral other blighl.mdeis, who fell 
gallantly with tiieir 'oroad fwdrds in 
their handb. Tiuir General and int»(t 
ol their leaders were taken prilonerst 
and the rcit bctouk thcmfvKcs to 
flght. 

•Had this infurrefti m fuccecdeJ in 
tb^ manner proputc i, ii would havo 
pr »vcd of eff.'Qtial fervicc to tUe c C^^ > 
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goods. efpcciaUf wonlleni ind Imcnty 
a fupply of which the Provincial troopi 
flood in the mod ptttTifig need. The 
other article! of van'ous kin Jt were >!• 
fo exceedingly numerous. 

Halving thus recuvcred their capita^ 
one of the firfl a6l« of f^nverm^nU tx* 
•rcifed by the Provincial Aftmbly, 
^as to ordrr the rffedti and the rflatcs 
of thofe, who were fled with the Britift 
troop* to HalifiZt to be pu!ilic!y dif- 
p)rc'd of, and their produce applied to 
the ufc! uf the Sate. Such adherent! 
fo Britain » a! had risked to remain be - 
fiind, were treated with great fcverity^ 
They uere profecuted a! enemitsind 
betrayer! of their country, and fhtir 
f dates were confifciittd accordingly. 

Thatobjc^ howevtr, which prin- 
^pally occupied the attennoA cf the 
people uf M^fiachufet, was to pvx Bof« 
^n into inch apoflure of oefrrkce, at 
^ight prevent its falling again into the 
power of Britain* To this intent they 
applicJ with all diligence tu the forti- 
fying of it on every fide. They cm- 
cloyed on this occafitin f«)nie forePgn 
engineer! that had been lately fcnt to 
Annenca fiT fuch purpofca. So eager 
were they in the profecuiioo of this 
VuGnefk, that every able bodied nian in 
tlie tow a, wit)i very little diftin^ion of 
^(ink» cbearfully co operated Td chia 
irorky and fet apart two day! in the 
week to complete it with the more 
fpced* 

The faft waa, they were nor a Jit tie 
apprehenfive of (he return of the Bri- 
tifh fleet and army» aa foon as they 
vrcre properly reinforced. What chief- 
ly induced chcm tu imagine that the 
defignH upcn Bofton were not abandon- 
cdy waf<, that juftbtfore their departure, 
the firitifh forces denr.oliflied the forti- 
fications of caftle Wflliaai, vhich« by 
ita Situation, would have rendered it 
^•^prafiicablc' to attack the town by 
fca. 

Nor was General Wafhfpi^foa wfCli* 
out anxiety about the cfeltination of 
tlie fleet and forces that had lift Bof« 
iM» JVirir York, bj iu pofiiioni Wj 



quite rtpofed to die tfnoft (aUn m 
tack. H«9 therefore, on tbc veryAf 
that BoAon waa evaei«tcd« detacM 
Crfcralofhlshkrft rrgimeBts fMr^4> 
fenceof that eity. Herein he 
h(n a^led with pra^nce i but the 
ditioo of the ftritift army was imIi 
for an expedition of fneh importaMet 
It did not amount to rm tllovlandcl* 
festive rneOf and waa by no mcun fr&« 
viewed with dne neeefllarica. 

While the American arma wt n tf iai 
fecceftfful at BoftoMft thcj were befilj 
occupied la the blockade of <^ncfaee^ 
#here Colonel Arnold waa cacnkg 
the utmoft cfl(nta nnd^r a mAMc 
of difcouragementa. He fbaod byii« 
pertence that be couM phoe h'tlle ^ 
pendence upon the adherence of At 
Canadiaos, whu wttc eafilydifpifiial' 
by dffappoiotThefet!, and ready toaak 
him on tlie appearance -of danger. Tk» 
feinforcetr.cnt! promifed hy Ooagi^ 
did not arrive eipeditiouflyenOliglMI 
fecond hit operattooa. They* hwiti 
many objeAa tooccupy their «tftealiM| 
that it wat with the utmoft dtiBoM 
they could provide for them afl mm 
tolerable fufficiency and difpatck 

The march of thefe rcinforceaKal% 
which watin the midft of wmtcv^mi 
attended with prodigioua faaidftfi^ 
I'hey endured them with thai fiMd* 
ttide and conflancy, which at lljl 
time charaAcrifed the AinericnDf tlhv 
fatigues, undergone in the expeditilM 
headed by Montgomery and ArudU^ 
bad filled them with an emnhtioi 
which infpired them with equri do^r 
fideoce and pcrfeverance. 

Generaf Carletooy though ddhfRtft 
from any immediate apph:IieiffiM| 
from the cAemy, Aill lemaiticd laO 
Ycty difagtccable filuation. HitCOi^ 
mnnicatioo with the adjacent coidrtip 
bring cut off, he was i^ncedtomacb . 
diilrefi lor wabt of provifiona« Whi^' 
ever he procured wasn« t witkcmt gi iit 
danger and difficulty. The Pronacalp 
way-laid all parties that were feat ^ 
upon Uiii intent I aud eBCcualmdtblH^ 
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i ima^inahle ardour* They im« 
every ad ▼antajsre, and kept the 
nia conUDiial alarms*. Hiivi* 
• WBB iiKrfiantly tinployed in 
n^ aK9»'n(l thv various eodcavDurt 
FiovinctaU to furprize him« 
wrere indefatigable ui cunt riving 
croa to this pnrpofe, as they 
that he was too wtU preparcfito 
rcnsie by open force, 
y Ktgan, bnwcvtri to be fcnfibfet 
nkfi they brought their dcfigns 
>etdy ixt'cutiouy it would fuoa 
e too late to continue ihem with 
rofped of I'liccefs. The feafoQ 
iw approaching when fiiccours 
aniv^ fiom Eiigiaods aad oblige 

ad on the dciciifive. The iiege 
ire was rti-onmenced in the due 

batteries alio were ereded oa 
irts uf thr rivec St.. JLawrenoe 
[ the (hipping in the harbour, 
tempt! made t« burn it by meana 
e (hipt* 1 hongh unfuccefsful, 
ifplaycd miie|i courage and con* 
in feteral of thefc eotcfprises. 

Ode of tbeiQ wda csecvting» 
ad prepared icalmg ladders and 
implements to ftormthc town^ 
rid themfclvcs in readincb to tf* 

it, while the attention of the 
cd was turned to the conflagra« 
if the (hipping. 1 hough tlief 
in the ipain attcntpt, (hey fvc* 

1 in part : they burned a large 
er of houfes in the fuburbs ) and 
[anifon waa compelled to pull 

the remaiodcrt to preveat the 
mi fpreading. 

lileihe Frof incials were employ* 
this manner, numbcrsof the Ca* 
I Nobltfle aScmbled, and cullca- 
large body of their countrymen, 
er to railie the iicge of their ca- 
TIkiy put thenifelvca under the 
and of Mr* Ueaujeii, afgendeman 
very, and ^bowas very defirous 
lalisc his attachment to govern- 
i but -he was ill fecorided : the 
icials met him on hi» nurcb, aud 
ly defeated him* 
coarafcd by dJi (uCGebf the 



Pmvirteials eontintied thcTiege with 
redoubled ardour. But they met w»tli 
no .better fnccrfs than bc&rc. They had 
how tried every expedient to reduce it: 
thty bad u{cd bombs and red hot balhi^ 
•fttr fatliQg in their endeavours to 
cairy ithv aflault ; and they were novr 
cocvinced it was out of their power t«« 
attack it* by regular approliehes, as 
tliey had no artillery of weight enouf^h 
for fuch an undertaking. This, added 
to the flowncb with v^ich reinforce- 
ments arrived through, the hjsdncfs oC 
roads, impediments of weather, and 
want ok reauifites, retarded their oper^ 
at ions, aDdkffcned the cuftirage and vi-> 
gxiur with which they had been at firft 
profccutcd. 

In tlie middof thefe dtfioulties, ttit 
fmall pox, a dilleiDper dctmcd peculi^ 
arly fatal on the continent of North 
America, broke out amoiig them with, 
great violeocr, and carried them uS- 
in numbers. The dcead,. whi.ch thia 
ftctri^lediforder Aruck into f he troopi^ 
operated like m panic. The anxi« 
tty for felf prefervatton overcame aH 
other confukrations* Multitudes fld 
from what they looked upon as certaitt 
deafh | and it became impoflGble 10 
carry oa military duty with proper 
difcipline and regularity. 

While they were tn this dinr^fi^ful 
fituatioti ihey iivere informed that fuc^ 
cours were on their way from £iig; 
land, and would fpeediiy arrive :t 
Quebec. This together with the ca« 
amity they were &ffli£^ed with, made 
it neceflary for them 10 retire from the 
town before their arrival ; rot doubt* 
ing, Hhe momeut thry were landed, 
that Governor Carletou would immedi*. 
atelytnakea vigorous attack on ti.e 
beftegers, who, in their preftnt condig 
tion, he well knew, vere unable 10 
fttce fuch a force as he would then hate 
under his command. Bnt this deilj:n 
was prevented by the expeditioufntf^ 
with which the fquadron, fent to the 
relief of Qnebec, made its way throuj^U 
the ice up ibt we\ %\..\i!i^T^t«:^V^'» 
(ore ludb aa autm^x. vivi >^^>^^v v^*^ 



ij» H.l STORY O F THIS LA T E W A &' 



lic:<ble. Thfc appciriace of ihefe fliips 
tlircw the Provificialt into great con* 
fiifiun : the commuDication wai im* 
mediately cat off with th&c part of 
ilietr forces which lay on tltc other fide 
of the River t and it was now too late 
lo provide fur the retreat they had me* 
ciiated. 

2 a the brgioning of five month of 
Mayi 17769 a« looQ as the rrinfvrcc- 
mcQt was landed together v.-ich the 
marincff and had joined the gbrrifoji, 
OcBrral Carlctoii put him fi If at their 
hcnd| and fallitd out upon the pjovin- 
riaU. He found them in the grcateti 
difordcr. A% their canip wu not in* 
trenchcdt and they were already re- 
treating* no re flit a nee was made, and 
fhe)'flrd Ofi all fidei with the utmiU 
precipitation, leaving all their artillery 
and warlike ft ores. I'biir flight ivaa 
fo rapid thM they could not be ovei^ 
taken, and the only prilooera were the 
ftL'k and wnunded. While the mill* 
iciry were thtta cRiplojrcd od Oiure, the 
lighter armed vcfiels proceeded op the 
River with the utmoft diligence, and 
fiis.-da oumbcrof vtiTels belonging to 

the enemy- 

In this manner was raifed the fie^a 
of Qnclec, after ? duration of five 
muniiis, during whlch» the activity and 
courage of the garrifon, the abilities 
and interpidity of their commander, 
and the fptrit and perftverance of the 
l^rovincials were all equally remarkable, 
'1 h*s event gave the iinifliing blow to 
all the atteiPpia and ixpectationa that 
C^ngrefs had formed on this quarter % 
ard tbtir troops fnim this time met 
with nothing hcic but defeats ai;d difr 

adtrs. 

i Ktfuccrfs whicli awaited the Bri* 
tifh arn.s in this province, was attended 
lya behaviour full cf humanity. Maiij 
til the provincials, throu^^h wonnda 
auu Hcknifs, had r.ot been able tj ac- 
company their main hc»<ly in its re- 
tnat. They lay concealed in the 
«(uudsand (catered b'^bitations about 
tbc ni.i|;hbouihoui1, in a very diftrell 
mad dcpkrubU ^condition* Gfiuciil 



Cavleton ^iKtonfly ifliicd ■ prnflMa 
tiob| ordering proper pciiisaa ta U^ 
them out, aoid give thcin uii acvfiij 
relief at' the pnhlic expcDce* 1 • 
duce them not torriiile ihcfc ctmnti 
fionate offers, he further pran^ 
that as (boo aa they wera recoK|i4| 
they Ihduld be at pcrfcd liberty ta» 
turn to their ownhumea. 

bhortly after the rcpu!£e of tk 

Pi-ovinciaii, the forcea cx^uded fnm 

Loglano arrived, 'ihe General aav 

faw himfelt at the bead t^f more ttiaa 

twelve thoufaod regulars, aoioiig whoa 

were the troops of BruniwicJt. Uc 

diredly haHed tolhree Rivera, a piaai 

fituated mdM'ay between Qiicboe «ai 

Montreal, and lo called iiua itaprvnb 

mity to three branchra of a iar{>cnatf 

that falls into the ^t. Uawrcnce.rhcv^ 

it had been io'agcned, the I'loiuicidl 

would have . mauc a ftaiifl | but tllfe| 

bad Ci otiDucd to retreat aniii thif 

bad reached the river Sorcl, near oi 

hnndred and fiity mika iron Quebec 

Tiiey were met here by the rtiu£|aBi| 

menta appointed for their nfliAaMt| 

but the whole of their fiorcc wni tm 

fiderahly weakened by iickncia nt 

other calamities. 

Nutwithftanding thefe difcnuiy 
men It, a bold attempt was pn^edrf 
by their commanders for the CnqMi 
cf the Eritilh troops at Ihree Klvtift 
A coofidtrablebudy of thefe waa polb 
ed Mt this plhce under ihc comaMni 
of General Frascr. AifCtter mm 
Dear them on board the tranrport^H^ 
der General Mfbtt, The nata bod|f ' 
under Gehcralii Czrieton, Ikirgoyac^ 
Philips, and Ktidcfci, tbe (Ucrmtt 
Gtncrjl, were (la tioned partly onAoi^ 
and partly on the Kivcr, in the 99/ 
from Quebec. The Piovincinb wtM 
encamped at the Sorcl, about .ifo 
miles dittaut from Three Riven iwp- 
between them and this pbce» thcxmli 
St Lawrence waa occupied by a wm 
ber of armed vefTclSf and tsanij^oilt- 
with troops. 

But th<.ff obftaclea did not ^iip"! 
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ififfi, headed by Geieral Thompfon 
embnrked arthe Sorcl, and fell do«n 
witfi the tide, keeping ou the futith 
fisie of ihe Rirer, lill they arri^r- 
M at 1 place cafled Nicolct, oppufitc 
to Three Rivers. From thence, in 
Ifie nicrlitf they pafTed co the other lide 
fb ordVr ta furprise the body uaJer 
General Frazer. Tneir latent was 
, to a*tjck him aboat b*-eak of day* 
They were in three dlvifiontt one to 
t£i W each tod of the town, and the 
fe*mintn^ to fupport themp or to 
•cniter a retreat in p^fe of need. Bat 
ih IS they were determined not to 
think uftiH eitremj necclOty compell- 
ed themt and they found thiii n<i 
cfther means remained to fafe them 
from utter dedruiftion. 

* Unfortunately fur their defign, the 
Cme they took, in croffiig the river, 
vat fo I'jng, that thuu)i;h they 
^fltd the flipping iinobferTed 
ftey were difcovered at their land* 
iii^- The alarm being thus 
giveiiv General Frasci prepared to 
iAeet th?m. ' The diAoait ground 
fftcy were obliged to marieb Oirer, 
fhfcw them into diforder, and wl>co 
Aey made their attack, they were 
reerived, cAmrary to their cxpee* 
ffation« by inen who ■ were wait* 
lii)( f*T them, and who had not only 
0ie advantage of pofitiun, hot of a 
tember^of field -pieces, which did 
^eit exMition among them. 

* While they Were making the moll 
vigorous efforts to fvrmf^Qnt thefe 
4l>ftac1ea» they were apprized that 
General Nifbet, who Commanded the 
troops oo board ,tke tranfportsi hati 
kn^cd them, and was marching with 
dll fpeed to.fafl uptwi their rear. /\ 
Rtreat waj now their only refonrce. 
AaOencnil NiApt*lay in the way to 
dwir boafa, they were obliged to make 
ahrgctffituit throogh a deep fwamp 
pwfM by b6di panics, who followed 
tfeaia ■ olofr on each fide for fomr 
Mtt^- T4(CT'' travcrfcd it at ' lafr 
«frii cicdiffa toii, aad fliekerad 
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therofelves in a wood that ftood at the 
further end of it. Here the Britxik 
troopaceafcd the purfuit. -The Pro* 
rincial cpmmiadrr was taken, wii!| 
about two hundred of bis men. 

The ftrength hi the firiufh army 
in this Province was now fuch, that 
the Provincials loft all hopes of bei-g 
able to face it. They demoliih-d 
the works they had ereded at t c* 
confluence of the Sorel into the fiVr 
St. Lawrence, and carried off their 
artillery and llores. General Burgoyoe 
landed here with a confiderable de« 
tachiTient, iu order to advance to FiMrcr 
St. John, while the remainder of the 
ficfet and army failed up the ri^er 
Vo wards MiiutrcaL They found this 
place abandoned by the . Provinci- 
al s.^-^ After takin;( pofltfitun 6fir,the 
main-body fct forwards to join Ceiie- 
ral Burgoyne, agaihfl whom it waa 
not doubted the Provincials would, 
colle&all their lorc€» aud make a rc^ 
folutc (laud. 

lo expedatjon of fuch an cvenf» 
he proreeded with, great order 
and circomfpffAion along the So-^ 
irl;. but on hia arrival at St. 
John'a, he found, that after deftr5y» 
log bH that could not be carried off 
the Provincials had fct fire to tie 
place. Tbey had done the fame at 
Chamblee, ami burned all the veflc'is 
^ndi craft which were too heavy tQ 
drag up the rapid dream of fome 
parts ofthis rivtn Tiiry made on 
ftnp, as it was .thought tliey woakl 
have done, at Nut Ifland, at the en^ 
trance of Lake Cbamplaio, but crofied 
it over immediately ^o Crown Point. 
This retreat whs coiidu<5h:d with great 
care and prndence by General Sulli* 
van.— >TiiOugh couKiiiitly purfued^ 
and often on the* point of being fur* 
founded by the numerous bodies tiiap 
kept clofa upon bim, yet he found 
means, by grrat vi>;ilance and fpeod 
to' extricate himielf from the many 
dangers to which, he was eontinually 
cBpoIcd'froBi aa a&ivc^ aa iaucv^ 
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aad Tupetior cneaif* His tnsnt on 
thii occa&m wa% piiblickly ackiiow* 
Ud^l by tUtfthtalcs of Cnigrcf^ 

Til us was a final t!iil put to all 
TiofinUie» in Caoala. Tiic PruviiicijU 
loft« ia their expedition ioco thii Pro- 
vince* many of their bctl oiScerj, and 
ai great ouorbsr of their b'av;rU loldien. 
Yo fay nothing' of General Mont* 
gO(nery» the IjCi of whom wai cqiiil 
to that of an army, othert of greats 
though inferior worth* were either 
(lain or captured* In their rrtnrat it 
vpat c«)mpatei* that from the day when 
they broke up their camp bcf^ire Que* 
bee, to that oftbeir atxivil at Cro\irn 
Point , thcrr lofi in killrdt p.-Konrrs^ 
wi\ dead through wounds and illucfs, 
vmnintcd tor little Icfs than a thoufiiiid 
mea ; of whooiy beG-itri thofe whoiL-il, 
or were taken in the engsgeineot ncur 
Three !Uvcrs» and in various Ikirmi* 
flies, no lc(s than four hundred fell at 
'O'lf time into the hands of the fintiih 
troops at the Cedars* a plajc about 
iifty miles higher upihan M^nireil. 

. But ff ihe.Prorinciali were com pell* 
ed to qmte Canada on the out hahd» 
the Bntifh army couM not impn>vc Ira 
fu^ceflcs on the other. Tbs lake 
Champlain lay between it and the for* 
mer* who were entirely mailers of its 
na«ri}rationy and had a number of arm- 
ed vcfills in readineia to impede iit 
p. ITige. It became therefore ncccfCirj 
t43 coultriid a fuffi.'icnt number to fe* 
cure it ; bus this required much time 
sod labour. Six vclTcUy completely 
armed and oquipped Lr this purp-jfe, 
were arrived from £iigland t but tlic 
falls at Chamblce rendered it imprad\i- 
cabie'to bring them up into ihc Lake. 
It now appeared abf^lutely ioJilpeo* 
(able to take them to pieces* and re* 
-conltrtt^ them, as well as many oihers» 
an order to gain p-jflcflion uf the Lake, 
nd to traiifportihc Bhtilh forces to 
ihe other fhore. 

Willie thcfe tranfaAions were tak- 
ing pbee in the Northern, parta of the 
Americaii continent* the fiMithera Pro- 
tinses were B# left agitaUd* i% 



North CsrolinSf Gi>veror»r' Hmili 
though obh'ged ro fly f;jr ikckcr s| 
bcurd a fliipt wa« not the led dctcrM 
ei to exert his activity .ui die c^o&f^ 
which he (uffjrcd. He had forpiid S 
proj-.-AfortliQ reJtt^t«>u «if this Prans^ 
to obe«li«*nce» of whicll t|e was iwt tks 
only pcfon who hjid couccivad fcsf 
f&o^uinc hopes. 

There was at this time fa Noitk 
Carolina* a. re(f Jute and unruly cbDirf 
men* known by the name of RjegaSsi 
tors. Tbiy had long lir^i iadepcM 
deat» in a minaer* uf ^U re^uLr dM», 
trouL-^They hii Ij^eo C(#ofiJcrei M 
rebels by the Kuij a Governors, sdl 
they wire held in miicli the fame Eglf^ 
by the new goYernmeutt to which tkg 
were remakably av rfe With thd^ 
and tlie^einigranu from the li^hlssJi 
of Seoilandy who compofird a coaiicri 
able body, GorTmor Mirtin hadfoc^ 
cd a connexion* by means of which H 
promifed himCcif toreduct.iiiia.Frof!aai 
to fubjedion. 1 he courige ynd fideiiVf 
of the Highkndcrs to the Britith csi|l^ 
he was well atTured of s and he wiii| 
lefs confident of the attachnaeot oftli% 
ReguUtortft and of their jrrcat fopei 
riortty inarms to the other lohabiusIR 
of the Province. Lhsj were an sc^ 
live and hardy race ofmca« ofcd Ifk 
continuid motion, and from their iua4 
ncr o^ living, fingulariy capert in tki 
liandling of their fire-arms.— -^Thm 
were not a little dreaded by the reOdiA 
of their countrymen, who frum babitf 
of indulgence and eafe,did uot iadii% 
to thwart them, as kooariog firom di; 
daringiiefa of their difpofitioa^ ihpH 
thoy were not to be aiolcftcd with W^ 
punity, and from their oumbert Xh^ 
they would prove a dai^crout W^L 
powerful enemy. • 

Coaimiifioncrs wene Icpt ta.t|li 
head^ of tliefe people for tho tai f s^ 
of f jveral regimcou. C0I004I M4% 
4onald,a brave a nd eateiyrifiog pliPH| 
was appointed their GencraL ' ■ Sy illil 
Governor's dirt AioAi he .eftAe4.'4hl 

King's iiandtrd, ;^iyl piMiftfiift||| 

*1 
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loaed OQ their illegiance to repair 

ccluHve of thiH force, which was 
Jer^ble, and on the exertions of 
I ne placed much reh'ancc» the 
ruor*« co^iifiience «irasfu thcr iu* 
m) by the intelligence that a piM'^ 
arinaincnt, and a larvae bo.iy of 
ar ir'opa, were deltinvd to a<f\ in 
laroliuas, and were mailing the 
»£ their w ly to his Hiliitancc. 
It the Privincial Affcinbly wei^c 
icntibie of the danger of I'afKriog 
I of fuch atliviiy and rcfiklution 
ivernur Martio, to re-ptuT^fj hiin« 
Fthe*povverof which they had 
vedhtm riiey collected, with 
jfliblt diligence, the whole llrength 
iich they were mj(ltr8,and in the 
time difpatche.i iuch forte as was 
diocCiy to oppofe the Koyaliltsk 
IS commjnded by General Mo(ire» 
villi fome caonon, took poiTeflion 
.-jng poit near them, whicii he 
vd. Here he was ruiii:noncd by 
ral Mtftcdonald to join the R->yal 
ird, unJer pain ot being treated 
eticny. His anfwer was» that if 
would fubfcribe an oath of tide- 
> the Congrefs, and lay down tiieir 

they (huuld meet wiih the ufage 
fnJs, and the raib proceedings of 
I they had been guilty fhuuld be 
n:iu Cut if they perhiled in aa 
e/ilion, which, from their want of 
'ent lircn^tn 10 fupport ii, they 
bcconfcioiiu wuuld end unfuccelT- 

tbcy inuil expcd the fcvcrcll 
nrnc. 

le tVovincials were in a few days» 
wcrfuJiy reinforced, that tii$y a 
ted (o near ei^ht thouiand incn. 
ifuyerionty cumpcUed the Koyal- 
i provide tor tlicir iufety by a pie* 
te letreat. The want of .irtillcry 
revtnted them fiom attacking; the 
nciaik ill their trenches, while they 
;be advantage ot uunnbers; aud 
ijw bw, wlien too latc» tlie tc* 
f of their u.idertaking. They 
Ud indeed of oear two thoafaad 
bai wt:rc uajMVtidcd wUU ui^aj 



neceffaries. lo this fiuatioo they trulU 
ed their intrepidity vv'ouid make aoienda 
for dviicieitcieH. fhey were by thif 
time almod inclofed b^ the enemy; 
but by dint of refolution and dexterity^ 
they difeu^a^ed themU*lvc8, and b/ 
forced marches thr<>u>'h wvo^mIs and dif« 
Aciiit paiT s, they forced tltcir way. 'he 
f|>ace of foui fcore of inilc?> and in fpite 
of the ei»e(ny*H efT-ipB to intercept 
them, gain.'d M • ir's Crccky within 
fixteen miles of Wilninutown, whcrt 
they expe^^d to be joined by Governor 
Martin and Geieial Clinion, who ^'ut 
la eiy arrived wiih a conlidcrable dc« 
tachinent. 

But this j'.niction was efF Au illy 
prevented by the i'cDvincia'b, who pur* 
fued his party fo clofely, that in order 
to avnd the •'» Colonel Micdouald 
jaJ;^d it ncc (Tuy to attempt the paf- 
li je of the Cieck» notwithllanding s 
body of thr enf my lay on the other fidcf 
under Colonel Cafvvrll, with work.s well 
llncrd with men, and provided with ar- 
tillery. But tne plice where the at* 
te^apt was tnade, not being fordab!c« 
the KoyalilU were obliged to croft over 
a wooden bridge, of which the Piovin- 
ciaU, not having t me to pull it lowtt 
entirely, had taken up the planks. T ay 
had, however, by greafing the beams 
and remaining, timbers, rendered ihem 
fo flppcrvyaud unfafc to tread upon, 
that on th%: Colonel's party advancing 
they could not make good theirriotiiig 
any wiicre. lo this conJilion, thry 
Were alTitleJ on all hdes by fu{>enor 
iiumbers, and totally dcfeate^l^ «ifier 
loliiig their bravvit (•fficei'S and men. 
A noiig thuie was Capiain Micleod, 
with fc veral other Kighl.indeiti, who fcU 
galiuutly with tiicir hrodd f^vords in 
tiicir handb. Tiicir General, and mofl: 
of their leaders were taken priftMierSy 
and the rclik betook themfwUcs to 
flight. 

dud this iDfurredtl in fucceedcl in 
tb: minner propotc i, ii would havQ 
pr »vcd of elT.'Olial fervice to the r f^ ^ 
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nnmben in xhc back fcttlementi, w^o 
were waicincr the arrival amon^ then 
of the regulflr troopn they had been 
promifed. Nor wouM th<y hivc re- 
mained ina6^iT(* on this occnfion, hnd 
they not been defi 'ient in Brm«», and 
cfpecially in ammunition. Bnt this 
faili^re put an end to the whole fch^nie 
an>^) difpirited the Knyalifl* from at- 
temptinjT any other The Pmvincials 
were now fo thon^ufrhly upon thtir 
ffuar^y and fo well prepared, thot no 
further ejcp^'^atton was entertained of 
makincr anv imprefli >n up'in them* 
Their force apfiearcd to be much more 
confideiablc than it had ever been ima- 
gined- The? had, in the fpaccofa 
ft>rtnl(7ht» alTemblt*] near twelve ihou- 
fiind men, mell armed and accuutered. 
Before the prefent troubles, they had 
ftood' in perpetual awe of the re^^uUtor", 
« but ntccflity had tauirht them the ufe 
of arms ; and the fuecefa they now 
met with, (^ave them a courage and 
coi.fHcnce they had not felt before. 

InVir^iniathi'RoyaliHs, under Lord 
Dunmore met with nolefs difappoint- 
mcnts The Qtct onboard of which 
they had talcrn refii(re, continued to 
infcft the rivers and the coaKs of that 
Province ; but as the (htires were well 
guarded, no dtfccnt conl i be venture^!, 
and no refrefhmcnis cculd be pr« cu-ed. 
Th'S made thc»r conditiuii hit;hly dif- 
trcf^rul. The exec (live hei*t of the cli- 
mate, added to the badnefs vt the wa* 
ttr, and wait of ^holefrme ptdVifK^ns, 
and the perpetu^il confinement < f fuch 
ntuUiiUiics in fm:iU nnroonr>y vcfT iS, 
produced a priiilentisil feftr among 
them, which proved extremely fatal, 
efprciall; to the Mucins. In this de- 
pl >ral)lc rituntion,they were driven from 
every road mid creek by thtir incenftd 
count rynien. It was f'Und at bft in- 
difpenfihly ncceffioy, in'ordtr to avoid 
per<fhin^ tnrotigh want offnod, toquit 
thiti fatal and inbofpitable coalt. After 
fe*»inj5 fire to • he- Kail vahia^ieof th> ir 
YciTcIst thefc uufurtttootc fugtUTc^ f^ii* 



d with abnot fifty remain'n^toilMi J 
fome tn Florida, others to BetnudaaiJ 1 
the WelV ndia iflanda. 

While the aflaira of CofiKrcfa ^Ifr 
fpered in thia manner in North Cani' 
lina and Virfrinia« they were ttnMf 
employed in forming a marine. IniW I 
be inninsr of March, they dtlpatcM 
Commolore HopklnF, with a fqoadvM 
office frisra?es to the Bahjiraa iOarifc 
He landed on the principal tine, caM 
Providence, and bnut^hc off ihc 
nance and military florcs ; but the 
der, which waa bia chief «>b}i£ly kd 
been c«in¥ryrd away. In his fetar% I 
he to .k feveral priee«, and fell in wick J 
the G\ f)2f w fnirare, comanded by Ci^ I 
tain Pyrrineham Howe, in cumpaif j 
with a tender: tbit latter waa talff«|| 
but the Gl<if>,row made a refolote dt* | 
fence, and if aprd,iiotwiibitandiagihiJ 
fuperiority of the enemy. 1 

It was hoped, howevcr^at home,tte| 

the expedition that was uv>w preptriagl 

a^;iinlt Sju'h Carolina, would campfM 

fate for the i'l furc: fa that had autudili 

the Britifli jfTairN in the ncighbi>unaf 1 

Province*. A fquadmn waa fitted otfl 

at Portfmouthywiucti failed from thcafll.^ 

in December : but met w.th fuch 9^i 

favourable weather, tbat i' did nm rrachj 

Cape Pear, in Nttrth Carolina, tiUtfafl 

enfuing May. Here it waa iiiihapplf 1 

detained by a con .-urrence of >ccidcall] 

till the end of the month I djringwhkhj 

time the people « f Charles Town krf j 

full leifure *o make wh t hirther Ml 

ptratioi'S thcyj'idged r^qiiiHt't «g>*lt3 

the attack which they now pJJuilfj 

perceived was meditated a^rifinft tbcfl*^ 

!'hc fqu'.idron which wa» commaaJ^j 

cdbv Sir Peter P-rk: r, cotifittctfiA 

twM (hips of fifty irucis. four of thWlf^j 

and two of twenty, an armed fciuMM^t 

• and a bomb ketch. The land fmr^^ 

were under Lord Cornwdttia, and C 

nerals Clinton and V.iui^haa* At 

timethty proceeded on ihiacspn^ 

they ha<l no fntcUigenoe of On 

HoA'c'i motions* lie iutd di^ 
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I with inttrudions for their pur- 
other mea(urc6 than thufc i hey 
cooteoipUtion ; but through a 
icotion ofoifficuliics and dcLys 
1 uot arrive ai Cape Fear till tue 
on had left it. 

the beginniof; of June,thi8 fqua* 
ochored off Charks T>'Wu Bar. 
neccflary for the two lar^ett Hiips 
e out their gUQb Wcfort they could 
: ; and though hgritened as much 
^icabie, they touched grouud* 
*ere fcveral times in danger of 
i faft. 

; Commander in Chief of the 
cials upon this occalioiiiWas Ge- 
Lee He had exerted himftlf 
'emarkable adivity in putiing 
Tork in a ilatt of defence againlt 
tack which had been fufpected 
general CHnion, He iiad, with 
nc expeditit^n, provided for ibe 
y of the coalts of Virginia^ and of 
Carolina ; and was now employ- 
nfelf witU tq uldih)(^cncc for the 
Uuu of Charks town, 
cr crt ill <g the B ir, the next ob- 
o be lurmounicd, waa a fort on 
th weit point of Sullivan's lOand: 
amaiidcd the paiTige to Charles 
, which lay fix riules further to 
ft. Tnouvh lately )>eguii,and not 
:tely fiuifhcd, it was in a llrong- 
r than reprefcnted co the Uritilh 
indcts ; who knowing the force 
hich it would be attacked, and 
ling f>n the valourof their people, 
t hefitate in refolving to aifail it 
lately. 

heeailwardofSallivan'slys Long 
fepariitcd from it by fome (hoals 
ercck, faid to be fordable at low 
and not above two feet deep : 
:e this ford, the ProvinciaU had 
a^ftrong body with cannon and 
:hmeBts. General Lee wa» en- 
d on the main Und from which 
faaacommuuication to Sullivan's 
» by a bridge of boats, over which 
Id throw fttccours st pleafure, to 
X ibt body of men poftol dicre io 



order to obllrudthe paiTigeof thcBri- 
tifli troops. 

The fituation of thefc upon Long 
Idiud was extremely incommodious. Ic 
was »mcre heap of land without tree 
or Hielterof any kind, where they (lood 
cxpofed to the burning heat of the fua 
in the hotteil fcafon of the year. Vh6 
iniconvenien<*ies which attended the fleet 
and aimy were indeed cxceflive. The 
water they drank was extremely brack* 
i(h, and their provllions were b^ith in* 
diercnt and fcanty. Notwithftand- 
ing the great aAivity with which thef 
laboured to forward their preparations, 
unexpected and unuvoidable delays re- 
tarded the execution of many of the 
puipufes neccfTiry to complete them* 
Near a whole month was confumed ia 
thii> manner, which afforded the enem^ 
ample time to improve every advantage 
that could be fu^gelted. 

The twenty-eight day of June, all 
things being in readincfs, the bomb- 
ketch brgan the attack in the morning 
by throwing (hells at Fort Sullivan ri- 
bout mid-day, the twofiity-gun fhips, 
andtwothirty gun frigates, camcabreaft 
ot the fort, and began a feverc cannon- 
ade. Three other frigHtes took their 
ilatim between the I (laud and Charirt 
Town, with an intent to intilade the 
batteries of the fort, and to cut off, at 
the fane time, the communicdttoa of 
the ifland with the main land, therebjT 
to prevent its receiving fuccours, and 
the gdirifon from retreating, i his po* 
(iiuin, too, Would have obliru^ied dtij 
attempt from fire fliips to interrupt thf*. 
main atta^. Bui thefc purpofes wtrOk ^ 
all frullrated by the ignorance of the 
pilot, who laid the frigates iuto tbs 
fhoals, where they all (luck fait. I wo 
of ttiem were, however, dileaiangled |^ 
but they received fj much damage^ 
that they were unfit for the fervice pro* 
poled ; and the other was let on fire 
that (he might not fall into the haad» 
of the enemy. 

In the mean time, a heavy and in* 
ceffaat &re QOUXxautd. V^^Vtinx.^ "Cca. 
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fhii)i and thr f >rf. The ProTinciali 
behaved on thin occaGnn with a cou- 
rage aad coolncfs that adonifhed the 
Br^'ilh « ifi :er8 and teamen : t: r f xe* 
cuiiiUi I hey did was drtndfnl — < 
Never was artnck made ui'h more 
intirpidity, nor defence with more 
dehberate vatour. I luife who hnd 
bet n in varioua rncoii t r^ of thihfort 
Cuiiciirrcd in d(ctarin;> ihat tlicy had 
Sever hrcD witncfi of (o rcfohite a 
rcfiftance. 

The Brift ^ havinir loft the fprings 
Qpr>n her cable which we>c (hot awny, 
Ity tome time terribly raktd by the 
encny'a fire. 'I hey dileh:irL»"td a 
gieat quantity of red«hut ba11-« ^tnd 
let hvr twee in fla^n^'s. the bcha- 
tiuur I f Captain M rri;, her com- 
manner, v\as t X'r.n»rdin:>ry in every 
refDf^ :— aftrr rccc-vin;; five woUi>d5, 
hr ttill rtnian'ie'I upixi deck, t-ilubhu- 
cd to quii it, in order ro ui.dcrpro the 
m iiputation of hin arm ; after twhich 
he u-ulauntedly rtturn-d to hi« iUtion, 
and received two wonndi more ; the 
lad of which w-is from a ri.'d hot halU 
^hich took him in the belly* and put 
an end to hifi life. 

Such was the (\a*\ htcr on board 
the biiflot, t!i.u iVtry t iTi irand fca- 
nan upo.» her q'lar'cr iltck \v,is ci h* r 
Icilicd or v^o>. ; .ed, tx <>piiiig ihe 
Cummod«) e» Sir l*ctcr P^iik-r, w!io 
D«)ii(i H'r>Mf nil. ur., i<iid coiiiprud 
hiniUlf through'-ut 'he wiokofttiis 
delt:u.!iiv. u. ) with ^1(8* inliej^idily 
at>ii pielcnce of m:iKi. C^ipt.nn ;*co"f 
of (ia ('X[ii r tneni. bti-Vid w.tri 
Bo lei's bravery ; -fn.i I eh c» ti>e iols 
of an arm \^aii oileiwf;' !'• (1a.|4- l- 
Ou(1v w« iKidiUy t::at hib liiv: Ma:(Oer- 
pa ltd of. 

J he cXvcuri'.n ^rt m il c Butifh H ip- 
pif.p vva v:'y Cf.i.'lictu'ble ; hut the 
m^ 'tks - f lilt hrt iuy Ut low, (li:it 
AUi!ii#('r^ uf ihe fhoi l)^w over, aid 
th«.y were oi f>ica a namr , a*! tu Hand 
the weight o( very licav) m- ra!, Milh* 
, out brm;( eaul> tlemnlifhid.-*- Thiy 
%ere ctimpoi.i. of paiii -rnb, 'and 
€»rih very titjckij intcrouXwa* Uui* 






in^ the heat of the attack, thckh'; 

terie? of the firt rrmsinrd fc lr»| ! 
filenit that the iffiftflBiits conJiM ' 
the fort had been ahandoncd : M 
tlis file nee wo a only c«ccat?Mrf 
through want of powder t tbcy M 
expended all their Aork, and vnc 
oblij;ed tu wait for a frefh fnpply hm 
tht camp on the mainJ^nd. 

It had been expected, tha% tht 
troops polled on Long lOand «ml| 
have participated in the opcvatiMl 
of tht't day. by fording om Salmr* 
Creek »tK)«r wa^er, forcing ike ri^ 
my'f intrenchments, and aiardiiaf 
up to the fun ; but the depth of tli 
water pnerd niuch greater, upBg 
trial, than had been im.ginrd f ik 
wotka thrown up by the enemy, atfC 
found, on a ncaier approach, aiodj 
drooler ihan t>>tT had at lirfli^ 
}:e»rcd ; t!<eir numben and ariilkrf 
far mi*re f< imrdable ; and the pot; 
tittn ol G.neral L'-e iut h a^ to railik 
h>m to ovci power with ^afe a''y ioKt 
that couio have been brought to 
agr«inft him. 

Tim dreadful engagement hlcS» 
till darkncta obli<^cd (tie Britifli^ 
drOii to- ^ivc over The tide en 
was nt arly a! the lowed, and it Vi 
drauing toMards ten, when the 
irto;<cre, havin^r done all that 
an " courage could prompt a bca* 
(>nu'< r to do \;pt)(i inch an occrfio>^ 
ihoi:^Mt pio|-er to diicontinueant^ • 
t it'll \%)nch no loti^er stfr>>rded auypnv 
libility if Inccels. From the !»•« 
ihi ti'^aj;e!nciit cc^minencedf tolW ; 
when the fliip<« drew off, ten M 
1 onrs were c< uiiti'U ; a hit*g f|lPCt ' 
for lo dole at d 'ncifTaut a coi 11: A 1 

Tmc itniiol and t.'ie Expcrimrtft < 
vcic fo n ucli daQ*.aged, tKal u *ii 
itp(r;t:endeO tiey could not be ffi 
lAcr tlie bar Ti>it, however, tkniagfc * 
^rtat (kill a no labiur, «^Ba acoriV 
piifneil, to the utter aftuoifhineBt^-* 
I'iic p. vnciaU, who had cuuccff 
ii impiaeitcahic. ihe Ingatcsiiiff* 
aiio eouliUerahlyi tiK>D||ii oot-: 
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labYy to the lar^jfe (hip% 8t 
the provincials principaiiy dif 
their firt 
ad breo hoped tliat the bomb- 

which cprrird a mortar of a 
ir conihu^tiony would have 

highly fcrvictaMc in annoy- 
? fuciiiy ; b«t ivhctlier it pro- 

from ovrrchargirp it, on ac- 

of the oi (lance at which Aie was 

e<^or,rorrie defc£l in the man - 

lizing that en/iine, the bed tliat 

was in a fhort time fo loofencd, 

became o\ no iifc. 
at was the appluufe beffowed 
Colonel M.nih rie, who cum- 
d in Fort Siii!ivan» and to 

intrepid behaviour, the fuc* 

dcKncc of it was in a very 
mcafurc owln^ He wss vretl 
ed by hift officers ; and great 
ry, and even Ui^foil'm, were dif- 

by f«nie i»f the fubalterns. 
ant of grenadiers, nantcd Jaf* 
rein); the (Sag-flaff fliot av^ay* 
i fiom one of the embraiures 
he beach, took up the flag, fix- 
)n a fpuuc;ciriiciff, and amiuli a 
3f fliot, remounted the merlpn, 
ifurtly *ixed it in its former 
Por tfiiii fincfimmon act of 
jT, he was pubhcly preftnted 
fwcrd of value by the J^rovin- 
'eljdent, and was alio promoted, 
er fcrj(.ant, whofe name was 
nald, being mortally wounded 
rannon-ball. f* I jjit," faid he, 
s«ii fiiomeuts, ** for a glorious 

but 1 ho|.e it »<11 not expire 
me.'-^A fcniiment not dn- 

the greaiell chara^ers men- 
inhillory. 

number of killed and wound- 
soatd the B'ilifli Iquadron, a- 
xl to ocat two haiidred. 1 hofe 
Demy could not be aicertaintt; ; 
cir lols irult have been con- 
€9 as moft of tfie guns of the 
re difmountedv anii ficfh rem- 
ent« poured 10 cuiiiig the 
imeuf the engagctntnt. 
iipfliao fpirit Mffpaued oa ihii 



occaiitm among all the people wIks 
accompanitd this exp-i ition. A 
nnmt>cr of vtilunteers « ffered them* 
felves, and a^ed with grcdt biavery. 
At the heati of th( f was Lord v\ nu 
Carnp^tll, Govt r nor oi South Cat oh* 
na, wiiofe coiir^'^^e prompted him tct 
undertake the commuiid nt the lower* 
deck ^tins of the B'lllol, a iidtion of 
peculiar ditnger. Mttny of the Un» 
mtn belonciing to the fliips of w«ir^ 
being difabled through ihuefs, to at* 
tend their duty, the fa 1 tors on bfiard 
the tranf ports courageoufly fupplic4 
their places. 

The behaviour of the AmtricTjit 
in this, and the various military itdnC* 
adions thai had taken place tince Utc 
commencement of iioUilities, thougb 
it did nut difmay, yet ir highiy lur« 
prized the britifli officers a d loldiers 
employed againlt tbcm.— ^LzpeCtm^r 
from tlic general intormatiun ihcy 
had received, tliat they were a people 
unapt lor war, from iht life ot potce 
and plenty to wluch they had be(.o 
tiled, they could not he'p tx^reiliti^ 
their aiicnifhment at the proofs lUiy 
were continually meeting- how wrong- 
ly they had been intoimed — - • he 
tiurh was, that notwiihUdnUing ihe 
profperity of their doneii c cinuai- 
itances, tiieir h«ib:t«i \^eic by no ineaiiA 
eflcmiiiate ; then Oiipiiijion « 38 .1- 
rc:idy hinted, were remaikabi) act.ve^ 
and their occupations tciKjcU eqiMiiy 
to invigorate ihcir bodiefe»aiid Ihar^eu 
their minas. i>ut tli.:i, wiiiih ut ail 
other cauics w«:s the uioli powciiul 
and c-fliv:iei<t in Itiii.uhitiiig uicm to 
bO. with reioluLim, wab ihat vci*) Jii* 
iinoation ot tdcir want of cotudge 
and cspaciiy for war. It. ptove i a 
cenliant fpur in all their entci|vi:z( ; 
they uete ioii'-inuJIy rtnum^id il t 
by their Ittctia i h fiUcO tt.cn* v iik 
refintmeiit and indigi.aiioii ; .ir. , i4.« 
geiher wtth the fntin.aU: penu^thoit. of 
liic jultice of their cauie, an.nuaui 
them cf^l^maily ;u iupponin^> ii. 

While lUeve >iA\\v>w>i Xv\vA<.^a:.xa 
were tAkin^ |^V«m: vu viuic t^b3!^v\Lvw\ v^x>^ 



fS* HIS-CORYOFTHELATEWAR^ 



▼iiicet throughout Antncay the Coo- 
j^rels was deeply cn^a^ed io the pre- 
p.irMtioti of that rvrnt which bcg^a 
pow Co br nnivcridlly expected. 

A circular addrtf^i Mrabfrot to every 
Colony llatiug fcvcral rcafi ns for 
which tht-y juJ^rcd it ncceflary that 
tiie author!; \ of t' e Crown and Le 
gOuare of Grrat Bnialu fliould be 
l«'taliy fupprcfTcd, and the powers of 
p)v-;nmrnt afitimed rerpcCtvcly by 
ihL Ail mbiy of each Proviace. 

'I itcy founded the juilice aod pro- 
prietv of this mrafuie, on the con- 
duilu'lJby Great Biiiain during a 
i<i><;tinic pdd, but cfpecially on the 
<it?c-rmination6 contaiuid in the pro- 
hibitory act Licly pafTcd, by whicii all 
inirrcourfe was ftjibiJden w ih the 
Thirtetn United Colonies An in* 
tcrdidtioo of this k:n i» was, in their 
•p*nfoiya formal txcluhonfiom that 
pToti£tii>n which the Crown' owed tp 
its lubjcd^s. i hey were, in Ldt, dc- 
cLtred outlaws, and lay rx,*ofi.-d to all 
|ic(>plc*s mtrcy. T'ley had nothing 
loithrr to ixpi ct but lU-ufage and lU- 
|Kc<l<itioa ; and they were b^ prucla- 
■antion. trjven over to be plundered 
ar.«i (iri'poilcd uf the r property by a-1 
Who ciitiki Ic'ze iHt-in it. Such was. 
tncy taid, the aniwer tliey had receiv- 
ed to the out.ful and humble peti- 
ti<'i> ihty had pretcnttd to the Brili(h 
liifone. in t. r name of all the mhabi- 
thhs of rAmcrica, for a fnendly rc:» 
<3ri.it of gr.cva:ices» in orJer lO a fin* 
i«.:-'. md permanent recoiiciliutiun 

•So Orieriiunrd and iritvoi*abIe 
^:»- the rcfolution (>f B itain to clla- 
1v 'h ail aibitary govcinment in ttie 
Coioiii^.s, that not loutcnr with levy* 
in:! ni;rnt'r(.u- atinirft, and equipping 
p-^rrt*ti ft rts at r.o iic fcMT tnat pur* 
p Tc", flic iih 1 ■fp,»iii.'d t') her foreign 
«liu s f.;r tl.c .itiii.ncc of their troops, 
8*'d ir .s :;c\v |)iip»ri:'i{ to invjde the 
A nciicm cominent with all the force 
hv' 'r^afures could procure. 

For (ncff rcafonsy it wa» indifpen- 
fiMy inoiiinhviit upon thtm to unite 

iJkcJT arua and CQUMd$ wiib ibc gcc*i* 



eft Tigour, UQaaimicyt sad Ipc^ 
rhe danger was mat.ifvft and m 
miiient ; the cicrtiuns ihey ki 
hitherto made* though coiJidcnBl^ 
muit DOW be ii.cicaied in pmp*" 
tion with thufe of their rnemic.-. All 
thcfe had divefled thciufcWct of J 
manner of regard and tec ling fiir ik 
American.>^» they Were no loogcr 
bound to coniider them as tlicir Umoi^ 
ers and parrntsi and iiifcie in allicip 
fon, abiotvcd fiom any larthct all^ 
Mice, to that monarchy and natios. 

EngliftHnen» faid they, arc ■« 
longer governed by thole masioisflf 
equity and moderation, thai led thcii 
to confiocr us ^s brethren. NatHM 
piidr, aiid criuiinal iikfiucuce. htw 
dcUroyeJ that integrity ^iid bcaei^ 
lence with which ttiey uled to aitea4 
to our Ci^ncerns. Auibioillraiius 
for a leries of ycar»t have been u« 
declared enemicb* and delpotil'm i| 
tiie fyttcra ttiey have long ccttgacd ; 
for the Colo:iies. The qucUiuo ii 
DOW, whether wc (hall perUveie ia thi ^ 
reGllance we bate bcfvun* oi pulifi*-' 
uimoiifly lay down thofe anns whkh 
we have hitherto employed wiihhoa* 
our and fu ccfs ? 

Such wab the purport of the repra^ 
Aniations mat^e by Congrefa aod iu 
aihercnts They were the natoij 
refult of the imprefQons made upo«' 
them by the dicad they ielt at the 
valt picparaiionH to i educe thea« 
1 hfy noir imagined that miniftryio* 
tended to rcaiiz^' their feara, and 10' 
compel them to the mud fcrvile Cub- 
aodon. 

Until this apprehenHon bcgu to 
prevail, whatever might have bcco 
the ferret views of ioJividiial^ ^ho 
Colonuls did not tiiink then&lfCi 
nece-iix:aied to carry their oppufiiioil 
any farther th.m to prevent the do*' 
fi^uB of miniitry from t.king placob 
l^li'-y 1 (.filled on no more than theoo^ ' 
j 'ynient of their ancieot cbimc i 
reconcilijtion on thefe tcrmo aaa ill 
utmoft of their dctnaadii ood."^ 
Wd ito^ utiL (ttftutd the itt 
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(tirinir thcmfdvet afiinHer from a 
penole from whom they dcrfrc d ihcir 
ori}fin. and with whom a variety of 
powerful motives had lonjv contribut 
tA to ccmc'itt and (I'll continued to 
- foppirt their connection. 

rhtife, who relying on the temper 
and circiimllancen of the tin en, had 
in^ulflfril themfelves in thf formation 
of another plan^ and whofe idras went 
■loch f trthcr than thofe of the ^cr- 
acrality, had not yet djred to unfold 
their mindii. The public wat not 
yet (ofBcirntly irritated to countenance 
tlietr notions, and to eradicate old 
babirs uf attachment. 

Bnt the news of what was tranf- 
•fiin|r in Britain, rxciicd an al:trm 
•fa diflereni kind from any of the 
' for'«'er. Complaints and anger at 
the behfivii>ur of the Colcminn^ had 
been fnUowed by threats, and tfter- 
^ Wards by an at!e:npt t • co'nprl them 
r' to obedience; but Hill the qutrrd 
remained confiocU to the fuhji ds of 
Bri*aiH ; they wire the fok partita 
Cniicernrd, and all hope was not ytt 
cann^uift^fd of comodfintf thcfc un* 
~ kppy difil-ntions without fiirei^ii in- 
trrp«>ntion. Bur when they fa w the 
fp^ere of dTcord enlarh(cd by the af- 
fortiition of rtrani^ers to this d'>mc(Hc 
d'fonie, they br^nn to be perfuaded, 
^ thnt thofe who had accuftd the Bntiih 
> m'niHryof enttrtaininvthrmoll fi.iillcr 
deiifi^nfy viere wll fi)nr.d('d. They 
, were now convinced that fl.ivery or 
dcllru6iion wa'* the altenMMve intend* 
cd for them in the coun* iU of Brit.'.in. 
This conviv^i«)n (hurily became ge- 
nera^ and operated with prodigious 
tfffti I it cxf»e!)ed all the remaining 
feiitiments of refpeCt and regard for 
the parent ftafe, and wrought a re* 
volu*i(in in the minds of minyt which 
p9ived the way for that which foine- 
time after entirely changed the face 
o*' ifTaint on the northern continent of 
Amcri%*a 

Nameroua were the publicattons 
Of« this occaGcnit tending to infl^ime 
thcpnfaliffifgaiii/t ttcmcAfwxiof the 



Britifli government, M'lny of them 
were compufed with great art and 
enertTV ; bnt none w&s fo much read« 
and had fuch difFufive influ 'nc% as 
that which appeared under the title of 
Common Scnfe. 

It w.ts in every refpeiEl a bold and 
animated p<;rF')rmaiicc. /As it fp'tke 
the lanfTuaire and opinions of a la; ^e 
pn>portion of the people, it was re-* 
ceivtd with vaU applau'.'e, and rev-'om- 
mendcd as a work replete with truth* 
anda^ainll which none but the par- 
tial and prejudiced would form any 
ohj rl'ons. 

Tiie reafonings and arguments con- 
tained in thefe various writings, filled 
all companies and convtrfitioas, arid 
excited a fpirit of iiiqniry anJ dif- 
cuffion in'o the rik^hta of bu.nan n.i- 
ture, and fociety at large, fuch as haif 
nev t been t-xcce<ied, if ever equalled^ 
in any country inchrillendom. 

'I he ingenuity and elt>qiiencc with 
which IMe advocates of America fup- 
P'lrieothe caufe of thcircouniry againit 
the claims of Great Brit^tin. were of % 
peculiar call. Tiiey denote J m?n who 
had dived deep into the tuhjcd, a:iH 
were dctcrmin«d to hnwtr to liirbt the 
fruil of thtir lucubiation<, and to a- 
vailthcmfclvcsot cv»-ryjilc;, howevi r it 
might prove .iut ot the comm n tracks 
oroff-'fid eilaMiMi <U)inions. or woumt 
the pride otihofewhobuild their am ho* 
rily 0.1 the wcakncfs and credulitv of 
mankind. All Uw.h retlr;iints vanifn* I 
before iiiriivhiuaN, w!io froiU (heir litu- 
at ion, h.id noth^n^r to appruhctid frjui 
thofe of wlio ii they were to invalid ::lc 
the prctcnfji-ns or to 'tiTjn tl;c chamc- 
ter. The m-ire freely mey fp.)!;* of 
crowns and Iceptres, the more 'h-y 
kn^-w their maxims wou! I be accci^t- 
able tvi a peoj^L-, whofe u- plijnt dil- 
pofition couUl bear fubm (fitiii to no 
power but iheir own. 

They were n<'W, faid they, -nvolvrd 
inacoiaed ivfmor i.nportauce than 
any that had agitated the wortd i^t 
many a?e» TV\c ClAv^^^ ^^^xvivV^- 
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or trrritoric8,thcdcfliny ofanimmcnfe 
c nttiient wa« at ftdkc : the iiitcrciU 
thcv were djfcujiiig were thofe of 
whole nntions ycc tu ctmie 2 ihe deci* 
fian (iFthiii difpule would reach ni'tuy 
a;vri into futurity ; *tnJ their polUriiy, 
I<>ni;}*Fter they were no nit>rc» would 
!>:•¥(• ample c:iufe cither to rcfpedl or 
iu (^erpifc their iXicinorv. 

Years had re? ulved iiuce peace and 
rcconeiliariim had hceii the continual 
ful'jtd of thc<r though- s, their en- 
rreaties, and thtir end* avourb : but 
they now were called upon to aitL^id 
!'■ other ohjidi. 'l*hc fword wa* 
drawn, Mood had been flicd ; there 
Xi"4f no more lootn for fnoiclly dlU 
cufli'ins rhey h;id entered upon 
another fcene, and mutl now ail the 
part of men wlio had a ccw char:.d.:r 
to fup'Mjrc. 

There were peo))le among ihem^ 
who. c^flii^ thtir Cy€S on the !onj» 
coiintA'on that had fubfilleJ between 
Great Britain and htr C ilonits, ima- 
jrined that il** prott;^ii»»n waa nccti- 
fary tor their welfare ; but thon^^h 
wMIc in thtir iiifmcy it w.is ot IvT- 
f^ve, I hey wt»^' now ma:;:; tJ into a 
nation, and wiinu'd it no loM);cr It 
«vas bci-ome d.<neeri>u*, a^ ihey llut 
art iibic to protect, ma. think ihcm- 
f:lvcj» iiililkd to rn'ii. 

'I'Ijc conn'H'li.):! v.ilh Cnat Eiitaln 
cnrritd a i",;!- »'f-^d aj)pc.irrtiice ; hui 
h'»',v diJiMV nniil ii be purct.areJ : 
llfi honour an.! livr iruncHb t-ticu 
}v'\ Iic» t*> i:»i.'i i>'^rl in ll.ilc ouairils 
lli;iC vv re :i' »'':l ptii;c:u.l uu ihc 
r.u.'iu fst ii i.j;)p-. ii r rur i.ieh, 
f»f cut if, \verr U'Llj iti. Tk of A l.C- 
ri«. ., :-ii.l iv?:v Jifa^.r that hAd ncr 
unll be pafiicI;)Mtcd by Litis coiui- 

liCO*. 

! h^ viv-'fTrii:!:-.'! that time inlro- 
CvA'^T into all liJina.i ;i:i\i-s, would 
fc- i^^iitiv l*>il ^ p' riod iit till <o the 
ft.von iuniy of Britain ovsi AiirriL-a. 
The J'o'^'iir i» waf» done, tin ^rticr 
f • both I flie would free hc*-rc-lf fnm 
ec rL:tl.*J^ cf»n?ention*i and fi m a 
irvCATivui aiiliuriiy; and Ar.it::i3L- 



wouM eddUifh that (arm of p 

meirt ivhich fuited her fituilidi, 
the iiich'udtioQs of tier iuhabitiit 
Nature ciwid oot iaicnd 
couniricg fo dillaiit from eadi 1 
(hnuld be fubjrd to the bme i\ 
mcnc. What an abfurdity lo 
to iail three tliuufand mile* it 
to receive dircCti ms fton^fUh 
how In mana^re ihrir do«iicllic 
ccrii^ I Was it not more nitioH 
well aft more honourablcp tba 
feat of kiovrrnment \\x a ^rcati 
and cxreulivc Cuuutry, lbuu:d I 
boin. ? 

Wan it oot a meannefs un(o| 

able to generous minda« to be f 

in;;, as favours, what they cod 

maud an rightu ? To dtpeod 

the will and capncioufniTi of 

rei;rn miniilry, fur the fettiroK 

buiinefs in which they hmJ no 

reit, from the nature of rhingi 

lit lit acqiHinled with, and cuiili 

therefore be competent to fuperii 

Grtut Britain and America 

no liinger truA each other llii 

bciMccn thcni was of a dcadi 

turt, and had deli roved all v 

cohfi lence. Fhey wcic becoa 

fact, twii feparate ftato ; «nd 

Hit u As were •.vho)!\ diffcrcul. V 

fufojcion rci^rfici]. f itndfhip 1 

n t luhfitK Britain had cU'arly i 

tiiai Ihe nvcum to rule w:|bMOl 

ttocl ; an:l Areiici hud cfiii 

nvj.!: it appear, tiiur ihe woult: 

«.l>ey. Snoh being the deiermin 

on c.tch fi !e. what end could L 

{ ei-d oy talking ofinyutbem 

oficcouLihaiioii thaiiH treat) of pi 

Tiiij Miiyrht take place in (rrdcr 

void cfTiiOoo of hI'Mid ; hnt a r 

to irie:r i. r-ver itate of fuho-diD 

to Great Brit'uin, was a titUatM 

uhich the Cuii»nies were no k 

c<'li .ii<itc'd : they too much Itk 

c '.V w '.V ci>: h t and i nt port mt « s fi 

ttity m t()it piiin* iv bccoaic j 

H'-t l;irj(Ct3 to Britain x Qur 1 

rv< M tliihb expcctedp until- 
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d treated with them on the 

»a cilia I inn with Gnat Br:- 
the ttrins of dep^ndtnce, 
irolve America in continual 
domcrftic trouble an^i incon-- 
The j-ah>ury of Dvitain 
jour covertly to obftruft all 
ient8, and to (lint Hir growth 
ciigth and profpcriiy. The 
on the othtr hand, would 
with Icfa zeal to counteradl 
avaursi thtfc woulJ ntccf- 
ducc hatred and mldruil in 
'icans. They wonKi ofcourfe 
their refi-ntnicnty and a- 
ke themfclvcb to refillancc. 
icr rcfcntmriit couH they re- 
The negative, right, vclltd 
Tovn, would he coniUi.tly 
10 oppofing every beneficial 
hey propofed ; their induilry 
: cramped at bonoe, anddif- 
abroad, and every hnpedi- 
own in their way, th>t rival- 
d fuggeft. Thus, (o be re- 
with Britain on the old plant 
e to adnnit among them their 
iterate cncnr.y, in quality of a 
d proitdor. The abfurdity 
conduct was fo obvious, that 
irprifing the Bntifh miniltry 
ntcrtain fo contemptible aa 
of the Colunidp, as to hope 
ght be prevailed upon to a* 

)rofpecls of the miferies refult- 
n fuch a condition, jultihcd 
:ermination ntver to fubmit to 
ey had therefore the cleared 
take up arms in order to pre- 
rmfelves from fo great a cala- 
Fhey were not the aggreffors ; 
Led purely on the dcfendve : 
iros were not injurious to fo- 
they were modeit and founded 
c reafon ; therefore they were 
7ie Colonies had oow.attained 
nu|turity of political growth 
lour, which entitled them to 
•nd confidcnitioD xa the world* 



They Ciaimed what was in confcqucncc 
their bwful due, the rank and the 
rights of a nation. There were many 
flate>much inferior to tliem in power^ 
weihh, and popiilation, that enjoyed 
this prerogative » why (huuld they be 
denied it ? 

It was the univerfal dtfire that 
they AiouK! be placed on the footing 
of a free fla»e. They were far re* 
moved from the country from which 
their ancednrs onginaled. The land 
they dwelt in furni(iied them with the 
iieceiTaries nl lift in the r[rratc(l abun- 
dance, ard with 'many (laple commo- 
diiies up'oii which to found anc^ten- 
five and bcncficiid trade with every 
nation in Lurope. 80 (ituated, no re- 
Ilraiiits but thofe of abinlute coercion, 
would prevent them from makin^r the 
mod of the many advantages beftowed 
upon them by nature. But it was e- 
vidcnt that Great Britain would hnd 
it very difficult to enforce a monopoly, 
were (he able to retain them under 
fubjc^ion. The vail exteut ofcoall 
fhe muit guard with her cruifers ; 
th<- immenfe trades of land over which 
fhe mud keep a perpetual watch, would, 
in fpite of her vigilance, elude the 
regulations fhe might enad to pr<- 
fcrvc the commercial benefits of A- 
merica entirely to* herfclf. Other na- 
tions would come in for an ample 
fhare, and would, whenever the Ame- 
ricans were delirous of an emancipa- 
tion from the authority of Britain, 
affili them with all readinefs in effec- 
ting it. 

It was therefore no lefs the intered 
ofjot her powers tjian their own, that 
they (hould withdraw thenifelves from 
a connection from whiL-h rhcy had 
every reafon to be iMghly ciifTdiisticd, 
and which it was expe-.imentclly 
found, could not be continnrd with- 
out being produdltve of incLfT^tit al- 
tercation, 'lliis wav itielf a fuffii lent 
motive to engage them to put an end 
to it. 
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comfd ; ii had already cod them dear them witnefs that they haid mC ih 

and w.is nut probubly near an ind generated 

Tiie wifrd courfe thty could i^url'iie. Superior to Britain in theadna* 

«'»:> to extend it at once to a iiohfer t^f^eii of fiMl, equal to it ih the aitnl 

object thai) tl-at which p[ave it rife, of its inhabita..Ub9 the only tuferiontf 

Tiiin waft merely to prcvc't Briti.iii of \mi*r'ca wns in numbers. Bnttkc 

fri?m rulir^ tli.m oppttfrively ; but was a dcfioie Dry which time was rrati 

were it noi more ^d^i^:'.b•c lo takr a dyiii;;wi'ha rapfdity that allonift4 

final di'terniinHtion liot to fiiir^r Bii- all thufr wh • beheld it. By ftiraW 

tain t ' rule them at u!! ? if they could uncaci^:;erated coinpuiaticiMstKc ^ 

nfill bcrr opprtlfr'n, they could alio puljti'iii of Ainenci w^a rtckonedtn 

rtt.lt !icr pitvver : the firU dipe:idcd JimiUc in left than tliirty year*. U 

on liie ht'i. Ic was a duly thiy owed amoinied at the prefent cn moretlui 

to iticmiclves, t-- atfaii>, «>8 foon an pof- two mllli ^ns of white people. WImI 

fr'k', a lt.)tc of fccurty from the a fiind wat thisfor iiicreafe, wheamei 

grievances of which they had fo m>;ch d'j!i%'e*'ed from a'l rcilmiiitt, and Uk 

Cu.ni/hiined. I niavin^ it in their op- entireK to the fuii o|>rrition of tkir 

tion (o rri.Dve tlum for ever, they UMineumbercd etiertions ? 
flit lid conftit! to remain cxpofed to B*it wh<it need w<ia there to jolify 

tbtin, they, would be t^mlty of an un« their endear :uri» to obtain frccd«i«i 

p'Tvionublc fcMy It w«.u!d i cruder a It belonged to the on of rightt l^cf 

npctitiffU of tht provMcaMoui they hiid ha'! piirchafed it with their blon^il 

cniiured, highly pr ^bablc : and w<iu!d Lcxinirton* at Bunker's HiU» sndtf 

re- ucc them to ihe nectflivy of re- t"c many other places where tWf 

co<nmtncin<^> a-'ieu', what ibey had had been ca)lctl» upon to aflrrtit|ftf 

now niore than half completed. thofc who would hdtc denicJ tbeoiiH 

• mcnca \.as no Itfs worthy of p<iffriIion. ^ 

liukiin;j a place among free and in- Amctica was now in its prioft 

d^ptndciit comuiiis, th/.n Brit.iin It had attained that dage of poiiticJ 

h<.ililf. In extc'iil it w.is *"ir (up ri'T, tx5*lence which ii fu emphaticalljli 

nor lets in the varidy of its prodnc- and no lefs tiisly flilcd the youth cl* 

ti i.s. rill- iiJitives were the dtfccnd- tions. Now, thrreforc, was ihefcaisi 

an:s of thofe relulni' Un^ojihrnen uho to employ its energy and Tiy^oor » 

lettthtircwUiiJrv i; qmiJ I f a fit'dom, rfTurtin^' all the pretcnfioni it cmU 

wir ch thtv-c: u"d not t'lnd at home ; foim ; in ftrcuii •!< all its rights; hi 

Or of th fw iii'iuiliii usnuiltiiu !es i^ho Murd, in cdabhliiing its indrpcndca^ 

ha' emi^T:tlc(i from oth r parrs of ofail iovcreiguty ahri»ad. 
Ilu:o;>c, to erj-'V, in this happy re- 'Ihe CohiwicB obuundeJ wirh.lrstf^ 

gi«.ii '..t hbvrtv/that tolcrjiion of healthy, and laborioi.s men » foil ff- 

civil I'.r.! rt-liv.ii u- i\uiimcnt<, which courage aiid rclolution to mainianiiplj 

thcv w. re denied lu the land rf their claims and the honunr of ihcic ^ 

nativity. try. They had motives to 9M 

M -i of this deC'ription w<rc the th.m to its defence, pecuUir to 

ni'.U *cf:-r£tat>K rf a'l ci.aratiets. It felvcs. The) were |Hjflr0ors ^ 
w:, r., iiic-h rhat nation owed thtir * free lu-ldersnf il.c laud they ocCBppif 

{Aicliy r.jid jzn.ndtur. /*rtivi:y and i:=ey did not hold ii4>y thofip pKcr 

crt':r! r (fn^^nef^ uf dJf;M.riiiijn, were ou» ttnnie* that degrwlc the rural'' 

the moii ui-**iil qu dihcitions i.i a fws in f u:ope : they cult iv» ted 1 

ilLie. r-rom lucb forefathers t!;ry tUemiclwcs s it was in CfWJ l«l 
vcrc fprui.g) aud the woild boic 
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iwn : the life they led kept them 

illance from cfl.mioacy ; their 

were robuH and their difpufi- 

he froall fpace of time fmce tne 
cans had taken up ar'ns, they 
;hibited fpecimciis of valuur and 

that had furpnzed their enc- 
ind attra6led the ad'irirdlion of 
c. i'hey had fully confuted 
>afe afperftons that reprcfentcd 
i!i an uiiwdrlike people* fit only 
: occupations of peace, and ua« 
i contend with fuch viterans as 
br'empK>yed agaiiili ihcm 3 but 
ad met thcfe veterans !Uore than 
Id the utrld, and had nui belled 
liitracter I hey had affumcd of 

a^. ready to fijjht for their H- 
aa tijc Englifh themfclvet had 
formerly ; though nojvr meanly 
ting to forge fetters for their A-* 
a fellotir fubjcds^ 
erica need not defpair of fur*^ 
r individuals equal to the ar-i 

tafk of conducing their affairs 
field, ha?ing already produced 

h) had eoududled their coun^ 
th fo much prudence. It was 
l>efluouH timet like the prcfent 
men of geniUs came forward^ 
[played their talents to the world. 

iQ exalted charader would 
lin dormant, but for thofe re 
)it8 that call forth and fet in 
3 the abilities of mankind. The 
:ion of flatefmen and heroes 
)e chiefly to them. Adive fcenes 
; fignal for great and capacious 

to fhow themfelves ; they na- 

took rheir iUtion in the roidfl of 
, toiucreafe, to diieck or to allay 
It pleafHre. Nature gave birth 
:h men in all countries : biit it 
)idly in feafons of trouble «and 
ion ihac they made their appear. 

fuch only were favourahW to 
vho were born to fix the deliiny 
;t tod nations. 

:hout aflfumtng more merit than 
clM to ib«aii tbe Amcricaos 



might challenire any neople to exhibit 
within the fame proportion of time, 
a large number of bravo and refolnte 
men, of rnterpfifing cbmrnanderi, of 
intrepid foldiers, than the Colomes 
had affurded in the few montii*t the 
operation8*f<)f the field had larted. They 
had ftartcd up unexpeftrd, and i a 
manner fclf-formed. But fiich had m 
all age8> been the confequeiices of 
ftruiTglcrs for national freedom : all 
hiilory fhr»wcd it ; and they only trod 
in the footHtps of thofe patriotic 
ciiampinns of their country, who had 
preceded them in fo many parts nf 
the world ; whofe cXnmpIe had been 
fo fnqucntly cited and followed by 
others, as well as themfelves ; and 
would always raife up imitators among^ 
thofe who had too murh fpirit to bear 
with oppredlon. 

The Union of America was found* 
ed on the ([^nged tu ; a common ap- 
priheiiiion of great misfoHunes threat* 
cnrd indifcriminately to all. 

This, which 10 appearance was an 
objeA of terror, was in fad ihc m >il 
efficient caufe of thrir fecurity It 
compelled them to hfi unanimous and 
faithful to each other. It was there- 
fore the firmed bafis on which to ered 
fuch a conllitution, as would equ^Iljr 
benefit and proted them. The feafon 
of danger was the mod proper, as well 
as the inoft cogent for fuch ^ purpofe ; . 
people then forgot their petty interetls, 
and cordially joined fur their public 
good. '1 00 much fatety unnerved thofe 
great pafli'.>us on which the common 
welfare foinuch depended. — Wtre \- 
merica arrived to that pitch of opulence 
and internal profperity, which mult» 
in the courfe of ilungs^ become her 
portion, it were much to be qucliion- 
td, whether the fame -zVal and forti- 
tude in oppofing an enemy, the iame 
difpofitions to encounter hardfhips and 
difficuKics, and above all, whethar 
the fame unanimity would haTc beea 
found among them, as now happily 
charadcrifcd UtC A.QltxviuxLV ^>v::v\'^ 
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fjtuation woull, with all Its aHvinta;^e«, 
liHve a^f.i been attcndc"<l with it8 con- 
c<^mitant fliws airl '\ **ic:cnccs : ror- 
ruprinn w»»uM have crept in lo^ctJKr 
uith exi'cfs of wealth ; pri-ie wnuld 
liavc creiiicd lli.ife odious ilIilint^i'M'S 
that ffidcr one part of ihc community 
an "bjfCtof (l;^ht and indifference to 
the other ; parti«*s would, of vourfe 
fcavc hten more cafily fi>rmed in favour 
of an enemy, whofv maxims corref. 
poinled with llic deii;rns of the proud 
aiMithc hauglity : difiiitiim w(tuld have 
followed, w>th irsconftant atteridunts, 
dcbih'ty and difpiritednefs. Inlle^d 
of the manly rcfiilance that now did 
them much honour, the Amer'cans 
xvould either have tamely and padivcly 
fub.nitted to wliatever Britain had 
thou;^ht proper to prefcribe ; or if 
f >me of ihtm. Kfs funk in degeneracy 
than the reft, had ereCted„j;hc llandard 
of hbcrty, and i'ummonc^ their coun- 
trymen to the common defence of 
th( ii interfft*), they would have been 
fcvbly fupported, and mod quickly 
liave yielded to the mean difpofition 
oi tKe times and have conformed to 
the ideas and temper of the majority. 

Such fortunafclv waa not the Cdfe 
of America.— I: wa-» prcclftly in that 
fituation whicii i^ moil favourable for 
Union and defence : it confifted of a 
number of dtt'chtd parts, which nc- 
crfliiy alone had united for their pre- 
fer; ationi clicy felt their TclpeCli\e 
wcikncfs while in a f^parate (late, but 
thry were no Icfi ctinfcious of liic 
flrtngth that would accrue from tlieir 
Coi.juuciion. Mutual feci. n^and friend* 
fhip gtew from the ill treatment they 
li?.(* rectjvoci, afid the terrors il^cy ex- 
ptr»eiic'v(i frrm a common enemy. 

I.i private life no attachment was 
more laltn^ than that which an;fe 
f om u participation of advcrlity. 
IVlen tievrr fnr.i[oe their reciprocal 
willing nefh to alTifl eaich other iu the 
day of diiliefs ; they always remem- 
bered it with a peculiar coiiiplacency ; 

Bad tbcy who had bctn fiaccic fricadv 



on thefe trying occafionR, Mfcr 
wotild bicomc; or remain long 6 

In ^he fame manner, thofe allii 
and ufTiciatianii b>.tween public bi 
which were the moft f'slid and bi 
a(< wi;ll as prcif|K:rf>Uf, had ben 
c^.udtd between nationa innlfi 
one common peril and calBinityi 
remoter a/e8, the iiivattaos ol 
P(rtian8, by uniting the Giccic 
publics had rendered them invio 
In later periods the Canions of S 
trldod had emerged into freedoi 
being f.iTced 'to ilaiiJ by each 
in oppofing the tyranny cf thcit 
reigns ; and the fcvcn pruTi'ncet 
podng the Dutch commoo « 
owed their liberty to the fame i 

Thtfe illuAn'ous precedeDti 
before them like fo many iDTiti 
to America, to make one more i 
catah'iTue of nations delivered 
opprcffion by their virtue and ] 
vera nee. It might with the fti 
truth be adiletl, that the cafe of 
Celebrated na:ions was far from 
fo favourable as their own. Th< 
laft had a multitude ofobftackitt 
tend with, from the proximity < 
enemy, and the per{>etual facility 
\%hicli he was able to renew hisitl 
a:.d to weary out iheir palienoe 
not experience proved it uncoil 
able. 

To thcfe examples others mig 
adde ', Were it •nvCtlTafy. But 
were IhfHv iently confpiciioua aodi 
A'u\ to avv.ikcn the people of An 
toajull ft life of their cundition 
to the propriety (^f im proving tt 
vantage »i that lay before them. 
Wire tvident and. manifold, fi 
D- w in their power to forda at'o 
repi:hlic whic^ would beconjuB^ 
iiillant of it^ formation, thir 
potent an^ icfpc^able of aoy 
exidin^ — N^^ nrqu:toUR plaot 1 
Concur in its ellahhlhintot ; .it il 
not b. founded on bloodihed' iad 
qne'», hut on the very rtfffcfjej 
ipuit ui pcACc antt "^jOBPimkfi i 
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jntfs and confcnl of ihofc 
► be couctrnf d In forming 
c only rtrqiiifitcs wanting 
imcdiatc exiftcncc. It was 
be prefumtd, tJiat with fo 
fpcv^t before them, there 
c a diflcnting voice heard 
eoeticial and honourable a 

Teemed to have had this 
long in contemplation, 
e gradually prepared it by 
and means as (houM ren- 
blc. It was now two cen- 
fhe Brft laid the foundation 

Small wcrt* the beginnings 
made its firll a{ipearance, ; 
len, fuch as could look in- 
fbrefaw and foretold the 
ly of this immenfc conti- 
nded under the aufpices of 

a mighty people, colony 

colony, and fettlcmcnts 
i in one continued range 
)e extended (horcs. 
ran time, the feeds of that 
b now animates America 
Fully fown every where, 
brought from a foil where 

vigoroufly fruflified than 
. The fcntimentSy the dif- 
1e government of the pco- 
*m the firil emigrato|[8 had 
, accompanied them to this 
They tranfmiitcd thcra 
ntire to thtir defcendantff, 
ey Wire faithfu'dy conveyed 
11 generation. 
LTy Colony, however it 
from others in fome pe- 
9 and forms of polity, itill 
ith each other in rctain- 
itials of the English con- 
ley knew its value, and 
cordingly ; in fuch hands 
.o contamination and in 
nodifications thro' which 
p its features wereclear and 

communioQ of ideas aad 



inclinations was univerfally edabl.'fhed 
among all the Colonies founded by 
Great Brit tin. They were canUitu^ 
tionally one and the fame people, tlio' 
divided by the boundaries which na- 
turjr has thrown bv'tween the di FT rent 
parts of this extend v'd region.- What- 
ever, therefore affcdled any one <'f 
them in ihisimoortant refpcdt, equally 
affeded all. T.'iey bad before them 
the IcfTons, and, what was ft ill itron;;er, 
the examples, of the parent (late, tc» 
guide and to authorife them in the 
obfervaiice of the maxims which it$ 
conftitution fo forcibly inculcated. 

To the fmgular praife of the A ne- 
ricans, they had adhered tii theui 
with a fidelity which wss not evea 
found in the mother country. While 
a great proportion of its inhabiiaiits 
was fo infatuated by weak prejudices 
as to ,j.nbrace opinions contradictory to 
the very tlTjnce of this con dilution, 
and c n tu afTcrt them with their 
lives, America remained immoveably 
attached to then, and became, in this 
inflance, an example to Britain. 

A people fo frahned, were not to be 
led out of their way by deception, nor 
to be driven out of it by fears. 
I'hcy flood on a ground of which they 
too well knew the folidity to abandou 
it. No other, they were con fclous, 
would afford them equal fccurjly for 
the advantages they had lo long en- 
joyed. They had too much fcnfe to 
expcd the contiiiuajicc of tliem in a 
change of dilation, and were poff.ffci 
of too much fpiiii to rtligii them upon 
demand. 

Wi.en in the plenitude of copqutft 
and glory, Britain bcifan to cail an 
eye of pride and hau^htinefj on ihcfe 
diHant dependencies, and to dJvtrll 
hcrfelf of that coriiplaccncy wiih 
which (lie had hitherto treated them, 
America ftill waited with patience 
for a return of her benevolence She 
did not avail hcrfelf of ih:; improper 

bciuv^Qur 
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bchavtc^ur of th? parent ftatc to call rff 
a conncC^iiTn of which (he was not 
bcUiiJ to fulFtr liiC continuance vihcn- 
ever i( became oppnflive. :t wai 
borrc, however, ten long year* in the 
midlt of infulia and ni(irtifK-atJons on 
tli<! rnc part, and of intrcdties and re- 
mouDraiiccb on theoil<cr. Pride, am- 
bition and aTcrice^ were the moti%Hr8 
tb?.t iliinulated Britain in ihiy unhnppj 

trial of the temorr of lite Colonies 

Siie had lately b(.cn ii^Vd to fve hci- 
cnemieti at her fiet ; (he had fpread 
lier triumphant bannctn, and txttndcd 
ber dominions throu^^li every qu.irter 
of the ^lohr ; liches poured in apnn 
bcr from all paits. Lut in the midft 
of this ^raiidctir and prfifpcrity, (Ite 
forf^ot that Atiericii h:>d Hood by her 
in iti acqulfiiinn. Slie ieemed unwil- 
ling to admit her Colonies to a partici- 
pation of her honours and emoIi;inentf», 
and determined to confine them to her 
fc-If. Smc fiiught to ab'> Sge thim of 
th yfe benefits that refuittd trom their 
fiiuation, and to deprive (hem of ihofe 
rights that belonged equally to both, 
and without which no pet^ple can claim 
the title of Dritiih fuhjcd.-, and can 
only be coniijercd as the vafTds of 
Britain. 

Dut this was an appellation wlilch 
the fpirit of AniTica would nut brocik. 
tiUc had been taught to pjory in the 
rank and privil.'.rcs of Mn^lifhrnen : 
(he vvnnld ^*\f i?p nciihrr. S:ie wys 
Tffolved to afT rt ihcip, aitd was con- 
fciouiof licr ability t(i d*.) it. Biitain 
was ii:ift>rtu:ia'cly <.*f op'ii'iMi. I'nat ilie 
wanted m.'ili the iour.iL'i and ' !tt mi. ins 
rcqtiifilc for ihu: pur,>ol ; : m in tiMt 
priiuaiU'O, ctinri.iucil th>iiw pi(->v >cf.- 
tioiis, vv.'.lch r(<uU-d at bit tSe rtiiiii- 
fr.L'it of Afntrica u> a c<*v;ice that 
fli.J".vcd lilt WdS dtfiricp.t in « citntr 

In an tvd hour did li.i'aiii tiiink 
mcaniv of iier Ci»loiiic^ z '.til the drtV 
y!i;ii come wLicU fjrtuuc had ion^ pio* 



jc£ted for their ddiveraikrr fnnaftiF 
ation unworthy the grtatncfi iAdii» 
poriance which they had atiamd-^ 
Th;Ty were du'y fciifihie of ilierc^ 
that was owing to thtm ; and hdit 
bctn propetW paid, never wtnldhne 
cniictivcd the dcfign of a kpariM 
Thry bowed before the partoi bat 
wiWi a refptd md humility wbichiei^ 
thc-r that^ nuf any other pf.icotite #il 
ev( r a/ain .experience. TheylkJoBpl 
Britain to rccollcdk, that though ikf 
were her children, yet they wereoiC 
t<> their full growth. They would i( 
fill hir, they wuld bleed, theyvMll 
di:!^ for her ;— but they would Ml bC 
burthtned with the yoke of ferfltidci 

rticrc it unhappily a propcnfiiy if 
l^U'nan nature to overload iliofe ib 
aie willing to beaf. Long hadlk 
CjI'iri^'S acquief ed in reftridioDiV 
v<itions fjrtSy on every branch of tlKV 
external commerce, and their iotn 
trade. Accuitomed to peaceabk 
dience from them, Britain im 
it would have no btiunds. In thai A' 
prudent cxpedancy, (be raflily tnv 
grtfT'd all ihofe of moderatiuo, m 
invided thofe privilcv^es of wbkb Vi 
pofTcflionn had heen left entire tolW 
Colonids. on which the very exilic^ 
c»f their freedom depended, andvvn 
ou;'ht ihtTcJore to h ivt remaiW •^ 
touched, while Britain meant tofeo'^ 
ihe.T) by any other tie than tbtt 
lhr;1h^«m. 

Such a change of conduA|OpW 
one h ::id, naturally produced '«■ '^^ 
rati«;n of behaviour on the other W 
bouJ* ot friend Ihip once brtdteOf *^ 
miiy inrrcaiV'l •pz'ce ; but KCOra^r^ 
to vxpt'i.tiirc w 6 >.u«.*i gteateria*^?: 
a.^^i'.ir r luaii in the fuffcrer. A**^ 
ric.i \w>Ui * wdliD^Iy hav e bcci 1^ 
co.cUv]; Sui tl'.e iujary caoie'iH^ 
B'i'.in, and fh^ knew not bof 
lor. 1,1. J. S e jiisigod of the id 
n.cau of Auicricii bj her own ; 
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in the fupcriority of her 
errairicd to cnifh ati oppo* 
(he was afraid to trutt. 
rd to draw ths fword in 
r, ftill fVmcrica looked foi- 
an eye to reconciliation, 
'ogancc rf Britain de.naiid- 
tionil fubtiifl'«>n. Dcfpair- 
rablf to foftcn the rijjour 
afooable a demand} \vh it 
ere the Colonifta to lake 
I the fplrit and wifdom of 
lad been in the fame cir- 
•^1 tbemfelveg, pointed 
iiid neceff^ry ? 
ot A merica repine a^ "^^ 
s the bappitft that c^^uld 
It fhe knew her own *"• 
'o«ld rejoice at the opp***"" 
:he right joiiitly given \\^^ 

to diffolve a conncftio" 
henrtf »Tth" prove a fuurce 
I embarafTineut. The hour 
for the Colonies alone to 
ed in government, and 
cxf lufive foverci^rniiy. 
ncfth of America, when 
ould equally c'doniHi and 

enemy. Britain relied 
lifperfed fiMiaMon of the 
er Colonies, and the fmHll 
of thofe who would take 
ic calculated tlie refoLTces 

by the rule of European 
d fondly bflicved that 
pations wouH prevent the 

from affordinsf fHfficient 
the fupport of their caiife. 
he lealt attention to t'Xpe 



greater ;miiltitude8 fpcnd their h'vct 
in the laborious bndnefs of clearings 
and cultivating the ground, -ih.in in 
any country whatever But Biitain 
was blindei by ilie impetuofity of her 
refentment, an I bethought hcrfelfof 
nothing but inflant revenge. 

She now beheld, however, an union 
of force in America that begnn tb a* 
larm her. She had haftened a de« 
termination which would have linger- 
ed many n ycai, unlefs it ha«.l bfvti 
thus foiced into completion. S!:e 
had brought America to that p unr, 
at which no option -remniaed bttwern 
fervility and independence. Could 
(he flatter herfelfthHt the '\mericaot 
would hefitate about the choice ? 

Now therefore was the aufpiciout 
moment to carry 'the fyftem of their 
government: to perfcflion. With all 
its excellencies it would admit of 
many others. Fond of their conflitu- 
tion as the Englifh were, it had invo2r« 
ed them in many terrible difputeiu 
This proved its imperfedion, and 
fhi)wed that fome radical deBciencf 
lurked at botto«T», which unlefs era« 
dicated, would always be produd.ve 
of evils, which oiight be palliated^ 
but never thoroughly cured. 

To what were due t!ie civil w;in 
that deluged £ni>land with bliK)d, in 
the lad century ? Whence arofe thole 
inttdine feuds, that filed it with heait- 
biirnings and aniniofitic*. after the 
rtii;.rp.tion of Ki:yalt) ? Wh;>t raufca 
htd brou«rlit about Iht 1<< v luiion ? 
What was it, thwt in fpitc of ihvfe icr-t 



to the circum dances of r«hlc remedies, (nil contlmied t»> ufm 
8, would have undeceived Aid thcC(^nlliiu;ion of En*rland, and 
: are cales wheifin all men to rendtr its Iwjalicd eniiucncc hi^hiy 

problematic ? 

Thcfc qutftionn they forebore lai 
anfwer, h-U they fliould fctm to af«. 
fnmethe province of di^tuovs toihq 
red of maiikind. Bur they were inaf^ 
ttrs at hunie ; and without meaning^ 
to offend the iovereigns ot the world, 
they wt»uld v-siiMire tu loogc the iui 



: the defence <»f liberty 
icrty is the mod iniereil- 
f;; cafe? ; it always liait, 

will put arms into the 
I thofe who can wield 
'here are a^fo nations 
n are frioncr fitted for 

Ml others ; this it feci!- 
afc of A-imcricaj where 



^li^'ty^ 
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^vhom it .procttdcd. Tlie people of 
y\ii:iT!C?, st:tr fo ir.any (Xur^plc^ of 
the rncoiivciiiriicts lin^lanu liad fuf* 
icrcd unJcrits prtl'si:! ftmn oi'govcrn- 
ncnr, uould iiuw nii.kc triul ufanu- 
ll.ir. 

T''C f?lint!cn of AmenVa was par- 
tis .i!arly toiiutiiitc in th'i rdptCt ; 
Ihe roll Id chule thpt irodci which ap- 
}'t«ot-(t nU'll tli^ib'f, witii'iut rxciti- 
iiig St y civil ilrite ; — and flic lay 
too fir off, in «*tile of 'an erpMieous 
cIku'ic ,to Ic I xpofcd to titc Intcrfcrcrnce 
H i;n.bitioti:i r.tt^ihbours. Ail flic had 
toooard afnaiiiily %va!» dtimcidc (^n*':i* 
tioi>^'* liUt there \rcrc no iii'ividuiils 
nr.'vM^P them pi luiTid of n« hfs and in- 
fliK'iicr cniiiiy.h todiilurb the peace (if 
focK'ty, on th.cir owii private account ; 
thr only danger they had to appiehend 
watt from ail union among the principal 
fani.lie6. but even ting was a very re- 
mote appreher fion ; there was fo ge- 
neral an equality iu the fortunes and 
ciroumO'inceb of ihdH men, and fuch a 
levelling difpv iiiion nmong all, thai it 
winild he an inipiad cable attempt in 
rny fct of ncn, iiiULh more in & IJii«j;le 
iikIiviomaI to iilpirc at cxclulive power. 

A go\erno eiit fuittd lo the difpo- 
fin<»n dud wiuicb of the AnivriC-ri", 
funded, in the uiiiverfal opinion, t) be 
Tcvy aiiaiii:«iiie. Auibition waH a vice 
for.*ij:n to their chrn:Ctcr ; the dviire 
ot don ineerinj; hati never appeared in 
the noil oj>Uirfil and coiiliilerahle s- 
II (ng thin; ; a kind and frsenoly brha- 
Tirur toe^ich oth«ry mark*:^! all denon.i- 
Hi lions (>f pec pie, uud | iaw-ed ti:cm on 
r. ii""t'ri>! «if miL'hhonTiii'cIs, tli.it ji- 
coiiaily diilii i^uifued tiicm ficm ail 
othrrs. 

To m'U of this (lefcriptlon, a gn- 
vevwment t:.at voiiid Itt i' eir ruitra 
at a ;;^«:'l heiy,hl idii ve llicm,.inuit 
jMovc highly ui.;:'jCepiatlr. »Sjch a 
I'.llcm \v< u!d pKaje tii«-m l-eii in uli.cii 
)::W8 wonld he lelpiCtcd r.oie :h::n i::- 
div.du^.lr., arid v. hrrciii all d iiiitr.tro::8 
V/uUid be uvuiccii thai w<:rc iiut cvideul* 



1y and indifpenfablj oeccflkiy. It 

therefore their duty co hamc « m 
tut ion corrrfponding with inclil|tfj 
of thit kind, whtcti vrere wcH kaovi 
be uppermoil iit tiie generality. 

Few nations, if any, haidt like 
Americans, been favour cd wiih ta 
fir^blc an opportunity of conllrtiffi 
government cniiieiy to tl»eir likiaj 
Force, and the prtflfirc of cticoB 
crt*, had drcidcd the fori line of i 
nut ion;, in this refpecl. How or: 
therefore, ou^ht tney co be^ io fid; 
thm critis.ai irpourtuuity, while boII 
oLdruwieJ them, wza.lc tbeir cm 
were unable to pt event it, anfl 1 
theaifdvrk weie unanimous ia thai 
dcavourb to obcaia it. 

Were they lo delay fo f^kitai 
work, iiifacul.ies might arife, lif 9 
tiiey hr.d at prefent no conccptifli 
i'he enrmy they had to CHOiMR 
would unjoubtediy afLil them * 
every we^ipon of which lie ww 
fkiLd. line, lie had of oiiif 
poller ; that ^as his gmld. If 1 
were to fail, him, liill he had tb«l 
fouue. hif:>rc he tried it, he v 
employ the other. Ttiis waatbc 
tcivaltocome to a refulutiod U 
them to fettle their ctfairs on fo 
a foundation as to friiilrate tU hi 
tempts to overcome them by the U 
tat ion ( f lucre, wtiich was lo Uili 
ui.ly i>nc ihcy had to fear. 

n order to eflecl this purpofebt 
:ill duiiircr of a dif^-at, itoibiog 
re:r.a'ncd to do, but to confirm sU 
had already done, and refolve toi 
by all tl.e determmatons they \w 
ken. Tlicie ucre the Im-U pet 
tiuns thiy Lould have made fa 
grai bidintis that was DeXltob^j 
acted. 

IhishufLiofa, great and ha^ 
an'j i: vias niight be accompliflifti 
tht. giea^cli tdcility. It coi.fiitc4 
more tl*;:n a declaration of ipri 
dcr.<.y. iji ('oiiig tbiiif thc^.jjl 
mure than nfkrt the pUin^J 
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I were they depefnUfit At this 
Profidence and'iheir own 
aiid coumgej 

oagh ihit me^fure was attend* 
lo diflkaltyi contriirj to thofe 
at Were eafilj obtained, it 
r produ^ive of a multitude of 
It conefponded with the 
an incomparable m^ijority, if 
le diminutive proportion of 
ight difapprove of it deferved 
:ntton. It lifted Anierica to 
of a fuvereign date ; and im- 
reig n nations with a rerpe6t 
ater than that which they, 
were inclined to pay them» 
y continued to acknowledge 
lignty of Britain. Such an 
dgcment entitled her, in fome 

call them rebellious tubje£ts ; 
they had caft off their alle^ 
ley would fpeedily meet with 

1 would recognize their inde- 
. Even the very a.H of claim- 
uld give them a confideration, 
never rcfufed to a brave and 
10US people. It would pro- 
i a refpe^ful treatment even 
ofe whom the dread of dif« 
Britain kept in awe ; and «• 
h a» were known to beNnimi- 
, it wuuld fecure every favour 
I be granted to them without 
:o an open rupture with the 
ourt. 

fure that came accompanied 
lany advantages, ought not to 
d. To waver and hefitate 
cadieft method to awaken che 
of the enemy, and to excite 
unteradi it. No uncertainty 
allowed to take place in fuch 
• refolve and to execute fhould 
me dted ; the enemy ought 
>rized of bot h at once : he 
1 be convinced of the inutility 
g to divide ; and, together 
coQvidon, would feel a dimi* 
ctfe influence of which be 
im£plf pofleffed. 



To fome this might feem t hasar^ 
-dous enterprize, fuU of danger, and 
tending to exafpcratean enemy equall]^ 
vtodi^ive and formidable, and ubofe 
rcfuurces were an obje6t of no lefs no« 
.toriity than am«'zement. He would 
esert tliem unquellionably to the utmofk 
on fo urgent an occafijn; and the/ 
might at length be found of fupertot 
weight in the fcale of comparifon with 
theirs. 

To thofe who argued in this roan« 
ner, no other anfwcr could be givtut 
than that in all emcrgencieti of a limilar 
natiiretothe prefent, to require an ab« 
fetice of all peril, betrayed imbcciUity 
of mind and weakoefs of heart in the 
extreme. When wabfo great anobje^ as 
that propofed, ever compaiFcd without 
difficulty and danger ? Allowing bt>lh 
to be ever fo premng and imminent^ 
ftill it were more imprudent and rafh to 
fly from, than to face them: they would 
purfuc and overtake ihe cowardly 1 tae 
brave only itoovl a chance to overcome 
them. It was wifcr, therefore, at all 
events, lo embrace refulute meafuret t 
the more daring they appeared, the f«if- 
er they were to reality : nune.but fuch» 
Qoutd p> llibly procure iuccefs^ ado* 
thcrs led to certain deflrudion. 

But ihe hazards at which fome peo* 
pie were fo terrified, were imagnary. 
Britain had already fummoncd tur ut« 
moft ftrength to this conielt. What- 
ever further iiepsthe Colonies might 
take to opppoieor to irritate her, would 
not produce more effectual efforts a« 
gaittd them, than thofe <he had made } 
they would indeed ihow the inflexible 
refolution in thofe who governed ihe 
American councils, to refiit her eiidea« 
vours to the very lafl : but fhe could 
not too foon be appnzed ot this uiiciw 
tion ; it might incline her to ponder oa 
the ruinous expence attending the re. 
duAion of a people thus refolved, the 
Breater uncertainty of fucceeding in 
fuch an enterprize, and the dangers of 
various kiiids» to which io the meaa 
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t!m«, (he would I; inevitiUr npofcid. 
Am«ricii bid much (u<>r« to uppre- 

hcnd from her inlerna) fuc* than her 

«>p(.'0 tnemics : uf ttiiTe Ibc ki<ew the 

firctigth, and could oU'-rvc tl>c in«- 

tion^ I but the utiicri unJcr the mafic 

of friendfllip, concealed the bdklV 

treachi-ry : tliej' made it thtir buii- 

titlt to dilhearten people, bf elzgge- 

Tated iiifuimalinni uf tlie numeniut- 

ncft of ihc frircei t> at were to be em- 

pluycd by Great Brilaln ajjuinll the 

C'lunies: iriey were conlinuiilly ex 

loliiii^v their valour, expcrtnefa and dif- 

ciphnc ; recounting ttwir exploits icli- 

nuaiin^, ill Ibort, that tliey would pruve 

irreriltible. 

But u-ho were thefe formidable 

tniupa a^inft ulioni AmeriL-aus would 
OKI be able to ibiul i HieT had already 
wiihDoodthe br^vtll mm in Britain. 
WiE the pride of LnglJIhnteii fi luw:r< 
Cd.asio aelinuH'Icdec any iccn braver 
than thtml'rlvct? Were ihc Heflians, 
or othtr Gcrroans in litiiifii pay, bciiir 
foldierB than the n^tivcE c;f 13ri[:>ir> .' 
Were they more sdivc and intrepid i 
Wcre'hc}' mure zealoubfor the hunour 
of their country ! In a word, were they 
more compleaily quaLfiL-d to w.ige war 
on the continent of .-\mtrica .' Certain- 
ly not. 'I'he advdaiages, oo t he con- 
trary, were on the fide of the Enjilifli 
ill a vjriecy of con li deration*. Thcjt 
fcught in ihe1r own caufc, were ac 
qiiainliJ with the people, and the 
ciHintry (if America i Tpokc their lan- 
guage ; knew their feutimcnti i they 
had more livacity in their difpilitioiii 
and u-i.iiU atl nilh more cxpeditiouf. 
ii.fs. But were the Brititb iroopa ever 
fofuptrior 10 ihe German, at tliey bad 

nu-tfTdiy for fuch a« aimed at tntimi- 
datiug tbtfe, to rcprtfent the German* 
a». much piefiiiable to tbem in point of 
foldiirlhip. 

If fuch excellent troopi astbeSn- 
itfh bad not fucceedcd agaiull the 
CulovAtt little had ihey to afprehcod 



fVnir ra^rcenirica, wVo 
Dayrilliog,n>t.hi*difiaDt fcene oFftSMh 
than the EukMIi tl»-B>rcI.ea. Th^ 
was well kao.wni eKprcfT.d rclafUn 
eni'U){h to the lervicc tbef were nseb 
Nunibetf, if out the far greater aujgrii 
ty,difappro*edofilie (quarrel they «in 
engaged in, but were proreHMHllt. 
cuinpellcd to (upport ii. 

Wliile America was true toherUt. 
(he would maintain her (ground agaiift 
alttiEr adverliirica Tbofc who btlny- 
ed iier, wereanincuitlijcrablcauiiib(rj 
and tu be apprcbendcfj uiily on 
of their m.'lice, and inveteracy* Bwl 
flie had ■ fiw Itailon at home. Bit M 
on the other hand fuch uu.neniuiW 
powertui friendi abroad, ai would nt 
fail lo llrike a damp upon tbeir 
mie*, whui tbey beheld who they o^ 
and with what a force tbeyintfUMM 
fupport the caufe of Atr.trica. ^^ 

DiJ Britain imagine that fbe 
bclLft unmolefled, to proceed at k^ 
leifuie and difcrctioa a^ainll lhcC» 
lonitfbP It wai indeed the iotereflof ih^ 
many fecret well wiJhers who funouli 
ed hct on every &de, thdt Ihc ftiould t» 
dulge bcrfcif tn thi> ^trfuatlon : this 
would cuinplimeot b:r wiili ttic r«irdl 
afl'urante* and good «Lill, and padfe 
intcntioDt, till Ihe had naftrd ik, 
ttrength, and exh*ufled hei tinanct^ 
but (he mnmEni they Taw hcrfnlEcieal^ 
ly debititalei!, they would come foi^^ 
and avow their purpofes ; and ei 
fuch a flreogth in their exccuii 
Brilaio would not, ii) tier enfetl^ 
condttilon, be able to i-ppofe. 

Nor would the Colosies, in t)iesMi8 
time, be left unilSllcd. Such *rej«- 
quifbment would illagi-c< wiili ihelct- 
tkd fyllem of European iioliiies. Thcf 
would be fupporied Ly iniiiica aM 
clandelline incani from variuui ^UVl- 
era : thele (would fuUy eiiiiblc tfaetn lA 
keep [he 6eld,and weaty out (he cni 
It Here oeedleft to cnuniei;atc. l 
fsrli of the ftoiU iitai ^^ 
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rotUd come. It might reafonably 
cpcded from every nation and 
tatCt to whom the greatncfs of 
a wm *an objc^ of envy. A* 
ihefe were fome of the rodii 
ful itatea in Europe. The ma. 
t |>9wer89 in particular wuuid 
irtaioly neglcdl fo favuurable aa 
tunity to deprive her of that 
ruperiority) of which they ftood 
Duch dread. 

:fe were powerful motives to 
: the people of America to go on 
uUy with the work citcy had be- 
aod to hope for a pror[>ercius if- 
To thefc mi^ht, be Ldded the 
ity of being dbundantly fupplied 
oc with able hands to perform 
t was not only in the bravery of 
abitanis, and their aptitude for 
liat America had realon to place 
(btft confidence ; ihcir numbers 
m objcd no Ulh intereftiug : the 
y was foil of people, not only 
y but eager to a^ in the com- 
lefcnce. A fpecimen of tkeir 
:f8 was giteq th^ very moment it 
luiiec! : within a few hours no- 
pwardB of twenty thoitfand af* 
1 OD the memorable day of Lex- 

y were not multitudes ha(lily 
rd| and ab eahly difperfed : — 
ere men fincereiy aiiimatcd with 
:; of thtir count ry» and eaineltly 
B to (jgnaLze themfelves in its 

It was not from the neccfiity 
curing a livelihoodi that they 
cd the proiclEoa of a foldier ; 
entured their lives frtely and 
Uy for the protedion of all that 
ir to mankind :. they left com- 

honesy the ieaCs of plenty nnd 
p and fubmitted to the liardfhips 
rtfics nf a mihtary hfe, from a 
ler profpe^i than that of pay 
nder : thefe they left to their 
f whofe chief iniocementsthey 
ccflarily bct frvm the chamder 
e iDdifiduais of whom their 
iPtre compolcd i men picke4 



up where-ever they could be found 
depreffcd with indigence, corrupted 
through f]v>th, or immerfed in all kinds 
of iniquity. Such were the recruits 
on w:.ich Britain was to depend for 
the fupply of thofe armies that were to 
conquer America. 

Bat experience had (hewn that fuch 
men were not to be placed in compe* 
tition with thofe who fought in reality, 
for what moil nearly interefted them. 
King and country were words of courfe 
employed in all monarchies, for want 
of 2'omething more fjbflantial and fig^ 
n:ficant ; but what were king and 
country to individuals, who, from their 
/jtuatiomin life, could feci for neither ; 
wh'.>, for an increafe of waj^es, would 
abandon their party, and adl agaiuil it 
without the lead remorfe ? 

Add to thefe coniiderations, that 
mod of thofe whom they were to eur 
counter were new levies like them* 
feives : the troops expected from Great 
Britain and Ireland, were in f.t6t infe- 
rior to them ; by far the mgor part 
bad never feen iervice, and numbrrf 
were frefh from the plough, the 1 lomi 
and the Ihop. Their equals in condi* 
tion at betl ; • though certainly not pro- 
vi(!ed with fuch cogent reafoiis as liiofe 
which ought to infpirit the \mcrican8 
to acquit themfelves manfully in the 
approaching trial. . 

With fo many inducements to look 
forward with thebrighteii expLdationf 
it would be unA'orthy of meu contend- 
ing for their all, to fuffer one moment's 
dcfpondency. The part they were 
ading had raifed them to a Ration of 
confpicuity that attraded the eyes of 
the whole world. Europe had fixed 
its entire attention on the tranfadivmi 
upon this continent, and waited with 
continual anxiety for the arrival of 
intelligence, what progrcfs the Colo- 
nifts were making. They had the 
wifhes of all the brave, the learned, ana 
the wife, in that moli.enlighiened^rc« 
gioaoftbe globe. It behoved theni 
la prclecveihat .efteein and predilec- 
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tioD. The unanimity with which it 
wai betlnwcd, was ii proof they were 
not iinilcfcrvlnp «,f Jt. They were 

{>recife1y in the fame p>fition the va- 
iant thoiip^h unfortunate Corficant had 
been a few yearn before ; praifed and 
admired by ill nations. There was 
indeed an effential difffrence in their 
own favour ; the Corficans were from 
• concatenation of unhappy circum- 
flancet, abandoned and left (inj^ly to 
ftruggle inefft Anally a^ainft the heavy 
%veiflfht that crufhed them at laft But 
they Aood, as it were* in the mid ft of 
every kind of encouragement and af 
liflance. Their own ftreogth was 
great and refpi-6tab1e ; that 'of their 
friends ft ill more confjderable. While 
Britain, their only enemy, had not a 
fini(le ally defcrving of the name ~— 
They who adhered to her were needy 
•nd mercenary hirelings, of no confi- 
deration in the fyftem of Eun>peaQ 
afiaira. They lent their troops to Britain 
from the fame motive they would lend 
them to any other power, pay and fub- 
fjdy. They would withdraw thtm 
from the fervice of Britain, and devote 
to another, to its enemies if required, 
for a larger ftipend 

From tlicfe prtmifes it was incon- 
teftiblct thit no pe(«ple engaged in 
difpute with another, could poflibly 
Hand on more advantageous ground 
than the Americans. No difcoura);iiig 
circumftances could be pf>inted out to 
alarm them : they had none but the 
Commoo dangers of war to provide 
BgHinft ; and they were duly prepared 
for them ; but ihey had at the fame 
time ever) rcafon topromifethrmfrlves 
a profperouB termination of it, and the 
coinpleirft fuccefs in the attainment 
of that obi cd for which it wu under- 
taken. Such was the fubflance of the 
divers publicatinna and opinlona of 
people in America at this time. The 
communication of thefe fenti meats, 
ptopagkted them with amafing fpeed, 
•aioDg the multitudes whom the 
famcautioa of the tunca had prcpar. 



ed for their reception. They fytfl- i 
with imfiftlble rapidity throBfi^' 
the continent ; and gained fo 
ful a mjjority of pnifelytea, that dab 
who intended to reakdc the fytv Jk 
tions they coouincd, weic coovuni 
they fliouM meet with no impcdioKSOb 
and would carry their fchcroct iaa 
the complcteft execution. 

A declaration of iadepeodeaeyiav 
became the fuUje6i of uaiverfiil A 
cuflion. It was mentioned ai a at* 
ccflary and indifpcufiblc nMafinti 
thofe who ventured to oppob k| 
thofe even who appeared doobcM af 
its expediency, were looked npoa 
a fnfpicioubcye. No irne 



It was faid, ought to hefitate in giM 
it has htarty concurrenoe : a deaia 
could only proceed from ignorance V 
falfe heartednefs | thoic who wctt i^ 
norant of the true intereft of liiar 
country, deferved no attention | 
thofe who were faife to it, 
punifhment. 

Notwithftanding the violence d 
thofe who (upported thia a^afa^ 
and the fuperiority of their numbenii 
two refpc^aUe Colonies had thi 
courage to oppofe them. TLcle woe 
Pennfylvania and Maryland. A grcrt 
proportion of their inhabitanti pfO> 
fefTed a moderation of fen t indent i, tte 
did not coincide with that impetiotf 
zeal, fo common and prevalent in tkr 
others. They were no lefs attackal 
to their country: but did not appioit 
of that outrageous warmth, whifk 
bore down all cooloefa and rdkttia% 
and precipitated &11 meafurea arilhait 
fufticiently pondering upon their 
fequcnces. 

The eftabliflimcnt of a new fofairf 
government, waa a matter of tea t^ I 
rious a nature, to meet with their i 
n-ediate concurrence, cfpeciaU]^ 
accompanied with a total fieparapi 
from the parent ftate. Thiat sa ■ 
ticulir, was ftrongly dilap pio aai * 
a pluralinr of the Depotiea to the 
aeral AflcmblT of tiM PMrioai 

imaqi 
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iTiiiia. Though no left in- 
thin the other to infift npoo 
b of the grievanceiy {o often 
lined of, tlill thejr could not 

upon thcrofelveB to unite with 
vho had rrfolved to put an end 
r cocnplaints, by fettling alldo- 
affaira on fuch a plan as (hould 
itrm for ever out of the hands 
It Britain, and exclude it from 
erfcrences and authority o?er 
lonies. 

this idea the moft impetuous 
'buknt adhered with inflexible 
ion. I'he parcizius of the op* 
one, though numerous, being 
rm, did not efpoulc it with 
chemence and a^ivity. They 
in no little awe of their anta- 
» who rcprefcnted them as de- 
in attachment to the public, 

pufillanimous and waveriiig. 
confidered, at the fame time^ 
rcility of remaining united with 
her Colonics : reciprocal af* 
* waa the ouly fure method of 
:ing them from the refentment 
ain ; and to diflblve their union » 
lay tlicm in a manner at ber 

thia dilemma, after mttnrely 
ng the relult of confenting to 
omodation with Great Britain, 
i;oing the lengths propofed by 
:her Colonies, they found the 
A either way fo perplexing, 
icy determined to refer it to 
x>nftituent. They looked up« 
laqucdion, wherein the comrou- 
istoo deeply inVoWed, for any 
mfeWes, finally and perfonally, 
de. 

I important queftion was agitat* 
I great fervour on both fides. It 
gued, that a feparation from 
would be followed by a mnl- 
f of inconvenicnciea. 1 hey 
dr old friend and protcAor, 
to them by confanguinity and 
, triio, with all his faults, bad 
llolid bceefi(6lor ; and, grown 
' dififfccaUe expcfKffcc, would 



give them henceforward no caufis 
of diflatisfadion. He was the foie 
umpire, in whofe hands they could 
tnift the power of holding the balance 
among them. He was the common 
parent of all, and would not bchava 
^'nh partiality to any. Such a moder* 
ator was abiolutcly rcquifite for the 
prefervation of their internal peace^ 
and the fettiement of thofe diffcrencea 
Which fo often arofe among them, to 
the ierious difquietude of fuch as fore- 
faw the dangerous conAquencts the]^ 
would probably produ.c, when the 
Colonies were increafeu in ftrtngthy 
and might, from this confidtration^ 
become untradable in their recipnical 
difpute8,aud incline to ufe forcible 
methods of terminating them. 

There were alfo various oihtr ad« 
vantages in a conocdtion with Bqtam* 
Its power fecured them refpect every 
where i and their commerce, though 
fubje^ to a few reftridions, was near- 
ly equal to their means of cxerctljn^^ 
it : they had almoli as much as they 
could manage ; and it was alwayi 
fure, in cafe of need, of being tffcn- 
tially affiled by the bounties fo fre- 
quently and fo generoufly bellowed 
upon thofe branches that reqaired en- 
couragement. Precipitation in a cafe 
of fo delicate a nature as an entire 
fciifion and difmembermeut from the 
main-body of fo noble an smpire aa 
that of Britain, would le unpar- 
donable in men who had f« long and 
fo largely experienced the Dcnefits of 
an union therewith. N*vclty had 
its charms in public, as wirll as in pri* 
▼ate a£Pairs i but, as to |Udrrel and 
part with an intimate wai julily reck- 
oned a misfortune, it mgnt with no 
lefs truth be deenried a Inoub calami* 
ty, for two branches of a nation to 
come to fuch a rupture a to renounce 
each other for ever. 

The reafoninga on nc other fide 
were eondudled upor a ()iScrcnt 
gronnd. l.ittle notice was taken of 
the fDre^lng aflctwotti X^^ "w^t^ 
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iield nn prectriou^ and founded up-yn 
mo certainty. Lilierty, it waa faid, 
W'lii the only bafij on whioli they 
could build witli any flability ; with* 
O'.ftity no advAiitag;:! eouM be depend- 
ed on ; and th'.*y mu'!l truft to the 
difcretion and capriire of others ( 
which u-aa a tiate intolerable to ^eu 
«>f fpirlt. 

An accnmmodation vpith Great'Bri- 
tain was impraeticabte :— .Her terms 
wrre too imperious for the CoIodiUs 
to fubmit to, while they were able to 
with (land hfr. What real fiiend to 
Amtrica would prop'jfe to lay down 
their arms in prtfcriL-e offuchaforce 
*8/ was comin;r to iiiv:>rfe the liber- 
ties of this conrluent ? If they expect* 
rd any terms 6t for freemen to acctde 
tOy thry mail treat with arms in their 
kands : the moment tbi y parted wiik 
them, all was lott. 

Would any one, therefore, fcrioufly 
ad^fe tlum to ronient to fuch a treaty 
9S would neceffarily delrter them up. 
Hulked and defencelefs, into the hands 
cfan haughty and arrogant enemy, 
whufe will and pleafure they muit 
implicitly obey, on pain ^f what chaf* 
f ifement he would thuik proper to in- 
ti'^ ?— Pcrlfh the thought ! and pe- 
rifh the man whj fliuuld dare to avow 
k ! 

The fcas between Great Britain 
and r\mc'ica were now covered with 
flii|>s oi war, and with tranfports 
liilcd witV Britifli rroop% -and with 
mcrcenario hired f>)r the purpofe of 
fubduin^ cr of ravaging this conti- 
nent. Wlnt fliduld this' intelligence 
produce in nen of friife and courage, 
but an unaiimous dctermiuaiiou to 
itand by cath other with fidelity and 
refDltitiun ii their common defence, 
and by no leans to truil to the cle- 
mency of ar cDemy that offered no 
conditions ? 

An ene'ii) that required them to 
lay down thir arn)s, could mean 
them no good,and was not therefore 
to be fruited, but to wh^t intent 
had they takecup ihcfe avnvt, i£ v\iey 



were thus tamely to be fa 
Did not. America. #iih omi 
accord) firmly agree acfcr I 
the fwqrd till its freedoa i 
fedly fecured ?— Wat this I 
ner fo facrcd an enj^ageiKM 
be performed \ What a c 
tible figure wotild they rmIu 
eyes of all nations, and cfpe 
their enemies, if after (bbk 
deliberate a compadt, tliq 
meanly recede from it, oa 
rumour of the eneaay'i i; 
without even having dared 
Angle trial of fpirit and il 
him ? 

Whence could proceed ( 
countable a dread of an cs 
more formidable than him t 
already encountered ; and foil' 
fclves able to refilt ? His 
were indeed iocreaicd, but tli 
not diminilhcd % and tkeir 
to face him was augmentfd 
experience of a long and Ccf 
paign, during which they 
quired a fufficiency of kaov 
difcovcr, that mere diiciplia 
the only requiiite to kcure fi 
war. ' 

It was clear, therefore, thali 

could accrue to them from i 

meafure than refiA.anoe. It 

therto anlwered their fnt«nti 

fully than molloftbcm hadi 

It was rcafonable then to hQ|K 

perieveriug in the fane trai 

would continue to profpcr, ip 

manner, and wouki bring tkc \ 

treat them wiiblefshMigbtiDC 

But if they mean tOTefid df 

they muit adopt another fyfk 

that which they now pBrfwdi. 

involved in doubt iaA ohac 

They were opposing Groift- 

with ail their migbti and tbcy 

knowledged thefnCelfpil llQr 

Was this confiltcot with iIm 

propofed, which waa ■« flie^ 

of all grievance^ add » pipij 

ment of liberty \ ■ How 
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llkft conceflloD, and A-* 
.laincd in htr allt^iaiice ? 
xcptiblc thatfuch a fitu- 
D liirow their afiiirs into 
. to weaken that fpirity 
H*m together ? Their re- 

from their unanimity ; 
'I not lady unlcfs people 
and they Ilo(»d upuo. 
I at pre Cent oo no fixed 
.'y had chufen rukrs, and 
abide by their diredtions, 
and their rulers profciRd 
on a fuperior, wh')fe au- 
i-r they would fiot fubmit 
H)nfli^ of power ou the 
(fundenicd claiinson^he 

certainly, while thefe 

: the miudti of men, and 

rvering and undetermin- 

•Qde oC the queliion to 

1C8. 

:Ue of indecifion Ame- 

remain with fafety. It 
I her councils, unhinge 
Dxeak her i'pirit. She 
>vereignty, and was fear- 
.-r-Tliis was, in foinc 
effing- herfelf either in- 
worthy of it. People 

I to be of this opinion, 
d in this fludtuating fitu- 
cers and /generals would 

deference and refpe^, 
if their zeal and cunfi- 

II ttie ccmmunity, of its 
thccaufc in contention ; 
levitably be the confe* 

borne ; while thofe Prin- 
abruad, that had formed 
:dion with them, would 
oughts of that tendency, 
ni to the c^tUitiities, that 
ura the adoption of fo 
licfs a conduct. 
And feeble minds were 
It the propofal of calling 
lee to the parent Hate ; 
aid be told , that» where 
refufed, obedience is no 
id that, where opprcfBon 
:liftaace is bo rebellioo. 



. Britain began the conteft, not Ame-s 
. rica ; this latter proffered the terms of 
reconciliation on whjch (he would con* 
fcnt to remain united as heretofore ; 
the former refufcd to accept of thcoi* 
Who wa3 now to decide between two 
people, each of whom inlKled upoa 
the propriety and juiiice of their de- 
mands. 

In cafes of this nature, it behoved 
men to proceed with great delibcrittioa 
in giving a verdid for either of the 
parties. Mpch more might be faid 
however in favour of Ameiica, than o£, 
Great Britain. T-'ue it was, ilitf 
were bpth equally determined to fuo- , 
porttheir pretcnfions by force of arms. 
But here it ought to be confidered, ' 
t^-at the firft adted on the dcfcafivc. 
Tit if alone was a pl::a of fuffiwieat 
weight toauthorife b(-*r having recourfe 
to fuch a meafure : but the fccond liad 
nothing to plead iu juLlification of fo 
terrible a method of enforcing her 
claims, but the pevfuafion that thef 
were juftly founded, which was tiic very 
poimr in litigation. 

HtTe then was Great Britain af- 
ferting from the other extremity of the 
globe, i^er jurifdi^^ion over A^nerica 
and thrc atning riun andextf^rminatiun^ 
in cafe b«T claims were not recoi^rmfod 
in their fuUetl extent. Here ftjoi 
America, .10 a(^xIous fufpcnfe how to 
atk, williOjV to avert the evils dcnouiic* ' 
ed a^ainlt her by every reaionable 
cunceOIon, i ^nd yet utterly averfe to 
yi^ld 10 tern i» of difhonour and humi^ 
liation. 

In this pe rilous fkuation, the quef- 
tiou was, wh« ther Ameiica thought 
herfelf pofTcfle dof fuSlicient Itrength to 
refitt the foici : that Britain was fend-, 
ing to execu te her menaces ; and if 
fucb were her perfuafion, what were 
the propereli means to render thdC 
ilrengtb moft c Seclual ? 

l*^e right, : felf-defeuce, was clear ;; 
the manner o f conducing it was, 
therefore, to 1 k aditp;cd to the end 
propofed. Nq «v it wm e.H»^t.\iX« Vv« 
ifcc reafonioa* \«VuR\i^a^ Xa^^^^^^-; 
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cc<9,tHat the end wonM never be ittain- 
€d. nnlefs a total alteration took place 
in the maximi and objeds of their po- 
litics— While their meafurei were 
made fubfcivient to tlie idea of re- 
union with Great Britain, tbt (Irength 
of America would nevir be put furth 
with due vitfour ; and it was much to 
be apprehended thr conteft would 
h'lTe an unfavourable MTur. Why then 
ihcii!d they delay the only meafure that 
Cfuild brint; them out of it.with credit, 
and fccure tn them thole advantagest 
to obtain which fo much blo<>d would 
be fpilt in vain, unlrf* they refolved to 
embrace it. 

This indifpenfible* thiff only meafure 
to Cve thrm fr.mi deilr(i6iion, was to 
ffifT ive tV.e union with Britain, and to 
c)trlare A merica a ftec and mdcpendcnt 
S*\te. B\ fuch a declaration, a change 
would be affcAed in the minds of men, 
thjit wf.uld inflaiitly give an entire turn 
to the face of tnrir ftfTaiis. The peo- 
ple wtinid a/Tume fuch ideas of tiieir 
imp«>rt2»nce and rank in the pciliiical 
tRfnld, as would ftimulate them to 
prciter cxtrtions than ever. Individ- 
uaU employed in the ftrvice of the 
flatr, wc:uM conceive higher notions 
of ih' fe who were at the head c»f pub- 
lic -"ffiirSt and would obey their com- 
nandrrs, with more oiligenoe and a- 
lacrity. The commanders wciuM look 
upon thfmfrlvfS a< invcfled v.ith pow- 
era dnived frc^m fupreme authority, 
and would rxercife them «viih more 
Armncfs and drcifion. I'fiere would 
be no pretence for heCt tioM and doubt 
in the execution of ordriR ; obedience 
vonM be properly cnfoic cd, and ac- 
quiefeence in all clafTcs would become 
an obligation Tltefe, anc 1 many other 
advantages, would refult from fuch a 
meafure at h -me, while abroad they 
would command an atte ntiontothtir 
proceedingf»and willingnc fs to hearken 
to any propofaU for a cannedioD wiih 
them. 

1 f any people felt a i epugnance to 
hsh 1 mcafurey Ici thci n rcfledy tbat 



herein America did no 
icntutc Britain. She bad ^dl 
Colonies out of her protedioa i 
was this but an abdication of i 
vernmeot over them i Abaadoa 
this manner, were they not aitki 
to look to their own Diet yT 
tht J not bound by the firlt of al d 
to provide for the weli5srt tm 
fervacion of that comfmaiiity i 
they compofed ? 

Such were the arguiiii!ati al 
on both fides of thi» imporitant tpt 
That which inclined to irnkptad 
carried it by a ftrong majority! I 
determined by the people at lai)(i 
their Delegates fhould abide I 
deciGon of Congrefs 

In the Province of Maryfamd, 
was no kfs an oppifition to int 
dency, than in Prufylvania. C 
eLtren couutica, f'Vcn direded 
deputies in Cungufs to vote a 
it. They obiyed accordingi; 
quitted thnt iiffeinbly But tod 
the general refcntment and indig 
of the other Colonies, that the | 
of Maryland fcrioufly reflcdingi 
danger of being difunited froa 
who furrounded them on every ft 
who began already to mix I 
with their reproaches, judged it 
fary to alter their condud.' 
commiflioned their Deputies to 
to the Congrcffy and to coincid 
any meafure which they might 
expedient. I'hus authorifcd, t) 
fumed their feats, and jraVe ihc 
<ent to that long txpc6Ud del 
ation. 

The fourth of July one til 
feven hundred and feventy-fias, i 
memorable day on which the T 
United Colonies declared tbci 
Fbee and Ikdcpsndeht Stat 
aiijured their allegiance to the 
audfovereigntv of Great Britai 

The ManiJFefto th^ pahSI 
vindication of this mealaiCt ~ 
a very circumftaQtial csi 
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nd reafoos that indaced 
: it ; add exhibited at the 
ftrong reprefentatioa of 
ideas, and inazims» that 
oft among thofe who in* 
aSdira of America, at that 

in the courfe of hnman 
they, •* it becomes ne- 
\e prople to diffolve the 
It which have connsded 
nother, and to aiTame a- 
wers of the earth, the fepa* 
il ftation to whiich the law* 
id Nature's God entitle 
nt refpedto the opinions 
requires that they (hould 
»ufcs which impcrithcm to 

d thefe truths to be felf* 
all men are created equal} 
endowed by their Crea- 
'tain unalienable rights ; 
hefe are life, libetty, and 
)f happinefs: that, to fe- 
^hts, governments aire in- 
g men, deriving their juft 
the confent of the govern* 
never any form of govem- 
I dtftnidtve of thefe endSf 
; of the people to-altcr, or 
and to inllituteanewgo* 
ing its foundation on fuch 
d orginating ita powers 
D, as to them fliall feem 
3 (ffcfi their fafety and 
nidcnce, indeed* will dic- 
'crnments long eftabliihed 
changed for light and 
V s ; and accordingly all 
M fliown, that mankind 
ofed to fuffer, while evils 
than to right themfelvea 
the forms to which they 
d. But when a long traia 
ufurpationt, parfuing in- 
Sine objedf evinces a de« 
them under abfolutc de« 
bcir right, it isthair doty 
Bch goremment, and to 

l^ui^-fiir their Iworc 
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fecurtty. Such has t>een the patient 
fofferance of thefe Colonies : and fucll 
is now the neceffity which con ft rains 
them to alter their fbroier fyftems of 
government." 

The de<^laration next proceeds to 
teprefent the treatment of the Colo* 
niesi to have been a feries of injuries 
and ofnrpations, all having in dire^ 
objeft the cftablifhment of an abfolute 
tyranny**- 

It then emeftfd into a fpeCificatioii 
of grieraniMst and complained that af^ 
fent had been refnfcd to laws neceffary 
for the pabttc good. 

Governors had been forbidden to 
pafs laws^ of immediate and preffing 
importance, unlefs fufpended in their 
operation till aflcntcd to in Britain | 
and that wfien fufpended in this man« 
ner, no attention bad been paid to 
them. 

Aflent had been refufed to othef 
laws for the accommodation of largt 
diftfi6U of [)cople» unlefs thofe peo^ 
would reiinquifli the nghts ol repre* 
fentation in the legiflature. 

Legtflative bodies had beeti called 
together at places uniifuali uncomfort- ' 
able, and diftant from the depofitory of 
their public recordsi for the fole pur* 
pofe of fatiguing them into oompliirfict 
with minifterial meafures. " 

Hottfes of Reprefentatives had beet! 
diffolved repeatedly! for opp'ofing, with 
manly firmneCsf invafions on the rightt 
of the people. ^ ' 

It had| for a long time after'' fuch 
difiblution, be # refufed to permic 
others to be elcded ; whereby the 
legiflatiTe powers being incapable oi 
annihilatloDf bad returned to the pe€»* 
pie at large for thetr*sxerctfe | the ftate 
remaining, in the mean time, expofed 
to all the dangers pf in vafion from with* 
out, and convulfions within. 

Endeavours hade been made to pre« 
Tent the population of the Colonies^ 
by obftrnding the laws for natura* 
lixation q{ foreigncn^ refuiuig to pab 

2 ^1^1%. 
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olhrrt to encourai^ their mi (^ration 
thither, and railing the conditions of 
new apprcpriatfonsof land. 

The «H mini ftr^t ion of jurtice had 
bern ob(lrii6ted by the refuiinpr of 
aflcnt to laws fur e(labli(hing judicia- 
ty powers. 

Judges had been made dependant 
en the crown for the tenure of their 
cffices, and the amount and payment 
of their falanes. 

A mukitude of new ofHrei had been 
crcdled* and fwarmsof ofEcerifentto 
America to harrafs the peopte. 

Standing armies had been kept a- 
tnong them in times of peaces without 
confent of their le^jfiHatures. 

The mih'tary had been rendered in* 
dependent of, and fuperior to the civil 
power. 

A plan had bera formed to fubjed 
theColonias to jurifJi^ion foreign to 
their con(litiition» and unackaowledg- 
cd bf their laws. 

Ads had bten paflfed bf the Britifh 
lejrifliittiret for protcfling by a mock 
trial, the troops quartered among them 
from punifhment, for any murders, 
v^hich they fhould commit on the in- 
habitants of the Colonies. 

For cutting off tlicir trade with all 
parts of .^bf«Vorld. 

For impofing taxes on them without 
their cmnent. 

For depriving them, in many cafesg 
of the bent fit of trial by jury. 

Fortranfporting thrm beyond fcai, 
to be tried for pretended i ffcnces* 

For ahuliflnng tl^v ^rie fyftem of 
Hiiglifh \dws in a ncVhbouring Pro- 
Yincc, eftablifhing therrin an arbittiry 
government, and enlarging it« bound- 
aries, f«) as to render it iAt ooce an ex 
aiipleand tit infliiiment, for introduc- 
Ine the fame abfolute rule into the 
lln;!;lifh Colonies. 

Jr'or raking away their charters, 
abolifhing their m'd valuable laws, and 
altering fundamentally the forms of 
their governments, 

for fufpendio^ the ligiflaturei of 



the Colonies, and dedaring the 1 
Prirliament invtfted with powvr 
gill lite for them in all cafes wHat 

The V rown of Great Brttai 
abdicated the Government of t! 
Ionics, by dcclarino' them oat of i 
ted'Oi), and waging war againft 

Their Teas had, in confequeno 
plundered, their coa(l& ravaged 
towns burnt, the lives of their 
loft. 

Armies of foreign aicrceaari 
been hired to complete the wof 
death yd cfolation and tyranny ^thr 
ont the Col nies. 

Thrir fellow citizens, taken ( 
high feaa had been contlmincd t 
arms againft their roam ry. 

Domeftic infurreciiuns bad bei 
cited among them, and endeavor 
been ufcd to bring opon the inhab 
of their back fettlemcnts,the me 
Indian favaget, whofe knowa r 
warfare is an undiftinguiftied dc 
tion of aU ages, fczes, and coadi 

In every ilage of thcfe opprd 
they had petitioned for redrefs i 
moll liumble terms ; but their rep 
fupplications had been aofwercdoi 
repeated injury. 

Nor had they been wanting i 
tentinn to t^eir Britlfh brcthrea* 
had warned them, from time to 
of attexnp:i made by their Icgiflst 
extend an unwarrantable jgrifi 
over the C^iloiiies. They had re 
ed thcin ct the circurrftances ol 
emigration, and feltlcmeot in th: 
of the woild; they had appral 
their native jcftice and m^nan 
and conjured them, by the t'esol 
commriu kindre-j, to difavow 
ufiirpations as they wouM inci 
ihttrrupt the ■ onne^ion and c 
pondenre between both people 
they tr.r, had br.n deaf to the voi 
juth'reand confHnguinity. 

From ihefecaufcftthey jadg^ 
nefT^ry lo dettrmine upon a Cepa 
from the people of Bvitain | 1 
hold thtm as they hcU the reft^ 
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;od,^-<< Enemies in war, in pcacCi of fpirit, and fucli as none would Tub- 
lends." mix to, that were not in a condition 

** Wc, therefore," concluded thcy» entirely Lclpltfey and dellitute of all 
the Keprefentatives of the United means of redrcfs. Puflt fling thcfe, 
ates of America^ in General Con- they would have thought themfelvei 
cia aflcmbledf appealing to the Su- deferving of the 1noft contemptuous 
eme Judge of the world for the rec* treatment, if they had hefitated in do- 
udeofour intentions, do, in the ing thtmfclvesjuflice, aft-.r it hadbeen 
mc, and by the authority, of the fo repeatedly icfufed them by thofc 
•od people of thefe Colonics, folemn- from whom they had the fuUcft right 
publifh aiid declare, that thefe Un- to exped it ; and, who, as the authors 
^ Colonics are, ^nd of right ought of the injuries they had fuftainedf ought 
be« Free and Independent States ; to have prevented them from having 
id that they are abfuived from all al* recourfe to fo defperate a remedy* by 
glance to the Britilh crown, and that applying thofe in due tinfe, for which 
I political connexion between them the Colonies have fo often petitioned* 
id the Hate of Great Britain is, and Such were the fcntimcuts of the Amc- 
ight to he dlflfolvfd ; and tliat, as ricans. 

lee and Indepeudendent States, they That the people of America (hould 
ive full power to levy war, conclude have received this declaration, with 
lace, contract alliances, eilablifli com- univeifal approbation and applaufe, was 
nccy and do all other adts and things, no wife furpnfing. But what was 
iich independent dates may of right truly a fub^ed of amazement, was the 
— ^And for the fupport of this de- univcrfal aflcnt and praife which it met 
ration, with a firm reliance on the with in all parts of Europe. This 
»ce6lion of Divine Providence, we could only proceed from the fpmt of 
tuaUy pledge to each other our livesy invidioufnels and malevolence, which 
' fortunes, and our Idcred lo'i:;ur." was exerting itfclf every where, to the 
^uch was the celebrated declaration prejudice of Great Britain. Its condu6i 
Independency, of which io much refpcding the Colonies, was not a fub* 
» been faid and written. It was re- je^ of which the dates and people on 
vcd by the people of America as a the European continent vycre compe- 
Ulefs piece, containing truths and tent to judge. The fad was, that 
trtions, of which no man of dif- whatever it had been « they would have 
rnmcnt, and acquainted with the af- equally condemned it, from the difpo- 
rsof America, could entertain the Htion thay were in to favour and 
ift doubt. 'l*he grievances which it forward wliatevcr could dctrimenl this, 
ei ified, were lotjkcd upon through- country, 
it ibe Colonies as intolerable to men 



Z a CHAP. 



r 180 J 



CHAP. XI. 



I • 



lord and General Howe appointed Commijioners and Commenin 
in Chiefs in America, by fea and land. — Operations of ibi&i^ 
tijh Fleet and Army under them. 
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AFTER this formal renunciation 
of their allegiance to Great firi- 
taiii^and crc^in^ themfclvts inu> an 
iadr pendent fuvcieignty, it behoved 
the people of America 10 call foith all 
their ftren^th and ahilities» in order to 
fupport e&cdtuallj fo abfolute a mca- 
furc. 

Hitherto tleir affairs had profpered 
bevond the moil fanguine ezpc^lations 
of the wifell amongfl them. The ix* 

J>Ci ition into Cnida excepted, ihtj 
lad fiiccerdcd in every enterpiife they 
had formed ; and had completely frus- 
trated every attempt that had been 
concerted agninll them. 

i heir force at fca, th Uf^h not con- 
ijiling c-f large (hips, was indy formt 
dable from 'heir numberb, an<i the cap- 
tures they were coutiiiUMlly niakirig. 
They diiin.fT.d tiie trade of Grent 
Britain in every latitude; tite Witt 
Indies fwarined with them ; on the 
C(>a(l of America haidly a.iy vcffLls 
could cfcdpe thrni, ihal did iiUC lail 
under coiivoy Tiity inreiied in the 
Mediterranean ; they vcntuicd even 
into the hay of hiicay, and the nclgli- 
t>uurhoud of iht rHitifll Channel. 

Bcii(i(-s the gi'.at number of priva- 
teers iicied (jut ai the expcucc < f iiici- 
vi'^'iaJj*, H coiifK^eriible proportion of 
ilout VwlT;!::, ;v^ll (quippci-^ and man- 
Be ^wii!: ^.x^ehcnt iH-lors, and expert 
comaiaiiocis were in liic imnic(iiaic 
pa) Lt the Con;;ret'8 itUlf. A ceriHiu 
thiirc 01 ihcpiatt ility iuuk| Mas a^- 



pmprtatetf to the pubUc ; theicm 
der was diftributcd among tUof 
tors. 

At land, nothinf^ had been otM 
to put every acciflibic place in a fi 
ture of defence: bntteries wcreettm 
at all the ufual and commodions bi^ 
ings along the coat) : forts lisd hutk 
c<Miftruded in every tituation tliat ■» 
qtiirid them. '1 he forces in tbefieU^ 
and in immediate rcadineCi for tenst 
were exceedingly numerous^ and wl^ 
difciplined. i'hey amounted at tiictHt] 
of the declaration of indeptndencyitr 
upwards of fourfoore thoufaad dcbi I 
It was the general opioKMi of lli i 
European nacioi^s, that Great Briitfl ] 
notwithllanding its vali naval faperis* ' 
rity, and the re>;u!ar armies it Ml 
about to fend againit America* voJI 
not be able to furniHi a fuflMiil 
fircn;>th fi>r the variety and coaipi» 
CHtidnifv of military operaticios ihA 
would be n quired, it would he n^ 
cc(i..ry to I airy on (everalat the (anc 
tiiiti. in order to nt^ke a forciMe IM* 
prtllion on the A me ilea nit. Their dit 
pofiiiiH.s were {irch, that if ihey wcif^ 
ittil ifTailed cfTi-Ciualiy in n any pbGH; 
at ome, ihcy would by protra6tii:g lit'; 
w'Hr, wtaiy out, and coufume llic JhKj 
tifh troops merely by flcirroiflicst aiiil 
partial eriga5>cment6, and ify hhrafiaff' 
them in that multiplicity uf way Sp tl 
wculd have it in their power to ti 
fioni the oaiuie of their countrjTy T 
iLc itd vantage of fi|-huif|{ upon t^ 
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BfTouiid. Here tliey would find 
finity of reiburces at handy while 
of the enemy would be extremely 
riiHiHy from their prodigious dif- 
, and the time that would be loft 
itiiig for them. 

i< great flrength of the Britifli 
ncntytin the other hand, wa§ by 
good judges c deemed capable of 
cing all ihe tffcds for which it 
tfigned. It cocfi'lled of (jx flu'ps 

line, and near thirty frigate^, be- 
>ther armed vcfLiH, jiiid a multi- 
»f trasifports. On board of thcfe 
n army of thirty thoufand men, 
; troop% as auy in Europe^ fur 

abundantly with all maniyjy^of 
.e ncctflartes. Such an army 
ever yet been fecn in this hcroi- 

; and Great Britain alone was 
3 fend and fuppurt [o wall a force 
h a diftance. 

vas under the command of Lord 
f as ridmiraly and of his brother 
iieral, both officera of eminent 

in their refpedive depart ments, 
bo polLflcdy in a high degree^ 
rfideoce and eileem of the oa« 
in account of their perfonal fcr- 
and the charader of intrepidity 
Dt in their family. 
: Province of New York, from 
tral firuBtion, was fixed upon as 
iroper for the commencement of 
y operations. As moil pans 
«ere acctflible by fea, it was not 
:d the pofltiliuu of it could be 
obtaintd. No fituation could 
re favourable for the motions of 
the fleet or the army : hollili- . 
juld be carried on with equal 
and convenience to the tioops 
r*ed in them, either in Connedli- 
the JerfcyH, or in the interior 
of New York. The fuhjuga- 

thefirA» would open the w^ty 
fachuiet ; of the fecond to Penn- 
if and cf the third to the coun- 
twctn them and Canada, fiy 
itoiiiibc cummuoicatioaa woulil 



be cut off between thcLOorth and fouth 
Colonies, and a jundion would be 
formed with the forces under the com* 
mand of General' Carlton. Could 
fuch a plan be carried into execution, 
it wouldt in all probability, decide the 
fate of America in one iiagle cam- 
paign. 

It was with the utmofl chearfulnefa 
the ofii'.ers and folc^itrs of the army 
that had g(»nefrom Dv>Uon to Hal.fjx, 
were a r f n'zcd of their new dellination. 
They had now remained above two 
months in this difagrceable climate, 
confined to the traniports for want of 
quarters to accommodate them afhorc, 
and without a Cuificiency of thofc re-, 
frelhments of which they ftoocj fo much 
in need. 

rVs the feafon for adion had bee a 
lon^:^ begun. General Howe grew im- 
patient of delayi and reiolved 'o qtiit 
Halifax with the force he hui], and 
4>roceeded to New York, purpoGng 
there to wait the arrival of tie rein« 
forcements that were now t^n their 
way from England. He fa hd ac- 
cordingly about the middle oFJune, 
and at the end of the month ai-rived ac 
Sandy Hook, a point of l.jid that 
(lands at the entrance into t lut great 
body of water, which is furnuodcd by 
New York, Statcn, and Lot g lfl:iud, 
and is formed by the coi duence of 
feveral rivers. 

The Americans, who had long cx- 
pe^ed him, had fr»rii£icd every place 
that was acceflible on the i'Jjod where 
the city of New York ilanJj. It was 
gavriioned with an at my, jud provided 
with a numerous art:lleir, and every 
reqiiiiite for a vigorous defence. Long 
Ifland was alfo Ww'ir guarded, and a 
large body of tn ops hy encamped ac 
the moil coovenirut landing place 

As the reinforcements were daily 
expedcd, it wjt judged mod prndent 
t.» undertake no defcent at either of 
thefe iflands till they were arrived* 
The iruopt were laoded at State a Ifle- 
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•nd, lyinflf oppoCce to tlic former, 
li'hcrc many of the iuhabitaaca joined 
them. 

On the arrival of Lord Howe about 
the middle of July, a circular letter 
v.?B ftiit by him to the frveral G<»ver- 
nors who had been laulv difpifTijrid of 
their iMiihority by tlieir ictpedive 
Tri/^incea, infiirmini; them df the com- 
HMiTion he had receivcv^, and diitrdling 
tlu m to tr-^ike as public hh pfjQiole a 
l)eLlaration accrmpaiiyinjr the letter. 
Herein he mad' k'lown the power* he 
WAS invetted wiih by the legifldturc of 
G:rat Britain, in ronjunClion with his 
broi her, 'jf granting general, or par- 
ticular pardons to all thofc, who, i:i the 
prefect coniufions and dillurbancep, 
nvight have departed fiom their allegi- 
ance, and were now willing to return 
to their dury ; and of declaring ?ny 
colony, town, or di(tri6^, to be in the 
King's peace ; by which they wouid 
aviifd the penalties they had incurred. 
It proii iicd at the fame time, that the 
fl-i vices of thofe who contributed to 
the re-el nhliflimcnt df put»Iic tracqui* 
lity,ftH)ijld meet with dueconfidcration. 

This letter and declaration were 
printid, i>y order of the Congvcfs in 
•I! the nt.vfpap'.is, with a prefatory 
adv<-rtifcr.Kiii tliai thev weie thus made 
yublii , in nnk-r to kt the people of 
the United tl.iics know the nature of 
the pciij^crswith which tl'.cCon.milTioT;- 
cr*^ were iiifrllcd, and ihe term?, with 
the iX^r£\.i:oi) of which, the drii Hi 
mis. Ill:) h: 1 iougt.t to an.iiic :.nd dif- 
ariu ihtUi ; that !!i' fi- who had Oil] 
fr'livd t«;4iu i\\ jii.lijc and moderLtit.n 
cf Dti-.''ii., iiii^hi vow be coi'viiiCcdy 
tk.iii;t\ hu(Miu!tlo their vahiur a- 
h>nefoi ihc picfcrvativn cf their iiber- 
tit- 

111 il.c p'tan time, a letter wss ftnt 
by L::ui ho'A-e to Genial W;»lhifg- 
t'^n tu he ociivcnd to hm under the 
ft:,^eifciipiit»n cf George Waflimgton, 
li q lint I he General rcjuied tu re- 
cti.. It, a^iiot being directed to him 
II. K '' ■ litVj and in the lliie hmable 



ftance was parttculirljr ipplauded bf 
Congrefs j and they ordained thst il 
future none of their officers ftovUifr 
ceive letters i*r meifagea that wcrt 
addrelTed to them iccordiog to tkir 
rcfpe^ive funk. 

• n order to obviate -this difficohyi 
Acjutant General Fn^erfon was bt 
h\ General Howe, with a letter dircd- 
ed * George Wafhington, &c. &c. ftft' 
His reception was extremely polite} 
upon his aiking for the Gencr<i] he 
immediately admitted, and the nfnl 
formality (JblindfohJing was difpculad 
with, as a peculiar mark i-f ixfpcd.-* 
'1 hr General received htm in great fom 
and dignity. The Aojutant tsprtU 
much concern in the behalf of his prti- 
cipals, on account of the dilScultifi'] 
that had arifen from the fupc rfcnptiul 
of the letter ; affurcd him of their ftj^h 
regard and eitccm foi bib perfonal ch^ 
ratter, and that the) had no tnicntisi 
to undervalue his rank. It was bope4 
therefore, that the et cetiras would 1^' 
move all oUiruCtions to their mntal \ 
iatercourfe. 

The General's anfwer was, tlisti 
letter, written to a perfon invrfled vitk 
a public charafter, (hor.ld Ipecify iii 
otherwife it cculd not be dittinguiiM 
from a letter on private bufmtfs : IniS 
it wa;>, ttiC el cetera* implied cveiy 
thing, but it was i:o lets true tint tb^ 
implied anything, lie could iiotooa- 
il !tently with his chartiCter, receive aay 
letter I elating to public aflairs, ihst 
fhduld be diiided to him witbovct 
diii{^;natiun of his tank and cfuce. 

it uas obfcrvt:d, in ihc cnuife.af 
coiiverfution, by the /NdjutaDt, ibl 
the poweib cntrulled to the CoBunif* 
fioiieis ^ere very ixuniive ; rhatll^f 
were ready to exert them ft Ives to the 
utmiil, in ordir tohiiiig about a M* 
c<iiici!ijtion ; and that he hoped thi 
Gci.eral would confider this vtiit w «' 
fir it itcp towards it. ., 

TitL General replitdf that it did 1 
appear that ihefc powers coaiiAcd 
any more than in granting 
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fence a/lcrd for do forgivenerB, 
as only defcndiog her iinqiicfti- 
rights. 

18 cn'led a conFereQce> from 
It became evident, that all at 
I in the fame line would prove ! 
\\itl at pr;:rcnt ; and that no- 
Oiort of a decided fuperiority tn 
Id, would induce the Americana 
K of the refoliitions they had 
fo un^nimoudy, and with fo 
deliberation aod folemnity. 
: arrival of the flc»rt and army in 
i^l.bourhood of New York, had 
lo imprciOon on the Congrefs :. 
roiitinucd with the fame inflexi- 
in the purfuit of the meafures 
:\6 framed, ex cuting them with 
firmncfs, and punifhing with fe 
all who oppofcd them. \ 

ic time before the arrival of this 
lent, mtafures had hern concert- 
an infurredtion at New York and 
y, the latter place efpccially, in 
of the Britifh government. The 
at ions formed by the infurgtnts 
effedually fupported by the Bri- 
rccs, then daily expe^ed, indu- 
em to this mcafure ; but they 
h'fcuvered ; fome were czecoted» 
imprifoned ; numbers who had 
om their houfcs, were treated as 
^t ; and the cllates of all thufe 
[ whom proofs could be found, 
ondfcatrd. 

h alterations were now taking 
in every province as were judged 
daptfd to the republican fyttcm 
Qicd by the declaration of inde- 
icy. They a dcd herein with a 
lis and confidence, the more fur- 
;, as the greater force intended 
[ them was daily 'ncreafing by 
B from Bn'rain. But the firm- 
* the Congrefs had infpired them 
iniveifal emulation. It was in 
ry face of this fleet and army, 
hiie the 6rft were cafUng anchor 
It of New York, and the fecond 
[ on SutcB Iflaodf that refolute 



^ ■ ' 



body had dechrcd America indepen- 
dent. 

It was far in the mouth of Augul 
before the Britiffa forces could be coU 
leded, As Toon as they were poflefFcd 
of a fufficient ttrcngth, the pommand- 
ers rcfolvcd to make an attempt upod 
L«ong Ifland, which lay more open to 
attlack than New York, Its fpaciouf- 
nefs afforded better fcope to the ope- 
rations of an army, and it would fur- 
ni(h plenty of pruvifious. 

Preparations being made by the 
fleet to cover the defcent of the army^ . 
it elTcdled a landing, unoppofcd, be- 
tween two fmall towns, called Utrecht, 
and GraveCcnd, on the neareft (hure to 
Staten Ifl^kiid. General Putnam lay- 
encamped at a . fmall diftance with a 
numerous body, at a place called 
Brookland, on the northern (hore. — 
His camp was on a peninfula, the 
whole breadth of which was fortified. 
The Eaft River, feparating him from 
New York was on his left ; a marfli, 
extending to the water-fide, on his 
right ; and behind him was the bay* 
A range of hilU, covered with woods, 
ftparated the Britifh and Provincial 
armies. The road to the enemy lay 
through a village called Flat Bu/h i 
Here began the afcent to the hills, and 
near it was the principal pafs over 
them. 

peneral Putnam ordered laive de- 
tachnvents to occupy the hills and palT- 
C8. l^e center of the Britifh army^ 
compofcd of the Heflians, took poft at 
Flat Bufh ; the left was under General 
Grant, near the £ea-fhore : and the 
right, confiding of the major part of 
the Brilifli troops^ was under General 
Clinton and Lords Percy and Corn- 
wallis* 

On the twenty-flxth towards even- 
n<ng» General Clinton, with the van» 
of that part of the amny, moved frum 
Fiat Bufii acrofs a large extent of 
country, and feized upon a pafs in the 
hills of the tttffloft ixDugrtaacci wUictL 
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Iind been negltd^cd by the cnemy.-^ 
The road being thus cleared, the mata 
body, wiiich followed clofe under Lord 
Percy, crofTed the hills without moief- 
tation, and defcended into a low and 
]cvtl country, that lay oppofitc to 
General Putnam's lines 

Early in the morning of the twenty- 
frvcnth, the engagement was begun at 
FbitiBufh, by the Hrflianp, under Ge- 
rera Heider, and towards the water- 
fjJe by General Grant ; and a heavy 
£re cfciiniion and mufketry continued 
^ith equal vigour on both (i Jed during 
fcveral Lours. Tlie fliips in the meao 
while made fctcral motions on the ri^ht 
of the eiiemy, which extended towards 
the water-Hde, and was engaged with 
General Grant, in order to abflradl' 
their attention from the left and rear, 
againll which the principal attack was 
intended. Thofe who were engaged 
with tlK- HefTiansi Qrft discovered the 
<!anger they were tzpofed to from the 
movements made by the Britifh troops 
under General Clintnn, and began im- 
mediately to retreat, towards their 
camp ; but they were intercepted by 
them, and forced back into the woods, 
ti-here they met again with the Hef- 
ii^is. Surrounded and overpowered 
w!th numbers they had no other re- 
fource left I than to break thro' them : 
this fome were fo fortunate as to ( ffedt ; 
but many were ciit to pieces in the bt« 
tempt ; others efcaped throuf«b the 
«v()ods, where numbers alfj were killed 
cr taken. 

'riieir right, which was en^ged 
%/hh General Giant, was too late ap- 
prised of the mibfortune which had 
bc-fuUen their left and centre, to pro- 
vide for thrir own fafety in due time. 
Their retreat was cut off by a body df 
Britifh troops, which had occupied the 
ground on their rear, and who now feil 
Upon them with great fury. Some of 
them took fhelter in the woc>ds ; the 
greater number cndcavi'Ured to make 
their way through a maifh that lay be- 



tween tiiem and their lines ; bttM 
m'ere drowned or perifhed in the m§L 
The vi.'^ory was total and eonpldb 
Their lofs, it has been ^ttMt^h 
mounted to between three andfctf 
thuuf uid : of which more this tM 
thoufand were Oain in the battkvl 
purfutt. Their behaviour did thn » 
dii'crtdit ; while any hopes reffltisfl 
they flood their ground with cu«ra^( 
and when a retreat became uec^bft 
they fhowed no lefs fpirit in their cr 
deavours to eifeci it. 

Among thofe Americans who n 
on this day, a regiment from Mf 
land was particularly regretted It 
coufiflcd wholly of y -unir men of ikc 
bell fitmities in that Province. TW 
behaved with aftonifhin? intrepiditTv 
and were all killed or wounded. 

This was ihe greatelt blow the A^ 
mericans had yet receired Thefcfc 
they fuflained in the fitld, (hooA 
great, did not equal that dcprtfi a« 
mind they underwent in confiqutKf 
of it ; and which outweighs Jlolhtf 
calamities in a conii ll «if this natorCi 
What ag{>ravated it ftill more, it h^. 
lowed dircclly the proclamation ■ 
independency. Hy the enemies tf 
their caufe, it was repref^nred Hi 
punifhment ; and to the weikHDiodci- 
it appeared as a finifter omen 

They loll, in this a£l iri, fume of 
thoir bed nfficors and t^ravc fl fuldieiti' 
The body uitder General PutrMm M 
compofed of filtr^l troops ; .md thufi 
who took pofftOIon of the hills, veiC 
the choice fl c>>niiit.:ik; ihi^^flv of markf* 
men. Had nut the paf^ been diic^ 
verrd, which optiird the wiy for lit 
troop b to crufs u*,. frl'^i, and .'iT^il thcA 
in the reai, t!i"y \\zn\ no doubt of bciW 
abl'.-, from ihc a(!%:tnta^>c of thrir pol* 
tion, to tiiive m^.n:aincd their grouii 
fucccTtnl'iy 

Great Valour ap'l adivity were dft, 
playr:'! on il-.'s otc.uOji bv »hc Dsf^*' 
trwop-; Thf*A I '.u iui'g wifhe^ f 
u^iporiuiiiiy oi trrwClLiig tWe Fhlfi 
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round. They found ir ; 
ed thf m to improve it to 
r. They were confcious 
ce. Had tiicy not been 
•vith the adranta;;ts they 
ind obtained^ iheir repij« 
I have fuflfcred a flain, 
; Dot have eaQly been cf- 

tuoiis WPS their ardour, 

Tiici'". t)f their pnrfult « oold 

rllr.'iined by tJie orders of 

•als : they fullowtd the 

up to their hues, and 

alTaiiUed them dire^Iy ; 

tit'idc of carry injij ihtm 

by a regular aitdck prc- 

dii!gcnce ol this warmth, 

I undoubtedly, however 

Live been attended with 

ffou of blood. The P.o- 

e itdl not Icfs than lif- 

nd (Irong ; and would, 

I to a coiifl.d that mult 

f.) otiticat and dccifive, 

y made d moll defpeiate 

uGt and nuh'tary fkill ez- 
jgh'jut the operaiious o^ 
cie highly applauded by 
8 well as the diligence and 
ith which every commjnd- 
acquit'ed himfilf in the 
f his rcfpcAive orders, 
ory waa purchafed, when 
nee of it is confidered, at 
p rale. The killed' ai^} 
the Britifh army did j^ot 



afljulted 'before they could make A 
retreat. 

General Wa/hinjjton htmfcif, though 
a rfian of a Fc^irltfs difpofition, and 
not apt to defpond in the woift of 
limes, did not think it proper to ri(ka 
fecond a^ftidn. till-tht fin! imprtfiious 
of that, which wasjufl terminated to 
their dlfadvantage, h d fubfi led. He 
had crofFcd over from New Yurk in 
the height of th- engagement, But too 
late to rctrieire the fortune of the day. 
He had the morificatinn of feeing 
fonric of his heft iioops flnughtercJ or 
taken, with )n^ being nble to aff -rd 
fhem any alliftance. The atmoll he 
cou)d iiow propoie was to fave thtife 
that renraiiitd. He was well con-, 
vincet^, tlr«t an army fo numerous^ 
provided with fuch an artillery, com- 
poied of fuch excellent fo dlersy and 
elated with V:£torv^ could hardly be 
withftoZ>d at the prefent moment* 
New York required to be flrco^th^n* 
ed, tfnd no time was to be loll in 
wiihdrrfxR'ing to th:it place. Were 
the wind to permit the Brili(b fqua- 
droii to ilation itftlf between the camj> 
and' that city, all mi;;;ht inevitably 
be loft : fliould the troops on Long^ 
Iflaikd be defeated, the remainder of 
the Continental army nfiight befodif* 
couraged, as to lofe all hoj)e, and n« 
longer dare to face the enemy. A re- 
treat was therefore inc^jTpchfible ; hut 
this too'&as become a mutter nf dif- 



ficully^ from the pofition of th6 Bri- 
tifh ^irmy, in veiling their works, and^ 
htindred and eighteen; .wiiJItfaLUg all tlieir motions, 
ily Cxty obe were iTaiDfj, *i in khis extremity of danger, Gcne- 
rcr' of the eutmy were */ral Wa(hihp^ton. exert idhinifelf wfih • 
f whum' were three Ge« *f!Mt vigildn^e &nd^.crrc'iimfped^oTi, 

thdii^peculi<irly ch^ia^erifed bin . Dur- 
ing the ■ nighC of the twenty- mniK 
of Auguttt favoured? by obfcMntyt 
and in the profou..deft (^lence, he 
withdrew froii^ his^ Cuitip', and con- 
veyed his troops to^ the adjacent ferry 
wt'.h their baggage, and an much cf 
their military iUntt and artillery aa 
could cotivewktiW^ 'V>t c^x\\^^ ^» * 
Here they «TiiV«ckL^« ^"oA Vwv^^^ 



ill army encamped that 
in front of the enemies 
he next day began to 
ratrons for a formal at* 
the Provincials, upon cx- 
7pcared fo diminiihed by 
L^t their officers thought 
ii>^»rudent to rcotuie a 
cir camp, uaklp h were 
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fcfcly on the oppoHtr (hnre. Tin's re- 
.' treat WHS condu£lod wtch fo much or- 
der and Cccrv-CYf that t. was not ^if - 
covered till the uc-xc mcrnincft when 
the Bn'tifli troops took pofT.flion of 
the camp and artillery abaadoned by 
the enemy. 

A few days after t!it8 ev»<'uation of 
Tton^ Ifldnd» General Sullivan, who 
had been made a prifoncr in a late ac- 
ti jn wai fent by Lord Howe to the 
Congrefs with a mcfTa^e, importiiij;* 
that ihoir^h he could not confidently 
treat with that aifL-mhly in the charac- 
cr they had afl'unied, yet lie would 
gladly ct;iifer with fome of t ir mem- 
btrs in their pn'vate capacity, and would 
meet I hem at any place t^ey would 
app'iint. He informed thei.^ that he 
was empowered, with the GeneraU to« 
teriniuaie the coiitefl between Great 
Britain and iier Colonies in a manner 
nccfptahle to both. He exprefled aii 
carneft defire that a fettlemeut mi^ht 
take place beiore the events of war 
became (b decii*ife at to render it no 



The .committee appointed for tUl 
bufincfH-conniled of Dodor FraDkSo^ 
Mr Adams, and Mr Kutledge, wWi 
waited upon Lord Howe at Statc% 
Ifland, where they were received mI 
euteriained with great civility and re- 
fpcd. 

The conference was opened by 
Lord Howe*s acquainting them, thit 
thou^rh he could not treat with thna 
as a Committee of Ctingrefs, yet he 
was authorifed to confer with aaf 
gentlemen of influence in the Culooioy 
on the me ns of reiluring a good ai« 
dcrlldiuiin^ between Great BritaiaiBi 
Aintriva. 

To this the Deputies rep!ied» tilt, 
they could not confider ihcmfclvesiik, 
any other charadlcr than that* it 
which Congrefs had placed them ; but 
(hould however attend to any prop(h 
fit ion he might have authority to oiakl. 
for the purpofe he had mentioned. 

L< Td Howe then entered upon the 
fu1>je£l of the meeting in a difcuurfcof 
fome length. The chief porport of. 



longer a matter of choice for one of it was to inform them of the finccfc 



the parties to treat. Were the Con- 
grefs inclined to enter into an agree- 
ment, much mi^ht be granted tothem, 
vhich they have not required. 
Sbouid the conference pittd ce the 
probability of an accommcdationy the 
authority cf Congrefs «iou!d be ac« 
kno\^'lrdged, in order to render the 
treaty valid and complete io every re- 
fjjcft. 

The. anfwer to this meffage wasf 
that tlie Coni^refs of the Free and In- 
dependent St<*te8 of America, could 
not, confiilently with the truti rcpofed 
iu them, fend any of tlicir members 
to conKr with him in a private capa- 
city ; but that, in order to evince 
Ik'W dcfirous they were to reliorc 
peace and amity upon equitable condt 
tions, they would depute a commit- 
tee of their body to learn whether he 
V9S authorifed to treat with perfons 
Ciinmiflioned by the Congrefs for that 
purpofe^ aad what propuful^ he b^Ld IQ 



and earned defire of the King and the 
miiiiftry to .make the Britifh Govera- 
ment eafy and acceptable to them it, 
every refpe£l. In cafe of fubmiffiua^: 
they were aifured thru thofe ads ot 
F^riianri^nty which were io obiKaioaf, 
to them, would undergo a TttXif 
and the inftru^ltons to GoTcraon- 
would be reconfidered ; that if aaf 
juft caufes of corrplaint were toati 
in the a As or the inilrudioflSt they 
might be removed. 

The Deputies made i ifwer* thil * 
return to the dominati<?.'^ot GiOl 
Britain was not now to i^ expcAsAi 
I'hey mentioned the rtfigM peli* 
tions of the Colonies to the jt^tng mi 
Parliament, which they ^tn[£iaei^ 
had been treated with contempt, wl 
atifwered by additional injuriesi I 
was not, faid they tiU the lift aft if 
Parliament, which denounced war 
gainit them, and put t*«*m out of 
King's prptciflion, that the AflKC 
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declaration bad been called for 
epmpleoftlie Colonies in gc- 
^ Every Coluiiy approved of it, 
icy al! now conHdercd themfelves 
epcndcnt ilatc^and had feitlcd, 
re occulted in icttling thtir go- 
lenta accordingly. It was not 
ore in the power of thr Congrefs 
ee for tbemy that they th >uld re- 

their former dependent Gtita* 

*here was no doubt/ continied 
* that {the Americans were in- 
to peace, and wilh'ng to enter 
ny treaty with Britain, that 
be advantageous to both coun* 
If there was the fdiie good 
ition in Britain, it would be eafi- 
Liurd Howe* though not em* 
ed at prtfent to treat with them 
E^v'ndtDt tia;es, to obtain fre(h 
s from the Britifh Court for that 
'e, than it would be for C>ngrefs 
cure them from the feveral Col- 
to confent to fubmifliQn.' 
h an explicit declaration of their 
enti on the fubje^t in queQirn^ 

1 at once, that no accommoda- 
ras at prefent to be rzpeded. 
It an end to theconftrrnce. 

h was the report made to Con* 
ty the committer** 'It did nut 
' upon the whole,' added they. 

Lord Howe's cunTin^iilion con- 
any other authority of import- 
ban that of granting pardonsi 
jch exceptions as the commiflion- 
uld think proper to make, and 
taring America, or any part of 
be in the Kind's peace upon 
Eon. The rclidue of the com- 
I conliftcd of the power of en- 
l tutoth^ Aate of America, and 
Pcrring and confultitig with any 
I the commiin«)ners might think 
tut upon their rcprtfcnting the 
>f thefe converfations to the mi* 
thefe, on a fuppodtion tliat the 
es were to filbmit, might after 

might not»'ik their plcafure. 



make any alterations in the former in» 
Hru6lions to Governors, or prnpofe ia 
Parliament any amendment of the a6U 
complained of. Any expedlation^ 
therefore, from the tffed of the powers 
lodged in the commiflioners^ would be 
too uncertain or precarious to be ic- 
lied upon by America, bad fhe cvea 
continued in her Aate of dependence.' 

As the Congrtfs feemed now im* 
moveably dttermined to ^crfift in the 
refoiutioo of maintaining independency 
at all events, Lord and Gencal Howe 
in quality of commiflioners, judged it 
neceflary to publilh a declaration^ 
wherein, after taking notice of the Af- 
feiiibly's refufal to accept of the terms 
of recondliation, ofEcred to them, thej 
informed the people of America^ that 
they were equally defirous to confer 
with all well-difpofed perfons, upon the 
means of reAoring the public tranqui- 
lity, and eltablifhing a permanent uni« 
on with any Colony, as a part of the 
Britifh empire. 

Herein it was reprefented, that it 
being the undoubted intention of the 
King and Parliament to remove any 
caufes by which the people of AmericA 
might be aggrieved, it behoved the in« 
habitants at large, feriouOy to rt^cd 
upon their prefent condition, and to 
judge for themielves, whether it wene 
more ronfiftent with their honour and 
happinefs, to offer up their lives as a 
facrifice to the unjufl and precarious 
caufe in which they were engaged, or 
to return to their, allegiance, accept 
the blcflings of peace, and be fecured 
in (he enjoyment of their liberty and 
their properties, upon the true priu* 
ciples of the Britifh coniHtntion. 

In the mean time, the molt a^^ive 
and vigorous meai'urts were reiolved 
upon. Tic provincial forces that 
bad evacuate^ Long Ifland, were 
now polled at Ne.w^ York ; where 
they had ere^ed batteries op every 
fpot that could admit of them. Thef 
were inccflandy occupied ip^ firing 
A t a ' wpoB 
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upon the Bntifli troops and fhippint/, 
vhicli kept up v.o Irfs canf^ant a fire 
upon thtin. 'n<e Ha(l Rivi-r lay be- 
tween both arniie8. Its brcatli in 
tin's place was about twelve bundled 
yaide. The Brif.fli troops wtrctx- 
tnme'y iiripsticnt to pafs it, ai.d at- 
tack the cncmv, wb«> lay partly in 
tbt-tityof New Yoik, ai.d p:irily in 
the niaiii laiic, ^iiaiJirj; everv pla e, 
%vbire tbey fufjjrded the r<*yal army 
iriL'> t attempt to make a (icfcent. 

I \u (hips of war had dou Uati:>nr 
re' 'hVnt^tlvts in thai pirt » f Uk ri»'iT, 
v'*ib faces the ciiy and were ton- 
tii:uary enga;i,cO with the bauericb on 
ll«ire It v^ab not wiib<u* much dif- 
ficulty tbey filenred ibofe, which bad 
proved the niolt tioi»bI«Trnie, ar d 
enabled the troops to fi-izr upon tbofe 
Ifla'i. (:. which, tl.t U'.h fniail, annov- 
cd them coitfiucrLb'y by ibe conti* 
* iDual fire of the cannon piautcc^ upon 
thein^ and without t'te poinffion of 
which, the operations intended cculd 
pot trikc place. 1 his unccaling can- 
rouade lai) d fevrral dry?, and kept 
bell, parties lu continual alarms. 

Tl e intfniion wab to o^ake a d'-f- 
cent upon ibc Ifljt d where New Ymk 
flandp. in oidcr to divert the eiiciiiy's 
attention from the rral pl^.ce ot attack, 
fevcr.il (lispn Were dirtcUd to nuive 
vp the river, to the north of tl.c J(Ic- 
land ; other parts wrre tbrcutcncd 
m the lame mai ncr The nu.rc to 
cmbarrnfs ihe cut my, a Imall Iflai.d 
va^lcciind, fjci;»y ihc center of New 
York l(]ai:d. 

On 'he icih of Scpien»ber, a I.r^c 
b^jdy of lirrifli lro( ps tnibirktd, 
linobfcrvcd by ihc I'rcviniial airry, 
and procfcdtd 10 a buy tliice iniks 
to U'c north, above the city. :\r thy 
eneni) had ni>l expected they would 
have cliofcn thib place, ihcy had not 
p**' pared it for any coniideiaule ri- 
iiliai.ce. The fliijis ai lacked l!.L'ir 
workb wiih lo much vi>;our, ii.;,t ihey 
virere fijon abunduncd, and the troops 
^ ^ct on /hurt. 

Whcji lUc cnemjr law ihcm UivOitd, 



they did not chiife to rifk a defeaci- J 
of the city» acd Icfr it intUpilr^i^l 
tiring lo the north r#f #the Sflia^p { 
where their principHl force was «!• { 
It^ied* i bey loll upon this cxraM ' 
a great p^rt of their artillv-ry, 'andfii- 
litaiy iicrrs, as well as b ci^nfidcrabJe 
nuMibcr of ptifoucff. 1 hiy diJi^ 
however, retire wirhoui li^htrai;, 
and eui'.t^cd the Bnuili troops whcr> 
ever they found an opjuirtuaity i^ , 
making f»n adv:lntat^eoll^ (tand. Bet-j 
it was ohfi-ived, qt the fame lirte, tktf \ 
they did not ad aho^^ciber fo vigor; I 
onfly a;» in the- la;e a^too apoa L«f ] 
lil.tiid, whether it n^i^ht proceed froa J 
the lofs they bad fuliained of ouj \ 
pt their bell cffi.cnt and Aildicrs flt J 
ibat it had.fomewb<it difpinted thai, | 

i'he length of the liland |f New 
York ie fuh fihecn miles; but the. 
breadth not more than t^Oi «bac 
broadeft. This made it cafy furl^ j 
BritiQi forces to extend their onj , 
from fhore to (hore. The enemy lay il i 
great force opp«>lite to them. IImj ] 
bad llrengthencd the groand tbeyoCt < 
cupicd in fueh a manner, as to rcudcl • 
it very difficult and dangerous Cu tt| . 
tack ttK-m. In order to fccure a ci»a" 
niunicaiion, and a letrcat, if ncct^i&ryi 
to the contincni, they bad been p•^ 
ticularly cartful to fortify the paiLg^ ' 
called Kin;.»*s Riicige, by erecting vciy 
coniiderubic wciks oq l^otli fidca vilht 
water. 

. Tiicir didancc from the Britifti eih 
c«mptuent wa^ not abov;; two milei| 
but the iDt«..venin(;f (ground was fuUfll 
narrpw p/fTat^es :ii)d d fiK'6, wnich w^ 
in .their poli^ilijn, and of fucb a natintA 
as to enable a fiiiall number to 
t»in ihem with facility again ll a 
grv-arcr. 

General Wafhincrton hid ?ery ji».' 
dliioiiily cliofen this polJtioo. *^ 
ct.ui 1 from ihtrnce udvance or rc 
at pitafure, wiihaut appreheudi 
be cut ofl in cafe of a defcati I 
WHS dctcrminid to riik nb ''f 
eni;ai7imeiity and to A.ad Oa* 
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e, cotttd cafily withdraw to their 
body, which wa-* lo poitcd, as to 

their rttrcit, without bcin;r 
clicd to exprife thtmfrlvi.'5 out of 
llruii;^ holds, in oidcr to f.cuic i*". 
u»t)icr motive was, thai he t'uund 
LTtilary 10 give ll.e«n time to re- 

from the difcourag<meiii they 

xperienced from tlitir late dc- 

rhe fkilfulncfs and difcipiiiie 

/ed ill the Royal army they had 

,* to their cofl, to be n!uch lupe- 

:o I heir o-n ; and thoiirrh far 

being deficient in coura^;c, yet 

porciivfd, that the advantages 

ing from tncm were fucli da 

anH cxpciicncc oniy would pro- 

For thid leafin, tljcir c m- 
er, wiltioiit vfvuurinjj any thing 
vc, krpt them in continual exer- 
gamlt their ci^emy. Skirn^Khrs 
rncount^ers happened daily ; and 
;an to be noticed by the Britifti 
s, that the Americans gradually 
ered their fpivitSy and behaved 

much more firmnefd than tUey 
one lately. 

»e poiT« fiion of Ifew York was 
attended with aU the advantages 
utd been e^pe^ied. It had been 
ried bv the enemy, previous to 
Jiug into the hands of the Bit- 
roupsy if it were not found ten- 
to coroiniitfit to the flameiiy rather 
thefc fliould reap any benefit 
being poffrffcd of it. 1 lie preci- 
oDy with which they abandoned 
rity^prever. ting them at that lime 

carrying their intent into exe- 
n ; but a few days after, f^r.x: 
D8» who had been left behind for 
^urpofe, watching the oppoitu* 
if dry weather zitd a hi^ii vvi:;d, 
e to the city on the dead of ni;^ht, 
fans < f combullioles, whi^h they 
iifpofed with, great dexterity in 
IS places. The conflagration 
Jreadful ; many parts at once 
fnddenly in a blaze. . Notwith« 
ag the fpeed and a6livity with 
I the fuldiecs and failors exerted 
'flfcit tbtf npidhj o/t/ie.flamct 



was fuch, iSat a fourth part of the 
city was coiifumcd. Several of thofe, 
who htid, it was faid, been the inccuo 
d.tries, were, on hein^ difcoftircd^ 
treated without mercy : and by t!ie 
irritated fcanen and foldiery, thrown 
iudanily into the midfl of thj flrv'. 

The lit u It ion oft!;c enemy in the 
ftron^^ grounds between theciryanj 
King's Iind>j^,rcnderinga« attack there 
cxtrcirfcly haiirdous, \t was deiermin- 
ed to m«ijce fuch nun-cmenls as to com- 
pel him to abandon them. Forthit 
purpofe an embarkation was made of 
moil of the troops in flatbottomfd 
l>oatK, in which th^y were fafely con- 
veyed through a dangerous paffj^e, 
called He!i Gate, and landed near the 
town of Well Cheilcr, lying ou the 
continent towards Conne6licut. 

Lord Percy wis left with a con* 
(iderahle fjrce for the prote<5iion of 
New York, while the fl»:et furrouidrd 
that ifland on every tide, and from the 
judicious polition of the (hips, could 
at any time afford a fhelter, in cafe of 
a difafter, or improve any fuccefs i^t 
might be obtained. .'"- 

From its encampment near Weft 
Chcller, after having received a fop- 
ply of men and proviftons, . the ar;ny 
nitiv- d ta Rociielie, fituated on the 
fiHind, fiparating l^ong Tflindfroni 
the continent. Here, be in<; joined by 
freOi reinfurcements, it was determin- 
ed lo intercept tlic vommuiiiculioit 
between the iNovlricial army and Coa- 
ncfSli'.'Ut, and t^i furround it in fuch a 
m^^nHcr, ao to force it, throUirh waivt 
of provifions, to leave it:i ilrou^ holds, 
and venture an engagement to exiri- 
cate itfelf. 

Tiie Royal army was now poded 
in what is called the lower road from 
New Vurk to the Nortllein Coloofe?* 
The upper lys throtigh an extent of 
hi;:h land^, known by the name of 
White Fiains, fuii of cr-iggy hills, and 
difficult pufTei. I'hiiher me army be- 
gan its march, after leaving a fufiicient 
force to Iccurc ihu luwcc to^d aol 
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the comtr.unfcaiion wiib, ihofc places, 
lr'»m wlif. cc iloTfii and iicccfliin'es 
Ufir to 31 rive. 

G'.-ifial ♦-ifwe's motions greatly 
i^r^f.^vil liie rioviijcI<«Is — 1 hf* pcr- 
ciivci il'ut hy riii.uining in the cn- 
camp'TK'iit, though t' o Hronij to Lc 
furi«(ii yd tUcy woulJ be ftraittiirt+ to 
fixh a detjivf, as lo be compelled to 
qnii i: at a difadvaittai^ay of which he 
^'ould iH)t tail to make (he mod, to 
tUcir g^eac detriment, if not their tuial 
iLiin. VVeie an engagement to tiifucy 
voief^ tht\' prove J victorious, ihtir 
Condition would be critical in the ex- 
treii.r ; a retreat wauld be next to i i]- 
pra^icabK', irom tiie fuperioriry in 
mimber of ihc BrttiHi forccH, and tl.e 
&p|HiiitioH they would nrieet from the 
Appmg. 

J!iuc cxcluiive of thefe confiderationSa 
fatigue, budquaiterRy want of eloath- 
iu^f aud of iotiic of the rtnui efTcntial 
B<ccffarie8, fait efpecially had occafi- 
CAcd much illncfd among the Provir*. 
^nciab, which was furtiicr increafed' 
by a vice very predomiiiaut among 
taAuy of the Americans, indolence, 
imd cartUir.ef«, in what related to 
tiieir perfonsi fiirnituiCt and m;inncr 
ci fee.^iijg : a d«.li:icncy the more 
furpnfing, an they chiefly ori^i late 
Irom the Eoi^lifh, who are indifpui- 
Uhly the moit cl anly people U[7oa 
caifb, and vviiofc examples and ni:in- 
&^'r» ihcy had alwavb bccu fo;id of imi- 
latinL"-, 

T»ie evidence and proximity of the 
da[>i;ei tluy weie in, caikd up the 
TT'i.tlc atlen'.ion of the Ameri<.;an com* 
nil idem. In a coi^ncl of warf^jm- 
7rio:K'u upai this occalion, it wasrt- 
f »lved to quit tiieir prelcnt pcfition, 
sihi! (Xleriu tlicainiy into a lono, but 
well fcciired lire, by throwic;^ up 
woiKS : on«/ lis fro'ii, and foriifying 
c]i the advantageous poll i ions they 
c( r.lJ fci^e. la this m.mucr the l^o- 
viiicial<;r.iiy flrciched along the ground 
opiofite to that where the Kiyal 
Aiices were nidrcliing, from Valen- 
fnii:'4 HsU, jicar Kio|j'i Btu^gC) oa 



the right, to the White Pbinm 
lefr. Hie Brunz, a river of on 
ablt depth, lay on their front, bet 
thorn and the Royal arany ; aa 
North River covered their rear,' 
great diDance ; the tntrrnDediatc 
b. twcen fecuring a pafDge for 
heavy bagtrage up the couuiry, ii 
of necelTity. 

The pcfition of the Provindil 
fo ailvai:t<igcou9, that great or 
fpeAi(>n was requifire io prevent) 
fio.n moleftii»g the Kuy tl aroy. 
moved forwards with j^f^'at conj 
iicfs, and vigilance, and left no ope 
fiT the encu'.y to avail himfetf of. 
did not however dlicouragc tlieml 
puthing fundry drtaehmentt ovci 
Brunx, and ikirmilhis up:>D ever 
vourable occasion ; but thought 
times fuccel.^ful, they were grte 
wo filed. Upon the approach o* 
Ro\al army to the White Plaioii 
were oLhgcd at lad to call io aOl 
detachments, and to form one fi 
encampment outhebank«»oftlie Br 
in front of the Britith army ontiM 
pofite fi le of that rtver. 

Oil the twenty-eight day of 
tober, at break oi day, the Br 
troops, oividcd in two cohirnns,ad 
ced Cbwaidg the White Plaioi. 
enemy maintained the ground in iif 
occupied by their feveral detached 
tie3 till near twelve o'clock, when I 
wiihdrew to their main body, vl 
was preparing for the more feriooi 
gagem»-nt, which they foreliiw i 
now take place. 

At noon, the Britiih ■rmy d 
up Ml order of battle, and IMM 
to the enemies. Tlwy were ftna 
poiK-d upoQ an eminence^ the M 
which were proteded by I be 'Bfl 
Over this riv<.r there waa bitf 
convenient ford, the banki of wl 
Were very Aeep and rocky* Obi 
ceiving the approach of the Jfn 
troops, they came ont of iIk' ' 
and occupied the gromidav i 
to the ford with a huge to* 
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able number of field-pieces. 

Britifh regiments, with a body 
Gan^, and fome companica of 
IS, were fck^ed la fijrcc this 
nt . pafflagae. They marched 
►the fordjCToflld it,and ihrouj^h 
Ful &re of mu/kctry, jjra ?^ ihot, 
noQ, afcendti! the bil), the but«' 
which commences at the forj, 
lent order, and with great in* 
jr. /Upon gaining the fummit 

eminence, ihey were at firft 
rccei?e<i by the enemy ; b«t 
:ack was condudtcd with fuch 
fs and vigour, that they drove 
)m their p^jJls, ^iid com p< lied 

retire towards their entreuch* 

listime, large divifions of the 
irmy had fol owed that which 
le p.i[rigeof the Briinx. They 
emfcives complcttly matters 
round that hac^ been (XifTefled 
fDemy, after <iiil«)dgiug them 
satiety of polls, which they 
led witb great obftinacy till to- 
fci)i«g 

ge divifion of the Britifli T^ef- 
ops encamped in ibe night 
annon ihot of the enemy's en* 
ents; and the vihole army lay 
rir arms, intending to attack 
iy!s camp next morning. But 
IS it waa light, the Provincials 
:overed to have made fuch ad- 
works to the lines they had 
lip beforci that it was judged 
;eroua tu attack them without 
r (Irengtli. Reinforcements 
rivedy preparations were made 
digncrd aifaultybut it was pre* . 
f a rainy and tempellous ni^ht, 
c frultratcd the arrangements 
been taketi for that ]>urpofe. 
•hatcvcr (how the Provincials 
e of a rcfol'ition to (land their 
ivhen theyfaw that difpofitions 
uug in the British army which 
a vigorous attack, they 
it moll dWfable to withdraw. 
:ordiiigl^ broke up their c&mp 



in the night of the firll of NoVembcrt 
and removed into a tnt^iintainous coufi^ 
try, called the Townlhipof N>^wcall)t^ 
haviii'^ previoufly ft ia^e to the h«jof«f 
in White PlainSi and the neighbour* 
hood. 

What principally intimidated the A-- - 
mericans on this occafion was, the 
fvjrmidable app^^arance cf the batteries 
with which they fiw their lints threat- 
ened, from fevtral heights farrouiidin|y 
them, Tlicy were alfo no lefs appre* . 
hcnfive thai Gviifcral How« might poi^ 
fcfs himfclfof the liilK th&t lay in the 
rear of the Provincial army, by whic4 * 
he could conidnd it in fuch a manner^ fl 
that a retreat would becomcf impradti- 
cafile in cafe of a defeat. 

Neither was a formal engrag-cment 
any part of the fyllem formed by Go- 
neral Wafliington. To avoid it was 
the fettled intent of all his operation (^ 
which tended to n > more thib to bar- 
rafs and fa i^ue the enemy, and ac^ 
cuitom hcs- -own people gradually t^ 
face them, that wneuever it (hould foaf 
abioluttly rcqufite to come to a pitchtd 
battle, they might be fo well trained 
and uied to face xhcir enemies, that a 
reafonable confidence might be pldced 
in their exertions. 

In the mean time, Geneial fjowe 
fully perceived, that, notwith{landin«r 
his repeated endeavours, he could not 
bring the enemy to an a^iun, and inat 
from the fituation of the country and 
tfccir knowledge of every place and fpot 
where they could- Gx thcmfclvt-Hadvao* 
tacrtfoufly,it would be impoiribleio com- 
pel them to Ci^ht but itj^oti the moll un- 
equal and hazardous terms. He thtrc* 
fore to:<k the ueiermiuation ot ccaiiujir 
a puifuit that w<»u5d only prove th*: 
more inefT'duiil the longer it was con- 
tinued, and to turn his attention to the 
difpulTcning them of the fotts and fail- 
ncflcfi tlicy ftill retained in the neigh- 
bourhood of New York. TiK- dilluncc 
at which they had retired, would rei:« 
der rhe conqucft of thefe places a work 
of mucU UU dvG\;:v\A>j vW-a v\ nswiA. 
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))afc been, had furh an attempt taken 
place betorc the Uritifh troops had iifain- 
<d a decided lupcriority in thcBeld. 

In crHtr to carr)' this mcafiire into 
execution, a hotly uf tnrips advanced 
to Kiog'ii Bridk^Cy fr(»m which the A- 
mcric'ans withdrew, v. ithout oppcTtioni 
into F"ri Wa!ninmon, which was uS\' 
mrdiatcly iiivtiUd. TMs fort wa» I*- 
Iri.itid on ilic wcllern fi ie of New York 
ifl.iUt', at a fmall alliance firm King'g 
Brid^rr, and ahr.oil oppoHie to Fort 
L-cc, laicly erected on ihc ether fide 
«)f tho waUT, in lh»: Province of Jcr- 
fcy. The foriilicaiioiis, ihnuj^h in 
, good orc:er, were not CiifiiMcnily ftrong 
to refi'i the vci,»hl nl uuh artilWry at 
would be broii^zht again'! i;, if neccC- 
fary, its chief nri*nj\tl) was in i'P fitu- 
aiiont and the ditHciiIiy of approaL-hing 
it wi?htAit being fX|>ofcd to a he:*vy 
file: from the i^arrifon and the a«'j ittnt 
tvorks anti Irr.rs, that furroundcd it on 
rviry fide. I- was dcfcudtd by three 
thotsfar.d nun^ and well provided with 
artiUery^ and fccuKd to threaten a 
Aout re li. 'la nee. 

Tlic Governor, Colonel Magaw, 
being funimoncd to furrendcr. and 
])uvi:)g made a:.fvver that he w«uld 
dilcnd the fi»rt to the v;ry lall ixirv* 
initv, it was dcttrmin'd to m-ke a 
general attack Four divifions ot the 
army wtrc eniploycd for thitt pnrpolc. 
i)iit of them cv'npoli'd of Hclli>vn.% 
under G«.ntTal Knyphaulen, moved 
forward i-bt»«jt noon, from Kinv^'s 
liri'lgc ; a thick W44od -ay before him, 
wLerc the enemy was polled fo ad- 
vent a^^ecufly, ihat it was a confide- 
YiUc line b^'fore tht-v coi Id :)rnctratc. 
Dnrin^ tins attack, a lH)dy of BrUilh 
I'j^ht iiif.iriiry advanced upon a party 
of the encmv who were p-flcd bchi d 
rcKus aud tree*;, from whence I'lCy 
i.cpt op an iuccll;int lire. They dii- 
ptrriQ ih^*m, hnwevtr, l»y ch'n-bing a 
iicip i'fttnt, from whence tl.tyiame 
down upon liic incTiy-wiih fucfi impe- 
tucfiiy^ that they were un:'ble to 
tiitiiltiiiid them. They were f^IIuwcd 



and fuppnrted by a detacfimeiitof Ac 
Guards, under Gcecral Machean, ml 
another b'idy of Briltfli irocps, oate 
Lord Ct«rn^alii9» In the meaotiD^ 
another divificn, ander Lord Percys 
carried ao advanced work ; and Cb* 
lonel y:rh'nb;,at the he»d of thefort^ 
A CO I u r reg i n;^ tV fore ed his tray op i 
dllli :ult height,- which wSis very t> 
folurcly defended : he gained the faa- 
mit, where he took a c-jofiicnbk 
number of pn'fonei^, and greatly Ci« 
cilit^icd Lo^d Percy's fuccelf. 

Colonel Ralie, who led tht right' 
c^'hinin of General K: ypilaufen's M> 
tick forced the en>.'my fr-<m their poil^ 
after an obHiuate re H (lance, puM 
forward to their advanced Works, ani 
lo;lged hh column within one hbdrf^ 
yaids of the fott. He was fron afitf 
j:)!ned by the left coIuhid, undaGc*' 
ncral Knyphaufen ; upon which tk 
garrifon furrendered pi ifoners of *«• 

As Fort Lee lay oppoflte to Foil 
Wiiihingion, it wa^ aeccfTary to fecaii^ 
it, in Older to acquire the full ooa^ 
mand of the Noith K tver. TotiM 
intent Lord C/)rnwalli{» croflcd oic^ji] 
the river to the Jerfey fide, witkl 
ilrnng body, and marched with all cf* 
pediiion towards the fortt in order, t]^ 
pofUblc, to furpiifr,the garhfon. HefBi' 
in Ite certainly would have' fiiccoedc^. 
had not a countrym:!n apprizoi thdi' 
(;f their dang'rr it wis with maST 
diiTiculty, and in the iitmoft confuikA' . 
tliut ihcy (.ffctted an efcape* leavi^. 
all their artillery ail J wttrlike ftfljW 
their tenia liaouiog, and all thci/pi^ 
vili^tps. 

Li ccnfcquence of tliefe fu 
t- e Biililh troops penetrated into 
f.irihermoll parts of both Eatt 
Well Jjrfey, without fDeetiog I 
oppofiti'in, the enemy cartJiuij^ 
|r.M.Jiig them every where*, llicj-, 
tcsideii the quar-iCtii in which thcT*" 
P'*fj'! to winur, for New Bnia^ 
r.6 ftr as the river Delaware* J 
ffticient number of boali ^ 
Diurc for the Icrryiog over ibi 
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S it is highly probahle that Phi- 
►hia would hive faiicn into their 
, fo great war* the conliernatioQ 
g the Americans at that period. 
n ^jniziiLmpt of (hilt kind had been 
iec), case had been duly taken to- 
re them in time. 

lile Lord CornwalliSi and the 
^nt parties undrr his command} 
over-runnirior the ^rfeys, an ex* 
on was undertaken flgainil Rhode 
, under the dire«^ion of General 
)n, and Admir.d Mir Peter Parker, 
lucccfs was complete ; the Pro* 
Is abandoned the Ifl'tnd at their 
a€h, and they made themfelves 
*3 of it withc)Ut lofing a man. 
is me^fiire, the American fqna* 
under Commodore Hv>pkin8, was 
'!lcd to wittill-aw as far bp the 
Providence as it was pradlicablet 
» coniioue there blocked up and 



I. 



e fijccefs wliich had attended 
ritifh arms during the prefent 
ign« began to make a ferious 
lion upon numbers of the people 
fhDOt the continent. Notwith- 
ig the firm nefsexpre fled by their 
9f many fcemed to entertain but 
topes of their being able to con- 
efFedually their refiftance to 
ower of Britain— >8nch as were 
ined to hoftde meafures, were 
wanting to reprefent in their 
eft light, the calamities which 
Iready been experienced in fo 
parts of the continent, and the 
reater miferies they (houid en- 
»y perfiiiing in a conteli that ap- 
l fo unequal . 

:fe reprefentationt had their 
t with muliicudcs. Notwith- 
ig ihe violence with ^^'hich the 
advovates of independency fnp 

the propriety of that meafure, 
wcrt many who did not fcniple 

to declare, ^at peace and re* 
ation with Great Brftain wonld 
leen far more eligible. 
tiflKou of tbii kihdi tbongh 



combated with great force and energy 
by the contrary party, were the more a- 
larming tothofe who were at the head 
of public affairs, an they daily perceiv* 
eda vilible declenfion of that ardour iti 
the cdufe, for which they were con* 
tendinq, which had fo forcibly animat- 
ed all ciafTfs in the lait campaign, and 
the b<:ginning of the prefent. They 
had promifed themfelves a continuance 
of this difpofition. Relying upon the 
fptrit that manifeltcd itfelf throughout 
the Colonies, they bad ventured to 
take the bold and decitive refolntioa 
of declaring .America independent. 
The confidence with whicli they had 
a6ted before, and after tlut meafure, 
had furprizcd the world, and inclined 
receding people to think, that they 
had more refources in coniemplatioQ 
than they chufe to divulge 

But when, in this depreifion of thetr 
circum (lances, they faw none of that 
afliiiancc app'^ar which they coiijedtur* 
ed had bten expected, and in the cer* 
titude of which they imagined that fo 
many daring meafures had been lakeui 
they began to call in doubt tht pru- 
dence and foreflght of thofe who had 
adopted them, and to be of opinion, 
that rafhnefs and intemperate councils 
had prodnced thcml The danger was 
fo great, the prcfTuresof every kind 
fo heavy, that it now feemed, unleft 
they had provided friends to fuccour 
them Ml their prefent difficulties, thcy^* 
Would unavoidably fink under them : 
aud that if having endeavoured toobtuiit 
them, they had failed in the attempt* 
they were guiity of a fatal precipitation 
and overfight in the management of 
their affairs, and had afted very unwife* 
1y in biddi ng defiance to the power of 
Great Britain. 

While the campaign in the Province 
of New York and its adjacencies was 
carried on with fo mnch vig- ur and 
a^ivity, the operations in Cannda were 
no lefs fpirited and remarkable. 
i^fter the cxpulfion of the Proviflh^ 
ft b V^^ 
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cial troops from thofc partp, and the 
rclloration of pc:acc am) iVcurity to the 
government of Qncbtc, Gentral Carl- 
ton turned hih atiention to the ercat 
ohjctt he had long had in vitvv, that 
of pcnttratin^ into the Ci>louiu by 
way ni the Likes. 

The Provincials were now coHcA- 
cd in prcjt force at Crown Point, ind 
were abf<i]utc mailers of L.iiie Cham- 
plain, where Biiiain haJ not a fingle 
vefTcl to oppofe thcra. Had not this 
be*, n the cafe, ihcy w«»uld have been 
ptjt filed in ih-ir rcrreat, by the troops 
under General Bur^oyne fo clofcly, 
that it is probable the difci)ur3.';tnient 
they were in from the loffes tticy had 
fulhincd, ant* from that ilinefs fo much 
dreaded in America, the fmjll p. x, 
which was then fatally rag-ng amon^r 
them, would have given fo decided an 
•fccndcncy lo the Briiifh arnu, that all 
relKUnce wi»ulil have fallen before 
them : they would have reduced all 
the forts that commam'ed the commu- 
nication between Canada and the Co- 
lonics, and opened an entrance into 
thefe, that would have facili;ated the 
operations of the fleets and armies of 
Greit Britain in every other quarter. 
The principal point now in view, 
was to icmove t!iofc obftadts with 
all poflible expedition. This was an 
arduou.-* undtrrtak.r. •, full i-f otiFi.u!- 
ties and in.peGimcnts. and that re- 
quired a peculiar degree ofccurai^e 
and pcricVLTance to fui mount. But 
the ncceflity of acconi;ili(hing it, in 
Fufrd uitcoinnion aninution into all 
lh(.fe wlio were concenicri, and pro- 
<iuced fuch efforts and exortionb, as 
Were truly j^rcai and ali:>i;il!ung. 

io order to acquire a fiij^riority 
up n tile Lkkf. it Wa\ calculated tiut 
•o eU lii^n tii.r'.y v fHl- wouiu be rc- 
q"Jr;.d. i>ome of ih*- lar^ul, indeed, 
ca uc from biiji^Iand : bur it wa^ ncvti- 
Ury to ;dkt them eiitirtly to i-iccc . and 
to re-con(linct ihcui, bw titles the im- 
jnenfc lai>our mhich the carrying and 
coove^in^ of /uth cunibcriiome and 
prodi^louu lojda occiflioncd. 



nptd currrat^ of water, that i 

twten Lake Cbamplain and thi 

St. Laurence. Hrrc the tu3 i 

tienvc ofthr Britili feamcii aw 

ers wore almoll incredible : chej 

ported over land* and dragged n; 

ripiHs thirty large long bt>atS| 

berof flat • bottomed b«'ats of CO 

able buithen, a {gondola of thirt] 

and abiive four riundred batieaiu 

This (lupi'ndons undcrtakii, 

completed io three months. Nu 

difpatch was wanted. The irapor 

of the oijid), and the (hi.rtoeu ( 

time that would Se left f>>r militi 

pcr;itionti, fr»in the latent fit vf(& 

f'>n, were motives that tiartenedtl 

bour and dili$;ence with which tb 

mament was equipped, to fiichsde, 

that the principal vcfTc), carry iflg 

mads, and eighteen twelve pow 

wr.s fiaifhed in twenty eight dsyi 

the laying of her keel ; and coBf 

ly riji^.s^cd and fitted for adiot* 

fame fpeed and eagernefs atchie*Bi 

whole of this laborious and pci^lk 

buliiiefs in a propottiooabie ^ 

time. ff 

It was intended, after fccuri^ 
navi^>ati<>n of the Lakc<, and U 
p* d'ctlion of thefort$|com:na<)diflgtl 
to putli forward wiih all eapeda 
nt fb to Albany, where they wouU 
with fuch accommrdutioas M* 
enable theni to winter comnHwo 
In this cafe tiiey would be at hii 
focn as the fcvcrity of thatfeifi* 
ovrr, to co-opeiiiie in (bdcdfi 
manner with ihr army at Newl 
as ti« put a iuocif tul teimiaMi 
ti-e war early l:i the fprine. 

In rhe beginning of Oftobori 
flfTLi w)s in readioefs. It CW 
exrlnuvc of the (hip alre.aJy BCrii 
of twc ilour frl.ooijersi thconc* 
\u^ fouricen, the other twelic fis| 
ders, a large flat-bottomed 'lp| 
w-th fix-iwenty-four, and fi 
pounder", and a goodoU 
nine pou n d era* TwcotJ f 
er fjze, c<il]ed gun*boattc* 
W^« ^\^<:c qC Qrdoaiic^ f 
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underst or howitzers. 
Its were equipped in ihc 
Be fides the fey there 
nbcr of boats and ten- 
(izcf, to fcrve as tranf- 
•ops, baggage, warlike 
tSy and all other ap- 
:hc army, that were to 
r the Lake under the 
is fleet. 

d with a felcA body of 
; guns were ferved by a 
( he carps of artillery, 
ildirrst chofen oat of 
belonged to this expe- 
pointed to the onanagc- 
all arms. Thofe who 
I this occafion unani- 
.'d in acknowledging 
lever feen a cooapleier, 
^ and naval fervice. 
rce of the Provincials 
tion to the Dritifh. 
ted to no more than 
e largell of which was 
1 mounted twelve fix 
:r6. Notwithdanding 
m porta nee of prcferv- 
ity on the Lake, and 
nfelveti to the utmoft 
tlicy had not been able 
jint in any degneade- • 
ingncf&of the occafion. 
ihey were deficient in 
for that purpofe. Be- 
materisls for conftruc- 
ot a fufficiency of o» 
their fca-ports were fo 
building of privateers 
r fervice of Congrefs, 
ers could be fp:ircd. 
ed themfelvcs, how-* 
Force they hiid, to en- 
Britain ; and endea- 
the defcd of llrengih 
Ly of their maoage- 
vcre commanded by 
y lately promoted to 
iccount of bui gallant 
lany inflaocesy fiuce 
:nt of the war. I'ho* 
laoy he had exhibited 
if an uncommon ge- 



nius, 10 whatever he had attempted^ 
that Congrefsdid not hefitatr to trud 
him with *.he important CommiflioQ 
of defending the Lakes againfl a 
much fu peri or power. 

On the eleventh of October, Gene- 
ral Carlton, at the bead of the Bj i- 
tifl) fleet, came upwith^lhe Provinci. 
al arm^tment. It wasdra^vn up with 
great fkill . between an tflnnd and the 
main land, in order to prevent the 
Britifh fleet from furroiinding it. An 
action now began that la (ted fome 
hourSy and was maintained with equal 
courage on both (ides. The wind 
bt^g unfavourable, prevented the 
ilrongcft vcrlTcls of the Britifli fleet 
from coming to aclion. The en^Jiaji^'- 
nient was fuppcrted by a fcliooner of 
twelve fix pounc!er8,3nd the gun boats: 
they behaved w'th extraordinary tirm- 
nefd, but the inequality of fuch a com- 
bat, induced General Carlton to 
draw them off, and to order the fleet 
to be anchored in a line, that it might 
on a change of wind, be ready for an 
immediate attack upon the enemy. 

The Provincials had loil in this day's 
fight, a veflcl of twelve gumr, which 
Vias the flrongcft they hid ; together 
with one of their bed gondolas. 
Great execution was done among 
their other vrffeis by the BrftiHi gun 
boats, in which the corps of ariiilery 
was chiefly ftationed. 

From the lofs that, had befallen 
them, they were now fully convinced 
that they would not be able to fland 
an attack from the whole fleet ; they 
determined therefore to make the belt 
of their way to Crown Point, where 
they (hould ly under the fheher of 
the guns of that fortrels. Thry took 
the advantage of the enfuing night 
accordmgly, and, favoured by dark- 
nefs, withdrew un perceived, and were 
the next morning out of fight : but 
the Briti(h fleet purGied them with fo 
much expedition, tliat after a chace 
of near tjvo days, they wcie over^ 
taken upon the fecond, and compel- 
led to come to adioa in their defence. 
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It continuct^ with great warmth up- 

vardiofiwo hours. Th ofe vcfTds* in 

th' mean wiiilc, which wee moil a- 

bead, crouded (^W^ and cfl' (^cd their 

cfcapc : they ptiff d Crown Point and 

ran for Ticond'-'o -a, On)v two 

gdlhea, and fivr ^'Oiidt la^, rcrndiptrd 

%vith General Arnold With ihclc he 

made a ion? anc! intrepi-i ilanJ ; but 

}ii«t I'econd in command, General VVa- 

terbur^, Ltiii{{ thkcn wiih his vtflLI, 

and the o'.hcr» maicii.;i[ but a fjint il- 

fidancc, he dtUrmii.ed, in oider to 

prevent his pe<'plc a:id ih:\ p:ng *roni 

falling ii to the enemy's hni.iis* to run 

thefe afbv.rcy and fct ihtni ou fire. 

IHe cxc'iitcd his intention with great 

fki 'iiintfH. 

Thou;ih Genernl ArnoM had been 

unlucccfifful tm this orcu/ion, the dii'. 

parity ofltrcngth c^uly ciJMfi''rrrcd, he 

loft no repiitali>'« . and rdc on the 

«()ntrary in the cliimation of his coun* 

try men. He had, in their opinion^ 

acquitted himfi If with no Itrls ability 

inthis navcil tncoui.'trr, than he had 

done at land before. O ne particular 

pained him much appi^.nfi*. He rc- 

ira*r.ed on board the vcffei he com- 

mancU'l, and kept htr colouis fl;i:g, 

till flif was on tiie, to p event the 

cnen.y frum boarding her and ilrik- 

iv^ them. 

Tiis vi^rry over the Provincial 

A ct W£iS enniplae and d' 'illvc It 

br .ke entirely their iirvjl h>ice uptm 

the Lake, a few (.nl\ of their vduls 

ef aped it; Lake Cr^r^r ; dnr li.e 

farnfon of C'rov\n Posni, l:;»viijg dtl- 

tifyed whatever C(h:Ki n •! Li- n;oied 

eft, cvacu::trd it, «ind wiihdicw to 
T'condcTo^ra. 

■Alici trfking poflcfl^on of Cmwn 
Point, Guietdl Cailion h«id coi>c< iv 
ed the delTjrn of atlaekiri^ the lattir. 
To t!iis intent j.aitics weie c'ctachcd 
to reconnoire it, and vefTItt ap- 
proached ic uu ihc.L&kj w;LU the fuice 



▼lew. But the fortificatioas 
cd fo flronp:, the garrifon fo uuaietc« 
and fo many other inipc<1inienl> p» 
fented themfelve&, that :t was tho«(fil 
expedient to lay the delign alide.Md 
the rtturn of Cpniin, when he «nU 
be aflitted by the favourabUncfs of ih , 
wcailur in an enterprizc* wbick tie 
Utenefs <if the feafou^ aiul thepnii- 
brlity of its beiii^ obfttuded by iW 
fe verity of approuehing winiert «► 
(icrcd extremely doubtful and ham 
dons. 

Thefe confidcraiions Inr^uced Crm* 
ral CiTlt >n to con<!t.d hib iirni) bicft 
t(i Canada, where they coakl be li* 
tioned in convenient winter qK-rtni^ 
and open the next campai^^D inhnlik 
and vigour. The force inteodcd^tk 
operations to be then purfued wnM 
be flrongly rciiiroiced, aud great d' 
foit&maile to Urike a dcc:Gve bliff* 
As the pafljge over the Lakes ni' 
now cleared, and no time woqU)C. 
loll in prep«iring for it, as happcset'l 
in the prefeirt campaign» tbe ouN^ 
of the army would be capedilisit^l 
and the imprtlBon it woiikd aak^v 
rapid and forcible. Sanguine ap^:; 
tH'ions were alfo entertained tkaltl*; 
vidlmious army, under General Ho*i 
W'^uiii Bnd fiich employment lor lltf 
Pioviicial trifOpK, thnt ii.Hea<l if . 
fpr.ring a::y toi the rciiJorctmcotflf ' 
thote at Tinccndero;^;', all thatCOsK. 
he rolii ded in New England, voill 
l'( ieciin:ed for thciup^v ;rt of Gennil . 
W.ohiiigtnn. 1 hut» an ^caCy loal 
\%Mi!r) be opened to the royal anf -' 
in C< nada. /-fliOed hy a ▼aricty n 
aivunt;4gis, and retarded byfeiirdif<'^ 
ti. ult.es, it would take the t:tU«ilk, 
the n^'d f):ittering profpeft*; mA , 
wMic the f'Uthtrn Colonic* wereflK 
li::g bvi.eath the Britidi arms om^^MT*^ 
6 ei the northern would be cooal 
cuiDpelled to fubmii 00 the pliicrs . 
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TranfaSlions in the 'Jsrfeys. — 1776 



E jtreat fiiccef* with which the 
Nival armies clofed this cam- 
j'd ^ivcn jhcna a dej;r«rc of ctm- 
hat augmtrntcd daily, from the 
)fpcd remaining to the Con- 
hcinjj able to rctrclvc thefr af- 
riitir army was now, through' 
hattie, rhe numbers made pri- 
nd drfcrtions, confiderably di- 
But that which contribiit- 
cak it up effectually, 'wafi the 

up(»u which it had been firll 
d embodied. The term for 
be men enlifted was only a 
'nth, at the expiration of 
ley were at h'btrty to quit the 

Thi», doubtlefs, w»8 the rea- 
hod of proc^Uring foldiers, at a 
rn» perhaps, no other ex pedi- 
!xpe6ted ever to be wanted ; 
, that the conteft was becom- 

more ferious, it was evidently 

to form a more fettled and 
edablifhment in the military 

uftoTred to the fcverc reflraint ' 
er's life, nothing but the zeal 
ch all claffcs were tnimsted 
ommon defence, could have 

upon them to fabmtt to the 

accompanying fuch a proPef- 
ving fnlHllcrd their agreement, 
i^ht it equally incumbent on 
>w countrymen, to undergo 
e of this public burden, as 
emftives. 

ttkey certainly reafoned very 
ut however they might be 
y the principles of equity, in 
tog the fervice, it was utterly 
It with all ideas ^i{ good poli- 

rotation of miliiiiry duty 





might have anfwered, had they bees 
all equally experienced ;• but where, oa 
the Contrary, they were equally new to 
the buljncfs, it was r^utite that fiicK 
as had gained fome km>wledge in it, 
(hould perfevcre in the fervice : efpecially 
as thofe whom they were to o{)pofc \t% 
the fi> Id were veterans in the profeC- 
fion, againft whom every one (hould now 
be fummoned that was capable of bciii^ 
of any utility. ^ 

The /American army was now entire- 
ly difbanded. Out of near thirty thoul^ 
and men, of which it confined at the 
time when General Howe landed on 
btaten Ifland, hardly three thoufand 
remained embodied. Thefe, though 
probably the bell iro9p8 they had, were 
too inconiiderable a number to form 
any reliance apon,againit the attempie 
that were expeded from the enemy. 
The military turn they were endued 
with, or had acquired, and their attach- 
ment to the caufc they were liijhting^ 
£jr, and perhaps to the Genera) th^t 
commanded them, were the motives 
that prevented them from following the 
example of their fcllow-Coldiers. BuC 
whatever caufe retained them tot>ether» 
it proved, in the iffue, a circumitancc 
much more important and dectfive thaa . 
could at that time have bceu imagm- 
ed. 

In the mean while various didref* 
fes were aci umulatmg upon the Con« 
grefs, and every day fccnied to add 
ireih reaf^ns to look upon their con- 
dition as drfperate. Among other t 
untortunate accidents; one befiel them 
which was pecaiiariy calamitous ia 
their prefent circumlianccs. General 
juce bad, with great pains and dili* 

^cuce^ 
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frencct ^fathered a confiJrrnble number 
of mcPi with whom he was marching 
vith all poflible fpccd to the afliftance 
rf General Wafhinjrton, who was ex- 
pcctiu)/ him at the head of the Pr-nfyl- 
vinlan militia. By ihcr junftion ofrheir 
f;>rcc9 they hopttj to fmin a bo'Iy fiiT- 
fioient to ^luard rhe bankq of the i)ela- 
ware, hourly mcniincetl by the Britift 
iro4»pH caiftoneJ in the n''i4^hi>oiirh(M)d. 
As the road hf*ld by General Lee was 
•t a ronlidernble diflance from any of 
ti'e Koval army's qiiariers, he thought 
liimfelf fully feoured fiom any dani^er 
on th'-it tide, and| ofcuurfc*, nc^^lcctcd 
to take tlu'fe prceMUlions which he 
would other wife have done. 

i he roiifc^[uencf was that in crnlTing, 
thAppcr part of New J-rfey, from 
the North river he took up hiR quar- 
ters at a houTe confidcrably rem* ved 
fiom the main-bodv, where he remain- 
.ed with a flendcr gnird. Colonel 
liarconrt happened at thai time to t>c 
in the nci^hbi^urhood, with a detach- 
ment of H)j^ht horfe, that h<id been 
fcouring the country, to obtain in- 
formation, and to obfcive the motion 
of that body which was under the 
C'reneral'h command. Wiitrther it pro- 
crtded from attachment to Britain^ 
t^r a hope of rrward, a mm acq laint- 
el the Cobnol with Ge:.crdl Lee's 
fiMjHtion, and how eifv it would 
be to tcize and carry ofr' hisperlon 
W't'.oiu hindrance. Upon tins in- 
trllii.fcnce, the Colonel iiiitlcncd vlth 
all fpocd to the place where the Ge- 
neral lav, and took his meafurcs wich 
fo ninth dexteritv* that the ccntries 
poitw i ub »iu his quarters were fecurcd 
%viih«>ur in'ile, the houie t<»'ced o{»en, 
and the General ma'lt pr.Lner. He 
\v;!8 iiivnc vlijivlv m«Mi:ne 1 unH hurried 
a«vay wiih all poili'ile expedition, 
throii^rfi a c^^'.iii lera )le extent of coun- 
try, wMrre a number of p )it8, well 
gu:irdcd> lay i'l tiie way of tht'fe who 
to(tk him, but they tound meant to 
avoid, or to cfcape them by the ra* 



pMity of tbetr motion, andbM|||i 
bim fafely to New York. 

The capture of General Lee iM 
heavy lofn to the Amcricau Hi 
prdfeffional knowledge was gni^^ 
acquired by an experience ictfmfk 
nied with a perpetual ttudy. HeU 
contributed eminently to fonntki^: 
mcrican troopa : he wis full of A 
viry and refourcc, and of an oadaai* 
ed and cbterpnhng difpcfitioa. Sn 
an officer was notealiiy tobcrepiHt| 

I'his event was produftiTC* H 
fame 'time, of difa^rteable c*»l«^; 
Cv« in other refpcds. A reg 
for the exchange of prlfonen 
bren fettled between General 
acd Geiteral VVafhington. It 
been duly obfcrfcd hitherto; 
there bi'ing no prifoner at prefc* 
equal rank with General Lre isAt 
hinds of the Provincials, it wsi 
pofed to deliver fix field oflkcn it 
change for him, as an adequate 
penfaiion for the difference of 
Should this offer be rcfufed, tt*ii 
quired that he (hould be treated U| 
ably to his rank, until he conU 
exchanged upon a footing of 
equality. 

Ihearfwer was, that General 
bad defer ted from the Britifli 
and could not be cnnfidered as i 
fonerof war. He could not iheitW 
claim the benefit of the regluW*. 
This rcfnfal occafioned much abcrti^ 
tion. Afi Geniral l^ee had is 
beifinnir.g of thife troubles, 
hih half p:4y as a B»!ii:li olHccr,it 
iufiltcd, that he conld nor, in 
equity, he etteemed a deftitcr; 
that no pcifon beiu}; excepted tt* 
re.;ulation, he was entitled to it il 
ftricteil jnilice. 

the /Americans exprefTed 
rrfentment at the refulal to H 
General L?e. Several firitifll d 
u Jio were their priloners, wef* 
ed with fcverity on that aocou" 
Cungiefs reucvrcd tbe de 
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nadc prccifcly a twelvr- 
Ci by whicti tliey thrcdi« 
r. whatever puniihmcnt 
fli6itd U(>oii any prrfons 

of ihcir enemies, for ia- 

ing, or abetting the caufe 

liberty, fhouid bi* rcta- 

fame kind, and the fame 
>o thofe in their own 

had faTourcd the ,caufe 
mic8 Tticy now declar- 
ime manner, chat their fu- 
nt of fuch officcrtf of the 
y as fell into their hands 
'cry refpcdk be regulated 
ch General Lee expert- 
that their perions Ihould 
le in the uimoii extent 
LDce that waa offered to 

claratioQ of the Con- 
acL'ompakiicd by feveral 
[y boid and rcfolute : by 
I manifcdy that they d.;u- 
vhictk they were ac th;§ 
uled had not dcprtfTcd 
ge. The loifcs aud dt- 
id fo repeated'y met with, 

many to think that ihcy 
c of their indcxibihty, 

foroe terms of pacificii- 
they who had cutcrtaiucd 
inion of them were ut- 
id. liiilead of betraying 
trk of deipondcocy, ihcir 
us full of unuauntedncfs ; 
iged all men topcrhllre- 
he meaiures they had cm- 

to admit of oouc that 
m and ipiiiied. 
.crtcd ihcmlclvcs in the 
with indefatigable dili- 
rievc their lofTcs, and to 
r army from that Hate of 
3 which it had been rc- 
hc neccfBty of complying 
quifitions of thofc ptopk 

of fcrvice was expired, 
rerc i'urnifhed with ajuft 
eriog their military plan 
icular. i'hey bad in alr 
lut bcca dephrcd oi their 



army ; and from this untoward c'r* 
cumllauce, the aifiiiis of the public 
were thrown intoti.c utmoft coofiilion, 
and every body v%a» alarmed for the 
lafet^ot the (late. 

In order to obviate the fatal con- 
fequences that might eniue frt>m tire 
continuance of fuch afyftcin, ihe Con* 
grefs ordered a new army to be levi- 
ed ; of which the foldiers (hould be 
bound by the form of their enliffmenc 
to fcrve three years, or during ti;c con- 
tinuance of the war. Thi» army was 
to confill of eighty -eight balt;«lioiid, 
furnifhtd in proportionable fhana 
by each of the Colonics^ and to be 
raifcfd and fupported at their exf>enrc. 
Great prudence and difcreiioo were 
uled upon this occafjon* that no Co- 
lony ftiould have reafou to couipldiit 
of being ch'irged with any more than 
its due proportion. — Perfons well iiv- 
formed of tlicir comparative abilities, 
were employed an drawing up tl;e 
fcheme, by which they were to carrf 
this meafure into execution. — Virginia 
And MalTachufet were caeh afTelTcd ac 
tifteeD battalions; Pennfylvania at 
twelve ; North Carolina at nine ; 
South Carolina at lix ; Conntdticut at 
eight ; Maryland the fame ; Neir 
Hampfhire at three ; Rhode Idand at 
two ; Delaware at one ; and Georgia 
the feme. I'he two Provinces of 
New York and Jcrfcr, being partly 
in the enemy's pofTclfion, l.avinj^ 
greatly (iffc'*^ already, and bcinj^ 
liable to fSfet (bill further from their 
incurfions and depredations, were on 
tliat account highly favoured in this 
ellimatc, and rated at no morcr than 
four battalions each. 

The moft liberal encouragement • 
were held out, in order to induce 
people to enlift. 1 wenty dollars were 
given as a bounty to every foldicr that 
cnlillcd ; befidesah allotment of land* 
at the end of the war to all th^at fur- 
vived, and to the families of thofc whi> 
, fhouid iol'c their lives in the fcrvice. 
Intnis repartition o<-Vaxi^^ >mv>w'^ 
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nefs to prevent too much intrqtiaiity, 
%va8 reiTi'drkably viiible The ni<ire 
of a ffiUicr uab one hundird acres; 
that ot an enfi-^u one hundred and 
fjfty ; a lieutcnaiit twu huii«ii\.»i ; a 
Citpiain three huiulret! ; a niajcjr tour 
hundred ; a licutenani cuIcH^cl fiUir 
hundred arid fifty; and the hi(rli«rifc 
of any that of a colonel, no moicthan 
five hundred. To thofe who tn^a* 
gtd for oniy three years, no lauus 
U'lre affi^iKil. 

An iuitaiice of care and forcCi^hi 
ivad niaiiifcQcd in the arr.ingcnicnt of 
this Luiiuels, that rcflLdLd niuch 
credit upon ihufe who conduded it. 
— In order to prevent the evil eff-cw 
of that prodigal and carclefs dilpoli- 
tion fo common among fohliers, tiicy 
were not permitted to alienate the 
londfl dtiigned for them during the 
coiirfe of the war. By thcfc iiieanx, 
they would not, at its conclufion» iind 
themfclvcs in a Rate of indigence ; and 
thole indiTi'duals would be difappoiot- 
cd, who ly on the Wdtch to make a 
profit of the ihoughtlcffnels and indo- 
lence of otiier, in pecuniary matieis. 

Previous to thin new reguiatfon, 
the Congiefs had ordained, as an er.« 
couragenicnt and reward of military 
fci vices, that all (fnccrRi fuldiers, and 
fcamcn, difablcd through wounds re- 
ceived in action, fhuuld enjoy during 
lif('» half uf the pay co which their 
rank entitled them when the misfor- 
tune bcfd liiem. •, 

This mtalure of didributlng lands 
as a rei^ompence oftlie military, was 
dci'igucd a8 a counteradion to ano- 
ther of a fimilar kind on the pan i»f 
Great Briiain. Large grants of va- 
Ciini lands were promifed to th«»fe 
who a6tcd with h^yalty in the prefent 
difpute. But infLad ot pioducing 
any bcitcil:, this mcafure hud niore 
powertuily contributed to ittvTe»le i.- 
iillance, and to augment auimulji) 
th<in any other that hcd been adopt- 
ed. Confidcn'ng vacancy to mean 
forfeiture, the A met k\. us mdv no 

dtfubt, that in Ciife Ui« l^tUiCh moui 



(ho u1 J prevail, their eft^tct and poHi 
fiona wouid be rantilcatcd« and bconl 
the prtiperty of the vi^orious {Mrtfl 
and that very little moderatioo wqill 
be fbovvii, where fiich a nunbrrtf 
ciaimaiits were to be rewarded. 

In the mean ii:ne, the fundi fn* 
vided by eacn C'»h>ny refpediidjir 
being found inaileqiMtc to the lijh 
port of to large a force at they wtiC 
about to ni(tf and to the v«il deiBu4l 
ar'il'in^ from fo ezpciitivc a war, tht 
Congrefs addrefled themlehres lotH 
public fi'f a loan of five miUiowsf 
dollars, at the rate tit four per ctuti 
intercii, forthercimburfenient oEvrkia 
tl>eUii:ed States became fecvnty 

During the Profccution o( thdi' 
meafuresi the fiiuaiioo of ihe AnKW 
cans was bccuming daily mui'c tftti* 
cal. The Briiifh troop» wercittl4 
time over-running the J<.rley« : tbcf 
were mj Iters of ail titc cuuntry ■ 
the neig(ibiiUrhiH)d uf Pliiudcipki^ 
and occupied all thv: pljccs- of WKi 
conlequeace on the Ociaviraief wlM 
was the oniy boiindary bciwccodMtt 
and that city. 

In tiiis eitremity^ the Congfcft 
thou^rht it neccfl'...y to appeal to lit 
iiihabttants of the continent, in of^ 
to remind them ui the eii^agemcaii 
tiiey hiid entered into for tbcir autail 
defence, and to ftimm-ju tiietn fartk' 
for the proit^lion of the Hate IB Ml 
pfi-fcnt dai.gcr 

Ttiey re^rL-lujtcd to thcnn tlic t^ 
itieoifite neciflt-y of concurring vok 
fpeed and Un.i. iirity iii the mcifivA- 
pl..i::!ect for the comaiou (afely. TM- 
niai'iiulateJ the grievances they km 
fuileicd, tlie coiKCinpL with 
they iiad bctn treated, au . the 
other oiiipi iiiiio fo otien- atledgedb|^ 
the [;c!i li ut .vmc'ica No dtcraaS^* 
tivc r'.-ai«iinvd but a manly reGiiiaK£ 
or d Iptriii-wis fub:v..Olon* NoCl 
but an ui rcmMtiouHl iunt3^r-0^ 
fat{st\ tiiC piidc oi their eneaaici* 
hnd been, to avoid fo enorino* 

cvii| tiut Con^rcffe had leciikr 
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Dfclaration of Independency, 
:h alone could \A'.u:q them on a 
"•er ti-MK.njr to withfnmd ihtir e- 
,i?s, and to prornre them, in cafe 
lecd, the a!ji!lnnce of frifuds. 
ir caufe had prospered in a man- 
that had even outpjoiie their ex- 
ations. The enemy had been 
d in a variety of attemps, frf»m 
:h tliey had entertained no doubt 
icccfsy and Iiad dearly paid for 
idvantaij;e<5 they Iwd latejy gain- 
But thcfe had little fo>Pi!tj:,.and 
Id not laft, when once dttt' Ame- 
is had reunited their now fc^ittcr- 
■)rces. Thcfc, however, had not 
led to the foe; their difperfion 
occafioned meroly from the (lioit- 
of the term of enliftment, and the 
ilualiry with which the foldiers 
been difchargcd at its expiration. 

• was die only caufeof the diftrefs 
lich the public was now reduced ; 
:h, howcNTr, would fpecdily be 
;died by the arrangements that 
i to take place in future. Thcfe 
Id cfFotflually pi event a repetition 
le difficulties under which they 

were labouring, lliey aflured 
n, at the fame time, that foreign 
s had already rendered them cf- 
al fervices, and had given them 
moft pofir i ve aifuranccs of further 
With fuch a profpefk of afTif- 
c on tlicone hand, and of the nii- 
s tlicy would be fubjeftcd to, if the 
ny was not refilled on the other, 

would be (hamefully wanting to 
ifelves, if they did not combine 

• whole ftrenpth for the protefllou 
\ many valuable obje<5ts now at 
•• 

jch was the fnbftancc of the re- 
rntation made by the Congrefs to 
people of Americ4. It produced 
•rdingly the defired efic^s. They 
lixnoufly determined to evert 
nfelvcs to the utmoft in tliis fea- 
rf univtrfal danger* and to fend 
tevcr reinforcements could be 
;di to jpin ihofc forces tliat lay In 
vicinity of .Philadelphia. Th* 



protcjf^ion of that rich and important 
city, now became tlie principal objc»ft 
*of attention ; and it was rcfolved to. 
leave nothinj^ untriod, to prevent il^ 
from fallinir into the pofTolIionof the 
Britilh troops, 

Excluiive ofHhe natural dreiid of 
being cxpofrd to the mercy <}{ a v\c* 
torlfius' enemy, the Ameiricanj wore 
at" this junLl:ure particularly apprc- 
herjlivi?^ of the Hcirians, and ih*j other 
pef'mans-iin the pay ol'Groiit liiitain; 
Of. air the meal urc^; that had bee A 
X ilk en again ft t!i*em,. ^JijII of hii^hoj 
*fbrcicnfci»s to iiivaJe their cotintry, 
had given tlicm the Kighcft-'pfFcncc. 
. Britillt folJicrs, tlinnq;!! afting in the 
capacity of f ^es, rtill retained the 
fefilings of countrymen, and would 
not (hed their blood without fome 
compun(5lion. They were l)f)rn and 
bred in a country noted for humanity 
and the conftitution of which incul- 
cated mildnefs. But the Hcflians 
were of a ferocious difpofition : cdu- '^ 
catcd under a dcfpotic government, 
they knew no rights but tnofe offeree. > 
Their manners were haughty and 
violent; they carried deOruftion, 
wherever they were maflers, plunder- 
ing all before them without dirtind^ion, 
and committing the moil barbarous 
ravages. 

They hadf it was faid, been told, 
before their departure from Germany, 
that they wereto be put in polFcdlon of 
the lands of iliofe whom they cdft- 
quered ; and they were full of tliis ex- 
pectation at tlieir arrival. But upon 
difcovering their miftake, they rc- 
folved however to make themfelves 
amends by appropriating whatever 
they could lay their handB upon. In 
this manner thev carried on a fierce 
and predatory war ; fparing nothing 
that came in their way, and behaving 
with a rapacioufnefs and iniblcncc 
that rendered them dcfervedly objects 
of execration. 

Such was the piflure which the A- 
mericans drew of the Hefllans, Bat 
thr: i\ox. oti\7 itvc^t^^ ^^^ ^^v'vr.^^ 
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tl.ci.i cqiijil; y as bale mcrccnane^t were aJurefleJ ; who^ being flic 

T'aj^ 1 . c«'iii!ii I in'iruc ■'■.«1 rf» tural enemiet oi this coui:«ry, w 

flaii'.liier ;i | << j le, v ith vhcm ihey rf a>»irlc cnctnnajfc every report 

C(.iilci t ive no pieteiice to (lu.iiici, in . jurir.us to its reputation. Tlie Fn 

obe(.ii-,-nc<r to ;i ioverei;i;ti, wlic», like vho tivvn the commencement o 

thfm, WH^ influenced bv no motive c^nteiJ, were the fccrct abettn 



but tlMtofpay. 

'Pic conJ'ii'l of the H-tTMn^ was 
extrL'meiy otfcnfive to the Uriiilh 
con inlanders ; but they were t«>o 
powcifula body to reilrain by c<>m- 
puhion, :*s they conii»o'ed almoil 
one half «»rthe army. N'»twi!hlland 
in^ the prudence and ftcidto'-'f-* with 
which General Ho-.re conducted him- 
felf ujwn this cnicrjjency, it was not 
pnlUble to rertrain their exccifo, nor 
even to prevent them from I'preadin^ 
an»oni: tlic Britifli troops, in a depjree 
to wh'ch they would not have cer- 
tair.ly been carried, had they not had 
fuch examples for a plea. 

nie depredations of the Hcflims 
grew at laft, it was faid, fo enormous 
th.it the fpoils they were loaded with 
became an abfoluie incumbrance to 
them ; and a frequent impediment 
in the difcLarge of their military du- 
ties. 

The defolation of the Jerfeys was 
one of the confeqiiences of this fpiiit 
of rapine. The Americans who ad- 
hered to Britaiuy attributed to it the 
fuhfequent decline of tlie Briiilh caule 
in thofe and other paits. As the dc- 
vadatfon was extended indifcriminate- 
ly to friend and foc« it equally exaf- 
perated both parties ; it confirmed 



the Americans, openly cmiotena 
7i\\ their accufations, and propag 
them every where, in order to p 
dice a people, again ft whom they 
prepaiinvr to ai^ avowedly an li 
j»art, aticr having long sided z 
lidious one. 

In the mean time, the appmn 
winter be^an to alarm the All 
cans for the falety t^i' Congrefs. 
the Britilh troops lay cantoned of 
banks of the Delaware veiling tin 
portunity of a froU, to crofs it vil 
oppofition* it was judged ad«ij 
for them to remove to Baltimo 
Maryland 9 which lay at a coiifi 
ble d ilia nee. 

By their departure the dtf 
thrown into the utmofl conii 
The awe which tlieir prefen 
fpired, red rained that party* 
though inimical to Britain, ha 
pofed the declaration of independ 
As it found itfelf unable, wbiki 
to refill the torrent of that fapa 
wUich fupported the power d 
grcfsy it now united with that 
which was well affe^ed to the 
of Bt itain. 

The retreat of the Congcc 
diifcntions prevailing in the An 
nictropohsy the fuccefies ofll 



the eiintiry of the one, and railed up tilh aims, and the danger dx 

tlireatencd on every (ide» bq 
operate powerfully upon fltti 
itividuals. The imprcfliMI 
upon fome was fuch, that A 
Philadelphia, and came over 
Britiih quarccis, to claim die 
fits of fuhmiirion. 

Thofe wh'i remained in dP 
were fo refolute in oppofingdbi 



anew enmity in the c«ther; and it 
injured the Britiih interctl in ail the 
0)lonies. 

But, unhappily, the mifchicf was 



not confined to Amcrca. The ac- 
counts which were fent to Kurojje hy 
the enemies of Britain, reprefcnted 
the behaviour of its troops in Co ican- 
daloiis a light, as could not tail to ^f« 

fcA the charaAcr of the BritiQi nation, fines of Congrelsi that thiSqfJIi 

Dnubllefs thefe accounts wei e exag:' e- prevented it from being puthRil 

rafed ; but they were not the lot's in- turc of defenceyas it had beoJil 

///ZcTi/ upon by thofe to v:hcin \]1\v:y t^. ^civti A^ .&SDasL'^{^af|||| 
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of ihcfe difturbances, was Full of thcfc notions, they laid a- 

io detach a confiderable part fide all carefnlncfs and vigilance, 

tnallforcey in order to quell They became inattentive to the mo- 

t'ons of the Americans ; and were 

hough he fijeceeded in fup- wholly taktTi up with th- fe licentious 

his opponents wiiliin, he was courles lh.it had rendered them Co 

Mirly apprehenlions from the od»«»iis. It was in a great meal'uie 

)le enemy that threatened owing to the hatred that was borne 

:hout, and that was now fta- them on thef? accounts, that fo much 

ifuch a manner, as indicated alacrirv wis fhewn inrmcinring with 

lefigii to f(jrce a pidfage into the projr«5t that was fri^rming agaiufl 

phia, the moment the froft them. Pnvjite ^ni no Ity was no lei* 

n. powerful on thisoccalion thaa pubiic 

sedation of that opportunity, fpi»it 

ih troops were placed in can- General Walhingtnn availed him- 

s, ertendin^r from Bnmfwick felt of this difj-rlition, to execute the 

Rariton, to the Delaware, plan he had n\ view, wiiich was 10 ;ur- 

cupied a chain of towns and prize them in their quatuiN, wlnie 

through the heart of the Jer- they lay at a duUnce fmm eachoUier. 

d had ftrctchcd tlicir quarter's 'I his was the only niL'thod remaining 

le latter river, into fcveral to attack them with any l)0|>e ot luc 

r^rdermg upon Philadelphia, cefs ; as when united, their force was 

Ithftanding the fcverity of fuch, as to overwiidm the fmall num 

n. General Waflrington de- ber» to which he was n'.»w reduced* 

i to make feme attempt on Should he delay tnis attempt, they 

Liarters of the Britiih army would undoubtedly co]lc<^tiluii wnole 

nearell to that city, in hope fticngthy the moment they found the 

^ngand conftraining them to Delaware was fudiciently frozen to 

to a lefs alarmmg ftation. afford tliem a paifage. As this was 

of HeiSans by at Trenton ; daily expe^ed, the intended attempt 

at Bordentown, fome miles admitted of no proci all nation. At 

and a third was pofted at all events it would prove or fervice, 

:on : and thefe three towns by obliging them to withdr.iw to more 

the Delaware, the lad with- diftant qiiarters, when they found 

ty miles of Phi^adelphra. themfelves unfafe from the molelia- 

tefiicceffes had infpfred them tibn of the enemy in thofe which they 

9refumptio:9, and confidence occupied : this would give time for 

military fuperiority, and a the fdcco«rs that were hallening, 

>t of the Americans,, that was from various quarters, to join him^ 

leans judifiable. lliey for- to compofe a llrength, which might 

many caufes that had con- enable him effediuliy to proteift Phi- 

to the defeats of thefe ; and kdelphia, and the Provnice of Pen | 

> ready to afcribe them entire- nl'ylvania^ from the incurfion that wa9 

;eir own valour. la confe- projeded againil them. 
)f this idea, they looked upon A confiderable proportion of the 

a people quite broken and force which General Washington had 
ed, from whom they had under his command at this time, con- 
henceforth to apprehend, and (ifted of men drafted from the mili* 
ley might treat asthey thought tia of Pennfyivania and Virginia* 
without any danger of reta- though new levies, they were expert 

in their ezercif ey and good raarldJonRO* 
When \ncot^TiOL^4 fwi5^^oSfcN»\i» 
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aud cut ofF the retreaC of cbc ea 



Yud remained with him, on the A- 
jiK'riv.\Ln aiiTiy's late ciilh.inJing, awd 
\^lio weie il.c Ul-II troop', lie had; lii«:y 
v;ouId, it was rcafniubly expct^lcJ, 
become fhortly no contemptible lol- 
dicis tiicml'-lvc?:, and fully liipplv tiic 
place of thofc wl:n had Ictl him. Tlicy 
Lad a powcrtul nu):ivc to lliir.ulntc 
them to exert tlieinfclvcs ; the certain- 
.ty, that v.ere the enemy to penetrate 
Mito the country, ihcy would ihcw it no 

lTK»re favpur tlian they had done to 

thofc of which they Iiadtalicnpoifcirion. 
General Walhingtou havingairem- 

bled as confidcrable a force as he 

could collect in ih : vicinity, and as 

the expcditioufnwfi with which he 

mufl A^ would permit, divided it in- 
to three bodies ; they were each to 

arrive at th^ pLce ot' appointment on giment into difnrder, and obliged 

the evening cf the twenty fifth of * ' -i-n. „ 

l>eccmber. The full was to crofs 

the Dclawaie at Trenton ferry, a 

little below the town ; the fecond 

fomewhat lower than Lordentown ; 

the third divifion he commanded in 

perfon, accompanied by Generals 

Sullivan and Green. It confuled of fiflance, and their artillery !b 

Dear three thoufand oi' the bell men lliey were at lad complete!] 

in the American fervice ; he had al- 
io a tniin of twenty Held pieces. He 

inarched at the head of his divifion 

to a ferry fome miles above Trenton, 

with an intent to pafs it at midnight ; 

.which would enable him to arrive at 

Trenton by break of day, and furprize 

the enemy b;:fore they could make 

ready to receive him. But he was fo 

retarded by the difficulty of breakin^^ 
the ice, for the pa/Fagc of the bo. us, 



Noiwitlidanding the retiudi 

they met with, and that it wu 

broad .day, the enemy did ooi 

cover them, till one of his det 

polls was attacked«^by the Gea 

divifion, and the out-guards oi 

lower fide of the town were ate 

by the other. Aifailed in this ; 

petered manner, . Colonel RaIIe» 

was the ccnunanding officer at * 

ton, made every efFcrt that ooi 

cxpc<^tcd from a veteran of gres 

periencc and bravery. He fo 

his own regiment with' the ol 

celerity, and advanced at the be 

it to fuppott the party that had 

Rrll attacked ; but it was now i 

in fuch confufion, that it threw h 

ifni der, and oblige 

ret lie inio the town, 'iliey 

rallied, and brought again tod 

the enemy by Colonel Ralle ; b 

his receiving a mortal woiuk 

was competed to quit the comn 

and his troops, difpirited by tU 

cident, wqre broken after afluii 



rounded ; and after making a 
lef:> endeavour to retreat, they 
compelled to funendcr. 

The number of llain upon tUs 
fion was not confiderable on 
fiJe i but that of prifoners was 
a thoufand. None cfcaped but 
as lay at a didance from theft 
action, in places further down-d 
vcr. Had the two other ditifi 
General Waihington's little ann 
able to crofs the DelawaTe» s 
he could land h\% pai ty on tl.e oppofitc pc fed, the whole corps ftaliM 
fhore ; and when this had been efi'cclcd, Trenton, mull unavoidaUy hi 
a heavy dorm cffnuwand hail render- 
ed the roads fo flipper y, tliat it was 
paLl eight o'clock before they reached 
the prccindls of Trenton. The Ge- 
neral had upon landings ordered a 
divifion of his men to take the lower 
road on the water fide, while he pro- 
ceeded with the other on the uppc r 
read, the more cffc6tual^y io(unovLi\Oi 



that it was four in the morning before 



kn into his hands ; but the K 
rendered the river impaffable* 
1 n confequence of not being. 
by thefe two divilionsthe ttflii 
Deliware. His own was taj 
to maintain its gr6uiid|-jpn| 
force that would infauiwyi^^ 
cut againd him, on rccchd 
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ie cnemylay in tlic nei^rl.bour- 
rrenton, and nii^ht in a few 
ad'embled. 

eluni to riiiladclplr.a, with 
conlidcrable niinil>cr of pri- 
vjLs a circumllance the more 
, as it \vas totallf unexpciflcd. 
"ize a body oF veterans, and 
: them in their own quart eiVs, 
aclioii that no peajiic dmil 
lee cxjc'itcd by troops lb 
fciior to them In military dil- 
«id experience. Such as were 
fly inclined, attributed this 
to the inierpoliticn of Pro- 
; which liad purpofely fuf- 
mcrica to bj reduced to the 
bhof dillrcfs, in order to teach 
)t to rely fo much upon their 
gngth, as on itiat of an ail-rul- 
er. Thole jOuthvi Dthcrhtind, 
jofe to account for events from 
caufes, afcribod this lurprifmg 
iltlllans to the fupincncfs of 
luducl, in ncgle«fling to keep a 
look out, and in holding their 
in too much contempt, to ima- 
at they would have the bold- 
conceive, and the ability to 
{o hazardous an undertaking. 
: fuccefs of this expedition, 
: coufidered as one of tlic moll 
ibic circunulances that bcfel 
Tiericans in the \vho?e courfe 
war. It Iiappencd at a time, 
nothing lefs could have fup- 
die Icail hope of their bein^ 
extricate thcmf<;lves from their 
ailments. Neither they, nor 
enemies imagined they could 
M many months ; and multi- 
nere now preparing to make 
i condikions tliey could with 
qucror. 

capture of thcfe foreign mer- 
ts, who had done tliem lb much 
rf, and of whom they had flood 
h in dreadt gave a new turn 
r difpofitioQ. It removed at 
LI the fears tliey were in for 
ivoiiritc city : it taught them, 
ej had ieiii lu nppvchsiid from 



thcfe (Irangcrs, than from the Britilh 
troops, over whom their or.ly Aipoii- 
ority was in the cxercifc of rj{>iri.;. 
None of tlicfc li id yet iliiu-icd thciT]- 
fclves V) be furprizcd in lb carekis 
and unfoldicrlike a maiiucr. 

Such were the ideas and reflections 
of the .Americans upon this occur- 
rjrce. The report of it was ro:)nfj)re.id 
with the utmoll care and dili^oncj 
throughout the continent, in order to 
animate the people, an J recall liiem 
in mtheirlate deprelTion. Itpruduced 
indantaneous etPe^fts in the paus ad- 
jacent to Philadelphia. Nnmb,:rs of 
the mo.'l refolate and able bodied men 
in Pcnnfylvania, joined tlieir coimtry- 
mcn who were aireaiy \vitii General 
Wafhington ; and they all behaved 
with particular bravery in thcl..b.:ii- 
ous operations that took place dur- 
ing the cnfuing winter. 

Nor were the contiguous Pro- 
vinces deficient in their atri.laaci up- 
on this emergency. The ciiticalnefi 
of it was obvious to all the Piovinci- 
al AlTemblies, and they negle^Sted 
nothing that could tend to fo necef- 
fary a fervice as that in which their 
General was fo deeply engaged. 
Thole Provinces from which he 
derived the mofl eirc<ftual aid, were 
thofe of Virginia and Maryland : the 
iirft fupplied him with a good body 
of riflemen ; the feco-^d, with fomj 
regiments compofed of the bell men 
that could be drafted fn)m the regi- 
ments o'n their eftablilhmcr.t. 

The aLirm and concern occaGonc'l 
at New York by tlds afraiv, v/as ecjiLil 
to the furprize and indignation whicii 
was felt by the commander in chicf- 
The chain of cantonments had been 
fo difpofcd that nothing but an un- 
pardonable negligence, could h.ivj 
cxpiBcd any of them to be infulted by 
the enemy with impunity. The ad- 
vanced polls, efpecially, were fo llron^; 
and the communication between them 
fo quick and eafy, that the efforts of a 
brplcii aud fcAUWil v.\xcccv?. ^v^\W 



2d6 history of T H L LATE W A I 



pr.dibly hnvc made any imprcflion 
iipc'n thorn, had ihcy exerted chc Iciiit 



vii>ii:mcc. 



Tlii*» unfortun'titc affair was attend- 
ed by I'uirhcr ronreqii«rncos,th.U piov- 
cd very detrimental to the iniercl't of 
i^riiain in America : it much dinii- 
riilhcd, if it did not cnlircK icm<ivc, 
the terror with wh ch the P.ovir.cials 
h;id hitherto bcl.cid the HelTIans ; an-* 
uhat was, perhaps, no Ki- prcj:iJicial, 
it abated the eticcm which the Biitifh 
troops had conceived for them, and 
leiTmed ihc conHJcnoe with which 
ihcy had been relied upon before. 



riT 



The Americans bcjan now to re- 
vive on ever)' fide. Reinforcements 
came to General Wafhington from 
various part.-, and he a^ain found 
hinifelf at the head of an annv. He 
now rcpallcd the Delaware, and took 
up hii quarters at Ticnton. Lord 
Cornwallis, who was purpofingt** re- 
turn to Knghmd, was, upon this intel- 
ligence , obliged to hallcn buck to 
the Jerfcys ; and General Grant 
moved with all fpced fri»m Brunfv.ick 
loPiiiict-town ! with all the ti^oops 
that were tlationcd in tlic^fe parts. 

'I'hc Americans were (li ongly poll- 
ed at Trenton Creek, the bridge in 
their front, with other palfes well de- 
fended wiih Ciinnon. Lord Corn- 
wallis advanced upon them with all 
expcditioufncfs, intending to attack 
them before they had completed thrir 
works. Several ikirmiihes enfued, 
followed by a very leveie cannonade 
on both fidc3 ; but the p^ll had been 
fo flrcngthened, that notwithrtandnig 
a very ipiiitcd attack, it could not be 
c irried. 

Dal knefs put an end to the engage- 
ment, which was intended to be re- 
newed the next morning. But Ge- 
neral Wafhington, whoii; intention it 
was to decline it, refolveJ, in the 
mean time, to make a fccond trial»in 
I he nature of that wherein he had fo 
V'll fiicceeded at rrtnton. 

A Britifli brivrade was Rationed at 
?'i jiki-Li.'C;idj it town fiiuated half way 



between Trenton and Prino 
^^hcre Colonel Mawhood hf 
the fcventcenth, fortieth, and 
htth regiments. He had halct 
in his maich f:om IWimiVid 
Was to fcl out early the next mr 
This boily of men OenctMl Wii 
ton projioicd to Ciime npon b; 
prize, while at a Jilimcc frcm 
hoping to capture them in thi 
manner as he had done the H 
at TrtntoH. 

To this intent it wai neceflsir 
he fliould deceive thofe who we 
camped oppofite to hrmy bj let 
to remain in his own camp. Tl» 
Were kept up, parties left to j 
rounds, and a dct«chnicnt le 
guard the bridge and the piA 
With the icmatnder lie decani|ii 
the piofoundei} fdcncc, durip{ 
(leatl of the night ; and taking! 
circuit, to avoid the brigad 
Maidenhead, he fell in next mot 
with Colonel MawhrH)dy who ha 
gun Ids march at break of day, 
was advancing on the road to Bila 
head. The hazincfs of the im 
and the unevennefs of tlie gn 
prevented the Colonel from fie 
iiig the numbci s of the enemy. * 
van tird attacked him, htn this 
eafily repuli'ed ; and he cont 
his m.'trch, not cxpcdling farthfl 
legation. 

but General Wafhington hi 
arranged hi:> force (6 as to aflai 
on both fides, he was again fttr 
attacked, and fhortly {untM 
He found, by the repi^ated difid 
that were made where the fift; 
reeiment was following htlDy I 
was in the fame fituation. 

On the clearing up of the f 
peiccived the great fuperioritj'i 
force tliat encountered hinit an 
he was cut off from the ochd 
meiits. — Notlitng could* cxtriori 
but the moft defperate effotti | 
were made accordingly i Am' 
mcnt charged the cnenif wtt 
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.^nd by dint f)r the nioftet- rather prevent a d.irVjt, than gaAi ^ 
ry valour, foi ccd tlieir way vi»5tory. 

htm, and marched forwards Wlicther thefp r.^preferitations v.-crc 
nhcad. well or ill founded, cciMin it is, that 

ity-fifih rcg'tncnt behaved an antipathy, mixed with contenipr, 
efsrefolutioii : finding it im- prevailed amonii: the Afnericanji wiik 
Ic to join the ieventccnth refpcct of the HelTians : it la!lei the 
; with Colonel Mawhood, whole war, and is not forgott;m a: 
ired in excellent order ; and this day. 

tanding the violence with Norwichftandin? the American Gi- 
ey were attacked, they made ncral niilcarried in his original defigi, 
ir retreat to lirunlVnck. yet the fpirit with which it had been 

irtie^h rsgiinont, which had actempted, and the brave: y difpuiyei 
uii its march when the two in tlic late confliifls by the Amcricm 
'ere attacked, determined to troops, did boih Iiim and them great 
s way back in tlie fame man- luMiour. The dillicnlty of m mcain- 
!ic fifty-fifth. It was affailed ing poih fo far in tiie enemy's couii- 
imericans with great impe- try, obliged the Royal army to rc- 
and its fate remained fomc tire from the bank's of the Dolawarct 
decided ; but it was cqadly and to mwc towards Brunfwick, in 
il with the two others, and order to prevent it, with the troops 
leans to retire with fafety, and and magazines lodged there, fi om 
th fmailer lofs. faUing into the power of the enemy. 

lefe three feparate engage- Lord Cornwallis made fevcral mi)* 
the Britifli troops behaved tions to draw them to an engagement 
intrepidity and a coolnefs o^ but General VVaihington didTnot chaie 
le, which excited the admira- to commit the adyanta;^:s he had 
d even the praifeof the Amc- gained to the chance of a battle. 
Happening fo clofe upon the which might in one day deprive him 
r the Hclfians at Trenton, it of what it had cod him many to ob- 
ned compariffms between their tain. 

ur and that of the Britifh But while he declined an engaga 
that were very unfavourable ment, he was not the Icfs adive in re 
ormer. There was no occafi- covering what had been \Mi in the 
Americans faid, of going to Jerfcys. Dividing his army into dr- 
ny in fcarch of foldiers, atfo tachments, that could be re-united iti 
»us a price : expciicncc (how- a few hour's notice, he fprcad then., 
much better were to be found as it were, over the Province. As 
e. they met with every fupport and ai* 

n this period, the Americans fjllancc which a people, irritated to 
red the Heflians as mu'-h lefs the higheft degree againfl a retreating 
iible than, the Britifh troops, enemy could afford to their delivc- 
ways exprcflcd lefs apprchen- rers, they quickly rcpodc/led them- 
vben any military operation fdvcs of all die pofts of impoitanoe 
>mmittcd to them. They re- in the intcrioi' parts of the countr , 
ed them as a heavy and tardy and at lad extended thcmfelrcs to 
, IV >t deficient in courage and the very fliorcs in fight* of State:i 
y patience and difcipline, but Ifland. Here they poded themfelve:) 
g in diligence, and adivity : foadvantageoufly, and fortified every 
vood their ground, but their place they had retaken fo drongly^k 
i were of a nature that would that conddailn^ x!tx (.^^"cwri ^^ ^^ 
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l-:ai>ii, .mJ tlio c-^nr?]iicnl difncnl'v- pnimifirij:, that they bad 

«'i ilic KT'icf;, ii bcciime impia.^ri- themfclves \\i:h the complet 

« .iI)1l- tn dil"! vi^^.- 'l;cm a: :hc yJiclLTit. to the pliin tifccnuv-ieil that I 

""i I'" < rly plac"^ t!;iT rfniiiincJ in ihc adopted, .ind cxT>TciTeJ mud 

j;r!lVil'««n tf rhe i>il'ifh ;imiy in the at its not having been pr 

vAu ]c Pp -v ir cc i f J c i u v , a lt»: A m- fo< >ner. Th? di iloluticin of t! 

boy, liiiMt'd ( n :t r.-.clc ol l.iiti! :it tlio rican :irmy w.is looked upo 

liiouifi rr*.?!-: Karlt'-n, and "riirfwick infidliMc procf th;tt the < 

a little \v:iy li^ilicr I'li the iUiiic rlvtr. were a»rc;idy weary of the 

\Vh:it pTivi:r.:;.d t-t. encnn* from and defirnus of j^iving it ove 

j*ci'//in«x ihrrp, as he li::d di-iic the cribing if to other ciiufes d 

It'll, WHS t]i.i^ ili'.y v.-.Tc open to trac oiic, iJicy were perl uado 

t!:c fliippir:^, anil al hai.l .to be ini- dtfirienry ot tin^nces, and a 

nicciiaicly ;.nd cn".vlually rwppoiied dclpondcncy luJ occaiionedi 

^v li.c "ic.it i'»icc that lava: new thit little or no refiilance 

i(il:. h«:ncefor'.v^.>d be made. Thci 

'i'.'ie fudJer.Tirfii (aT t^i^ recovery of with wy.icli people had ch 

tie -in:cr:.Mn atiairs iVom a llate '»!* thelc ide:i<, was nit greater tl 

1'^ n.uch cilitrci's, 'o Aich itnlcokcd d:'n^) wiiii whiih they wctc 

fi»r prurpcijry, wa^ a matter r< u::or wJicn they foundhoir wrongl 

:<M(jr.iil.P'.ent fo -ail the world. In notions had been founded. 

Prirain it \\iis pre.'imitd iliat thcwar Nor were the E^iropcan n 

was partly at an ai;J, andthatafcw lefs furprifed at this unezped 

fiii'iliinc; III' l:':s v.otild icrnanate the telligcnctf fnm America. Tbt 

bufinelli In the c^Mrfe of the next cam- in a manner given up the hope 

pai'Mi. It was thcicforc wiih equal had formed in favour of the Cw 

fii'.f and- aih r.ilh rati.: iliey were in- The maritime !lren::th of B 

fnnrir-J that C'.nt.;;!) \Val!iir.<rion had the couraj^c and fiipcriordifcipl 

f vtriiat! :i !.In icir t". (;ri the ditiicnl- her troops, the a fFillanceofaaxi 

ties ixl.ith it vi*. ri:n:''y believed, deomcii as brave a people a* J 

he rr.nid not nolT'Mv riiriiir-unt : that Germany, and whofe chief pro 

by his arHvity and thxiroiis maiia;;e- is that of war, and above allth 

ment, lie had ci-.r.ijuilcd the Ilriliih di;;ious rcfoiirces of the Brit 

!:•;( j>s I'l wi'.hJra'.v *.vr.rA the ntigh- verr.mcnt ; all thcie were T 

In sivhctd of l*Iiil iilclph.ia, and to that inrliiicd multitudes to ihii 

r v.;c'i itp till' r.o'. Jtueof J'^-fey ; that the Colonics would x^ot be i 

h. ^^.: . in li ji -• r^ij c»5ts become niai- itanda long cnntcft. Othcn^i 

■ : . t li e ;:•!.! ; r.^.(* w::^ a-ain at the lelvinjj on llic accounts gf 

]i .ivI'Tn r«.ii!:iu;i:..le lw\:v (?!' rrcn, tlic iaurail fitaatio-.i of the 

v-'h V..! i.l. )i.' r.rnle iMniiiiiti.il i-a.nr- trv, had conceived another C 

i- r.:»t! r-. i].L rr i:r.::v K-niul ilit" Ihi- T. 'v c^niectr.red, that the IB 

♦.:.(. ("l f;i:aM.-r-, a:/! ih.-t thfli. wrre lb ii.-ii.»ns toimed by the hand 

{•. '»i.!itiK-u, t};ar i)«.y ve7c ol/:i::c.l I'arw to military operations ii 

ti' !.-• ;.ci|is.tr;i-Iy c-n their ^uard to i-ea, would, thcmfelvcs^ ret 

i^rf. ' :it 'arpi iiV. pctl^Tcfs of the Britifli arois ai 

K( •.^ it v.'s th.!l people ber^an tr^ bat eireclually for the Ani 

dirn.iis th«'H: fa!'.;'.i:i':v e^prctarif nv of l>iit:hetran(ii<5iioxjsofthclafttJ 

:l fi 'Ci'dy i\ dr.. Vit n i .f A n-.; i ica , v. h.i' li had rtR;;gerw'd tlicm* and ll 

had bet'n fa iMoJoTT.'a'ti f. Jaihc'- ihe be;ian to coincide with dS?' 

lart canipai;;n. Th:: hJ^ceffes ll,at ptrraalion, that AmcruflL^Ojl 

had attended it li.id appeared fo fp.hr: :1: to Dntam^ ' " . 

biiniun:, ar.d tic t«:m*it-a-votv of'vi fo Tlvo^i-Jilhiil- yAOxH'A 
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f;:rveot as ever on the fide 
If y« t tlicir hopes were be- 
famt, when the nt^s$ of 
fwccilji of General Wafh- 
»•«! in h 11 rope. No intcUi- 
1 be more welcome : ihey 
a« if they had been as 
erned, and were to be as 
Bicd by it ns tlic Aineri- 
•Ives. It revived tl»e droop- 
ofi^ll tilt numerous encmirs 
Such *as had doubted of 
I of the Colonics to refiil 
mbraccd the contrary be- 
ach as had jmnj^ined from 
imped iincnts which %vuuld 
a fu: jugntion of them was 
)le, wcie coDlirmed in their 
Allapprehcnlions vanifli- 
junt of r^mericaa and (he 
moufly pronounced to be 
anger with rc(pcd to Bri- 

le of General Wa(hinp;ton 
e famous ov<y all Europe. 
Ities he had (Iruggled with^ 
md abilities he had inani' 
>erftverance in the midll of 
.coura^'emeuts» his patience 
noil affl:6liiig preflures, hit 

watching for opportunities 
e them, his cundu^ in im- 
m to the utmoit»<»all thcfe 
;s to place him in a mud 
)d rtfpcdbble light. H« 
where extolled as the fa* 
. country, and as an honour 
le world where he was born, 
tras compared to Home| 
) to the lad extremities by 
us arms of Hannibal ; and 
ion of Fabiusi who rcfcued 
:(lru6lion« was now univer- 
i to General WafhingiQn* 
ge)ieral enthufiafm of t|i0 
lations in the caufe of A- • 
was however allowed that 

had befallen the armies of 
.^hey had behaved upon 
ion with ab intrepidity that 
fledged even by their cne- 
t f»s tii^cnt th$t (be bcai 



difadvant;iget agaiiifl them were fa 
many, that no gcneralihip or valour- 
could counfcpadt them. The irregu* 
larity of the land, interfe£led by fuek 
vanVty of bars and impediments to^ 
military operations, ibrmed as it were» 
t perpetual chain of ramparts ap^ainlt 
all attacks: the meai>s of defence 
were fupplicd by nature, and were too 
numerous and powerful to be over« 
come by the exert toosi of art. 

Thus circumftanced, though neither 
ikill nor bravery were wanting on the 
part of the Brttifh commanders and 
troopst ft ill they were txtrcifcd in vaia 
upon a country that flipped, asSt were 
through their hands, the moment they 
moved from one part of it, in order 
to fccure another. It was experimeo* 
tally foundfthat none but armies of the 
moti prodigious magnitude would 
fufEcefor fuch a fyllem of hoiliHties,aa 
were indifpenfibly neceffary to muke a 
fuccefsful impreflion upon A.menca.-<« 
But had Britain been able to raife and 
tranfport fuch armies to America* 
they mufl have beenfamiflied for want 
of fiibfiltence. It was with the utmofl 
difficulty that proviilons were procured 
for the Britilh forces already thcren • 
and it would not be poffible to fupport 
a larger number. The fertility ot the 
conutry waa no refource, as the inha« 
biuuts were maftertof all its produc<i 
t ion sand ufcd all manner of care and 
iiuiuiiry to with-hold them from, or to 
render them «>f uo fervice to their ag» 
grifictrs. This was an obftacle which 
no allurements cf gain could funpouut. 
Tiity had been tried, but the hatred 
and animofity of ihenativcshadfiuftrat* 
ed them, and bad cut off every hope 
pf fucceeding by fuch mtthodf. Ttiule 
cf force were the only that remained ; 
but the blood that was filed to make 
^them iSl'Ctqal, was a price that too 
frequently exceeded their value. Suck 
were the allegations of numbers* 

The AmerUranjB, it was faid, ppflefT- 
ed the genius and capacity of the 
European nattont Cxom >9«Vi\0ck >^^ 
were dc(ceiiiiLcd% \,\»a^C(x^x V>J^ ^"^^ 
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temper and diTpoGrion of the onginal 
naiives of the continent which they 
inhabited. From ihe firft they deriv- 
ed the ftrength uf miiid, vivacity of 
adion, and the piomp:itude to learn 
and improve, whic!i gavtr the Europe- 
ans fo decided a fupcriority over all 
other people: from the fetond, they 
acquired that patience and fortitude 
which fo peculiarly ch;traderire the 
American Indians. From thcfe mixed 
qualitiea, firinuc£i in their refulutionst 
and a perfcverance in their uudei tak- 
ings, that rendered them a dangerous 
foe to encounter, to whatever itraita 
they mijtht be reduced. 

OppreflVd in thirincefTint manner by 
every imaginable diffi.;uity, the differ- 
ence of a climate, wheiein the wea- 
ther is fubJL'dt to fuch extremities of 
change, a country full of internal ob- 
ftru£Lioiis, and a people iufl.xioly bent 
to relift them to the lait, and abound- 
ing in means to harafs and perplex 
them in every (hape, it was often faid, 
the aim id that could be rxpcAed from 
the Britiih troops in fuch a lituatiouy 
would be to bvhave like men of cou- 
rage, and to prcfrrve their honour. 

The manner of Currying on the war 
was pcrfedly faitcd to thecharader 
of the Americans ; full of acutenefs 
and circumipcdion, and fertile in con* 
trivaoces and Uratagem?. Hence eve- 
ly poll that was tenable, was fortified 
in the moil judicious manner, and de- 
fended wiih eq lal obitiiiacy. — Initead 
of regular engagement h, tor which the 
enemy might have time to prepare, 



fudden cflcouatera were fought,vki^ 
in, if they obtaioed no other advaat^ 
they were fure of wafting tbc tft^ 
of the enemy, who muft be nenHd 
from an iinmcmfe dilUnce, whikckt 
lofs woald be fupplied without d^ 
Depending upon furprifalt, tfaeyiot 
indefatigable in exploring and ukiif 
thebcft ufe of opportunities lotU 
intent ; this of coarfe, fatigued ik 
attention of their antagoniftj, ■! 
kept them in continual alarmi. 

Reprefeatations of chtg kiodM^i 
place equally abroad and ukm 
Here, indeed, the warmth cf itai] 
who had avowedly difapproved sfn 
American war, became ootMii 
They now infifted upon thertdinikl 
of the many arguments they idi\ 
ledged againll it*; all which, they sir 
faid, were veri6ed by the £uftl cf j 
pcricnce. They admoniflied WL, 
who were at the head of affairiitsJ^Iji 
fift from an entcrprife, from wUiil 
h'*d fo often been predi<^d,udUil|| 
now made it evident, that ooblj 
crfs could reafonably be cxpcAUi 
The calamities with which it hadkMi 
acciimpaniifd were great, but iKcytMl 
nothing to thufe that wt»uld Ul^m 



it thufe who began, dill __ 
p'-rHiied in fuch ruinous mcsfiMli 
i^efcre a trial .of them had becii 
tbevtiad juflly been pronouncedl 
ous ill the extreme ; but now tbstl 
fatality wis unqueflionable, it 
be unpardonable in men who pi 
to have the public welface it faoi^^ 
puifuc them any lunger. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



'a tf Confederacy between the United Colonies— -Indians re- 
id by tbe Americans. — Winter Campaign in the Jerjeys* 

1775. 



FRING the operationi that were 
carried 00 bj the Britifh army, 
1 Howe, and the American 
nder General WafbiDgton» the 
fs rcl'olved to put the laft 
» that fyftrm of confederacy » 
hich the Colonics had cftahlifli- 
r union. 
Q\ti of confederation had been 

into the preccdtog year ; but 
ere temporary and conditional ; 

fnppoieda recondliation might 
ice t>etwecD Great Britain' and 
loniea. 

now that a determination had 
tlemoly embraced to renoance 
endaoce upon Crreat Britain^ 

ered the Colonies Into Free 
lereign States, it became pecef* 
frame a fettled and permanent 

union among them, abftra£Ved 
U ideas of any poHtical con- 

with the parent Aatc» that 
mply fobordi nation, 
his intent » suothcr fct ofar* 
as drawn up by a committee 
Congrcfs, appointed for that 
• They underwent a long dif* 
and were weighed^ line after 

the Congrefs iifclf, and were 
h approved and rciblvcd upon 
\t delegates, who figned them 
mo n^anner on the fourth of 
r. 

be former articles they called 
res the United Colonies : but 
)rcfcat they took the title of 
ted States of America. 
' contracted by the prefent 
tioSf a reciprocal treaty of 

Dda 



union and friend flitp fir their com^ 
moo defence for the maintenance of 
thdr liberties, and for their gcncial 
and mutual advantage ; obliging them* 
fdves to afiill each other agaioft anf 
Tiol5.nce that might threaten all or 
any of thcroy and to repel in com« 
rooa all the attacks that might be 
levelled againft all, or any of thcro^ 
on account of religion, fovereigntyp 
commerce, or under any other pretext 
whatever. 

Each flate rcferved to it fclf alone 
the exclufive right of regulating its in* 
ternal government, and of framing 
laws in all matters that were tot in* 
eluded in the articles of the pt&nt 
confederation, which could |iot zuif 
way be prejudicial to it. 

No liate in ^particular, was either 
to fend or to receive embaffies, enter 
into negociations, contra^ engage* 
ments, form alliances, or conclude 
treaties with any king, prince, or 
power whatfotver, withiMit the confeot 
of tbe United Stales afliemblcd in Ge- 
neral Congrefs. 

No perfon invedcd with any poft 
wliatcvcr, under the authority of the 
United States, or of any of iheoH 
whether lie had appointments belong* 
ing to his employmerit, or whether it 
fiiould be a commiflion putely con* 
fidential, wa^ allowed to accept of any 
ptefems, gratuities, emoluments, nor 
any offices, or titles of any kind what* 
ever, from any kings, princes, or for- 
eign powers. 

Neither the General Aflemhly nor 
the United Sutcs, nor «.., flatr in 

paiticolarf 
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particular^ wai to confer any tide of 
nobility. 

The (iatet were not to form alliancet 
or confederations, gor conclude -aiiy 
pmate treaty among tltemfcive;), with- 
out the eonfent 'of tfie Uniud States 
aflembled in General CoitgrcfH, and 
\)ritliout the intent and durdtim of 
that private contention bring cxadly 
■fpecilied in tht coiifent. 

'Ho date was to lay xm any impoft» 
•or eflablifli any dutica wk^tevcr, the 
cfTed of which might alter diredly or 
indire£Uy the claufes of the creatiea 
that might hercafierbe condur^d by 
the Aflembly cf the United States, 
^rh any kings, princes, or powers. 

No ftate^ in particular, was to keep 
Bay ihips of war above the number 
judged neceifary by the Aflcmbly of 
the Uorted States, for the defence of 
that (late and its commerce ; and none 
•oftbe dates weie to keep on foot, in 
time of peace, any troops above the 
number determined by the i^ficin* 
biy of the Uuited States, to guard 
the ftrong placet or forts nectC&ry for 
the defence of that Hfcte. But each 
ilate was always to ke^'p tip a well dif- 
•ciplined militia, fufficiently armed 
and equipped, and was carefully to 
procure, and kiep in conftant rea- 
dinefs in the public magaxtnes, a 
XufBcicot number of 6eld pieces, and 
tents, with a proper quantity of am- 
snu nit ion and implemtntsof war* 

When any of the dates raifed troops 
for the common defence, all the of- 
ficers of the rank of Colonel, and un- 
der, were to be appointed by the leg if* 
lativc bcdybflhe ftatcwhere the troops 
^ere raifed, or in fuch maimer at 
that dace diould judge proper to re- 
gulate the nominations ; and when any 
vacancy happened in tliefe pods, it 
was to be fiHed up by that date. 

All the expences of war, and all 
«thcr did>uifrments to be made for 
the common defence of the general 
weal, and that were ordered by the 
Afiembly i>f the United Sutes, were 



to be paid oat of the tandt of 4< 
incm t ma fury. 

That common treaftiry wu n 

formed by the coDtribiKion of i 

of the dates, in proportion to 

nnnibcT of inhabitants, of every i 

ftx, or qujtlrtr, except the lad' 

exempt from taxes in each h 

and in order to fix the quota of 

contribution, every three years tiM 

habitants were to be numbered 

which -enumeration the nunber 

white people was to be fent to 

Adembly of the United Suteh 

The taxes appropriated to pay 

quota, were to be raifed and kvN 

the extent cf each date, by the 

thority and order of its fegift 

body, within the time fixed bj 

Aifembly of the United StatcSi 

Each of the dates was to fubni 

the decifjon of the Adembly «i 

United S*ates,inallmatters orqnd 

referved to that Adembly by 

prefent a£k of confcdtratitin. 

No date was to engage h 
withcut the confcrnt ci the V 
States aflembled in Cong reft, Ci 
in cafe of aAual invafion of 
enemy, or from a certain know! 
of a refolution taken by fomc I 
nation, to attack them ;aad H 
cdfeonly, in which the danga 
too urgent to allow them tinicti 
fult the other dates. 

No particular date was to gn 
commidioo to veflels, or other fl 
war, nor any letters of inarqne I 
pn'fal, till after a declaration ol 
made by the aflcmbly of the 1 
States s and in that cafe they « 
be granted only again ft the Ul 
or power againd which wir : 
have been declared { and they ii 
conform, refpcdting thrfe oUd 
the regulation made by .the J 
bIy of the United Sutct. 

In order to watch otcrthM 
intered of the United SutdbVMf 
the ge4icral ^Smh a ccvlu V^ 

4 
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pas to be noottiatf d every y earg. 

to tlie form iettlcd by thcic* 
X)dy of each ftatt, who were 
hiUJdphia, until the General 

of the Uiiittd btatte fliooid 
rrwife ;'and the iird Monday 
iber of each year, was to be 
ixcd for the meeting, 
f their ftatei wai to prtferve 

and power to recal» at any 
:evtrr of the year, their De- 
>r any one of them, and to 
rs in the room oi them for 
idtr of the vear ; and each 
es was f'/ maiutaio their De- 
iiifig the time of the General 
» and alfu during the time 
: members ot the council of 

late wag to have a vote for 

on of qucftiocs in the Gene* 

Uy. 

cueral AfTciXiblyof the Unit* 

wast alone acd exclufively, 
he right and power to decide 
and war ; to t(labli(h rules 
ing ill all cafcSf the law- 

the prizes taken by fea or 
d to determine the ir.aancr in 
e prizes taken by the land 
forces in the ferviccof the 
Stales, (hould be divided or 

; togrpnt letters of marque 
il in time of peace ; to sip- 
bunals to take cognizance of 
nod othtr capital crimes com* 
n the high feas ; to cflabliih 
to receive appeals, and judge 
n all cafes of prizen ; to 
receive ambaffadors ; to ne- 
nd conclude treaties and aili- 
o decide all differences ac- 
>/jiling, and that might arife 

between any of the dates, 
litfl, jurifdidioDi or any other 
atfocver; tocoin money, and 
lue and dandard ; to Bx the 
aud mea(iircs throughout the 
cteni of the United States ; 
te commerce, and treat of alt 
th the Indiana wbo were not 



members of any of the dates ; to ef-' 
tablifli and regulate the pods from 
one date to another, thrvughcut the 
whole extent of the United States ; 
and receive, oii the lettem and packets 
feat by pod, the necefTary tax to de- 
fray tlie cxpeuce of that eiUblidimcnt^ 
to appoint the general ofH.ers of the 
land forces in the fervtce of the United 
States ; to give commiflloners to the 
other oHicers app'Mnted by each dale, 
to appoint all the cf&ctrs ot njarine in 
the fervice of tl>e United States ; to 
frame all the ordinances nectdary for 
the government and difcipline of the 
land and fca forces, and dire^ their 
o|H rations. 

The General .A ffembly of the Unit- 
ed Slates, to be authorifed^^to appoint 
a cotincil of date and fuch committees 
and civil officers as they (hall judge 
necefTary for guiding and difpaiching 
the geoeral affairs under their authori- 
ty,while. they remain fitting; and after 
their feparat ion, under the authority 
of the council of date. 

1 hey were to chufe for preddent 
one of their members ; and for fecri- 
tary, the perfon whom they (hould 
judge dr for that place ; and they 
were to ac^joum at what time of the 
year, and to what place tu the United 
States they might think proper. 

'i'hey wtre to have the right and 
power to determii^ and fix the fuma 
necedary to be raifed, and the dif- 
burfements necedary to be made i to 
borrow money, and create biUs on the 
credit of the United Stales ; to build 
and to dt out deets; to determine 
the number of troops to be raifed ; cr 
kept in pay ; and to require of each 
of the dates, in order to compofc 
the army, a quota proportioned to 
the number of ,its white inhabitants ; 
tbefe rvquifitions of the General Af- 
fembly, were to be binding ; and in 
confequeocf, the legidative body of 
each date was to nominate the par- 
ttctUar officers, levy the men, arm and 
equip them properly ; aad th^fe uC^ 
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ITcert sind foldiert thtK armed «nd 
tqutppHf werrto proceed to the'placfy 
nnd within the tiine Exed by tht Gene* 
r.id AfT mlily. 

Bat if che General AdL'mhtv, from 
fbane partfcular circumAances, fhotiM 
thrnk proper to exempt one or feveral 
t\% the Itdtes fronr x7l\^\\\% troops^ or to 
d^anti ol tlMTin Kff than ihe ir 
i^wna f or fhould, on the co<itrai)% 
j^idge it cofvrenient tit it one,, or fcve- 
nl others, fhould ra;(e more th:in thctr 
tfomtiugtntylhe number extraordindry 
demanded was to be raifcd, proviJcd 
with olli -en, armed and equipped in 
«he fame manner v^ the cunuojireiMy 
vvilrW the legiilative body of that or 
•FUwiSc ttatcft to whom ti»e reqcMlitt'on 
iiiould have^beeo made» fhould deem 
ic dangerous £ip ihemfelrct to be 
dVafned of thai number cxtrioririnary 
sh wlvieh ca(e they were tofarniffaino 
move thnn whal they mighc think 
cotnpatihlc with their fafety. 

The General Aflrmb^y \va> neirer 
fa engage in any war, nor grant let* 
Vera of marf^ie or veprifal in time of 
peace, oor con tvd^t any treaties of al- 
fianeet *^x other coavenienciis^ except 
lo'inakr peace, nor coin m<>iiey, or 
regultteiti value, nor determine or 
ffa die fnmfi neceffiry to be rarfcd^ 
fir the difbuTfeinents nrccf&ry to be 
made for the defence cr ad rant age of 
«hc Un4ttfd State?, or of any of them, 
nor create bills, or bovKO^n- money on 
she credit of the United Stated, nor 
(fif^ofe of any fims of nrM>ncy, nor re- 
vive on the number of the fhfps of 
war to be bir'lt, cr ptirch:«fied, nor on 
she nfMi:ber of tn^ops to be raifed ^l^ 
ah< taod or f'.-a fcrrice, bnt byjthe unit- 
ed' confen^ of Nine of the States : and 
no queAioo on any point whatforver 
except for sd^ lurning from any one 
diay to another, flial) be decided but 
,^a m-»j Tity of the United States. 

No l>clej»a:e to be chofv!!! for more 
fftan three yearn out of fix. 

No perfon tnvefted with any em- 
jfoToacDt whatfu«ver» ia ihc cktcnt of 



fbe United 8tate«v and' i ttuwi 
rirtne of that employ naent, ckia 
bimfelf, or by the iModa ofaoyii 
for him, any falariet, vra^ea^oTf 
himents wb*tefer, conld be dwl 
i>le)^ate. 

The Grnerd Aflemblf waa te^f 
lifh every month, a j>>urnal oft 
fiCms except what rrUte loticii 
alliancts, or nN'litary opcratiou, « 
it »p{>earcd to them that thefie atf 
cmght to b.' kept (iecrct. The of 
ona^a and con. of the I>eUgaM 
cadi ft ate, were to be entered ia 
} urnal a« often as aijy one of 
IX legatee (h<mld require it ^ aa 
copy of the j mrnat ira< ta be ddv 
ffd-tothe Delegates ofeacU ftalt^ 
ihcir demand, or even to any on 
the Dtlegates of each Aate at kit 
tieular requilition, except of the pi 
abx>ve mentioned, to be carticdto^ 
legi/lutive body of ht» rcfpe^oe il 

The council nf flatc waa tobeil 
po(ed %3li one IXkgateof each of< 
itaies, nominated aiinnally by* < 
other Delegates of bis refpe^tt tl 
and (hould the(e aleftors dilagrcC^ 1 
legates fbonld be nooaiaated bf 
Grneral AfflmMy. 

The council of ffate vraytofe 
tborifcd to receive and opea al 
letters addrrl&d to the United Su 
n:;d anfarer thtm \ but waa oot tofl 
tra^ any engagetaent binding to 
Uiii.ed States, they were to COti 
pond with the legifiative body of H 
iVate, and with aM perfnna enpltt; 
imder the aathority of the Vai 
Stares, or of any of tlie parttn 
Iegif}jt ire bodies x they werctoaU 
tUemlclves to thefe legiOative bod 
or to the cflkers to whom eacK (f 
(hall have intruAcd the executive ptf 
fur aid and afTiftanee of every km4 
occafion Outll require ; they licll 
give ii)Hrn6^ions to the gencnh^ 4 
diredl the military opefitiomh-^ 
or by fea ; but without Htipl 
altcrdtion in the obyedt or tpL 
determined by the Gcaent ii 
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::haage of ctrcttcnilanccs in- 
, Mid -coiniR^ tu their Icnow- 
ice ibe brcjikiiig up uf ibc 
, /bould render a i:haitgc of 
iaai^^H^niibly occcflary ; tUcy 
be carcftfl of ctic defence 
TvatioM of tliefartrcfi'.i and 
lofts ; to procure information 
uatioo aoa dciigus of the ea« 

put i«.to excOMtion the plant 
areaTrfolvcdiipou by the Gc* 
flcmbly, by virutc of the 
riik which tiiey uere iavell- 
: prdcnt confederal iou ; tr.<y 
dc4iw upoQ the ire^iures for 
, lite deliinatioB of which bad 
led by the Gtueral A^fTw-mbly* 
the payment of the contracts 
ley miglu bive mjde by vir« 
le povvera }i ranted to ihean ; 
e to iarpcA aRd rcprovt, or 
y^peud ail officers^ civil or mi- 
king under the authority of the 
kaics. In cafe of death or 
n of any officer, whofe «oini« 
Mrlooged to the General nf* 
they might leplace hiin by 
fon they (faoald think proper 

next AiTcmbiy ; t^tey might 
ad cirperfe auibeu icaccouuta 
ihtary operations , they might 

ttie Geueral AflVmbl/ for a 
erm than that to wiiich they 
lumcd when they fcparated» if 
>ortautani uutxpc^cd t<veat 
rqu.rc it £oc the welfare of the 
6tate^ or of any oi iJiem ; 
re to prepare the matters to be 
:d to the ii)f|«c^ioii of tkc Ge* 
^:mbly, aud lay before thein« 
itxt Oitingt aU (lie letters or 
>y them received , and to ren- 
.Xx&. account of all that they 
e iu ttie interim « thty were 
for tlieir fccictar^ a pcrion (it 
employment, who, before he 

on hia function, /hould take 
I of fjcrccy and iidelicy : the 
i of feveu mcmberi of the 
vasto^npowcr them toad. 

of the death of one of their 
Sftlie council wai to^ircaa* 



tice of It to thecolleagucsoithe deceaf^ 
ed, that they might chufe oi»e oi ihe«a- 
felves to replace him in the councii, 
until t'lie hoiJiMg of the next General 
Meeting i and in cafe there (huuld be 
but one of his ccUeaguca livings the ' 
fame notice (hould be given tuhiflc^ 
that 1m: might come and take his icac 
4uHil the next fitting. 

In cafe that Canada (hould be wS- 
ing to accede to the prefent confedcra* 
tion, and come into all t lie meafures 
of the Unkcd 2>tat<b, tt was to he 
admrttcd into the uuioo, z*iid partioi« 
pate in all its bcncfitb ; but no othor 
Colony was to beaoistited, withoisC 
the<coiifentof nine of the it^tcs. 

The above articles were to be pro* 
pufed to the legidative bodies of al 
the United £:ates to l)e <xanr»ined bf 
tliem and approved of, thry wer« l« 
authorife their Delegates to rati^ 
•Chcm in the General Aifcmbly 4d<tc 
which alltheartides which cooftiuue 
the prefent confederacy, were to be ixH 
violably obferved by all the United! 
Stales and tiu: union to <be eiiabldbcd 
fur ever. 

Nu alteration watto bemadelKie* 
lifter in any of thefe articUa, uidefii 
tluc alteration (houjd be previoui^ 
c^etermiaed u^on in the General A^ 
(embly, and coutirmcd afterwards hf 
the kg:i]ative bodies of each of the 
U>nted i>tate8* 

iMch was the tenor of tfie lanmoi 
Treaty of Confederation and perpctBi4 
Union between the Thirteen Coloniet* 
It followed at the dittance of three 
months precifely, the no lefs celcbrat* 
ed declaration of Independency ^ aoA 
like that, it was agiccd upon U m 
time when their fate was yet tn fu(^ 
penfe. It aiay even be faid, that 
this Utter determiuatioo was adopted 
at a (till miire dangerous criiis than the 
preceding. Ihiir armies had bt€« 
repeatedly defeated, and wercietreat- 
ing every where before the enemy* 
Ho much rciulutioo and eonttancy waa 
an objeA of no fmali fux^fcvu^v^ 1u«c- 
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rope* Their fiTourers corrpared tbeir 
bchatlour to thit (if the ancient Ro- 
tiiausy when aimoll vanquifh^d by Pyr* 
tUuSf and wli.> in the micltl of the i'e- 
vercll dcfeaiB an J lofTciy never fubnitt- 
ed to dcfpondcncy, and iiitl continued 
to bid him dctiauce. 

It wns QUI only with Britifh troops 
and th^ir Ejiopean auxiharics the 
Co'i.^refs had now to contend : a do- 
meUic enemy h ul been excited to in- 
vade the tetniories oi ihi CoIonIrs» 
in a part whi< U WM confidcrcd as the 
leaUdcfcraiblc. 

The Uritilb a^i^ents among the In- 
diana, had long cxertsd their eadta- 
voars to brin^r thLiii into the coutett, 
as allies to Britafn. T a rough the vi- 
gilance and ad-1rif;» of thofe who lud 
been employed by tiic Congulk to 
prevent focU a nnr^fore lri>m taking 
])Uce» it had been repeatedly dcteai- 
cd, and a plan of atniiy between the 
Indian nntion and tiie Colonids had 
been fettled, npoa terms equally ac- 
ceptable to both. But notwiihtland- 
iug thefe fuccelTtve faihirest the zciil 
and activity of the Britith agents did 
not abate. Tory were experiment- 
ally acquainted with the Bcklenefa of 
thefe people and with the readiLcTs 
to concur in any entirpnze from 
irhence profit 'vas to aii(e. Ijy dint 
ef feafjnable prcfcnts, and by hold-, 
ing out to them the profped cf the 
immenfe booty that would fdll into 
their pufrcfllonf they induced them to 
take up arms in the caufe of Britain. 
In order to encourage them by the 
probability of fucCcfs, they laid beftire 
them the Icheme of adion that was to 
be purfued upon this occaQon. A 
conHderdUe force was lo be fent to 
Well Floridat which was to march 
through the country of the Greeksi 
Chicktfaws, and CherokecR..Sirength- 
cned fay the warriors ot thofc natic^ns 
this force was to fa*l upon Virginia 
and the CaroHnasy and thus dilirad^ 
the attention of the Colonifts, while 
the Britifh armamcpli were invading 

iJi€ ICM co-ill. 



Bat the ladiana wcicaot i 

fnpport rcKed upon m tbwMAr 

it was to be f irwarded by ibc 

rition of othersy ia who« 

greater dependence might b^ 

Circular let tent were diflriHi 

mong the well-affeded to the 

govci nmcnt in the back fctll 

acquainting them wilbtbepn^ 

thu were making againfttbc 

nieSy and exhorting them to C 

dtQgn that feemed l» proni 

furtlt fjccefs. The other itk 

in gen;:rui were fummiHicd toj 

adherents to Britain, with pnM 

the kiiuicft treatnitrut in cafe i 

compliance ; but warding thes 

fame time» of the certain and 

able mifcries they wouid ful 

cjfe of «i refufal. 1 hey weie 

ed to repair to the pLicc wb 

my A llandard wis to be ercdi 

gcther with their horfes, tbcir 

and as larj^e a floek of protl 

they could colle£k ; fixr all whit 

ihjuld be gcneronfly paid. 

mean tinct a fubfcripttoii coa 

decbriig their allegiance, dca 

that it might be known who * 

friends or tlie enemies to Britti 

Thufe who conduced this fa 
did it fo effl'dually, that an tl 
fnf.irreCkion tollowed in conlin 
of it, among the Indiant. Vi 
the plauQbiiity of a plan that 
them fucb grcit advantage! 
eaiily forgot the engagemcni 
had formed with the Coluiuca« i 
tered heaaily into a cunfede 
gaindthem. Even their ancient 1 
the Six Nations, fwerved 60 
fidelity on this occafian i uk 
bers of them were iiidaccii^ 
hopes of plufideTf to jiMn Ujji 
mies. 

This Indian infnrrefiibb^cil 
ced among the Orceka, a fieii 
rapa:ious people, whole, ko 
were accompanied with ill't 
ful preparations of baiteri^' 
dcr an Indian war lb ta 
Ibat aic tiL^fcd lo ita o 
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um tSf beinjr powerfully 
icy proceedrj wfih great 
I imjlftiitifiiy ill their \n' 
It findfnp^ thtiifelves nn- 
n<l knowing th it if tijojr 
ric, they wouhl quickly hi 
, \hcv held a confuiiation, 
fras agVccd amonir thtrtr 
-fid, and toan»)ly fiir pc^icc 
nthcyhad ofFcudcd. Ittvag 
i* the Conj^'rcrfMi fiiat this 
nin ht>(ttlitits bcrorctliry 
iV tllr others, and had fof 
drfrrted them : this a<- 
y drfTcmbted the injofjr; 
r coiiciiided a treaty of 
them. 

I^rhbours, tlte C!h?rokef8» 
(itttfd their preparaiionfi; 
^ to (nform them, that 
ircfiiifg agniiift tbeencmy^ 
I their alttftance ; but tb^ 
ned them for anfwer, that 
icd the hatchet fo deep, 
nt)t be ftftind. Tflc Che- 
evtrf, pit)cefded without 
aded the back fettlements 
>f (places, fpteadin^ m;»f- 
>l-dtion etcry where. 
)nrous incurnon was not 
ton. — i:.'l'hc Colonies of 
J Carolina aflembliiig a 
fmilkia, hafted with all 
relief of their country- 
attacked the Indians with 
ff atid defeated them in 
er withprodigioiiiflaugh- 
Irote them otit of all tlfe 
!mentB, and purftied tlieih 
1 country : where they de- 
Mr inhabitants anfd burned 
• of corn arid other provi* 
niin and de^adation wns 
! Cherokee nation was in 
ermhiated : what remain- 
to accept of any terms 
I thoofght proper to im- 
!m« 

'tt complete andf cfecirive» 
> all apprehenlxo'ns from 
dians. ]:>reading the fate 
Tokeev they doiitiimcdf 



k]utet at home, and gave up alt thought 
of the |5rojedeJ expedition, ihe 
cruelties that had beeti exercifed hj 
thefe favage warrfors, gave fach uni- 
Vtrfal pffenceto allpartiof, that both 
the Wcli and the ill-afFtded to the 
Britifh caiife, coitcurred in expreffing 
the utmdfl abhorrence of fiich a man- 
ner of carr)'iii^ on hoftllitjc^, and in 
c6n(iennnin}> thofe t^ho had proniotecL 
thii Indian inv.ifioii. The confequenclf 
w.1% that numbers of the adherents to 
Britain; determined to renounce ad 
fnch menfures in future; as experience 
had proV«rd them to be fniiclefs, anA 
as tlie)r tVere ciititely rcpuguanif id 
humanity. 

i'his total deliverance froth th^ 
fbars which had fo loner alarmed the 
inhabitants of the interior and remotie. 
parts of thfe (^oYoniesi was an tvent of 
the utmoft confequence to the Ame« 
ricans. It anfwered two ends : it 
fhuwed that the Indians were not fo 
formidable as the^ had been repfreiept- 
ed, aifd that tliey rifight eaAIy be re- 
pulfe'd ; and it removed, ait the fam^ 
timci all apprehenfious that they 
migitt be aided by thofe among the 
Colon ills who iver^ difaffc^d. td the 
mcafures of Congrcfs. 

This fecnirity to their back fettle- 
ments, was a circuindunce the more 
defirablcy as it enabled Coagrefs la 
tuni the whole of their attention to 
thofe operations that were Immediately 
on'd-.r their eye. — Had they been 
obliged to provide for the defence of 
thole dilUnt places, while they were 
fo clofely prtfTed by the Biitifh armies 
towards the ciofc of the cnmpaign, 
their dillrefs might poifibly have beeu 
to.i great to be remedied. But having 
now no internal foe to oppofe, ther 
were quite at liberty to improve tho& 
atlvantages which Geneff|[ VVaihing- 
ton had gained toward^ tKe*^end of 
that year, and (he commencement of 
the enfuing. 

He was now buIUy employed in the 
jerieys ia baru€Ui^ vVk o>\\-^cs»^% tH 
the BlHiiW %Tt(\^^ wi^ ^tt.H^MV'tv'^^^a.V 
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.plies from coming to the forces at 

.rk«r York. The troops ftscioacd 

.pa the Jt^rfef coaft underwent the 

fcTpreft duty ; they were day and 

night conll/^'ned lo keep an incefTiut 

out look ; (kirmiflicrs fallowed each o« 

.ther in perpetual fuccef&on : they 

'i?ere in the iffue very deftruftive ; for 

though few miji^ht fsdl at a time, vet the 

lotal amount of them that fell in fo 

jnany«. was very confidcrable. They 

bore their fituation with {(reat firm^ 

aefs and patience, and endured all the 

liardfliips of a long winter, iricreafed 

by the fatigue of unceaHiiji^ ho(liliticrs« 

with the fame courage and fortitude as 

they had done at Bodon a twelve* 

inpnth before. 

But tlvough they maintained the 
pofts that remained to them in the 
■Jerfeys, thev coVild not prevent the 
Americans from reaping the greated 
benefit they cculd propofe at thi* time, 
TThefe contmual encour»ters contributed 
to inure the Culonids to military 
difiipline, and to . prepare them fur 
the operations of the next campaign » 
which General Wafhingtort reafonably 
imagined wonld be very extenfive and 
important. For this purpufe, he loft 
no opportunity of bringing the Ame* 
cicaas to aAiou as often as it could be 



(^one without riflcing too mQ< 
this prudent management, h 
them at the opening of the 
much improved in the various 
of warfare, as to afford hid 
grounded expedatioa ol be 
to face the Bntifh armies, if 
fiiccefs, at leail in fuch a mi 
would not reflcd difgrace up 
rica. 

The /cfcntment occafione 
depcedations that had been c 
in the Jerfrys, bad left few, 
friends to Bricaih in that Pre 
The drcjid of feeing thofe p 
return, who had f pared neith 
norfoe,,reniered all parties 
the caufe in which they were 
ed. To this it was owing, t 
motions were obferved with 
treme vigilance, that they fl 
or no chance of fucceeding i 
their enterpnfes. So many 
fcred through them, that t 
n o deficiency of fpies to ^vt t 
formation of whatever they < 
pefled to have in view ; and 
mifchief was done them by 
acted feaetly, from motives i 
revenge, as by thofe who took 
part agaiaft them in the field. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

nf the fVc/l Indies — Loffes by American Prlvatecrs"^ 
pt of John the Painter — Parliamentary Debates relating 
£rica— State and Sentiments of the Nation. 
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bcfn frequently prediciedt 
111 P«irliainent aod elfcwhcre, 
e of hoAilitic9with Americ^^ 
India ifldods would be in- 
;reat diilreHi. That prtdic- 
I nov to be fulliilcd iu all 

Fmin the deprivation of 
berlcfs fupplics with which . 

furuiflied from the Ameri- 
icut. all the neccfTiriei of 
e fo fcarce^ as to rile to four 
es their former price. The 
ind the inferior claflei qf 
pie, fuffered greatly on thi^ 

Materials of indifpenfibU: 
: buliQef» of tiigir plantations 
o bJprof uicoany rate, and 
on <?i.fueds tiiai became a . 
ii objcd of alarm. Hud it 
or dic adventiiiouf help that 

the capture of American 
u'oe and abfolute ruin muft, 

hftve been the fate oi the 
a idaada. 

he Americans were lofert in 
&Lf ihty made themtclvcs, 
y fcizing numbers of the 
ps home laden from thole 
h rich cargoes. Herein they 
ired by a variety uf circum- 
uittng from winds, weather* 
19. An accident happened 
Iar» during the courfc of 
which praved highly dctrt* 



mental to the mercantile intereil of . 
this country. 

The negroes in Jamaica had formed 
a confpiraey agaiuli the white inhabi- 
tants. As part of the military force 
ufually lUtioned on that iflaiid liad 
been drafted off. to rVmerica, the few 
foldiers thai remained were not fuf- 
ficient to keep the negroes in awe* 
They had determined to rife upon 
their mailers as foon as a large fleet of 
merchant- men was failed that was then 
loading with fugais in the different 
ports of the iflmd. Foitunattly for 
the inhabitants, the plot was difcovcr- 
ed and fupprtHcd ; but until the 
danger had entirely fubfided, the fleet 
was detained^ and did not depart until 
afttr the cuilomary time. By this re- 
tardment, it failed at a Grafon that was- 
accompanied with much tempcHuous 
weather, which icactered the fliips^ 
fcparated them from their convny^and 
expofcd them t(» the Amer.cancruifers . 
thi*t were lying in wait for Uicm in the 
latitudes through which they were to 
pafs in their voyage homewards. 
Notice had been received in America 
of the detention of the merchant -men-, 
ai Jamaica, and they had employed, 
the lime given them by this delay, in 
fitting out a Lirge number ofllout pri- \ - 
vatcerbto intercept them. The cou- 
fequencc was, that many of the (ht^t , 



fao 
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compofing thii fleet were talcerif and 
proved valuable prizes to the enemy. 

l*he trade from the other iflaqda 
fufiered proportionably ; apd it was 
^omputedin Loodon^at the clofe of the 
year feveoty-fi>c, th'sit the loflcs ot the 
tnerchautt, and of gavcrnnieiu, \}y 
thofcVefTtifo employed in its feiyice as 
traiifpof fs for troopst pr riorc§,^iiiouiit - 
rd'to Hctle krfs thaq clcveu hundred 
then fa nd pounds. 

The American privateers were at 
QO lofs where to difpule of thefe. 
pnzes. Tne ports of France and" 
Spain^ efpccialiy the fiitt, were open 
to them botli \t^ Europf: and in their 
AmcricsQ cfciminions, Hf re they fold 
thenri openly, wkhoot the lead hiiid* 
ranee orccmtroul. Such ar. indignity 
was ooti however, nupoticed by ttie 
Britifh min^llry ; rerx^oollrances were 
snadc to the ^fpidive Courts, which 
prodticed feme rciiraiqt un thefe pracr 
tices s bm th ugh thVy were publicly 
difavowed, they received a*! xpannerof 
private encouragemen^,ai]d no effe^ual 
inccrriiption was' put to the falc o( 
the many vtlFels beiongmg to Britaini 
that were brought iu by the Ameri- 
ciins. "..'••* 

Had If ither France or Spain, or any 
power in £iir<>pf , a^ed in iuch a man* 
tier at any oih^T time, ^hey would 
fcgn have felt the refcnimcnt of this 
nation ; but they knew its embarafl'- 
mentf ; they favv that its fitaaton 
would compel tttobcarwich iuch li- 
bel ties as they were taking, and ihey 
fontiniitd them accordingly. 

The bthaviour of the French in 
^heir Weft li<dia iflands, was iHll more 
injurious and infuhingtban in France 
itfelf. 'J hey not only admitted the 
Americans openly into their poits,and 
ptirchated their prizes as fsit as they 
ponld bring thtm in ; tbty carried 
tfreir audacibufnefs fo far, as to fit out 
privateers under American colour8,ai)d 
t6 take commiffiuns from the Cod« 
grcfs^ in order to cover their depre- 
^tions upon the Brilifh fliippiug to 

fMt fcifi* 



The capture! made» on tl 
hand, on the Amencans, by 
and armed veflels of (he ^nt 
were very numerous i but thci 
couiiicrl aiauce the value of tli« 
the Auieric^ins made on Ur 
ain : ae they 'wei*e chiefly Ui! 
prpvfftons, and articl^a i«jr the 
the 'Well Indies, they pray 
ever highly ufct\4 to the { 
ands, v^hcrc they «lwaTSCoai 
dy ia!e. 

^ut it was p.ot only the p 
or ccMinivance oft he French 
niQi (niuiftry at tl^is encouraj 
American privateers, that 
caufe f>f alarm to that uf 
^ he pons pf both kingdoms 
of fuch imltcatior.t as dcootec 
jc6t9 of far higher and more i 
juiportanc^ were in agitati 
altcrcatiou fubfilted bctwti 
and Po^ugal : but it wasevid 
difctmiiig people, that f( 
more was' meant |ban a qua 
that Crown by the vail ai 
that were carried on by the 
Buiirbon. The ^ompad t 
been framed t^etwren the 
branches of that potent far 
prefent to the mind of aV \ 
reflected on the oppprt unity 
now given to it, by tlie diifci 
tween Great ^ritaip ar.d 
onies, to deprefs that power 
it (iQod (o n[iuch in awe, and 
it had hitely experienced th« 
'O^^o many parts uf the world 

Inthemidftof the foUcitu 
the naval preparations «'f i 
great monarchb occafioned in 
ing men, the attention of I 
was called forth by one of tUo 
events that ere fomettmc;i 
by feafons of general turbul 
fermentation. 

A man of an extraordio* 
mind, arrived in the cuutfe of 
from Apacrica. He was a 
]^rii;aiQ :--*>Impelled by an i 
reiilefs dtfpufitton, hia whole 
been a perpetual fccne of iamb 
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Kkiicry to anotlicr, without fixing tlufiaft,— -that of contririug and tfTcci 

rhiic tor a coi;iiitcncy i he ing, alune and uiih(Iillcd» idc <:oii)picie 

iubvcriJoii oi iLe povicr oi G^cai B.i- 
tain. 

Fraught with a pnj.d lliai inv<>l. 
vtd at ouce the loiai atinituiation of 
the iircogib of ihib vcaiiiit and ihe 
dLl.vcrdii«.c ot /ViTicrica fioin ali iift 
a*. tca.pt ft to fubduc it, ite again cn4lcd 
the ocrari to tl.is ifl^acJ, uiiUvUi com- 
iniiuicutiii^ his iutciitiuiib to uuy uiic 
It \vas Ly tLut dciy refci-vc> and 4vciic* 
(ivis to mix with afTaciattdt (Itat h« 
had fonuwily prtictvcd hin.kii irom 
alio worked occ<iliui«aliy at hi« difcovcry in ihc perpetiatiou c/f hia 
wuich uufe thbi it a painter — v^iikccincia. Heacicrauatd tbercfui-c 
g Com 111 14 ted a number oi mil- ti> ati upon the f^Utc plan in liic execu- 
tor wbjchy li detect id, he was tiuu uiiue entcrpriic tic wiis labouiiiig 
uua thai liik puiiinmieut would be to accomplifti* 

he thought It prudent to abandon He negictted nothing which couI4 
tive couittryi and tiaulfort him* in any mauuer pruve iublcrvitut to it* 
» Amcriiia. Here be icinatntd It was indeed of fuch a n at i:t(', us re- 
three ycaiSy laiiibliug Iroui Co- quired the utmoii boldnela, pericv«.r- 
Colony, and iuppurtiog hitu*. . aiice, and iadutlry of whidi huniaa 
'hiitraue* /\t hia auventurei nature it capable. I'hefe qui;tic8tie 

exerted in ihc fupieincU ocgice npdi 



iniis ut litB cha^attcr ci>gagid 
1 a variety of f.ch advcuiurtb «) 
ivvii to pri.fligacy lecm lo dc- 
lu, .— «- L.ci;ding a vagubuitd^ 
lar hfc, he h.d gone ihiuugh 
ciiaiigca ana vuiliiiudes. iie 
ihllcu level ai t lines <ib a fuldicri 
kad aft ctien ctlcrlLd, ahcr ic- 
j^ ihc bounty money, lie had 
»uituiiUteb olTcrcdy been fucccl- 
A higtiH'a) uiaii, a houk bleaker, 
n'bbcr lu every fluipc auu furiu. 



known only te himiclf, he met 
friendly tilatincnt annong a pco* 
;ho before the unhappy qu^ircl 
3ritaiii, made it a duty to receive 
tivcs ot iiA6 itiand wiib kindncls 
>i|*iiality. 1 Jiia quarrel was at 
u c beginning to be ierfoua, and 
ip the artcntiuii and couvcriatiun 
people. It wes principally a- 
tliok of hit owu degree, that 
nduct of the l^ritilh goveiument 
iiucinncd in the moll outrageous 
r. By tnqiu ntirig and CObVir* 
ich men ot this deUription, be 
lily tfiibibtd their bpiuiond, and 
vcd ^i avcilion to his country 
itioii, that incrcafcd to the higli- 
rree of luvetetacy aud vioieuce. 
warmth and impctuofity of a 
I and enterprifiug temper, he 
•ottnually brooding dn tlie means 
aking fau vengeance upon a peo* 
1 kingdom he held in fo much 
ence. He prc^jedcd at latt the 
aring plan that tvcr entered in- 
, cobccption of a politicaT ca- 



thisoccafiou, and carried iliciu ali U# 
au extent that was truly aiionifliiug. 

Hisdefigu was no K-i« tlun to de- 
ftroy the wtioie navy, t< geiwer WJih 
the commeriiail grcainelb ot iiniain* 
Id order to accoinpliih this end, tiia 
intent was to let tire to the Kii.g'a 
dock yard, and afterwards to the piiu- 
cipal lea port aud tr«Ldii)^ tow us la the 
kuigdora. 

1*011 ot tills de(lru£live fcheme, he 
vifiAed and ini'pccied with the keciieit 
attention ai.d vigilance, thole diAiks 
and places at wtiicli hib atten.pts wc^c 
chiefly to be aimed* He ilricily exu- 
n.incii their iituatiOD aridcircumllc^iivea 
and cfpeciahy the degree of care Liid 
walchiulncfs that ^as be (lowed upon 
tlicm, by ihofc who were pppointcu 10 
their guard. 'J his he acki.owkdgeo, 
upon hii trial, fo have been fcandaicul;/ 
deficient, and very inadequate 10 i^ 
great a rrull, and luch as utfurccd Uiui 
the highttl encouragement to proct;-.; 
in hi» uudcrlaLIue. 
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In the mean time, he was lodefati* 
ffMt in devifing and preparing imple* 
nornti and mattriaU for the execiitioo 
cf his purpofes. His inventive Renins 
contrived fevcral cif a very iin^ulnrand 
extraordinary nature, and his ubiOe 
time was taken up in niakiog trials of 
thefr efficsicy. 

Afcer faiHng in fevcral attemptSt he 
at hl^ touiid me^ns to At fire tci tlie 
Kope-houfe at Ponfnr.cmh ; hoping 
fr .m the conibnftiUe articles with 
li'hich it was filled, that the conflagra- 
tion would be fo violent as to extend 
to the adjoining magazines and liore- 
fcoufes, and thus coinplete«at oixOrokey 
fhcruis of the fiHl arfenal in the king- 
dom. 

The fire was however happily fitin* 
(nifhed by the dexterity and diligence 
M'tfh which it was encountered ; but 
ivot without having entirely confumed 
all the hemp and cordage in the Kope- 
, huufe ; a gv^sttt hut comparatively 
fmall lofj9 when the danger is confider* 
cd» to which the immenfe value of tlic 
pHxiiKious quantity of naval Horea 
lodged in the contiguous buildings was 
ex:)ofed, together with their veiy nar- 
row efcape. 

But though the h>f8 upon this oc- 

cafiuii was not difficult to repair in 

^'urK a country as England* the dread 

and upprehcnlion excited by fo daring 

an attempt, were n<>t eafily lemoved. 

An alarm was fpread over the nation* 

that plots and machinations were 

fmmiog againft it of the mod infidiouf 

liud bafc nature ; and that (hould open 

ami avowed hoililitiea fail, clandcUinc 

nrafures would be employed againll it 

iit iv.nh a kind, as no care nor circum- 

fpeeiion wouid be able to defeat. A a 

no difcovery ct.uld be made of the au- 

t ticr of t he mifchief done at Fcrif:nouth, 

it was accounted frr, in the mean time* 

by varidus cotijc£iure8. .Jt was aitri- 

tuied by nunilicrs to incendiaries hired 

from abroad ; fome fufpcrtcd Tiauce 

or Spain ; others cha>')^ed it to Amc- 

ricaf nobody imigincd that mere po- 

Ijik'Ml caihu/i«i/m| anii;fluenctd b) i\^c 



profpeA of reward, would fpnfp i 
oufly have ventured npoo foocfpuiie. 
an nndertakina. 

The perpetrator of thia deed wa 
now ar Plymouth, watchiog an 
tunity of repeating what lie bad 
at Porifmouth. iBut the intelligcaae ! 
of what had happened at thia piaoc^-. 
had fet people opMi tbcir guard { aadt 
making an attempt upon the dock, kc 
was near being difccvcred* 

Defpairing of fuccefii in either af . 
thcfe places, lie next prcjecied to b«A{ 
the (hipping in fume of the mercaatfltvi 
Tea- ports. Here he expeded to 4li« 
men lefs apprehenfive or fuch a defiga^c* 
and therefore kfs watchful. To thi|« 
intent he proceeded to Briftol, wiiciv^i 
the party that (ided with the roeafam;! 
that were now pro(eCQting againtt tklct 
Colonies, had lately procured an ad*j 
drels of congratulation to the Thnaa^ 
upon the lucceflea of the late caapa^t' 
iu America. .J: 

This was a powerful motive to c»l$J 
flame the mind of fo refolnte and na«v 
di^ive a man. He arrived at BrtM*' 
iu January feventy-feven, and dirafilf;^ 
began with an attempt to ici liic lai 
the dipping, of which the crowdeti 
fituation in the narrow gut that raiai>{ 
along the quay, and ia almoti dry Hii 
low water, expofea them to the OMftjf- 
imminent danger in fuch cafea. Fai(i 
in^ in icveral endeavours upon thaft^^ 
viilVls, he next determined to makc.i|hi 
eCTay upon the warehoufca lying, 
them, in liopea that the flame wo^Ma' 
fpread en both fides, and deilroy badk#< 

the city and flnpping. N'o \ 

however, than fix .or. ieven were 
fumed. . ^1 

'I he terrors of Uie public wcfe.i 
ncwed upon this occaiion, Mid^! 
r.ige of the party was added to 
'I he enemies of the Amcrieaoa 
thclc mi fell ic fa to their favfHircn| | 
thefe ictortcd the eccafatioa, bm 
prcfcnted them as pioceediag^ 
their own machinationa, io, old 
have a pretence to blacketf tliciie 
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manner did indivIdoaU of cxecation^ he acknowledgf.*d his guHf; 

•ncrptions, and violent tern- and as an atonement for it, he left fomc 

our to defame each <»4hcr dircdi'ons liow to prerent the dock- 

ly J wl'.iic the more cool and yards, and other public magazinet^ 

; of both |>arties fufpended from being attempud in tb^: lilLc man* 

iont, and were ftnick with ncr in future. 

It and duubt whence fo un* Such waa the deftiny of this wicked 

ed and unaccountable, and, but extraordinary man.-— —His real 

fic time, fo pcrfevcriug a fyf* name was James Atkjn ; bat he was 

iqnity could proceed. much bttter known by \hat of John 

happily at latl brought to t the Painter. He was perhups the moil 

) by a fcizure of the offender^ Angular phenomenon to whic\ the tem- 

time after leaviug Brifl.ol, pcftuoufnef« of the times gave Wili.— 

f further adventures of the i he boldnefs and magnitude of his eA« 

, waa taken up» on fufpicion. ttrprife, the motives that produced it» 

"cd upon examination with a which tbo* erroneous and unjudifiable^ 

ind aflurance that almoft dif* were not mean* the refolution and in* 

; thofc who were auihoriCcd duftry with which ft wasconduded, the 

s into his condud. He a* toils, difficulties and hardfhips, witit 

th furpriflog art every captious which an individual in low circumftan* 

nor when he was brought ccsmuft ha%-ccon(lantly ilnig;rtcd in his 

e Lords of the Admiralty did la hours to accomplifli it ; all theft con* 

intednefs fail him ; he anfwer* fiderations render it, tho' highly atro« 

word with the fame caution, cious, and crimtnial no K(s an object 

incd equally calm and unper- of allonifhment than execration. 

r The ideas of the danger with whicfi 

, however, were found to bring Great Britain was menaced, both 

tedion.-— A man of the fame from within as well as from without, 

, who had alfo lived in .Ame- received an additional weight from thia 

rho was an American, vilited erent. Minillry had already begun to 

)rifon, and pretended muck put the nation in a ilronger f^ ate of 

nd forrow at his Htoatton.— defence than had hitherto been thnugliC 

^ly affeAcJ to be no Icfa at- nectffiry. Sixteen {hips of the hoc 

the caufe of America than had been added to thofc already m 

lerhimfelf, and already to en* commiflion ; and other preparation* 

:ny undertaking to ferve that made,^that mauifelled fpccuhiuoiis of 

An intimacy being thus pro- unfriendly oeligns from abroad, 

tweeo them, the 6r«l was ac in the mean time the ftflion of Par- 

duced to difvlofe himfelf. £vt- liament was opened on the laft day cff 

og obtained in this manner^ O^ober, 1776. in the fpeech deli* 

*ongbt to his trial at Portf* vercd from the Throne, it was re pre- 

rhere he maintained hia chare- fcnted, among other particulars, that 

! laft, reje^ing and invaliilare- the people of America had not only 

eAimony of hta .falfe filend renounced their allegiance tot heCrow^Ot 

bafenefa and treachery of his and their political connexion with 

r. He received his condem'» this country, but rejeded with cir- 

» death with great compofure, cum dances of indignity and infult,'the 

his fate with a fortitude wor* means of conciliation held out to the:h 

better caufe than that which by the Comnii£Qon fcnt cut for that 
id for. Whca at the point of very f urpofe. That if their f«(iflanc« 
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rope. Their faTourers compared their 
bJuvinur to thit of the ancient Ro* 
maus, when almoll vanquifh.-d by Pyr- 
ruusy and wU.> in the miiltl of t!:e fc- 
verc!l dwfeaiB an J lofri^i, never fubmirt- 
ed to dcfpondericy» and (litl continued 
to bid him dciiance. 

It was QUI only with Britifh troops 
and th<:ir Euiopean auxiharics the 
Co'i^refs had now to contend : a do- 
meilic enemy hid been excited to in- 
vade the teiritories oi thi Colonirii 
in a part wfiiJi WM coutidercd as the 
leaU dcfcnUble. 

The Umith agents among the In- 
diansy had long cxc:rt::d their cndra- 
voars to brin^r thcin into the coutelt, 
u aUies to Britain. Tarough the vi- 
gilance and adinf;) of thofe wiio lud 
been employed by tt>c Congul's to 
prevent fucU a nnr^fore Ironi taking 
|)Uce, it had been repeat evily dtt'eat- 
cd» and a plan of auiiiy between the 
tndbn nntion and the CoIoniiU liad 
been fettled^ npon terms cqu^illy ac- 
ceptable to both. But uotwiihiland- 
lug thefe fucceiUve fculiires, the 2c«il 
and activity of the britith agents did 
not abate. Tory were experiment- 
ally acq*iaintcd wiih the Bcklenefa of 
tbcfe people and with the readiLefs 
to concur in any entirpnze from 
irhcnce profit 'vas to arifc. Ijy dint 
ef feaf jaable prcfcute, and by hold* , 
ing out to them the profped cf the 
immenfe booty that would U\\ into 
their pofTcIUon, they induced them to 
take up armi in the caufe of Britain. 

In order toenc<jurage them by the 
probability of fucccfs, they laid before 
them the Icheme of adion that was to 
be purfued upon this oecafion. A 
conHderaUe force was lo be fent to 
Well Florida* which was to march 
through the country of the Greeks, 
Chickefaw8» and Cherokccs..Strength* 
cned fay the warriors ot thofc nations 
til is force was to fail upon Virginia 
and the Carolinas* and thus dillrad^ 
the attention of the Colonifts, while 
the Britifh armamcpts wcte invading 
iJiC fcM CQ^-ils. 



Bat the ladiana were not i 

ftipport relied upon in tbtaiili 

it was to be f irwbrdecl by ibc 

ration of others, in whosi 

greater dependence might hi 

Circular lettem were dtftrihi 

nioiig the well-affe£bed to the 

government in the back fad 

acquainting them wilbtfaeprv^ 

thu were making agaiiil tbc 

nies, and cxhoriiug them to I 

dcfign that fccmed to proai 

furtlt fuccefsb The other iflhi 

in general were fummtrticd toj 

adherents to Britain, wiihprw 

the ki'iuicft treatment in ca(e( 

compliance ; but war.ing thci 

fame time, of the c*trtaio ni 

able miferies they wouid U 

cjfe oi'd refnf^l. Ihey were 

ed to repair to the place wfa 

royil ilandard was to be ercAi 

gcther with their horfes, their 

and as large a flock of provi 

they could colle£k ; for all win 

ihjuld be gcneniufly piiid. 

mean tine, a fubfcri prion C0| 

dedariig their allegiance, dca 

that it might be known who 4 

friends or the ene:nies to Brini 

Thufe who conduced tbis k 
did it fo efil'dually, that an t 
fnf!irre(^ion toUowed in conK 
of it, among the Indians. % 
the plauQbL'ity of a plan tbai 
them fuch grcit adrantage 
eaiity forgot the engagemca 
had formed witli the Colonica» 
tered heartily into a ccnfedi 
gaindthem. Even theirancieill 
tlic Six Nations, fwerved fn 
fidelity on this oecafion | mi 
bem of them were indnccdf 
hopes of plunder, to juin t^ 
mies. 

This Indian infttrrefiidb <$ 
ced among the Orccka, a fia 
ritpa:ions people, whole. Ik 
were accomp4nied with thilfc 
ful preparations of bailMui'^ "^ 
dcr an (ndian war fo to 
tbax aic tiL^fcd to ita o 
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Utn rtf beinpf powerfdlly 
icy pfocecdeJ w»iti great 
I ii»!j5«-tii:jfil)r irt their in' 
It fiiidin;jf thtmfclvcs iin- 
nd kiio^vin^ th tt if tiiojr 
ne, they would quickly be 
, Ihey held a confiiltationt 
fras agVced aniunqr tlitrir 
fill, and tonn;)ly forprtce 
n they had ofFcndcd. It was 
t the Conj^rcfsi fiiat this 
rtin Imltilitits bcforctliey 
iV tlirothcn, and had for" 
i-rftrted them : this a<- 
y drffcmhtcd the injofy» 
r concluded a treaty of 
them. 

g^hbours, the diierokeesy 
>'etlfd their preparations; 
^ to *nform them, that 
irchiifg agAMift theenemyv 
1 their a(iiftance : but tb^ 
ncd them for anfwer, that 
icd the hatchet (o deep, 
nt)t be fdUnd* TRe Che- 
evtf, ptoceeded without 
adcd the back fettlrmcnti 
>f {}1ace8, fpteading maf« 
ibtion ctcry where. 
>nrous incurfion was not 
Ion.— s^'lTicCoionici of 
J Carolina aflcmbling a 
fmilkiiy haded with all 
rch'ef of their country- 
attacked the Indians with 
ff and defeated them in 
er withprodigioiiiflaugh- 
Irote them otit of all the 
:ments, and purfiied theih 
1 country : w here they dr^ 
!ir inhabitants and burned 
I of corn and o*her provi- 
rtffn and de^ailaiion was 
: Cherokee iration was in 
ermrnated : what remain- 
to accept of any terms 
I thooght proper to im- 
;m. 

'tf complete and (fecifi^re,* 
> all apprehenfions from 
dians. I>ieading the fate 
Tokeev thcj eoptimfcd! 



^uiet at home, and gave up all thought 
of the [5trijedeJ expedlcion. ihe 
cruelties that had been exercifed by 
thefe rav;ige warrdrs, gave fjch uni- 
Verfal pfFenceto allbartics that both 
the well and the ilUafftdcd to the 
Britifh caufcy concurred in exprefEn^ 
the utmdfl abhorrence df fiich a man- 
ner of carr)'ing on hoftilicic^, and in 
cdndenrinin<> thdfe i^ho had promoted 
this Indian inv::fidn. 'I'he confequencii 
w.is, that numbers of the adherents to 
Britaiui dcttrmined to renounce afl 
fuch menfures in future; as experience 
had pro^rd them td be frui clefs, an A 
as tllc]r ttrere eiitirety rcpuguant i6 
humanity. 

I'his total deliverance froth thfe 
flears which had fo long alarmed the 
inhabitants of the inteifor and remote, 
parts of thk (Colonies, was an event of 
the utmoft eonfeqaence to the Ame- 
ricans. Ic anfwcred two endii : it 
fhowed that the Indians were not fo 
formidable as the^ had been reprefent* 
ed, and that they li^iglft eaflly be re- 
pulfcfd ; and ft femdved, it the fame 
timei all apprehenfions that they 
migitt be aided by thofe among the 
Colon ids who Wer^ difaffc^d. td the 
roeafures of Congrcfs. 

This fccurity to their back fettle- 
ments, was a circumdunce the more 
defirablci as it enabled Congrefs to 
tuni the whole of their attention to 
thofe operations that were immediately 
und.r their eye.— Had they been 
obliged to provide for the deience of 
thole didant places* while they were 
fo clofcly prcffed by the Biitifli armies 
towards the clofc of the cnrnpaign, 
their didrefs might poiEbly have beeu 
to:> great to be remeditd« But having 
now no internal foe to oppofe* they 
were quite at liberty to improve thoi!e 
at.'vantages which Geneff^^ VVafhing* 
ton had gained towardb tKe^end of 
that year, and the commencement of 
the enfuing. 

He was nOw builiy employed in the 
J^rleys id harufELfi^ vlbk o\\\-^^^^ tjl 
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perfon ihtj knew for ibe ftatton he 
n-'W filled with in much reputation, 
previous CO this unhappy difj^ute, he 
was a private gentleman poflVflcd of a 
ha tafoinei patrimony ; but hit mind 
was much more liberal than his for- 
tune ; his generous and hofpitable 
behaviour had recommended him to 
public notice^ much more than hit 
affluence. Had this been hit only 
diltindion, be would have attained 
aetther greatnefs nor £imc among hit 
countrymen : and would have remain- 
ed in obfcurity like many others, that 
had 00 other claim to ihcir predilec* 
lion. 

Thofe whi compofed the CoDf^efs, 
were not tne rtcbeft men in the land. 
Their capacity and their refoltttioo 
had di6bited the propriety of cleding 
them. Tiiey held their authority from 
the good opioioa of the people ; the 
republican ideas prevailing m Ameri* 
ca all J wed them nj other right to 
rule. It was abfurd, therefore, to 
afTert that the Americans were now 
become fljvifli and fubmiflSve : fuch a 
fndden change could not be fuppofed 
in men, who were known to be (launch 
levellers, and declaied enemies of all 
perfonal prerogatives; whothought and 
aded with more freedom and inde- 
pendency of judgment, thanaay civiliz- 
ed people wtiatever ; who were more 
jralous of theii liberties than any other 
nation ; and who, in defence of their 
rigiits, had taken up arms, and were 
now tnfpired with a determination to 
facriiicc all that was dear to them^ 
rather th m fubmic to demands that 
isrere contrary to their inclinations. 

SjcIi a race o( men were not to be 
nade tools of by a few dciigning in- 
dividuals. 'I he truth was, ttie whole 
continent had uaanimuuny dlfapproved 
the conduct Iff the Brir.(h adminiftra- 
lion ; and when it was found, that it 
.perfitled in ocafures oppolite to their 
rrqueils, and that no ezpoftulationt 
would prevail, the Colonies had af- 
iociatcd to oppofe thcfe meafarci } and 
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had likeaB other ptopfe 
ctrcumflaBGCtt bcra ecMBpdIfll 
chof-fc diredoNra (or the finn 
agement of their albira. M 
direAioo of thia nature imply 
Their leaden were appointed 
people at Iarge« chufeo anwni^t< 
reiponfible to a public that coota^ 
watched all their p rqcc^ d iug^ 
would withdraw ita coafidcaee 
moment it (aw the Icaft caofe. 
what face conid miailten pot liHki 
fertiont into a fpecch, l\ 
contain nothing bat the 
Bioft anqueftionable truth t 

Wiuit were the terms of < 
offered to the Americnns^ Fui_ 
upon unconditional fubintflfciB. 
ninillers ferioufly imagine the 
ricani would accept df fuch 
Could they doubt an inftantt tkttl 
would be refu&d with ii " 
and that fuch a treatment 
ceflarily produce refiftanoe f fHj 
the neccffary courfe of things, 
followed with a determination to 
off the yoke of a oowert from 
they had nothing further to 
enmity. 

it had been afferted, that no 
enj:>yed greater happinefa« and 
under a milder government than I 
Britifh Colonies ; .their profperitfi 
the ftrength to which they hadi 
ed, were inftanced at proofti 
fertion was true ; but militated 
thofe who made it. Why did 
iorcf fo rich and powerful n 
the Britifh empire to fever i\' 
the parent iUte, at a time 
animity and good underfti 
fo neceflary, to enable this 
face the potent enemiea» 
fecretly witching for 0[ 
defpoil it of its power I ' 
fabric of British grandeor, 
the wifdom of our forcfiHthei% 
long preferved by their proAmi 
valour, wai on the point of iMi 
filiing to pieceti by the of" 
the ri^aebidicoMiMeftif ii 
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warntogs of every kind could 
mootfh^ nor even reiterated ex- 
re induce to deOftfrom meitfurft 
ere cTidentljr pregoiot with de- 
>n ? 

ftt could minlfters mean by af- 
i of friendly and paci6c fenti- 
from abroad ? Poor polittciani 
hey bCy who depended upon 
flnrances, in the bed of timesy 
\ioiit qnarters whence they now 

Old grudges were not fo eaGly 
ca ; and this nation had every 
to apprehend from thofe to 
it had done fo much mifchief in 
: war. Kefentment and ambi. 
fBt hand in hand upon thiioc- 
and would not loic fo fair an 
luity of revenge, as that which 
cned by this fatal quarrel be- 
Sreat Britain and her Colonies, 
eparations of thofe powers who 
o friendly a language, were no 

their partiality to the Amen- 
ewed their intentions to this 
' ; their encouragement to the 
rrs that were capturing the 
merchantmen, was a fufficient 
of the deiign* that were up- 
in their councils, and was but 
dc to what we were to ezpeft, 

as circomftancis had bruu^^ht 
ins to malurfty. 
tik for unanimity, after plung- 
: nation into fuch calamities, 
highcft infnlt to a fenfible peo- 
ianimity was the refult of good 
: and fuccefs ; but not of im- 
c and malverfation : it implied 
ice and efteem ; but who 
Ive them to men who had for- 
9th ; who had craflied all rea- 
by dint c^ numbers, and derid* ' 
city and foreljght iifelf, when 
f to the unhappy events it had 
d ? The alfertiuns of that 
f which adminiftration aficfted 
smni hsd been fatally too pro- 

The Coloniea had refifted; 
id declared themfelvei Inde- 
5 they were fiBCrttlyi and 



would foon be openly alHded by our 
enemies : all this had been forctuld ; 
and all this had happened : minority 
would now venture to make one more 
alTrrtiop, which was, that i^mcrica waa 
loft ior ever. 

One method only remained to ex- 
tricate this country from thedifiicultics 
wherein it was involved, and to pre- 
vent itill greater. This was to recal our 
armies from America, and to repeal 
all the ads obnoxious to thit people. 
This, perhaps, might induce them to 
a re-union ; but fliould they refufe to 
return any more to a (late of fubor- 
dinatioa to Britain, ilill it were wifcr 
to acknowledge their independency, 
and to unite i^'ilh them apou a foot* 
ing of parity, than to continue (bedd- 
ing their biood, together with our 
own, to no other purpofc, than to 
fatiatea bafe and unprofitable rcfent- 
menr. ^ 

A war with the whole H<»ufe of 
Bourbon, and perhaps with other powers»- 
would be the inevitable confequencc 
of continuing hoftilities in America ; 
but fuch a war at prefcnt would no 
longer refemble thofe we had formerly 
waged with the Princes of that family. 
Powerful as they were at that time 
they would tlill be much -more form- 
idable now that the (Irength of Ameri- 
ca would be thrown into their fcale. Ic 
was a forrowfui, but a true rcilcdlion, 
that one half of the Britifh nation, was 
become an inftrumcnt in the hands t>f 
our natural enemies, with which moft 
effedually to diftre(8 the other. 

Impelled by thefe c.>gent reafons, 
it was the duty of every man who felt 
them, to oppofc an addrefs approving 
of meafures which, if perliUcd in, mull 
terminate in calamities, chat would 
give fuch deadly wounds to Britain, as 
might prove incurable, and bring her 
to fuch a lUte of debility, as would » 
from one of the fir ft powers in the 
world, reduce her to hold but a fecon- 
dary rank among the European na« 
tioBS. 
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Tht addrefA was jufliRrd on the n* 
tlicr fide ill u\\ its part:-, as fouiitied 
Upon equity, prudence, and fpirit. 
Nothing ^ai rccomincn^IeJ bv it, that 
tended 10 opprcfs the Aimru*aiis: iiu 
more was tu be rrqu'red of them tiian 
a returi) to the lame obedience, -vhich 
tvery other Briti(h fu* jc£l was bound 
to pay. Was it, in the mean time, con- 
fill ent with the wifdom. in which this 
nation fo judly prided itfelf, to throw 
away the fruits of the infinite caret 
and expcnces it had beflowed upon 
the C >l»iiicB, while any hope rcmdin- 
cd of rcc'aimiijg them from their de- 
fection ? I o give them' up, would be 
to ref);:n the we?1th, the (lrength,and 
th^- importance of Great firitdin : they 



their duty, were cqtiany def«r»ing of 
cfiifure. f'he frtqucnl breach oltbil 
duty, did not diminifh TtsheniuulRcfi; 
it n-38 indeed become fo common, that 
unrcflcdin^ people thought it hanllj 
mt riled notice, and claimed* as it weie 
a foit of lacil allowance from tl'egeac- 
rality of its practice. But fuch peo- 
ple ought to be ti'Id, that neither ha« 
bit nor prefcripttoo can give a fanfttua 
to iniquity. The more comoiofl the 
crime, the greater the (caodal. Na- 
tions ought no more to be riempsed 
from condemnation, when they dcti* 
ate from rectitude, than the moH ob- 
fcure individuals. 

Upon this principle the iohabitMd 
of the Colonies weie guilty ofgicat 



prtre ev ccntly at (lake in the pre fen t undutifulnefs and ingratitude, in d^ 
GOiiteil ; were the iflac of it contrary nying the requtft of their parent ftit^ 
to vk hbl was hoped by ail well wiihers - . _ . ^ . 

to their c>ui)try, its fall and degrada- 
tion would be the uccciTiry coufe- 
qu'.ncf. 

1 1 was equally repu^^nant to that 



i'icn of C'ur.f^e, fo much bo..llcd of fallacious afiertiun ; they wcreapiit 

in ii.c Briiifli nati >it, tn he tcrriiitd o( the cmpiret and ouj{ht, in juttice|tt 

Oil (.-fhcir rigiits oy ti.icuts, or by contribute to the utmoli ot their sbi- 

rcallauce. 1 t<e (ir:l wab unworthy of lilies to its common estgencieSi as wu 

tnnr notice; ai.d tlicr Iccond it be- aa this country* But this they mot 

ci'.e ihv-.n tciovrrconc- b) tha'. valour, certainly had not done* While prcr 

v:.ic!i ridd fi) long bc^ n ihc^ dread of iuves of every kind fell upon the iuh>* 

their cKMii.cs. ; he q.iviiion \%a8 no^v, bitants of Britain, ihofcot the Col'ioici 

Vfto (!;.;uld be malicrs of America ; enjoyed an ea ft of piulpcrityifuchil 

vbi'Rvr Lin aiii, that had founded, no people on earth had evcrbceort* 

ruiturcd, and ptotc£l<.d its Colonies cordea to have experienced. 6cvctt 

th'rc dininsr the fpace of near two indigence wa| the lot uf multitpdci 
Ccniuru'fc, (h >uKi Aili retain them ; (f 



to affill her in the difficulties ihc b^i 
incurred on the joint account of oothi 
To fay that the mouoply of their trade 
was a f jScicnt compenfaticiti for wfcit 
Ak had done on their behalf» wal l 



wix-ther iiiOle CiiL>iiic8, now arrived at 
ma. uritv, mould Inurn at the hdi d ih^t 
had ra fed them, and plunge the dag- 
ger ivio Mic b« fom of their parent 
flate ? Wovld any one th;it vla^ not 
ao enthuluft m repuSiiCdn piiiciplcs, 
and an advi/Cate of pu!it*cil lice- t-ouf- 
ntfs, deny '.l;>8 to be a fdii iU euicnt 
of the qiuOioii ? 

There wa;' a nitTalicy in public, as 
well as in private tranfad^oiis. Na- 
tions were boand to each other by 
titk of j^rrai tUile, n<> leis thin ii.divi- 
dtuJt i aad nhea they (wcived (lOOk 



of this ifland : the poor's rate IM> 
amble tclUmony of wliat nu7»bcrs weft 
in want ; but the r^Riericaos kocf 
iio dillrelTes of this kind ; they wcic 
well boui'ed, well fed, aiui well cbdt 
and whoever, was induUriuuti waifuit 
to lead a comTortable lifit. 

This was an unanfwerable proof, that 
the people of Britain, eiertcdthcmficto 
much more for the com mou good sf 
the empire .than thofe of the Coloaicfi 
It was therefore a reafonabk argmiKSt 
in favour of the demands, ouKk bf 
the Britifh Icgiflature upoQ the Cob- 
ii\^%% *Y\L<£\t x^C^Csi was BOt fbosdci 
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ab'c motives. TVc Internal 
I opuUtice of wMch tliey 
t:d, nianifcttcda muchgreat- 
to be»r additional taxes, 
oinparative circumftatices 
lib in Bntain. 

rtafou of arguing was over ; 
rans had bid us defiance and 
It our enemies : the fword 
jre to decide ; it was tiow 
, whether we could reJucc 
bcdience by fupcrior force. 
to fail, it would be vain to 
her expeditat. Th^jr Wfrc 
ally found to be ungovern- 
hrough fmr^ Lenity and 
r bad been tried to no ef- 
had only prompted them to 
r audacioufnefs, and to af* 
i!e of diflaiors In their cur* 
« with li^overnment. It had 
d on indeed under the title 
'emonftrances and petitions ; 
ould nut. conceal the baugh*.. 

obUioacy of their difitofi* 
he determination that was 
hrough all their pretences of 
t» to render Britain fuhfcfvi- 
Ir own convcniency, and to 
:ir inttreds no further, than 

be made conducive to their 
ifivcly of all confidetations • f 
ivier weight of burthens and 
lorne by Britain, for the dc- 
protedion of *the whole em* 

fct time to alTert our nation* 
and fuprcmacy ; we were 
rength and vigour ; the re- 
this country, though they 
:ricd to a great extent, were 
zbauRed. They could not 
'ed upon a more critical and 
occafion than the piefent. 
y had a right to demand un- 
lid to call upon oppcHtion to 
I thwarting the meafures that 
ling againli America. What- 
had been contained in fome 
prtdi6^ions, they had erred 
y tn the principal point of 
c, by dtnying the iatention 



of the Colonies to caft off the fover* 
eignity of this country. It was incum- 
bent upon all good (ubjedts, aftcr'fuch 
a proof of iutinccrity, to place no fur- 
ther confidence in the prott!tations« of 
whatever kind, that might come from 
America. While they continued to 
refill on the footing of fubjc6t<) coa« 
tending fur their rights, ptople might 
be I xcufed for pleading in their favour ; 
but tl.ey had now turfeiicd all right 
to patronage in this country ; and to 
cfpouic their caufe at prelent, could 
htfiroly becpuddered in any other light 
than that pf difaife^ion and diOoyalty. 
It was bafe and infidious to reptc- 
fent the circumftauccs of the nation a| 
deplorable and defperatc. Such ideas 
could only inculcate defpondcncy which 
ought not to be admitted ait the worft 
of times ; men of true fpint wouli 
preferve hope in the midti of advcriity 
and real friends to their country,would 
never cneouragc defpair ; but the tctt 
of the patriotifm in thofe whopatro- 
nifcd the Americans, fcemed of htc 
to confill in reprefenting Britain at at 
the lowed ebb. 

The fucceffes of the laft campaign 
in America afforded a well-grounded 
profpcd of fettling affairs to our fatif* 
iaition, a fpiritcd profecution of the 
bufioels in hand, wuuld fpeedily coa- 
clude it. None but enemies to their 
country, would throw any obftaclesia 
the way of to dtfirable an objeA,ai that 
of humbling her foes, whether ther 
dwelt lu Europe or ou the contioco't 
of America ; whet he: they were for- 
eign nations, long ufcd to rivalfhip and 
enmity, or a people fprung from tbt 
fame origin as ourfelvcs, and embold* 
ened by that flourifhiug fituation ia 
which we had placed them to make 
the firli cffay of their ilrength upon 
thnfe from whom it was derived. 

Much was threatened from abroad^ 
and great terrors held out, that occa- 
fuiu would brtakenfromthefe unhappr 
broils to do Great Britain itt^^^x-tVJA 
damage » t\ihtt b^ lc\m^ta\xi%<^^'CB^ ^x 
by aitAGkvu)^ >u vu v\i^ t^^cuc^ ^ orox 
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ieets and armict But the prudence of 
government had fully obviated thefc 
object iont. A fufficicot force was 
preparing to face all dangers at home ; 
sod the profperity oF uur arms abroad 
badt it was well known, catl a damp 
on all the parttfans of the Americans 
throughout Europe. However well 
they might wi(h them, the rood iiive* 
tcratc" of our foes would not venture 
to engage in fo diftant a quarrel, until 
tbey faw better figns of its terminating 
to the advantage of our opponents. 

Wc were now in the caieer of vic- 
tory i it would betray weaknefs and 
imbecillity to be driven out of it by 
mere apprehenCons, The obje^ in 
pnrfuit was cf fuch confcquence, that 
we could not dcfert it cither in honour 
or intereft. It was the prefervation of 
thofe poflcffions, on which fo great a 
proportion of our commerce and our 
ftrength was founded. We (hould not 
therefore relinquifh them until every 
effort had been made to retain them: — 
To ad other wife would jullly fubjed 
us to the imputation of a hearilefs and 
puGlanimous people. If it were our 
misfortune to lofe thefe valuable domi* 
vionsy Hill wt ought not to put it in 
the power of our enemies to fay, that 
we loA them for want of courage to 
defend them. 

What countenance could we bring 
to a treaty of accommodation viith the 
i^mcricanSy the very moment, as it 
were, after they had done us the great* 
eft injury they were able ? Had a 
treaty been ad vi fable before, it was no 
longer pradicable atprefent, unlefs we 
meant to condcLend to the loweft de- 
gree of humiliation. But the preferva- 
tion of our honour was of more impor- 
tance than even that of America. Ad- 
mitting that we had aAed erroneoufly 
in our former pioceedings with the 
ColonieSythtir prefent beiiaviour coun- 
tcrballanced all the grievances of which 
they complained. At all events we 
liad a dear right to make good cur 
claims to the participation of thofe 
benetitiythc profpcd of enjoying which 



bad indnced nt, id comaot «)| 
m^y other oat ions, to fenad cdMi 
in this newly difcovcred pan of W^ 
world. 

The people at large weie tm 
greatly alienated from the AnacrioH 
however they might oocc have hM 
inclined to favour them, they vefcU, 
of rcfentment at their late coqdadL 
The declaration of I odepcndeney k^ 
entirely altered their opinioo oiFtkt 
Colonics ; and they were hcarti^dK 
pofcd to concur io any meafurea uimi 
dcr to compel them to fubmiffijik 

With fo many reafoo^bk mutifiMK, 
periift in the deterqainatioo to itdM 
the Colonics to obediencet it wash%' 
juft to approve of an addrefs that »n 
commended it. The general Unfcff, 
the nation coincided with the opiiiai-» 
of the majority in Pariianaent opaotUl . 
occaGon ; and an unanimity of thiai^t 
turc had always been confidersd aia, 
proof of rrditude ia the cooduA au^ 
dopted by mini ft ry. | 

The conclufion of thefe debates wa^j 
that the addnfs waa carried ia tht* 
Houfe of Lords by ninety-one vota It,' 
twenty- Gx ; and iu the Huufc of Co^^: 
moos by two hundred and thirty HM . 
to eighty- three. 

Various, in the mean time, wercllf;! 
fentiments and difpoGtiona ofpcofk 
relating to th«: Gtuation of public d^.;^ 
fdirs. Though a majority aflcnui^^ 
to the propriety of compulGve meafmcif? 
in America, yet their appiobada^. 
was not given with that warmth ujlt' 
fcivour which ufually accompanies a de- 
claration of hoftilitics againti thekoovi 
and long avowed enemies of this cona- 
try. The idea of that objed for which 
they were to contend, was not fuficH 
entiy powerful to awaken much reinli* 
ment. The vail diftance of the ftcM 
of adlion. and the remoteucCi of ima^ ' 
diate peril, rendered people left attca* 
tivc to the tranUAions that were lab" 
ing place, and lefs alarmed at tlMS- 
confequences than their realimyaf^- ' 
ance required a rcfleCiiBg imioft M^ 
have been. 
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rho chiefly interedcd them- 
the bufinrfsy were fuch as 
large coDCribatioi>8 from A- 

alleviate the public burthens 
Thefe were the mod oumcr- 
»beiog a clear ^nd dilUo^ 
ained ofcourfcthe moft ex- 
fluence. Others again were 
by motives of seal for the 
ie oation,which they thought 
;cr a dininuuon by yielding 
ft with its Colonies. Tliere 
great numbers who profefled 
s unable to decide which of 
>ntendant8«Britain or Ameri* 
mod jaftitiable in their re- 
iretenljoas. Thefe obferved 

neutrality, and feemed to be 
deficient about the fuccefs of 
rty. 

ould ft be forgotten ithat the 
diffipation» and the eagernefs 
rfait of pleafure which had 
years fodrongly chanidcnfcd 
St operated at thi^ ptriod in 
i and (Irikiug manner. So 
as this propcnfity,that noth- 
mufement mjv '«Uowed of in 
y among many of the politcft 

and that politics efpecially 
:luded from all genteel con- 

■ 

g perfons of this defcription 
iiiverfally rcmarkedi that a 
:quirfceiice in the views and 
of admin iftrition, was the 
maxim. But as it rofe from 
tnoUTC than the fear of being 



interrupted in their favourite purfuita 
by party difquifitionSy they feemed 
in general to be little afftdted by the 
good or ill fortune of either fide. 

That divifion of the people which 
cfpoufed the caufe of the Americai«s« 
was incomparably more animated than 
any other. They had from the be- 
ginning of the contcd acquired this 
chara^ety and they continued to pre- 
ferve it. They dreaded the faoce&oC 
mintfterial meafures in Americat fron 
an apprehenfion of the danger that 
would refult from ii to the liberties of 
this country. In this perfuafion, tbej 
were indefatigable in reprcfenting evo* 
ry where the neceiSty of putting an 
end to the difpute. ^^^7 confidered 
it as ruinous in every (hape : (hould 
the Britifh arms prevail, though this 
miglit redound to the reputation of 
Britain, it would eventually, by*a chain 
ofcaufes not difficult to unfold, occa- 
fion, in all likelihood, the lofs of free« 
dom. Should America, on the con- 
trary, be (uccefsful, the dignity of 
Britain wonld be hurt, and its luftre 
tarniflitd among the nations. The 
dilemma was equally perplexing either 
way, and the only expedient to avoid 
it, was a reconciliation with America^ 
founded upon terms of reciprocal 
equality, before the operations of war 
had decided the fuperiority in the 
field. Such were the fen time nts an4 
wifhes, of a confidcrable part ol the 
nation. 
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CHAP. XV. 



ParUamentary Tran/a^iofis rtlaiing to Jmeriia* 

1776.— 1777. 



SHOR"^LY after tbc meeting of 
Parliament, a motion was isade in 
the Houfe of Cummona hj Lord 
John CaTendifh, fur a revi(al of all 
thofe aAi by which the Coloaics 
thought themfelvea aggrieved. 

The reafoD he allcdged for making 
this motion was, that fjch a rcvil'al 
would Come very effc dually in aid of 
the proclamation ifTaed by the coni- 
miifionert in America, by which the 
people in the Colonies werc^'given to 
Uttderdand, that the Crowo would con- 
cur iinfttch a meafure. 

It was neceflary^ he obferred, that 
Parliament fliould at fpcedlly as paf- 
fible confirm this declaraiion. What- 
ever propofals were matde to the Ame- 
ricaot on the part of admin iilration, 
they would not be credited without 
tbia additional fandion. It • would 
remove all mi dm ft, and eftablifh that 
confidence, without which no negocia- 
tiou could proceed. If it was therefore 
fcrioufly meant tb fulfil the pnrpofet 
of the declaration, miniftry ought 
chearfully to concur in this motion. 

It was however, oppofed with great 
warmth. —The arguments allcdged 
againii it were, that to take up fuch 
a difcuflion at the prefent, might em- 
barrafs the commiflioners, and impede 
a aegociation that was perhaps com- 
menced, and already in fome for- 
ward nc fa. If they had begun, they 
ought to be left to conclude it. Being 
on the fpoc, they were be ft judget 
how to conduct a treaty with the 
Calonifta, and what conccflioDt might 
be graotcd or with held* 



In the frqiiel of the dcbitr « 
ed by this motion, it was aflfei 
miiiiftry, that until the Congi 
refcindc J the declaration of lac 
ency, no treaty could be enter 
with America. 

Such an afr*rtioQ wu f 
cenlurcd by oppofiiion. It 
Icfs than a dcnuuoiation of w 
all its calamities, unlefs the Afl 
implicitly admitted the princi|i 
now 'in litigation, without a 
liminary Aipulation. 

The moft haughty and a 
Pniices had condefcended ti 
with their revoked fubjc&Si'ii 
ftanding they had renounced I 
legiauct. Philip the Seo 
8pain, treated with the pcopli 
Seven United Provinces of the 
lands, after they hdd abjured hi 
rity, aud declared themfeln 
pendent 9 he was* not above 
propofals to them, and prooD 
reftore them to all tlieir righta 

Inftances of the fame kiud a 
adduced from all hiftorica : < 
afforded enuuprh to (how the 
priety and raninefs of fuch ) 
tion, which was utterly too 
with found policy, and tended 
duce the moll fatal confeqneM 

Other reaftraings were alio- 

in fupport of the motion | bl 

neverthclefs reje^ed bj n 1 

of one hundred and uu^^ I 

feven. 

lliis rejef^ion cnfpeiitedl 
ortty to a violent degree* T 
fcemed to have fcwmob* 4$ 
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> &top catirely the conteft with 
ry upon all quelliona relating to 
ica* They arowedly withdrew 
ver any were propofcd, and from 
rriod left r he tioufe to the full and 
tirbcd poflcili >a of the mijurity. 
>rder to jullify this fecefll >n, it 
icdgred thiit an attendance in the 

upon thefe matters, was inef- 
l and nui>atory ; the weight of 
rs wai irreiiftible» and baffled 
^linfieata. It was a degrading 
alwayt to contend with a cef- 

of being defeated. Difcuflioii 
aza where people's votes were 
cermined. There was a time 
reafonin;; was liilened to, and 
s due influence ; but as experi* 
ad fhown that time was no more, 

wifer to acquit fee in. filence, 
) undergo the fatigue of a fruit- 
ipofition* They had for years 
ed to convince their opponents 

dangers into which they were 
to precipitate this country ; aud 
I it impoffibic to ftem the torrent 
ieluded multitude, they would 
or the prefcDty and. wait with 
:e until the frenzy of the day had 
;d» and people were brought to 

confideration of things, either 
'h their own timely reflection, or 
RviAion enforced upon them by 
«able CYenisl 
: ieafon was not yet come for the 

to be undeceived* it was the 
: of fo many to continue the de- 
I, that it would lad till au accu* 
9i| of calamities had opprtflcd 
:ioo to fucb a degree, as to be 
all degrees* Until then^ indi- 

fcemcd too generally difpofcd 
nit to minifterial influence, and 
jp at thofe benefits which were 
It to thofe who could further 
figns of men in power. The 
rere fo degenerate that no man 
have an opinion of his own, with 
to hia tntereft or pretenfiona in 

affairs. The venality fo. much 
iacd of in former days, was an 



obje<!^ of no confiJeration, when cntlx* 
pi red to its pre fen t increafe. It wai 
then temporary and occafional, but it 
was now reduced into a fyftem ; it 
pervaded all ranks and profeffions.<-^ 
Means were found to make them ill 
fubfervient to the purpofesof miniHry | 
fuch amazing numbers wfre benefited 
by their meaifurcs, that till defeats, dii-* 
appointments, and lolTcs of every kindf 
had difablcd them from purfulng thciV 
fchemes any longer, they were fare of 
a ready fupport from thofe ' whom 
they employed in their execution. 

For tbtfe reafons, minority judged 
it neceflary to arfufe their prefcnce to 
tranfa£kions which they difapprovedf 
and cuuld net hinder. They would 
referve themfelves for a more probable 
opportunity of being able to do fervice 
to their country. When they percei« 
vcd that aciverfity had, as ufual open- 
ed the eyes of men, they would then 
come forth again, and endeavour, if 
poifible, to remedy the evils which it 
was not flow in their power to prevent* 
—Such was the apology made by the 
minority for their fcctflion. 

The ftrength of miniftry was now 
become fo decifive, that whatever waa 
propofed, was inimediati ly approved 
of, and carried without any oppufitioa 
or debate. Never had ihoff at the 
helm met with more accord and acqui* 
efcence in the mod fuccefsfal eras 

Tne number of fcamen was now ia« 
creafed to forty five thoufand for the 
enfuiog year ; and the expence of the 
navy amounted to four millions two 
hundred and ten thoufand pounds, in- 
cluding the ordinary, the building and 
repairing of (hips, and a million that 
was voted to difcharge the debt of the 
navy. 

The expences of the land fervice 
were not Icfs enormous : the amount 
'waji near three millions, c^xclufiye of the 
extraordinaries of the preceding year« 
which exceeded twelve hundred thouf- 
and pounds, befidea new contra^ for 
additional troo^i icoia GeioMA^^^vc^- 
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gethcrwlth thf half, piy lift, and the 
pcofton rs ot Chclfcj. 

A bill WIS alfo J) jfTrd for grinn'ng 
commiiliiiiers to fit out private fliipr 
a;'uin t the A-ncricans. I his was fol- 
lowcil by another lo empower ilie 
CrowQ to ftcnrc Jiich perfuns as were 
aL'cmVd, or fuf;)c6leJ of hiflfh treafon, 
com in (tied either in Americ'i, or at 
Tea. By the provifions of this bill, 
they were li:i!lc to be detained in c.if- 
to'ly with >ut bntl or trial, while the 
law contiiiUK^J in force; it waf refer* 
vcfj to the Privy Council only lo ad- 
mit rhem to cither. 

This bill, h )wcver, did not pafs 
without oppnfiiion and fcv;:re uniai«id- 
verlion. It was contended thjt no 
legitimate or obvious reafon fnbfifted 
for iiiveliinpr the Crown wi:h fo unufual 
a power .There was no rebclh'oa, 

cither exifting or apprclicnded, in any 
piTt of Great Britain or Ireland- 
«>ach an extrjxirdinarv meafure couli 
h? tc^leratcd only in cafes of jjreal do- 
D rtic danqer, «kheii the realm or con- 
(litution were immecliately threatened ; 
but neit.tr of thrfe could be p!e:K!ed 
in the prtfe;u in (la nee. 'J he coercive 
ineafiiu's filrc.ijy taken a^.iin(i the 
Ameiicaiis, were amply futTicicnt, 
without any further additi<Mi ; and 
the fiifety of the kingdom was amply 
provivitd for by the vafl force at fca 
and land now in commiilian, and the 
readinef^ with wiiicli a now well le- 
gulated militia cjuH be called forth. 

'llic operations of lliis bill were of 
an alanuin};r nature. It would au^- 
_ ineiit the animiifity of the 'Vmcricans, 
and cxcrite them to rtcaliate, by adopt- 
ing mtafures of theiike nature. This 
' would euibittrr the minili of buth 
parties,, already ex '.rper:\tcd in a hijjh 
de«;ree. It wouLl incrcnfe the rajjc 
-with wliich hjililit.'e.i wnc ex:rciftd, 
'and render men anplacabie on either 
• fide. 

A variety of other arguments were 
allrdged againil the bill, which tend- 
ed to fhoW the ^Jan^er arifing from it 
io the liberty of the futjeft. 



The reply of minlftry WM,tlMCil 

thefe allegations were tlic effed rf 

gr')undlef:k difcontent, aad of a deter- 

mi nation to oppofe every meafvrc Mt 

government, however prudent tti 

weJl foaiided. The end of the Ul 

could evidently be no other thai ta 

fcize and imprifoo perfona guilty of 

treafonsble adions in the Coloniet, or 

on the feas or who a^^ed coatracy t» 

their allegiaace. Thofe who «ei«ifr 

noceiit of fuch pradicei had nochtog 

to dread ; but furely it was coniftcal 

both with law and reafon, to appre* 

hend all perfons both at home aad 

abroad, who were julHy fufpcded of 

bolJing a' rraueruus correfpondcacc 

with the Coloni'.ts, by fupplyiog jboi 

■with monev, or other means of retf- 

tarc^ or by conveyitg improper iateUi* 

gence to them. 

After a long and violent debitCi tke 
bill pafled by a majority of one hnadred 
and ninety- live, to forty three : to k 
incnnHderable and flender a force WM 
opuolitioQ now reduced upon this oc^ 
cafion, which numbers imagined woaU 
have called up a much greater lii of 
opponents. 

A petition was prefcnted by the 
city of I^ondon agnin it thia hiU» re- 
probating it fn the molt pointed tenaib 
and declaring it u neon (lit utionaU aii 
fuf)veriiife of the m(»(l valuable riglM 
of the people, fuSjecting them toaiU* 
trary proecedingn, aikl putting thcB ' 
out of the prote(^ion of the law. 

Great complaints were alfomaderf 
the profufion that accompanied tfel 
ex pence of the American war. Tkc' 
extraordinaries of the lali year ibr the 
operations by fca and land, ai 
to no Icfs than two millionat 
dred and feventy thoufand p oa a ill 
a fum exceeding the largcft mpifXOfii^ ' 
trd to thofe ferviccs in any year vAl 
lad war, uotwithftaiiding thc-pnlk 
gious fleets and armiea tlwl WW 
msiintaincd in fo manjr p«t» «f •ife 

wvild* - . 'y 
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* acconnti were rcprcfcntcd as 
cly ttitricate tod obfcure, in 

to fatigue the attention, and 
people from an examination. 
cnelitt allowed to contra6ior6 
aid to be enorraouii, and pall all 
ice ; their charge*^ were admit- 
ithout ■ doe infpedkiony and 
:count« wanted that explicit neft 
aluue could render them dear, 
udi for their authenticity. The 

tonnage had been raifed upon 
meot without apparent neccfii- 
at of rum was bevond the mar- 
ce ; and other articles had beea 
ted m the fame manner. Thtife 
id furnifhcd the army with pro« 

experienced fcvire complainti>i 
3unt of their bad q.ultty, and 
jcnily unwholcfonicnjfa. 

miniilry waa at great pains to 

and invalidate all tbcfe charges. 
ute and laborious detvil of the 

bran.'hes of pul:!ic expenJi* 
as laid before the Houfe« and 
explanation vfed* in order to 
the manner in which the public 

had beea expended. From 
nparativc prices at large, paid 
r dealings and travr«£tion8, it 
duced that the coll of the vari* 
iclet purchafed for the feryice 
Tnment, did not exceed thecur- 
emand for them elfe where, and 
cj bad been procured upon fair 
afonable terms. The hire of 
gf for inftance, had not been 
cd in the degree that had been 
d ; the price paid for tranfports 

greater than that given in time 
e, was far from inequitable : 
ce had rifcn, the wagea of 

were more than twice as large 
1 ; none but the beft built vef- 
:re taken up by government ; 
:re well manned and equipped, 
^aya fitted out for defence : 
creafc of wages, and addition 
It obliged the owners of vcfiels, 
fe tbcir demands on tonnage 

Gg2 



proportionably, otherwlfe they would 
be lofers. 

V;»ritius olje^ions were made to 
the acc(>unt8 givrn of the employment 
of theimmtiife fums levied upon the 
public. But what oppofition bore 
heavicd upon, was the bellowing of 
contrafls upon the members cf Par- 
liarr.ent. The mod harfh and fcvcie. 
animadvtrlions were made on this 
pradice ; it tt-as oprn and direct bri- 
bcty; it gave miniilry an opportunity 
of purcbafing votes in that Hcufe to ' 
an alarming extent ; as every time a 
new contrail became necefl'ary, the 
great profits refulting from it, excited 
the avidity of new competitors and 
laid them open to roinilltriul influence, 
in a manner equally undeniable und 
fcandalous. This was one of the con- 
fequences of the American war, and 
none of the lead pernicious, as it had 
created a new fund wherewith to cor* 
rupt the reprei'ciitativcs of ihc peo* 
pic. 

BntexcIuHve of this, it produced 
another no Icfs dctrimf ntc! in itb tdcdli 
to the pecuniary interclt of the public, 
than detrimental to its moralt*. It 
not only fubjtAd the member thus 
br:bed to the mitiider's command, but 
it reciprocally laid the miniller him* 
felf under the necefiiiy of conniving 
at the malverfjtion of the perlon whole 
adherence to his meafuren he had pur- 
ciiafed. What was this but a mutual 
toleration cf iniquity on both lidcs ? 
the more ofienfive, as it was carried oq 
in the face 4)f day, and in dcMancr, aa 
it were, of that inte;,*rity, which 
ought, at lead, to fubfid in appcar<<ncey 
if not in reality, among individuals 
who pretended to claim the reipedl 
and edeem of their condituents, ai 
well as their obedience. 

To this it was replied, that no par* 
ttcular preference had been gircn to 
any member of that Huufemeiely up« 
on that accnuntyin the making of con* 
tra£l8. Agreements of this nature 
had invariaible been. made with pcrfont 
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vfhok Hoc of life rendered tliem mod 
proper to be t tufted with the bufiueft 
sfiijirned to them, and mod likc-Iy to 
fulfil their obh'gat:oni. As tlte u'if- 
dom of the n^ition had judged (it to 
admit men of mercantile education 
and buHncft into that houfcr, there 
could be no impropriety in applying 
to them in fuch cafcsyas fcon as to any 
others. I'beir probity waa not the 
left from their having a feat iu Parlia- 
ment ; and they were as much enti- 
titd to benefit by their profiffion at 
Dth^r indiTiduaU. 

Every contract had been eonduA* 
cd with as much caution and oecoiiufny 
on the Gde of government, as was 
compatible with the diligence and ex* 
crtiona ezadtcd from thofe who were 
employed. I'he muft advantageoui 
ierhiahad been infifted upon, and ob- 
tainedf that could poflibly be devifed 
cr expend. Every individual's cir« 
ciHoAances had been duly weighed, 
and his refponfibility and his charac* 
terduly afcertaincd, previous to bis 
being tru (ltd. Jf any deficiencies had 
happened, they were cwirg to una- 
▼tiidable accideiitSf and to fucli fortu- 
itous caulks as could neither be fore* 
fecn nor obviated in tlic ordinary 
C%.urfe of things. 

it was equally unjufl and abfurd, to 
charge the employing of members of 
Parliament in the quality of contrac- 
torfyto the ncccfli'y ctf procuring abet- 
tors of the Amiriccn war. Minillry 
was fup)>oried by a majority tlfat need* 
ed no allurements ot that (ort to pre- 
ferve its fupcriority over oppofiticn« 
The number of iliofe uho approved 
oi that iL^^fii:e» exclulWe of ilitU 
gciitlemeq. who were pofliffrd of con- 
tra As, wis fiillicicnt «to coiiUitiite an 
incompa.alJe malTixy. Had even 
thote gr:itltmen,inftead of adhering to 
g( Vim me lit 9 formed a part of themi« 
surity, they were fo few, that little 
ftieogth would have accrued from 
their addition to it. Biit it was new 
become the maxim cf oppfiitioo to 
lapytc wiktcnr wia mifuGUiiiate qt 
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blameable, to the plan tliaC did Ml 
ciincidc uithtbeiropinioiM. BnttrlMN 
ever epithets they might affix lo ihp 
coudud ofmifiiiiryy fuch at were dit 
creet and circum/piA io dtiivtriM 
their ju<^gment, ivoiiid fafpen^ it, lii 
events more ccnclutive thsD tb^iir It 
whicJi minority wttefooftea appeaKagt 
had decided whofe condod was actii 
deierving of approbation. Thtadcbaia- 
on contnidst and eontradorit cidcA 
for a while the Parliamentary difei^ 
fions relating to America, It ma 
not till towards the dofeof the (iMmif 
that an effort was again attempted If 
bring about a rtconcilivtlfM bctvffta 
Great Britain and her Colontea. ' 

His advanced age^ and infirm fatt- 
of health, had cf late prevented tfca 
liarl of Chatham from taking aaaAiii 
part in the difpntes that were agitalip| 
both Houfcs of Parliemeat. Hi 
viewed with an unfeigaedconceta, tbt 
dangers that threatened a kiagdoai 
the councils of which be bad aaeedi^ 
Kded with fo much ^cceisand glory^ 
He deiermined agaia to come foA 
from his retreatf and cndeavout, vcdk 
and debilitated as he was» to ioiucMt 
by I lie powers of his eloqQcnce,and ibt 
ftiU greater weight i)i his charadffb 
the contending parties to drop their- I 
animofity, and liAen to ttrmaofa^ \ 
commodation. The failure of \k 
former attempts did not difcoai^gf^^ 
thctugh he knew, experimeniaUyt thi 
cbflruAioni that be ihould have If' 
contend withp yet the firmaefaofUl 
difprifitioB was proof againft all. 

He repaired to the Hou^cofLonh 
on the thirteenth of May^ and iaiki ^ • 
iirongeft and tm ft pathetic ternHimOf*: 
(d for an addrefs to tl.e Ibrooc^ If' 
reprcfcpt the deep regret and fafloV'' 
with which they belield tbediflialUi-' 
fit nation of the once flourifliiiigaadCiiiir i* ' 
un phant Eir.pite oi Britainp bill M 
n euaced with iO' pending ^imi^ in 
the continuation of the aaAatmal V 
with the Coloniea ; to mMf 
fpecdy and tffcdlual mealiitca C 
be Xako^ Cot ^ultin^ |i flop to - 
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etg tipon ilieonlj juft and 
t«u«i« a rciDOVbl cf gvitv« 

figiiify ibtir riiidintft 
) coucur in that Dicifliry 
lil cktarfolr.tfs and C\£' 
z only II ctaLf cf ugaiiiirg 

1 oi the Brittfii Colonics, 
iiif to Gitat Bii(»iiiihe 
Kivautcgca cif theft vsJua- 
u To heal and to rtdrcfs, 
(Tore ccniiiUrtt with the 
lujrAjr of tbt iluy aJ cha- 
u«re prttalcDt ever the 
ee people tlian the cLaf- 

the horrors of uar.which 

only feivcd to (haipco 
vt, and consolidate tiie 
Colootftt again ft the Bri- 
and if continued, mLil 
I and final difloluiioa of 
SB iheoi. 

ittred into an explanation 
of bis motion, ¥rbich wat 
ibe obnoxious ads relat- 
ca, paiTcd fmce the laft 

conhim to them cfpeci- 
of difpofing of their own 
f he faid, was connng to 
)ecificaUy9 fuch an ex- 
on was a herald of peace, 
>en the way for treating. 
[1 would lemain to be fet- 
preliminary of thit kind 
h an earned of the fince- 
difpofaion of Parliament, 
nove tne principal ruipe* 

accominodatioo, aito ac> 
conclufion of it withcut 
nance or difficulty, 
i with greot earueftnefs, 
:cfljty of adopting the 
propoftd wttl.out delay, 
ituaiion of Great Britain 
;> the mod imminent dan- 
Houfe of Bourbon ; a 
ight decide our fdte as a 
raty between France and 
IS would be that ^oal de« 
roold not only lole the 
mtages which we had de» 
: vaU and increaiing trade 



cf our Coionicij but tbat Comraerce, 
and all thole acl vantages, would b« 
thrown into the baociofour nattnal 
and hereditary enemies. 

/iter (latiiig Icveral particulars to 
(bow the in:pra61ic«bjlity of reducisg 
Air.erica b; ioice ci arms,ai:d the fer* 
iiicious Cf/iiltqucr.ci8 of iuch acorn* 
quift,were i( piacticable ; and dtfcrib* 
ing the difficulties aiid difireflcfs which 
had been brought vpon the public, bf. 
tRgagiiigiu h^ifiilitiis, he concluded 
by iiiyingi that *' America was con* 
ttiidiiig with Gnat Jbritain under the 
m«ik(4 batter) of Fratice,whicli would 
opcu upon this cruutry &« focn aa (he 
perceived that we were lufficicnOj 
weakened for her purpoCe, and iuund 
herfelf didy prepared for war.'' 

Lord Chatham's motion was ft* 
conded with much eloquence and ener- 
gy by icveral of the other Lords in the 
oppoiition* It was uo Icis vigorouiy' 
retided by tbo£e oo Um; (ide of admt- 
niAratiou. Ihe principal argument 
they employed watf, that America trom 
the commencement oi the dilpute, had 
taken a fettled reiolution to conclude ~ 
it by a total renunciation of ihi& coud* 
try's authority. It was a dcfign long 
premeditated. If the prefent cauics of 
ti.e altercations had not arifen, other 
pretexts would have been found to 
quarrel with Gicat Biitain. There 
w«i8 no reafon to doubt they had beca 
excited to l&. in the manner they had 
done, by the enemies of this nation, 
with a view to embroil, and keep ua 
occupied at heme, whilit they wcr« 
left at Icilure to purfuc iheir ichenofit 
without n.olellation in cur part. 

Such a determination in the CoIoniBt 
bting once admitted, as it was certain- 
ly apparent from every circumftance 
attending the ci/nteil, it would be no 
IcIh unavailing than unworthy of the 
character cf a magnanimous people, to 
make cohccfiioub that would only pro* 
duce further demai;d8. But it* was 
nugatory at prefent to be making any 
proffera | oouc would be acceptcdy un« 
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til the arm8 of Bntaio had humbled 
their pride : that was the moA t-ffec- 
tual preh'minary to a peace : until the 
Colonies were convinced that iUej 
fhould not be able to make good their 
independency, they would maintain it. 
Nothing therefore ought to divert the 
attention of Britain from the mcafures 
fhe had adopted $ to them alone flic 
muft now truft, for a recovery of the 
Colonies ; and the only qucftion at this 
day was. Whether the Itrcngth of Bri* 
tain was adequate to the end propofrd : 
the pcrfuafion being for the affirmative, 
(he could not confillently with herdig- 
nity, any more than with her intereity 
avoid making a trial. She was called 
out to the field, and could not refufc 
coming forth, without fuffering dlf- 
gracc, and loGng her re putatioDf which 
was the greateft of all lofles. 

Whatever dangers might hereafter 
arife in the courfe of this quarrel, it 
ftill behoved tu to proceed with what 
we had begun. Daoj;erout were the 



concomiunta of aU fpirited proicstlK' 

ings : it was the knowledge ol^ aal 

the determination to £sce them, whnf> 

in true fpirit confided. We were eai 

gaged, it was tiue, in a perilous cat- 

tetb : but it was now fafer to go (at* 

wards than to recede ; by the firft «r 

ftood a chance of fucceeding ; but bjr 

the fecond we tamely gave up Cfoy 

thing I which was a behaviour dut 

would defervedly fubje^ us to coa* 

tempt, and expofc us to greater lafilii 

and dangers than thofe we were fluokp? 

ing from through ill timed cantioii,M^ 

rather through a fruitlefs pufilaaiiaiqf.' ' 

Various other argumeota were nff . 

on either fide ; when after ao twnm- 

ted and intcreflinsr debate, the qaelioi' 

being put, Lord Chatham's notiA^ 

was rrjc^d upon a divifion, b) aaait*' 

rity of ninety- nine to twenty cigaU 

This concluded all debates relatiag to 

the affairs of Aroericai duriog the fUtv 

fent fcflioat. 
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Military Operationt in America. 



^777' 



le opening of ihc fprliig, the 
ifll troops in America begaa 
iu hopes of profecutiii^j their 
i witfi more fttcctlsy as they 
would wilh ffurc hardfhips 
Inge than they had endured 
* winter, When the rigour of 
e combated agninfl ihem, and 
^'6tual impediment to all at- 
on the enemy, 
erfccuiion to which the well 

> the Britifli government had 
dl throughout the Colonies, 
ellcd gr^at numbers to fly for 

the army at New YorSc. 
filled not only of Amrricans, 
ofe natives of Britain and 
ho had fettled in that conti- 
ous to the prcfcnt troubles^ 
: attaclrment to their country 

permit them to yield obcdi- 
le Congrcf«. 

r to to reuJer them as ufefiil 
f at a time when no refburcc 

negledttrJ, fuch of tiiem as 
jed to bear arm*, met with e- 
ble tfu:ouragcmeiit. They 
:d to r.crjit thufe reglmenis 
nted their complement ; and 
ifi^crablc corps was formed 
which gradually augmented 
hcufands ; they were ofliccr- 
fe gentlemen who had been 

> abandon their homes and 
for their adherence to the 

»rltain. 

«^re placed upon the fame 
B the troops on the Briti/h 
enc. They were paid, clad^ 
Hcdy and ri^ceived every o- 
Dtagc to which the othert 



were entitled. Several good purpofes 
were anfvvered by this meafure : it re- 
lieved from diilrefi fu:h as were en* 
titled to esps£i adillance. laltead of 
an i icja^bran^c, they became fcrvlcc- 
ahle in the caufe for which they had 
fiidf^rcd ; it opened a profpe^k of de? 
riving farther aid to it from additional 
numbers, whom the outrageoufnefs of 
party would expel from the different 
C >lonic4 ; and it p«>inted out a place 
where thofe who were defirous of ob* 
taining revenge for that ill treatment 
they had received, would be duly en* 
couraged, and amply furaifhed with 
the means of feeking it. 

Thefe people being thus embodied 
were put under the command of Go* 
vernor Tryon, in quality of General 
of the King's Provincial troops, by 
whom they were fo well difcipUned^ 
and exercifed with fo much indudry 
and diligence, that they became ina> 
fhort time of the highed utility. They^ 
replaced the regulars in all the polls, 
that required to be guarded, and ac* 
quitted themfelvcs completely in all 
the duties oi a garrii'on, though they 
were not yet fufficicntly experienced 
to be brought into the field, 1 his 
was the firlk meafure of importance 
adopted previous to the fubfequent 
campaign by General, now Sir WiUiatn 
Howe; \«ho had lately been decorat- 
ed with t be order of the Bath, for hia 
fervices during the lad campaign. 

The Americans had, during the 
winter, credcd mills, and coUedled 
large magazines, in a mountainous part 
of the Province of New York called ^ 
CuunUnA Maaor« lu ^tonLnxv^ v^ 
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the prefcnt re;it of war, added to the 
Datur;:! ilren^'.h of its ficaitioa, render* 
ed it very convenient for that piir* 
pufe. A» it lay oa the eattern bor- 
ders of the N jrth River, ii coraniiinded 
an eafy co'nmaaication on both tides. 
Itnmenft quintitics of-provifious and 
fturet h;id been -dopofiiei there, as a 
place oi the greate'l fafety, aaJ which 
a very little defence could reader ia- 
acceffible. 

PeekU Kill, a place on the Nirth 
Kiver, at about fifty miles dillancc 
from New York, was the principal 
poft of communication between the 
American army and its magaz'.ie. A 
plan was formed to furprize this place ; 
by which an entrance might be lecur- 
cd to the upper country, and their 
^lepofites feizcd or deftroyed. This 
was the only method of coming at 
them : an open attack was imprac- 
ticabWfiromthe difficaiiy of the ground, 
•nd the facility with which the enemy 
could have removed them had tbey 
perceived fuch a defign. 

Colonel Bird, a bold and aAive 
officer, was placed at the head of 
this expedition. He embarked with 
about five hundred men under the pro- 
tedkion of a frigate and fome armed 
TeiTcls. On the d'fcovcry of his ap- 
foach, the enemy not thinking the 
place they were in tenable again (I his 
force, and ft ting from the quick ncfs 
«f his motions that nothing could be 
Bioved off, retreated to a (Irong pafs, 
two miles difiant, after fe-.ting fire to 
the buildings, where the flores and 
provifions had been laid up in readinefs 
to be conveyed to tiieir army. 

The troops bnded without oppnfi- 
tion : but found, upon rrconnuitring 
the enemy, that the pifi be had feiz- 
cd, commanded the entrance into the 
mountains fo effi dually, that it could 
not poflibly be forced. They return 
cd to their veflels, after deftroyinj^ all 
that was on fhore, as well «s a number 
^f boats bclunging to the Provincials 
tiut had becD juft laden wilbprovmonij 



and were on the poiot of depaiUtfti 
their arriv-JiL 

As the quantity of ft'irea dclroyel'l 
at Peek's Kill was ndt fo confiderJik, 
as it was espe&ed, they wooSd hsic 
beeen found : farther attempts «tic 
projt^d to penetrate into thob pvti 
where they were d^p.»&ccd. latclligcaee 
was brought that Urge qaiotiliei 
laid up at Danbury, and other towH 
and villains in the Province of Coa- 
nedlcut bordering upon Coarlbai 
Manor. 

Another espeditioa was hempdl 
propofed of deilroying them, thccoi 
roaad of which was given to Goventf.] 
Try on, wbofe adivity and dUigeKi 
had been cliiefly initrumental ii fN» 
curing the intelligence. He was if 
filled on this occafion by GtmtA 
Agnew, and Sir Wilti.ini Erlkine, t^ 
bi ave and expert officers, ami a bodlf 
of two tboufand men were appooffi 
to this fervice. 

They embarked at New Yoit til 
eroding the Sound between long Mill 
and Conneaictit, they landed at Nt^ 
walk, a place in that Province twefllf 
miles from Danbury, the objeA df 
their deftination. As that part of 
the country had no (ifpicton oi aaf 
attack, it was wholly anprepvti 
for defence, and the troops it^ 
ceived no moleftation in their marck 
to Danbury, where they arrived on di 
twenty-fiath of April. But tlxylli 
not been there many hotir% bcM 
chey were apprized that nookliM'^*^ 
the Provincials were gatheriag M* 
every fide, and that thcj Wt0t$'' 
(hortly be furrounded if tfaef fflJti: 
any flay. This rendered it-medW' 
to ufe the utmoft difpatch Hi.ip. 
execution of their intent. llMf lA< 
cordingly fet fire to thcftoielMit- 
and magazines. Unhappiip 
could not prevent, the^flaam ^ 
communicating to the town tf 
bury, which was catirdr 0Oi 

After performing this kH" 
fet out next monung' bt 
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nk!wry bciwccii Ddiburyand 
:j wIktc tlicir flapping lay: 
ciicny (jid D'W fi'fTvjr thcii^ to 

rn^/.d, and SDli-nan, liapprrncd 

I ilic iif'-'liboiirliocKl. UpoQ 
- J. ■ 

?uc^ Of a n^iity of trii/h 
htiii^ LndcJ, ihcy cxrrted 
v?f will) fo mncli di[fgtncc| 
roi.fideithlc fcody ot il;c iirii- 

Mi:iu'.t ii.tn v.ere Cislu^tcd 
:w hcurs. At the htrad ci 
cry dctcrm iced to throw them« 
I the way cfthe B; iti(h troopny 
rrrbpt ihcii march, till txiih- 
cipforce'.hii.ts a: rived to cut 
' rv-crcat. 

dcr to cffc£i tb:5 dcfi;;!), Gt- 
Vooifrr followed llitm clofe 

rear, b7.r:;ffiii^ aod obliging 
equfntljr to face dbout to re- 
\m G^ncrul AtriiIJ prop .fed 
)iher h^inds t6 poll bin^fclf at 
cl«j, through which the Bri- 
j was oblfgcJ to pafs, intend- 
: to m;:i(e a vigorous Asnd^ 
her afBtlance tc'uld arrive 

purpofe he marched atrofs 
[;tvy with all fpced, and rw-ac!.- 

tO',vn cf Itfdj^rfjeidf brfore • 
liill troops could co.ne up to 

e mean i'rr.t the Provincials 
vciiCial Wouilcr pvelTcd ihcm 
•y Gde, making tlis r»i<>fl of 
vantu'^eouf puiitioii th ey Ci'iild 
n\i dif|^uiiiig th^ ^ruu«)d upon 
pportiAiity. In this maiiMcr 
eatly reurlcd the march of 
tifh troorii,an<! bbirgeii ihcin 
red with lhe'utin>f{ legiibrit j 
:uiRrpc(3,ioii, ^otM^iihll an il- 
ly were ^u'ardfed on each of 
nk$| as weli as iii their r«»r, 
Id preccs, <hat did no tm^iW 
3Dy yet the Provlnkiiars cou- 
;o giiU thcni wlih iheir oiiA- 
'ithoat C'.-fiation. 
kfin^; af ililgcfiL-Wjlbfy fciftiJ 
riiemv to encouifer. Gerieral 
had fo well imp roved the thorc 
r iiiAt Cave Ikc bad takeo pof- 

Jbi.li 



frfann of the proiind, wl ich was rot 
a lull hour, r.8 tu hr.vr thrown iip 
fome wurlc«, bt')tind wl'ich his mtn 
were cdvr.ntr.geirvln' po(lcd.-<ind mndc 
a he ivy liic oil Hie Britiili tr<»op8 as 
thty were rdvuncin/ ; but tlf y were 
aitarjccd with fucli vigiiUr, tliat they 
giVe way on aM ii»ics ; not, ^iowevfr, 
tiM after t^afiing a rtfulute defence. 
G-ncrnl Arnold bch a 7«.d on ihisoc- 
cfliion with renriarkubic intrep d.ty : 
iiiii horfr w^a Ihni under him, an-i a 
grenadier W4s coming up to pitrce 
hi' in wlih his bayonet, as he lay on 
the ^r'»niid ; but he lecovcfC'i hirh- 
feif wich great agiliiy, and tlioi the 
g. enpdior dc. d upon his approsch* 

The Briiiil) in Mips ha vine made 
thfrr.fe'vs muf^crs of Ridgefieldt 
h; lied there in the ni>;ht9 and rtfum* 
i'u their march next rfkorning. But 
tnc enemy WLS now iironi^Iy reinfwr- 
ced ; and had fcizcd every fpot of 
grt>uad on t(i(^ n^ad, that could be 
difpuicd Wiih advantage.— 7— The 
vhole day was fpent by the RoyaliiU 
in forcing their way thro' a numbtr 
of d'fffcuTtici. It w». evenini; before 
they re^iched a rifiog eround within 
gun fliot of their (bipp'ng. Here 
they formed in ord^r cf battle, and 
*)n the^ enemy's prcparin^r to renew 
thfif attack, tfiej ckirgcd ihcm with 
their bayouetfi lo fuddenlv, antl with 
fo nMich fury^ t(at thry wtre entiiely 
bml^eii, and cblfged to retire at a 
difian-se in order to recover themfel* . 
veK 'i Lis gave an opportunity tor 
the troops of feimSarking without 
fur:i:cr hindcranwC. 

ft *^/as liine to provide for their 
fafeiy by retreat iug : their ammuni- 
cioK was totally expended } it con- 
fiiL'd of lixty rounids to a man onf 
their ftsttin;* out ; from whence may 
Lt inferred the warmib iind a£livity 
cf ific fek-vice they were employed 
tipou. The lufb on their iidc of kil- 
led aoa wounded did notcitceed one 
hundred snd fcventy ; but that of the 
rruvincials was much gi cater. Their 
^iiBcipiL lob ^m iM, K^ Cj^at^tA 
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came upon them unawtrei, Mm 
break of dijt and tucked them b 
vigoroufly, that thoagh ihcy made a 
flout Fe6ftance« he overpowered ni 
took them priiboera | dcftroyiag it 
the fame time, all that could lie faoail 
on fhorei with thf craft that lay ii 
the harbour, ootwithftanding' a fane 
and continued fire from the fchooBC% 
that lay within Icfa than two haa* 
dred yards di (lance. 

What rendered thia expeditioa tk 
more remarkable, waa the-aAow'flMitf 
fpeed with which it wraa perfbnpc£^ 
it was begun and ended in kfithia' 
thirty houn« computing from tka^ 
time the party embarked at» lo ite' 
when thej returned to^ GaiUM 
in Connc^icut $ haviog, it ii (aid| k 
that fliort fpace» meafured about 9^^ 
milea by land and water. The dlii*, 
gence and courage Jifplajed byCoL 
Nic'ign^ gained him uncorafflooap% 
plaufe, and (hewed that he had aa^ 
without reafon. been feieAed if 
Central Arnolds to accompany lA\ 
in the moft arduoua of the atteapn'. 
he had formed. 

I'hc fprlng waa now faradvancedf ' 
but the Britifh army wai prcfcntcd^ 
from taking the fiekl through waat. 
of tent! and other articlea for tt*' 
camping. The ncceflitya howctci^ 
of watching the motions of the eae- 
myi induced Lord Cor nwalia to dffi# 
the troops that had wintered k^. 
Brunlwicky out of their cantonaMBlii ' 
He formed a camp with tht 
tehti on the high groondacoaaai, 
ing the chid municat ion alopg 
River J^ariton to AvohQjp #1 
General Vaughan did the ume I, 
the divifion under his conmaad^ . 1 
The defideocy of camp eqiii|HI,^ 
proved of the moll material <Nri|^^^ 
quence to Gen. Wafhingtotf, bfl^ ' 
furdtng him Icifure to make dpe «••. j 

parationa for the enfuiof; can "^ 

He had, during the wintert 
on hia operations with thcb^. 
that could be-Cdcficd ^ 



1 

Woofter, a brave and experienced 
old oiScer. He had ferved in the 
fait and preceding warn, and had fig- 
nal'zed himfelf on feveial occafions. 
He behaved upon this with extraor- 
dinary valour. Though in his fcven- 
tietii year, he aifted with all the fire 
of youth, and beaded every charge 
t!iat was made upon the Britifli rear« 
till he waa mortally wounded. 8e- 
▼eral other perfons of note among the 
Provincials fell thia day. The num- 
ber of gentlemen that ferved as to- 
hinteers among them nn this emer- 
gency, was vciy confiderable ; and 
they exerted thenifclvea with the 
more seal and bravery, as many of 
the militia were new levies, who had 
feen little or no fcrvice, and required 
their example to encourage them. 

In return for this incurfion into 
ConneAicut, the people of that pro- 
vince projc-dcd an attempt upon a 
pod on I^ong Iflaud, whereaqu fntity 
■of prov.fiona had been coDeded for 
the ufc of the Royal army* This 
was Sagg harbour, lying at the eafl- 
rrn extremity of Lonj; Ifland. Jta 
diflance from Ntw York, and the 
fmaUntrs of the force flationcd there, 
induced the Provincials to form the 
dttign of furprifing it, and dcftroying 
the lions, by way of counterbalance • 
ing I he damage that had been done ' 
them at Petk^ Kill, and Danbiir)-. 

The perfon pitched upon to con« 
dud til is enterprife, waa Col. Meigs, 
ah aAive and daring officer. He 
vn9 one of Gen. Arnold's principal 
companions in hii mroiorable cxpedi- 
ti'on to Canada, and in his attack 
Gpon the city of Quebec, when Gen. 
Montgomery was -ilain. He em- 
barked with a chofen party c^frefo- 
lute men, about one himdred and fifty 
in number ; and eluding the vigilance 
of the many armed vtflels that cruiz- 
ed in the Sound, he landed within 
four mites of Sagg harbouf.— — Ita 
guard conulled only of a company ot 
nfo(f Mod MO armed Ivhooncr. He 
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feveral Colonies { but the major 
turned borne on the commeuce- 
if fpTing, which happened to be 
OB at which their obligation to 

waa expired. The dread of 
rocing tlie fame difncttltica in 

he bad been infolfcd at the 
lad of the preceding campaign, 

dilTolution of tlie Prcvincial 
rendered hioi extreme] y anxious 
> them together, till rciufurce- 

could arnVe to iupply their 
fiuche could only prevail en 
rate number to remain. Some 
ofluencrd not to abandon him 
reprefentations of their officers, 
ngcncrona it would be to defer t 
an>oncaufeat focriKicaiatimc ; 
' major part were held by their 
aent to hit prfo: c ; which was 
ral a motive of great efficacy 

bit countrymen! and proved 
>ns initances a circumftancc of 
heft utility to bis party. On 
xafion it abfolutely prevented 
[ips he bad from disbanding, 
hefe means be was enabled to 
s the appearance of an army ; 
teal (Irength wasfo fmall, that 

been pofiible to take the 6eld» 
Id not have maintained hia 
Thuiy from whatever caule 
cdedy the delay in fending out 
id the other appurtenjncca i/f 
iture, was one ufihemoftun* 
te accidencs that bcfel the bii- 
ny in the prefent year ; as it 

difabled it from commencing 
rations, while General Walb- 
vraa utterly unable to oppofe 

new method adopted by Con* 
I order to recruit their aimyt 
:p it on a per.nanent footing, 
iUGceed fo well ab it h«d been 
i< The length of time lor 
it waa propolcd to eulttii did 
idde with the viewsof apeu* 

thought that every man 

1 his turn pcrfonally to ft and 
dcfcoie of bis country. 6uch 

II ill 



a fyftrm they conftdered as both 
equitable and not burtheufome ; and 
did not fecm willing to encourage 
any other. The euliftmsnU went on 
(lowly i few cared to engage for the 
whole duration of the war; and evea 
three years appeared a long term 19 
be abfent fiom their bufinefi an 1 
families. Henccy noi with Handing thj 
great encouragement given by tfii 
Congrcfa, the numliers raifed in eacli 
Colony fell .much ftiort of the pro- 
portion at which it had been ra? 
led. 

in the mean time; the exigency was 
fo prefiing, that every method waa 
ncceffarily ufed to remedy thcfc de- 
ficiencies. It was propofcd to make 
drafts from the militia to fill up tht 
regiments; but thofc who rcflcded 
on the temper and notions of the peo- 
ple at large, reprefented this as a dan* 
gerous expedient, and unlit to be tri- 
ed unlefn in the greateft extremity. 
It would be considered as 1 breach of 
the public faith with individuals, and 
might lead them to withdraw their 
confidence from their rulers, the cun- 
fequences of which would be fatal. 
In order to avoid thefe difficulties, 
permiffion was given to i aife recruits 
among thofe multitudes of Irilh emi- 
grants employed in the feveral 0)io- 
niea in the capacity of I'ld^nted fer* 
vaiiis. By this meafure, their maf- 
terii indeed were deprived uf their ufe 
dunng the lime for which they had, 
as ufually, purchafed their feivitude ; 
but neccffity, together with an aflur* 
ance that they ftiould be duly indemni- 
fied, were motives that could nut b« 
refiiied on t.Sc pr.fenl emergency. 

li had been hoped that the N^rch* 
em Colonies, as mo!\ abounding with 
white people, would haVe been able to 
fpare a couiitjerable fupply to General 
Wafhiogioii's army. I'hey were 
founded accordingly ; but tUey pieaJ^ 
cd the danger with which they were 
menaced by the ilrong force under 
Qeucial CitflittiAt ah iuvafiun i^aa 
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ctrtBinly preparing from Canada'; 
thcv did not think tliemfelyes fafe at 
fiiiUon itlHf ; ond there were iiihcr 
quarterc, from whence they m^gKt be 
attacked, and prubably w>iutd, wrre 
they to (uvefttticmfclfit ofilic Urcngth 
thcjr had at prefent. 

Sucfay howcveri ainidft thcfe d'ffi- 
cullies, were the execiions of the Con* 
grcl'Sf and the itTrnl Proving al Af- 
femLlie% that while the Hritiflii troops 
v-cre detained at ^Icw Y«>rk, frum rlie 
caiifcs that have bceo mentioned, Ge- 
ricral Wafhingtufl had the fitibfadUon 
of reee'-ving numerous reii forcrmeiiis 
from all parrs, and to find hinifcif in 
a ntutitioii ofcjnying thofc pbns ii>to 
exccuticp, whu-h hi ccuM not h.iye 
done, hsd the BriliAi arn:y becDkble 
%o bc{>iii the campdi).'!! lot>iirr. 

Li cours^ed by thi« iVafonib!e ati^- 
mentaiKn if ftrenglhyhc iipvcd fpr- 
wards from M^^x town, and took a 
ftn*ng pofitioiT in the n(.t^:hboi{rhoad 
cf Brunfwiik. iti th;: hi^Llaiidni about 
^liddlc Bnxfk. Hcie he threw up 
%vorks uUmfr the frvMit of hij campt 
Veil provtcied with cc.inon, and other 
defences. Hut his principul advant it^e 
v>ti6 the dtiuculty \'j approach hi*n ; 
the gror.iid bciti^r fiidi,V|« exixfrd aii 
encmpy to every kmi* of dandier in at- 
tucking him. He had chofen his Ciu* 
BtH';i with [t^rtat ju( lament i on the 
one lide he covcrrri tr e Jvi frys, and on 
theotiur he ohftived all the motions 
of the Bniiflifnrcis at Brunfwick, of 
i^hich he coir.niardcd a full profj c€t 
from his camp, ?$ well as of the coun- 
try htt we tn ti:jit pldce and the Qiorcs 
Of Sraten l(]:M.d. 

i hec'peic'*.tiMns of the fubfetjuent 
campaign toik their diridion princi- 
p-lly frrm the manner with which 
General Wjfhingtoii hdJ >n opportu- 
miy of commercing it. Various ttnd 
rpporitc opinions were now efiu-r- 
tiined of ihe ]>i.in of ii<<l;ng that li^ouid 
br ar'optediii tlie jrcf^'iit circirr. fiance, 
— pKvit'U^to G'lKral VVHfliiiigtoii'a 
rev tf.vif i'jth ia«);e reintiictj tois 



long Middle Brook» it vn$ Mi 
that t!ie Britifh army wouU fis 
diflii-uUy tu penetrating throagi 
Province of Jcrfey to tfce Wf 
the Delware, ?nd th:it the Pibvi 
wouiJ nut tiave been able to 
any tff;:Aua) oppi-liifon,— flifcrf 
tionofihti Jex(cj»f would Itavv 
ed the communication bct«reta 
York 9nd the whole chain of pi'fi 
would hrtve occapred the road be 
that city aiul the conKnet of Pci 
▼ania. 'fiad (tie enemy veoti 
tattle, in order to (lop t5e prog 
the army, nothing could haw 
more (kfxrable, as an oppor 
would t'leii be j^ivcn cf tlril 
dtcifivc blow : but as the enemy 
probably retire ii the Biit'tA' 
AdvauCk-d, thiy wraid e^fiiy b 
mailers of the p.iffjge c^ver the 
ware, and ronfcqucntly of Pn 
phia, which was an open and dc 
left city. 

Such was the plan of pfoO 
ftftned duting the winter aoio 
ir.jority ot people at New Y«r 
i\hich would probably have 
p!;:ce,' had act oLIlrudions of V 
kiui^s retarded it«— - But G 
Walhington's late movemeol 
totally ahertd the face cf thiDgi 
H*: had now pclf^flcd kiffllei 
pofition whero it was impofl 
at ack him wiilioct incmrilig 
difadvantage, and cxpofiug lb 
to a cor.fiderable and inevitib 
without ohvaining, perbapti lb 
fuccefs. Were the anny tO' 
forwards to the Delaware, 'VvM 
ttniion to force a pafliige, tlie I 
ftich an enemy as Oencral WaA 
behind, would be attended #1 
utmoCr danger. He woiird li 
the rear, and cpt cff-tbc coMlal 
on wnh t^iw Yurk, whik lbe*l 
ciul fiinxB were making baMl^ 
ot(.er fide. ' Such a if nglaif 
lay (he army''opeo t^^oil 
diOicuities WiTe' H -M 'Mm 
full in its aNempt- to -tftdbMl 
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ffi;.u'ty, from the fp«ny 
i tiiHi hiid been prepara!, 
tn l;€ cnn:pcHcd to rttrtat 
rtk X bui th't would be 
of no fac I'ty ; the enemy 
cdiona^jly fcize up'^n Al 
id grent blood flicd miitl 
y to force a p'*ilAg' b:«ck 
;cr it alio n. 

infiilwrutiMni tnnCc \% BD* 
cftrahlc to orop tlic Jc'i/n 
ig liito PfTjnfylv.tnJa acr< fs 
A a PhiladclpSta wris the 
I at, a pa(Fa|^'t bf w-itor 
Ldd attended «fch ditfi- 

tllC'Uvh, ptihapA, (;f Miote 

cooptnlM^J that dcfc(£i 
>f cater fafcty. A plao of 
cutd have Lt*e co-operau- 
tt, of which the ufllliance 
cflfidia! in the principal 
:>f tiie hil campaign. By 
I- [Don of Philadelphia, the 
y would be llationrd id the 
(• Ci«^'ofiics, and hare che 
command of the rich ind 
luce of Pcauf , if nnia, au4 
to irva.'c rny pirt of the 
g P.-civinces of Virginia 
id, both by I ind and bf 
!d to this, that an r-xpedi* 
i nature might be Uii;'cr« 
Tftit facility, from ti'.e lin- 
ger (f lranfpcjrl6, well nun* 
c!I fvHind in every rel|'.rc^, 
tl cy Were happily fnmifli* 
cii put it in tiicir power to 
fclvcH cf every advai.cage 
[ I'.ipcfiority cuvdd girr. 
hifl deternunaiicn w?s a* 
was rcfolvcd, however, to 
.et(M)d in order to induce 
r'aii'tinfiton 10 quit his p^ifi* 
iriu^ iiim, if it iverc pracii- 
k i;n cngngeTieiit. 
:^ii:niiiy of June, the loo^ 
nd niUL-h wanted fupply of 
iirsp cqii;p3;;c amvca from 
Dgeuicr Willi a fielh bociy 
1 atziiiarittf, and a con- 
uonhcr of Dritiih recruits. 
I Hvivc, after wuitin^- vritfa 



the utmoft impatiencct wa<! at lengtl^ 
enabled to take ihe field. He repair* 
ed immediately to thr Jcrfcys, and 
patched his citmp opp'jfite to iliac of 
General Waniingtoo. 

The Provincial rrrcy, exclnHve of 
the flrong poll occupied, had received 
lueh an acceilion of numbers, as made 
ii very eonfiJiri-ahle. The retarctncnt 
cf the n'jctffjrics that were to romc 
from F.nglar.d, had hlTordcd time for 
dct^ichmeiits t) arrive from the fur- 
theimoii Cok)iiies to Wnfhiiinrtoii'jl 
cncniipmeiit. The Northern Pro* 
Vi'nces b.-fivle* provldiiijj for the guard 
cf the Likes, had at lall arravtrd a 
large force, whiih w:'« fent Dnctrthe 
Gti)<r?is G.)ie8, Arnold, aiid Parfoasl 
uit!i orders to Aatfon it on the North 
River, in reidincfs to p^fs it, and 
march to the afliilance of GencrU 
\Vafl:ington, in cafe of need. 

Sir William Howe v/a« now rtn* 
ployed in continual endeavours to drn^ 
ihc iAmcrtcan Gcncrnl from his en- 
rampment. He had a variety of ob* 
ftac]«s to encounter ; on the < ne 
hard, the vigilince of the Jerfey mi- 
liiiawat exerted in cutting off all re* 
frefhrnents, atsd watchijg all his moti- 
ons. They performed tin's duty wUH 
the mere kcenuefi, as they wera 
pronip'ed by tl.e refentment of iheir 
f'irmer iuffenngs. On the other hancf^ 
General Wafliington, though cautioua 
tut to involve himlclf in any riik, o* 
mitted ni* oppoTtui;ity of txercifin^ 
hi^ men, nnd inuring them to ^i^tion, 
by en}.;a^;ing them in {kirminKA upon 
advants^ccus terme, 

'ihe I>riiifli General mace fevci-al 
moremenis, at intending to inarch 
to the Dclware. Corfidrrable de- 
tachments pafi'cd alon^ rhe fl inks o( 
thcAmeric'dn army, takm;; the road 
to nitiadelphia. c^cveral li.olioni ct 
this tcncency were m&oe ; hut as they 
produced no i fl'iS, Sir VViliivm Howe 
drew Dearer to the enemy's c.-.uip, 
where he continued fome day?. recAii . 
Doitringever)- pafsaudo^^eiv^f^^V^^i^VxxNV 
au acvch tt> iv m\f^\a >d« luNaat^ ^'^^^ix 
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after much toil and fearch» none could 
be difcoYcred that was praAicablc i 
titc approaches were fo Arongly iorti- 
fied» and every poll io well guarded. 
iLat no hope remained ofiorcing tbein. 
That 00 effort might br left untried 
to briog the American G.'uerul out 
i»f hia Arong hold* anothei* (Iratagem 
Krai put ia pradice. Sir Wlliiani 
lio we broke up hit camp wilii great 
fceming precipitation, and retired luiti* 
ly from the ground In: bad juft oc- 
cupied :-»Me abandoned the pod of 
Bruiifwicky and witiidrew his whole 
army towards Amboy. 'l*his fudJea 
inovtrn>ent, fo liiile cxpe^ed, and tx- 
.ccuitc with fuch prompcitudeidecciv- 
cd tlie Provinciab* Tiicy came down 
Irom their encampment in large dc- 
tachmcnts and f>]iowed clofciy the 
lear of the briiifli army» which ftiil 
cootinued to retreat before them. 
They charged it with the great eft fury 
yad from the celerity with which it 
movedp were encouraged to make a 
yigorous purfuxt. As foon as the firi- 
ti(h army h;id reached Am boy, a por* 
tabic bridge, which bad- been con(lruc« 
id for their paflageover the Delaware^ 
was throwD over the chaoucl betwcea 

• 

Amboy and Statca Ifland. The bag- 
g9gt aud heavy appurtenances, toge- 
ther with fome troops, crofled over it 
to the other fhore, tind all fecmed pre- 
pared for the remaiudcr oi the army 
to pafs. 

pcneral Waflilngtoa was now per- 
fuadcd that this retreat was no feint. 
He decamped and can^e iurwardK to 
Quibble I'own, in order to fuppurt 
ttic troops he had detached after the 
}^riti(h at my. As fi>on as this motion 
was perceived. Sir William Howe L'd 
il back in feveral divifions, by different 
roadcv in order to furround the Fro* 
yinjials, and force them to an engage- 
ment, by cutting off ihi.ir reticat. 
The mote cffeftually to compaCs this 
defign tiord Cornwatlis was difpatched 
with a flrong body to Lizc oo the 
paiTef to the mountainous pait of the 
CQUoiry ^-iiicythcProvia&'uU\iad)a&. 




left. He wu met by a large (»t|^ 
advantageoufly pofied at thecaiim 
of a wood, and well furniflicd with i^ 
t tilery. It was commanded by agu- 
tlrman well known in Ameriq(bytb| 
title of Lord Stirling, tlioagh nol at 
mittcd as valid in Bnuin. Thetnofs 
under Lord Cornwallia were a miliary 
of Uiitifli and Heffiani : theybchavi 
ed on ibis occjfion witk ao emolalioa 
which the Provincials were not sUf 
to refifl. They were quickly brakii 
on all lides, and fled to a place caU 
Weft field, where they took ikdttr^ 
a thick wood. ^ 

Tlie American General now b^ 
the jicceifity of making a fpcsdy » 
treat to his former Gtoation, io grf^ 
to fccure it. He feizcd with all di| 
gence thufe paiLs to the tnonatiiMi 
which he foon perceived Lord C 
walh's had in view : and with aU 
Cble expedition he rtpoifvllcd 
of the encampmeiit from which he 
been decoyed by the dexterity of ^ 
13 1 it ifli General. ^ 

It was now become evldentp that li 
Ichcme whatever woulJ move GcacM 
Wafli.ngtonfrom the pofition Lc hj} 
refumed. To march through the^ 
feys ito the Delaware, appeared ^ 
attempt highly imprudent froml)^ 
reafoos that have been fpecified. N^ 
thing theiefoie remained for thcifl| 
complifliment of what was propofif( 
than to einbrace the fcheme of gMg 
to l-'h.lii^clpKid by fea. , 

While the ueceflary preparalioa% 
were nuking for this impurtant elf 
pedition, tlie fpirit of entiir prise vAkk 
had lately iingaiized fcveral uf the 4^ 
mericau officers, was produdivc «■ I 
remarkable adventure. 'Ihe caplirt 
oi General Lcc by Culonel HaicuMt 
had occafiuned mucu concern wmM 
thf Americans, on accoint of tbe >•■ 
fulal to rcleafe him upon the UrtH 
that were offered by Gencnd Waff 
iiigton. They had long wa' '^"^'* 
aa opportunity of nakiiw 
fume Briiiih officer of cqui} 
otdct Vo y\QKtta^\aai^ 
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length to be oflered« The 
roopt ^it had taken, and 
rtercd in Rhode Ifland, were 
rfent conomandcd by GcnerU 
A prcjed was formed to 
hiuiv as Gcberal- Lee hid 
I to bnng him oiFin the fame 

To tUi inteiitt Colotiel 
I dexterous and rcfolute man, 
ut forty others, went over 
>fidcncc to Rhode Iflnnd, in 
t ; and notwithftandiag the 

ftationed on their way, and 
er ot troops ditlribuied about 
), they landed undifcovcred, 
* -Geocral in hit quarters, and 
him uff with his Aid de 
ithout meeting witli any in- 

aptitre occafioned tincommoa 
10 to the Americaos, from 
UD profpeA it afforded thtm 
ring General Lee, for whom 
crtained much refpcA, and 
t defoid of anxiety. They 
d him as a perfon particular* 
lout to the Britifh miniftry, 
'bom, fliosld fortune favour 
;Ri arms in America, they 
: fcruple to make an example, 
light they were highly defir^ 
' occaGon to procure his de- 

and were of courfe excced* 
jiced at an event which in 
lion infured It. 
sexpe^d feixure of hit per- 

difagfeeable a onnner, was 
OKti£atiea to General Pref- 



cot. Ke had not long before fet a 
price upon General Arnold, and pro- 
mifcd a fum of money to any one 
that apprt bended him. The latter 
anfwered this affront by fetting a 
lower price upon the former. 

This a£lion of Colonel Barton did 
not pafs uunoticed by the Congrefs, 
any more than that of Colonel Meigs» 
at Stagg Harbour. They voted thero« 
together with the oflicers and foldicra 
who had accompanied ihcm in their 
retpe^ive enterprizcs, their public 
thanks, for the valour, a^ivity and 
addftis with which they had condudled' 
them ; and ordered an elegant fword 
to be prefented to each of the Colo- 
nelp. 

In order, at the fame time, to teftifj 
their refep6t and gratiiyde to the 
memory of thofe who had loft thei^ 
lives in the caufe of America, and as 
an incittmcnt to imitate their conrage 
and patriot ifm, the Congrefs dt creed 
that a monument ihoakl be ereAed at 
Bofton in remembrance of General 
Warren, who was (lain at Banker'a' 
Hiil, and another in Virginia, for 
General Mercer, who fell in the «€• 
tion near Prince town. 

As the circumAaacesof the lormer 
of thefe gentlemen were not affluent* 
It was alfo refolved by that Affembly 
that his fun (hoold be confidered aa 
the child of the public, and (houkl ' 
accordingly receive a liberal and gen* 
tlcmany cducatitia at the expeucc of 
the Umud iStatcs. 
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Expcdittbn up ike Cbcfcpeak Int^ P^iirj/^Ivania. 






-irirr HILt: Sir William Howe w« 
VV cnulring ths xicctlT:!)' prc- 
jMiralioiis for t'nc prcjcdird cxpcdiiion^ 
the aitciitioii of ths caeiry was t^kv-ii 
\*'p in conjectures CO lutwiirg iia dcf- 
tiaation £^ cry part of ibr cof)ii( tnt 
tl^at li/ opcu lu an iitiiit;k waA (.-qu..li/ 
alarmed on this occafion. J-hii^dd-. 
phia nnde do douli oi it;»i)ting the 
ohjcf^ ofihiii fotir.iiLiLle armaxva:. 
But the country lyi"j( on the 'W)rth 
Hivcr, waa aluiuQ. equally lipprcheDfiv. 
Zut^rfcdiag the Nurt«i std S.urfi 
CcJonics, it was thought by fume, 
that the intention was to form aju.ic. 
tion with the f-. .cs that were on 
thtir march fro:n Cini(Ja, in oidtr 
to cut oir the coiDm-.ir.icau.)n bct^Aicii 
the New England l'iovIiice» and Crc- 
ceral Walliingtcn'i anuy. Clurhf- 
town wa& not \vithout it»fcan; and 
llodont from iis importance, (litbjcdi- 
ti an ut1v:m^*ty whicli wui the better 
founjcd. as it was principblljf there 
tlw numerous pnvatcei'S were titled 
oil that 'were lo dLtriiucatai .to the 
• on mercc cf Britain. 

Gene re 1 \V»ifhington fc!t the criti- 
caincfs of his iuaatioa, ^.nd the fupe- 
riority ariliiig from iht navaj ffrength, 
that enabled the Britifh ariiy ro 
menace at once every part of the 
American contuhr-.Tt. 'the ncceffity 
of wailing till iic could receive poHtive 
intelligence of the operation s it had iQ 
view I obliged him to keep his puH- 
tion^ 

The great prfparationn that were 
rnjcfpculihly rcgui£tc for fo ion^rratit 



an expedition, wifre AM eofrpM 
until the mLUth <if July was Fat 



ced : It was the tweniv third btkH 
the armament was able to ttkc kl 
depnrtuit: fioni S ^ndv iitok. 

Sjoie days bt.i..rc the emliaite 
tion itf ihr aimy, hir WiiliaA Bm^ 
dittoed i^ilTx (raulpuits tg fi3'1| 
the Nirih K^Ter. i'l.cy wcreaccoM 
pitii'ed, by a large floating-bi-tterjiirfl 
other appcaraucLB of » dtfignnpil 
that quaiter. This irint fuore«i4 
fo wc-il, as to induce GenerJ Wait 
iiigton to dcttich a liioitg fonetl* 
wards that Ki^er. 1 

The ftreogih employed upon ill 
expedition under 8ir V¥iili»m HoU^ 
cuMiltcd rf thirty- fax Srkifli mk 
lit ill ui bdiialians, with a regMMA 
of light hoi'ici and a bi>dy <kf LojahM 
rJfed ai. New Toik. The niiniit# 
ofthelcj with aiK^er hoiy€iV0 
horfe, and fevfotcen bitHiKDiHf W/K 
)efc at New Yotk, uudcr the 
mand of General 6?!iaiOii> ■ffA**^ 
battallions were ^^tloacd at 

A ^h<;le week's fiatigaiioo 
confumed in making the mooth tf At 
Delaware. Here intelligence "^ 
reccitcd, that fucli cff^dlual in 
had been taken to oldrud ibc 
of the fl-.'ct up that rive r, that it 
be equally d«»gcrotfs and fMlbf ^^ 
attempt it. In cocfeqizcact tf 
rnfurmatioDy it was ddmi*^ 
proceed further footh, aiHl.iff 
the Chcfapeak Bay, at fr' 
ysK gf Uarykad whieit |i 
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Mnt», and is at Dojrrat dif- 
sun PljiUJclplitA. Here the 
: of" the country woi:lJ not 
1 many adfanugt^s to tlicpio- 
inny, and it woulJ bj com- 
tl»er to retire bcfure the liri- 
ps, or to caga^jf them on more 
:tns ihtn theycouldbs: brouj^Ut 
e Jtifw-ya. 

irv>yigc wai rcodcred extreme- 

lud ttJiouf ihrou/ii c>intrary 

It was tht midJie of Au^uit, 

le fltrec'« entrance into Chefa- 

y. Great inconvenience w?.8 

n the excelTive hekt of the 

iu that fultiy chmate ; but 

the care and vigilance uf tht 

der8» the hcaltii of the people 

cffcclu^illy conluhed, th^it at 

e of laniiiiigy they were in a 

ftrength and vigour very un^ 

. among roidiciTk afiei foloug a 

2ei)t at fea. 

navigation up tbe Bay was 
icult and intricate. The Ad- 
grcat profcflionai knowledge 
^nftant and hi^h utility upon 
alioQ. T.irougha multiude 
ers. the flett was fifely con- 
s far up the Rive l^lk, as it 
'adicable. Hvrc the army 
rithout oppolition, on the 25th 
jil» after more tlian a mouth's 
From its leaving Smdy Hook* 
>fthc army iv^ig left t« guard 
cd and ariillery, while iher 
ndiug, and to brina; them for- 
itii all Ipeed. 'I'he General 
i into the country at the h'-n-l 
nain body, taking with him 
tie baggage and incumbtanc^: 
ind, and moving with all p if- 
sedition to the head of the 

nl Wafljington, upon infor- 
of the .fleet's failing up the 
ak, quitted the Jerfcys, and 
the defence of Philailclpliia, 
^as nojv vifibly tfae oUjeCi of 
imentN detti nation. On hcar- 
« Dritifti army's lauding at the 
tacMsapci on the Braadyvinc 



Creek Iv'hjt a'^out midway fiom the 
L'k to Philadelphia. 

The former deprcIatfoRS of the 
H^^lfuns, and the onfequcnt irregu- 
larliies of tiie troops in general, having 
txcitid muctt confirmation among th; 
pcop'e on fliorc, at their hnding, it- 
was jiid^jcd neccfTary. in order to 
tianqutlize tlie inindj of the i:ihabi- 
tants, to piihh'lh a drclaration, prumif- 
infr ^thc fii ic- eft (life fplii.e and regu- 
laiity, on the part of the foldiery*- 
and full fecurity and protedion to ;;!! 
who hehavcd peaceably. Whoever had 
not aHamed le^^idative or judicial au- 
thority, were inchi.led iu this promiie, 
norwithilaiiding they mfght have aftcdi 
iil(*gall/ ill inferior llatioi.8, provided 
they returnt-d i nnicdiatcly to their 
homes, and demeaned themfclvvs inof- 
fenfivtly in future. A general pardon 
wjs offered nt the fame lime to all the 
offl^.'cr8 and foldiers in th:: A.ncricLQ 
Lrviccy wjio fhnuld lay dowu their 
aims and furrinder themfclvcs. 

6'jndry inpcdiments prevented the 
Roynl army hom quitting the head 
uf the £ik, till ti:e beginning of 
September. Geneial Wafhington wasr 
now advanced ta P» tdclay Creek, be- 
tween tlie Brandy wine an i the LI k.- 
The Provincials polled themfclves in 
the woook contigkoua to the march of 
the Britith army ; fr^m whence they 
interrupted its progrci^ by continual 
attacks. In ihcle cncumilances, the 
BrttiRi Guoercl was neccilitated to 
advaisce flowl) , and wiJi great circum* 
f{>c£lion, through a country fo well 
known to the enenty, to wtiicli he was 
a Itrangcr^ and where every (lep he took 
wouid ccriaiiily be d f;)uud. 

Hs.' was oUigcdi on this e^ccafiODt to 
be very fparing of his men, and t(f 
refcrve tliem for fet vices of irrtportance 
and decifion s hut the enemy, uhofe 
bufiriefs it was to dimi niHi his numbers 
aflaiied hvm by inciffjiit ikirmilhe% 
wherein, though they were gcocraily 
lepulUd yet Uicir aim '%as obttfinedt 
which was to weaken him without 
y;poria2 X.U^t^b.Vic'^ vo link's v\i>vi^>\v^ 

I i 
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• th*' 1 'ffiofmcn; wb'ch t'^ry co\A6 eafilf 
repbcc with uihcis, wbiir fuch a lot's 
to hisn rciiuiiicd fur a while irrcpur- 
ible. 

^8 the Br't fh army continued to 
advar.cc, notwilhrtanding their rff»rt8 
to irr.pe«!c \if pni^rtii, tl'cy reiircr^ oa 
the otbcr li*e tA \ht Brandy «ine, 
where ihey potlcd t}icir.fclT':ton ttie 
fffinj;! gr')nrdn upon ics hin!c8, in or 
cirr to djfputf it! paflS;;?. Thffr 
«''!Tiy conlidrii of about fifcen thjuf- 
anri men. The force at pr:.ftiit in the 
field under 8r Wlliaoi Howe, did not 
exceed that number- 

Eirly in ihr morn'njrof ihe eleventh 
of S.-plirnber, the Britifh ar-ry^ fti^tri- 
ed in t^ro cr(!iiin:i{i« marched to the 
enemy : ihc ri;jhr, under General 
Knyphaureri, pr;>cceded to the moll 
■ pr.:dicab!c paffjjjo, called Chads ford, 
licrre the center and chief fnrte of liie 
t!?pmy lay, cxptding, and well pr< par- 
ed for, an aiiark. A fevcre firt of 
cannon fonrinurd from ten o'clock 
till the c'ofe of day. Tie HelTun 
Ceneml, *ico'»rcinp to onlers, m; kmg 
'repeated ftli i^ to airci-.pt the pfcffdMC 
of the joid ; fovi-rdl <U t.-iciinicnts of 
the Provinciiil arn^y crf.ft'td the Kivrr, 
ami engjiwcd :he liritifii tnuip* ; but 
after a v.iriety t f ncirvv.-H-.cs, thtv were 
atUn^th toinliy niuird^ aiid cumpthcd 
to rep? fa the Kivcr. 

While thcfc two cj-virinns of the 
o7p?.fite urmits were iccupifd in this 
nijnnct, Lord C'*r?.wrll!R, at ihc hoad^ 
of the column on the I ft, and tf*«»k a 
loTi'rr'rniit to the i!:?;}!- r^rt of the 
B>«)nt.!v\«ir.r, vhfcit i^ rnvit'cd i-.iiwo 
fii.;l:nw flirarrs, Thcfc he piiffevl wiih- 
o«it oi p«»lition, and marched d-r A y 
to attack the ri^ht wing of the Pi-oviii- 
cldU. 

On tite difoovpry of this movement. 
General :?ij ivmi was detached to op- 
pofe liim with <til the ht'-ce that 

• cou'd be fpr.r'.d fr-^ni tl^- center. 'Ibis 
body wa<rrd the approach of that un- 

' der Loid Coinwallis on a very advan- 

tMgrtws eminence, guarded on it; ri^ht, 

'Ms well ui.on rtt kft> by lUick maik 



extenGve woods. In thif pMili 
thi-r were attacked by Lord Ct4m 
vallts ; and notwiUiflanding tbe 
flrengthof their fit ua if on, and amy 
nfiilute defence, t^eIr left waidriwi 
f. om its pofta. and fled to the wodd% 
ivh-thcr it was warmly porfoed.' 

On this d fafter of the left, tbciV 
^igl.t wing, winch had rtot been kck 
en, retired in good order to aaolto 
ar^Tintageooa ground, from wbeoc^ 
afcer fome rcGftan'e, they were alb 
compelled to retire in fdc^ ^nJ^ 
fiiin, that they were not able ta n&i 
\y. 

Dunng this -'efeat and iiglit( 
both their wings, their center, «U 
wasyef ei.tire and ftrorgly pcfted,iAj 
desvnured, by a fe.ifonable refilMNl^ 
to favour the retreat of the reft. .Oi 
the coming up of Lord Cornralltf! 
m-iin bi.-dy,a very warm confliftct«i 
fi:\d. Here the Provinciali hm 
their ground with fo much rcfolutk 
t at iii>(t-t came on before t^crkld^] 
doned therr pn[{, an J prevented tbcftj 
btirjr puifu^d. 

Neither was it till towcrdi evCflU] 
General Kn^phaulen wsk abltioaaa] 
the ford. Herein he waschitftybj 
voured by :he vipnroua attack that 
making on their rii^ht. He lli 
the intrenchmcnt, and feixed thri 
non that defended the foid. WbikI 
was thus cmpliyed, the Britifb ti 
that had brt ken General SuDn 
Ufc wing, af:er penetmpng.tJ 
tre wc.oHs, to which ic had fled 
fuddriily J'pprarcd in fight of tbH 
■of (' e Piuvincial army which wm< 
trTiding with General Knyphadii^ 
This unexpeded apprarance tk#| 
thrm Into luch ioullenialio% 
they gave way on all lidca,aad«iil^ 
flrew with the utmoft .piuipilli«» 
Dbrknefs fa*cd them froraylMlj^ 
it- had done tSofc under CuMnUr 
v^n ; oiherwife the greater^ 
the Amciican army smI,,.^ 
have been taken or deftf py ii 

The lehaviourcSkhcAjl' 
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Of. Some of the new Icrict 
lUy in their difcipline, and, 
nt of tipercnefs, were foon 
add put in dirorder ; but tiie 
r Aicwcd that they had ac- 
lo mean degree of miliiary 
forth ude« Thofe who dil- 
d themfcUei muft on this oc- 
vere the Virginiani* ic was 
i upon this, ai wrll at other 
eca, that the faiufjdion they 
cing their coiiutrymdn» Gene- 
iiogJtMn»at the head of the «'\- 
armmi, tiigethrr Wiih the af- 
hey bore to hit pcrfoo, often 
ted not a little to abimute che 
01 in the coQliornial army« to 
roifcUca in a )n:rbicuUr man- 

9b of the Anficricani in tbii 
at Goniidcrablr. Be fides the 
I aicouDting to tour hundred, 
:«»mputed that the number of 
ind wounded was near one 
1. The loft of the Koyal ar- 

not exceed five hundred 
ded and flaib ; the later were 
bond red, 

idiately after the battlettht A- 
I withdrew to Chtftcrt and the 
' to Phibdelphia* '1 hey were 
i by the Koyal army with 
"der and circumfpedion. 'I'ho' 
:, they were not difpiritedt 
fijercd their mikfortuue rather 
ibf«.qucncc of I'upcriur (kill and 
le oa the fide of their euemi<:8» 

proceeding from a defect of 
»o thcirt. 

lag the fick and wounded at 
gt^a on the Dilawaic» 
itifli General continued hit 
oward Philadtl},hia. General 
gtoOy unwilling to be fi^rccd to 
d engageincoi, quitted that 
ad potted himfcif on the road 
I Li^ucaderp an inland town, 
fiderable dittance frum Phila- 
Str Wiiliam Howc» on bc- 
iriscd of this movements ad- 
apon htm ; and wai maLiog 
^oikjoo i€qui£ie, la , corned 



htm to another a^Ion ; whm a vir.l* 
ert riiin that had laltcd a whole day 
and nightv prevented him from cnn;« 
pleting them, and enabled the Provin- 
cial ariiiy to avoid the danger. 

inurdcrto hiiTrais and fatigue the 
Royjl army, General Washington 
poticd fev^ral detach mcntt in fuch a . 
manner as to command all the roadi 
and avLPUxt to rheir encampment* 
Hii* intent wa8 t(] feize all <'Pf>ortuni* - 
tits of drawing cieiacliciparties from 
tlieir maiti b<>d) into ainhufcadet This 
he couid the more leadily cffiCl ae . 
the couotiy was every laheie in hia . 
interest anr^ at the Provincial army a« 
bounded with people pcrfcdlly ac- i 
qu'jinted with all its local advantages* . 

A very confidercble detachment 
fcnt} upon a defign of this nature, lay 
concealed in ihc depth of a foreit» th^t . 
Ih/od at a fmall di(laii(:e behind the 
British camp ; it confided of fift^^cn 
hunJrvd men, commanded by General 
Wryne, Upon this intelligence ^ S;r 
William Howe difpatched General 
Grey in the middle of night, with a 
party to fui prize it. The enterprise 
was conducted wiih finj^ulur addreft. 
Hud intrepidity. Ordering hit men 
not to Hre a fingtc fitot, he advanced 
in priiJound fileoce to the out pods 
of the enemy, which were furprized 
and fecured without the Itiid noife. 
It was DOW bctwtcn twilve and 
one. The main bod/ of the enemy, 
unappriztd ofitt danger, was letircd 
to tctl. Dircdcd by the light of 
their firet, the party under General 
Grey proceeded ur.d:fcovcred to their 
encampmcnti and, accoidin^ to the 
iiijuiiCVons they hud icccived, rufhed > 
upon them ui.h titeir baymeta. Three 
hundred was killed and uounded, and 
a great number taken, wit!i mod iof 
their arms and Ufggage. Obfcurity 
, favcd tbofe that clcapcd, at it had . 
dune before at B:'andyMrine<Creek. Of. 
the Britilh party, four culy wuofi.ia . 
and many wouudad. 

Jin the mean lime, Sir Wiilian 
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and'AntB^cmto draw the rmvlncials 
to a^iun ; but tiicy to^> weil knew 
tlitf contcqiunce of lof: ig anuihcr 
bi'-lle iu' the prtfeQi pollure nf their 
sir. I r A, 'I'hcy did iioi fe-'m inclinid 
to ^ifk an aciinn even to (ave Phil-Jocl- 
phid illclf, novv become the mrtrt'p^- 
li.' of America* When C'litr;-! 
\Vafliiii;4ton fjw that he m'lll cither 
&bandoD ihc defence uf th«ii ciiVt ^r 
venture an en^a^cmeiit, he dech'ned 
the hltcTp wirhiiut h fiiaPfm, an in- 
tohrcd a decifiun, which, if ur.f t tur- 
al4e to Ui'Wf wojld put an Cud lo all 
the hopes of further rchilanre. 

i'he iir.liih Urnrral Ciiico^^Tin(rthii 
to be hib final intention, appr>>aclied 
to the i)chuylkill, the river that runs 
on the weft, as the Dclavi'arc cois on 
the call of Philfidclphi<i. i-Jav.ng 
made iu'*h difp Gtiuns :ii were nectf- 
lary to ficurc tlic p1(^^ge over ii, he 
conveyed the Britilh army fafclo the 
other fiJc, without any oppofition 
fiom the etiemy. Nothing appeared 
to obliru£i him ; he marched to Ger- 
man town ; 9nt\ Oi*: next d^y, nhicb 
vras the. twe:ity f;.vi'nth of Scpicmbcr, 
lie took p(a eiiblc pvilMIIon of the city 
of P:iil.idJphia. 

Jt haii hrc'i tx;^efled by ^lAny, 
th^t (li 'uld thai c.:y have been « 'U..d 
iiriieiMbie, the ProvriiciuU would h ive 
commit lid it to die (lines Lofter 
tlKiti luficr it to fdl into thehandsof 
their enemies, and btCf.mc a ^lacc- of 
armt, from whence t!;vy wou)d have it 
id t leir power, from itsccniral fitua- 
tion to annoy the other Colonics at 
c^^mmaiid. j>ut the hopes of reccvci*^ 
it on a happitr day, prcrailcd over 
the fears of • lie fervice it mi^h? ];rove, 
while it remained ifk the poHcflioii of 
Britain. 

ricvicus to iKeir evacuation of 
Pbiiadelphia, the Conj^refs had order- 
ed fomc of the principal (^idker&, and 
other geiittetren of the iirll ronfi.Ier- 
aMon in that p^ace, above twenty in 
number, to be laiken iirto ctidod) , as 
ftirunf^ly stt3uhcd to tnc Royal caute, 
^Ad Auow0 . eocmkt to. the rvlin^L 



powers. Thefe gentlemefl h»d np iatfl 
ediy refufcd to giv4 atiy wriiteo 9f 
verbal ncknowled lament of allcgi^nci ^ ^ 
fubmifiuin tu the Americairi goverih ■ 
ineiit, or promife of holdiu,^8o cp^cf* ' 
pondence with its cncniica. ^klU-' 
withllanling the cridedt djngerikcv' 
perfons were in, they hiul cvc* ibt • 
rcfohi:ion to rcfufe confining thra^ ' 
f(.)vr» tothc-ir relp-.-ciiveViWclli^igs. Tht- 
fpint of thi:fs gentlemen wu uucoi* 
qucrrable to the Uft. Ai they iil 
ptrhlted in defiance of threatt,aiidift 
fpitc of all folicitation and inticttjft'^ 
immoveable in their principfet aisdift^ 
t!itir determination to rtjcd tbetdk« 
that was pmpofcd to them, ihey welt' 
fent off pr:fjncn to Stanton, in Vir|f» • 
nid, as looii as it was apprehended llMt • 
the Bt itifh troops would take pofif* 
ijon of Phila Jrlpdia. 

1 he firll care of the Britift GcM« ; 
ral, on his becoming mafter of iUi--( 
city was to crc6\ batteries on the Dt"-^ 
laware in order to cut i;ff the oonmik'' 
nication between that part of the hivr* 
ajove, and that bclovr-the city, -and t» • 
fccure it at the fame time fum aoai4 • 
tack by water, 'i bis iwdenakiiig 
was oppiffed as foon as be>;iin. AW* 
American frigate, of thirty fix gfllib'' 
affilled by another of fmdller toriMy^ 
and fome other armed vifFtls^ attacMii 
the batteries immediately on perccitiiq|^ 
the people at work upon them, 'fife'* 
filing laited lome houm ; but opootyf^ 
tide of cbh| the largeft fiiga(e gl 
ed,and could not bw rcmoTcdt KoM^ 
pieces of cpnnon being immcdijld^ 
levelled at her, (he couM not ftsMhke^ 
lire ; the cole:urs were ftruck« uAtfr 
furrcndered. The other vcfffb tkd^ 
cde.(r. ■■>'« 

But though Pbiladelphia WllJillj^ 
the Hccefn to it by fea wm y^ ktfmir^ 
tfcable ; a variety of w6fi| l||i|M ' 
coniliu'dtrd at a great t u pai icrf' M 
with equal incJultrj Md'liWi 
render all aitempts to Clail^ f 
Delaware fmitlels. Fadnl' V 
of la ad where the Scli«jM|i 
\<6 Uiu iVraci Vy»^ vt\SIMM 
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m-nnli'tiofi of "mud aniV f.intl, and 
:«: called Mud lihnJ. Here 
' ?»ronp batli-rifi utrc crtCtto. 
:!i«jtil\ry ihorejying, cppniitc to 
at a place en i led Rr(H>Hiik, a 
v^as bnih, w«?Il furnifhtd wi:h 
Y cannon. A)o!>g the chaniu-l bc- 
n x\\oic brtttrie% jKMidcrona 
lines <rcre fank, contrived aftir 
mannrr of cWvaux i^c fiize, from 
h tlicy rcceivtd that dtnumina- 
Tl'.ey were immtnfe beantu, 
ng each othrr in I'undry dircc- 
. ar.d beaded with [hmiU!' of iron, 
gl) fix£d| to pierce any Ihip that 
d ftrike <:n' tlitn^. TI.v i»b( ve 
■rict en ffcd, and fully com m;iid» 
at pan of the riter wheit ihife 
lints were dcp(>fiicd ; and tl.oy 
funk fc df:pi as not to Le v'tigh- 
itlicut iflnrntnfe trouble and dif- 
y ; but this v.as a work tnat 
i not be underiaken %vrithoiit 
iaj; thofe batteries, and bein^ 
poflcifion of both fidci of the 
• 

f Bilb'nR^ Point tfome mile? lower 
be Jcrifiy Ihoif, Icvcrtl more of 
' cbcTaux dc frtze wtre funk in 
:hanhel of the river, and prot:rdLd 
:doubtB that mt:unied very heavy 
ery. On the riv^r itfelf were 
;s well provided wiih cannon, 
two floatin[r batteries, with a 
.'>er ot armed vefRls, and fever al 
lliips. All tliele iirpedimenta 
to' be ovcrf'^me befuie acccfs 
d be bad to Fhiladtlphia. 
n ll»c difcat of the provincial ar- 
it Braiidywinc Cnek, and the 
'qiicni march of the Royisl army 
'ikiladelphia, Lord H>>a'c pre 
1 to'fsil round to the Delware, 
pport ihvjc operations in i^hich 
fllftan'cc of the'flcet wou'd indif- 
ibly be recrfTdry. After enur- 
lic DelaVarc, as if wsg not pcf^ 
to proceed vp tif Hiiladetpiii;*, 
leet came to anf anchor cfi the 
of Ncwciille, on the Pcliufyi-' 
I Aore. 
I ibfr laf/ffMtion o/tAr-rirer^iniB 



extrcmly annoyed by the batteries st 
BilHn;>'s I'oint, Sir William Howe 
detactttd a b )dy of trnopo, nndir 
Colonel Sterling, to difl.^dge the enemy 
Imm tliat f»ni : on perceiving ths 
Coloncrs party crofting the river from 
Chei!er, on the PennfylvaTia fide, the 
ganifon immediately fpikeJ alt their 
gu'is, fct fire to the buiidings in the 
foit,a{:d Sibandoned it without wait- 
iir^ to be 8 tucked, or rnd^'avouring 
tnprcviiit the Colonel's landing. Af« 
ti'r the detachment had dellr^yed the 
fi)rr, and cl'pccially thofc baiicrict 
tb.tt commanded the river, Cupta'n 
Hanim(»nd rf the l^'orbuck, a very 
biave and aO:llvc <'f?.crr, procecilcd to 
execute the di«licjic biifinefs witli 
\v;;:ch he had been intruded by the 
Admiriil. i his was to cut away« 
and weigh up thofc ponderous macln'i:et 
tliat lay ut the bottom of the livtr. 
He wai vigrroufly oppofed by the 
fixating batteries and iiaval furcc of 
the enemy that was ilatioued on the 
river to gu:ird them ; but with great, 
cotlrage, peifcvciance, and I.ihour, he 
overcame their reriltance, and fucceed* 
in c'pciiing n pufTij^e for thir (hip- 
ping through this part of the iJcla* 
waie. 

In the mean time the Brli'lb ar*- 
myl;iy encamped in the neighbourhood 
of Phdadelp'iia. Its prineipid qiariera 
Wire at Gfrmai) town, an extended- 
pince, cor.liflirg of a iireet twomiiea 
long. The tut my was pnili-d at bk^p* 
pach Creek, -fixtecn miies diiluut* 
Aft they had hiely bccu leinf^irced 
with lome rhofen tioops, GcuernI 
Wafliiiigton he<»ring th;tt the Uoyal 
army h<td detached Jeveral parties oa 
variius iiei:eflaty fcrvices, and that 
ancither part of It lay at j^hiladelphia, 
determined to atlrmpt the furpnxtng 
of that uhich was at "Gcrnian town. 

On the third of OdolH.r, towardf- 
the evening, be left his camp at Skip- 
pach Creeici nnd marched in great 
iileuce, underihc cover of night, hop«^ 
itig 10 reach tlie Britifh cnv(\}f undif- 
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Wit dofe upon itf and io^mcdiatcly 

made the rtquifite difpofitiucu fur 
no attack ; but fort una Ccly the pa- 
crolri dircov<:reri hii kpproii(.*h,aud the 
troopa were Ciillv:ii to arms, 'yiutk 



fpred CO the fepportof the remaiolv^. 
ot the Brififli right win|;i wbicii w^ 
engaged- in a h%*t dif|nitc with ikc. 
entmy^i^ Kfc. but this acccffioft ^. 
ftr:ngih compelled ttieiB iaRiiQllj U 



whom he firll aitiirkcd, being at the^ give way, and ccn^ktcd tNr lotil. 



ftirthcmioft end of Gcrniari Town, 
a lid remote frofki the mala bodjiwcic, 
afier a bra«e rcGllauce, ovct powered 
by nunr*ber»« and obliged to lallback 
into the town^ whuber tl«c/ were 
clouly f'uUowed. 

T:k' i'uddeiincfs of the attsck, and 
tilt vigour with which it W4» fuppgri* 
c J by I lie ciiciiiyt oLli^'edtiie British 
iroups to Qiukc the greatcli cffuri« ta 
]reu!i him. Colotid Muf^rave, at the 
lic^d of the fortieth regiment, had 
Ibood his ground till-ue w%:»aImoft fur- 
louaded. Seeing no other w^y of 
ivfifling theimpetu^Gty and llicag'.h 
cftbe enenty, he took pofl^flloa of a 
large and Urong Roue- houfe, that lay 
foil lu their froui with fix coinpaotea 
^ tbiit tcgiuicnt. From thrnce he 
jiept up an iuceflant &ic,i^ud effectually 
ciwckcd* the ardour whh which they 
iud hitherto proc^eo.d. 

it waa nccefldry to diflodge the 
ColiHiel» lA order ti) effect the purpofe 
tbey propofcd, wiiich was to firparate 
flic two wiiigi of ihe Royal army. 



rout of the Provincial army. It auw 
quitted the field uif all lida ■ bit. 
thiiugh the purfuii was coiitiuued fiint 
niiU-n, a& the country waa in(er(ided . 
wiih vi-dodi and inclofuief, ihcy maM, 
their advantages of ihein, anjfuuai, 
meant lo carry pff their cannon. 

The American I attributed the hk. 
of the day to tnr b^xincCa of the mif. 
ther. it ivas fo thick,:hat they coild 
Dot difcover the fituation our novtv. 
meats of the BatiSbaray,naT yet thofc 
of their own. — Thia prcfcnted tbeil, 
from acting in con err t_ i it erro oc«. 
cafionrd them to fire upon each other, 
through mi f take, in the heat of w>, 
tiun ; and waa, in ihorCa according li, 
their reprefeiitalion, ibe real caufc afi 
the. BniilK ar;ny*a having time to it" 
cover from their fiifl furprife, 8ndti| 
put chemfdves iu a poilurc of4ct 
fence. 

1 he Britifh army loft in thiabatlk, 
ib wounded and prifonera, about fiw, 
hundred and thirty men » no nom^ 
than feventy v. ere killed ; a fmatt lofii^ 



that were divided from each other by, in number, but it coufilled* amuof o>, 
this, and the other houi'ea of German-, thcrs, of fome wry brave and csceUeat; 



luwo. They brought up a whole 
krigaJe, wiiii artillciy, and alTailed it 
•n arrry i>de with the utniott fury, 
1)ut wiiiiottt being able to difpoffcfa 
li:n« 

1^ the mean <imc, General Grey 
came up to hisaffillauct ,with a great 
part of the left wing, and fecooded 
hf Geocral Agaiw, with anoJier ^oa- 
(ierable body. A part cf the right 
^ir>g adviinced ut»o» the enemy on :>>e 
fitlibr fide, 'i he engagement W3S 
laaiutaiiked during foiiic time with 
fq^al obllinacy ; but the enemy waa at- 
|tuf;lh broken, driven out of the towu 
fiK^ pi:sfued with grrat fl::ughrer. . 
-Alter gaining thia advantage, Gt* 
merul Ciey oiorcd wiih »U J9&^ 



office! I ; amon;; thefetGeneral .'igacv^^ 
and Coloiid Bird were particiiiaii|^ 
regretted. Qf the Americana tbiCl^ 
hundred were flain,nx hundred ianaii. 
ed, and upwards of four hundred wM* 
piifoncrb, among w^iom Wcic Jtff*. 
{our cfficera. 

After the a£kk>n at Gcroiaa Mm, 
Geiieiul WdOungmn reiururd ia.M 
encampment «it Skippach Crcek>i|riM 
he continued to watch tk« ■^'MT^t' 
the Briti(h army, which ha4 
froxD German town to PbtUii^l^ 
order to execute tbofe aJM 
which were ncceilary to 0hJH| 
winter in that city. . ^; \. 

The cedua^oii of Mud IflHif 

Q\kct luiV.&tv^ ^Wk& W l^i', 
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ripal objciSls In view, togethrt 

cleirhigr it of ib'jfe ir.ipcdi- 

I4t obdruded its naviur.uijn* 

; battery wat ercd.'d h*r this 

00 t)ic wrlern poiut of land 
lo Mud Ifland, and a lar^i^e 
HefSans were d«tachtrd acrolj 
, to attack the fort. of Red 

1 the Jerfey (horc,. 
detachment wat commandtfd 
irl Doiiop, one of the bcft 
n the Htfiiaii army, and who 
ered fume Clonal and impuri* 
ci9 hi ilAt wiir. He w^n to 
rfcd in this encerprife by foiue 
fufCtf, and the arranremeDts 
:re formed with great jud^e- 
Hc made an intrcrpid aiTaiilt 
enemy'i cnlrcxichnient«, atnl 
heir pnncipul ouiwork ; but 
erior defences were fo llron>^y 
r Cv)uM' not be forctd. The 

WL*re obliged to rciiVe, wiih 
I of their Colonel, who was 

wounded, with feveraloch'.r 
icci'8, In advancing to the 
ikl in their retreat, thiy were 
galled by the enemy's galiies 
itidX-b^itteries; to which, as 
'e obh'grd in their marcii to 
n^ the fhore, thry coutd not 
ing entirely cxpofrd. Thus 
:k by land total. y failed. 
iitAck made by the fhips was 
udrcioua sndfpiritcd; having 
kcir way thr.iugh the channel; 
lapiain H^immond had cxort- 
ich rtfolifiion andindiiftty in 
g pra^^icabW, they took their 
ii fuch a manner, as to aCTtil 
ks and l^atierits towards the 
•e, wliile the troops afTaultcd 
nces on Ihore. Bdt the ob.'iruc-' 
itrived by ihc tnkiny, l»ad iu« 
d and altered thc*iour{e of the 
nd wrou^jkt fi/ch ch^inges in 
1 depth, that the fbips could 
pafs a favourable fuuation fur 
Ckioh of their tire. To thoM^ 
: was owing, that the Aupy^a/ 
ftbe Lot, and the' Merlin^ in 
; uj> to coi&e' clok into adtion^ 



were both groiradfd, and could ootbe 
got aflo^ti 

The enemy pcrcclvinpr the fiJuatio* 
of tbefc Vffllls, dirta<ft?. the whole 
fire of theii gallirg, fl.idiiu- hatter!c^, 
and works on (hore, and fcnt four 
fire-(hips down the ttream agaiiiil 
there: but though theflc-ll and courage 
of the firamca and c^fScers r<rndere t 
them incffeaual, the Augufta took lirtf 
durin^r the engagement, and wji 
burnt, together with the Mtrhn ; ainf 
the other {hips were obliged to with- 
diaw, in order to cfcapc the cunfli- 
giation. 

Motwithflandiflg this nnfucccrBful 
attempt, tlie tJetcrmfnjiton Hill co:i- 
tiftu«?d to furmouut thtfc Tariuus ( i:^ 
ftaclts, htith from tl*c fpirii of th^ 
commanders, and the abfyiuic uecef- 
fiiy of overcoming thf-m. N<rw mra- 
furcs were taken, and ff«fli pr<:|^ar.i> 
tions were made for this purpofe.. The 
enemy, who f«iw with wh<iL diflicultie* 
tiitaccompliniment of this object woull 
he attended, nrg'ecttd nooning to i«- 
crsafe them, and to throw adclitioaal 
ooitruttions in its way. 

The people belonging to the fleet 
were «»f particular fcr vice upon this 
occafion. .Through' a firwll and dif- 
ficult channel on the wcU ChW of thr 
river, they conveyed a number ot 
heavy pieces of artillery to a Ii: tie iflaniT 
and witkrn a f^un-lhot oY Mud Ctlind/ 
and creded battrrirs that grcarlvan*' 
noyedit. On the fifeenth of No-' 
vember, it was attacked hy the Ifisof 
fifty and tlie Somerfet of fixty gwn^ 
and by other vtfleh mounting iKavy 
cannon. 1 hcfc fcondfd fi effcflually 
the batteries on the above nicntlontd 
ifland, that after defending thcmfcivea 
vigoroufly during the whi.le day, the 
jgarrir>n of MuJ lOand, perceivin|r 
that prcparattonb were making to- give 
a general affiult to their works on th« 
next diiy, abandoned them io' the 
niglit. 

As the works of Red Bank were 
yet unreduced Lord ConiwaUiscroflT* 
cd chc DeU«aTf:»iA^aA'«a»5:t&. %\>Xn^ 
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head of a conCiicrablc bo.iy toat^nck 
it ; B.it liu' '^irr.i'n \vi'.!i'iic*v ii his 
a^^pro4L-i)y atiU the pLcc wjs dc iuIhIi. 

Tlir work* an-^ r>r:g on ;ili pir:s of 
tliC river being t'tias rcdui.-jJ, a 4vi n- 
ber of tt'C cucciicb* >hipp>'.i^, fjcin^ 
iheinfvWiii deprive J at liiis p:ijlec1io:i| 
tuj!c th: upj>'»rt»uilty uf tlit: fiiil (\.irk. 
xiij^ht, 10 pats ihe batteries crctl'jc) at 
Phiindtlpliia aiMlferveJ, and to move 
far tilt r up the Dtldwjrj fjr '.Mcii fc- 
curity. In order to prev;!ijt tUf? re- 
iii.iinJer of tbrm eftv.pjii;]^ in ihe lanic 
miuncrthe frigate that hui boon tik- 
eu from :b<m waa iriaiituil, andXrnti 
vfib Inme other armed vtff^I.'., ti« in- 
tiTCcpt t!je n. — fhcy \v..itT.» iff.cinal- 
Jy cut I'fTfi^Jcn ill.* relic it ti-.-y hid 
j;roptjfcd, that to prcv.-nt ihc*r Vcll'.li 
f'*jm being capturrd, liiey fei liicui mi 
firL*, and tbaitdoiicd th»:n. 'V\is:y 
wsrc all buriit, to th'j niiiiibLT of l\ vjn,- 
tecii a noiit^ w[\\c\\ wan mro coiili.ici- 
aLIe Huaiing bulieiiLS. 

The nsr'.vs ilut rhiladt Ipnia wa*« mj 
the pofT iFion (f ihc Royal Hi.iiy, hadt 
in the mean t::nr, fprcaJ an UMivtri il 
a1 inn ihrO'ig^^.OLii the cop.tinfiii. 'V[)c 
N(«rihcrii (Julonicf^, whi«:h were mo!l 
rc:note from danVr, and hjJ iittly 
met wiih (onx lin^ u!ar i\icc»-(r.i, rc- 
iolvcd op.^n this occnfion tJ alvih^-ir 
litniod cffift? tt) rr);iblt^ Ofnrr.il Wai'h- 
i[ig*o«: t>> llj[;d his grouid till t!!c t:!^- 
piraliun of \vi filer ; when lltvv li^Jibt- 
ed not of b.'in;» alic to Cwl„. I fueli a 
Corcc as )Vi!ijl I rent)', r PniLt lrl'>':i.t un- 
<c»inble by rric Briif'h i\nLC^. riu-y 
f\ w lent Urn a rciuforcirriiciit of it.ur 
ihiTufjud-cf ihcir bvll ni'.-si. By ihgir 
arrival, be Kuiod hiiuult d ilrcii4;:!K-d , 
th^t be advanced vriih'ii fouaccn iiiiic» 
oi l'LiIa>!eli)hi.i, and lix^J hiiiifL-if i.i a 
flroiig cncimpmeiiT ne-T a »rdi."t of 
laudcail-'d VVhite Maiih. 

J he motion of llie Amoric.ui Gi.*- 
nml, gave hope to Sir Wilham Ilovvc 
thiC lie was uoi dilincl.'ncJ ui m.-kea- 
xiothcr attempt, llmilar to ibjt of 
Cernian towoi in which cafe a gcner4][ 
e/i^9gca:cnt mi^fjt Qa[ac, wlilcb vra* aiix 



oSj.'fl of cnniLmt feekini^ to theBrl* 
tila arm/y as to well as their cjuiaij||p 
d.T. 

In order to aff ird G.nera! Wjfc"oj» 
tnn liicii an opportuniiyt if ht fjught 
o ic, a.id to he at band lo i njjrovcaa} 
th^L iff.;r;:i u altacic him. Sir \Viiliaii 
llob%'e marched ou: of .P.tiladelphii 
on I h'.* fourth day of Sepicmber, aqi 
p nled himfcif oppofite tu ia« PruTiii- 
i:i..l t roups He vari(.d his pufiliol 
f::veral times, to dra%v ihe^n, if poffihk 
i'fKiin that which they had taken ; btiC 
they remained ini.iiovcablc, coatcutiif 
ttxaMelvvS wiihlrequent (k riiiinict(| ii . 
wluL'h ihey werv; couitanily worlUJ.-* I 
U 'on thde uccHhons, liirir defcntJ ■ ' 
pirtici were always parfucd clufc nptl ! 
Ihefi 1 n:»f with an int^iit to provukt 
thjin to cr>.Tic fv^rth. Uuc fiadinf 
tiieir dcler.iiiiialiijn was to ad cr:itiiVr 
1/ on t!)e dcf: alive, after rJC;»i:iuiiiia{ 
every pirt uf the )' round I hey occiIp 
pitd, ani! djf^ovcrin^ it to be c*tfiy 
w n e r c i n i :c'.- fu ok- , h c rcU i^-ed to r» 
turu to l\iiljdwiphia, in order lorAHh 
lu& t/uops. I'iiey ind fiilFcred grcit 
inc<)miniidiiie!i, during their fhor: a* 
cur{L>n, tro:n ih-* fcvtrity ofthcwei* 
tiicr ; having from liicir ca^ernciiaod 
hoped of co:iiin|r t3 im.ocdiaie adioa | 
wii!i the Provincials, left Philadclphil 
without their t^nis, or any other pre- 
paiasi-m for en;:a:i^pment. 

His ni:iri:hl'ack to rhiladclphiiwil 
portormcd in the afternoon of t:ic fijjht 
of D.'cember, leifurdy, and in prtfcBCA 
uf the enemy, who, contrary to oil 
wiihes, gave him however no mc^ll" 
atii'U. iMitH dif.tppointment was very 
grievous to ths BuciAi troops, at the 
u iu ler wms approaching they were oer> 
tainly deli ro us to do fc the campaigfli 
if not with a decifive, at lead with. .; 
iou.e conr^.M'cuoua adion, thai Aonkt 
Ituve the enemy difcouragcd, im . 
wc.iiun iiii endeavours and exert joM 
Hi haiafi and difliefs them, during ik 
incien.rnt feafon ihey were ibont 19 
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i he lafl operntioQ of the..BiJMi^.;^j 
axUTj vol% to procure hxsgp f9/^. ' ^^ 
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, larg^e detachment was fent 
It pnrpofe, which was Tuc- 
roainliflicil. Afier ihis, 
nnii.cd but to provide for 
d comfortable wcathcriup 
vrnier, by difpofmyr ofihc 
ich a manner as to gaurd 

furprifes to which liiey 

in fuch an open place as 
I : it was done accordingly 
p-ifr dih'j^rencc and care. 
W*»(hin4ton, on ihe other 
ved his tanip from While 

place called Valley Forge, 
errs of the S> huylki 1, ab >ut 
I from Piiiladelphia. It 
>n full of (Ircngth and fe* 

whence he could cbfrrve 

n of the Brittfh army, and 

fpeedicft information of 

I traufa&ing at Fhiladel- 



. Propofing to pafn the winter in this 
encampment, luits were rrc6te<l, in or- 
der to enable the Provincial army the 
better to tncon:jicr the rigour of ihu 
fiafMn. Nothing fhewed the warmth 
antf firmncTs of their attachment, both 
to their General, and to the caui'e for 
wiiich they were contending, than their 
wiHintrnfls to fuhmit to the varioui 
harddiips, as well as inconveniencies <ri 
fo u iiaccoun : able a H t uat ion : 1 1 difplayr^ 
a refoliition and p< rfeverancc, whii^^ 
we're coKvincing ptoofs to all reflecting 
people, that the war, however fatally ir 
might terminate for them, would be o/» 
long duration, were Britain determineo 
to profccute it until rimcrica was en^ 
tirdy reduced. The rcfources of Hit 
people who could bear trials and fuffet 
ingH with fo much patience and read! 
refs, were, at all events confiderab^ t 
and not cafily cxhauftcd* 
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M.lltarj Operations on the Ltrk Sy and in the Norihem Pj, 
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WHILE iVirfc tranfnftton<» w-rc 
taking |>bcc in ili'- n»i.-'!le 
C- li-nics, cv;;ius •»f a tniioh more : m- 
pnrf:»nt nnd H. rl'ivt na ;)rc hr.j^;^crij 
ill thw' Northern Prc^viii* cs ot Ainc- 

I he Britiili mifiillr^' bad lonr^ p:o- 
ji'Cicd .III (xtcr.live litic of m»i:t iry 
otK-ratidns in th.s q";irur. h i^us^ an 
ohj-:c\ from wliirh ihf nioft fur^uine 
h'p.sitad bren coaccivcd, diil nod<K:bt 
was ( iitertained thai to fii'-cctil lure, 
\inuld ei.lure fuoccfs in every other 
pa It of America. 

ri»c foui IVcvinccsof New Enj^land 
%vcrc coiifidcrcd as the foul and fiipport 
of the p efint corifcdcracy of Ainrrica 
pgBinll Diitiiin. CouU an i'liprrfli >n 
I c made upon ihein, it fccmtd evident 
th::t evei Y othet Colony would be almoft 
ctj"!idly atlVrt.'d. 

Jn this convi^ion, a ref'h'.tion had 
hcc:i tiikcn 10 en' ploy the fu miner of 
tiic pp-^Mit year in maliini^ a v!i(«»n>us 
niul rpirited carrpai;;n u;:On the Lakes, 
and in the a'*joiniiig prt)viiices. 1 he 
i>:du^: )n of it.c fnlt, would open an 
tnlnmce I'lito the lad ; they were* the 
natur.'d bnireisof' llic Noit'icrn Col- 
onies*, and if tliey could bj torccd, the 
otherfi, it wa*? prt;fiimed, would not be 
able to defend iheiur.ivr*, ^ftcr iiaving 
Idiled ill liic defence ot iiich a ilru.ig 
outwork. 

It wa? r'f dvcd, therefDfe, to leave 

r.oihin); uiid'>ne that could c< nlnbote 

to lie fi;cc-cfs cf the txpcOiiiuii ti at 

WaS iptciioed. I )ic Driliil) trot ps 

diDOUnttd to four thoufanJy the C/er- 

tntna to three tliouf md : itits l'\vw 

rincc of Qji r L cc, c Xiii 11 fi vc ok ii * r.;i- 

htm, fuppucd J«'^c parlut of u\cu tot 



the works that were cirryiny 
fcvcral pla'jes. and tor tbe traafp 
of 'L- TCI. pruv (i,»:is, and baj^ga^t 
th** rivrr>!, a-jd thrMi,.h the man 
ruU [MflcH in thjt Cituntry . 

The com.naiid of triis esp 
was given to Gr-ueral Burj»f«y 
ofH'tr of unqiieUion-h!e abilit 
wrK»fe a^ivc ctifpofirion, uDJ aid 
ndiit.iry f.m^e« cJiilii'^uiihcd hi 
parliiular maimer. 

Ihe ofTi-'ers cmploved tiiu?t 
were men wf ^tch: bravcy andi 
encc : — The principal were, ( 
Pliih'ps of the artiliery, who h 
quired great repuraticn in O 
diirin^r the late war ; G>-ncra]s I 
Powel, and i^aniilton, afi cscrlli 
ficers: the German Generalt B 
and Speeeht, uere both perfouifl 
profvlUonal merit. 

i'he Tddiers comp:'(in|( the 
und^fr them, were all difcipliued 
tM( y camr; frcih and vigoroo 
their winter quarters, wheic all] 
care had beni taken for the pi 
tion ot their health, and to J 
them by continual exercifc for (ft 
iiefs they were goini; upon. 

In aid to the pniK:l|Ml tSpC 
anoth.cr v\-a8 pn j £iedjit the U 
river utidir Cconel St« I«(^ 
was to be alTittid by Sir J*ihuju 
fon to thr famous Sir Wi|&H 
fo.i, w!io had (o gmtly diliji 
cd hiudUf in Ameiica duria^ JJ 
\\;«r. 

Ti e fjrd general ena^ 
i!r:>.y waboii the wcftert.^ 
CUam^lain. Here a dei 
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th a ifrcat war feaft, according 
:«rcmonial criUbudicd among 
Liont. 

adc a fptcoh to ihcm on ihi»t 
full or that llrength '*n\d aiii- 
K'hich peculijrlycharadteriL'd 
icr if rpcakiug. He exhorted 
bt-h.ive with courage and fi- 
their fricodii, and to avoid all 
r tvMardiJ their cneViits. tic 
ilhcm to be particularly carc- 
ftiiigui[hing between ilie aJ. 
ind ihc fors to the Bri i!h na- 
le carncrtly rt que lied -^ i hat 
iM put liOdc to dcaih but fuch 
ly oppi.ied thi'm with armk in 
•da, and to fparc old men, wo- 
Idiren, and prifoncri; tofcolp 
h aa they had killed in adiou, 
:ai cotnpaflijnately the wound- 
lying* He promifed them a 
ird for every piifoner they 
in, but afTured them he would 
rowly into every demand fur 

^ionsofthis kind were unu« 

not very acceptable to the 

difpofitions ot thtfe uncivi< 

altitudes. They were not, 

without elTed ; and though 

not entirely prevent, they 

great rellraint to the pcrpc- 

( their cullomry barbarities. 

addrifiing the Indians in this 

a dtclaiation was puhlifhej, 

to admoniih and terrify the 

ns and to induce them to lay 

cir arms, and return to the 

r of the Bntifh government, 

; profpedi of the mifciies and 

hey would experience on the 

te Ii'di^ns, now engaged on 

if Britian, arid whofe lavugts 

ty it would not he pjfiible to 

He diiplayed to them the 

df thcit power which was to 

yed again (t Aniiri a by lea 

warniiig them to ceafe a re- 

laC expofcd them to fo .-nany 

I, and that wuuld terminate 

ruin of their country. He 

lu encourage and employ all 



thofc who ftjould «fljll in l>»iui»ino tlicir 
(ouiitryi) CI' bi:(k to ilcir clir~y, i^ivl 
in re-ttlabliflii!»j» iltc authority tf il»c 

Brit'fh govenmini. Afljrariccs cf 
prolt^lion were j^ JVC p, rp.;n tt;c p'.r- 
foraiancc oi ccrtHin Cv)ii':iii< >»&, to ili-. !e 
who denu'aiicd iheiiif«. Kis j;e;.c<.2L-y, 
and du\ not lotfAe linir hjl>.ta:ujii:; : 
t!ire.T.ening at the f;iint llr.r, i^rvejc 
ireaur.ti t lo iMoh as cinii.iiiii I.t>jlih- 
lies, or abc' ed il»ein ai^.aii.lt the j;rji)ic8 
or ai'Jjertiils of Biilian. 

'I'lie canij;aigu o*«ci:ed by the fieji'i 
of Ticonderoga. Tf c A?i.cn'i:<»r.sh.i.l 
taken gftat {.a:ns to fortify this pelf, 
a1re€:dy very ilrong by nntnre <Ji» 
the ec^teru fhorc faicing TicondcTt.j'n, 
whicb iiesun the well, they hdd ttcct- 
cd a tiroiig fortification on toi* fummit 
ofa hill, which they named I'ort Jn- 
dcpetidence : 'Ihc comunicatiLn be- 
tween this pod and the fort at riv.< n- 
dernga, was maintained by a bri^i^c: 
coniiruded over the gut uliere tiio 
fort Hands, and through \U):ch th^* 
water from Lake George flowB inlD 
JLake Champlain. 'i'l:e iide of the 
bridge towatds Lake Ciiaipphiin, vva3 
pr* tccicd by a boom conlillnig of lar^c 
pieces of timber, joined to^eiiicr w!ili 
iron bolts and chaih.-i of prodigious 
thicknefii. Both the bricj^e and bi.oin 
were julUy conlidtied uti woik» cf 
equal iiiiluttry and labour. 

Ill a fmail ba) to tiie fon»hvvard of 
this bri(^j;e, thc»e h a pfrnt of land, o*i 
which a i4ioi.n.U;n llynds, cdlej Sii;;.ii- 
hl!l, Trom this n.uuniain lliC ItTi of 
Tlco:jd«. i»>^»H Is oVLrI<><)i<C(l, ai.d fti;c- 
tual'y Ci.iiwnar.d.c. I'lom this inoiivc 
it WHS fTJipcftd to fculify this hiil, 
as a ntctlfrtry ftcnriry to the fort ; hue 
the extent of thr wt.rks they hud al- 
re:idy erccled, ii.duccd the A(f.erf» 
C£nK to drop the cMr^n. I'ht n:;^- 
gcdnefi of the j.'r:.uiui on i's fuirHhit 
:fnd (ide.^-, and the d (n«.uliy of i:s ac- 
ctT$:, would, it wab imagined, picvtnc 
it fiom being of any ufc to the enemy, 

1 he pJtrrifon of 1 iconderoga con- 
fiiledof about fix thntifAud men, m^- 
iLatrdtd ly Gcucral Sicclair, It •• ri 
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formedy partly of contineotal re^^ulars, 
Bud partly of militia. 

The Briti(h army wa« in two divi- 
iionPf one u|>on e;tch (iue of Lake 
Champlain. This wa« occiipioft by 
the (hipping, which, from the dciliuc- 
tion c>( ilie naval force of the /\n>eri 
caoa in ttc preceding year, was now 
in f q11 poflc(&i>n cfthc't Lcke. 

On the iecond of Julvy the Britifh 
rijf^htwin^ that mnrched on ihe wetl 
t)f the Lake* appeared in iiglii uf the 
furl. On Ha approach, the ^arrifony 
contrary to eipiCtation, fct rife to ail 
their out vorki and building^i, and a- 
banduned them without n.^king the 
kail refinance. 

'I he diligence of the Briiifh arq.y 
wab fuch, that by the tilth of July, it 
had tflal>hOu4 every poll ntcJl:tiy to 
iirvcft the fort conipltttly, and to cut 
ciffits comniunication on cv^y fide. 

The imprudence oi the ^urnfuny in 
not feciinng Sujrqr hill, was now ma- 
mh&> Not wttli Handing its Heepncf^ 
II road was niadeup to its v<:ry (utiinuty 
Vfhich waH levtllid iorthe conUru^tiun 
of a biitteiy. 

On lig' t of ihcfe preparations a 
council wbii hch! I y tiie Anurican 
con;mai!(irrs ; in w!.iv*h it wr.8 itprc- 
■fcnted, that their hJuiIc eficclive Knee 
was not fiflicunt to niau «;nc liaU of 
the v%ork« iand that as it was not pof- 
fibic for it to remjin upon coniii.iKil 
cuty, no edcciuiil Ji-fciice could be 
made ; tliat us ihepKur ^oii!d be com 
pictely luir^uuoed in twenty fonr 
hc<ur.'>, it ('ii^hc in^nu-dijiily to be a- 
b<in«oncd. in < nltr tn l..vc fhc iroops. 
'I'hitt n.(>rcl>nt<<ii. n biin*; adn'iiied l>y 
the iouiicil, the loit Wob tvacudicd 
•*ai very i.ij;hl. 

A» fot.i: rfsnturniii^ dilVovrre<! t1i« ''r 

V^hi, ii»ry w ic imn.vdiaJy |»uriuii', 

^cnir«il I'iiir^. Aiiv Kll wtii than by 

/^^t'.r, .1^.el i.iitroui:^ tl'e boom and 

findK^'* ^<>i<-ii tie Au'triiiM 8 «<i c(;n- 

jfytiCtiii li' pitvuit tl.c-plag of any 

JS/^tn^ lion i«'kcCi).impu.iiU'.L' kc 

QtoigK* i'l hmd coil iU}u., bvhv.^%> 4 



prodigious cxpence» ik 
twelve months labour } .b 
quickly dtnioltihed by tl 
IiMi«riii«; lo lite lifftilh ik 
I hi- ptfTigc w.ts complete] 
fort nine in the m'>r>iiiig f 
frij^-itrs Tht purluit % 
with fuch txpcdiuon, thai 
in tliC aflcrnoun, the «an 
roD catne up wim the 
j:u>ivded the boats with 
Twooft^jem were taken 
Mown up. Hereuj>on tl 
fjre to their k)oat6, and 
work? and other c<in(^ru(^j 
borouuh Fctild, where I 
after which they retired 

'1 hiH Wdh a total and de 
they 1 i\ all their ba^j^s 
tion, llortji, ai>d iirovihuu 
that contained (hern, wei 
ed, to tl e number of t 
The artillery taktn from 
Itf^than oneht;t.iijed and 

I'he main body that b 
and fur Skmifborouf^bi 
purfued by General Frai 
took it on the fecond day 
ai hvc in the rr«orning. 
be atijckcd, the cnem^ 
liton^; p-.il. I he prcvinci 
maodcd by Colonel Fn 
tfte belt oiBcers in their 
haiichof. n his p. round. 
tiui not^^ithliaiuiing tlie>| 
and intrepidity with whi« 
ticked by-C5>ieri;l Fra» 
tHiue'i hiS pttit v^tth f4lOe^ 
M.I Keidiiel Hrr^v.ed at I 
\'H:\2 bo'.jy of GenaaM 
c« iit.n;^ o]> of thia jTeialb 
i'lipiiuiit) of nun;()criin 
tiie nue of Uie /im«ri(|i 

hid ainio'l OftrrpOW^ 

1 i..z;r ; but ilkey mbk 
tl.t ir ^irunc no luligipnr:! 
niandu- being fl«tin, jfJ 
ilc<K!inc!b hi|d eiialiis 
lo Itrou^ and tvU^^ 
U'.ic i.iii:ic«y brt 
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OO sill fllitS. r»» I'lJe s (.\;l()in.l 

y many otticr (ifu era \\t\t Li!l 

abc vc I wo t'.i:i..:icd K'iciicfs : 

y veit (n.'^k' j^riitMiTs, ivtih 

ufpJe'S, iiiihuisM) a CvluiiLl. 

wciiiidid utrc tv\ \x ili;in fx 

li, m*<i»y <'f iaIuui f)yin^> to il»<; 

pcnnuii llicrt* f<.r uni.t ot iic- 

8. lie lols < t «:.c llo\ai . iM.y 

Litdiii, a vci} bi».vc and cdciv- 

II ill Ills {MOl« fiioii. 

trial ^iiu.aiy vvkIi tlu von of 
iLrican ttiny, uab riow at Ci'f 
I, {iImUiI fix ilMtcb li'ii.nt ffoni 
Lf i.{ I lie ti.gi.^;imi'ijl. l!|K)ii 
tucT of Coh.iiiJ Frniicis be:i)g 
iMi liin paiiy dclva<cd. i(>^',cilKr 
llie c:ii;;llcr ;.l oki:iu(l);.i-<>ug)i 
itppitiK(i(!ii>^ ihal lit Ih'jula be 
|Ud, ifltc ptoccidrii towarola 
luic, lit thou;rhi it latolt Vo re 
t llic wf.otls* that ly iu the in- 
iMc fp^icr lietuteri tii-it ioit and 
uii^uoiis parts oi New Lng- 

T takiiip pf ^K^^^^n of Skcncf- 
h, Gci.tial iiur^<),iic duaclud 
1 Hill, with the ninth r;'^iaicnt 
b i(/it Aiiiic, in Older ro wayldy 
I he tueiriV as were retriatiii^ 
(lace. O.ii his iiiarcii thi(hct'» 

III with a body ot I he enemy 

liitics as iiii(r.cn;us as hi^ own. 
itt^icktd iiiiii with great fury, 
dcdVixKvd to f'jr<oui;d liiii : 
»li^t(i hiai to uiihdiavi' to ^i 
iv ji.tc'^toub fiiuaiioii, in ordtr 
cut tiicrni Iroin rx<.cuiiii|{ thctr 
He ctiaijj;td his gtouni) ac* 
ly, %^ith io nuich jiidgiueiit, 
ih iucll cx;.w(iiil4 of difcipliiic, 
'liids of vajinjr, lhi«l alier an 
ilMt laitct.: iliicc houi-^, and \%ms 
td vxiil) >^it-\.i vi«M>ui, the eiit- 

«^y»K*^ 'o I elite Willi fci nitich 
it oLfj-aiiiii^ to l)e idiie (uiitcike 
id at ioit .viiiie, ihev {liii vi\ 

uitlitiriw lu ioit LJward oil 
r Iludhiii. 
' :«U/c- diifcrtut crj;:d^i m::its, 



liioi:^'h fome of tluni ucrc very warm, 
yitchclof ill killed aiivl wotj.iUe:] did 
iiottxcecd iwd hundred nicii,onilie 
lu:e i»f the Koyal arniy. 

Thtfc IiK tides had a pTodlgioiis 
effcdl on the ininds i;f ihofc who {>{>- 
tfti'Kd them. I'hcy made no doubt 
of riinviii'' ihtm to the utmoK t xttnt 
(f ihiir wiilus and iritenti. On the 
oli" r iiijiid it hij^lry .'ilanned the AiiiC- 
titans, and retideud (hvin (XiiiiiiKly 
ni.xioi:!> what nuafcies U) take in ol- 
der lo ji<»p ihc pr<'^u U t.f llie" viA» li- 
ons ami), wliicU r.i'w threaieneJ 
to o\cnun all the noithern Colo* 
ni«.s. 

In the nidfl ofihiBgood fortune, 
it V as no in.rtii iitoriiticalion to Gci:t* 
ral i'urg(/)iie, that he could not im* 
ptove 11 wiih the dilij;enre which was^ 
riquiuie to make it rumj)N.le, He w^ 
r.itw niiJer the nccvflKy of iair)ing at 
Skei;c(boiOU);h, till the nnival of 
the tents, held equ pa^e, and provi- 

ilOIiS. 

'1 hat no time, however, might le 
lofl, indefatigable lc:bour ^^fSeXe'rted 
in t learing pidFi^t;:, rinl m.kiii^ ro<;'J$ 
lliron;;li me couniry a^oui tort Aniic^ 
in oieitr to proetcii againlt the enemy. 
'J'he toil vx-as atloLiHiiiig ; but the 
f^iiit that accon.pauicu it u«tt uot 

While Gervial B'jr;^oyne N^as ac- 
CcKratinj; I he pre|.;!i.itioi b requi.ilt to 
puifue his cXpv<!ilton« the .*^ii.TtCH;i 
General, ScliU)ler, was it tort iid • 
Wtird, en:plo}<.ii in c«»lie<;m>w- the mili- 
tia fii'in ad the aoj'ieciil ^>.iiis. in order 
to con p(;lc' a ti/iee ii.I.'iesc: t to in.*^e 
a '-aiidjil I * !N jd.tce. 1 iithi r li.e iirokt ii 
lemiiiiiii c>f the deTv.t>t( d a.'.'ity, rcpatUii 
with their (feiiir,il» ;.fitr icd:ii»j» a 
wiek's (ireiiil throOt h ;hc uooilt:, in 
oUiCrtti av.^id the iiuidh <!vtiici;;nrirt'j 
tl.Hl v«re t xph'iii.;^ the eo'ii-M •,-. 
1 l.ty h..d fiil'titd ['.'*at di.Iiel. iiuiU 
Will, I oi pHiVili'.ns ;.r.d neecfi-ircs tJ 
Oici^^r then; h(?m tlu ci.'nlinunl tains 
tli>*t letldiiiinw thiti n.diih. 

'Ihc co;-iJUy bLi.VLcn Skentf. 
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borough and fort Edward* was fo in- 
tcifpcrfed wi:h woods, crcekn* and 
fitora{k-«, and ttaturtil difHcuititu had 
been fo indtiRrioufly augmtntt'd hy the 
cm my, that it was with the utmoil 
Imins and fatlgucy the Royal army 
was al le co work a p^^ffagc thiGUgh it. 
luimtnfe trees f ;!!:;! for that purpofe 
interfered all the roada aii'* pathh, and 
the watery groundft and mailhes Acrc 
fo thickly fpreadythat it was icccffdiy 
to conftrudi no kfi than Forty budges 
tocrofs them. One c»f ihcfc Lr! -^cs 
citendcd near tw) milci*. 

General Burgoynt s marcli rhrovijrh 
this wilderntfs met with vtrry htilc 
inpedimeuc ftom the Auicricaa 
troops. 

Ic was not, however, till the end of 
July, that he reached fcit Ed war J. 
The diliance from thiM place, to th;:t 
where he begun folaboriou« a march 
was fmall ; but the obilacics w<.re 
fuch, thut it uaii an olije«f^ of allouiih* 
meet, how I'.e could arrive thither in 
lo ihort a ttaa*. 

TliUf, aiter ftru;^^l:ng.wlrh an ini« 
mcnlc vaii-iy ol toil ai.il olllniOnons 
jciKr.tl iiur^^vjyne fcjiii.d hii)'.!v It at 
*.ii| on ihc bM.IsS i.f Hu«'fi'n's rivtr, fo 
Ai *^ itic .'bjcCt of hih eirn^ill wiflus. 
Jit WHS M;\v in piiiri(il'>n of all ti»e 
tcui;:r\ !:r\«tc!i ♦ui' LtivwiHi and the 
cily ot i.^ '•<''. Ihs L'oiTiTr.uiiication 
Wab i>\- I .I's I •:>.% r.-OMi r.Il iittcriup- 
ti .n, wiiii ■/ r ■-■ '.io iiv' I'ud fctt'cd a- 

lily of ll"'«.- "i." [■!• . ii^.n., Uiis all^,.•Jy 
aivivcd Jif J . \:.-. :i, f .: :iiv ulj tf 
his arir.Y, v •:'.'.. i •«*' ^i- i^-nxij in 
CiMivryii- ■ .'i •!■ 1.. 1-, r', .1 •■.!.. .-,•, io- 
J^.fitr W \V\ .)■ . . . ;:. . : :■!. , ; ■ .1 
other !u.:vy -v, I .. ;.. .. , .• j; ,, ..»,... 

Ijv.*-''h«» y '• '-'■ ' ' ■ '•-...• 1 .;.! <. 

iiJv «... .L ... ..i.L. w. . . • : . . ; I :: ■ 
ft:ii'. »'• ■ ' ;. ■'. 
*..'*' ' '- 
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an army occafioncd, their t 
wafc wholly occupied with ihei 
of making an cfFcciud rrfiiian 

Tiic pri'viiicial aflcmbliea 
on this H'jitiijn with a farrai 
pretence ot iiimkI, ^'hich ioll 
none('fiho'c rciourccs t!at i 
them : they were ft til man] 
exteiifivc tracts tii«t lay bet we 
and liie Briiilh army, iifforde 
meiabic iKuations lo rctdid its 
and the hardfhips Muh whicl 
aircHdy bccii obliged to conU: 
ai Inch pains to luinrnnc, i 
ample t'jrncit ot ihc liiffi.uity 
llill lind in pei)ctr..<in^ turtha 
Lpfc cf time taiciiig up in this 
would allow liicui tuli Icifarc 
thcuiklvca in icaiiinef> tu od 
enemy upon a vjiitagt^ous tern 
he cuuld no iongcr be avoided* 

In purla iucc of tliib, ilic raii 
raiUd tViiy where, and Orafi 
out of it • Join the foices at S) 
'1 he iCu ' :.ii, :.i;d hunibcrof th 
tuni;:(l out a^ voiuniecrs up 
ocCulioii, was rcmaikdblci ai 
coiiiiucred as an omen o( tt 
anipicious nature, as it fhewi 
by no RKauh dcii>dircd of the 
and ttiai in cafe ot mccllityy 
Ot nicii would not be vtautiug. ] 
Ricjiis thi-ir trooj) at Saraiog 
to recover fii/in tiie apprJicutit; 
\ai.i;li the luoccflvs of ihe fir 
HiY iMd itruck ;hem, and to cxci 
K.\ca in thwarting its i)pcraii"i 

In Older lo ^i\e ihcoi fuil 
truif'-gcmcnt, ituy pldced an 
u: tiiLii- tu. d, in nbom tnc A 
I'Oo^s, iriMii his tried cuuit 
c -f^* .( ay, julliy placed the higl. 
: : ' : c 1 1 ib %vas General < 
:;d I'j 6arat«jga with 
III e.), duU u.ok ll] 
tj) i« liicir tai 4act 
i.^c was brought I 
.vul ibdt CuluidLiSi 
vit k.c'achea upuaa J 
irte Mt»hftwk riv 
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rked, would become a dan- 
ighhour, as he would be Toon 
> co-operate wiilt, as well as 
: sifiiiiance from General Bur- 
's te tMs d'^nger^ GcnvrJ 
mavcd from S:ratoga to 
■, a place lylpj^r muiwriv bc- 
*.■.(}• \i> dnd tilt jupdi"n of the 
ivM wi;li ih,it cf ]-lucifon. 
;ir:-in ti:r.«:, lliv :ij)»>i<iKi'fioiiB 
/MO li:u' IxiMi av{ if^.* to the 
'.i the l^rfians iii rhc Bii- 

fHi(:n to !jf juftillrd. Not» 

i3^ ; he '::'.rL- r.Ti'.l i-p^cautioas 
jeiK-r.il Bur^(f)y^c to prevent 

? of thv-T l;u:i);-.r.iii> dlfjjofi- 

wtrt ioir.tiimuB carried to 

I hut ftj'v'i k'.rl his humanity 

;i ' it w .s l..t(;llv cut of hlS 

rn:;*.; oi:l t!.-?:n '•; li.c degree 

i ,r'.y:itf\. r«': outrages 

•I I I.- , \.iTv' iii: J. as proved 

iri.i.c }.■:.;.! ro i'.-.' i<(;yal caufe 

:r»' •;;■!»»/. fi i.-...] wur foC, 

Ui". »;,. .1- wlt...l :■: vciiies with 

tl- M'Cm. !') tl«c threats 

jTi.O 'V.ii li- •7»'.!ii- to rtftrain 

'.':\ti.: -J oT 1 1. i;^ nature hap- 

••» '}':'■ »'.n' . which contri- 

< ■■ ' : f'- ' 'i- n itt the minds 

•■' t" ; >":., 1.; if, M^liich they 

J.: '. .^ v. ■;• !ci.< in particu- 

'. i^:J'; r. '"k both parties 

•1. "s »..ii ,: laJv, iliedaugh- 

. A] ■ c.\ . /rr.ltuij Roydiifl, 

Ki »v'v' »(»::.?' Biiiifh arirv, 

H... f.' i.r-.\ b.ci' married io 

;, iir.li.;.,,/!', ft!l into the 

.'ij i.'!':«i'.:^ u'do without re- 

I' . v/.jilt I'- l>v-aufVt niur- 

wi.'. : -'.y ciii u:n'tanc*<sof 

T'-MMMt'j.i oiu'ufioned by the 
t I* : !;;.:!:..,.. j::J no ItTs the 
:vi'. .* . ■• . '.1 •<* ilicir fury. 
'uii '•.. ..I'.i- ■..» bri .ir rrcruus 
•. J ■' r .!'c Amoricau 



piClClit. 



The inhabitants of the trads contigu* 
OUR to the Biitifh army, took up aims 
almoft univrrfaliy. The prtiVrvatioa 
*of their famiiies was now become a* 
oljcd of imincdiate concern. As the 
cojntry was populous, they flocktd in 
multiiudcs to General Arnolo's cam}^ 
and he Toon found himfclf at tlte liead 
of an army, which, though compofed 
of militia, and uudifoiplintd mtn, was 
animated with that fpirit ot indignation 
and revenge, which fo often fuppUes 
all military deficiencies. 

The provincial Aflcmblieswere not 
deceived in their cxpedatioa oftfaofc 
obilacles which would continue to op- 
pofe the Britifh arms. The troops 
encamped along the Hudfon, under 
Geiieral Burgoyne^ were now under* 
going hard(hips without any profpc^ 
of alleviation. From the end of Ju!y«to 
the middle of AuguH, their whole time 
was taken up in forwarding the boats, 
provilions and many other neceilkriesy 
both for fubfidence and warlike opera- 
tions, from fort George to their camp 
on Hudfon'b river. The diftance was 
not great, being no more than twenty 
miles ; but the labour was txcefiive* 
the roads iu many places lay througli 
vail iiceps, and in others had beea 
damaged or deilroyed. A very fmall 
proportion of the horfcs vfhb come« 
that were to have been furniflied ia 
Canarla : they were unavoidably re- 
tar,]ed by the length and perpetual 
ci fficulties of a journey, that was to be 
taken through fuch an uoceafiag and 
perplexing vic'iHturie of mountains, 
foreds, Iake«y fwamps, andriveis, fcat- 
tered along a ciiUiitiy, in many parts 
uncultivated and wild. No more than 
alK>ut oiic 'nundred oxen had been pro- 
cured, of which it was neccfFarT to 
e.nploy ten and fometimes twelve, to 
draw a Angle batteau. In fifteen days 
of the harded labour, no more thaa 
ten boats were got afloat in Hudfon'i 
river, and there was only four days 
pro vi Hon before*haud in the cainp* 
Thus it began to be appreheadedythat 
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lion, an'! to c;ji?.n! i?i ■ rnnvny* oT] 
vTi r.i, a-,c: c^♦^cT r.cft if fries, ont 
V j\ '.li if»i: tnn'rib"(^y «■. otil .'fo«Ta 
Ins ;ir.)»y, fis to rciiucr iis riref 
f«'!..l!y in: l-jq-r^rr to ::nv intat i; 
ll'.tiii ; iiiij ii:.U[s the i.uirlicn I 
ciHM!-.)yc.| w<f rorifi.ftrriihle, I 
w.iiiM bv" i.'Kir ciui!, asa tlr<»r.irb 
of llic CI ciiiy lay within af.w ho 
niurch, rca'ly upon llic liril o2>|mni 
ty, to ir.lercc;;t any party that 
not ot (nmc fiirct. 

'i'liis vv.iiit of ncccfi" nc? wii 
nu)!C Riorf.fyfnp, as rlie Vr^Ta 
cinip w.io f\>ni iIh-iI with them in 
grc'ttfl al)ii!i<'it!)cc. Its fiii>i>!te«Ci 
iriiin ilK houiifrs of N w EiigU 
to n pi \cc callcNj Baiir:inj::tun, li 
iiion- than twenty miles diHautfi 
i!k bjiiikbof \hc Mii-ifon. H^rcaco 
rus mr.j:uz IK h:;d \ cm iormrd for 
Pruviu'ial driny, from wriich tl 
drn% their I'tccfTcitii!! wlitn tlicyw 
wanted It was well guarded bj 
miinrrou; b- dy of militia. 

1 bis nia^:.ziitt: lyinj^ at no great li 



it woultl pnv,; u'n-jIv i'njjr.i' '.\.\](! 
to r«/ri?i .1 iiMiji/.Mi'j III III svn". tfj Iii];ji.!/ 
?l.c itriuy v^i'I^ pruvlicnis <!'!ii:v; l!;c 
lutinf (#p r.H!0'.i. ni iliL* CHfj.p i.'Ti. 

^riic wHit d:* I. fiur^vjs vv::S .:ii • :j ' il 
m-nlve of illfcoura^e'n;ni to iIi. 15:1 
ti!)i armv, and tuenLra rrmo.it to the 
Americans. It wis n'.*t ci;)ii';tc:l a- 
itionir t'lcm, ibjt tills alme w«.ui 1 tot- 
;:ily obviate the i-xeriions i!iai would 
otiicrwifc b;;Vc rtluhed tro:n the hri- 
lilL (JeMtial'ft well-known a!>iliiic:i. 

Willie lie was pondirln.^ in uhat 

manner to rtrmrdy lUcfe al iriin:^ pn !*- 

fiircSi he wdb informed ti.ut Cnloial 

•St, Li l(«;r had penctratetl as fir as 

Fort Ctanw'X* and was ciofeiy 1 eficg- 

in^it. Thi.' fut/gciled an idea ot mov- 

i'lg forward ii.lta.-lly. Were the tne- 

iHV to retire to the Mc.h:iv\k riv.r, l»c 

would liien be placed lunwe^n t'.c iir- 

iny un.ler his command, and tlic foree* 

• owd .1 Colonel v5l L^^t'er, and liable to 

an attack fioiii tilhvr lilc. By inch a 

ii'trcat the roid would alio !y open to 

y\ibaiiy, bet \^ ecu which ami the A- 

ii'.eritan aimy, his own woiild then 

have an o|.p'»rtui.iiy • i jollif:^ iifeif. 

— In ihi'' fiiuniion ihe .\nKrI«.iii Ge- 

ii'Tnl vkou'.d be coiippilled lit'.tr to 

fitfht him, or tneiolbtiie Huilluii,iii 

order to iti nre los nirijl into i\<.w 

England. l>ul Ihuuld he, on iIlc 13ri- 

tilh armv's ailvan* in^ in the mLinner 

ptopolid, withdraw diriMly tov\ard;i 

-tfi loan y, the country on ihe Mi;hai\k 

vi'ouid ly open, and he might foim a 

iunctioii viith CoKiii»l St. Leycr, to 

the manifell advantage of whatever 

attempts they n:ight think proper to 

make conjointly. 

Sirch was the phm conceived by Gc- 
nnl Burji^oyi.e in the prtfi nt junc- 
ture. But the obilrudioits to ilic rx 
ecuting of it. or aln.oil any otbir, llill 
continued. Ti.e comnuuiica'.iun with 
Fort George WrtS n«.ceff.iry to be pre- 
ftrvtd at all tvcnis, and al whatever 
diliauce he advanced. But the num- 
ber of troops that would be requifite 
to fuim fo long a chain of ccminunica* 



tanei, CKuiial Bur^oyne formcdl 
dtli Ml off. z'!j^ it by iurprize. T 
p"ir IFion of (a coil iid. I able a fupp 
woul ! cnalde hiin to pro!ecute I 
m-iin objtrci of his expedition. 

il. felvClid for t bib bntjntfs Co 
nel B'ium, a German ofHecr of en 
bravery, who fet out at the head of fi 
hui.dred iiiv-n, two hundred of i»bc 
wl.ire Geimans of his own chdfii 
To be ready at hand for the fuppo 
oi this ])ariy, the army marched I 
the cciilern ihore of the Hudronriti 
and encamped alm«iit a brcaftofte 
to|>,a, with the river between itandlk 
place Mn advanced party ivupoft 
;.t Batten Kill, lying between ll 
camp and Baniiiiigtoii, ia ordertoli| 
port that of C> loncl B.iUtii, 

At the lilt e l>e fct fonnrdpt.' 
taehment ofiliceneni) was cooduAli 
a lar^e fupply of cartle and protiW 
to their canio ; ihcfc he lieicei 
fent to the BritiH) quartcn. ^ !9< 
uot, however, procccd^witl 
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itioo which was neccffary to 
Kc the enemy, from the hadncf* 
roadsy and other delicie.icie^. 
difcovered his dcfign, and they 
ed to receive him. 
n^ informed that their force 
eatly fuperior to his, he halted, 
vin^ taken an advantageous pofi- 
le {tnt notice of his ntuation to 
^ncral, who difpatched Colonel 
lan to his aflillance. This af- 
liled with all fpeed to the fup- 
)f his countryman ; bnt the 
aufe that had prevented Colonel 
from furprifing the Provincials, 
reventcd Colonel Brey man from 
g in time to aflid him : the con- 
rains had fo deepened the roads, 
c artillery could hardly be got 
d, and the detachment did not 
e more tlian twenty-four miles 
i^ht In the morning, to four in 
ernoon of the f»jllowing day, 
leral Starke, who commanded 
nmgton, with Colonel Warner, 
nving intelligence of the refpec- 
uation of both parties, faw the 
Ly of attacking the fir (I, before 
d effe^a jundion with the latl. 
ranced upon Colonel Baum with 
nod diligence, and inclofed him 

fide&. A body of Provincial 
ils, who made part of his do- 
!nt, on the approach of the A- 
ns, would have perfuaded him 
trere Loyalills like themfelves, 
r up to join him ; but their 
e was foon difcovered. The de- 
he had haftily raifed were forced 
a valiant rcfilUnce, and the 
\ p«irt of his detachment, over- 
:d by numbers, made the bed 
'• way to the wo^ds. — But he 
completely furrounded with his 
irmcn that they found it impof- 

cfcape. — -In this fituation, af- 
endirg all their ammunition, 
rcw their fabres, and bravely 
d the A neric^ns, with the Co- 

theirhead. But fortune did 
ofid their Tilour ; they were 
lowa-bf fupaiority of number^ 



and were all either killed or taken, 
with thfir Colonel, who did not fur- 
render till he was wounded and difab- 
Icd. • 

Unhappily for Colonel -3 Breyman, 
he was at this time pufhina forwards in 
order to join the defeareil party, the 
difafler of which he had no information 
of. It was about four in the afternoon 
when he reached the ground • n which 
the engagement had happened, and 
found himfclf affailed on all fi.ios. 
lliough his men were much harafTcJ 
and fatig led, thoy receiveiLthc enemy 
with great fpirit, repalfed aid drove 
them from their poi*ls ; but their fupe- 
rior multitude enabled the.n to p^jur 
in frefh reiaf )rcement3, tiiey recovered 
their ground, and compelled lire/ nan's 
party to retire. This, howv-^vi.they 
did not do till they had fired -'.uty 
rounds a mm, after whirih, wanliiir 
ammunition, they withdrew unde* co- 
ver of the night. 

Five or fix hundred men were loft 
in thefe two actions, mod of wliom 
were made prifoners. But thislofs 
wasf nothing when compared to the di- 
minution ot that dread in which the 
Provincials had held the Britiih and 
German troops iintil this unfortunate 
event : it taunrht them that re^jular 
anddifciplined foldttrs were not always 
lure of vi6tory ; it rem-jycd, in fhort, 
all their fears, and infpircd themwitha 
boldnefs and confidence which they 
had never felt till this day. 

Nor was th? news received by the 
Britiih army without anxiety. Ac- 
cudomcd to fu.'cefs ever fince the 
commencement of the campaicrn, they 
were not a little furprizedat this unex* 
pL-6ied check. Though it did not di- 
minifh their courage, nor abate their 
ardour, it fomewhat co;^led that un- 
bounded confidence of vii^tory, which 
had induced them to look upon the 
enemy with contempt. 

During thefe tranfaftions, Colotiel 
St. Lejfcr was prefling with gfqat 
Tigoar the fiege of FoTt Stanmx. ^ ^ 
convoy di miv&sii^ ^AAdl ^atk ^cot^ 
LI 



266 



HISTORY OF THE LATB WA 



of ci;;ht or nine hundred men, marri- 
ed to Its relief. The Colonel detach- 
ed Sir John Johnfon, with a confider- 
ablcr force, to waj^Iay them upon their 
march. Tlicy fell into the ambufh ; 
four hundred were (lain, two hundred 
taken, and the remainder efcaped with 
great difficulty. 

The Colonel did not neglcd this 
opportunity of trying to intimidate 
the garrifon into a farrendf r. He re- 
prefrntcd the Pronncial ftrenpjrh as 
entirely broken throujjh 'Ut the North- 
ern Provinces, and tliit General Bur- 
goync had penetrated to Albany, 
where he was now receiving the fub- 
miflion of :dl the neighbouring diitndls* 
He reminded them of the danger to 
be apprciiended from the Indians in 
his army, were I 'it place to be taken 
by alTaultiand how hanl a talk it would 
be to re ft rain thcsn from maffacring 
cvtiy perfon that fell into their liands, 
in revenue for the number of their 
countr}'men who had fallen in the at- 
tack of the convoy. 

But thcfo reprefentations had no 
cffeA on the garrifon : the Governor, 
Colonel Ganfefort,.a very refolute man, 
made anfwer, that he would maintain 
the fc^rt as long as his men would ftand 
by him, and that he wab not to be inti- 
midated by threats from the difcharge 
of his duty. 

Tilt Colonel was much difappoint- 
rd in hiH cxpeclitious of the condition 
of Fort Stanwix. It was in a much 
better State of defence than it nad been 
. reported, and the garrifon confided of 
fele^ed men. Fhc number of regular 
troops he had with him, was not fuf- 
iicienttomake any imprelEonsof terror 
on their minds ; and the Indians, of 
wfaom great part of his force confided, 
were daily becoming more ungovern- 
able, from the diffatisfai^ion ihcy felt 
at the lofs of their country.Tien in the 
late engagement, and the little hopes 
ther entertained of getting any plunder 
vrbich was the only motive that indue* 
id them to join the 9ritifh forces. In- 
mtBdafbciQg difpiritcdf thj£ garrifoni 



headed by Colonel WtUet* the 
in command, made fereral fii 
failles. This bold and ente 
oflicer undertook wih one more 

4 

daring and dangerous attemj 
ventured out of the fort, rlu 
vigilance of the enemy 9 and ti 
a country filled with Indian pa 
the look-out, in order to hai 
relief that was fo much wanted 

In this difagrceable fituatic 
port was brought Colonel 
ger by thelndianf!, that Genera! 
was approaching at the head 
thoufand men to attack the bi 
Upon this he alTured them, i 
would give him the meeting 1 
Britilh troops under his comma 
that he would faithfully (land b 
if they would perform their p 
accompany him to adlion T 
them that he was in earneft, 
their chiefs with him to pitcl 
the ground where to meet the 
cials. But while he wa« fir 
encourage and prevail upon ! 
rtmain true to their engageniei 
ther intelligence was brought ti 
rcral Burgoyne had been i 
with great (laughter, and w 
flying before the Provincii] 
Hereupon numbers of the Indi 
mediately del'ertcd him, and 
mainder threatened to follow 
did not himfelf break up the fi 
retire. 

A remcnflrance of this natur 
ed the Colonel to affcnt to Ui> 
mands. A retreat was inftantlj 
but from the unhappy circnu 
to ^hich this behaviour of tl 
ans had reduced him, it wai a 
with lo much precipitatioii 1 
order, that the tents, writh par 
artillery and llores,were loft. T 
my plundered the boats of the 
and provilions, and cartledoff t 
gage belonging to the ofi^ 
robbed and maffiwred all^^ 
glers that were at" a dittav^' ' *^ 
fnain bod/.-^^Thii .wmtt 
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AV^fi« in rq)airing tbofc which haH bren cic f- 

Thc report fprrad by the Indiant troycd. As foon as he r.pproached 

to compel the Britifh troopi to raife i he Provincial army, he dctri' ined ti> 

tlxliege of Fort Sanwix, was not v% ith- iriakc an attack. — He pm lumftlf at 

out foundation. General Arnold was the head of the central divifion of his 

adnDCing with two tboufand njcn to army, General Frazer and Colonel 

tttack the befiegers. He was him- Breyman were on his right, and Genc- 

Hf, witli eight or nine hundred, haf- rals Philips and Reidclel on hi- left. 

teniog forwards with all fpeed: and In this order he marched to thv c-ne- 

ip order to come upon them unawares, my on the nineteenth of September. 
iehadtraTerfed the woods, hoping to The Americans, elated with t)icU 

farpnce them before they could make late fucccffes, did not upon this ( c^i- 

good their retreat. But he did not fion wait to be attacked. They tnarch- 

vme till two days after the fiegc had ed out of their camp, and advanced 

bccoraiftd. upon the central divifion, which they 

The failure of the expeditit-n agair.ft engaged with a iirmnefs and rcfolution 

Fort Stanwix, together with the de- that had never before been ex :v- fenced 

Ittt at BcDhington, were very fcvere from them. General Arnold, lately 

biowi to the Britifli intereft in thofe returned from his cxpediiion to the 

pnti. They animated the Americans Mohawk river, had a prinu'pil fnarc 

to I furpriiing degree. Tliey began in the tranfadlions of this d.iy. At 

■Dir cooSdently to promife themfelves the brad of ad ivi (ion compofcd of his 

thit General Burgoyne himfelf would beil foldicrs, he dircded his attack 

ibarc the fame fate a: his oFicers. chiefly on three regiments, the pofi- 

He ftill continued in his cuinn in the tion of which txpofcd them r;oi^, -i.-.d 

aa'ghbourhood of Saratoga, where he upon which, forthat re.ii'on, he hi.prd 

Wai exerting himfelf in forwarding to make the readier imprcllion ; tiiefc 

ilorety and requifitesof all kinds fn>m were the twentieth, twenty tl-ft, and 

I^ake George, intending, as foon as he fixty-fecond. With the moil intrc pid 

had laid in a fufficient (lock, to march and foldier-like perfcverance, they 

diredly in quell of the enemy, and en- maintained their j^^round again.'l the 

deavour to force bib way through all repeated efforts of far ftn)tri(;r num- 

obflnidlions. ben*, which wcrcconiiiiually refrelhcd, 

Having, with indefatigable pains, and aflailed them witli nmbate 1 fury. 

amafledproviriont, and other necelfaries The burden of the day fell upon them, 

in fufficient quantitiy to latl out a and they continued engaged v.^.til fun- 

month, he threw a bridge of boats on fct. General Fruzv-r 0:1 iLc ri^ht, 

the Hudfon, and croffed bis army over rendered them occafionally jjood fer- 

in the middle of September, encamp* vice ; but he could only do it by de- 

itig it on the hiUa and plains about Sar- tached parties. Tlie poll li ; occa;; i ed 

atoga. The enemy was then at Still- wasof confequcnce ; abr.ieboiiyof the 

water ondcr the command of General *"emy lay in a wood fronting )jim; 

Gate 8 f an officer upon whofe profefli- watching an opportunity to fejze it. 
onal knowledge and experience the General Philips, who comma?idedoii 

Americana placed very great depen- the left, on hearing of the danger to 

dence. which thofe regiments aa well as the 

In General Burgoyne's progrefs to- central divifion were expofed, pierced 

wards the enemy, the woodinefs of the throilgh a wood that lay between, and 

country obftioded him continually, ^^ne up td their alii (lance at a very 

udthc crccka and fwaropa were fo critical jundure. General Arnold wa^ 

nmBerons, that much of hia time was prefling them fo vigoroufly, that they 

tf^ 9f ia coa&rmQ^Dg bridge^ aa A wert, ilinsQ; ^n^ttA ^«u Vv^ '^^ 
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u»"igl:f of nrimhcrs. By ihia feafon- 
ahlc Ik1,j t^sy v,\rc enabled to refill 
l.im, Vi;.. -.r:':ll:ry br'mjr^it up by 
Griicral I'n ['.s vvau ofcfTculial fcvvicc 
upon tills occ.-fi...! T u did f'lcli exe- 
cution among i':... .- ./my, that ihou{;h 
they C'«n*'n'.*'-rl the *;'Jit, it was no 
lon^fcr wi:;. ihr lame violence with 
which it had begun. The arrival of 
Gcrtrpi Rcidcfel, v ho fjh'iwed Gene- 
ral P'>i1!;*Sy with an'-thcr part cfthe 
left «:• ■ CO! ".pip tc J ti:c fjcc^fs which 
had l»ci'n ra-iied. He ciiar^jcj the 
enemy lo cffcdually, that they began 
gradually to give way ; they did not 
however totally v. tire till on tlic very 
clofe of liav; -ifi^-r havin*"; rpi»:.t.'incd 
a wcH-fou?'-* '■■-ilon iVuui tlncciu the 
aftrrroor. 

This \y\*i a real battle on both lulcs. 
Hitherto the Provincial troops had 
been cautious of engaging without tlic 
Protection of works and defences, 
but tht'y now came f<*rth undauntedly 
and ent'ouiittred the Royi! army upon 
equal ground The conliic^ was kept 
up ui JT live hours with poou order, 
coufh.c €*...') a degree of obdinacy that 
had never hccit expected, and excited, 
on tVuit uccouut, the more furprife and 
n!nrn.. It was now fdrcfceM, that in- 
'r.ai (fa flying and difpiritcd enemy, 
i'i>:-y -.v.- il 1 have a Humcrciis and rc- 
f'>]..;: -iviy ' -ncountcr, equally 
vlit. »;■ j-k'lvc^ '''fpcifcd to Hand thfir 
y\ ■• '*. nn.l Lufi'.f-.i '^jd by chief**, 
V i'lic .iClIvity ar.J ]"• 'p-ii the; frund, 
fiui.^ exjK'rlcnce, w./jid l-.-avc no ad- 
vantage nnimpiuved. 

"^I'he lofb on ti .il' fi '**« M'PR fci-ere ; 
b'l* t(' t;.\:aicr r.uinher fell onti at of 
tlie Piuv!p.flalp, of whom np'vards of 
fifteen h;ii.:!ied verc ccmpiittd to liave 
been k-Ucd and wounded. I ho lift 'if 
the Hain and wo'ind* ! In th^ Tritifii 
army did not rccj'l three hundred 
and thirty. Amoni* tiiofe Britifti of- 
ficers who diftinguifhtd themfclves, 
were Greneral Erazer and Hamilton, 
to whom much of the honours of the 
dMjrwtredue* Captain Jones of he 
tUery, mho WM$ Oaiu did cmlncm 



fervice. After keeping pofTeffioi^f* 
the tield of battle during the n\^ 
the Britifh army took pod in the aim- 
ing in front of the enemy and witlui 
cannon-(hot of hig lines. 

But thtni^h the day was won,tbii 
a£lioQ proiluced detrioiental coa£t« 
qucnces. The (irft was a vilihle dimi- 
nution of the alacrity of the Indians in 
the Bntifli army. The expeAatioAi 
of plunder by which they hnd beenatp 
traded, begun now to faQ them estiic- 
ly ; and from this period they gndiBl- 
ly deferted in fuch numbers, that is 
a (liOrt time they were almoft reduced 
to Ui'th'In^J.. 

Lirtle more fidelity was expenencal 
on the part of the CanadianSy or era 
the Colonifts who had joined the Bii- 
i(h troops. They alfo withdrew by. 
degrees, as foon as they began toper, 
ceive that the refiftance of the Atnm 
cans would prove more formidable thn 
it had been at firft expe6ied* 

Thefe various defertions happoied 
at a time when their fidelity and cot- 
ftancy were more than ever waotcdi 
and proved tht* more mortifying, u u . 
accc flion of ftrength had been promild 
and depended upon, from both thefe 
quarters, at the very feafon when thcf 
broke their word in fo ignominious i 
manner. 

But exclufive of thefc, other fuccouf 
of much more importance had becft 
hop<d for by the Britiih GenenL 
Trom the firft commencement of tUl 
expcdiifots he had promifed himMTl 
flrong reinforcement from that ptftof 
the Britifh army which was Itadoiel 
at N^'w York. He relied on itsbc^ 
\ny able to make its way to AJikuff. 
and t:) jo'n him there. Such a jimOf 
tioii, hi doubted nor, would have fifn 
a decifive turn to all his futnic agmt^ 
tions. and coinplctcd the intent ofUs 
expedition* 

In this ;unflure, herecehedmldM 
from L^r ILiiry Clintniiy 
commanded in chief at New Yoikk 
was written in cypher^ 

f 
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Hfeyed to his hands. It informed a£t otherwirc. But of tlus ihey Lad 
sif that Sir Henry Clinton intended no apprehenHon. 
make a diverfion in his favour on General Burgoyne him felf no longer 
e North River, by an attack on Fort looked upon the expeditiun he bad 
on'goroery, and other places of been lent upon, ^^ith the fame hope he 
vngth, lately conflrudled by the Pro- had cherifhed when it begun* He 
7cial8, ill order to bar the pafTage to faw a numerous enemy gathering round 
lijany. him from all quarters, whofc force was 

In return to the letter he had re- hourly augmenting, while hi sown had 
ived, he difpatchcd to Sir Henry confiderably diminifhed. 
linton, fome trufty perfons, in clif« While he was in this cmbarafTid (!• 
aife, who all went by different ways, tuation, a proje6t was formed by the 
ilh a full account of his prefent fitu- New England people, to penetrate to 
;ion ; urging him to a fpeedy execu- the Lakes by the wedem frontiers of 
ion of the diverfion he had propofed, New Hampftiire, and the upper coua- 
nd informing him that he was pro- tnes on tiie Connedicnt river, and to 
idcd with fufficient neceflaries, to cut off his communication with Cana* 
old out in his prefent poiitxon, till a- da, by repofrefllng themfelves of Ticon- 
)OUt the middle of OAober ; till deroga, and the other forts and paiTes 
pfaich time he vas determined to main- in that country, 
■in it, in expedation of a change of General Lincoln was placed at the 
vcomftances in Lis favour. head of the expedition ; and the Colo- 

Thc Amcr!c;m anny under General nels Brown, Johnfon, and Woodbury, 
i^tes, was in tlie mtan time continu- men of known courage and a6tivity, 
lily encreaflitg. I'he New Engbnd were appointed to adl under his di- 
pci'plc vcic duly ccnfcioiis how much regions. They fet out each with a- 
tkcir ;il1 was st Hake, and Mtre at the bout five hundred men, and conducted 
Qunc time pi^riiiaded that an opportu- the enterprize with fo much (l<ilfuhie£s 
nity was now prefcnting itfelf, which, and fccrecy, that they furprized all the 
f judiciously n'lanagcd, would prove out-poils in the neighbourhood of Ti- 
>Moft}ie moll aufp.'cious that fortune conderoga, taking a great number of 
^ yet thrown into their liands for the prifoners and boats, together with fome 
bcndit of ihe couiinon caufe. armed veflels. They fummoned Bri- 

Such were the clear expectations of gadier Powel, who commanded at Ti« 
ill the Americans in tiiofe parts. But comber jga, to furiender, though with«* 
be GencraU who commanded the ar- out fuccefs. 

Bythatwasnow oppofcd to General In the mean time the (ituatioo of 
krgoync, began to conceive much the Bnti(h army, under General Bur- 
ligher hopes. The concurrence of goyne, was becoming daily more criti- 
ircumflanccs nvas fuch, as laid before cal From the uncertainty of recelv- 
hem tlie praAicability of rendering ing fupplies of provifions, he vms ob- 
bc various obil ructions, that had fo ligcd, in the beginning ofOAoberto 
owcrfuUy retarded the projrrefs of the diminifh the army's allowance. 
Iritifli army, no lefs impedimental in The twelfth of Odlober was appro. 
ts return. aching. This was the term till which 

This idea was further confirmed by the army was to tarry in its prefent 
be impuflibility tf the Britifh army's .encampment. Thefcventh was alrea- 
loving fomi'ards in its prefent condi- dy aiTived -, and no tidings came of 
too, and the determination it feemed to the operations that had been propofed 
ave taken of ading folely on the de- for its relief. En this alarming (late of 
tairtf until fuch an alteration of af- things, the General^ \^rcC<iTviii«^ Uv^ 
lin bMppeotd^ at would caMc it to intrepidity ot \ui ^Yi^x^^cc^ x^^'*^^- 
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upon a movement towards the enemy. 

He advanced accordingl y upon the 
I -rt wing of the Provincial army, in 
order to reconnoitre the ground it oc- 
c::picd ; intending, if it was found 
yraAicaWe, to force his way forward 
through that quarter, or to fccurc it 
for the purpofe of a retreat if that 
fhould appear neceflary. 

The bod y of troops employed for 
this purpofe, confifted of frfteen hun- 
dred men. It was all that could with 
fafety be drawn from the guard of the 
camp, in the prefent reduced ftate of 
the army. The force of the enemy in 
front of that which remained its de- 
fence, ^vas more than double to it. 

Tliis detachment advanced within a 
mile of the enemy's left wing ; but was 
prevented from proceeding any further, 
by a fudden and impetuous attack 
made upon the firitifh left. Major 
Acklandi at the head of the grenadiers 
received the enemy with great refolu- 
tiop. A body of Germans, pufled 
nejir the Britifh grenadiers, was pre- 
paring to come to their relief; but the 
enemy's fupcriority of number ena- 
bling them to extend their front, the 
Germans tHemfclves were attacked, 
i*nd xvith difficulty flood their ground. 
Some even gave way. 

General Burgoyne, on perceiving 
thtir diflrcfR, ordered a rciiiforcc- 
nicr.t to hallen to their afliftancc from 
The right. It was brought up with all 
fjKcd byCencral Frazer, and prcferv- 
•.•il tlirm from being entirtrlr bn»ken ; 
But this brave officer was Duin upon 
lli.it occafion. 

The diingcr to which the detach- 
ment wasexpofcd from this unexpc«El- 
rd attack on the left, conipellrd it to 
urtire ; though not without great 
cllfliculty. A large party of the ene- 
my endeavoured to cut off its retreat, 
anci the moft def '.rate efforts were ne- 
ceflary to ft cure it. 

The troops had hardly regained the 
camp, when it was affauited with the 
great eil fury. The attack was pi\n- 
i^vtfydhe^cdMguinR, the poft «qjBupik 



ed by the light infantry under 
Bclcarras, but it was defended 
great fpirit. The enemy, kd 
General Arnold, behaved aft 
example, with the utmotl vigo 
conriigc ; hut in the momeot 1 
en the point of forcing his wi 
tlie entienchmtnts, he received 
gcrous wound; and liiii pvty i 
to overcome the oLftinate xef 
they met with, were at lengtl 
pletely repulfcd. 

But they fucceeded in the 
they made on the entrenchoic 
the German nkrveon the righ 
lonel Breyman was killed after i 
ant defence, and his couutryme 
ed with great flaughter ; and t 
of their artillery and baggage. 
proved a heavy misfortune. I 
the enemy an opening on th( 
and rear of the Britli^i army, 
ended this unfortunate eneafi 
which was maintained with u 
llinacy, that it lailcd till night 
end to it. 

'i he loffps fiiflnined by the 
army upon this day, were truly 
that of Gcncrrl Fr:xer was dcC] 
gretcd by the wliole army : his 
nal and jirofcffional cliaradei 
equally eminent. 'I'he lift of th 
and wounded amounted, excln: 
the Gtrn.ans, to near twelve hi 
amonrj whom were fcventy < 
■^1 he fuine lift , on the {\ie of th« 
rlcans, was much greater : ( 
Lincoln was among the wouoi 
well as GehcrJ Arnold. 

The advanlagcs obtained 
enemy, rendered the pofition 
Britifh army fo dangeroua, thai 
juJgcd neceffary to alter it titf 
night, in order to reduce tbe 
to the ncccffity of changing life 
own difpofition. 

Thib biild, but requilite ipo 
was executed with great Old 
without any lofli. The MtBl 
camp, and its appuitenaooe^i H 
Tcnxovcd before morniniig'tol 
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cnfraT continued to offer 
le enemy the whole of the 
day. 

did not remain long in his 
>n : the American Generals 
tained the moft fangnine 
vercoming the Britifhariny 
!xpuiing themfelvcs to the 
lother battle. Thry took 
fure to fui round and prcfh it 
manner, as to cut off all 
ation, and deprive it of all 

I intent they advanced in 
ce, propofinpf to turn his 
*, which would have effcc- 
lofcd him. On intelligence 
►tion, he faw tlie nece(Iity of 
inllantly, and determined to 
ards Saratoga. The army 
cordingly to move at nine 
evening ; and though within 
>t of the enemy^ and incum« 
1 all its baggage, it retreated 
yh. The only retardment 
oned by heavy rains, and the 
of guarding the boats which 
e provifions. 

nncipal mortification upon 
on, arofe from the neceflity 
ning the hofpical with the 
rounded. They fell of courfe 
ands of the American Ge- 
3 treated them with great 
nd humanity. 

arrival at Saratoga, the army 
t the Americans had (lation- 
it force to impede its paf- 
the Hudfon's river of which 
ipied the principal ford, 
only method of effeding a 
'asbyfecuring a paffage to 
}ree, a detachment of work- 
lilpatched, ftrongly efcorted, ■ 
the bridges, and clear the 
Tt Edward. But the enemy 
o prepare for an attack, the 
; goanded the workmen was 
and being left without pro« 
hcj were obliged to abandon 
■ 
«lr# ^.HtaWoa^ rifcr, op 



pofiteto thofe occupied by the Briti/h 
army, were covered with Americans, 
who kept a perpetual fire upon thofe 
who had the charge of the provifion 
boats belonging to the Britifli army. 
Many of them were taken. In order 
to fecure the provifions, it was found 
rtquifite to land and convey them to 
the camp; Thi» was not done how- 
ever without difficulty and lofs. 

Several councils of war were now 
held on the propercft means of cfft:6>- 
ing a retreat to fort Edward. The 
only method that feemcd practicable 
in any refpcA, was attended with fuck 
danger, as afforded but little hope of 
its fuccceding. This was to march to 
it by n'ght : the foldiers carrying the 
proviHons upon theit backs, and leav- 
ing the baggage, and every other in- 
cumbrance behind, and to force a p.ii- 
fage at the ford, either at or above t!iat 
fort. 

But while the army was preparing; 
to carry this bold, but defperate fcheme 
into execution, the fcouts that had 
been difpatched to explore the motions 
of the enemy, returned with an ac- 
count that they had caft up ftrong en* 
trenchments oppofite thofe fords, and 
had taken poffeffion of the high ground 
between fort Edward and fort George, 
and raifed defences well provided with 
cannon. Their parties were extend- 
ed every where along the oppofite 
(bore of the Hudfon, keeping a con- 
tinual look out on every part of the 
river, where the lead poflibility of a 
paffage was apprehended. Some had 
even croffed it to watch more narrowly 
the motions of the Britifh army Thus 
the lead movement it made was imme- 
diately difcovered. 

In the mean while, the American 
army was hourly encreafing. Exclu- 
five of their troops and militia, their 
camp was continually filling by the 
numoers that came on every fide^ to 
ad: as volunteers, and to fiiare in the 
honour of deftroying th<e BritKk «!cm'^ ^ 
or forcing it to {uTTexi^t.t« ^t«. <jS. 
tbefe aJtermo^T^a ma 4et\SL«i Wn^^- , 
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*ble The force under General Gates 
amounted at this time to upwards of 
lixteen thoufand men, while that under 
General Burgoyne* was fo dtminilhed, 
M hardly to confiit uf three thoufand 
£fe hundfed, fit for a6^u«-il ftrvice. 

No doibt was any longer entertain- 
ed that the American General would 
fucceed in the defign lie had proje<flc«I, 
But notvithilanding all thefe advan- 
CageSi this cautious oiTicer, fully con- 
fcious of what exertions the BritiHi 
troops were capable in a defperate ex- 
ijcnc}', took as many pracautions a« 
gainil this handful of men, as if ihe 
iripcnority lay on their dde. The 
gfound on which he was encamped, 
was, from its nature, and tlie works 
he had thrown up, inattackable, and 
it almoft tnclofed the Britifh army. 

In tbis perilous fituation, it potted 
kfelf in the bed manner that watt 
prafticable, fortifying the c^imp, and 
preparing for any attempt the enemy 
mfght, for its weak condition, be 
prompted to make. The men lay con- 
tinually upon their arms, expedin^ 
liourly to be attacked ; the cannunad- 
•■ ing from the enemy was inceffant ; and 
their rifle and grape ihot reached every 
part of the camp* 

The courage and conftancy of the 
Britifli troops in the mid 11 of this ar- 
duous trial, was allonifhing. They flill 
retained their fpirits. in hope that ei- 
ther the long looked for relief might 
arrive, or that the enemy mi^^rht give 
them an opportunity of fighting. 

The thirteenth of Odober was now 

come. This was the day until which 

it had been determined to endure all 

extremities, in maintaining thcirground 

again ft the en my. After waiting all 

the day, in anxious expectation of 

what It would produce, no profpe6l 

of uififtance appearing ; it was thought 

proper in the erening, to take an ex- 

9i€t account of the provilions left. 

They amounted, upon (hort allowance, 

io no more than three days (ubfiftencc 

• man* 



by more than four times Ui 
and cut off from all meaot ol 
the Britilh General called a o 
war ; to which all the Gtnen 
Officers, and Captains com 
corps, were fummoned. Thf 
mous opinion was, that in 
fent circumftances, they coi 
otherwifc than treat with the 
fn conftqnence of this del 
tion, a raeffenger was fent 
morning to notify it to the A 
General, and to lay thofc tern 
. him, upon which the Britifli 
would coiifcrut to treat. 

The terms that were offered 
ed a fpirit and fcnfe of honoui 
Bntifh commander, which oo ] 
could fubdue. Nf)r were bi 
of generofily wanting in the A 
General. Being himfelf a n 
Britain, it is iu>t improbabl 
though engaged in the ca«ileii 
rica, he tlill retained thoCic 
fur the reputatirju of his coun 
which, it has lon^r been obfenrt 
military men, more than iD 
arc never willing to diveft tha 
though in arms againft it. 

A convention was fettled, tl 
cles of which wcrt, thr.t the 
army fhuuld marwii out of itslio 
all the honours of Vr-ar, and ac 
nied by its B.'Id artillery, to a>] 
greed, where they Ihould pil 
arms, by word of command foil 
own ufficers. 

A free pafTaprf t«D Great Brit 
allowed them, j.-. condition 
ferving again in -^r-trica duri 
prefent war. 

The armywa3n~tto bi fcp 
and the ofliccrs '.^'cr • *■) be at U 
affemble the fo)'! rs t\ir roll -i 
and other nee e Jury purpoCei i' 
larity. .' 

All individuals bdbngiog tdl 
my, were to retain their priM 
perty, upon deUveiiag np^lt 
ftores^ and no b a ggag e' dbi 
{eareVvtd or moleftcd. '-i* 



tlSTORY OF THE LATE WAR, 273 

arole, to wcai* thflr fid.* arms, cy, convinced General Gates that it 
bcquartenrd acH:ording to their wo!ild be wlfer to y cl«j up the point 

of honour, t!»an to contend for it with 
perfofu following? the camp men whd were fo juftly entitled to it, 
.plofcd in the fcrvice of the a«^d fo firmly refoWed not to recede. 
>f whatever country, or deno- It /howed him, too, that term<» of ri- 
»ii, were to be included in this gour would not be accepted by fuch 
^o**- ^ »nen, and that the only fafc method 

I Canftdiant as had attended of prefcrving his advantages^ was to 
17, were to be permitted to re- ufe them with moderation. 

their country, fubjeft to the Ou the Seventeenth of Oaober,«t 
»ndttions. taine in the morning, the Britiih army 

Britifh commander was to have marched out of its lines, and depofited 
rty offending difpatches un- its arms at the place appointed. A 
to Gre^t Britain, Canada, and memurable inftance of magnanimity 
^^•, ^ and military politenefs is tiiid to have 

were the articles ofcapittda- happened on this occafion, and which 
need upon bet^ween the Britiih reflected much honour on the charac- 
erictn Generals. When the ter of General Gatesi ^enfible of the 
fituation of the Bricifli army is mortification attending fur!i a rcverfc 
inddeVed, and that no poflibiii- of fortune* am) un wilting- to aggravate 
fared of its being able to effeA it by any circumftance that might 
It, it maft be allo\«^d tiiat the prove ofEonfive to ttie Britiih troops, 
a^ General acled with great in their prcfent calamity, he kept the 
'ion. American foldiery within their camp, 

jil alfo be admitted, on the wliik* the Brittfh army was piling its 
and, that Ihtt finiuiefs and re- trmn, that it might not have them for 

difplaycd on this occafion, by fpcf^atoni of fo humiliating atranfac* 
:ifh General, wtrc ro Icfs con- tion» 

in obtainin;^ honourable term.-?. The number of thofe who laid dowii 
td been pn>|)ofed at fir't, by their arms, amounted, according to the 
erican General, tiiat the Bri- American accountP, to Hvi: thoufand 
>p« fhould be drawn up tothtir ^cven hundred and fifty, including the 
Ticnt, and there ofdcrcd ti» irre^^iilars, Canadians and all the pco- 
tlicir arms. But fuch a pro- pc following the camp. -'Iv lift of 
as rcjedcd without an inft;uit*8 fickand wounded, Wt in tM-r camp 
m. Genera! Bur^oyne fcnt when the array retrtateJ to Ju-atoga, 
itcly a mcffage to Genera! conlifted of five hundre-i a«i'l tw;;nty- 
:o acquaint hi«n, t!iat unlcfs he eight. Exclufive of the above, the 
from this demand, all treaty numbers of killed, wounded, taken, 
nd at once; tliat the Britifh and deftired, of 3ruirh, German, and 
rcretp a man determined to Canadian troops, from the fixiii at 

to any aA of defperation J^h* when the campaign was opened' 
:hao fubmicte it, and fliould by the tikingof Ticondcroga, to the 
ning cOnfider the ceflation of fevenceenth of Q/^ober, when it clofcd 
thad been agreed upon for by 1 he convention of Saratoga, were 
lofe of treating, as entirely at computed at near threo tlioniand. 

The (lores and implements of war 
:repfd a meflage, delivered up- that fell into the hands of the A ipcri-' 
Iclibention, in, fuch circum- cans, were very confiderable. The" 
.fdt|i«rs.bym)^n whom the artillery confifted ot \\Ax\^-&^ Vn^% 
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(landf of arms, befides cloathing and a 
variety of olhcr articles much iii'anted 
by the Americans. 

Such was the fate of the expedition 
under General Burgoync.-— It had 
been undertaken with the grcateft 
profpc6t of fuccefs, ftom the goodnefs 
of the troopsi and the excellence of 
the com.ii^indcrs ; but the uifilculti^ 
though partly forefeen, were not ex- 
pected to be fuch as they proved in 
reality. When they were duly mkcn 
into conHderation, it was the opinion 
of very competent judge*, that the 
progrcfs made by the BritiHi army* 
amidft fuch ;i complication of impedi- 
ments and diftrefTjs, was truly won- 
derful in every rcfpcA ; and that its 
failure at lad was not fo surprifm^ as 
the perfeveraace and fpirit with which 
it ilruggled with obdr unions and 
hardlhips, which , it focm became cvi- 
dentto every man in the army, would 
in all probability, prove finally infur* 
moun table. 

While thefe misfortunes attended 
the Britifh arms in the interior parts 
cf New England, they were more 
fuccefsful in other quartern In pur- 
fuancc of the notice fmt General Uiir- 
goyne, Sir Henry Clinton was employ* 
ed iu an expcditioa up the North 
Kiver, ta order to make a divcrfion in 
his favour. The force under his com- 
mand con fiiledof three thoufand mjn ) 
and he was accompanied by Commo- 
dore Hctham, with a Cv>ti fide ruble 
numbtr of fhips of war a:id armed 
vcfTeis. Their inlcution was to reduce 
forts Montgomery and Clinton, two 
places of ftrtngth, b-.it rather at prc- 
icDt in a ilate of unguirdcdncfj, from 
the ncccflTity of unfurnilhing every 
pofl to reinforce the army that was 
oppofing General Burgoyuc, and from 
the little apprchenfj on uf mn attempt 
upon them. 

For this rcafon it was determined 

to attack them by furprize. They 

were fituated oppoGte to each other, 

pn the /ides of a creek that came 

d0ma Aom the aounUiRS to t^eHeith 
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River, and they comaiuntcat«d wiA 
each othe r by a bridge over the crnik. 
In order to eflFe£l thcTnter.ded f arprae^ 
fevcral feints were a\aJe, and the 
trooops were laqdedrit pconfidetaUe 
diibiice from the forts« to wdichthef 
proceeded in two (eparale divifions. 
After a !i>:ig and difficult nurcii 
through a mountainous couatry, the/ 
both arrived at the fame time, eidi 
on that fide of the creek where 
fort flood which it was refpeftivclj^ 
attack. 

By this unexpe£icd appeaiaoorrf 
the troops by land, and the fuddco |^ 
rival of the fhfpping up the creek, tie 
garrifons w^re equally furpriled aal 
terrified. The gallics came npb 
cU>fc as to ilrike the very walls «U 
tlu^ir oars. The aflkult on both Ac 
forts was £o impetuous and animsted, 
th3 1 though a courageotts defence wis 
made, they were taken by (lorm, widi 
no inconllJerble flaughtcr of the gar- 
rifons. 

The lofs of thefc forts was attended 
by that of two large frigates, a:*.d o> 
th-;r vefTcls, which were fct on firebf 
tl^c enemy, to prevent their being li- 
ken. Fort Conftitution, another phce 
of fome ftrength, was, on the approick 
of the BritiHi troops and fhipping, df||^ 
flroyed in the (amc manner. Cos* 
tinental Village, a place lately fettlei' 
and in a tliriving condition, was st tke 
fame time committed to the flames, liff 
a party under Governor Try: in. Tkf 
was in particular a fcvcre lofs : ts,eif 
clufive of other advantages, it M 
Conveniently (ituated for military opcr. 
rations, and had barracks for nearW. 
thoufand men. ^^ 

This expedition was itrf detrimeij 
tal Ui the A mericans. 

In thefc difrerent attacks, tbebB 

■ ■■•■ ■ 

on the BritiHi fide wai fmall in nfli^ 
ber, but fomc officers of great mcfX 
were killed. Colonel CaiqpbeQ Sk 
in the alfault of Fort Monf 
wiicre he was prihciprf" la. 
and by his judicious dSf] *' 
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wd Grant, two excellent 
^ alfo flain ; as was Couiit 
Si Popifli nobleman of dtf- 
iraTcry, and aid-dc-camj) 
y Clinton. 

raftation and ruin ihzt 
e in thcfe expedition* 
.Q RiTcr, were cjufes of 
!<jn amon^ the Americans. •• 
Tiplatiied that ^vhil* a jgv- 
ulation wat {granted to the- 
• Oend^al BurgDyne, the 
ps at that very time were 
e and dcfolation wherever 
t in' thdr power. 
' ,were fmiil foffes in cotn- 
lOfe which Britain h»d fuf- ' 
t rou^fe of this unfortu- ' 
ign, and fervcd rather to' 

than to diilrefs the 
who confidered them at 

of rage and difappoint- 

18 the grief and dcjedlioo 
y and uufeignedly cxpref- 
n, upon receiving the hea- 
>f the fate of the Britith 
General Burgoyne. The 

upon this occafion was 

[urprize it excited : and 
e greater, as vidlory and 

their fulled extent, had 
nguine and hourly expcc- 

that part of America 
mmanded. His courage, 

abilities, his zeal in the 
thefe added to his fiill fuc- 

raifed his charader, and 
troops, fo high, that it was 
uthing could Hand before 
I at all the north of America 
:(lionab]y be fubduicd before 
le campaign. 

; European flates andna- 
from habit, prejudice, or 
> long been defirous of the 
Bntifti grandeur, (be in- 
if what had befallen the 
'• at Saratogi, was a mat- 
lod unconcealed exultation. 
liaBj received Mmong ^em 



as the defeat and ruih of Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden, at the battle of 
I^ukowa, Iwd formerly been by thofc . 
powers whom that terrible warrior had 
fo long kept in awe. All the foes to . 
Britain began now to confult in what 
manner they- (houli . imprcve fuch aa ^ 
Ci^rjt to their own advantage, and to hec . 
f'.iithcr detriment.' 

France in particular, interefted her- 
felt, on this occafion, in a manner» 
that plainly indicated (be would not 
Ijng conceal the ptojefts that Were 
then tn agitation ial^councils^ Her 
ininiftcrt were the readier to efpoufs . 
the caufe of the Americans, as herein 
they would coincide with the gene* 
ral Tlewtand defireaofthe nation at" 
large. Ezclulive of tlie national and- 
Ijcredkary inveteracy, of the French 
to the Englifh, they confidered them 
in the prefent cafe, as afling an un* 
judifiable part in refpcA of the Ame- 
ricans. 

Influenced by thcfe principles, peo- 
pie of all ranks and denominations ex- 
erted thcmfelves in their favour. Bat 
it was principally among the military 
claiFei this ardour was eminently con- 
fpicuous 

Numbers of the young nobility in 
France were eager to fignalize them- 
frlves on this oecafion ; but none ex- 
erted himfelf fo copfpicuoufly as the 
Marquis de la Fayette, a young noble- 
man of the Hrft rank and fortune. Im- 
pelled ^)y that enthufiaftic ardour 
wluch arifcs from a liberal education, 
and a native generofity of fentiments, 
lie embarked in the caufc of America 
from a convidlion that it was a juft 
one, and that they were contending 
for rights to which they liad an evi- 
dent claim. In this perfuafion, he 
purchafed a veflel, loaded her with 
miliury ftores, and accompanied by 
feveral of his friends, he failed in her 
to America, where be prefented her to 
Congrcfs. together with his fervices. 
He was received with the veC^^ d\xt. 
to hit rank) aui xVit a^Tif^iiWit^«(i\. 



tj€ HISTORY OF T K S L A T B W 4 Jb 



thit his o&ert merited. A command 
was conferred upon him, and he loft 
|)0 oppprtunity of diftinguiRiiog him- 
felf. Others of the French noblcflc 
and army followed liis examine. 

■Through the affiftance of fo many 
foreignerBy the American armies were 
daily improTing in difcipline and mi- 
litary {kill. Together with thefe, their 
fpints and hopes increafed in the fame 
proportion. 

Nor did they confider their want of 
focceft in the neighbourhood of Fhi» 
ladelphia as any thiag decifive. They 
acknowledgrd ihe bravery and military 
eaertivir.s of the Britifh General and 
his troops ; but they viewed their ex- 
ploits in no other h'ght than at ac<pii- 
fitions of honour, imd remained fully 
perfntdcdi that iaftead of p^fviaacal^ 



adrafitag^s, thej .wottld only he piiM 
du6^ive of additional diflkokies* TIa* 
nature of the countrj, tbcy wcreooa^. 
Adent, would fight againii all the cP, 
forts of Great Britain* Had its v* 
mies been twice -at nuoKrous, tkir 
opinion was, they would only hlK. ; 
co\cit:d twice the quantity of groiB^ 
and ohli^d the Colooifta to dpuhle 
thrir paint, and c^deavourt to reil 
them. , ^1 

In this tdea^ they . looked vim '^ 
the gcneralfliip and coarage that 
b^n, or might be employed 
them, only as protra&ions of thu/ttfiij 
Such SI notion could not fail to calm 
them with the moft obftioate pa&^ 
Terance, as it was io f^mc Bei&^i 
viell &iuB[d«^ 
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^ fmfiicH^is in Great Britain relating io America^ 

■ a 

• m 

■ . • ^777' .... 

• _ • 

confcquf nctfB of the var with '^hc BrliHli minifill^', juftly. hrltat*. 

icrica were now bcpiinirg to ^^ **t' ihi«. i^iouiiiiiouft duplicicy of 

in a manner that occafiuned <*6iKin«, adcd upon a variety of cc- . 

ir.plaint among the mcrr*4n* cafions with fuchsexpikit ArnuirCb at 

c». The dcpredatrons of the Irft. the Court . of rmiMC dp. option 

in privateers extentled to ept-ry between an abfolute r;;pturc Qnd t}ie. 
Europe, at well as the Weft- r^drcfsof the grievknce* ccimpYained 

* i o£o When preifcd in tbii dofc aj24 
now infefled the coafts of • f^eremptoi^ inaoTK^r, ^J^e French mihi- 

iritain and Ireland with an licr gave way, and 'made fatisfjftory 

ifnefs that equaUy aflonifhed concdiious in words. But thcjr 

>lexed the whole nation. 1 he were tn*l jiccompanied with any rca* 

«tween Great Britain and ^^^Y' 

waa idterruplrd hy them to ^" '^•** raanriCr France trm ponded » 

^^»^c, that convoys l>ccame according lo the long eiUbli(hcd prao* 

pin the narrow channel that ttc^'of hcrgcAcnunfUt ; left by pre* 

i them. cipitating mattery Britain might be. 
ica did not, however, efcap^ i^ufed fooncr tlian was conyeniest 
geancc of Britait : its na^ ' ^(>r ' ^l^c fcheraet (he had long been 

ateers exerted themfclvcs with projecting, and bad alnioil brought to 

ivity, that the loflrs of the ^^e period inteaded for their dif- 

i> though fmall at the com- dofal. 

ent of hoftilities hf> fca, be- Incenfed at the encouragement 

radually roach greater, and given to the American privateers, the 

>re (everely felt than thofe of Court of Great Britaia dirededLoid* 

— Stormont, the BcitiAi Ambaflador at 

e, in the courfeof this year, Paris, to dematid an order from the • 

> manifcft in a manner that French miniftry, that all the Amen- : 

room for doubt, what were can privateers ftould departthe king, 

ly her defigns with refped to dom, together with their prizes. Tt\c 

Britain. Her naval prepara- application waamade when the French 

>wever, not being fufficiently flipping, employed in the Newfound- 
^ nor the fituation of afibirs ■ Iwd fiflicry, were tU out upon that 

mca brought to that point ft&tton. Hud they rd'ufed to comply 

n view, it was thought wifeft ^th the requeft, they forefaw that 

who gnided her councils, to ^b immediate rupture would have 

ter dimmuhiti«n to a longer b^n probably tbei coa£equence, and' 

ongh iidced it was io infi- that this whole ficet would in alt 

it GOvH hardly tlcferve Ihe likelihood, have fallen into the handfi 

of die Eflglifli I by ^Jiiidi ihcy would ' 
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fiarc been deprtved of an immcnfe tliat was ov^Ticfttoiiablf medflalaf 

xmmbcr of the beil fefmen in France. ^ all the! nifdiicf in hit powers befifftM 

They acquicfced, tliereforc, in tlie was in nsaaineft to exteutc it. No 

requeft, until the arrival of this valid motives could be allcdged for 

vajualile fleet* But they deviled iucli fuch a 4klay. .. |Thefe wao aolinediofli 

a variety of pretexts to| defer the between a reconciliation with flie 

•'xemtion of this order, that not a Colonies, or proceeding dircdly to 

iingle American veficl was difmiiTcd botHUties with France, 

from any of their ports. In the midtl of thefe preparaiioai 




intentionflfwere fo flianifefl, thAt ail -they had conceived of General BiNf 
Kurope wao-sAnaijedaclhd paflivcnefo gfoyne's expedition* be^^an graduiDfk^ 
with which GrtM- firfeain viewed a<Td tj ab-ite. They received fuccei&pd|r.: 
]»cmiittcd fh(|Q, and ■c^Miclutied that f wrhaccaiinis* a« foreboded no fa fOtf ^ 
it. muf^ proc^d 'fr^Nii the confciouf- aSlc iiToeto hi& operations* Tbo • 
iiUk of her innrnal keaknefSy and toi> fual catallrophe that befcl bim. vv . 
tal inability to pnevent'them. "*^ nOt, howcvcry Apprehended. A toltl 

Tlie general opinion of |)oliticiano diioonniiture of an army of Eura- 
waoy that on tafcitig iliie* final deter* ■ pqan veterans, fcvcr entered ipto tkc • 
iBination^tQ fubdcve her Colonics by coaceptionsevcnot thjlewrio tbfliglll 
force cf arms, Great Britain fliouldnt nii>jl tavourabiy of the Awtricaai: . 
the fame time hare come to «tn open ci^cially after bearing with wkM . 
rapture islth France, which, it could i«u:ility th^y hadbeco ^verpoyr^rodiai 
iHit be doubted, would fupport tin*' tl^e be^nntug oithe campaign. 
Americana in their -prefent '4)narrel. While the minds of the people wc^^t 
There would hare been no deficiency i^i^ndedhetweenhape. andapprehco- 
ixi rcafpns fcr fuch a meafure : the fvn, the iVfi^>n of Paritamen^ witfr 
coridud^of the French in the Weil opened or. the twenticib of Nov«lk; 
Indies^ afforded ample cnufe for the bcr. 'llie p*-iucipal intent of tbC^ 
TuUificatiun of fuch alltp. She would ' Koyapl fpecch, was to affure -thCJ 
then have been tikcn* unprepared : Houfi-s, that the pvwcrs eutruile4lK9 
what force (he had at fen was incon- thc.Qrvwn for the fi|ppi^l&<^n tf thl> 
tiderablc ; nnd Aewasnot ihia con* ifuuh^csin Am(tiica,haidbccnfaithfidllfr 
ditioo to equip anyforikiidabie arraa^ cxrrrtcd ; but that the conlingctioiil^ 
neot, from the neglect of licr ma- of war woul j render further CAertMPl 
rines, the diforderhdi linancco were' neceflliry, • .4 : 

left in at the dcmife- of the late king;. The members who fupported ,t&|l 
M«d the unfrttled iiate ^f lier afTairs roipiilry in the Houfe c^ CumaioMi ' 
in eeneial fince chd oicecQion of the wcrti-i'ery warm in urging thefne^OO 
prcfcnt. fity of continuing the ineafurQi; ooi^: 

^ocfa were the ceafom'ng^ of all the employed in America, for its^TcdilQsi 
jiMircioua people on tbeeontinent, who tion ;. they exprcflcdthe fii]le|b; COPdi 
wi(hed well to this country. They fidence that the ability, prudeppc^ (|Bj||| 
clearly forefaw that 'France would D£tt* fpirilof the comman4eri» wit)( jfjl^X 
<|mit {o invitiav an ^opportunity of valour and difcipline of xht fUnh 
difmembenhg the Britilb empire, and troops, would fhortty4ipqo9pli meriAi 
would ufe her ntmoft diligence to co- refiftanoc : Jthcy a&tfrtcdi qiBt no,^ 
operate in fo deficable a work, 'i hey bom in this country, And bred ijjt..., 
vv/n^o/'couWe aftonifhed thalBrilaiu dwt^\.v.«Lchvxient to iu csodlent JcWhT- 
cvuld hcGtsktc to attack lox enemv, ^a\irAO\i> ctx^^^ YoS^^iSofi^ w4lMi ' 
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in that Houfc to cxprcfs a dif- 
la the line of action now 
. refpeding the Colonics^ and 
[Hoyfocft aloDQ could difap- 
of them. An addrefs was 
e moved, in apprdjation of the 

iDetnberi in the oppofit:oD» 
Icfs ftrenuous in repref^nting 
out effedls, of the unnatural 
nreen Great Britain and her 
h and the fatal confcqaences 
rere on the pdint of foUonring 
was obfcrvedy that the 
I of this country had been 
i vi||oroufly, and yet incff^jc- 
;ertcd, in order to obtain peace 
oint of the fword. The merit 
Britifli G«nctal and officers, 
braTeiy of their (bldicrSy were 
lonable ; but the nature of the 
> fuch, as to defeat all their 
the obllach s they meet with 
ugmented : they were in- 
o the country, and would in 
liiiood prove infurmountable, 
me, therefore, to abandon the 
of coercion, and try an oppo* 
hod. The grandeur, the in - 
le preftrvation of what fhould 
ril to the people of Britain, 
d upon a ceflation cf this 
latc quarrel. After having 
ly employed the fword it was 
; duty of miniilerfi ** to have 
^ to bonds of amity for the 
inilcid of forging chains for 
ies of the Americans.'' 
bis purpofc an amendment to 
refs was moved ; the fubftsncc 
b was, a requell for the cef* 
f hollilities, and the adoption 
ary meal'ures to terminate the 
:cfc with America, 
ppoit of I his amendment it was 
aUedged, that after carrying 
xpenfive war dnring the fpace 
years; notwithftanding a force 
Sxty thoufand men by land, 
ct of*a hundred fiiips of war, 
e no further adTanced^ ' than 
; pcgua. Our MtmitSf.mxh 



ail the courage of the fbldiers, and alt 
the abilities of the commandcrr, had 
done nothing decei/ive. 
■ In the idea of obtaimng a revenue 
from America, wc had already ex- 
pended much more thaa it could have 
amounted to in the courfe of macy 
years, bnafuppolition that Americii 
would have aucnied to our utmofl de- 
mands. Were a paciikation to takj 
place, it would be found, at the iinal 
cooclufion of all that related to tb^ 
the war, that the charges attending it 
or refulting from it, would produce an 
addition of more than thirty millions 
to the national debt. 

ThelofTes and diilrefTcs of thrpubUc 
were dally incrcaHng ; intereii rofc» 
and docks fell in a very alarming 
proportion ; the valcie of eilate? 
diminished fa6ls that could net 
be combated. The circumdanccs 
of the mercantile and trading cl^iFe t 
had received no lefs a ihock ; failurt^ 
and bankruptcies beyond all former 
precedents, (hewed to what a degree 
the nation was injured by this unfor- 
tunate contefl. The lofs of our com- 
merce with the continent of America^ 
the damages fuftained in the Wei( 
India iflands, the vail diminution of 
our fifhery at Newfotmdland, of our 
trade in the Levant, the Mediter- 
ranean, and on the coafl of Africn* 
wcie nccedary confequences of this 
fatal quari'cU All thcfc were griev- 
ous confiderations ; but they woulc' 
be followed with ft ill greater caufcs ut 
forrow, unlcfs the quarrel was ttrm- 
inated before the Houfc of Bouibo:i 
entered into it. This, it wa-tc an in- 
fult to the commoncli undtrHandin'C 
to make a doubt of at this jun£lurc. 
If, therefore, this country found it fo 
difficult to maintain the contcft againd: 
the Colonies alone, how could it h : 
vxpcded that the powerful encmic:^* 
that were preparing to aflail U4 on 
every fide, could poffibly, in conjunc* . 
tionfilUithem, be refifted I 
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., <«vw«««i dcfirabfe) was nel- 
tlktno be obtained nor w^led fer 
upon hiimtliating conditions* To 
"propafe it it -any other feafon than 
that of Tido^, would be to proiitlute 
. the honour of the nation to no pur- 
pofe. 

A 6ciIation of arms trai condemn- 
ed, ai the wocft of an policy. By 
temporising, «re gave ths Americaus 
furtbef leifufc to prepare for a con- 
-tinuaiion of their refiftaacc, and if 
they were to be afiifted firoin abroad 
in the manner profqofticated by oppo- 
fitioo, (Vith a; mcafitre wrould a&cird 
timtf to the enemy to come to their 
atfiftanc^B. 

There was i^rong mfon to believe, 
' that aiFain would foon be fettled to 
the fatisfadton of this country. The 
expence of refilling the power of 
Britain was fuch, that Congrefs wa 9 
now finking under the burthen : the 
bounties given for the procurement 
offoldierSyWere cxceffive, and alone 
would weigh them to the ground. 

In the courfe of this debate, the 
employinji^ of the Indians was animad- 
verted upon in the fevereil terms. It 
Was infanrKntH in a civilized people to 
admit of fuch merciKfsfavages for allies. 
Nothing had given more provocation 
to the Americans. 

It g^atreplled* that it was unjuft to 
reprefent the em (Moving of the Indians 
in fo opprobrious a light. The emif- 
laries of Congrefs had (Irongiy urged 
them to talcr up arms for the Ame- 
ricans, before wc had a|>plied to them, 
ir, therefore, any infamy could arife 
from fuch a meafure, it fell equally on 
b')th parlic!*, 

ft WHS in reality a point of falfe 
l^onour for which the nation was now 
contet>d 11142^. Whichever of the two 
parlies obtained the advantage in 
|}ii> t'riffMitc, notliing befides imaginary 
f.'ti^(<Lt}(Ni would accrue from it : 
profit was eftlibely out of profpe£l. 
J:1>mA woijM be (hed, and''' money 
wvf jW be f»'>fuffd to no oiAiet cuA, 
'to Ic«ivc boib ««imba\.aut% u^ a 



ftate of defaiHty, from wi 
would be many years ia 

IBg. 

Such were the ideas of 
thofe who were efteemed tb 
part of the Houfe. But the 
party continued ftill the 
l^he addreis was carried by x 
of two hundered aad forty- 
eighty-fix. 

In the Hottfe of Lords, t 
which was moved in appn 
the fpeechy was oppofed w 
vehemence. Lord Chathan 
again on this occafton ; am 
w6m down with infirmitie< 
himfclf in fuch a manner, 1 
that his great abflities had nc 
him. He condemned thi 
upon the fame principles th 
tion in the Houfe of Comi 
done, and recommended a 
mcntofthe lame nature. 

But his arguments and 
were loft. Tlic pre-detcrmi 
r^ed all fuch propoftjs, a 
againll all that could be urge 
favour ; and he now cxperi 
truth of what he had long 
would come to pafs^.— that ] 
tachments would decide a 
mentary queilions, and eoi 
nation to undue infiuence. 

Such was the complaint of 
of the public which adhere 
opinions. They exprdTcd 
dignation at the flight wl 
(hewn to the judgment offuc 
it was hard, faid they« th; 
whom the Britifh nation wai 
ly indebted for the profp< 
grandeur to which it had 
fhould be foon after the witi 
declioe : hut it was harder il 
he (hould live to fee t!ic da 
the great fenrices he had res 
hn C(mntry fhould be underv 
forgotten ; when his advice i 
received with a neglect b 
upon contempt and hit perfoi 
^tt v.te«xt.\ NiVvVv. indifiex euce, 
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: warmth they felt and ex pre fled 
behalf of this lUuftrious aohle- 
nras the greater, as thedifcoiirle 
!^ on this occafion,was, in their 
[101I9 equally judicious and ani- 
; and founded upon truths, 
none but the venal, the uiiin- 
l, or the weak- minded y would 
queftion. 
er indeed was Lord Chatham 

to exprefs himfclf w ith more 
n and fervour. Parliaments, he 
ice knew their own dignity too 
I fiiffcrthemfelves to be led in 
jlpaceful manner to which they 
ibmitted. They once thought 
Ives entitled to guide* inftead 
:Iding implicitly to the direc- 
f *minillcrs. The Houfe of 
, in particular, ought to re- 
T that it had been ufual to aflc 
idvice •• they were hereditary 
;x)uhoilof the nation, and it ill 
eany individual to aflume the 
cc of dicHtJiiiT to thorn. But 
of this proper and c«)iillitu- 

method of proceeding, th^y 
low informed of meafures prc- 
tcd without ihcir participation ( 

which, ncverthclcfs, their coa- 
ce was requelled. Miniftry 
upon events, the uncertainty of 
was notorious, and called upon 
:u aflltl in the plans ereded on 
recarif)us ground, in a llile that 
Jidatorial, and precluded all 
nation. 'I*ht8 was nut the lan- 
with which the minlftcra of 
;e country fhould prcfume to 
ich its guardians and reprcfeu- 
. Mean muil thefe be to en- 
ich treatment, after having been 
r and fo invariably deceived, and 
.0 fi)ch a complication of dif- 
;8, through the repeated errors 
ncurabic prefumption of thctc 
rrs. Difappointmentsand mif- 
eiofjevery kind had condantly 
td all their meafures, and yet 
ad the confidence to relay upon 
.pport of a public which tUcy 

grtcvouily oifcndc'J, and af 

N 



which they had facrificed the evident 
intereft to a fyrtem, which reafcn and 
argument had fully demonftrated and 
fatal experience had com,i!':t Jy pro- 
ved to be pregnant with cci'.aiu ruin 
to this country. 

The noble empire of Britain wcs 
now doomed to ruin by the unfkil- 
fidnefs and incapacity of the. 1*0 who 
were unhappily cntrufted witS the 
management of its concerns, and the 
pride and haughtincfs of the cou ncils 
by which they were influenced. After 
advancing Hep by Hep in a track 
which they were continually a<imoni(h- 
cd, not merely by their oppone nts in 
this country, but by the united voice 
of all the politicians in Europe, would 
infallibly conduct them to perdition* 
they Hill pcrfiiled in it, even in fpite 
of the fevcre chaftiftment thcv had 
met with in thofe calamities they had 
brought iTpon their country. If fuch 
men could be fuppofcd capable of 
lifli-ning to advice after having folong 
dcfpifcd it, they ought now to be told, 
that uniefs they immediately receded 
from the meafures ihey were purfuing, 
they would next have to account for 
tlie entire dowhfall of this kin?dom* 
It was abfolutely inevitable in the 
natural courfe of caufes and efFcAi, 
Did mini Hers flatter thcmfcivcs that 
the united llrength of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, added to that of An^crlca 
and of fuch powers as would abet 
them, would not outweigh that of 
Britain, forfakcn as (he appeared man- 
ifelllytobe, and left alone t>) face 
fuch numerous and potent ene- 
mies ? 

An opening howevjr ilill remaiiied 
for accommodation. France and 
Spain, JJthough fufficicnOy inimical to 
Britian, had not gone thof^ lengths 
in their affillance whicli had been re- 
quired by the Americans. Tne d:f- 
fatisfa6lion they felt was an opportu- 
nity not to be neglected. Now, 
there fore,' was the feafon to wean them 
from the connexion they had formed 
witli thofc tvf> couxUj \i^ m^^«^^>^ 
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fudi overtures, as from their reafona* 
blenefs wnuld not be rejcded . 

I^ord Chatham was ably feconded 
by the LordB in oppofition. Their 
arguments were chiefly grounded on 
the danger to which the nation would 
infallibly be expofed, in encountering 
fuch a multitude of enemies as threat- 
ened to arifc from all parts» in cafe of 
a further profecut ion of the war. The 
intentions of the Houfe of Bourbon 
were fo plain, that it would be an 
affront to the common fcnfe of the 
public, to afTi'd fecurity from that 
quarter. However fair the language 
of thofe courts might continue to be, 
their decdik befpoke nothing but the 
moil hollile defi^ns ; and their enmity 
wasoffo radical and hereditary a 
nature, that it was not to be cxpeArd 
they would refrain from indulging it 
on the mod tempting occaiion that 
ever had been, or could be offered, of 
humbling that enemy who had fo 
often, and fo lately humbled them. 

An appeal was made by the Lords 
in oppofition to the bench of Biihops. 
They were conjured, as men whofc 
profcflion enjoined them particularly an 
abhorrence of blood, to intereft them- 
fclvesin a manner becoming their func- 
tion and charadcr, in the ciufeofpeace. 

To the various alic-^.itt ons urged 
againft miniftry, replies were made 
much in the fame flrain as thofe em- 
ployed in their favour in the Lower 
Houfo. 

Among other remarks on this 
fuhje^l, it was obferved, that miniftry 
could ill no .vifc be blamed for en- 
deavouring to (Irengthen the hands 
of tiicir adlierents in the Colonics, 
and of thofe who were fighting the 
baitlcj of the nation there, by every 
method that policy fuggelled ; and 
therefore wcr? julUy entitled to em- 
ploy, for the obtaining of this end, 
thofe means which God and nature 
had put in their power. 

This Litter exprcdioQ was vefae*^ 
mently reprehended by the oppofition. 
It WM taken up with pecaViar Seventy 
ty Lord Cfaathamy and Tcprrfcnltd 



in the , mod crimioal and alv 
light. He lamented the tima 
had made fuch an altcratioa 
maxims and feelings of hui 
which had hitherto diftinguillM 
people of this country in fo how 
a manner from all others, 
with equal fhame and grief he I 
charadler of his countrymen 
with fo much bafenefs and liv 
lliofe who avowed fuch princi| 
the Houfe of Peers, ought to it 
that what fell from their lipii 
fall to the ground ; it wat cm 
throughout the nation, and 1 
indehble impreflion on the mea 
thofe who heard it whenever tl 
cellcnce, the fmgularity, ortke 
alous and evil tendency of wlu 
fpoken, made it any ways renai 
He would venture to fay that v 
had heard upon this occafioi 
equally aflonifh and offend ever 
mane and liberal mind, and 
difgrace upon every indivjdttalff 
ever exalted, that would dare ti 
it countenance. 

After a mod violent And 
monious debate, the motion ta 
of the addrefs was carried, by 
jority of ninety-feven votflH ' 
more than twenty-eight. 

A motion being made in tihff 
mitte of Supply, * that fixtj 
fand feamcn (hould be voted I 
enfuing year,' it occafioncd loo 
plaints that a prolongation 
American war was plainly va 
by the making of fuch a retjii 
It (liowed, too, faid they, hov 
the miniilry had deceived the 
or had been deceived thcmlidf 
aflerting, fefTion after fieBoi 
nothing was to be apprdcadd 
abroad, and that we night pR 
what meafures we thon^lt ; 
refpe^ling Americay withoot ■ 
of interruption or nwlcftatiw 
that account. 

Such, howefCTy wai tbe CM 
neft of tlie imminent dai«r tft 
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iras agreed to without a divi- 

e bill pafled during the lad 
)r fufpending, m fome caf: s, 
xas Corpus Ad, was nuw 
9 the continuation of it was 
for the fame reafons alledgcd 
■ft palling. 

a Tariety of arguments, much 
ime cfTe^l, a continuance of 
nras Voted by a majority of 
dred and Hxteen, to fixty. 
lext iuhjeck wherein America 
again an objcd of difcuffion, 
e land-tax* Here the dif- 

on either fide renewed that 
E variety of argumentation 
lad for years been repeated to 

purpofe. The inutility of 
in America for the purpofes 
.ion, was enforced from the 
icability of railing a revenue 
a country that had no money. 
Britain to obtain the point it 
dy and reduce the Colonics to 
on, the wounds (he had re- 
in this conteft mud Arft be 
fK (he could carry her revenue 
I into execution, 
as further obferved on this 
3, that matters were now come 

woeful extremity, that were 

to take place that ioftant, and 
;a confent to the moft im« 
'ubjedlion to tliis country, it 
require a length of years for a 
rment of affairs upon their for- 
iting. It had been calculated 
'ger fums b^ ^^i' expended 
equence of this unhappy al- 
)n, than would have fufficed to 
fe, and bring to the corn- 
improvement, all the unculti- 
mds in the kingdom. 
:r a varitey of obfervations of 
iture, it vras concluded, that 
r to arrive at i precife and well- 
d knowledge of the queftion fo 
gitated, — the propriety of con- 
r the American war, an ex- 
ion of the means by which it 
phe iupfOTtci, fcemed iodif- 

N. 



penHbly neceffaiy. It was a dire6i 
and obvious method ; it led flraight 
to the point, and would at once en- 
able men to come to a clear dccifion. 
Such were the fentiments delivcrede 
on this occalton by Mr. Fox, whof« 
extraordinary abilities had already 
been oftentimes exercifed in the many 
debates concerning American affairs. 

He moved for a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, to take into con(idcra<* 
tion the date of the nation. 

The motion being complied with, 
Mr. Fox followed ii witli another to 
rcqueft that the papers relating; to the 
tranfadlions of the Commiflioners in 
America, fhuuld be laid before the 
Houfe. but this was refufcd by 
minidry. 

On the following day, which was 
the third of December, the di fa iter of 
the army under General Burgoyne, 
was notified to the Houfe. Great was 
the grief and concern which it ex- 
cited ; but the reproaches which it 
drew on the minidry, weie not Icfs. 
Their imprudence, their obdinacy, 
their prefumption, were the fourcc 
of this, and of all the calamities that 
had befallen, and were dill awaiting 
this country. A f a tah'ty attended all 
their proceedings. 

On the fourth of December, the 
Committee of Supply reported, that 
the fum of fix hundred and eighty- 
three thoufand pounds would be 
wanted for the cxpeuces of the office 
of Ordnance, in the cnfuing year. 
The immenfity of the demand roufed 
all the fire of oppofition. Ic waa 
alked, whether minidry dir f. rioufly 
believe that the tefources oftriit. coun- 
try were adequate to the cliavj^es of a 
war, of which only one fni^cle de- 
partment called for fuch a confump- 
tion of money ? The fum demanded, 
exceeded by one hund«.rc(! and forty 
thoufand pounds, that which was ex- 
pended in the year one thoufand feveu 
hundercd and fifty-nine j the mod 
a^ve, important, and fuccefsful "^cax 

o{t\ic\9^t i^iatyom vw% N^^ ^^^ 
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maintained near three huodered thou- 
fand fighting men, and our operation! 
"were extended to every quarter of the 

globe. It was incomprehenfible^ 
^erefore^ how fo vaft a fum as that 
which was at prefect required^ could 
be wanted, when the number of men 
employed amounted to no more than 
eighty thoufandy and our Colonies 
were the only theatre of hoftility. 

Mr. Burke, in particular, was very 
prefling on this fubjed, and difplayed 
much knowledge, as well as eloquence 
in the manner in which he treated it. 
Receiving no anfwer to the feveral 
interrogations he had made relating 
to the bufinefs in debate, and the 
Speaker preparing to put the queftion, 
be declared with great firmaefs and 



refolution, that the queSiti 
not be put, till mraiflry Im 
fome fatisfiidory explauiatki 
weighty a fubjed. 

In anfwer to thefe qoeftion 
were reiterated with great ▼ 
was replied on the fide of 
tliat the extraordinary expenc 
department, was owinf to 
tremely hoftile difpofitioooft! 
try where the war was wagi) 
fuppUes of any kind could be 
ed there, and every article 
fur this branch of the fervice 
tranfported thither from hom 

It was alfo obferved, thil 
laft war die foreign troopt in i 
of Great Britain, provided tl 
ammunitioii. 
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•cnticth of November, 
ions were opened, to 
:ember9 the ^lifineTft 
ccaniary fupplies had 
with fuch cxpeditioi>) 
of nine millions were, 
the fcrvice of the en • 
cuiiomed as the piv 
R to immenfe grants 
flartled at the reacJi- 
i4he national income 
1 the fupport of mca- 
e by no means univcr* 

of December, it was 
le of miniflry, that the 
be adjourned to the 
inuary. The reafbaa 
is motion were, that 
ry for the fubfcquent 
» and cuflomary bu- 
: of the year conclud- 
icafures could be re- 

the ifiue of the lad 
lerica was knoi^n.' 
n the other hand, con- 
▼ereft terms, the idea 
b long a lecefs from 
It a time when the at- 
opic was fo ferioufly 
le perilous fituation of 
: nation had often ex- 
dangers, but none to 
lofe with which it was 

on every fide. We 
a civil, unnatural, un- 
ve were overwhelmed 
we had hitherto met 
an difappointment and 
ve were confcioai, in 

to the 



contrary, that the whole Houfe of 
Bourbon was preparing to aflail us with 
all its power : we knew all this, and 
yet at a feafon when the colledive wif- 
dom of the nation ihould be pondering 
on the means of warding off the blows 
that were fo vifibly aimed at this coun- 
try, the meeting of Parliament had 
been deferred to the latter days of De- 
cember, fufpended to the clofe of 
January. Was this paying a due at- 
tention to the bufmefs of the ftate \ 
Was it manifcfting a true fenfe of the 
circumftances of this country ? — It 
wa» the reverfe ^ all this. It betray- 
ed ind<^ence ,.or ini^apacity. It was a 
proof that either the danger was not 
fully comprehended^ or that rootivcf 
too (baleful to be Acknowledged pre- 
vented men from everting themfelvesin 
the manner its greatnefs and proximi- 
ty fo evidently required. \fiSsi)!kxj 
forefaw the ftorm that was coming 
upon them from all quarters ; they 
knew themfelves unable to face the 
dificulties to which they had expofed 
the kingdom from abroad, and they 
dreaded the account that would be de- 
mandec] from them at home, hi this 
dilemma their perplexity was fuch, 
that they fcized every pretext to put 
off the evil hour ; bnt it would arrive, 
and would even gather double (Irength 
from this imprudent delay. The 
fooner it was faced, the eafier it would 
be met. 

The nunifterial anfwer was, that a 
longer continuance of the fei&on 
would be of no utility in the main 
point propofed at ^reCetit) ^Kvcbi m:^^ 

the ptcpmtV.oi!« xv^aMixt lot <t«. ^'^ 
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f^bce of the nation againft any fo- 
reign atucks. Meafuret refpeAing A- 
xnerica could not be taken till the fitu- 
ation of affair » in that country waft 
hid before thenar in a clear and expli- 
cit manner. It would be time whca 
mature intelligence was arrived, to pro- 
ceed to thofe conceffions and arrange- 
inents regarding the Colonies, tliat 
might be found proper and Suitable. 

To this reply, oppofit/on rejoined 
with great vehemence, that whatever 
treaties might be entered into with A- 
merica, the prefent miniftry had no 
right to imagine the Colonies, would 
confent to treat with men who had 
ufed them with fo much duplicity. 
Miniftry Hood refpc^ing America in 
the worft of all political fituations ; 
they were neither feared nor efteemed. 
It was not, therefore, for fuch men to 
talk of negotiating with thofe who 
would cot tniil them. 

In the eagerncCi of their purfuits, 
miniftry had thrown away all thofe 
conGderatiens which other politicians 
lad thought neccflary to keep in view. 
It had been ufual with former roinif- 
trics, in compliance with the general 
dictates of prudenQe, to form fuch 
connei^ions as might co-operate in 
their fchemcs, and prove a fup* 
port, in cafe of need. But Bntain, 
through the incapacity and felf-fulllci- 
ency of its prefent rulers, was defti- 
ttite of any allies that could dc- 
fcrve fuch a name. The miniftry 
would not furely have the confidence 
to bellow that appellation on thofe 
Princes whofc troops wc had hired. 
We were abfolutely an abandoned and 
forlorn people, furrounded by open 
and fecrct enemies, had hardly pof- 
fcflcd the good wifhes of any ftate in 
£uropc. 

Wiih thefc, and many other allega- 
tions of the fame kind, did the oppof- 
ers of miniftry combat the motion of 
adjournment ; but it was canied, 
upon a divifion, by one hundred and 
/f/2/-/7ve votci ngainft fixty-eight. 

the Houfe of Peert,befides tome* 
IS by the L»ords tn oppo&uon 



coafbnntbk to thofe made I 
fame party in the Hoab of Coi 
LfOrd Chatham moved, that o 
the orders and inftrudioos to i 
Burgoyne fhould be Uid bcfiw 
In the fpeech with which he ac 
nied this motion, he reprefenl 
condufl of miniftry in the mil 
ous light. He arraigned, in i 
cular manner the meanneli and 
nerac/ prevailing among tliofi 
from the eminence ot their 
ought t6 be above all infloena 
this bafe and fclfifti difpofition, 
crihed the difunion of this coihbI 
miftriift of all men for each 
the diflolving of all conne^ioit 
the enmity now brought about b 
thofe who were formerly bound 
ther by the fame views. Inft( 
that open, manly rule of a^ag, 
rendered individuals refpe^l 
each other, however they might 
in their pohtical principles, a c 
tine, infidious fpirit of intrigi 
gone forth, deftrudive of even 
ciple of integrity, and which 
ultimately to eradicate aU tboj 
timents upon which alone menoi 
value themfelves. 

This degeneracy of muiu i 
faid, infe£^ed all parts of the o 
nity ; it was found among the 1 
as well as the highctt orden 
thefe ftood ncareil that mill 
fountain of corruption, which 
ininated almoft all thufe who apf 
cd it, they u'Crc accordingly Jtni 
guilty. To thefc he atrnbuti 
calamities that were afflicting 
part of die Britifti empire. J 
owing to their paQiveacquiefceiu 
individuals unworthy of truftaa 
6dence, were prccipit ating it t 

Miniftry anfwered thf chai 
gainft them with equal warmthi 
of improper infloence was dcoici 
much vehemence. They were ia 
ed by no other motive than 1 
conviclion of the pr6pricty of 
condud. It was aa caff aw a 
ut^x.vi ^cc>aSit taKU of b 
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lewt ; but proofs were not fo 
produced. They had done 
sty to the utmoft of their 
ge, they had ftood up for the 
n the crown and kingdom of 
ritain ; they ftill continued to 
beneath the majefty of the 
egi(lature» to be forced into 
nt of which it did not approve, 
^le between this country and 
liesy it was the part of a na- 
Britain to cfpoufe its caufe 
y to theirs. But the maxims 
ition were quite of a contra- 
aft| and inculcated the facri* 
ifs country's intereft to that of 
ies. 

a violent conteft> wherein 
Mcrity of language had been 
uther fide, the queftidn bein^ 



putt' Lord Chatham's motion was re- 
jeded by a majority of forty votes to 
nineteen. 

Not difcouraged by this feje6tion» 
he made a fecond motion for an ad* 
drefs to lay before the Houfe, the 
orders* and dire^ons relating to the 
emi^oyment of the Indians. This 
motion was negatived in the (ame man- 
ner as the preceeding. 

When ^ne queftion of adjournment 
came to be agitated, it occafioned no 
lefs heat and altercation than in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

After a long and acrimonious debate^ 
attendedakemately with feveral taunts, 
the motion for the adjournment paf- 
fed by a^ majority of forty-fevcn to 
feventeen. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Tran/a^ions in Great Britah nhiting to AnUriOL. 



TOURING the long unncxpefled re- 
'*^ ccft that divided tfai« memorable 
feflion.many domelltc events happen- 
ed of a nature to ckiim the attention, 
and exercife the anknoflcies of both 
parties. 

The misfortvme that had attenled 
under General Burgoync, was become 
an ohjcdl of very ferious confidcration. 
Tliou^h it was to return to England, 
yet it was to remain unlef* for the 
purpofe for which it had been intend- 
<:J. Until another artny of equal 
force could be provided, one of the 
mollimp'jrtant objcAs of the Ameri- 
can war was of ncceflity to be neglect- 
ed. 

But it was not only the mortifirn- 
r Ion of bciu^ deprived of the fervicc 
of this army in America, that per- 
plexed the minirtry : it w?8 almofl 
equally chagrined at the little progreC* 
made even by the victories obtained in 
other part8^ towards the object* pro- 
pofcd. 

This was a fituatlon highly c:i;bar- 
mfling. — It fhcwcd that there was a 
radical chain of diflicuhleit in the cn- 
terprizc before thtm, v.Iiichthrtat»*iied 
to be indifliiluble, as foor* a& omz was 
overcome, another ilaricJ up. 

Another obftacle bc^an at this 
period to (liew iifelf. This was tJie 
ilifRculty of rt:cru"t«ng thf troops in 
Ameiicj. Fxclulive of ilie er»(>nnv)in 
expence of fi'iidinr; armies acrofs the 
ocean to another hcmlfphere, thcqucf- 
tionnow was, where to provide a fnf- 
fjciency of men to replace thofc mul- 
titudts liiat fell in baitle, or were loil 



through the many other csol 
concurred to their dellruAioii 

Occurrences of various Ida 
tnbuted to (how with what h\ 
the French cfpoufed the caulc 
Americans. Thcfc were r 
carcHcd, and feafted by indivi 
of all degrees, in the harbo 
which thev conduced their 
they ^^'cre treated on the footin] 
mi>(l cordial friends and alli 
eonfidered as men embarkcc 
fame quarrel againfl one conn 
my. 

Thefe vat ious objccls made 1 
ation in the councils of this ki 

The plan of conquering I 
(lill continued in equal force^ 

To purfue efleclually the a 
pofcd, a confidcrabie force wai 
raifed within the kinu^dom iC 
chifive of thofe fupplies of nn 
were furnifhed from foreigi 
l^hc prefTure of circumftancetff 
fuch an attempt inevitable ; b 
obftacle which appeared of mc 
nitude, was now to compaft i 
attention, without applying t 
a.iient, and without offending 

It was fuggelled upon this a 
that an apphc ation might I 
without impropriety, to dutni 
party which had in fo maBT 
the kingdom, (hewn themul 
iirenuous abettors and fuppQ 
thofe councils that had pi 
coerfive meafuret. 

Weie fuch an applicatusntol 
it would open the noft i 
pro^cds. it vould CTOMi 
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for the military Kll. It 
ivc the martial fpirit of the 
iich, though naturally bold 
:d, waa in general avcrfe to 
y profelTiou. 

pcctations formed by minif- 
anfwercd beyund what the 
nine had dared to prcfage. 
mnedlions that had taken 
een France and the Colonics, 
mfiderable alteration in the 
int of people. Many who 
been their zealous friends, 
become their foes from that 
»ce alone. 

; thofe places that feconded 
of miniftry, Liverpool and 
!r flood the forenioil. They 
:h a zeal that gave fpirit 
to the whole undertaking, 
its well withers with the mcfl 
lOpc of carryin T it through 
loft of the extent propoCed. 
I engaged to raife a complete 
of a thoufand men. I'he 
ity was difplayed in various 
;e8 ; and numerous fubfcrip- 
: opened almoli every where 
vying and embodying of men 
blic fervice. 

d have alTorded great fatis- 
the miniftrv, could the city 
I have been prevailed on to 
lead in a mcafure of this 
It the difFerciiccs that had of 
irifen betwetn the Court and 
ing to America had alien- 
from each other. 
I were not however wanting 
the minillry to make a trial 

ends of government in tlic 
rmed themfelvcs into a body, 
ihey gave the name of the 
I Livery ; but they were 
>\rn by that of the White 
bciation, from the tavern 
eir meetings were held.*- 
: at this period very nume* 
exercifcd great fway in the 
the power they had of ob- 



liging or detrimcnting individuals in 
trade. 

The heads of this powerful body were 
carefully applied to on this important 
occafion, and n uch ftrefs was plactd 
on their exertions. They themfelvcs 
doubted not their fufficiency to carr)' 
the point propofed Full of this c«nti- 
dence. they advert ifed a meeting ofthiir 
alTociates. 

But the misfortunes that had lately ' 
befallen the britilh arms in America 
had made fuch ai imDredion or the 

ft 

public, that an avcriencls to the Ame- 
licanwarhad taken pcfTcnion of the 
minds of far the greatci majority of 
thofe on whom the)' t;ad fo conficci:tl/ 
relied. 

In confcquence of this difpofilion, 
the met lir.g, contrary to their expec- 
tation, was but thinly ratended ; and 
fuch as were prefent, manifciitii fo 
little inchnation to corn fyv.nd with 
their intentions that they did nut j'iJ^o 
proper to lay the real intent oi the 
meeting before thofe who compDVcd 
it, and it fcparatcc w'th.-iu ihc lead 
tranfad^iun ot any buiii^ci'?. 

The propofal intended by mln'iVv 
was, that the city of London fiuL^'J 
raife and maintain five thouland rr*cf^;, 
who were to ferve three yezirb, or rill 
the coDclufion of the war. But the 
manner in which their a{rent!< v»ere 
difappointed at tliis meeting, dilcourag- 
ed thcfe fo much, that at a Court 
which was calicii by the Lord Mayor 
upon this occafion, no mention wa<i 
made of this tendency, and it was only 
moved, that a bountyihould be^rmtcd 
by the city (o thofe who cnliilcd iiito 
the fervice, either by fca or land 

In the Court of Aldermen, eleven 
members fupported this inotiuii agninil 
nine, who rejedled it. — But in tB^ 
Common Council, it was thrown dtt 
by a majority of one hundred «ad 
eighty to DO more than thirty. 

Nctvb-ithilanding thir heavy difap» 
poiniment, the minillenal party coiu 
tinued firm to their determiaauou not 
to give up ihc ^fovDt* *tVit ^%^v'A 
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loyalty in tbe Corporation of London » 
fhouLl not, ihcy faid» prevent indirid- 
ualf from tcftifying it In their private 
capacity. VLile fnbfcriptiona were 
encouraged for the Americani taken 
iiith anr.s in tlielr hands againft thii 
., count r)', it was but juft that thofc who 
were wlU affeded to '^uvernmcnt (houid 
llfb fubrcribc lo its support. 

In confiqacnceof tlii)i (IcterminatioBy 
a fuhfcriptioD was 0|icned at the Lon- 
don Tavern, and a Comnaittce choftn 
to manage the buiincls. As the 
vholeof ihisnfTair was conducted by 
perions in afinteut circum (lances a 
large fum was foon fubfcribed. 

The adherents to.miniftry at Briftol 
imitated thofe at London, and were 
foiled prccifely itf the fame manner. 
They aded alfo with no lefs zeal after 
their public failure. They opened 
fubfcriptions, and filled them with a 
liberality exceeding that of Loodun, 
when the proportions of wealth be- 
tween thofc two cities are taken iuJto 
confideration. 

Similar attrmpts were made for the 
fervice of government in dTffcrcnt 
countries, with no better fuccefs. 

In Scotland, a remarkabU readinefs 
was (howu in concurring with the de- 
ligns of government. The martial 
.fpirit of the Scotch nation prompted 
it to very vigorous exertions upon this 
occalion. The cities of Edinburgh 
and Glafgow, beOdes large fubfciip* 
tions, furniHicd each a regiment of a 
thoufand mtu. Sc%'eral regiments 
were alfo raifed in the Highlands. 

This meafurr; was the very firft ob- 
jeGi that met with the cenfurc of op- 
pofition on the meetin^^ of Parliament 
after the reccfs. Sir Philip Jemilnj^.s 
Clerk began the inquiry into this bu- 
finefs, by obfenring that as the people 
^this country had been told that the 
American war wa4 the war of Parlia- 
IBent, they could not fail being greatly 
llanned at hearing that a large body 
•f men had been raifed during the re- 
•dsy not only without the knowled^^e 
WMdnreofPkdisunt^if but witauut 



intimation being given M-.tlit' 
miniftry Uiat any fiich.dc%B« 
gitation 

Parliament had* 4Hi the e 
been iniurmedt that tcnu of i 
liation to be propofcd to thcC 
would be laid bctorrthcm attk 
meeting. 

1 he objea of Paditreeatarr 
at prefeiit, was to know iflh 
haiidk the fword was entniftedi 
ever ncctflary it mtgbt be 1 
troops, it was- the duty ofFm 
to ice that the iMrord ihvuU h 
to thofe only upon wbuijc liddl 
could rely. 

He moved, in confequeneci 
account (hould be laid bcC 
HoiWt of the number of troop 
ed to be raifed during the I 
joumment, fpccifying the i 
corps, with the names of thcic 
and comroandcis, the length > 
thefe had iervtd, and the vm 
Lad obtained in the army. 

The motion was acceded tl 
part of miniftry > and the He 
fm med at the fame timc» tl 
intention of the long ailjpl 
%vhich had taken place, had hfo 
anfwered, by the activity tl 
been exerted in the variow 
ir.ciits of the public firvicei aM 
ztalnnd readinefs with wkid 
numbers in the narion hadcent 
to forvi ard it io tiieir private 

it was with particular 

that ininiilers now faw, that fi 

accidents had not affedcd tk 

opinion of the public RipcA 

riCtiiiide of their meafuret | a 

croifc K and diiappointmcAti wtl 

cd in their true light* aa^COoUl 

incepenoeiit on human Hagjacilt] 

ry man Mho felt for the iCpVH 

this country, muft re|^ipe .t9l 

ci.unige cf the people augVMt 

portion with thcrr. diftCTJIfti 

dangers. ^ lich a dif|tf)%iai| I 

the ifTue, render them, Al«ta 

Oppoiitioo ccQteadf^LiWf 
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it hoTcver fliitcrin^ a re- 
in iniaiftrjr mi^hc thialc 
tnake of the meafurc in quef- 
,0 a dircdi attack upon the 
m, and was replete with 
Were it otherwife, why 
r<> iadtidriouil/ have been 
from Parliament ? 
K executive po^KPcr in this 
autborifeil in railiiij fucii a 
' traops without the concur- 
arlianfient, the fences of po* 
rey would immediately be 
mi. Itwasancafy matter 
retextt for levying or iocreof- 
mher of forces; but were 
f this kind once admitted, 
!fl would be raifcdy as would 
duce that arbitrary govern- 
ia country, which had been 
in fo many parts of Europe 
ly the fame means. 
f had, in this indance^ been 
I omnifeft notorious breach 
flttiition : they had aiTumed 
hich belonged to Parliament 
, — that uf granting the 
►ney. 

er 10 tliele objections, it was 
ty minitirvy that the pref- 
te times were To great, that 
captious and unreafouable 
I condemn a meafure evident- 
land beneficial', 
nfadlion, inftead of meeting 
e, ought to be treated with 
tion* Warmth in the caufe 
Britain againfl the preten- 
eliaviour of the Colonics, had 
fpidt of multitudes through- 
tion to uncommon exertions 
nce» and in the maintenance 
or and jufl claims ; was there 
benfiblenefi in a ca(c of this 
Was not fuch a tranfa^ion 
oducive to the reputation of 
Was it not a 'pnK)f of 
pianimity io the hour of 
f their attachment to go- 
and of their flrougeiiap- 
of thoie who dircacd its 

Oox 



Precedents militated powerfully in 
fupport of the meafure ; — In the re- 
bellion of feventeen hundred and forty 
live, fevenl Noblemcuand Commoueis 
raifcd troops at their own expcncc ; 
fubfcriptions were openly fet on foot^ 
and perfons went fro<n la/Uie to hcafe 
colledling money [i^v the ui'c of the 
public. No compullion wa^ eiiploy- 
ed, but fuch was Ikhc temper of the 
times, that whoever rcfui.J to con* 
tribute according to hi^ cirLumiianceSf 
was reputed a difloyal fubjed. 

Neither the Bill of Rig. us, nor 
the Mutiny AS, itfelf, it was aJerted 
by feveral lawyers of great eminencCf 
werc^runtrary to this me<ifure. Cob* 
tributions, while voluntary, could not 
be deemed unconflitutioiiaL They 
were given to quell a rebellion, which 
was the greateli of all calamities, and 
in the fuppreffion of which all meana 
were jufUtiable. 

It was anfwered by oppofition, that 
the precedents alledged in juilificdtion 
of the meafure, were not appofite to 
the prefent cafe. When the public 
was in manifeft and imminent dan- 
ger, neceflity might excufe a deviation 
from formalities. 

The 15ill of Rights did by no means 
allow money to be raifed for the ufe 
of the Crown, otherwife than by grant 
from Parliament. 

The exprefs intention of the Mu* 
tiny A6t, was to prevent the crown 
from maintaining an army without the 
afliftance of Parliament ; but if the 
means of maintaining it were per- 
mitted to be furnifhed through any 
other than a parliamentary channel, 
the a6l might foon be invalidated, and 
its intention wholly fruftrated. 

Gifts to the crown, from whatever 
fource they flowed, could not be con* 
fidered in any other light tlian that of 
aiJa, when jfiven for public ufes ; they 
were therefore a manifell breach of 
the rights of Parliament, which had 
rcfervcd to itfelf exclttiivcly» the folc 
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prmleijc of fupplyiny the wants of 
the crov/n, 

1'hc i)lan obfervrd in levviojT thcfe 
new n'»(i'iieiit«, waiat the fitnc time 
contiploin^i uf a^ expendvL', iivjudicious 
and ineq'.iltabls. I.illead of forming 
additional regimcnls, thofe already 
fubfifting ou^ht to hive been recruit- 
iDg to their full complement, accord* 
\nz to the manner that had been 
praftifeJ in the Uft and former wars : 
this would have proved an ef&dual 
fupply, and rendered an efi^ntial and 
much wanted fcrv'ce to the army. 
Frefh levies incorp')raicd with veteran 
foldiersy foon acquired thit military 
fptrit, and thofe habits of re7ularity 
and difcipline, which they had con- 
tinually before their eyes ; but a new 
raifed body of meni totally unacquiant- 
cd with the ufe of arms, were long 
in forming themfelves t'l quickncfs 
Sind precifi iii in the various duties of 
their profeifion, for want of that af- 
fidftnce and incitement which are 
derived from conftant example. 

This method of conducting the 
b'-iTiiicfa was attended with another 
glaring impropriety. The rule of 
promotioti, according to fenionty, had 
been fct afide in a manner that couUI 
not beju^ififd : — Officers who had 
fpent tlicir lives in the fervice, faw 
their jiriiors hftcl over them without 
the lead pretence for fuch a prefe- 
rence. 

A variety of other arguments was 
produced byoppofition, to invalidate 
and fxpofe the impropt*icty» the in- 
eqiit^bhuefs. and the danger of this 
mcafiir:. Thw made a ronfiderahle 



creafcd through the dUappnKi 
thcbuGnefs in agitation- 

On the feventccnih of Febw 
minider opened his conctliiitni 
with America* 

After fome prcparatcnyoWTei 

the plan propofed by the minift 

to enable the Crown t^appoin 

lAiflioncrs to treat with the C 

concerning the means of putt) 

end to the prefcnt contelt li 

them and Great Britain. 1 

tention was to name five pA 

this commiirion, and to itm 

them ample powers. They wa 

authorifed to treat with Coaj 

a lawful afTembly, rc,^ref»ti 

afting for America ; with an] 

Provincial AfTemblics, uponf 

(litutions they had aflumn] 

with any individuals, in their 

civil or military capacitia 

vcre empnwtrcd to order afiri 

of arms ; to fufpend the d| 

of all Uws ; to grant pitA 

'miinit'es, and rewards; to 

ally or any a£ the ColonicSf 

forms of their conditutions] 

to the preftnt troubles, and 

min ate the governors, and i 

officers, in thofe places w! 

Crown had exercifed that noa 

Should the Americana d 

title (>f Independent States, i 

ing with the Com:hiflioce^ 

to be allowed them until til 

had be' n ratified by the K 

Parliament. The Coram 

were to n^gociate, npon a i 

of the empire, for a reafimal 

tribution to its common ta 

on the part of the Cislblil 



impreffion, and ini'uced many mem- 
bers, who voted ufually for minidry, ' this demand was not to'te 
to fideagaind them on this occaiion. on, and to be given up liitfi 
On a motion that a fum of money 
(hould be granted for cloathlng the 
new forces, it was carried on a divifion 
by a majority of two hundred and 
twenty three, to one hundred and 
thirty } fo much was »tlia minoritj- en- 



not terminate the qoaitd. 

The minider aceom^ 
propofal with a' Itnr and' 
difcourfe upon thelubML' 
eluded by aflertmgp' wtt^-l 
ccflion did notprqbted JhMB 
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nitty. Great Britain was by 

,s difabled from coatinuing 

; there was no deficiency of 

many more might Hill be 

and the n^ivy was in full 

the revenue to f up port all 

as very little impaired, and 

ids for the fervice of the year 

lortly be provided » at a 

:e intereft. 

propofab of the minifter met 
o oppofition : but it wat 
1, at the fame time, that the/ 
ohtc to produce any rea- 
hope of their an i werin^ t he 
pofed. The Americiins had 
tied their independency upon 
g and folid a foundation, thet 
not be expend they would 
lilcd upon to part with it tor 
rstliat Britain could make, 
ociations would not prove 
:;:clinl tl.an its arms, and no- 
ould tiow Ihake the refulution 
>plewho had fuffered lo much 
le fuch exertions to accomplish 
jc£l« Their Htuation was no 
uncertain and precarious ; 
xkI upon firm ercund ; they 
pported not only by theirown 
U but alfo by that of the 
illefl allies they could poilibly 
ind. 

Americans were too fiill of 
.ent for the treatment they had 
» harbour thofe fentiments of 
ty that were neceflkry to io« 
lem to fuch a reconciliation 
propofed-o—They would un- 
ily accept of peace upon terms 
lity and iudependetice / and 
)ariiaps,wben the remembrance 
injuries they had received was 
l» form amicable engageraceii 



with this country ; but no more 
couki be looked for at prefcnt, than 
a fimple pacification. A return to 
obedience ought not to enter into 
our ideaSff if we ferioufly meant to 
put an end to huflilit its. 

Much ii.i'.ifjTiation was expreffed 
upon this occLlton,hy a great num- 
ber of mcmbeis, at the infallible dif- 
grace which a conciliatory propofi- 
tion c f fuch- a nature as the prefent 
would bring im the councils and 
cliara^ter of this nation. Sooner 
thanfubmitto fuch an indignity* 
the ref ourccs of this rountiy ongf.t 
they faid, to be ti ied to their utmoft- 
beai-ing : with prudence and man- 
agement they would he found fuf- 
ficient to reduce America to the 
duty it owtd to Great Britaiiu 
Nothing world degrade us morcy 
than after laviihing fo much trea- 
fure, and facrificing fo many tliouU 
ands of our braveft men, to acknow- 
ledge the independence of fubjccta 
who had fo infnltingly bid us dcf« 
iance, and rtfuftd ail terms but thofe 
of their own prefcribing. 8uch » 
prGpofal would only ftrve to render 
the Americans totally untrafiablr. 
It would add frtfh fpirit to their 
councils, and courage to their peoplcf 
while it would, on the other hand, 
deprefs thenfoluticn of our armies, 
and relax the vigour with which 
they had hitherto exerted thtm- 
felves for the caufe and the honour 
of their country. 

After undeiTcing various altera- 
tions, the Conciliatory Bill was paifed 
with the unanimous confcnt of aU 
parties, on the fccond of March. 



GiUf. 



( 894 ) 



% 



CHAP. xxn. 



declaration if France in favour of America 

1778. 



WHILE thde diTpotes and fcT- 
mentatioas were taking place 
in Enf^landy France was prepsring to 
throw off that appearance of peace» 
which ftill remained between the two 
countries. 

Notwitkftanding the Americana 
fliainlained their ground with great 
courage and Tigour, the Court of 
France was not wholly unapprehcnfive, 
that if left much longer to themfeWeSy 
the difficulties that were accumulating 
iipon them, might be produ^iive of 
impatience^ and incline them to fuch a 
reconciliation with the parent ftate^ 
as might fruftrate thofe expcdations 
of a total difmemberment of the Bri- 
tifh empire, which were the fanguine 
and ultimate views which they had pro- 
pofed by cfpouHng the cauife of the 
Colonies. 

They had now experienced three 
years of fuch calamities, as they had 
never known fmce their foundation. 
From a life of tranquillity and eafe, 
they bad been fuddenly launched into 
the midft of perplexities of every deno 
mination. Though numbers of them 
encDuntered the hardihips and danj^ners 
of this direful quarrel, with unfhakcn 
patience and refolution, a ftill greater 
number began to grow uneafy at its 
duration, and eameftly to wifh for an 
accommodation upon any terms that 
might fecure their independence. This 
was an objcd which they were univcr- 
fally rcfolved to maintain at all perils ; 
but tliey were no lefs difpofcd to re- 
conciliation, upon conditiona in any 



other rcfpeft advaatagtous to Gcoft 
Britain. 

fmpeUod by thefc coofideratioov 
the Court of France had imtnediatdlfi 
on intelligence of the convent ioa if' 
Saratoga, taken the refolution to aft. 
an open anil dccifive part in thil 
quarrel. It was the aaiverfal dcfire of 
the French nation. 

Towards the clofe of the yttf- 
feventy-feven, preliminaries of atntff 
of alliance between France and Am* 
nca, were agreed upon, and aooff. 
of them difpatched to Congress, witk* 
advice that the articles were digcAi^' 
and would fpeedily be fettled. Tm 
was done to anticipate any ovrrtuHl^ 
by the Britifh miniftry, and to preiciL 
them, if made, from produdng asf* 
cffedt, by convincing the CoDgrefsdHl 
they might depend upon the fuUedat 
fiftance. 

On the fixth of February, fcvnity»i 
eight, the treaty was finally condodn 
and figned by the contrading parthV 
to the great fiitisfaAion of the whoiB 
French nation. It now fawtheooflH 
pletion of thofe wifhcs, it hadfo loaf. 
cherifhe^ — a difmemberment of ^ 
Bntiih empire, and the commenv 
advantages arifing from the poflefoi' 
of its Colonies, transferred to tfcni" 
fch-es. •'. 

It was ftipulated by this oeldrtBlfc 
treaty, that (hou)d Great Britain, >■ 
refentment of the connedSoo (uuMjl 
between the French and the AncP* 
cans, proceed to hoftilitiei agpi 
France^ or intercept its oai^ 
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:iincrce villi Ametica, they 

Akc It a cummon caufe, and 

li vtittr a !tainlt Great britaiu- 

uinioit uf tl;cir rcfpcdtivc 

i declared that the dired and 
cud oi this treaty ok ailianccy 
lautaia tticduall; the liberty, 
ity, and independence of the 
itatc b of Aiiicricu. 
tiicfc Elates 10 reduce thofe 
AWih iiiuerica iiiU poflcii'ed 
in 9 they wcie to 6e coniedcra* 
.ij or u«:|.eudcnt upunthcm. 

I France take policiiion of 
le iflanoH ill the v\'eit Indies 
g to Great Liitain, they wcie 
le her piopci ly. 

.r iirance nor the United 
rere to conclude any peace or 
ih Great i>ritain without the 
>nfcnt of the other, and they 
engaged not to lay down 
18 unt.i the Independence of" 
its mould have been formaUy, 
liy fecured, by the treaty that 
:d the « ar. 

Dntractiug parties agreed to 
lid aJ.iLit thofe powers that 
.\ed injuries from Great Bri* 
nake a common cuufe with 
td to accede to tiie prefent 
igainit it. 
L^nited States guaranteed to 

II her prefent poiUfiions in the 
jies, together with thofe fne 
quire by treaty at ti.c end of 
, and Irrunce guaranteed to 
ed btatcs^ their independence 
crcignty, abfoiute and un;i- 
the countries and dominion 
cllcd, and thofe they n.ight 
a /America from Britain, dur- 
rcient war. 

1^8 the fubftance of a treaty 
plcted one of the moil aiion- 
volutions ever mentioned in 
-the feparatioQ of a people, 
>ugh divided by the ocean, 
Handed from the fame origtn- 
•d the fame language, laws, 
mX/pcljtks, religion, cjftcxns^ 



habits, manners, inch'nalicpsy and cha« 
rader. United by thefe many pow. 
erfiil ties, they bad continued during 
a fpace verging towards two centuries^ 
on a footing of fuch clofe fricndfhip ' 
and union of intered,^ as raiftd them 
to the highell fuma.it of profpenty. 
1 his pubhc conacdiou was itill fur- 
ther cemented by the numerous bene* 
£ts and endearments arifing from 
conianguinity.. and the remarkable 
affei^tioa and intimacy tliat fubfiiled 
between indiviouals. in whatever 
part of the world ttiey met, they re- 
ciprocally confidcred each other as 
Lngliihmen, and behaved with a cor- 
diality and warmth for their mutual 
welfare, that Ihowed how truly they 
were united in fentimcnts, and how 
fincerely attached to each other. 
What was ttill more furpriling, this 
feparation was iucceeded by the 
lirideli alliance and adherence of one 
part of them, to the ancient and in- 
veterate enemy of both, whom they 
had a few years before jointly contri- 
buted to humble, and who now was 
happy to find an occafion of making 
himfclf amends for former loflcs, by 
foxing the feeds of implacability be- 
twcwU them, and by rendering the one 
an iniirument of his vengeance upou 
the ether 

It was not difficult to forcfec that 
this treaty would defeat all attempts 
to any accommodation between Great . 
Britain and the Americans, that did 
not corrcfpond with the utmoft oF 
their demands ; they Avoidd now 
confider all oii'ers from hence as rc- 
• fulting from ueceflity, and by no 
means from good-will, and a fincere 
defire to be reconciled : they would 
interpret them as the mere effefi of 
fear and wcaknefis, and reject them 
with fcorn and haughtinefs. 

The firft Uep taken by the Court 
ofFi-ance, immediately after tlie 
conclufioh of this ti-caty, was to 
notify it i» dac form to the Court 
of Grc^t Bil*.^ii. T\xt X^viwi dl \^^ 
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•notification were higU^ mortifying 
and gave great uffeHce. 

Such a notificatiuu was, in fact, a 
<!cc!aiatian of war. It coald nui be 
expected that Gr^'at Britain would 
tamely piit up wiih fiich uii infult, as 
dtfcbi iug her rcvukcd lubjects a fi ce 
and independent nation, and acknow- 
ledging a detciTninatiun to fupport 
them in their prctenlii>us. 

TIiiT rcccptio I of this paper was 
notified by the miiiiiler tu the liovife 
of Communs on ttic lixtecoth of 
March.— ->'rhi;i not tee was acconipani- 
td by a iiiclTi^ from the Kin^ giv- 
ing then t4> undcrlland that he 
Ihould be under the ncceiUty ci rt. 
feuting fo unprovoked and uajuil an 
a^greflivin on tie honour of hi* 
Crown, and the interclUof hift king* 
donis, contrary to fulcmn and re- 
iterated afTuranccs, fubvcrAve of the 
law of nations, and higlily injurious 
to the rights of every fuverr^n 
jfower. Relying with proper con- 
iiJence on the zeal and fupport of 
the nation, he was refolv^d to exert 
all tlie force and rcfourccs of this 
country, which, he d^iubtcd not, its 
rncmies would find fully fuiHwicnt to 
maintain : its reputation and power 
a^inii all tlieir attacks. 

An aihlriTs was move J by the 
ininiilcr, in unfwcr to tliis moffauc, 
to alfurc the King of the rer.d:ncfi 
of his people to (land by hi'n in al- 
f.rting the dignity of hij* Ciown, ai d 
tlie honour of the n:ition, an.l to 
f'ih.nit v.-ith chearfuhi-s;& and fp rit 
tn the expcnces thi • would be rc- 
qiiillle for til is uecefiary purpofc. 

The propriety of the fu-^iiance and 

intent ol the adJicfs wab not ccu- 

troveitcd; but it was warmly con- 

teniicd by tppulition lh;it the prcfcnt 

ir.inilliv ought no longer to te cn- 

trn.^dwith the coriiiucl of public 

.•iffjirs. Their in.-apajity and im- 

p;udoncc had ir.viil.cd the realm into 

lo rcany diflicuUfc:, that it vould be 

the ht'j^'-ht of trimencfs and imbe. 

clJlityto acqiJuTce in the conllnuanct 



of their power. If they had fimtrf 

tih^mfelvei inadequate to the m^ 

a^emtrnt of the nation*! coacem 

in the :tranfa£^ions that had preceded, 

was it reafonab!e to imagine tbit 

tliey WiHtId acquit themfdves with 

more ability and iucccf:i in the nuidi 

more arduous biifiocfs that would do* 

d:!irolve upon the hands of choiie who 

were to be at the helm in the teo* 

peiluous feafon that wab approich- 
ing ? 

After a debate that laded tiU iMir 
three in the morning, the addred j 
without the claufc propofed for the 
removal of miniHry, was carried M 
a divifiun, by a majority of ^ 
hundred and fixty three to 090 
hundred and thirteen. 

In the-Houfe of Lords, the dcfaflrtci 
were (lill more violent, and accoii- 
panicd with an acrimouy of langua^ 
and a freedom of thought, tte^ 
fcemed to fcorn all rjftraint. 

The Dakc of Manchcftcr M. tl|e 
way, and infilled in the mod rcfgiuie 
and dfcifivt terms, on the difai$V 
oflhepr.nent v»ini»lry. as a coft- 
diiiou ot approving of any adjrcfi 
thai recoimiKJuka a proficution qf 
war. He rccalicd upon thi» occafryi 
all the arguments io often addiic^ 
in proof of their incapacity, efpccial^ 
tlie continual warnings and prcdio> 
tions tjf what would happen ix\ ca|- 
fcqucnce of ihcir oblUnacy, all w)u^ 
were at tlie prcfent moment liten^f 
verified. 

He was warmly fcconded by ^ 
LorJs in oppofit: jn. Thty exphql^ 
complained of an occult, but iw^ 
filiibk influence, that governed H^ 
feen, and diredied all thofc anha|nf 
(»)ierations tlidt had brought tW 
country to the eliilrefsfiil GtuaUoB 
it now experienced. To this tii^ltf 
power, mlniilry had for ycanfubiw 
ted witli an acquiefcence «d^ fchrilitf 
unknown to former d^S|, 9tid «u^ 
worthy of tl^e charaAer of ft 
me:). Thitf was the gripvanpB 
VvONcd all parties tQ cootntnilii 
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Oflenfibic altrrationg of men 
ffl-c^C'l a change of incafurcs, 
I coiitlnilcd uadcr the fame 
1 gjidmCc ; and wlioevcr 
:o'ini«'c t'j (ippofc it, was fare 
difcirJo*!. 

ry dv:iiitf.1 the charge of yield- 
is fccrct iiifliicrnce, wiih jrreat 
lanJllren^h of cxprelTion, 
il'ned ?.\\ 'inpulTe in their cjn- 

thu of ihiirOA'n pcrfrufion 
^itude ; ibcy were rcaJy to 
examination of their cundudt; 
id erred, it was from mi (take 
vVn *y<x^'^ ncnt, but by no 
rf>'igh ai) i.nplicit, or fcnal 
nee, as it had been inpnuatcd, 
judgment aud diclalcs of 

•cfcnt time required unanimity 
Timon defence. The a Idrcfs 
to the Houfcrccom^neiidedj 
n more. It was utterly un- 
;r, at this critical hour, to 
\i ai objfft a point of dif- 
Without ufiariinity ir.c af- 
leklirijdom, gicatly as liiey 
>arralTi'd, would be thrown in- 
jnfufion, as t<» endanger its 
rnce. It would be time tn- 
cr providing for the jjcneral 
inititute an inquiry into the 
uf minillcrs ; but it would 
ore pcrfonnl pique than pub- 
to call them to an account 
when all the abilities of men 
rtie^, wt.uld be wanted i'or 
dialc fervice of the (late, 
who profcfled impartiality 
diilinguKh between mifcon* 
, misiortune. True it was, 
ishad mifcarried ; but that 
roof they were imprudentlv 
Many caufes independent of 
1 vigi'ance and fagacity, 
icur in defeat! n,a^ the beft con- 
(i^jrns. It was rafh and in- 
in oppofition, to cijndemii 
rs of public meaCures, ifiere>y 
lit of their -fai-ure. The 
s weil acquaioted with the 



diffiiru'ty of the ta/k impofed ur-cn 
them ; but the national honour w.is f«» 
deeply concerned in it, th.t unbialfed 
people were eq-ially convinced oi' the 
neccffiiy of n-.t fhiinking from it; 
arid would readily forgive them, if. 
after having aded the part uf men, 
they had not executed what was 
found impraifticaMe 

It was replied by oppofition, that 
it was principally at fuch critical times 
as the prefent» that it became the 
duty of P.irliamentto idift upon the 
rcmov.sl of obnoxious minidcrs. Fads 
were llronger than all argument ation^ 
and they pr. vcd, beyond the power 
of denial, tiiat miuiflers were unfor- 
tunate III all their enterprises. Thif 
was a fulHritnt reafon for the public t9 
wiihdrav its confidence from them. 
The timts were too prcfling to enquire 
in? o the caufes of their niifcarriages ; 
th.'lc wer c To perpetual and unvarying 
that the patience of the nation was ex- 
hauilel. '1 hey (howed there muii ht 
a railed fouice «»f impropriety at the 
bottom of ail their projeds. that ren- 
dered thf m impracticable. It was in- 
dirpcnlible, therefore, to commit the 
management of afFnirs intoother hands. 
They could not be worle adminiflered 
than at prcfent : and a chani^cof men 
was the only chance left to produce 
sin a:ter?tion for the better. 

It was o'^fei ved at the fame time, 
that notwi hflanding thepn^v.^caticin 
given by France, by this p'.;:)Iic de- 
claration in favour of the Colonic!", 
there w?s no apparent and immedfiite 
neceflity for plunging ii to a war with 
fo formidable a power. Ml the cmVar- 
fafled fituation of th's !. ing'om. ' "Ix 
treatment We had recefvrd r^' i Fiance 
Was verv mortify inj7 ; hut ifive ri'ere 
wilf , we (hould fup^refs .nr refcnt- 
fnent at the prefeni h'>i'r, ar ' reserve 
it for a more corvmi nt oppmtnnity. 
In the continual vicifiituf e oi p'<iiical 
events on the continent * f E..ropv:, we 
need not wait l»-n»; for a favn^iraWe 
ocaKfioo of muraui^ tL^ Usii ^x^^ 
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utl>y Fiance !n iIk priTii! 
K< r <iiuul(i wc i'ur^ct, x.'. 
ourfi .■.VI, :i firmer occ.iruiiii, a-tiil 
a y.\.- I'.i' ;jr i.i that of Ahi.-h v.-e non' 
f.j ini- ■■""I'v «:>"npbii. J. V.'htr tV.c 
;:o---ii l'i. !iJ rri.viM.-M of the NV- 
ti;orhnci.'.t.r..«:,.ffll:>-yuki:oi"S;...iii, 
Ei.^lhn 5 : -fri: ,u\t<l t.ic i: in t!.- iiuv-: 
.-.-... :..!■ ".aiJct d-J «-.«■ 'liK United 
Kt-i;^« oi Ai.-.iiit:;. VVlicn Fran« 
i:i\i:".v.i=t>...il.:. e..;i ."T'.iUoi... wt- 
I ..I.: ii --ui' t;uljiii:.9 to i.iU'iftre, and 
t.. . ., ,u.V .'„ ..i.tfe <.f one of the 




iftance. fjil to encounter fuecL-fsfiilly in oarpv*.. 

we I'iul L'-it iiluilion j kj [lie CxJai, 

1, j.'tiil (h^u-ci nur difcTclion in yiLlIln; la 

> t'.'e noM* iitrcellltri which wji b liuty itcira- 

liL'.iL on ail r>Ji ! poliiiciani,anJ •.bitA 

th-.- '..-ifeil jii! b:aveUaf me.i hadniKi 

I •.■.an, UT ih-ir prodicr, t:learlf pNwd 

liiey aL'k:oujIed oo dtfj^rsce. 

Tliii u'u one uf the icvcrcft ■Itnu- 
Ii..» tint ever teU uut in the Honfe 
of Lord* 1 it u-vattenJcd with pM> 
: xuUr virulence and perf-JiiAlit/. Ol. 
putting t)ie queftiim, thi addteft m. 
carritfii, ditellcd of ;tny cenfure on isi* 
ru!c of niltry, bya majoiity, upjn tkedifilisii 
-.■J-. . T ■ c=. ;.-ry miiiiHry of o^;: hun.1red,a^<iinn tliirty-f:i. 
tt:itLiij. V'.ai .:!ri nmung The licehralioa of Fiance in f; 
ici^hbuurs, lo itie ,. . ' . wn in- uf AmrTic; though it ciaCpctattdl 
iifui.ititingby thrirdiviii.ins. It ttir naiioii old oi in the leaft furpriw 
by a Itiiclandcuullaulobfervancc it. The preparations that had fi 



tl>a 



grMivil pnneesand 
In fjleiMid a iijui 



Ri.-h. 1 

ij [DHL 



FlaTiV 



. .rIoli.iKf. 

fifeil i«iv of -e\L'ii(ring' 

ubvfoii.] 



a'l the I 

e u<j fecnt, atdit 

aiHake thcirintcrfi- 

, upon ttiis orofiMt 
■ i opinions «^« 



nJ fruidi-l's r 



«hio' 



o-lu-l 



iM 'i-,v-0 4J..p:LJ.had li.is :iii- 
i:ieil rlvdlalTiinL'thhi'lilce opportunity 
ofcl..i:ij; her injurw, wc on^ht ratl.iT 
to 'i:rnuu[ in[l';,Mutiiin upon ttiat mi- 
I'i iiy, •.rVjfe inilii-cil'ity lia<l bmught 
ii m ifiy e.'.ljmitleij upo.i the nation ; 
:i li t J lire, Jt the fa-n;; limi-, the furcft 
ii tJ mull (ilivioiii meaiii of rxtriniin^ 
imrrt'ti*. P'll'-nce pointed at a 
ric (^t'l'iion of .V n'jric:in independency, 
«• ihc in;<1 e'^eilual Wiutcver dent 
Ijilsm w-c now pn>pywi f;>r 
dud :ibroad, II . cD wc too!;. 
yhm iW\), wl' fiiould liU c-mtinui 
IisrltL'f error 4;id dISculty. Ther« 
was inuih :'inre of danger in rqect- 
ing tliait of dilhnnour in adopting it : 
by t'lc firft we laid oiirfelvci open to 
s combiaMtioa ofeaeiait:!, toopuwe;* 



of the luni;been .n 
ilten had mnde that kiogdoiii, u 
Queen Eliza- was inpul^le tt: 
and Cardinal tions 
„ii -iiled with The piihlie w 
; I 11 to Tirh no Kfi divided ii 
■.'1.1 ..fit, Hie ti:is thnt event, thaa the I'a 
I'.mf.-'.v'.'t wouM had aicwn itfelf.in chc dcbat.ltlHt 
were carried on «ii!i tj much »e- 
heni.:nfc inhoth Hoiifi-i It rcnfci 
th.anlipathytoa p.nvi-r, of which tk 
a-nbition wasfo u-el! known, anj hat 
cuH this nation fueh iinnunfe trcali 
and fo Tnuch bl'iod to rrprcfd. TW 
piurpc^uflhi,' further facriticftaf ton 
and m im y, that would now be reqoiF- 
t'd (<i oppiife it) hoftlle viewi, kJniDei 
afrelh the re(cntn)«nt of uhl injonc^ 
and in f"me meafure prepared At 
people to unite wiili zeal and "cb<i(> 
fulncfi, in the efT.'ne that now IjeMU 
^Ji.itcly ntccflary to face Uui'h- 
d natural cnciny. 
Tiie people uf France imMmi'Jt 
(hat on deeUrini,' thi ' tfelMi'tlUMMU^ 
and prottAon of America, the tidii* 
flcmation in England wuiild have tail 
fucli ti inllantly tu induce the ^U. 
ti(h miniltry to accelrraic an aj 
modatioQ with Aincnea up6- 
Utms ) and that . the fjiirii ot * 
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1 havr been (o d-^prcflcdj as 
ink at onci' intr« dcfpuir, and 
government, fror/. its coa- 
thc general dependency, to 
ribed to any conditiuns that 
nd America Iho aid have 
:aCed. 

'as the opinion entertained 

igated by the French and 

erous partifans throughout 

But there were alfo many 

ited from them ; and who 

»re 'Aridl and impartial in- 

ito the charadler of the Bri- 

I, forefaw and foretold that 

i ^T^ of France to the ciufc of 

-• •' of bringing about a 

. v-'o'.M, on the contrary, 

i:* prci":';: the war, and in 

lences txtei.d it perhaps to 

of the globe. 

m, it was faid, fo long ac- 
to give laws on the ocean, 
yield, without a fevere con- 
pcriori: v to any other on 
nt. Some there were, who 
ic derh'ne of the dominion 
1 on the fca ; and prcdifted 
t Britain would in its turn 
tlie fame revcrfe. But thcfe 
that the difference between 
tain and the Seven Pro- 
fuch as precluded all kinds 
fon. Three kingdoms iii- 
he Britiih iflaiids, compof- 
rnfe traft of land, inhabited 
c who lived on the produce 
which was known in moll 
ie in fertility, and to exceed 
ion, the moft plentiful re- 
urope. Its commerce with 
untries was founded on its 
nodities. Its natural pro- 
'ere fo valuable, as to excel 
nil thofc of all other places ; 
rications were fo cftecmcd, 
ery where in particular re 
I (ituation as an ifland, af- 
ultitude of advantages for 
»g on of naval bufmefs, 
)ther part •£ £arope pof- 



feflcd II equal propwtion hi :;ar- 
bourswcre more numcroua and <:.»n-" 
v^nient, anti the adj ;iiiin^ j\ , if.M-d- 
ed greater profit by th'.ir f i; trie?., 
than any othera in r-uropv* -X. .• 10* 
this, tiie niMnbcr an'* cci:»ri:^c of the 
natives, tiieir llrengtii au'l ixp-rtnefs' 
at -fea,. their higii f^irit, V.ur pro-" 
digioub liches, the exjcllcncc of thoif 
govern nent, the refoiirces they pof- 
iefTrd within themfelves, the activity 
and ptrievcraac* of their difpor:?!oE. 
All ihefe were oLiectsOf ccmidciatio*' 
that ou^^t to bjv*uly wci^'/i.v.d, hciotc 
peoph ventured to pror.nuuee that 
their (ate would be fimilar to tl:a: of 
the l;ntch, and tljt aftvr havihg af- 
tonifncd the world :.y t^icir tra-ifient 
grcatntfsat fca, they would, like them 
lofc it, and no longer remain that for- 
midable ^wcr, which had rendered 
them fo long confpicuous. 

The Dutch were Undoubtedly A 
brave and illuftrious people. Their 
ftruggles agamll Spaiii for the ef'-* 
tablifiment cf their librrty, and their 
reiiftance of the invafions of Frances- 
would always be remembered highly 
to their honour. But their countrf) 
was neither extenfive nor feitilc. It' 
drew its fubGfbenceemirely fromabroadf 
Its commerce was precarious, as it did 
not arife from the produce of its owij 
foil, and dcpciuJcJ on the want of in*' 
duftry in othcf nal-^^f The pio- 
grefsmadeby theie .u ♦» •....;.> 
mcnt of their own coij-.;.\. ; . .: m 
manu&dluiing the mateiia.s * \ ^ : f?ir 
owngrowtii, had proportiopi^l • Icf- 
ftned the commerce of i-; 11 -!•,»'. It 
would in time rtvtrt .0 its ; irr.rMvc 
inconfiderablenefft, (\ o\H:'. K'i a ;»t ». on- 
tinue the cultiv. t on of tra.le and agri- 
culture with the fame attentiiM and 
care it had done for many years. 

Such were the difcuifio'is tliat took 
place about this time in v^iriou- v^\^l^ 
of Europe, in thofe eipccipiiy v.htre 
people were folicitous to lind reafont' 
to hope that Great Britain wouki (Ink. 
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unJor the licivy tri.il thai was prepar- 
ing for Ikt. 

I'lic ir'rcnch, purfuint to the pre- 
cCilc-.'.L ill il'ic iatj »var , rci'lvci ta 
perpl :v tne coa..j-ls ut thia coan.r)' 
wiiii tti: icTtrtji- uf nn i'iVjiij<>>i. »]tjl. 
tiuijc) ot rcg. .i.^:.ts vvcic aiTcmbicd 
from .U parts ul tnt fcicj^c}j:n, dad 
ma.'cuvd do'v:i to tlu ici ii..c, iviii.i-e 
they ioniicJ iir^r^ c.Kaai^m:»Ui op- 
poliie lu tnc ihurL'A ot i>ritjiii. 

'ili\>4ir;ii ail inv.ili'iii ««iis by 'no 
t|ie4ns a<>prcLe.iJ%ii at fit piiiciic 
hour, as ii couii i.ox, ;a gnud p.)!icy9 
take p'.jco, liil a iupcrijr/.y wa*. (»d« 
tain.-d a. um ; yci to qu)ct (he ap« 
prvii'jnfMiis of lac pjo^lc, Ui.i di (hc*JV 
all Ej:- li^e, Ai Avl as trie Frtncti, 
thai iiiuain was ^vcll ^^rcp^rcdlo meet 
thcnii oriJci'A were iiried to dra^v out 
anicmboiy tticmiiitia, wuicti. happily 
for ttiis L'oii'iCry, wdi nu>v co!n(>oU'd 
of men in every rclpc^^l a» wctl ex- 
crcifcd aivU dilciplinud ai a:iy regular 
trr*ops. 

Great complaintt, however, were 
Blauet L'lia: a iqaadron 3f twelve (hips 
of the hne, under comtnand of the 
Gojnt d'CtUiiig. hsid failed from Tou- 
Ion unubilruCtLHt . America was un- 
doubtedly theobjed of its dcllination ; 
but no Iqiiacroit had been empIo)ed 
cither to dilpute its paffagc itiroiigh 
the Straits of Gibraltar, or to follow 
4ud watch iti; mot ion s. 

This matter was taken up with 
grcit M armth in Putliament ; aiid much 
cenfii/e palFedon miniHry for kiot acting 
with more vigilance in a cale of I'ucn 
importance. 

In iiK ncan time, t -c reality and 
Imminence of the dantrtrK with which 
the kmijd'jin wis fuiT^Jindcd, eagu^ed 
theattcntioii of both Hniif'.s in the 
moil I'cnous manjicr. I'he Co.amonjun- 
aniin >ufly paflfcd a vote «if credit, to 
enable tiie Kin^ to put the nation in a 
ftate of imme iiatc defence ; and in 
tbe lioufe of Lordii a motion was nude 
by the Duke of Richmond to recall the 
fleet und ai my from Amerita, audio 
ioQboia wb^rc they might prote& 
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tliofe parts of the Britifli rfuminjiin 1 
t Aat \ik^ moll cxpultd to the cocaij^ . 1 

I'll 14 mouon occaliuiicd a kfexcddci 
bate. I boic iiorus whu ciyuuled:th| 
Liuice • opinion, lupportcdit with niBf 
llioug ar^umci.Ui urav^a Iroui tttc aei 
cclixr/ ot coiiluUiu^ tUeprCicnraHMiof- 
tiic realm, which was uuwv tiirc<liMi' 
iilclt iu (.vtdcntSy. thai uaca ii im 
p.jccd } u a puiture ot vijrorout t^ 
Uiidiiiic, it wuLilii be inoli MtI taioly t|bc 
n.ilubjcwt, a^aiull \^huh a liirqga 
aU3CA wuuia be directed. .; 

i. :iolc who utiappi uvcd oFthe mm; 
tioii, cuuLcuded Luat the icnuusia^ 
liiciigih oi r<.k;i;Iar forcci, added i^ 
ttic ;i.uitia, wmcQ in itb preieut ililt 
\^a3i link, if 4t ail iaitnor to Itits^ 
uoaid corapule' io numerous aud iui^ 
n.iviaoic au aruiy.as need uot ap|m 
hcuti ail) invaliou whatever ; aaU liut 
1 1 ic Hex I was iua condition to mA 
ttiat ol FiaiiCe v^itU every reaiMukk 
liupc cf lucceli* 

VViiilc K cured in this manner fiw 
any holtile aacnipt ai luuitiy tiR-rc »is j 
nooccaUun d«.ipainiigi) to throw qj 
ail hopes ot iucLucdiiig abroati. 'l&e \ 
ieiiiiquilhi4 cntof our Cu.iwnes wuuii 
lox\ei u& in the ciltnuiiiou oi sU 
Lurvpe. it wae tApecitd that Utt 
Lull v«e could do, was itoLl/ to Uiug^v 
^ic ior a dominion lo iou^ our o«a^ 
Were we to lolc it, uc uuiuughtt^' 
prcicive our reputation, but 
would certainly be lit by tlic 
clo:im;:ul cf our ^nieiivuii oepeud^ 
ciicics in the uuiiuer piopoUd i it- 
would be like reireatiu^* trom. the 
held ('f battle on tl^e vciy ap|.uutf6C 
ui ttie fuc. 

bucU were the regions (offered b| 
tbou who diUpprc>Ld oxthe propoial 
to abandon Autcuca. 'ihc majmilf 
fiicd witli thein, and it was dcieraia* 
ed to fupport tlie contclt wkh the. ai* 
liiuii pf rieverance. 

lu trie mean time the inquiry iMi 
the tute of the nation continued vki 
unabated afliduiiy iubotii Houfcfc ' 
the Houic of Tecrs, the .Sui^L 
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what rclutcii tu lliC naval 
It L }' luc iJiiiic ut jjuitua 
i»uti^ <it Liiiii^U'.::! aAiil.ba- 
•roa^til all i.uucra ict;iiinj 
luci .'. clciir au^l pLi'ipi«.uuu:» 
:iiit as aHtiioija .liiUdA^Ltion 

U i(«iilc iciijw:v.Lft kU ililnlitiv. 

luoriiiUkiwa il ai.orUcd v,ds 

L.t; u.:::oa 111 - iiicir ^tup^r ' 

V put an c::J to th^^tlaboiiou's 
aiw inciuiry, Ly ui;c i^t ilic 
lulc: fiiii «iijiuiutcii ipivdC!) 
Lad Lccii p'onou.iCcu i.i iti-it 
iij prw^uiua iiiLci.t was u 
:: l!:c i hiuiic uic real unuil* 

tsuiu tl'iit inquir) ; liic pru- 
ttic a«.iininiilriiiiuu ci tuc 
he actcctiVL lUlc ut ilic iiavy, 
:uiiipcicijcc to the exigencies 
c at Iti'.j pcriiuui kaiun, ui:d 
lliiiii^ ciccuii;Utioiiut itm puU- 
n tliitc Y(..irs war. Siicli, lie 
/vere ihc coiilcqiieuces ul the 
ce ur.J incaj uv.lL) ut tlit pre- 
tcrs. incy hau milled the 
liilijcd tlieiuitre ol tl.e Lri- 
.1, oilmcir.bLrLd the empire, 
c I iibiic treaiureSy iirpuir-wd 
. and coinmetce oi tlieuaciuiiy 
itb uin'iS, atid weakened its 
A'er. Attci iXLjiiug a civil 
eei] the two ^Hi.eipal parts 
riiith empire, ti.ey liad, by 
tiiiate rciuidi, of proteiitd 
tior.,drivcii the oiiepartjin to 
i:c witli the ^reaiilt eiicmy ot 
uiiir}, and luvoivcd ic in the 
ian^^tii it had ever cxptrieuc- 

;i variety cf other expreflioas 
jinte'^ and fevere, he infilted 
. done bei'ore, that the only 
if fafcty wa^ tu recall the 
rcc5 iiroin the Colonics, and 
Cic an accomiTiodation with 
aUif jso/l jJvjiiita^efu* terms 



that tiottld be ofctGincd. For thefc 
iLdL>aa he aiovcd an aadrefs to. thai 
parpcls. 

l:i lais opinion, however, oppbCiion 
wd^ not uiiauinious. Tlc* £.torl o^Ciiai- 
ha.ii r.a.twd it with a iUtnjtU ul de- 
ttrai:uai;on» aiid a vcii.ciuaice of 
ipcce!', that, wcie ?»-wuIiarou i-his oc- 
caiioii. ihe liar! ot iihelbuin, whulc 
tioqucuCv I.UU auiiiiicrf had Icnj rca- 
deiLii . hi 111 cui.l^iicuoiis, ernuraccd 
liiv.iUi fLuUneuts. 'i'Uey jointly cou- 
liu^rtd ihc iaJipcadency ot iijnerica 
Zi Liie terniiuacivsii of Lritiih grandi.;ir4 
'1 lie lailcr emphatic-uy lliiea u the 
•* iv.itin'^ lOr ever ot Liie britifh l-au," 
All c»in -CIS and all trials were to be 
eneounicicd h>oner than lubniit to 
luch a dil;r.eaiberri*ent. Great Bri- 
tain was in pulllliioii of ainpie re- 
luurees to ptevent luch a diUlter. 
1 he nuniberb and ipirit o( her peo- 
ple, ti.eir riches and their Itrcngth 
. were gi eater th;in hti Iocs lun-ceied, 
and even than (he herfe.f cuuivi wcU 
alcertain till they had been jultly tried. 
'1 he greatnL'l'stiiwhi'Ji ihe had riicn was 
the ttfectof her bold and daring genius 
It was by foaring above timid rules ar.d 
venturing out ot the ordinary tracK. 
of common puhticians, tiiat the 
noble and flupendous fabric of i5ii- 
tifh power had been erected, and her 
doininioiK extended to every quaiter 
cf the globe. 1 he fame couneiU tiiat 
had railed her fo high? would Kill pre- 
fcive her glory unim^;aired, it ttiey 
were fo:.owed with the lame fpirit 
that firit dictated thein. 

Themajoiiiywas againil the addreis 
as before. A proteli was ligned^ 
howevcr> upon this occalion, by twen- 
ty Peers ; wherein they condemned 
with the utmoit freedom and alp erity 
of language, the delign to perhft in 
the mcafures carried on in tae Colo* 
Dies. 

It was during the debate of this day 
that the £arl of Chatham, whih: en* 
gaged in a warm fpeech again (I the 
acknowledgment of t^m^TvcaiXv \w^^- 
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ftiat put ail end to Bis difcoarfc. It was 
tlie laft that he ^er fp6ke in that 
Houfc liv died about a month after 
on the cicventh of Mar, in his 
feventicth year, leaving behind him 
the char after <.f one of the greaielfc 
oralors and Piatcfmcn, this or any other 
country had ever product d l^he 
grcatell honours were paid to hia 
nnemory. His eminent fervices to thia 
country, and the high degree of 
fplendourand power to which it arofe' 
lender his admin iftration, were ^te- 
fuUy and earneftly commemorated' in 
both Houfcs of Pariamenty efpecially' 
ia that of the Commoni'. Hh r'cma&i^ 



were in ccrred> and amagnifieeiit nm# 

ment e^cfttd' to ^hia remembrance ilf 

WeftmiDfter Abby, at the pubKc" or- 

pence. Noi' did the gratitude of ikr 

nation irft here. Ai from the cxeeflhr 

diiintcrrftednefs "of \m charafter, be 

had left his family in circomfbnes 

unequal to the dignity towh'chheM 

been raifed* provifiin was niadefa 

the payment of hU debu and aH hba^ ' 

ourable income "was feti-cd upon hil' 

pollerity. *^"* 

On the third of June a period'^ 

put to this memorable fcdion ; notMii' 

ever without the bud comphli&trof^ 

oppofition* * 
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n/a^ions and Military Operationr in America. 



1778. 



th; Parliament of Great 
1 wai take!! up in the 
ins that emyloyed the 
abilities of its membtrt 
nportant feflion, the a* 
;rcfs vrerc no Icfs bufily 
riiinor conae6ii'jns with 
f this country, and pre- 
i's to thjfc dv.'figns a- 
whlch, from the pcrfe- 
)f its charao^cr, they 
t would labour to force 

the declaration oflndc- 
: Con::rf^:' h id delvrmin- 
iov this jj-irpolc the moft 
ble individuals it could 
vcral v.'jr*: accordingly 
ffc'ent C'jurts aud lUtfs 

wri'jre the/ acquitted 
f -he buftnefs committed 
;o, with ^^rcAt acutcncis 

• 

.fe trnr.fu^lions were or- 
atttntion of the pulitici- 
;e, the Britifh and Ame- 

wcre confined to their 
:r8. Valley For^e, where 
{hinp;t<m was pofled in a 
, had nothing to rccom- 
its pofitit»n. From thence 
fcrve all the motions, and 
pprtzed of every defign of 

commander. Notwith- 
af^ual inferiority in point 
ic lay in a country, where, 

emergency, he could be 
ith a ftiength fufiicient to 
enterprise that he might 
r to projed. TJiC-Iiid- 



denneft of his attack at German town 
was not forgotten, and the fertility of 
his mind in the invention of plans and 
mean« to iiarrafo and attack, were ez« 
pcrimentaliy known. The Amcricaot 
too, were no longer new and inexpert 
in miiitaf7 nuitiers. In the courfe of 
thrte years, they had fo well profited 
by conlfinuil experience, that they 
were well inured to the fcrvicc, and 
difplayed, occafionally, equal courage 
and fkiU. 

Againfl fuch a General, and fncU 
men, it was ncceflary to keep a per- 
petual guard, efpecial'y as it was in 
thefc unexpcfled onfets they were moll 
dexterous and to be apprehended. To 
obviate all dangers of this kind, the 
Britilh General dircdled redoubts ar.d 
L'nes tobeconflrudlcd around the city 
of Philadelphia, by which it was ef- 
fectually fecured againft any furprizc. 

'^1 he army that had been under the 
command of General Burgoyne wat 
now at Boilon ; from whence, on nt 
arrival tliiiher, it had cxpcdleii, ac- 
cording to the articles of capitula- 
tion, to have been fliortly tranfported 
to England ; but difficulties totally 
unforefeen and unexpcdted, now llood 
in its way. 

It had been requcRed by the Bt itifh 
commander, that the embarkation of 
this army ihould take phce either at 
New York, or at Khode Ifland, for 
the greater COD venicncy of the fliippiiijg 
indead of Bofton, from whence, ac- 
cording to the letter of the Conven* 
tion, they were to take their depar- 
ture.— fia it Yf» liuv. ^;.\s^u\^\ >>xix. 
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this propoM would be Ci)mp!ied with, 
the ^.';w were now a-rivcJ Jn the 
harb'jiir of Rhodj IHanJ, and wait- 
in j lUirc r>r the arrival of the 
troops ; but t;> th'/ir qrcat farpri/.e, 
iheCrigrtfa po.'itiv^Iy rcrafc! lh,*:n 
the pcr-Tii'Ti m t-.> em!>ar!c, mvL-r pre- 
tence of ill fjipc'-hn^ tliat fmi icr 
dc!i;jns were iateii'l'.' I on their put. 
The di-p;irtare of (Ijne ral 3.ir^'jyn», 
anvlthe :\pTiy uaJ-r hi n, wis r.if;>:rn 1- 
cd till the Court oF Great Brit;«m h'ld 
notified t') C')n^r« in explicit and 
f'lrmil termsy its nitiiicatio:i of the 
Convention at Saratov In thit 
mnnnera bodf of neir fix thoafand 
Tcterans were detained prifoners, and 
the apprehenfions of the Ucttiih army's 
beinrr reinforced with a like number 
completely removed. 

On the return of the fprinj, the 
Biitifh troopi in Pliiladelphia made 
fcveral faccefsftd exciirfioris, in order 
to pr»)cure forage, and open the com- 
munications necclTary for the convey- 
aniT of fiipplies. In the mean tinie, 
tlio Con^rcfs vtm indefitiirahh" in re- 
c:)i riacT ^'^ cvtry method wliich it conM 
devif', to i'ncourarc the people refo- 
I'ltely to nrcpire fir the next cam- 
piiirn. It w:is confidently circulated 
rhronc^hoiit ihr Colonies, that, i'l all 
Iin'habilitv» t hi* would hr the la!L 

Oi'ncral NVafhin rton was fully con- 



vl'jccd tha« the followin;' rampnlirn, 
ifnit entirely decifive, would hrin:»' 
in-»'UT'»tof'U'h in ifTae, as wou'd ef- 
f'jiiiallv influence the r'mainder of the 
war. In order to avail hi^nfelf of 
rverv advuiti'^e that f>rt!iiie or <^>l>d 
condth^"^ could procure, he determined 
to efF'.'*^ fi^h a u form at ion in the 
riifcip'ine of h^s army, a* niit^htat oni-e 
remove all impoJimeuts to its quiekcft 
xn )^ions. 

In ord'.T to increife* at the f?me 
time, a ^lartia! fpint nmon;*' the U;»»>rr 
c-affcR, it was recommfnd-d by a pu- 
blic rcfolui ion of Con, 'rrrfs, to all the 
youn;r ^ntlrmen of the different 
Colon rt^, to form themt'clvcainto cot^- 
pdnica ofcdvdlryg to Tcrvc altVicir ov?a 



rxpencc durini^ the cs^pil 
rmfinff then fuclt treatmeRl 
tent ion as were due to their i 

VV?uie the Cjaiipneft was 
the a-Tan;:»cnij:ita necd£icj 
fj!a*e defence, the BritiA' « 
ef]'ialiir tilcen up in prepwii 
vlnr.jpin* prirccution for I 
cjmoji'rn. Tiiev prom: felt! 
a reiii force ment of twenty 
men, and entertained no dot 
fiich an addition of flrength» 
complete period to the waf h 
cud of the year. 

From the continual ImI 
which tliev were cn^f^, 
no-.v contrafled an intereft ia 
which madetnem confider it 
own, and ren<lered them eag 
ininate it in the manner that 
firft hjld ont to them,— 4>f i 
aid a total fubjeftion of the 4 
tlie terms prcfcribed by BrSta 

S ich WIS the difpjfition 
Rritiih armv* when the int 
arrived about the middle of . 
tlie conciliatory Mil brought! 
liament by the mini :len 

Tiie furprife and indium 
preiTi'd by the whole army 
occiti m, (h.^wed how little 
per^e.l anaUer.ition of fentii 
En;::! and, and how warmly 
foriheciufe. It jrrieved ti 
the (hie of fu;Knority, which 
hitherto afTiiricd with the \m 
was to btf laid allde, and l1 
w re to be treated on terras of 
The alpinn T hopes they-uwl < 
of be i n ^ foon able to crufkatt r 
were now to be converted u 
cefltons to an enemy they 
contempt, and looked Itpoflf 
than half conquered* :■ -A 

Such were the fcntiMi 
whii-ii the Britiflk n3iK>^ 
the intellierract of thfltoridSl 
Loth oiHcer. and foUiara «|| 
curred in ths warmaftijihuiAa 
anprcr and neCmtaKOto 
tsnu vWx coekai^ offtU 
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red tb«frfelvn as mm d^T-ived 

I 

Ir honour, and an if a vi^triry 
:n uujuftly fnatchcd au£ nf their 

le ftativrs of DritP.in felt f'lch 
it)3, thole of the Ainciicin 
h were inexpreiffb'y ii^rfitcr 
iH»\v favv i}icm(elvc8diveftc\l for 
all ihc hopes thev h.iJ for:neJ 
\^ Teiii^.itcl in their forni-r 
I ami nofrtflion* In firm con - 
; oF lliis, thty h;id openly taken 
IS in thj caufe of Britain 
ncnt from their own conntr)-, 
landt'nmc-nt by another, was 
aid tlivy, to be their future 

)oii ns this bill was arrive \ it 
rcfiiliy circuhted amo.irr i^c 
U by tlie agt-nts to the Bririfh 
I. Tien t ; but it proved '.f h'tlle 
and met with fin.dl notir.e. 
f!^» in orc^er to (ti.rv iheir df- 
of It, ordered h to be publickly 
in tlie newfpapcriJ. Governor 
hntl fert fevfral copies of ft t") 
1 W I'^ingt oil, rc-q!ieiHm^ t.lnt 
id p-rrinit t':iL*:n to bv circidited 
'.rmy. The General reta-ni'^i 
infvver, inclofin'^ a printed copy 
a public paper, with th^; rc- 
.«? of th^ Congrcfs in CDufc- 
of i- . 

c ref»1iit!ons were, that who- 
uld prefnme to make any fc- 
I'reement wi'fi the Com:nif- 
appoMitc 1 by G-eat Brit i*n 
>e deemed a public enemy to 
J ; that the United States 
:?t with any prnpriety hold any 
>nd?;n'.?e with the Comrn'fiion- 
efsthe BritiTii fleets and annies 
cviouflr withdnwn, or the in- 
•ncy of the Uirited .States 
f acknowledged. The con- 
ar4ied at the fame time the 
5 not to fuffer themfelves to be 
Tinto fecurity by any offers, 
ifc their mod (Irenilou* cxcr- 
I fend their refpe^l^'vc proper- 
troops to the field with all 



dil'.;ence. Fn thefe rcfolutions Coa- 
grcfs was unanimous. 

In tV:i' b.'i.innin »■ " •• •, Mr. 
Si':u.':>ri Dennt an v< d frcm '':■.: 1 c t a: 
Yors. I nw':, tl'f I. fi;'' n<.-- c^frh ', in 
f rel's twr fi"c.' »!!■• IMtl': Hi-Oiv 1 
taken iJofR-inji) >* .* »■! 1 ■ I'li i 'e 
bniii-^lil wit • h'ln t\,.vos of r'/ t v.i 
treaties of c(i.n.n»'rc.' an ' •rliaic: bc- 
t^vcei) Fran^-t an i tl ..' Uni" r ' Sin'ei,. 
in onier lO rrccivr tlu ra'iiic it-on of 
Congrefs. f-Tc l.n'd h-. f)rc t?'*ni ?'l 
the particula-s rcKitin ' t- ♦liv .i.^-o- 
t' at ion, ana a variety of * tl er iutci-il- 
tiig accounts. 

The contents of th/fj fc -era! 'Mf- 
patchcs were immciiirit'ly c »m'nii'Ti- 
cale.l TO thf public, an! fprciji fqrt* 
w.i- lakt'n to r. preftrnt tlie con lii.l '»f 
France in the ui jil ndva-r .^;\(ius co- 
lour h. 

Btfiiles th/ intcii; .;cnce r.^^ 'tinci^ to 
the a:i:.;:JCc w»'Ji I'r.'fice, the pto i|'.» 
were i!ifo»'med t flit i."i'iid,.i 1 ".i -j 
«,f America was a f i,.^rite ohj vil .vit-i 
all the com lie re I. d pavers in ?. if -.'i*. 

In a idition tothisinfv.-. 1 rio 1. 1", j 
were afTur^d, that it wh toe ojini ^n 
of all tliofe wh»> wcvec >nvorfnT In tiie 
aflFairs of Brit:iN, that th'.* voiiM n.it 
hold out monMbaiT oae eanipai'^r. n 
Anicri«.a ; tli.it lier refourci'** ^vlti 
iie:i! ^xliauilc'd. as her cretlit vas f«» 
TTuch reduced ; that the 'noft fei m 
d;-.n jers w»'r" inipen'm > upon her; up- 
ward: o' threeG^ore tlioMi i d nr:i were 
enca tined on the cotK df N^.inin.'v 
aiid Bri» ••my, rea 'y f ^r an Ini.'nediatc 
defcent u »o;i Ei da )1 : tbar t'le n^vy 
of the Ho'iie of lV)Ujboii ani.>nnted 
alread to no ^fs than two hn.idre I 
and fevr-ntv ftll, ready for ^c:^, a'.d 
was daiV incnarin-;; th ;t in »he 
midd off) manv enemies, Brit:\in In I 
not a fi tfle fri-nd : the cliara'^er of 
thofe who ^roverne:! t'lit ha'i;;;}!ty 
peopK* had indifpofed a t the v\o''d 
a^ain'^ thenn and the»r h-imliri'-n: 
wa^ the iinivCi f-tl wlfh of ev -i v llatc in 
Kurope, without exL\ptiun. 
Such wet e the reprci'cutauoas of Con- ^ 
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jTcfs ;»T IPC people of the CoVt'iits nt 
liM".'* ; ''.cv wi' I.' recti ivt.d u'.Oi l?'ic 



7 • 



l'» 1*1 i,l r.-u I. « '.I'iarc* '..■tl; l''r:.;'.L'-.', 
nn.! ii w.i L:\r.L<l w.'t'i ;..".t.t mili- 
lary ir. .^niln'rivt: iii I 'oi<rnm**. 

Al):»!;i 1'" «M»1 4ii Miv, oiT »Vii!inrn 
ri.)rt't' to Ii !;is (ic;;urlur': i'm Kn^biuU 
Itavin;; l\w command (jf liJc :uriy lo 
Sir i Kvirv dinron. rivxi'-y^. lo Ms 
quitting; PliiL'JcipliIa, a m ;ii fpLndi ! 
fc'llvvil j'litl tritcrt.'iinm. nl vv.v=i i^vcn 
liim I V the r:r.i\, as a tcliin.niiV of 
the I.i .li rcf^)" t a id a'T/ction I hey 
boiL" 1(1 liis pLifi)ii aid c'h-ira^ltr. 

i. I'.ic i)C'.Mnu'r..j of Juui-i tlu* C'»r.i- 
Tiii(il(»iier8 n]}i).-iint^d liv ll^e rcmci'ia- 
tnry bill .irrivc:! :,o:n Ejii;!;!.!-!. *l'hey 
wcjc tii. I'.nri ;:f Cirlifltf, Mr. Ivkn, 
a'l.l G.nvni ir Ji)lp".lli»nc. Im'i.diaU*- 
Iv on Ukii* arriv.d, ih; y dircOU'd 
t!:Llr feciCiiirv, Doctor Fcr^ufon, to 
r"-i:i;- 10 C'lM '•vrs, ill uidcr to iH.liily 
i'.. Ir ariivdl .ipd to prcfinl their 
co:ri;:i!i:! n, wiih other paprrs, and 
to •)'»i.'u t!:e iu*:^oti iiioiH with thcin; 
bit he wa< 'i.-jiV.i a paffport, and 
tli« y wivc 'oliirid to fend tl\C!ii by 
aL;*Ij':r •• i:.vfvan':e. 

I" t'le L;:e: \v!n\h was aciJrcfT.d 
to thx.- ^\)n';;-^fi -.v; r'-c Coi-.iinijior.trs, 
tliL'v :i(r.:r-. :] tl.i:;, jf an t.iiiic:t i'».riie 
1.^ !i- «. I'.i* :;li t'lc traiKj'siiii'y of the 
empire o'.i :i b.ili^ of cqii.d frt'.fioin ; 
j!iev r.ini.i !e.l tljctn that c>r !i;d re- 



f'l'.KNii.i!:;!! h:i'l li: others. :is vviM as 
»^!ie Ijiiii'h n.ili'»ii, foccceih'd to divi- 
lioiij no Ii Ts vi^/Luc t't;iii tiiulc \^!lj<.!l 
poiv ,i.ri:a't:.l it. They s»eqii.iinttd 
ii.v'm I 1 iL til." ants of Parlianunt rw- 
lati:.".: to A rL.-nVa, wliicii were now 
trail !iU!l'.v:d lo tlicnv^ had paiRd iinaiii- 
rio:j;ly, i\u \ ihoived l!ie difpolitfoii (;f 
(irrat r)r.tal;i " to come up to every 
v/ilh that America had cs pre Jed, 
« itiicr in th'.* hour of tcnperdic dch'- 
bcration, or oflhentnoll apprehciiriun 
of Jiinjcr l) liberty." 
More c/Fc(f^uaiIy to demondrdte 
their fTfjod iiitcritions, ihcy declared 
h.'Uiftilveti ready tc ccnfcni lo an i;a- 



mcufste C'.fTHtion of hoflHitietby fchr 

a'»'l h.nd ; to rtilorc a free in^rcoadcc 

a:ii : ) r;;::c:\v tlie cr>nirnoa beaeliEi rf 

ra'tjriil!z!:i:^ii !i)ron<ThouL the krai 

pirt-idf trse tf-.pirc; to extend crery 

fr.e.luni to tniJe that the refpeftht 

inurtfls of both parties con i J reqjirei 

to .'» :ckx that no m:!i^a'-v f'-ee ihould 

!»■- k: n up In t'lC d'JLi-.'ijt ihteiof 

N t'h '\me: lea, without the ciinfcnt 

of :I;e G'.-ucral C )ngrefs, or of ihe^ 

iiartlciihir air:mbh'c!i ; to coricur il 

fuoh mtufv.ri"* as would be ivqu.'utffil- 

diri:h"ir,';c the d.bts of AiT)vu«.-a, and 

raiie the crcht and value of the paper 

circulation ; to Dcr:5:!lunt;: tlie coniiBUl 

izniou Ly a reeipr.ira! dcpiitatiuQ of 

a ;■; ;• n t ■. f : o vn the ti • fT-r e ii t \\ » tes, who 

fi ould have the ;<riviK'<^c of a feat lod 

voice In tlie Parliament of Great Bri- 

t rn ; or If fcnt from Britain, in the, 

AfTcinbiy of the dIiT-C.it ScatcilB 

which ihjy ml.^ht be depated rcfpeop 

tlvr-y, in order to attend to the frit- 

ral inierclU of thofc by uhom thcf 

were d." put :*d ; to (llahllili the riglit. 

a;id pmvcr of the rcfp;.Cti.-e Ic^ifliWitl' 

In ea-!i particular llnte, or ftttlinj iti 

rivenu**, and its civil and m'litary 

e lalflinv.nent, iii.d of exercifiii^ a p«^ 

L:\ f Vi'don of I.^ifl:itiou and -atCTiul 

jr ■Vv.'rnr'.eMt, To t'nt tlie Biitiih Hitd 

1 1 1 ! I » ' «^ 1 n: ut Kort h A r.i v'iica, zcimg 

\vi:h lift in peace and v.ar, uadjr (MC 

c.vn:rion fove*'ji^rn, nil^ht have th* 

Irrcvj.: ble e^'joyment i»f every pnn* 

1 :-^e til It was (liort of a total fcpart- 

tion of int :i'' d, or confi.lcnt with tkat 

un'on of force on whk'h the conmoi 

fiUiy <if iiiLir religion and libotf 

d% Tl- lulcv!. 

4 

.Vft^'r makincj thofc offers, tntf 
pr.)ceeded to t:'<e notice •' of the !•• 
lidi lus IntLrp.tfit'on of a power, whkk 
hid, fror.i tiie firl fitllemcnt of tl* 
Colo:iiis, been aduHted with tqai 
enrtlty to them and to Britain* IK 
ailiJlancc and alliance aavr profcQ^ 
by France, were, it was weD kiio^ 
framed by that power id confcqjB 
ofllve^laus of accommodatidfl 
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I a view to prevent a rcconci- 
ititl prolong the war between 

tru(let1,};r>'vever, " That the 
Us of Koith Afntrica, c«n- 
virh ihofe uf Britain by the 
ics of confai^iiinltv, fpeaking 
; •laj»guav;c, intvrjlie«.l in l!:e 
:ioii of Iiiniliir infiiiMtlons, 
:riuir the* foriR^T h.jjpy in- 
: ot g'»oJ ouiccs, ami forijret- 
nt aniiTiofitles, would flirink 
t'.ioiiv^iiL i*i* becoming an ac- 
f force to tlie late comnvjn 
f both ; a:ul w^o^ilJ prefer a 
free coaliiton xvith t::c parent 
I an infinc'^ic and unnatural 



uianet. 



cxoreffLd, at the fame time, 
to me.-t the Coni^refo, eiilicr 
:ly, (.r by c!cp'.jiuiion, nt Piii- 
it NewVorl:, or any other 
it lii'^jht be njrreed upon. 
I tliat part of the letter was 
lich mi'iitioiied the inlidionl- 
"rance, the readinjif was intcr- 
:{nda motion n^nde to proceed 
er. The debates on this mo- 
ted t'irec days ; whi*n, after 
)r.:cit:or., the reading of it 
itr.ed, ai^i ihjfc papers alfj 
.t accompanied i?. 
were referred to a committee, 
ter a (hort dtli iteration, drew 
Icr in anfwei to tnem, which 
I the unaninjoiitt approbation 
[rcfs. 

letter informed the cnmmif^ 
that •• Nothing but rui eainell 
) fpare the cffufion of human 
couKl have inducv^ ihem to 
paper containing cxprcffions 
Afii! to the King of i'Vance, 
prtat and good ally ; cr to 
• propolitions fo derogatory 
ignour of an independent na- 

hc ads of the Britifh Parlia- 
he commiilion from the King 
It Britain ; and the letter from 
vinilfioners, fuppofed," it was 
the people of the United 



States of North America to be fubjefts 
of the Britilli Crown, and were found- 
ed on the idea of deucndcncc, which 
was u'terlv inadmiiU'le.*' 

** Congrefa was ncv-rlhclefs inclin- 
ed to peace, notwitliftanding the un- 
jiift claimi from which the war origin- 
ated, and the favagc manner in which 
it had been condudted. They would 
therefore be ready to enter upon tlie 
conrkderation of a treaty of peace and 
commerce, not inconfident with the 
treaties .'.ni idy fnbhlling, whenever the 
Kinj of Cirta; Biiiain flu)u!<l demon- 
ilrate a fincere ^MfDofition for thru nur 
p;)fe.'rhe onlyuHd pi'H>f (;iiii "t a dlf- 
p ifilion, would be a:i cx;''hcit acknow- 
k'Og:nei.t of the i'lii-.'p. 'i«.;cijee -f the 
United States of A:;iciica .'.t llie with- 
dra\viinr fn's fleets and ariiiies." 

'i*hiA anlwer teni.!iiati'd chc corre- 
fpor.dcncc between the iJon^refi and 
tlie CommilTioner;? : and put, at once, 
an end to all id'^as of briiiging about 
an accommodation.. 

That event, which more than anv 
other contiibutcd to fet the commifiion 
in a difadvantageous hght, was the 
cv.icuation of Phihiiklpbia. Before an 
anfwer from ConL;rofs coul'l re.'.cli the 
commilHoners, General Clinton eva- 
cuated that city, afttr the Br-'.iili f^jrcen 
hud remained in poiTeflion of it about 
nine months. 

This evacuation was looked upon by 
the Americans as the firll declfive ilep 
to the r< lij.quilhment of Anr>erica. 
They boalted, that not with Handing 
the fupcriority of military advantages 
on the fide of the Britifh armv, it 
found it felf inadequate 'sj thvj tadc of 
a fecond cair.paipn in Pennfylv.inia. 

They confidercd her ftrent-th as 
broken upon the /imencan cjntinent, 
and inferred from the IVitilh army's 
retreating from the prin'-'pal fcsnt of 
adlion. that c.xpt£lin»5 n«- further rein- 
forcements to arrive, it , vvltlidrew to 
a place of fecurity, in oidei to be at 
hand to quit America, in cafe the ex- 
igencies of Britain fhuuld rec^uire its 
iinmedlntc dc^^^iXute* 
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!'hctv:ic'.::ni..n ■: rnita«ii'p!iin toiik lir c^ctiTir.Ined to purfnc hi 

I ..i.« ,. I' (■> lAii II iji'jH Iv-. ."^ r- airof«tliit j'ait v\ the coHH< 

1 • ... ;v. . i- ...111 c.C.ii-y v^rcyti- W. Ui iiiJii ly I Igok, fpiOl « 

!• o < t c r. • miitliwr.i ;iit iii" i:.e p fi'i .i: ly Nlw Ycrk ml^hl 

1 •' t<ir>i I lie m>irtlMi.;i a>ivl cfitCUti. 

1. :.^.i ill' !).l.'.».ire UtLWC ||'>-i.j, ii:tvir|»; takrn th}% TffiliU 

\.-.:.' :jI; r. .i.i; ; ^•- .i:» : iu u uh-a-ic ■.'. :iTm\ iJinrk into t lie road Iti 

t .'» . ■•'. i • ! I I f. Ji t it,-. :::■•■■. s «>t i!ic N-vtl.i k, :• n\cr tivsii er 

J ii ri. 1. , ; \M Its 1. Ttl. licii' l.n\, iii !v m-j jj''|-r>7.ti. ot ihv 
r. ill' I ;■ "... « ■ ,1, II, I'. T.. \v;;s p •'ic'i! l'-.l'.»^t.il ilic I'^ntilli army 
l» il' .. ;: ,^l^:.■l^^. t'lv- i.r r"i .miiv y 'lii-ii* t).«.e«3, i-i «»H-.t to 
n i I : .V ii .;:! o!" ;lic'ii«iji I *ii:\ v\ii:i ii. b. hm it liad gain,«1 ll 
\..\-.v..:i \..i :. ciiJi.»r., ill tl.^ line I'f ii 
irr ic > I i.iiiv C!=:ii«>n -la i (jljIji- v;i:r .t w.ii.! ! K* ii.p'fii'alc 
<«' i'ii,;i .!;'.ij i:.. ;\u., i:.:.'i I .^:!,t- il w ill. i^nv proij'tCt i»t tuciT: 
i* \.' ■\ '. :'w 'v ltd MMi I'. .1, .-.i.-k! -i-', it.' U'"- initn: I'u- Marqiii: 
i" I .: :j VI c. 4'..;i liii" oi fXjMv:' s >\HsOc .■•lird \* lli l*■^•Ul■■l•o^l■ 
i■•..•.JlcJ r.. •. ,i(ittl.».i ilJ ii.v j.iC lo li^in^t'. til u'.rofilii Hril 
<•''■;. t r-ti .!iy, ,1 iM \j •(» hjr.;i:. tuc atui to |Ttvt:jt its i::oviii:X ^ 
l;t ..iiii ii,.,.j ^ . ', tvt:^ {»<:., ;i.:jj i;;ruw i«.iiMty uliiih v us uqi:ililc 
i\i..\ (It i\\- . -.1, in i.ic-i; V .IV. I. .it iid^'.niii :ti'U«< ^louiid. 
J.ii- r;il Mix.'.\ ' . \iill. :i i;'»;_'t' <'t- 1 .« t , "l ll.« luau « t a arj;c i 
t - .. VI. t u* .\r^ « Kd.t it\,u!,i!.i cii.f!*.d 1- vMiUiut* i«> liipyort h'ln 
ti» lH-!w. If.- an' i.»:it.! ll.c |tr{ v i:if. ; : i.i* G^rtr;'! Waihini 
in i*i!.» t' r-i . i I- "i Til.* biiiNe IkI:, v-i. the p-.ii> I; )iv, i 
iliu J i'.c l-iii' c- ' ' . I life J »i inii'riijli pr.:' <-r! r aiicl cirLU'.nf^Hrfti 
ti:x I.: :!; i . * i..<'-.ts !.i ut:'.r<i t. e l^Mi i' • v.I'oit. 
l.:'-.!j J ..If L,;-.';)i .m.'v; h:n ii.irn il8 * *v t' i- lu rn' v-Kfcnlh of 



1' ■•« lit' , ti. V ( :.: »ii.t iJ^u tv> in tk-j l\r.»" < I'lit-.p urn-vii! rea 

u 1 . v.- Wv '•: Huljv, as il.w 1j:..1 t ''.'...i l.nl.d'.i. Ir-mihcgr 

;i: i III inti'i I.'. \.t :. • : ti;i; u.; inv's li:;hl l: 

1 I ''ll- -n I'l t I u" G.uiTi \S'.ii1)Injr- 1u)v.il.1 '.m Lis KJir, jwiX'^K 

t«'.. I I' I fc"' i1:l 1V'.!\\;i!c, w.i.i :'.nr\ w.is .ip:)io.;i.h;n^T» i»t c 

t-.v n ii:, 1 l'^^.•.'I■^ C •■■i"i-'ni il iir.nv, i.,ii tvc* linnif; ^.'-caiiiils in ll 

:iii<! u;v. I (•> rlv jf 'i,i(l It\ to t):ii.'r h »ih» oi, wnci* i'. would no 

ftiu V tL\, \ minx ir.'.il oii'l.l Ik- ^M'iici- ior ^liv irrcmy ti. i'nrpiiac hit 
td f;.i.> a;] paiis. (r.ir'ial ri.it«*% ( -» nrul WaHi rj;:i»nf rn i 

;it till- }i' '.ll ut ilitf iiii'liirn troo'?^, fi'v- Iiis fnutaii-'n. id'oKcxi 

V ::r. adv ;;;)•_ i!;^ uiii. ail ii);.-i(l to ju:u InPi ^-!> iiCMi as her had C|U!1 

liii.u uiii'-ic his nanh. Ho i 

l-j^-^n liii :irrf\\;l at Allan's 'I'own, hi^'lt in ii*«ikM)); the mct-fliir 

JSir 1 iiiiry Cli ilOii rcctiwi vm lii r.i"«iv»ris ; hiii troopg lay np 

jr'-i.r-, ;lMt tliO'Micny w.-re directiiij a', iv.s ; an i he ordixed Gen 

lijrir riiitc t iiv.n Ii i!m.' ilari'wii i:] lo i:s," ica.-iv v. it h the dififi 

l^Tiii force. A-i tu i.ttciiipt tlio pdf- h': c-'iitiii:i!id, to begin the i 

f.i;;c o' rfint livtr wuh U/ ni.tii\ iiica'ii- brc.-.k c f day, 
brinccs p.^tcmiiiig liirti, r.nJ fj ji.auy .Sir Hctiry Clinton Ibrrfci 

impi'c.luK'uis fo opj>ufe him, wcujli his a taivIi would be ipteimpl 

pW¥L ua LuUv^iiAc 'iji ^r^il dau^o'i vvvuv^lw ^'/^^^Vi5 ^^^^ Y 
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j!. lay reared the en (my cf 
biance. lo iliis imcnt he 
lie care of tlic l»Hiy»]ja^e to 
on coiiiUiaiiiiCd by General 
l^u, \vi:li c:uw»ft 10 let lor- 
ly ill the i.:i!:<iiig, that it 

iui(.cd v>illiUbl li.C/!i.liuticU 



t iicn-iV. 



lours after the departure cf 
icn, iSirlierry Clinton fol* 
He liaJ rcmaiued hchind, 
t tir.'.c to gain luiric ililbixc, 
ve: it trcm the encn.y, uhcfc 
lejuiUy tuipcdicd ui>uld be 
sigaii.il l.'iA luggagf, irom 
u!ty oi'irottd'iing it ciFi ctually 
jg ll:c Lu^ih CI ground it 

ttr he hcdrt. furred his nr.crch, 
irs v«.ie ptitcivcd in raoiion 
x\ qi'trtcis. \Vhon the rear 
'" thw- liriiifli ;;rmy had ce- 
Vcm the hcigiils, vhcrt Iticy 
ar pal, into the acjacciu 
r Aintiican iroi^pb aj/jHrdrcd 
t ]y in p reat foi i e, and took 

cf ihcin. Ji argt pirtios of 
i d^jiceridtd into iJic plain, and 
ar'e ihe icquifitc difpol'itions 
Hack; ihcy began at ten 
o cannonade the rear of the 
rn:y, 

mean time. General Wafli- 
l.ud J u{\\"d toru-ards ftvcral 
tachmcr.ts on the right and 
le Brii'fli a: my, in order to 

the diviHon under General 
ifen. It was at this tjme en- 

drfilcs that continued fom€ 
id lay, of courfe, greatly ex- 
thc enemy, 

Jcr to oblige thefc detach- 
) qM\ from their intention, 
y Ch'nton determined in- 
) make fo vigorous an attack 

enemy, that had engaged his 
compel them to return with 
c(l diligence, to fupport their 
p]c. 

ain where the adlfoit-was now 
a* three milci long, and one 
Tt^'scoibkda body of dra« 



goonf in the Britiih army, to* aft t«i 
advc*iitage. ThVy chaigcd a pnly of 
horfe un ler Marquis IVyeltc, and 
diove llcm back in coiifulion upon 
tiicir own i::fantry. 

As «1 thirgs l^-tmed to tend to- 
uardea general aclitit*, 21 reinforcement 
v»?s crdcrtdfroni CcitrrilKn} phaulcn's 
divifu/n ; and the army v. as formed in 
order of hattle on the plain, »^^r 
Heniv Clinton's inierticnwas to make 
a rcfolute onfct on that purl of the 
American army that hud \tr.tured in- 
to the plain, before i* could be j-iucd 
by the rcmaindiT. ^ ! is was yet at 
fomt dillpnce, and l:ad two defiles lo 
pafs before it couhl ciMne up. The 
whole t f the American anny confiiled 
of more than twenty thouland men ; 
but no more had palTcd thtfe defiles 
than what the Britidi forces in the 
fiont line under Lord CornwalUs were 
able to copt w:th. 

When the Am.erican divifion in 
the plain, faw the Briiifh tro<>ps form- 
ed, and advancing ui>on thcin, they 
re-afctnded the hill, and took a ftrong 
pofition towards its fumniit ; but the 
Bn'tifh troops followed iliem w»ith fo 
much fpred, and attecked them fo 
>igoroijfly, that thtir full line was 
broken immediately. The fecond llccd 
with more lirmncfs ; but w^s aifo put 
to ll'c rout. They both rallied, how- 
ever, and pofced thcmfelves with t 
motafs in their front. The nccefiity 
of obtaining deoifivc fuccefs, obliged 
the Britifh General to make a third 
charge, upon a large body of the en- 
emy that had taken pofTtfiion of a poll, 
where if they had been fuffered to re- 
main, the Britifli army would have 
been gieatly annoyed. This body 
was accordingly charged anddifperfed 
and the ground cleared on all fidea 
for the army's motions. 

The end propnfcd by Sir Henry 
Clinton in attacking the enemy, was 
now completely obtained. The two 
detachments that in the mornia^ pa(E- 
ed on both Vi\s ftaxv\L«,\A^t "^"^ V<t. t.i.- 
pf£\cd| made «si ^w.'tm'^x. 'cxi ^^ 
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br;r^^rr^ ; but ntf div'fion that gir.rd- 

f: :r.'itis, tl./.l thcv co'.:lJ malic* no 

a c icpi;'i\* (^r il :it ;v:ri oi" Aw Am»c- 

f ralCliiittJirs l:vil'.'.>:i, c.u n;:..i!...i ::iw:n 
tv> rcluiii with all Ipcrd li> Ij^^^nj.t 



• r 



S^r Henry Cliiit .n Mijntl it a!.!' lifj y 
nvwcfi«ay tv) plvc his troo,'''; l\):r.e ri- 
\ ::l'. I'm*' i;j\c lie licat «>ttiiv: vvivriicr 
:» M 'i fv ift • ■ 1 , ;ul' ' c" .\ t • * t i I c t ■'.»:. Ill . e 

i:i..t 1:0 i.: o tli.M •i-y-n'.ic r.- n f li 
»:■ ..'i 1;: til." .-1:.!: ', \. r :<u.L i\ v« .v;i^^ 
r \roij:"i. iif t-.-'-i' i-ir this jM'-ji'fe 
f :■!* |Vi'':Ti(in frj-n vj.'ji.f.* t''o /\iu i-"- 
c vs i'i'.'l I'r,.-i| ji.»i. ('ijlijj^i.', ail r 
f'-.jlr t;':'»iiii;; t'iv- j I.-.i 1. i.'.r; }ij 
rx.Mr MKii till tri' ':' ?:•;-!:! ; -,11 vlii.fi 
1. .If, in uri'.-r:o ;.. n-l t!i-.- m.i- ■!».!. r-lc 

•Jliv, liL* rtlj!".C'i \\,y irarcli !)y ::.«)oii- 
li -.tit. i:i 01. ill- tij K-.'tii l!.L* li.ll 
. .\... ::iui I4;.; ::i;*:v. wjiutIi v..j.*. nu'.v 
?.T «-. tni i'ixl,r:! !c i!;';!i':", r!"l in 
J'-.'i'^C* nriiiJiy, t-y I'n; iii''«"cis k\{ t'l.t 
\\\\ cf liiLai;i;y unu^i iiio o%mi (.oiU- 
ii)i>ni]. 

Thus nv.l.\l tl;-.' n'li.^n rf tl.L' 
tv»ir:y-ci_jl'Mi « r juiu- ; in which tiie' 
1:...iry oi :i»i i3i\i'h iroops. and ih-vr 
f ';ti. :i -J :r '.i^!^J:i:;:; i •,. Tr:i!t tir*'^'v"n! 
c/:t.\::c"^ oF i::ii wiiv ' -.u.llv rr;iniiV*i- 
c f. 'i*I»'/v I'l.l To. j^'i ad vi.^'iiv ''I 
C'.i/.jvroi.!" iiij'*i«)r in .lU '..!».^v, Ivor-i 
t»vi. 1' '»:•.•; 13:. {:;:jMS. rl i-J ni)t Cv." <'• 
r ;i V\ ,,.;.,•• •'):i i'.>Int ri :ij<»n osi thrir 
r.'-:''.iiii'.- to l!'c jT.'i.Mil ';;.liin'l the 
i.v: . Ti' fs , : h iry wo i 1 1 il p n /o »■. hi v h a v t h :■ 1 11 
'J.iij^I/cd II third tlii.c. 'i lu* jnnctii n 
<{ !!?c!i- in.iiii hd'K' ]?rOMi.'i'l ;:i va- 
tiw f^^'Val : an.l (ft'.i-.ral \Vi'!i."!:.^l;/n 
fr.:..]j:.'n:;icJl..t/ly fi:^!i a ■lilMyir.ion, 1:3 
Kr. .il ! d il iir.iait U re cuTiiinciicc the 

sit it'^ , 

I: war, i},lr, '^•ifition. aril the mea- 

f'jrtH he \\\}'\ t licm, t'^^Tc^htr with the 

I'j.'l r-.i;)rrii>nlY of hii i cmbci'b, that 

indai c^d t he Bih iiU G ■ nt r aI tv) ft^uvc 



from the ground whfcre he htd t 
}»ii t.r;»Oi>s. He contiwird W« ■ 
h ii'tiiviv t! e v.h.Jc of the next 
in h- :.A' that tiu* Anurcan J 
ni'^httniiu^v ni'n. Ho {ji'iic^edo 
I'm's in innv-r, til: hir had rc^^hcd 
hi.:(!ers of I'.e Navciink. H^r 
WaiteJ tvaflAVi, interKlinjj, if C 
\a\ W Mh iM'tou Iv^il ac^.vHnccd 9X 
c • n '■ : ' ■ V :i 1 L" (!■■•< 1 • '.oe from the 
vh^vc h'- h 'l Kii Ii'n, tn hr.veti 
f L! d J . n I J I . Ui- ': , :ii i i .1 1 ' ack f u 1) i ai. 
l)ur rh'.' N'p.,-re.?n (itn-jr.^l di<! 
th'n,' it jiV'vK'i. TO rilk a-i rtj 
rm ill vv . .1 i]k wnoL* b:J'-ll 
c- .lie d<.-l. 1 1^ ". t rcat in r.r efent 
III-; A::u-i l-.\'.:i iT.ny, wmS )iu!ec:J 
iriitici .IS <\ \ 'l\ ll;;Mal fnccrfi, 

I'.^ii i 10 .1 vi.-i..r. ill lIu- YT».ii.r.t 

i::r»'n Oii t'n^; t.»j c iliun, ;;jincd 
^Ti. t ■»;>. I; " . u ' ca.Vrg-ncc 
whiJiiv lir...i J.'i :;•> ihr tf;a:ii ' 
l.t lad {•.«•. u» v-.d til*: rt il rjT hi^ 
f.«T I hviiij.' L-Viisnl]. cut iff; ?.at 
h':* fn.'l- m;."ii» m.'.'Vt. \unt*. hjd | 
i! f ;.ii'.a:ii/,:«. n.lly, as u- ftcu 
fr IT* ;:.';• a:»-uK. ffc h''ii cvti 

(»t h.i' a.iM\, ii. .'■.;. vc i'dittl i:fteiil 
lA c. V..& ..'*..'[!} <':^': ; . itilid 
niorrr!'.:, < i; li i<ii!?;j tht ji;-itiill t 
ha<i rLi'ivicd tl:t-;r \r »rcl:. 

Sir i.liii'y C!;.i:k;n, oi:'perce 
that tilt? c.'it .ny Ad vt r foilow 
C'>iiM'»'H'.i I'rs* ;»»:»: r!» lo thf fcl 
'! ht* llrrf ..'■.Jiier L-iv.) 1 (owe, WHf 
arrJNcd frt-.n i!iv I'^wluW.ii-t, ti» 
2tn:u';ir tif;' ;-,:ii..:v Hook. 
I'tniiu .ui uf t*!':". n:;p.H hadtduiin] 
p*c(t:*.ii:i^ ^viitj^r, through a V 
llii.-.n ii;d iniri:!itIoii, been disj 
fri:"i \\\c i:i:iin land. By the dir© 
ci" III- '^ .Ii'i-.tilI, a bridge of I 
H..-. '. iiiiliuctcd with the utmo' 
pc'i'fir; ar.d on the fifth di 
j'i ■ , thv wii.iK' army paiTcd of« 
( I "•IK i >'<.i«> Sandy Hook iflmndf 
A\h.:icc it VI a» cuuv<ycd to 
York. 

The Qiln and wounded 
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ieiD this aclion, diM not ex- 
e hunjcredy of vvlioin ijfty- 
i, as alix*ady ini:iit{oncd» 
fxccfs of heat and taiigue $ 
ofe who fcll» Culoiicl Mjiik- 
chiefly regretted. Her was 
• of remdikabic iiitit-pidfty. 
KTiS peculiar. Hl* IkkI been 
fly wounded In various cn- 
s, and otice had been left fur 
he field. The lofs of the cn- 
reputed mach more con- 

I Wafhm^jton, after detach- 
la'ht troops to follow the 
ny, and obferve its motions, 
lis march towards til e North 
ere a great force had bt-in 
in order to join him, and 
vas now expected, that fome 

of importance would fliortly 
■ 

ion at Frechnhl occnfioned 

breajh between Genital 

>n an! Gene*ai Lee. This 

charged with difobedicnce 
idu6l, in retreating from be- 
^riiifli divifiori, which lie had 
1 t!ie iiK/riiinj; on the phiin. 
artial was hcIJ upon hi n, 

fcntenced to a temporary 
from his command. 

mean t:riie, the fquad»*on 
unt D*Ertain^, wl.ich had 
>n on the fourteenth of 
Te \ I he Straits of Gibraltar 
h of Mav, and arnved on 
r VirLjinia In the beginning 
vhiie tlie Britilh fleet was 
u conveying the army over 
look ifland, and from thence 
rk. 

r French fquadron (leered 
claware, or Sandy Hoi»k, 
I'.tion of both the Bnlifli 
rmy would have been in- 
le fleet was in no condition 
cc,- confiding only of the 
with two (hips of the line, 
rigatei. 'i'iie army would 
leco indofedbythc Ame- 



ricans at land, and tl)j F.cnch at fea- 
Hemmed in by muiinUiins, and an iiii- 
pafTable tract of cou!itry, in v.ouii 
have found it iinpofUMe to force its 
way to New York. DcHItute of p;v>- 
villous, and cutoff from all commiuii- 
cation, it nuift undoubtedly have bceu 
compelled at liil to furrendcr. Had 
this proved the cafe, the fate of the 
war would have been complcteK' 
decided ; and Britain won!d have n- 
ceived Inch a blow, ab flie has not ft it 
for along courfe of agta, and nii^ilit 
not for a length of years liave recover- 
ed. 

Notwith (landing tlils fignal efcape 
from fo great a difafter, danjjers of 
every kln<l yet remained to be encoun- 
tered. On the eleventh <>f July the 
French fquadron came in il;;ht of the 
Britifh fljet off Sandy Hook . It con- 
fifted of one (nip of ninety guns, one 
of eighty, fix A»f feventy -four, and fi»ur 
cf (jxty-lour, befides feveral Jar;:^ 
frigates. Exclufive of Its com pi j- 
n«ent of feamen, it had fix thouluLd 
mannes and foldiers on board. 

To oppo'e t'.iis formidable fquadron, 
there w ere :it prefenl at New York, iijy 
more th?.n fix fhii>s of iixty-fou.- gnus^ 
three of Jifty, and two of fv»rtv, with 
forr.e frigates and floops. '^rir.y wcie 
not in g< od « ondiiion, havin-j lo;ix 
been ahfent from En|?.Lir.d, and their 
cr-jws were very deaci»:ut ::j n,;;ni)er. 
They had, however, a miterial ru;)er-. 
inrity over tlieer.emy, in that of their 
commander and his ofp.cers. 

The B:Iti(h Heet v.'ash;»ppily f> Ration- 
ed as to command the entrance (fthc 
harbour of Sandy Hock, wiiich is 
covered by a bar, and affords Li-t a nar- 
row iidjt. 1 he intent i(. a of the 
French Admiral, Wcis to foive his wjiy 
throiKiJi : but when he drew near i}ie 
Britilh fquadron, a. id had ohferv.d its 
pofition, and aparent determin-atijn to 
it And his utmoft efforts, notwitMLnid- 
lag its manifell inferiority in evciy re- 
fpetl, the co.ifciovitcitt^s v.C\\\<i '^^'•^^ 
capac! ty aui ccuragtol *vi^ ^^^ .^^ - 'j.':.^^.'^ <• 
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theficht cif tViv'ifnofi'.ions he haJmaJc, 
the kncwlvJ:;c of t'"t clef pirate ex. 
cnijns of v.il u- Ii.* wj \W hivL* to c?i- 
count". r, a.i I t!ic: iiru'Tt^iinty whctlicr 
the ptflTcij^c t'lmii^h ihr pit w:is;)ric- 
tica'^Ij Fill- fhips of ihe fiz.* <»f t!u)fc th :t 
co:npofe..l Iil« fqiiidru'i ; all tli-.fo 
motivtsen » r-sJ him ♦o d'cline itrinl, 
which, if iinfiicocf'ful, m\;ht en I.intTcr 
t';c fafcty of hi-j rqiiiidri>a, anrl briiT 
oifj^r.TCc an-1 r'lirt npon the irxa cf 
1 r.i'icf, c:i th^Ir very fir.t oiitfr*. 

N\vir tliil the intrcpiilliy of the 
Bril i (a nation liifplay itfclf \\':V.\ vn-n.'. 
I'j'lrj thsn ypr!:! thib •ncinirib'^ oc- 
caiiun. The pco^Jc b«l»n^I.»jr t) tho 
fleot (if tranf'V'rts, aiul incrchantmen, 
Ivino at i^.xv Y ulc, vied wi;h cnc'i 
other •■■ho fhijuld be fuirnrnl i'l lils 
ofFersofl'.T vie?. A thuufuid of t'lc 
b<fll and lloutell fcAme.i wrro fcloctcd 
to do duty on b.arJ the men of ^var. 
Thofcto whom tlicy liaL? been pr^rfcrr- 
ejy it:iiil<?d ir)'.)?i -ic'^mpinvni-^ them ; 
ai.d nuiTi'jtrs, in fpite of all cndta- 
viviri toreftrain tlr:m, fjind M;ins 
to ioiiith.'Ircompnnlims, .-.The ".nailers 
and fcaiTici tf th'.- tr.iJin- vcflb^s, aclt I 
wiihiqiiJ Zi'al an! Tv:Li:i ::'..•!"?«; an:l 
there was no fj-Jt- ■:ies n{ urvio', which 
was not Conrre.l li i favi") ••:• b}* ir- Hvi- 
d'laN ;^f a'l tlilT. b a;id denon'iantion!*. 
C-ie fjaf.irinj, man particularly, o'Tcred 
to c«)!rvert hi* veiTcl iiiti* a lirclhip, 
with'iwt pi) or rw»rii:v!, and to CiiJuit 
litr hin'.r^If into th^' .:;1J.:1 oi' t^.* ene- 
my 

rh^ ccur?^c <;f ilic oilioers and 
fol'jivr? of the arr.iy was n^t \c(i con- 
fp'ciiiii'o. Wouiics, and tl:e conft*- 
f] I le n r c K o f the c x I re :TiC f i '. ' ^n e a .i < I 
Inrdfhip'J tliry had ueei.tly midtr'^nn:*, 
v/rrc f(ir:;ott!M. I'hj llrifc vv.l^ ir.ii- 
wrfal, wh«> Ihoidd TLjiair on h' ard the 
men of war t > fcrvc as niarlius: the 
euntcft W31 f,> CAT^tr, that n:) rtV.er 
TT»Lthod could he contrived to dteiJe 
It, than by tal!ir:^' lots amorjr tl i- 
C^rnmvv.i rr-tn, e3 wtll as amonj the 

U'Af.T j/i? extraordinary fpirt ex- 
7* si ::pa!2 thk mcnx'jrable cuacvj^:uc'j 



is ta?:cn into duT con/rdrratii 
arrival <if the Ficnch fq'iadrott 
oail o( North :\i-n^ricu at thi 
tiuv, miy be acc«nin?eJ on£ 
mo t f;'rtiinate circrm-hinccs 
wjr. It jrave r-c ^iritifh oat 
of 'Jie Pi«i-l l.l'.i.'Ip'ous oppor 
that it h.ii^hi! fo: a ^es, of Cig\ 
that intrej^id ch r.ictcr fjr w 
has at all ii:rjs leLn rc.on-ncd 
preatncfsof rhr 'in'»irtr was fiic 
it wM an ac\ of hi.yh coura^^c 
a brave na:it)n, to fiicu it wi 
eooljcfs an'i deiiVrrj'i n whi 
fo ur.aniniouuy e\hii>iicd. It 
what irrj.it rtloirees tri:r vslo 
find, and h:v.v difficult ic i- If 
come m: n who an. d« u-i mined 1 
noiii-n*,; ur:.i<«nc r>:- th'-ir defeiK 
While ihi fe mLa*iir: -; wer* c 
on at New York, the French fc] 
lav :.t r.b( nt four miles ufl 
Hor>k- llvic ic con'ir.ntd a 
fort. ii;hr, in c pictaii'on of n 
will) fk'Mi'- op.'orf.miiv t»f beina 
fervleea- !»r lo ihe c nn I'on ci 
France a; id A.n.rioa, than 
hitherto been aid.- to pioT*', 1 
did no m(»re thin c'^p'mv fume 
whieh fell in:.» icn poifcflioa 
their i^sjnoran j.- of a French /led 
in t}u)fefea^, 

The h n>cs of :*ciit'i at New 

« 

were founded on il t e\pciiat 
fe;:in^ the arrlvil if Xd-.niral E 
fcpKh'.roii, cnpfiil'n'^ cf eleven 
fever tv-f(,ar j.'ii:is, asi.l one of ! 
h had lefj PtMi'mouth on the 
t (th of Vr.v ; br.t thz mtiilfl 

# 

li'.!. ■:; fullv i^ipnzcd of Count 
I .!i>.;'sdillIn:it:on, d*fpi*Ki:hcii 
]>i ;r to ric:il it t'» Fymouth 
uhtiice it divl n« t fail till the n 
Jj:nt; r-.fltr aJ.vIee bad l^wn P 
ufilio Inr.ch fquadton's ftccr 
Ncrth An'.crca. 

The vovT/e of this fquadtwi* 
tremely unfi rtiinate It met 
continui- y of bad weather. Bad 
fliat*err' by ilttrma. as to be d 
for actiwn. It arrind, aficrti 
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» fcattered and detached oa an attack was proj'fcle 1 upon t^at 

t parts of the coall df Amcri- place between U».n an I tlic Cooi^r.-rj , 

slud it wad ill cxcoiition of that iatciit 

he twwty-fccohd of July, the he departed fu unexpectedly. 
fleet under Count D'Eilaing As he bad a bovlyr of fix thoufand 

ier way. The wind blowing itiarines and foldicrs on board, it wag 

e fea» the water rofe thirty propofed that he ihoiild make a de- 

die bar, and no doubt was (cent fonie where on the font hern ex- 

t Ni*w York of the French tremity of that ifland, vrhilc a body of 

iVs feicing fo favourable an the Americans made another towai^ls 

inity of trying the psrfTa^e in- the NJrth. The fqiiadron mcan-while, 

harbour. Every preparation was to enter the harb )ilr of Newport, 

\l to receive him, and all peo- deftruy the (hippin;jr there, and affault 

:cd with anxiety for an event the works and batteries alon^ the 

:h fo much would have been (hore. 

: but contrary to txpcdtation, On the tweiity-nintli of July, the 
lot think it advifcablc to make French fquadron anchored without 
;n1pt , and without approach- thebar, fronting Newport, and block- 
reconnoitre any further, he ed Up the liafTa^e between ihf? fcvcral 
flood off to fea. illcti tliat lie around Rlied- 111 nd, the 

departure of t!ie French principal one. Sir Robert Pi^jot, vv.:o 
as a fecond deliverance of the coninnnded ilic 13riti(h troops there, 
confequeuces to the affairs of had made every rcquiihe preparaiiou 
Britain in that quarter. In the for a brave defence. Tae Icveral vcf- 
'thefollo.ving wceK two ihips fels thii Were ncceffarily deikroyed, l» 
gi'.ns, one of r:xiy-f"::r, and prevent their being taken bv tre onc- 

of fevcnly-fupr, luccoinvely iny, furnlihcd hliri with an txt-t Sent 

at Sandy Hock, all wiiioli Miud fupp^y of m«n for the fcrvice of the 

(avoidably faiicn intoi the ene- artiilc»y, and the vclFcii thc:rilelvcs 

uds, bad he remained on that were funk in thofc inlets and channels 

which would have afforded the ener.iy 

5, fortunately for this country, a co-jveaicut llation for attucivicg ih'* 

it plan entirely fruilrated ort worics. 

he Court of France liad plac- The charge" of aitackin^r Rluwjc 

ichdepcnderce. The Ccipturtuf ! fluid on the lidc of the coiuin.MU, 

Icbritifh flcit ir. tiie Delaware, was committed to General »Su;livin, 

Confequent iols of the army, .in ulPicer whole condu(^t fmce the 

»ked upon at Paris as rjc::t to l-jginning of the wv.r had obtained 

nty. Doubt lefs the nicaiurcs him great rc|;i!t:.tir,n. The trot^pa; 

well concerted, lh.ir fuch an v/ere Chitfly C(im;K>itd f^f people ti.>m 

as highly probable, and it v^-as the NVw En^-land Provinces, 
merely to acciaenltJ that it did On the eighth of r'.uouii tl:-' French. 

e place in the f',iikil e:;tent fqi'a.lron entered the- huii^.v.ir of 

)ccn cxpcwted. Kcwwort, and coallin^r the tuv. n, dll- 

T failin;; in the princlpjl intent changed tiieir hroadlidcs i:tto if, and 

xpeditiou, it now behoved the reeeiVwd t!:e lire of th'.* hattcrns on 

Ai.nirello exert hv.itl'elf, n fhore ; bnt little execution xv.«;doie 

omake amends for the lit:lc on either Tide. They r.ncho.x.' ;. Ititlc 

that had hitherto a tcnde.'him. way above the town, in order to Ic 

jc^ at which he now propofrd ready to co-c.pratc wuh tVe > •./ 

1 hSs operations was Rl.otle Fngiand furceft, whicli u^.Te ^ re;) fa:..^ 

While he lay at Sandy liwok, to lan<i ou tUv: iw^vV fe\t vi\ '.vt: 
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In the m'jun tsmc, Lord Howe, on 
rccrlvin;» int^llitrcice if the attack 
upon RiiGJt! IflariJ, refolviJ to make 
the utm'jfi effortf he was able fjr its 
prcfervation. His naval fjrce n<>.v 
conildeJ of one feventy-fuur, Uvm 
fixty-fnir, and Bve Btty gun iliips. 
Thi- ijr^at fiperiority of the French 
in weight of metal, rendend a ly ai- 
tcrn^)t'a;ainll them vry iiaxdi iim, 
but the p re ;liiifi; ii.fi of the occifion, 
to;;ether with hi* intrepidityi deter- 
mined him to uidcrtAke it. 

At the head of this fquadron he 
farled from New Y-^rk ; but from 
cont'.ary win Is could not reich Rhode 
Ifland till the :ii:ith of Au ^u!l, the 
day aft':r fe French fquadron had 
cotercd the harbour of Newport. 

On the ap;>eirAncc of the Britifh 
fleet, the Fieach Admiral rcf jived im- 
mediately to fdil out of the harbour 
and att:ick it. To this purnife the 
windproviiisrfair the next m.)rnin^,thc 
tenth of Augult, he put to fea. Hav- 
ing the wcath.'r-gags ana Lord Howe 
bein^ unwilling to leave him in pjf- 
fcfH )ii of that advantage, a co.-itcfl 
enfued for it, which lalloJ the whole 
day ; the French Admiral, n«*t\vith- 
Aanding his fupcriority, driving for it 
with no lef$ eagernefs. The wind 
flill continuing unfavourable, on the 
eleventh, the Britifh Admiral 6 tiding 
it impra*\ica.ile to gain the weather- 
ga^e, refolved forth- »vith to attack 
tiieenc^mv, without contending for 
it any linger Having f'jrm:;d his 
fquadion with that great profelli mal 
:LlI and judgment which was fo much 
applauded on this occaiion, he bravely 
prepared to engage. But the wind, 
which already blew with confiderable 
force, increafeJ fudJenly to fuch a 
degree, as entirely to fruilrate his de- 
fign. It gradually auirmcnted to a 
violent dorm, which laded two days 
and night 3 Tt feparated both fleet Sy 
anddid them fo much damag^i that 



m'>d of the fhipswerc rendered' 
unfit for at'^tion. 

The violvrnec" of this trnpi 
chiefly upon the French fqa 
Several of its Aiips were difn 
The I«'i (i;itcdoC| of ninety gui 
Admiral *s fhip, had none fta 
when (he was met in that condil 
the Renow:i i)f fifty gunft, comn 
by v^aptain Dawfon. He atl 
her im:nedi.itely wiih fo mucbi 
and dcKteritv, that had not da 
interpofed, together with the 
which hid not yet fuffiL-iently a! 
no doubt was 4:it:rtained flic 
have druck : her rudder wa 
away, and (h- had fu Jcred otB 
fential dama^^e. Captain Dawl 
dofely to ber during trie nighti 
pofing to renew the attack by 
of d?iy ; but as (cmm as it itti 
he discovered fi.v French diipi a 
hue hearin:^ down u';> )n him, ^ 
ntcedarily olliocJ iii n to rtlln 

Tiie very fame .lay, C^end 
Hotham, in the Prclt^n, alfo ol 
guns, fell in with the Toiua 
eighty gun fhip, wii :* luly her 
m id remaining. He att.icked be 
w,is compelL'd by the comi.ig < 
night, to difontiniif the ea^agi 
till ni xr m orniu/, when the ai 
a nee of ievera- I'rench (hipi d 
him to wididia v. 

But the en ;Ji^e tirnt thit hajy 
between the liii of tif.y guns, a 
Ffi'nch flilp of leventv'four, wai 
hap^i the mud remarkable aAioH 
took place during the war. N 
of th jm ha i fuffered through the( 
but notwithdanJing the prodi 
inequality between them, thclfit 
tained fo refolu e a fightt thai 
a clofe enga rement within piSol 
that laded an hour and a hal 
French lliip was obliged tq pni I 
the wind, and croud away withi 
of fail. Tne commander of the U 
Captain Raynor, whofe heroic Ijp 
in this brilliaiit wBdoa^ iii M 



STORY OF THE LATE WAR. 3IJ 



rouQtry the highcft honour 
icknowledged by iht French 
(9 with unfeigned aiiouiniment 
atioD. 

reach fqnadron returned to 
and on the twentieth of 
n fuch a (hattered condition, 
diig an attack from Lord 
ey did not ?hii;k it fafe tu re- 
:. 'ITicy failcrd on the twcnty- 
r BoRon, in order to repair 
8 in a place of fccurity. 
litifh fquadron Lad fufl'ercd 
in the ftormthan the French, 
bh'gcdy however, to make 
at New York for the pur- 
itting. As foon as this was 
lOrd Howt faded immediately 
of the French fleet but he 
10 Bofton harbour. Refol- 
ever to attsck it, if it were 
r, he carefully reconnoitred its 
but It was fo powerfully pro- 
batteries and defences raifcd 

iide, that any attempt was 
Lirrly ufelefs. 

Dount D'Eftaing was f uling 
w-port harbour to attack the 
i under Lord Howe^Geneml 
ar.ded on the northern point 
Ifland. The force he had 
confifted of about ten thou- 
I. On the feventcenth of 
.hey begun their operations 
( batteries, and makingtheir 
s to the Britifli lines. Gene- 
was no lcf» attentive in t;ik- 

meafure to fruftrate ihcir 

His gurrifon was fuflj- 

uerous, and in excelent oider 

8 ; and ^ the (ituation of the 

;?thcr with the works that 

conRrudlcd for its defence, 
t very capable of making an 
eiiftance, 

ithern part of Rhode Ifland, 
• town of Newport ftands, is 
jm the northern by a narrow 
land, which forms a' kind of 
Along this ridge* which 
'itHBtheeaftcrh to the weft. 

Che Britifli pvmp luui £oe^ 



m^ h'nes and redoubts that entirely fe- 
cured the louthcrn divifiou of the 
Ifland from any appreher.fion of an 
enemy that could only can y on his 
attacks by land. 

Had Count D'Edahig, as it had 
been prcpofcd co op'jrarcu with Gen» 
crul duUivan and landed a body of 
men on iht fouthern fliore, whi> he 
was making a diverflon on the north, 
the poBtion of General Pigot would 
have been extremely critical. The 
Americans complained bitterly of his 
condud upon this occafion. He was 
at the time when Lord Howe arrived 
with his fquadron, completely matter of 
the harbour; the Britifli fliipping there 
had been either funkior burnt, to pre* 
vent their being captured by the ene^ 
my. It would have bten impnidi- 
cable fur the Britifli fquadron to A^rcea 
paflage into the harbour a^a nft fo 
great a fuperiority. Every advantage 
was mainfeflly on his fide, a:.d the fuc* 
eels of thcenterprize fetmed clearly 
within his reach. His motive for 
relinquffliing it, was the uncertain ho- 
nour of defeating the Lritifh fleet. 
But it would have been time enough 
to have enc-»untertd Lord Howe after 
having obliged General Pigot to fur- 
render Rhode iflanrh Such were th^ 
ideas of the Americans en this ocea* 
don. 

The condu^ of Count D'Ef^iiiig 
gave fuch offence to the people of New 
England that w. re with General 
Sullivan, that they abandoned the 
the enterprize, and returned home 
highly difgufled at their difappoint- 
ment. This defcrt ion reduced liira to 
an inferiority in point of number to 
the garrifon he was bcHeging ; and 
compelled him to think ferioufly of 
mak-ng a retreat. 

He broke up his encampment ac- 
cordingly on the twenty-fix:h cf 
Auguft. But on perceiving his in- 
tentions, the f arrifon fallied c ut upon 
him, and afl'ailed him with fo much 
▼igour, that he was cocvdx^vii^d v> 
make fevenl teto\vijLc &aLiv4|kV^^^\:^ 
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conU\ bring off hih troops. With mich to all iti operationt, and opca fiwli^ 

c'.iihciiLy re n ai:c '^vihI hifl rvlrtat t^cidiifa^iou to the -^mcncaiiiy Mtf|^ 
tn r. n.c d('v4tntiiv,ciiiih ^jroutuli n ihc reader them totally ma AcTi of the fi4( 
noTiii <jf tilt' ifljiiil, wl.erc he poltid every wherc^ yn^ at liberty tum^ 
liiinUlt fo k( iirtly a> to reinutii mil ot fcjii < what mcafttre tbey plcafed wdMI,; 
ftii (tar.^^r. lie tilt II pafTei- hisTroojt ou; interruptioiu - ' 

rjvci ti tiiC riir.ti'itnt,i.iu: i-ut aiiciiil Such were the hopes withvUl 
to a. I ix;' d-to.i, wl.iLh. though it C4)itiu D'Lilaing quitted France | 
ju^jurtii l.ifv j::t«t jeif* ai h-nuur, rt aid he, uht/n he firli arrivcdo^ 
vas ;ttcii;iid \vit)i iiiucii huitwih iht cimII of Americat (ind any iBOtni| 
tr> itl.'ic ariJ i!:s <;«.r. ai.d hri^u^lit t.» alter them. Though the prime obi 
Ci lilt D'KP.'i'ii/ i'.'.d his cuuiiiryn.tn ject ot his deft inatiot) had not bectj 
i:r''i n:uc!i ditrepiiticion. a.iivrtr::dy which was to come unit 

(t ua<i fur;uTiau' for (Jeneial Sui1i> uii the lit itilh fleet aud armyi yet hifj 
v: n U) liuve ifLCii.0 I. IS vduat ip iliis il.enj^th Wd8 I'uch. that in Allap| 
fi..ii!i.er Iz' nuoi<itel> ui! his (itpt^rtnu-y aiiee, no n;.val ft rce that oiuldM 
T) I- itcn:} Clintdu anivid in Rliuce brou^rlit a^aioli Lim would be ahklQ- 
3l!.nd w h a hiuW of t'^ur ihtuiand withitanJ it. 

nu!'. Siiuit a ri.iiiiui\cnHiit to tLc Llaie with this profped^ he caobj 
g<ji'>f( n. wdiild huvi* ciKiblit liiit: to denil' entered the liccue ofidiDB|; 
ol 'i.iii tli<. II in*>icti(Mucii fa o^er that bui he met with an advcriaryvta^ 
cilii'^ i: ! if uiKat v. ould ).;.vc been cut Hopped his progrefs in the very utf^^j 
cf7. ii'.id tilt: wii oi Providence dittioy- aiu: cu:iviiiced hiro, that il Lcactv 
ev', a pl.tci* nf whici) ti.e neiglibour- fuc :eiS| it mult be puicli^cdltl 
li((-! (KiHr>(iitd j>ei|HtuHl alaiiitsat oraull rMc. I'^e hchcici uptct 
P' ('.A in^^ifl, fi« Ilk lilt ainr-niciits whum at tlrft, he thought unable I 
c!i.i> c*i.t(r|ji2c:i« ti.at \v( K coutiiiujiiy defend liiu;fclf» airquiriug 
|)-(«j'C'cd atid c;irnecj tn irum tiiat through dint ot luuerior al 
qu II 'cv, and indefatigable exert u.ns, the 

This \v;tR : he difi^n intended by Sir of ailing on the odeuiive. In: 
Peiir) C il. run, aiid ^l.ich he would, in tizc of fhips* in weight ofm€tll»tt 
ill all pri)i:al ility, have extcntcd, hud number of men, this enemy 
iii'i <c>iM I ;iTv ^inds dria VI d his arrival c?mo fojrth to encounter him il 
It ivaA ho\Viv<r "o !niali fuccefs cu the <^ptii fea, trufting foltly to his 
Frltifh arii.s at ilis critifal juncture to and capacity for the iffnc of fo Hi 
have defea^cci liie attcmps of ihe a con t til. Inftead of a broken and 
AmciK'aiis by laud, and tlMiit. of the iitaruued foe, flying before hiBi 
Ficiich :«t fiii, noiuitliltaiding their glad to abicond wherever a flkhi|F{ 
inMr.cnfe fnj '.rioiitv and the ^ail ex- could be found, he faw 
p.-clirions il had created ail over the through the diligence, the 
connnent. and the daringncfs of his rival*! 

No crtritmander had everfet forth ons, under a neccffity of aToidingba^ 

with j:rcuiir vie« 8, and with greater for his own prefervation. A&9 

pr.T^Hvls .,( fiiifilifiig them ; and per- being fo fucceflively difappointcdnl 

liHps ront was ever more completely defeated in ctery attfoipt he hadfa* 

dil':*; p^>iiited. In France it was thought, med, to ci'mplete his nuntificatioi^ll 

rhjt if he were not able tofurprize the was compelled to feek refageaiMM 

Pintilh d' et nd army, dill he would thofe whom he had bcfO tent ID^ 

unqiieflionzbiy have it in his power fill, in order to tfcape the mmtAfi 

to diftrefs th; former in fuch a man- this aAive and rclblntc ibf* 

tier, ai ivou/d difable anddUpiritlKt TVius termimit^ ^ ^ , 

/axrcr /o cficifluaily. at to put an tn. ^ti^\A\a?it.\MQBk«uiqNMA 

' d 1 
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Effaioff ; v^boy though a brave triumphantly at New York, atfia4 

1 experienced officer, was certainly been eapc6tfd» the Americani were 

J unaUe to enter the firldofcom- obliged to pmte6i them in the road 

ition with fo great a naval coai- of BoAon, where the French fquad* 

nder a« Lord Howe;— -Inftead of ron now rcouinedy Httcrly incapable 

wing tbc hann^n pf France flying of f^ce< 
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^-rrhalofa "^I't.vjitr from Trance to the Con^e/s. — Trgirfi^m-i 
eftbe Qonimijfiancrt in America. — Military Operations in Ameriu. ' 



1778. 



AMiiiIfter Plcnj'otcntiary to the 
United States of America, was 
fcnt over by the Court of France in 
Count D'Eftain)r's fleet ; his name 
was MonUeur Gerard, one of the Sc- 
iCrttariet to the Kind's Council of 
State. He was received with great 
Solemnity by the Congrefs, to whom 
lie cU'livcrcd a Utter from the King of 
•France. 

T\\i diredlion to this letter was, 
"« To our very dear great Friends, the 
Prcfidcnt and incaibtrs of the Gene- 
ral Ctmgrcfs of North America." 

Tl c arrival and reception of the 
miniritr fix)m France, made a remark- 
able iir.prefQon on the minds of the 
i Americans. They now felt the 
^vt'ight and importance to which they 
ltc»dar Ten among the European na- 
tions. *' Thus,'*faid they, «* in one 
4< f their publications at that time, 
*' has a new and noble fight been 
€k hibitci' in this new world ; the Re- 
pr rlentatives of the United States of 
A Qicric?, folcmnly giving public au- 
^i( recto a Miniiler Plenipotentiary 
fro 11 th» moll powerful Prince in 
•lu ^'>pc. Four years a^jo, fuch an 
«7e It, at fo near a day, was not in the 
liv^'cvcnuf imagination. It is the 
Alrr. liglity who raifcth up: He has 
jfati* )acd America among the poweis 
•f l^ c enrth, and cloathcd her in robes 
^fo wrcjgnty.'' 

TI: ic prcfence of this miniiler, the 

fiiDn} f aifurances of fupport which he 

ftroo^ bty the arrival of the fleet under 

Couat I)*E(isiing, the evacuiUou g{ 



Philadelphta, md the retreat of 
army, were events which hap] 
altogether, elevated the fpirit 
the Americans to fuch a degree, tl 
they no longer confidcrcd thtirdcftilf 
as any ways precaricus : they loukeli 
upon their independence asthuroagUy 
eftabtifhed, and viewed the feodiBJ^flfji 
the Commiflioncrs from England Mr~ 
infult* 

It was from thefe motives that 
contimied to infill with fuch fii 
on ttie immediate acknowlcdgmcot i 
their independence, or thcwithdiar^ 
of the fleet and armv from their 

# 

try, as tlie preLminary ftcp td 
treaty. 

Governor Johnfton whofcal 
had recommended In'm tc the placei 
one of the Ccmmiflionert, was eitc 
fively coimctlcd among the prii 
perfonages on the American contii 
where he had been fome years befatj 
promoted to the govcrnmtot off] 
province. lie had always aAcd t] 
ilrenucius part in defence? of the cUl 
( { America, no man in ParHaBciC] 
having efponfc-d their caufe with 
warmth and deciiion. 

He had; on his arri\al in Ai 
opened a correfpondence withfiMBe< 
the principal Members of Cooj 
on a footing of private friendfllip. 
which he hoped to derive cfir 
utility to the public commiflum '1 
which he was invciled. Hii b 
contained the wamieft dogian 
the ch&racler xnd behaviour 
ATEk^clcaiasi and were 
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Jig about a dordial recoaci- 

re to conciliate their good- 
mfidence, he had carefully 
Todi all juftificacioii of the 
>r policy of the condad a- 

Grcat Britain. He pre<» 
the contrary, an entire ap- 
f uaturality in the difpute 
c psircnt date and its colo- 
onfined himfelf to depore 
flPeds it had produced, 
thod of proceeding appear- 
j very judicio is, yet in the 
it anfwer cxpedation. By 
motives the Congrefs were 
I, they difapprovcd of it. 
[nmiilioners were now per- 
t all hopes of detaching any 
>nies, or any confederacy. 
In this perfuafion, they 

neccffary to adopt a dif- 
!Um of aftlng from that 
y had hitherto purfucd ; 
ciliatory offers would not 

have recourfc to the moli 

fevcre. 

Iccutioa of harfh m;:afures 
(Ten coniidered and recoin- 

the friends to the plan of 
IS the readied and mod ef- 
rhey would bring fuoh dif< 
fie Colonies, as w^uld not 
pel them to f ubmit They 
d that vad continent as pe- 
:n to incurfions and rava<^e8 s 
irere of fo immcnfe an extent 
vould not poHIbl/ be guard- 

an enemy that was mader 
:re were innuincrable bays^ 

inlets, where to :iiake def- 
ftru£led. The rivers were 
)rded a navigation for (hips 
r into the interior parts of 
f : by fuch means it would 
penetrate the mod of the 

fettlements, and to fpread 

into the heart of every pro- 
le continent. 

ance of this determination » 
liflioDers publidied, in the 
c»f Odobciv f procUma,tionf 



which was addrelFcd, in fpecific term^^ 
to the Congrefs, to the Provincial 
Ademblies, and to the inhabitants c<f 
the Colonies at lar^re. 

Herein they took a retrofpeA ofth t 
tranfadions and condud of Congreftf* 
charging them with an obdinate re* 
jedion of the pro£Fers of reconciliatioa 
on the part of Britain, and reprefent- 
ing them as authorifed to exercife the 
powers they had aflumed. They re- 
capitulated their own endeavours to 
bring about a redoration of peace and 
happinefs to America, and gave notice 
of their intent to return to England^ 
as their day in a country where their 
commidion had been treated with fo 
little notice and refped, was incon- 
(ident with the dignity of the power 
which they rcprcfentcd. They pro- 
fcfl'ed, however, the fame rcadinefs a^ 
ever, to promote the objcds of thdr 
mifSon.and to continue the concilia- 
tory offers that were its principal mo- 
tive. 

After feveral earned admonitions 
diredled to the public bodies, and 
different orders of men, civil, military, 
and religious in general, and to all the 
individuals throughout the Colonics in 
particular, they proceeded to inforn^ 
them of the alteration they fhould be 
under the neceffity of making, in the 
future method of carrying on the war, 
fhould the Colonies peiTid in their rc- 
iidance to Great Britain, and in the 
unnatural connexion they had formed 
with France. 

** I'he policy, as well as the bene- 
volence of Great Britain,*' fa id they, 
•• has hitherto checked the extreme* 
of war, when chey tended to didrcfs a 
people, dill confidered as fellow fub- 
jeds, and to defolate a country fhortly 
to become again a fource of mutual 
advantage ; but when that country 
profeffes the unnatural dt-fign, not on- 
ly of edranging herfelf from us, but of 
mortgaging herfelf aud her refourct • 
to our enemies, the whole contcd ia 
changed ; and tfct c^t^vou \%^ Vci^ 
far Great Briiaia iaa^^\>^ ^scr^ tcw-uxv^ 
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in her powers deflroy or readtr uHrlcfsy 
a connection cuut rived frjr her 
mint and for the aggraDJif^mjnt 
«f France?" 

•« Under fuch circumdaacrs, the 
laws of fclf-prcfervation mult dire ^ 

the condud of Great Brliain : an J if llr )u^v:il and muil pJiuted 
the Britiih Colonies arc to bcco:n'; aa were applicable to iht ubj« 
acccifion of power to France, will di- 
refl her to render that accelfion of as 
little avail as pjfEbl^ to her enemy " 

" It will n-iw become the Colonic^," 
added they, ** to c dl in miud their 
own folcmn appeals to Heaven, in the 
beginning of ti:ii ejntett, that tliry 
looJc up arms on^y for ths redrcfs of 
grievances ; and tliat it w julJ be their 
wim, as well as their Interelt, t^> re- 
main for ever coiineclcd wii'i G.ent 
Britain. \Vc agiin aCc them, whe- 
ther all their ;;fievaiiccs, real or Kip- 
pofed, have not been am^ly \iu\ fully 
redrclfed? And we infiii that iiU* of- 
fers we have mude, leave nolhin;]^ to be 
wilhed in point eilher of immediate 
liberty, or of perinancat lecurity. If or even dejorir.. S.iortly 

If.Ti 



the appearance of diaj^ 
tince of at Ic: all thirt)* &uk 
wiih their caitle and all the 
property. 

Ill addition tn thi« «^r 
iiTacd a manifedo, doflce 



in vtLW. 

'(*!iis manirello was ai 
with a farii'ty uf publics 
private ihdivj.iaaN, all w 
gr.'it ilren;th i>f »iilw*, and 
ofiKoj^iii. Their ^rrneri 
to i.nprjfs the com unlioac 
fal'e.i b.licf. that a:i attcTi 
cu-e a return of oh <lienc< 
Hit ii'i on the part of tlic 
wa* t Kdlly li jitUls and imj 

File i'p.it'hvv t)f the 
frt):n wliicit fo n\\w.\i had I 
tv'J ill E.'i^'.a.ii, bccanc i 
evident, li vvHtvuii dill 
CoiH'vcfs CGulil hviiiT the 
tr.'it i: with a:iv re;nnani ' 



ifiefe oir.Ti arc no.v rej-.TL-u, h-;; 
with'iiiw frDrti ih.* ex?!'clfe of a con- 
in'iTi.)!, vvitfi wli!.:li w^- K.ive in v.iin 
beL-n hoiiiiareil. The fi ivj libeity will 
l»o lonjer be J.U' fron Grc.it Britain ; 
liorcjn it eilh-jr in j'jlfcice or pihl^y be 
e ipcdeJ from hei ." 

In oriler t(» mitij'atf the f .'e.Itv uf 

t-'i'S .III J Lnef.jri'j itii'jv^cda-.iii'iii, t!ivy 

II 'Nt p-oc<'cdeJ to ;;rint 3'i.i prorldi;! 

a jieiicr^d par Jon fiir nil trcf* :».i )le 

nffeiit.B CO viTiiiteG c".:.in^ iW pjClc;it 

^c:ll^:fi, fro:!i its coininj iceinei-t to 

: lie j.rcfent time, wi;lu)iit auy exj'.-p- 

rcii »*-:»al!oj-. '-r ; aiid tticy oiierwd to 

the Ct 1 Miic^ iit la*\;e, or lc;)a'iit»;ly, a 

"t-.rr.il '»r ipii-.»»<^ pe.iCv.', with ti»e 

iMviv;.!«,f th.'ir aii'.icnt • >veriiineiJts 

i ■•• •.;\;..i a^a'.i'.l :r.iy fmure nilVinge- 

V, y.il^t p.r.'] poleotci t.ii cv^r fiuin La:v«» 

atiuii by G.i:;l Bii: •. n. 

Tl.e p.:'.)i:'.hin;; ' " till? procl i. nation 

rro-ii'.JC'i a'l iir.mwvi'aie vvarnlnj( from 

Ci-vr.-'s, to all the inhabitants o* t le 

( >}]on\c% wiio lived in p!a vs ex;*!* U 

to <lc{i:cuta and rava^Ca^ Co fcCiivovc >)U 



retrcu: of the I^riiiih arnii 

■ 

V oi iv, ih«:eo'.ri.-4'iiii:o'.«ers wr 
t;» Co i-'.itl.:, 1.1 ani^vr to t! 
in they TK)rIi*:'l tiie'r refolji 
111 it of 1:0 tii-iity, A'i:hout • 
at-'k^io vied^.Uwiit of tiic iiki 
ol .V:nerica ; bat Congre; 
t.'i: nj aiiKvw-t ih'i dd be gi 
unS r)v wny of lljjhti pul 
Iciter a; id their r^foljiiony 

No.- ci;ii!i thev, ill till 
capiie.tv, ei.ape the anii 
of i.id vid.iiis. As they ha 
p;:l>lic decl nations rcfleiHeiJ 
CO!: Ui:\ uf Tuuce with gre 
of exiirillioa. the Marq*ii 
coiiilriicd i> n!i an infulta wb: 
bouiifi peiT'Miaily to rwfeat. 
acc'iniiii^ly, a letter to ch 
C .riilie. aii tiic principal 11 
t'e coiii uijiion, whereiohe 
CI of the rcllections caft 
C(iU:it/y, de.nanding repin 
challenging tliat nobkoai 
hi.a in the field* With Oca 
tuu for hia fcQondtf „ 
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tntlicunreafonablcTfefs and im- 
:ty of iucli a challenge, iz \% ns 
:d Willi no conlcqiu-nc;: ; znl 
srved to liicvir the fj>irie and 
that young ucblcnia-i f *r i\\\: 
' of bis cuuatry. It v. as, uuxv- 
. n'iOilincatlon to pcrlui^s in- 
wiih a public character, to liiid 
kes called to account in n rna:i!u-r 
fcxmcd to diuuiiiiit tiicir itu- 

espcdiiion was projected by 
ktficans,ard partly carried iii- 
:iui-in, ill tlic fpriiijij of tin's 
Its iiitcut wiiH Lo e:l:.bl;:ii a 
nlcatioii u'lth the Spaiiih ^j- 
i«t at N<:vv U;Lan5, aid to p.ive 
• fjr a rc'iuction of the Dniilh 
Ills tfi WcA Klorldn. 
pcrfon ecktrutlc ( witb tl:is ck- 
1, wrasC3j}:.ii.i Wisliiij, a re- 
nd nitcrpriziii;^ inau. \i the 

no very iiu.nerous party, but 
ij^of m-jii cli jfen \,y in'mijir, 
jwa tbc Miiriri) >i, Mid catnj 

U'.iawarcS i:p'<n tlie IViiiili 
ruj nii r:i: cvi.t of tint .iv-.r, 
(11 ry tti:'.l mi.d*: a pv.n ;>' \\ at 

; but wa& iit'i'tted at Um ^i\:Ht 
icc to receive any pi-otev:t^"ii, 
occa!jo;i iVurr. trie iurccb iiuz 
'Aor.ed tiicre. 

Vfn»iricaii uilicer treated tlKPi 
eat generoaiy. Upon fi:b.iiit- 
thc ^f)vcrnincnt of tne Unit- 
•8, t'lK-Ir property rciiiaiiicd ua- 
:, and they were plac-u upcn 
till;; of ail inofc wiio pnid 
cr io Coiiorcfij. 

Conqiielt, though of ''ttle im- 
e in ilfelf, awakened ttie ?tten- 
;lie people at New Yurk to t!ie 
n purtu of Ameiica. ^8 the 
was now ap^.T-^ehfng, curing 
t would be uni^dvifiibie to i^na 
ize^againU the norihcrn Pn>- 
Ihofc in the foiith bee:i;Le, of 
tijc muft C!i:;ible ol ject^. 
Tig the fe, Georgia Kcnicd to 
c Iraft ^iificuities, aiid :o pro- 
file fame timci great advan- 
um a ndjctlous It ubouadcd 



in a prod nation nf the utmofl utilTlv. 
This wiis rice, wnich.in tNe jirtknl 
circamil.imrts of the Diitith aruw, 
A\as a piincipal necc^fHry of I.f'.-, uid 
an eflcotiii! lubiiiinle for a vniieiy ot 
tluie provili«)nn mIm^u tiicy could. 
Oiiiy receive from liiiroj^e. 

Tile conima:id uf iV.h expedition 
was given to C^donel C.imp)-.!, An 
olHsTerof kaow.i courage tnd al- iity. 
He embarked 21 New Yori;.. wuli a 
conipjtent force unuc- the convoy of 
fonie fli'ps of war, coinioaiided by 
Ciiin.avKiOic Hvdc P.itkcr. 

In order to g:ve ad*:Itio:n! ftrcrv^tH 
to t'ris eiiLerprize, it whs dei-t.-Murd 
liiat an attack upon Gj n^Ii ili ) iltl -j; 
maiie irum an^iiluT tj'i 1-. r. . ■. riu* 
latent, G^^nttal Pr'rvcl »v »■; «'-•■. ll*cI 
tt) a;lvdn,v from tiu'-iide i>\ LI ill l\i.i-- 
ida, wture ric c.j .rn nded, ■.vitli ;ii|- 
t;ie tro>p!» t'Ml lij c mid CHiev't, Itav- 
i'i>r n«) injre nun w^re ai)iiM.tLcIv re- 
qiiute i'yr the iiTimeifate protdion 
ot that Ci/h)ny. Hapjv'y, ::S lita.tiijn" 
kv:'.shiwh. as c:c;).)rj.i it L.»Vv:rv lit tic 
apprciieiiif'Mis of jny «uiaci^ fioni ihi 
A iieric«*.iH, at iliis ti.itc. 

The til ces tmi filled from Nvw' 
^ ork, arriv d at t!ie cntranc.- of i!ie 
rver ."iuvaiinah, an<jut the cndt f l)c- 
Cwn/oer. in oruci' tu ubtain i-jftiimn. 
t:oii oil'.e eoii'lition jnJ i'iicufMir.iiJc s 
or tht place, an.l trie It eiM^ih :i' ,i 
fiautii.i) oi the ei:cniv a p.irlv ofl: 'ht 
iiitauiry an.i i.iiluis were kr.t jp a 
c:ce»t in !l;it-hottonied boi^s; t'icy 
luck.il\ fciz. d am! l)nM!r|it i»tt two im m, 
by whu:Ti they ^--erc i.dDr.r.cd, that the 
balttri B thaiha ibte.i inctr d lo j'l^jid 
tijc river, were, fr»m i)e:' g unt of re- 
pair. hccOi^L III' :\t vie '.able ; thtii ilic 
t'-iTi L'M V .IS vesy \v. :'k; b^t that 
t.oopbWc-f liduvlr ex, <Ct»d. 

l.»|i..n this inte'!i.";.icc, ^rei>r..' /ong 
wcrt. in-nicdiatdy i; jdc t r a . i-it. 
The armed ve^lels ^ci the way f«> ow- 
ed o\ Lht irantports ; the w.:Lfi- is 
lo Ihailow, that a iiun-.hr-r <,f i ic:ii 
jTcmiided ; but through ihr j:. !i\ i. ua" 
c xe I lii. i I s of C a pt .d\\ ^i \\v\\. -^ v A \\ vi 
*wvy, wiig [ccvcd a% ^ m>»Wv\x«i\ >^'<^vk^ 
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ihh ccafiont this obllni^ion was 
quick iv (urmuuntec!. Tlic ti-anfports 
w^rrc ;^ >i rffllie finis, »nd tlit tr«>«)ps 
were cm!-i;kcd in tlie fl^t boats, i:i 
which ihty r. 'vcdupthc rivir»anJtook 
their (latloii off the landing place. It 
W\i\g dark at tncir arriv.-il, and the 
enemy appearing by the fires on ihc 
fhore lo he prepared for defL"i?c. it was 
found neccflaryto wait for ihc return 
nf d.iy. 

The phice at which ic w.i<i inten.lcd 
to land, was of great natural itr.n^Ui. 
Its acccTs uan extreme 1y difR Mh : tiv.l 
had it been properly fnrf.fijd, w^.uld 
have proved inpraciicahlc : b it it w.-.s 
the only placr it which :: landing; to iil J 
he aitemptcd : llic who!e extent of 
land that by bctv.cen it and tiic i(1c of 
Tyhee, atthe cnirancc of the riwr, 
conniling uf f^van'pb and maiHies, in- 
Urfcdcd by dtcp and ldr;Te cret,k«j, 
impalfaLlc at the lowcll water. 

The dix.'fion that lay v[i the land- 
ing plai-e during the nigr.t, made good 
its landing at breriSw uf day. It wai 
%-j:r. ::andi'il by Coloi.cl M.iitland. A 
:iarro-.v caufeway, f.x hunderod yards 
]o!ig, a.id flar.lccd \Kitli a ditch on each 
fide, led frcrn thi^ i^m to a houlV fcat- 
ed upon a fn\;h a..d rid^y jjrouiid. 

Thislioufc Ct»loncl Mi i]an,l rcfolv- 
cd inilaatly to fccu.c : to t!n*s pur- 
prfc a ho !y of 11;^'' I infa;itry foriiud 
dirijtiy, as foon Ub l.imhd« ui i mov^d 
for ♦^ a ids wiih a*l ipccd alonpr the 
caifcway, O.i ii.iir appionch lo the 
the houle» the) rereivcd a heivy lire 
iron ;i ]*aily of the enemy, tlationtd 
on their way, by which Captain C?.m- 
crcn, wi>o rie.id.d the h'^ht infa:itry, 
W'di killed. Uiit his men, provoked 
at ihL- Ijfsiof their rom.n mder, ruilieci 
upon thtm focpiiekly, that they Iiad 
iio lime to tharge n^ain, and were 
ior ed to betake themfclves to a neigii- 
bouring wood. 

Ha .in;; f'jcnred the landing place, 

the remainder of the troops came 

u/horc, and took poll on the ground 

acn '^rhoiif, ,at the head ot iV.c 

eaufcwiy. From hence ihey com- 

Ji^ai.dLd an txudiyt view o£ l^ co>tfi' 



try, and could obferve all tlie 1 
cf the enemy. A large reinfti 
was ju.1 arrived, and was at tbi 
time forming in order of hi0 
twccn the tov ii and the 
troops. 

Colonrrl Cuiipbelly who < 
the n fiom ti.e »iei.rSt wheic 
p.iiled, refolved to advance f 
and attack the.r. wit ho -it delaf. 
they had time e'thcr to take ] 
:i<ivanta^L-ouj pofition, or la 
that w!i:cK duy had taken. 

Hiving fee.! :'cd hitf cum.iiaii 
wli . I'.iL bndi.-.:; place, the Colt 
ln\ l:aop3 up t>.e m^iii road I 
t!ie tovin. On his !cfi, he im 
cd hy a thick woo! in ^ ( 
^•round ; on its : '-iht ftood 
plant atio!iS, which were oecii| 
the h'g^t infantry whom he 
tac!ied for that purpofe. 

P*rom the many ditches lOC 
fnres, and other impcdimeati 
nature in the way of the Britiik 
notwithllandin^ ihey liegUB 
nov.menls early in the mar 
was three in the aftomooi beft 
couIJ riear ihci'e ob.tradioj 
gain the open g: Mindn, 

On their a;>^ ■ oaching the 
they f^nnd the. a p.iited appar 
much a<!vj »• i^e. Vhcy had 
ri iitnatiun, wiieron if they hi 
Sittackrd, it would have be 
dilHeult to fo.'ce them.— -'Dk 
drawn up in cxceediig good 
covere! by fvvanijjs on their ri{ 
Ic ft ; ncrofs the road, in the c 
th(ir front, between t«o marA 
a I ecp trencli was cut, and > 
hnndered yards abreail ofl^i' 
a rivulet ra'i tn the lame ii 
the hrid-re over which lh^^ '.ad 
down : Lv^iral p'ccet of cuaw 
pi itted on iheii flank' .vndcci 
This difpofition of the caeffl] 
cncd an obllinatedtfputet Mf 
cou!J be diflodged.^— While 
Can.;^SclI wai makiog tke I 
an ^ >vwk«^\,% fan \lbift 



rORY OF THE LATE WAR. 323 



horn he received fuch 
i decided ac once the 
day. 

upoa examinationy was 
ju^qted with a private 
i fwampy foreil en the 
It [lappcnt'd ft^rtU' 
way to this path lay 
V, through which the 
march unoLfcrvtd by 

nttlh'gcnce, Sir James 
-ltd by the Colonel to 
b thi« path with the 
I to turn the enemy's 
nd afiail them in the 

lovcmcnt was perform* 
y was brought up, and 
loliow, in fuch a poli- 
at.y, at a proper warn- 
ed up tberifnig ground 
whence it would com- 
t of the enemy, and 
^ps in the wood, 
'oloncl Campbell judg- 
t infantry had cleared 
Jgh the pa;h, and be- 

upon the rear, he di» 
ery to move up to the 
:)nt, and the whole line 
n the enemy with all 
rge was fo briik and 
icy were quickly bro- 
:d. 

Sir James Baird, at 
e light infantry, had 
way through the wood 
eding to execute his 

met with a body of 
inon, drawn up on an 
round, to fecurc the 
their army from any 
quarter : he charged 
uch vigour, that they 
:cdj with the lofs of 

their main body, they 
nod difordcr and con- 
;ht infantry fell upon 
icm with great exccu* 



tion, a!Mi entirely completed the vic- 
tory. 

'1 he fuccefs of the day was remark- 
able in every refped^. Before even- 
ing, the enemy was defeated in battle 
bchdes tliofe that were (lain, amount- 
ing to about one hundred and twenty, 
near five hundred were made prlfoners, 
of whom thirty-eight were conimif- 
fioned officers ; the capital of the 
Province, its fort, with ail .t^ m tiller) , 
ammunition, and llorcs, alur^< qi^an* 
tity of provifions, and all che i'l-.ippir.j^ 
in the river, fell into the pofTefiicn of 
the vld^oncus army. 

The conduct of Color cl Campbel 
upon this occafjon did him. the higheft 
honour ; not only on account of the 
military ikill he had difplayed, but the 
care he took that no irregularities 
fhould be committed by tlie foldiery. 
Notwithftanding the American troopii 
retreated through the town of Savan- 
nah, and many of the inhabitants were 
in the ftreets, none fuffered in the pur- 
luit but fuch as had arms in their hi.r.ds 
and were found in a^ual refiitance, 
and every care was taken to present 
the houfes from being plundered. 

It had been determined by the ene- 
my, that if the town could not be 
preferved, it (hould, after the example 
of New York, be ftt on fire, to pi-e- 
vent its being of utility to the Britifh 
troops; but upon int'ormatijn of this 
defign, the hiiiilh commander took 
fuch effedual precautions that nothing 
of that kind was attempted. 

The fpirit and adtivit) with which 
both officers and foidicrs cxeited 
thcmfelvLS in this exj .-Ition, waa 
truly conipieueus. V .tl.tut horl'cs 
to draw their artiller)', or waggons 
to carry their provlfions, they It ill 
found means to purfue the broken re- 
mains of the enemy's forces, and to 
compel them to retire into Carolina. 

On this fuccela of the BntlHi ar- 
my, many of the inhabitants joined 
the Colonel, and declared in favour of 
Britain. They reforted to him ia 
fuch numberh <b«^ h« ^v^ Kwikk^^ 

t 2|-^ V^ 
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t'» f M 'hcni into romnnni- s of h<iHi: 
51.'**". ' : »'^vy vvr.ic iT.j»!> it\ In pa- 
lrwl.i_^ I'l'j » lui'iirv, an! iii v »ici.i ivj 
fl.c tni:T.''< not: m^ i\ the uci^l:-.»oiir- 

-NUtT ihu-; iijtVjJJiijT tlie unit, d 
r. !».■'■• r :hi.'.i!'.oir. j^<;r-.yi'i Cir')l.ji.i 
an : '.Tti.v:''-! ^ ' ''"^l Cam pi ■.ell. :'»il 
C rin-iMiMic ' :!iN.»*r, wtrc t»t opi" «'ii 
tl»:il i!.i"i v'-ir.j'.-i prdvc j t":4vjarijbic 
r«-.. 'riur.i".' lo ii'!!*.* a pri'c'a'n.iliou, 
ii'viii-.i,; t^c iu!n'»'f"'.iits I'l ictiini to 
tlr»ir a K>M inct to tlie ljr;iirii gijvci ri- 
TT^t'it, • n I lie ifm'. olttTftl by liie 
C »rii.rnif»nci9, and tu alVill in llic 
fvij'?rt.ji<:i nf tl'clc wlu icliitui it. 

'''fir'i'r nvilM.iiinii \v.i< jiiliili'ui b) iJ'.C 
Ci- :'■ : tl.'^ :iir).ihii.i!its, a^ loon a> il 
V. '.- f'rL'', li: rkfd Jn in aii j-as Is <«t 
tl. "-^ :'iii tc« the Kiiiv'H I'tnutarii, 
a'l: I- ' .11 'y tui'klln' i>. tlis.aiui tin 
I. (! :! i J :i J.« .'}■ r :(*t to '.l.im. 

I'Mil^'T i')tH"^*.fii the J nlilic ic- 

c ■ll^, rrti iIt<L tvfy siiti 1141 to 

n'.ii.'h il p't.it* tt im.i'. iiiu.ii'"", pc- 

€«!•» M iivat> VM'U ( iiiud tl r ap- 

|..ii.tiM:'i . 1 1 • (i« u i"»rt iii.c urtn.i'ly 

It'll. .!>!. !ic!.H \slii) i'«ii. c iiilo tnc 

j-fViiii vj'ii ail iiiuiit 10 iiiiciiii|t 

^L^ t»<:j.qi:i.i!t\ by imiiii^; iiiiiiiUL- 

til t ^, i-r nm'. (fin ir-i jiiiin'"«iiaijl.s. 

Sui !i w:i. till- (• -i .j'U\." ulnl r p ii ih's 

oi^.fi'iilx tic LMiiir (I'll n.iim ir!*y 

t .11 i*: tf V •• ■ir«.l ten ii:i» >* tnin tJ c 

luiv'': . !i Un tiiMM>, tiic vl.i.'irjro- 

% III. .-it ( ri I it.u. \%..s iii'.iu ly U( I \Lr» 

rf! iMit .f I? c- h: ni*d tt ll<t' iitii.\, 

r.- rii':''.: 11 f.'Mrcd fi'-n ii'saiuji, ;tiiij 

{■■vli .« • il; nil i'»i, {,( ux it i\Kb Uirn ti y 

a^ rn^('!n.ill\ iMir i.p i/ii tiA a\ii.iiiii 

Km .In ^ irdoi Sii.iii C ii-'ii.i: ii3 

iiitiMi:.' ;:(;vv riiii (.III \K PS iiiilti v\ tlie 

f.'.M.t I nc I'M il tiitii.j.; ll.«il iMrtilttf 

cTkii « 1 f;r ■iiilI lati.<«fuCiiun Cu ui! (.uitks 

<;»■:•< » I ii;'«!, 

i:» liii m«an *in'c, O'lint P'Llbing 
)'t.: c^tT't-n liMi.ujf lo (!iii^^cnily at 
]/oiliii, t'l.'it bis fouHiirun was n^w 
C' n.rilf lei) refilled, and ia a condi- 
tio':) to put to Tea. 

He hid employed the Icifurc he 
Litd in that city, to iii^raiialc \i\vtk- 



ftlf with the people of that Cc^Myii 
by thofe art9 aiui method* in mVm 
the French are fiich compleat Dwften*^^ 
F{c ha.i fiiiitcrcd tbcm wiihcompE-' 
m.ntiry difcouifcc, and liviihcii ctcif 
\ • Jublc cririiiiend.it>on on their cte* 
ia:ici\ an<1 conduct in the piifcB(| 
t.»:i'-il, and ff;)ecia}ly oti ihf; meafurB 
rch uincin^ their political conntfiio*: 
with Great Britian, and forming a^ 
alhaMcc uitli Fiaticc. I'e gate tha% 
tVivi.iir.t treau and eiitcriainnKOl% 
whrrcin ih^th'rg was cinittid to IB* 
prils {hxiv vith advair.gj^rniiS lKlio«i 
o. rrcnch tailc and n?»gnir>e<fi cr. If 
one ot'thd'c pat ticularly, which «a| 
^'iven on bcaid ibc Langncdoc; ia 
oi'Icr to itctimn^end hioiftlf tltt 
n. 're p wet fully to hi< ntw a)li«*f M^ 
to Jhuw bow highly be rcij>cctcd tLtit 
a'ii»iiic'>, be fixed the pidture of Get* 
t'lai W«<fii!i.gtt'n in il-.c iiH)ll CM- 
tptc-uc>L> p!irc ('i the place of Cbtcr^ 
t»ininci:t, in a lu| cib ti'iiine, dccorai* 
cd with kiiicls. 

Ly theic and the like mcthodii lift 
obtained the favuur and bsiirvulence 
ol tbc rubng ptopU', and thegrt- 
itcKr fbffea, and ni t a little acccfc- 
rauo the afiiiiancc he wanted iilt. 
\aiicty Ol rclptcis. 

Nirwjshc iir.mindfu1» atthefa^rj 
tlnif, of a very iflcrtiul part of t!#] 
ciinmifTion with uhiih he \ras cbflj^ 
e(if ai.d v.biiii wLs a material oljfA 
»u liifi opcditicin to AirenVi ; ifcii 
vas to tcvive Uc inttTcft of Franccii 
) il tfiiciiiu Ci iun\ of Crnuday aadtift 
ixcirc l* c pcf|]c to ditach thfO* 
it.\\<s from ibc rbcc'itncc fo Gwl 
I'liiaiii, aitd to return to tliafc oil 
Im.iiicc, or join tbimfclvea to liie 
Lhiitd vStatts of America, 

In puiiuance rf this dtflfftt^ tde% 
clration was piibb'fhed dated tki 
twenty third of OaoLcr, addiefidil 
the nan-.c of the King of Fnacctf 
the French inhabitants of Cmdf^ 
and of every other part of Amtna 
formerly F.ibjcd to that CkmMK 

Great hopes were concetftd cf ^ 
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Ting tlic natural attachment 
)plc fur the land of thtir 
Had Count D'tltaing fuc- 
Lis oripr.al c*clign, a rcci very 
la by Fiai.tt woiiH pro- 
c been one cf the confe- 
or, at Icall an union of it 
' Aineri(.*an all left, 
jtwitliftanding the failure cf 
pal intent, the Americans 
I bia exptdiiion, though 
vllh matiy difappointmcnis, 
ivf event ill their tavour 
hr.ai.diiig the endeavours of 
I'Kitaing to Tiudcr himlelf 
atiun ac< t ptable to the New 
pet -pie, the inveteracy to tbc 
raiiitii nahy inherent in the 
h «, couid not be rcflralncd 
aking out in Uollon, in a 
lat Liight Uave been attended 
mull Itrious coni"s.<jucncc8 to 
ids of" both France and A- 
ird not the prudence of the 
y interpoi'ed, oo the one 
i.d the fcigacity of Count 
g co'Cperalcdon the other, 
x'late fray hn['pcned in that 
^len the populace and the 
bilorft, in which thefe were 
;hly handled, and had much 
. A number of them were 

wound cdy and f^me, it was 

'Acicki}lcd,_ 



Preci&!v at the fame time, a diftur^i 
baticeoftne like nature happened at 
Charlcilown, to Si'uth Carolina, bc« 
twcen the French and American fea- 
men ; but it was carried to mucl^ 
greater extremities : they engaged on 
both fides with fmall arms, and eveo 
with cannon. A number of people 
were killed and wounded. 
^ I'hefi diflurbances were the un» 
avoidable effefts of an antipathy a- 
gaioft the French, which could not 
cafily be cradicatrd* from the bread of 
a people n^ho originated- from Fng« 
land, arid had fropi theiv in&ney bcm* 
bred in a ftrong a^erfion to th* 
ancient and inveterate enemy of a 
country which they had fo long bcea 
taught to confider at their own. 

Whatever neceffity they wereuw- 
dcr to affe^ amity and* attachmt:iia- 
to the French^ thi« inimical difpo- 
tjtion to tliem, had taken fuch pro* 
found rooty that it wa» only oni 
pnbhc occurrencet, where th« uniteA 
powers of France and America were 
m queftion, that they could prevail 
upop themiehres todiffemble it. Thd 
French themfelves were too penetrat- 
ing not to perceive it ; but the objedl} 
they had in view, induced them to 
pafs over in filence many tranfadioM 
highly mortifying to their mtiona^ 
vanity. 
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* 1 ''HE fqii?.i2ron under the coir mand 
"*• of Atimiral Bvron, afut mcctlug 
viih a moil tempt lliK^us pafl'nge from 
liugland, had put inti> Halifax , from 
whence it arrived at New Yoik about 
the middle of September. 

Hi« firU carcy on hearing ri the 
Frtucli fleet under Count D'Eilainjf 
bein^ at Doilon, was to put his o\ivn 
into fuch a condition^ as mi^^ht en- 
^Ic him to watch his motions ; but 
it wa* fo icrriLIy P'.attertd by the 
Aormb he Lau endured^ that a full 
lUiinth was confumed in repaiiing 
it. 

The fame ill fortune that had at- 
tended him ever fince his departure 
from England, flill awaited him c.n 
the coad of nmcrica. As foon as he 
wan anived in Bt'ilon Lav. he v.'as 
afTiilcd by a iiurin, in which his 
fqnadron fuflfercd again fo much, that 
it was obi i>;cd * ur take ihelt<.r at 
Rhode Ifland. 

While il:e Brit'Tn Admiral was de- 
tained by the neccl:".iy of rcparing ihc 
dnn'..".^(-s his (hi;.*s had liillaincd. Count 
D'hHain;; embraced that c]*porl uni- 
ty cfquitin^ the harbour tt Boiion 
urrr.okiUd, and failinj for the Well 
Incics- 

As tlic objetl of this expedition was 
rlA-icns, it was incumbent on the 
liritiiTi commander at New York, to 
f{-;j i fuch rpfnforccmeats to the Weft 
Inilie's as mi^;ht coiioteradl it, and put 
f>ie illunds belonging to Great Brit- 
ain in thofe parts, into fuch a poiluic 
of defence, as might effectually pro- 
te^t them from the attempts of the 



A fe!edion wai aceordinglf QiaAi 
c*f fomeof thefaefl troopi io the lcr< 
vice, to the number of abont fiw 
thoufand men, who embarked at New 
York, in a fleet of Hxtv tranfporti; 
they were commanded by Gtneid 
Grant, and efcorted by Commodore 
liothani, wiih flve men of war of the 
line, and fome fngates. 

The protefiion of the Britini WcJ 
India iflanc^s, was indeed, a buftadt 
that adnitted of no longer dehy« 
I'rcquent reprefcntations had beta 
made to the miniflry by the mow 
chants in England, and the pofleflbn 
of (flates in thcfc tdar.ds, of thcirdc- 
ftncelefs fit nation. 

1 his anxiety was further increaM 
by the continual prcpaiations that 
were canying foi wait's in the neigh* 
boun'ng Fiench and ^panifh iHiindi* 
Marti ui'co, the principal of the Fnnick 
Canibbee iilands, was at this period 
r.ncier tiie govcrnir.ent oi one of tSie 
ir.oil active ad cnterpnzing mea 
that France had cv-r feiit to the Weft 
Indies. Ixi: wasconll^ntly employed 
in foin>ing prcji^s agaiiid thepof* 
fclTionR ot Dritum in thofe fcasyaad 
li nged to ilgnalizc himfdf bjreduc* 
ing tncm to the power of France. 

Among thofe ifles that bad beta 
ceded to Great Britain by the U 
treaty of peace, was Domimco. Itt 
fituaiion between Guadaloupe and 
Martinico, and commanding a vicvof 
l>oth, rendered it an acquifitioB af 
great importance in time of war* It 
)iad for tliat reafon, been eudklf 
fortifted, and proWded with artiBBir' 
bMlftotn (omc unaccountaUc M^ 
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1 nothing that could be called a 
'oo. 

H8 defcncelefs (late of the ifland 
rell knovirn to the Marquis De 
le, the Gofcruor of Martmico 
:-niCQtioned. He embarked at 
Inl :o at the bead of two thoufaud 
forces, about the beginning of 
mber, and mads a defceat at 
inico, <vhorc he found no more 
3ue hundred regulars, and a few 
anies of militia to oppofe bim. 
I endcarourii to prcferve ihc place 
evidently ufclcfs, it only rerudin- 
procure as favourable: a cap it u- 
as could be obtained, 
e Marquis De Bouille a6lcd upon 
ccaAon with a moderation that 
n-ich honour to liii churadter. 
rarrifon were treated with all the 
irs of war, and the inhabitams 
rd in the pofLlIion of all their 
rty of every denomination, 
were all j.vcd t j retain their iu- 
gnvcm nent ia all its forms, 
►niy alteration they experienced, 
he rrans'crrluq; tSeir o bcdieiice 
J: cat iir'tiiu Ij I'^.-asice. 
e Mni-qula Di! Boullle obfervcd 
ipital ition with the llrictci tide- 
no kind of plunder or irregula- 
rs permitted. As a recompence 
eir fcrvices upon this uccalloi), 
itriharcd a pecuniary gratitica- 
mong the fuldicrsand volunteers 
ad accompanied him upua this 
ition. 

miral Barringtoiv lay at this 
no further oif thim Barbadoes, 
wo fliips of the line and fome 
Sd. His orders were to remain 
t (lation till he received further 
dlions. He waited, accordingly 
lonths without receiving any, or 
•eing apprized that hoiUlitics had 
enced betweea Great Bntain 
ranee. 

foon as h<* was informed of tfie 
upon Dominico, he tliought 
f no longer bound to remain paf- 
r want of inflrudtioni, and faUed 
IpoUiblc Ipccd to iia aifidiiQce* 



The force he had was fully fufficiint 
to have frullrated the attempt, had it 
been pradicable for the garrifon to 
have prevented the French troops from 
mikijg a del'ccnt ; but that being 
cfTe^led, the Marquis D-* Bouillc lud 
nothing to apprehend from Admiral 
Barrington's fupcriority in fliipping, 
as he could, on hearing of this ap- 
proach, retire in a few hours to Marti- 
nico, and the Admiral had no troops 
to attack thofe that now were mailers 
of the ifland. 

Not with (landing, the arrival of Ad« 
miral Barrington deterred the French 
commander from making any further 
enterprizes at the prefent, the fuc- 
cefs he had met with, was an ample 
reward for his activity. 

O.i receiving intelligence of the 
capture of Dominico, by the French, 
Sir Henry Clinton was convinced of 
the immediate necellity of fending the 
fpeedieft faccours, to prevent any fur- 
ther difaders. 

The dangers to which the armament 
dedined for the Well Indies would 
be expofed, was obvious. The French 
fquadron was hourly expeded to fail 
from Boilon, and its track being the 
fame as of that which prepared to fail 
from New York, it was much to be 
apprcliended the former might fall ia 
with the htter. The occafion, how- 
ever, was fo prefling, that it was 
determined to difpatch it at all haz- 
ards. 

But the good fortune of this fleet 
was fmgular. It failed from Sandy 
HooIl the very day on which the 
French fquadron, under Couut 
D'Edaing, took its departure from 
Bollon. As their deltination was 
the fame they failed in a parallel 
during gri?at part of the voyage^ 
very near each other; but happily 
for the Britiih flceti without know- 
ing any thing of their proximity. 
To complete this good fortune, a vio- 
lent florm arofe, which difpcrfed thor 
French fquadron, and di-ove it ta f&cK 
a dii\aace> ^3k ^tc«cvkXjc\ *\\a I'^^^voi'i^vaL 
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^vitlllhcr^.•^: anier Commjiijrc Hoth^* that caiman J •: J tiic fouth Cdtfl 
an He' ani.'j'i at l)ai-!uiOJi} a;iJ dc Scic B.iy. 

'liij iitiiiiy ot* t'lt'fc meafiApfi 
pcnrrJ iTiiicti rjuiTt'.r thin rt had 

co-n^'llh.-d, vvlicii a lir»je fle^'f wa 
covjrjj, ;t .•rlii^ t'livirdi the i 
i; •j'jnri.LJuf k^ict'i^'n-Jrit'tcomuii 



j »incd A*!iuir.il Ljarilir^iori, before; le 
Count D'Kitaing had icucLwd a.iy uf 
the illand<). 

It wai i n.n-jdiatay determined t«> 
■fcizc this c/itical oppartimii/, ar» J : .> 
attack, bef.trw' h'n arrival, the iilc of 



i>t. Lucia, lyititr to the niinU we'd of by Cauiit )*Lil.;iii^, attended 
BarbadotfB, and in il^ht of Muriiuico. great nu n'^jr of m;att:s priva 
Td this purpofc, G(rucral Mcads'w^ and trMrnirt* ; 01 b .ird of 1 



with a body of h^iit iufa;itry •'■i.id wa^ cnl^'(rk,^l j force of 111 lefi 
grenadiers, was difp itched to ma cc a irr^ tli-nif^tnd r.iCii. Tfivy 
defcent to a bav called Cul de 6;iJ ; 
where he landed accordingly- on tuc 
thirteenth of December. The hei^cj".! 
oa the north iiJe of this b:iy, wcie 
occupied by the Chevalier Dc ivIIcd-.uI, 
the Freiich cornniandant of tlie itl.ind, 
with a body of regulars and the mdicia. 
Njtwithilanding llie advantages of tlic 
ground \s here he was polled, tiie Ge- 
jieral quickly forced him to t'Crire 
with the Iv/fj of hi* artilL'ry, an J f.i^- 

ed upm a battery at the entrance uf arrive to* ihjii pr(>te"^i4)n. 
the haibo'.ir. 'I'iic i'VenL'h Vdmiral wot flO 

The vvay being t!ms cleared for the his vv:iy lu tli.- QreniH !c.s, with ■ 
Tcr.Ti.iiid.T of the f.)r;:es they landoi 



c \i ic fl y re.; ' 1 M !•«, d rawn from ihc j 
f«>iis uf I'lvz Fiv:iolt iilaads, or biv 
from I'Va ICC in his own iliipi. 
had becu ^'jiii:!;^ i >r hiin at & 
nico, A-..v;c l.uy ■'» Jil h-fcn coUeA 
l\u \t..fjii.-? L)j Bouilie, aft« 
capture .u" Oj'ninico, in h'ip<t( 
ing ci!)K-, in conjpic^ion with thcti 
unds:r Coii.u D*iidaiu.> to m 
coiique'd of all, or ;noIl of the ft 
ifland!<, iijiore any faecuiHV < 



under General IVcK'o:, aiid jjlnf.i^r 
with thole under G.'niral Meid i.vi, 
they advanced lo^c?t»ier to^vi^d-* tij 
<:hi.-f plaj.' in the i:!.ind. Ti»e rV«.'.K!i 
co:.ininlant mije the <) il d^fe.ue he 
was able ; bnt was ojll^-.cd to rctre:;t 
"Lei ore ttiC fnpjiiv;rily vA i'orcsi thai 
aitack.d him. 

Abi.i I a^ the enemv retlieJ fio-n 

# 

tliclr poih, they were occii:)ied at id 
p:it i'l a ftatL' of dcfcMce with tlu iit- 
ntjll e?:pcdIrion, as if the immediate 
nec-.'itity of ta!i.inj thefe pre caul ions 
hed I)Ctn fortlcin, 

G/neral Meado'.vs had,by this lime, 
taken piiire'non of a poll uf grrat ini- 
pwi^ianv'O, c.dled Vitrjc.^ coniinamlinj 
tJ»c nnrih fide of Carena^e Harbour. 
Gentrral .Sir Hv-nry Calder, w'.i'x a 
ilron;r b )dy was llatioiied at the 
landing pi ^c*'', to prcferve li»e coiTima- 
/.icar/ufi u" -i the fleet. From thence 
Jij il'iit /'cVlthI dctac!imeiUa to {c'\/.c 



he inea<it i r> be^in nii iipiTaMonti 
lij roeeivcd informatioii ofthc^caj 
oF tSt. hvuii bv t.ie I'qoadroa 1 
Ad-niril Darrin '■l')!i. This he 
11 Iced as <\ we'e.o ne intcl!i«'«0 
lie doubt eti n.^t, i"ro;n his greii 
dectii ve fu htioi iry of n iva) and 
tarv itreiii-t.ii, to defe it with flC 
tiie liniiili ;\n> e ai tint i&md* 
ic W.1S tlie wh •!.• uf wtntthcy fc 
the Wed In.'.I. f». it afforded bin 
h:;;!ier i'utii,facti n tiut it waacifl 
ill oiu place, 'di lit diitered hiofi 
Oij'.ild have ic in his power lo 
tacii mtralur.'s a:> woj^d AiOiirea 

tire cjf lure of both tiMS troop 
ihippi'njr. 

in tiiis cxpc6latton ke hsM 
all ..iiii^cn'sre in order to coflM 
th- m before they hmd naliet i 
a;)*^>r.>ach, and could havetiiltf 1| 
pirc for his receptiODw ^ V' 

Fortunately fur the Briti^'*^ 
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e, from his ignorance of its 
, and the gf neral fituation of 
i(h forces on (horc, to put off 
Lck till next day. 

afforded Icifurc to Admiral 
ton to make the necefiary 
!ont to encounter the enemy, 
hole night was employed in 
; the tranfports into the bottom 
X Sac Day, where they would 
>f all danjjcr ; and in forming 
)s of war into a line at it^ 
r. His fquadron was compofed 
hip of fcvcnty-four guns, one 
ity, two of fixty-four, two of 
id three frigates. On the two 
i laMd, at the entrance of the 
tterius were planted, 
le north of Cul de Sac Biy, 
her called Carcnage, a place 
ore convenient and fecure than 
ner. Hither it was, upon 
Munt, the Britifh Admiral 
I to have moved with his whde 
d he not been prevented by 
den appearance of the French, 
t D'Eilaingr who knew the 
pes of this'/ bay, rcfol*rcd to 
>flellion of it, in oider to 

his being anticipated. To 
pofe, on the next mornings he 
for it with his whole fleet : 
hh approach, he received fo 
fire from the batteries which 
1 fci^cd by the Britifh troops, 

was compelled to'Hieer off. 
I (hip, the Languedoc, fuffered 
1 thib occoiion. I'hi.^ unex- 
cdilancc at a place which they 
•u;;ht their own, threw the 
qtiiuiron into much confuGon ; 

away, and remained fome 
6iivc. After recovering from 
>rize, Counc D'£(taing bore 
a line of battle on the Britifh 
I in Cul de Sac Bay. Here a 
ngagement tnfucd ; but he 
I fo firm and determined a 
p, that he was compelled to 

irft attack was made at eleven 
yon'mg : it was renewed at 



four in the afternoon, when it lafted 
longer, and the French made a heavier 
tiie than in the morning ; but with 
no better fucccfs : they were obliged 
to withdraw in great dil'order, and 
with no little damafrc. 

This was a fcvere difa p point men t 
to a man of Count E'ilaing's high 
fpirit ; and who looked upon a total 
defeat and capture of the Britifh 
fquadron as a certainty. On the next 
morning, he ftood in again towards 
the bay, apparently w.'th an intention 
to make a third attack ; but after 
forming his hne, and feemingly pre- 
paring to engage, he fuddenly Hood 
off again, and came to an anchor that 
evening in Gios liei Bay, to the north 
of that at Carci.agc. 

Between thib Utter and the former, 
lies another called Choc Bay. Heri 
the French Admiral, during the 
night,. and in the courle of the next 
morning, landed all his troops ; re- 
folving to m ike a vigorous attack upon 
the Britifh fquadron from the heights 
in the neighbourhood of Cul de Sdt 
Bay. He had propofed a bombard* 
xnent-ofthe whole fleet from thcfe 
heights, and was advancing with all 
fpeed to occupy them for that purpofc«^ 
when he found them already poffcffeu 
by the detachments under Sir Henry 
Calder. 

Difeppointcd in this expef^atioui he 
then determined to make an attempt 
upon the corps ftatiuned under Ge- 
neral Meadows, on the pcninfuin 
called Vigie, which forms the northern 
fide of Carenage Bay. This corps 
had thrown up an intrenchmtnt ac-> 
rofs the ifthmusf joining that peninfula 
to the main ifland. Count D'EtUing 
divided hi& army in two parts ; tiie 
one to attack this intrenchmcnt, the 
other to obferve 4he motions of the 
detachments under Generals Grant,, 
Prefcot, and Calder, and to prevent 
them from giving fuccour to Ueneral 
Meadows. 

Tlif Body with which he intended Co 
&flauli the Xioofv wi 1&«. \«avc&Q^ 

Tu 
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■wm rompi.r.il of r" .■ l,^;il lol.;; ■ j in 

II ... 

ii» iirr:' *i.*i..it i.. • -.i >i.i.i nl in . .11:1- 

l«cT. i ■ y i:i':'\'\^ I'j t:„; i:tt.. k. in 
by tl-- i^\ ii..: 1 . . . .- ; i,,e ,:ti,,.i, ijy 

I-i'.Vt!:.:;il , ;. ■ i;.;.,_ /r V I. C M.ir- 

r.-.is !>.■ B.,...'-. r. e twi^)-, 11...., r 
C»c:ic:r.il \. ,.. »ns did 11.: la.l.cI 
ihiitcv.-.: h .. *:■, . jiiL-n ; l;i:t li.'.v were 
a nri'i ■• • . .ci.:'.-jnM tii.ups tn ii 
"iiij lu I .i.-. .'.^^ii.ilizcd l!n.^licl;L^ in 
i* !l.».T;i..4. 

As !..j rrciich a;iv:ii;cc 4 to t'st: 

lire ii <c\VKil h'rtii ic:, \\}iith l..»i 
been c»,i*tr<i till ;|..ii lulci.fi ..icsi i;c 
Bay \.ii;..|i i-. i.y,.,u\j U} the j^'ir.iif .la. 
1 i'cy J-.Ji-lV. j . fi.' •• *. ; »•. :!!i j^'.ut 
fi"'«i uu: i ..;i- ri.i)!. y. 'l\x li-i !i?i 

jj..:. ■.•.-.: ,..i;! iPiij' ; v.]ii:iln;. :/ ^i : 
a I.c-i\v ami w. ii iixfttj ulU'tj. -j^r 

tlni: J G Iii';fl i!lf .iOf .: r -.cvi!!!:)!!. ' J • V 
tlicri rtxt i\".i ♦Ii„:n :it ili- j)i»i.-( i f I'.i,: 
l.i'V' !.tt. Nti' V I.riii.i:: !:.-, ::.^ I"'u :;cli 
Ci'i'.iJiiicil :!■: . . Miii vvii"': il.j in,;! iiij- 
i^ini./.i*: ftl .1 . "..r., t!.: y wiicii|UifiJ 

• «^ » 

<iM.,(:;i() n'ir. tiL ruic iljilancc to 

'I ii. % 'Ii! i« Ui' iifci to tl'.c rbarj^c 
wIt'i r.»» ".^"■. iiiln I :-.\:y 1)1. :ii Ictorc ; 
«.ii V. ^iLTi . lin !«i.*.i»cu V. :t)i ihc f.in^e 

I ■ 

Ci'.il ,!•.'. ill ;. i rj.u'ni tii.i:r.»c ; il.i.' 
f) i .. ti.- w;. . itrcw t«', and ti.rv Wt re 
H)i- .:'.i)\\\i ii.to dilc-r.leri iiitii Cum- 

'. .; .: :v» Jir.i tt' by tl.is i"cc(/n.l rc- 
p" ' ., '.i •". Ii.. .« vl, ni:J 4^'.a(Ic a iJiird 
» i.u. ■ ; 1 : i t! c t'' iiriicMon Ji njc in 
tiic . ■.. i...!., I.-L.'l io V ^.Xvr.iy] II .11., 
t.'iur :. ■ -^ Tj. . ! :iil- c n, :iik1 

tr-uiu ■ . ! l.i. »r L'ltiuj.a r.- Ion -ri, 
an.. \v. i" joiicii ij nia'<e a ujimt 
r»i:'i li:- ii*n:-..:i Ti:-tv*i;;iiaiion- 

'i'tiv's V'-, e To cu.ri' Ivtil^' dtf' j'cd, 
f/i./f tin* ivii tJi'. ir dead di:d w ;un.!td 
i'n Li' I', fill i o: h..i:!cj ar.^i vcr-.* ov.* u-A 
to &:l !-iiunZj:i :o ialcr 0^ ttlV» w\d 



cjry offthe bft, which was gnnttl 

t!ii. n, oi! cunditio!] t'icfc ftiouU be 
c<ji.:'iii(r(<I A^ i.Tiloiiers. 

'1 lie c»ind«ict ot Genera! Mcadowi 
t»n :;•>- 111. n.nble djj*, diipltiycd fucb 
{.- ■ i'l i:ul ability, aA obuincJ him 
t.Jt J o^'^"*^ cuiriiic::d-:io3 byth of 
ill/ ! lid eniT.iica. It M-ai acknor- 
U"\jk . -iv 'lie iMcrcli iiiacois. that 
t''iv iia 1 . v^ nci-i witi*iLiT.:s jt a BBjre 
aiie ..lid .i%I e: "like dct iice. Nor 
V...:, ii., j..:!o:»j: biiivery Ivfi confplcii- 
o ;.i : \w Te-'i :\'j.l i uirjiid in the very 
c;M<ri.. i,.:..t.i. ill I'f ihr .iftlon i but 
vii-.;.! iii.'i n^T '.vitlidraw, nor fuffd' 
i: i^ L: tircn-ii, lill il was entirily 

Tlie U'fs of the Froncht in killnl 
9i»>! wMiiidcr^., ii!n(*ur.ud tu 110 left 
il:.iii irUTh i.Ln:i.ti-..d incii. bv i:«tii 
('■ 11 iiceoi.uit. '11. is excccucii the 
i.'im!er ^t thofe they atttokeJ br 
iwu : v.iidrcd. h Ihcws thdt xhcagk 
I'liiy were re;;u ud, it wa.s not :ili IDcy 
h id mude eveiv tffurt i.-r w hie it valiant 



ioldirr.s are r»ipi',ble. A proof otthc 
t -.^cr'ncrs aiid diierr.r.rKiii>*n vnih 
V iiicli they r.iade their attack, wai| 
ll'»it Lviijty of their grviindjcrs were 
k'J'.'! within the iutreuelimcntj in the 
liiil cl.ar^x. 

Sjii.e of the very btil troops in the 

Biililh and French ftrviec wcrcCKga^-. 

e.l in ihis day. It i^ nu cxjgt;emtit)i 

to f:-y, iliat thufe wlio came from A- 

r. iricaiiiid rut tlieir uipeiiorsin lU 

wttih'. Thofc w!.o!n Couiit D'Lilaing 

bioi.^ht fu.in Frarice, wcre thoitl 

mer:. 'i'hey both fu iiuii.ed the nilJK 

tury rcpi.iitiun oi tiicir rtfpcfinc 

cc uiitrit.S) il: a nii«nner that rcflcfied 

cqu.ii (umour rpt^n boih. The attidk 

and ui:ence weie Cundu^lcd vkht 

nii'/naiiiir.ity and cur.teirpt of dangtf 

wtriiivofthc high-fpiritcd duraftET 

of loih nations. 

i'he tx[?cc tat ions of the FremAffl 
Americans had b::cn raif<*4 fi^^V 
upon this occafioni that thef tmf 
twined uo doubt of the total ddP* 
v'.v.w of ihtr Britifti milicary iM 
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y .ifland they pOfTcfTcd in the 
nci'es. 

e with thcfc hopes, ^ crrtud of 
I and /\merican privateers had 
Count D'Eltainjf from vanotis 
■8, and were hourly increaling, 
he view of partaking in the 
ft and the fpoil. 

a in it is, that rtotwith(lan'Hn;]r 
at lofs he had fudained in tKe 
ion^ he had a formidable force 
laining. Befides his fquadron 
Ive (hip^ of the h'ne; he had no^v 
fates, aftd feveral other (flips of 
md his laud forces were much 
iimeTous than the Dntidi troops 
ifland. 

1 thefe advantaged^ he made no 
atiempt for its recovery, thoufjh 
lined aihore during the fpace of 
8 after the engatremcnt From 
6tion, the Britidi commanders 
to imagine that his intention 
form a blockade, with a view 
liFfupplics, and compel them to* 
cr for want of proviiions ; l.ut 
- great aftonifhment, he em- 
his troops in the night of the 
eight of December, and failed 
tinico on the following day. 
)on as Count D*£i^aing had 
idand, the commandant, arid 
il inhabitants^ dttired to capi- 



tulate. The favourable terms granted 
to the irihabftantv of Dominico, in- 
duced the Britifh commanders to a6l 
witli tiK-famc fpirit of ir.-^i;lr;e: ^'c and 
mo^'eration. *1 he con^'l' ons ustc 
fnch as the inhabi'antr haJ. ("very 
motive to be fatlsfied wit::, .^^iihv.cri'^tr 
they wtrc entirely at the -^Icven'on of 
the enemy ; but they w( .* dldateil 
by that fpirit of emulati' m not to be 
outdone in courtefy ai ' j^cntvofUy, 
which has of late years lo honourably 
chara6terircd the recipr^jal concluft 
of the Britifh and French nations in 
the midft of their hoftilitics. 

This was the fecond difappointment 
the French Admiral had met with, 
contrary to his own and the general 
expe^tion, which was certainly wcUr 
founded, hut thofe who had lOriTicd 
fuch fanguine hopes from his ^nter- 
prifmg difpofition, and t\\r. force he 
carried out with him^did not fuificient- 
ly confidei* the men he would have to 
contend with by fea and land. Tliey 
were fucii as fcemed peculiarly fitted 
to the arduous tafks which the dilucul- 
ty of the times impofed upon thcnl^ 
and happily for their country, were 
completely qualified to face thofe many 
trials in which its unpropitious delliny 
had now involved it fo univerfallv. 
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CHAP. xxvr. 



J^ruceeJings in EnglanJ-^TrattfaSions atBu 



17^8. 



GReat Britain wii bow pltced in 
fuch a fituation at fhe hid not 
experienced during the courfc of manjr 
ceniuries: Hie was now alone, and 
iinaflikltdy to contend with the grcateft 
power in Europe, while on the other 
fide of the Atlantic, (he had to combat 
^^ith the united (Irength of her Colo- 
nies. In this perilous conteft, (he lud 
cot only thefe avowed and open ene- 
tni::8 to refill, but the fecrct enmity 
of almoft all Europe tocountcrad 

But what chiefly ag-)^avated the 
calamity of her fituation, was the 
dome Ale difunion under which (he 
laboured more than at any other 
period fincc the civil wars during the 
l.'ffl century. I'ho kingdom was full 
vi li if content, and the parties that 
f^ppofcd each other, did it with a viru- 
lence and acrimony that fcrmrrf to 
tlircatcii it would at lad terminate in 
actual violence. 

Inlliii emharr^^fTtd and di (IraA^'d 
flntowiis tlic Brilifh nation when the 
Trench niiniflry took up arms in favour 
if Anurica. 1 lie eyes of ail Europe 
v.cre now tun.*il up'>n th-'s iOand ; 
1 imr wiih nn anxious curiofity to bc- 
huld by '.\»!:.i riit-ans (he would cxtric:ite 
hericlt out of fnc'i a complic^ition of 
dfiis.u!lics, hut mod with a fecrct 
di fire :o tec her cmflicd beneath the 
Weight of tli^* burtliona and hardfhips 
tn-ii f«itc f^'cmcl to have alli^nod 10 
tills pcrifjJ oi h»!r ».xillcnce. 

rh;: wr.i- the hid bjcn wa;;ing \\\i\\ 
l.er Colonics, had, in the ideas of her 
numernui cncniiL-s, nearly exhauAeJ 
hci rvfo'd! Jw'9. To the cumormQu% dc\^X 



which the profecutiaa of the j^rec^: 
ing war had fo largely contributed ti 
accumulate, (he had in the coutfc of 
no more than three year^ hoftilitieijBQ 
the continent of North Anieriqii 
added the immenfc fum of betwa 
thirty and forty millions. In wlul 
manner (he would be able to coatiqip 
fuch ruinous expences, on the acceQai 
of the formidid>!e enemy (he woiikt 
have to encounter, was a matter oflf 
pafy to conceive. It was looked np^ .' 
as impradicable by her cncmief, ap^ 
it was from that perfuafion they vm^ 
forming thofe clandedine confede^ 
cies, through which they flattooe^ 
theinfelveA to overwhelm her at ooc^ 
and put a final and decilive period tii 
that power of which their jeoloufy hall 
£0 1 i^vr envied her the poffelSon. 

What induced numbers throughoit 
the European nations to look upon hCr 
ruin as inevitable, was the very grcife- 
neO; of her fpirit, and the infleubililf 
with which it was apprehended §k 
would perfift in maintaining her gnMil 
a^^aind all her foeft* It was impofifc 
in their opinion, thus affaulted linoab' 
many quarters that (lie would beUtl^ 
to bear, much lefs to repel the Um 
that woidd begiven her by fuchpoiRVp. 
ful a-Vcrfaries. They condndie^i vt. 
ovirfc, that after a valiant intt fit>k> 
Icfb reddance, (lie would .fiak 
the repeated efforts of fiidi * 
combination, and be redq^ 
of humility and weakoe 
jdented iu her hiftory, fir 
^mation of her ?arioiia ps 
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TThe meant of facing thi; ir.dtiplici- the nation had heen frradually hroiiEfht 

' of trials, w^rc not, huwev'/r, fo to itc prcf^-nt difficulties ; it cx^jreficd 

uch wanting as it was y;i.*n<"i'Iy ap- ftron;^ appiehcnfions of the imfujacy 

rchcnded abroad. The coiumcrcc of ot'rhc corici*(Tiona that w.-re intended 

ie nation lliil con!inu;rd to fl'jurifh, i' ••; :*':: triifuiiticd to .\'Uf;i(«i, but ilill 

cfpi'.c of all oh(lruAIon» ; 'J..- .. m- n.*comiacM'!>'.! the noJt i-l.h. '\ aitcnti- 

itioa of bufincfs at hoir-: ic*..iincd on a-id eiiJ*-Jvo» r^ to put as fpecJy au 

itarly its ulual activity, and r : : rcvc- end ai pcfT:.'!*: to lo : .1 ^inito-js a con- 

luc was but little inpiirit <.'. tdl. 

The great deficiency was t".'f •'•f It was not only the d..*rive of the 

ananimity. The iiati()r> inhr.j: l.J i.i 'Ji- y of liOnvloo, bui if all the realms 

Dcn of the mofl emincn* ?Vilitics, but r- i>e the ttnainatoa of this unfortu- 

bey dilTcrcd in alinoil r • • ; .'. that nate qu irrcl. B'« all expcctitiong of 

rafibrcu^hl intodifcuM . '/iilDUt this kind were becoiniiijj daily mor;r 

nquirin^r Into t'lc inottv.* t'ut led fruitlefs. 

icm to oppofccach oihci w.'th fuch An ev^nt which decided at once the 

ifleijiblc violence, it was cert H-nly to necclli- y of emljraciu;* the moil vigor- 

lU unhappy difpofi'nn of the t'-nes ous meafures, was the determination 

nc may fafely attribute the readincfs t'^ken at t)ie Court of France, to re- 

ith which all the enemies of Britain vjognilc in due for^n, andin the face of 

:)nf6dcratcd againd her. all Europe, the i'overci;;nty of the 

The very greatnefs and difFufion of United States of Anerica. rin\ was 

iC enmity profcffed againd this coun- dotie by giving a public audience a* 

-y, inftcad of deprefliiig the fpirit of Vcrfailles to the tliree Afn/ricau 

8inhabitant9,fcemed on the contrary. Deputies who had nep;ociated an«l 

> have raifcd it to a hij»her pitch than fic:'ied abo"t a month before, the 

fual. The naval cla.lVs, efpccially, t r-.-:ities of alliance and com'nerce b?- 

rcrc animated with the firmed hopes tween France and the Britilh Colonic^: 

frifmg fuperior to all the endeavours thefc were Doctor Franklin, whofe 

f the foe to overcome them on their n;me, long befoie well known in 

\vn element. Europe, was now become more cele- 

It was during fomc time^ in con- brated than ever. Tlir? fec«>:id in thi^ 

iniplation to devife fomc expedient to commiflion was Mr. Sih; Deane, a 

iducc France to abandon the Colonies, gentleman of acknowledpred abilities : 

nd obferve a dricl neutrality ; but and the third was Mr. Arthur Lr2 

nis loon appeared a forlorn hope, whohad fo amply fupported the caufe*^*!" 

Treat Britain had no inducement of his countrymen in England, under the 

jfliclcnt weight to prevail upon fignature of Junius jlmirkanus. 
'ranee to reHnquiili the fyftem flic had They were received by the King of 

urlued with fo much lleadintfs tver France in quality of Ambafiadors from 

nee the breaking out of hodilities in the United States of Aineri;-a. They 

America. No inducement, indeed, were introduced to his prefence with 

ould in the nature of things, pi ove an all the iormalliics ufual on iuch oc« 

quivalent to the difmembermcnt of cafions, and they were treated wit li the 

he Britifli empire. fame rcfpe^^ and honours that are paid 

In this feafjn ot danger, the City'oif to the ^mbaffadors of crowned heads. 
.■ondon approached the throne witfi This memorable event tuuk place 

ti addrefs upon the uncertaio aad on the twenty«liril day of March, one 

larining fituation of public affiurs : thoufnnd fevea hundred an : I'eventy'- 

he iiiie of it was equally elegant and eight. 

•athetic. It recapitulated with great In Etigland, war no^ evidently ap- 

jrce» the iinhjrp^y iEAtTurei by winck petred the onX'j c\\ccx *v\x >^^«:%^' 
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ctirtriTiDliliOTi. Tlie cnnJuol of 
FrUnc^? left r.i alternative. H«t con (Is 
ivcrc lined wiili tr.).)p9, and i'.cr liai- 
bourK wcr:' filled ivitii ilnps r.f war, 
arrl thL* wlthji of tfie w'ii..k* rio:»<h 
ntLidii G.'fniL'il iiri3nini iiis for a t.iA 
liith Bi'itain vvhicli of the two cuuti- 
trtcs llioulii ciij ))' trie iovctci^iiiy uf ilic 
fea. 

Tiic militia were n«»w drawn out 
ind cmluid'cd thrf>ii:;h all ti.c counties 
la Eriirl'iad. Eiii.ampments were 
fjriRcd, %vh£rc cqiul prdpo.iious of ihe 
rcjiuar troops were intermixed wit!i 
them ; the utmoit cr m aid alCduity 
'vcre cs'jrtcd to inure them to the 
flnVkefl difcipiinc ; they wne ictpt i i 
rom'lant excrcife and prad^lce ot all 
that could he Ic.ir.ied of the fc"on:e of 
w«r, fliort of real acii »n, Tne pro 
ficicncy ihcy miJc win adoiiilli n; ; 
expert j'lu.^'ei were of opini j;i, th.it 
t'-. >fe oilicers and foU'trs .t.ti m-^ the 
rciulais exc.^otcd, wiiolwd leeii ar^iial 
fcrvice, trie miiitia were in no wife iii- 
frriortothcin. 

Still, howrver, toe nallon placed \l^ 
prineipil relid^'.ee on il» aKii-K :;.:d 
natural defence, It*, r. :rv a:^l fean; ::i. 
It was with much coveern tl' jv b;.iKli 

# 

that .rr-ear bnlw.uk i-t ti.e kin ;.l )"a 'M 
a fv I.IV, flo irifhin^ iLte ♦.'i.in t?.e 
cri:i.-i!"!rr3 of the tin-.J denanded. 
Tile i vLi'^^-cnfihle necciTily rf pruvidinj 
fir t'lc iiiunediiiuC pteivrvat: mi of t::e 
a»'niy in An^r? ic, in'-l the diiLiuC pof- 
felii >n<{ of Diiiain, had o;*c.iii.>:ir.i a 
d!-..:in!uion r.t its n.iv:!! TiiiTe .it hnai'.*, 
which cr. :h!el the tMivnv toa'^pciir in 

* 4 4 

the Ch:inntl with a c )n.iJL-.ice to which 
ihey '.ver? little iifet', 

H.ippiiy, the cornnan lers in which 
th/ fleet W.1-. to he trii:t:d, were nun 
nf ackn.>wlejlr'.*d braverv .ind ex peri- 
ence. The chief in comnunJ was Ad* 
inJral Kt!npcl» an ofllctr who had 
firv.d with great dlftint^ion, anJ ac- 
nuia-il uncommon rcputaiion during 
the lad wir. Admirals Sir Robert 



^\niv;?^ a: PortfjBouth towsi 

end of M?!ch, Admiral Keppi 

crted hlmfclf with [a mnch i» 

nr.A diu' '^iii.c, tint eschtKve of 

(h'ps vhich ;t was f'lUMd neiciC 

tiirpattn to theco^H i.f NV*;ih ;\r 

under Admiral lipon, adeetoft 

fi'lcfthe liu- was jfft in cor 

rtnd'ntfs by the licgiiiuin^ of 

«nd ten m>'ein a to;iT;.rd fta 

prepar.it ion. 

^ At the held of ilds fleet. Ad 
Keppel f liLJ fp»m Portfmouthc 
thiricenti) of June, in order to pi 
the ret.irn hosne of the vail numl 
commercf.l fnippir.-^ expected fro 
p.irr^ of the world, aiiJ at the 
time tt) watch the motions uftlie Pi 
fleet at BrcJl. 

France had !if en at an rnmcnfe 
and expcnce in i'.c navil prcpani 
at tlilo port. Tiiey were fuch as 
no doubt ?h.it ilie hid fome gretl 
ject in iinmcdl<.tc CDntcT^^p'aiion. 
I 'ovii;ce of IViranny, tn which 
port la lit!! ited, w is fall of troops, 
a ! .1 r ; j -^ i « jr.t ity of t ra n fports wen 
re '.liiii Ts hi the feveral harbours am 
its ro.i'h 

On the arrival of the Bntifhfleci 
the co.i.l of Fiance, two French frig 
a;»pro.:Lh(.d it, in order to maket 
obierv.itioij*. Notwiihdinding no 
md dti'arativi of war hail taken pi 
y-trt tlje ho lile circnnilinnces I 
kin^'iu.ii.^ well' in tTvr.rds cicli ot 
iiifj/crjv.'ed .i^l onfLlerotioni of 
n:our-, in 1 ihe neceHily of obtaii 
i.iU'lii^en e of the ilrcn^h and | 
lion oi the cneny, rendered it ii 
pe.ilible to llcp them. 

Thei'e two frisjates ircrcthe Li 
nr, ot thirty-two guns, and the I 
Poule, of twc::ty-(ix. Inconfcqw 
rf a fi-^thd to give chacf?, the l&fi 
fri^aie overtook, the Licometo* 
the clofe of the day, and reqnelirf 
Fnnch Captain to coone imjcr 
Biitila Ad.ntrals Hern t updo'Ml 
fufal, a Hiip of the .line cftfar 



H irLind, and Sir H-'gh Pailiicr, ftrved 

imdcr hinu both of ih-.-.A » iTu'crs of compelled him to cpine iato^ 
upJou^tii co'jirigt -and <ra^%cliy, 'ts^^xxwpwMk^t }3^J-iftbnn 
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itions to bcaltcringhcrcourfe^ 
i« tivcd acrois ihc wav, as a 
• keeping it. Hc^t-uron, flic 
cci a !,r - Tide, and a volly of 
\% intc t:ie America, of iixty- 
b| ihat luy clufc to her, and 
tely llruck. The bthiiviour 
cnch Captain was the more 
ig, as Lord Lon^^ford, Cap- 
tlie America} utts Ht that 
rngagcd \\\ coaverfarion witJi 
teriUL of fuch civility, as cx- 
il ideas of fuch treatment. The 
fs of their bthcavicur wms r.ot 
returned, thouj^h it ccruinly 
a fevcrc cballifrnjtTt. 
Arcthufa fn;jaic, of twciity- 
s, ccmmandi'd by Captain 
with tl'.c Atcrl cutter, was 
hilc in purfuit of the Belle 
hat waf alfo acconipaniw-d by 
icr. He piirfiied tJic French 
ill they vs'crt buth out of fight 
cct. On liis coming up, he 
] the French Captain c<f his 
J bring him to ihe Admiral, 
icfled his compliance.-^This 
fufcd, the Areihufa fired a 
ofsihtf Belle Poulc, which (he 
iwith a dif-harg of her broad- 
^he engagement thus begun, 
rd more than two houis with 
lOE warmth ?.«d fmy. It bc- 
firfl. adxion (T a war, which 
rties looked upon as the moil 
nt and decifivc that had ever 
ged between the two nati<^ns 
hey equally extitcd all their 
I vah ui, in order to obtain the 
of being victorious in thia firfl 

Belle Poulc was greatly (upc- 
oi>ly in number, (a fuperiority 
ich always have) but in the 
of her metal: her guns were 
rive- pounders ; thofe of the 
fa only fix : Notwithdanriing 
r'ority, Ihe maintained fo def- 
fight, that the Frigate fuffer- 
ch greater lofsof men than the 
The flaip and wounded on 



bonrd the former, amounted, by their 
own acconnt, to nr'ar one hundred ; on 
board the latter, they were not half 
thai proportion 

Captain Fairfax, in the Alert, dur- 
ing the engagement betweccn the two 
frigat;;s, atucked the French fc homer 
which being of much the fame force, 
the difputc contlnmd two hours with 
gi'cat btavery mi both fiJes, when iiic 
ftruck to the Fiighih cutter. 

The Areiliiiia received fo much 
damage, that fiie became almoll un- 
irtanageahie : the C?ptain endei.vcuretl 
to pui hei into fueh a p< f*ti<in, as to 
coiitii ue the engagement ; but was 
unable to do It. Being at the fame 
time upon the enemy's c^alk, and 
Jtlofe on the fhoit, the danger of 
grounding in fuch a fituation, obliged 
him to cdt with the more ciuition, 
as it was midnight. The Bell< 
Voulc, in the mean lime, ftood into a 
fmall bav, furrounc-ed v. Ith rockf, 
where (be was pK.tedled from all at- 
tacks : flie had fuffered fo much, that 
the Captain apprehending that ftic 
could not ftand another engagement, 
had rcl'v>lve'J» in cafe he found himfclf 
in danger of one, to run her agrpund .; 
but Irt fituation prevented any fuch 
attempt ; and as foon as it was «'ay- 
light, a number cf boats came out from 
(!'.ore, and towed htr into a place of 
fafety. 

Such was the iiTue cf the iirft en- 
gagement of this war. It look place 
on the feventtenth of June. Noiuiih- 
(landing evident and great fuperiority 
on the fide cf the French, this action 
was extolled by them as a proof of 
fingular bravery, and the account of 
it received with as much iriomph; as 
if it had been a vifiory. All France 
refounded with the praifes of the of- 
ficers s»nd company of the Belle Pt;ulc, 
and reprefcnted them as men who had 
retrieved the honour of France, fo 
much impaired at fea by the defeats of 
the lalt war. 

The Court of France wa* too v^^* 
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dent not to countenance thit general 
ciilburtarm. Rewards and promotioni 
were l>clluvired lai the cuninvandcr 
and otficcTS of the Billc Puule ; the 
widows and f am Hies ofthu^^ who h:id 
fallen ill tliac ac\ior., were liberally 
pCTiiioiieJ, an v.rll a& the u\.undcd, end 
P'jcuuiary g:atilicdtions \%'cre dni'.*- 
buied a«Tu>i>^-, iltv fcaircn. 

On the ciyflitcenlh of (unc, the .Jay 
fol!owin(r the tn;;:»5tnieui \^Ith the 
licllc Puulc, an f I her fri-iitc l" 1: in 
with the Uiiiiih fi^ct: a.ul waA cipt ir- 
r.d by the Adn-.iral'surdcs on acc^juut 
of the behaviuur of the Licjfml- > ct 
lie did not think hiir.fclf auth iriicd to 
detain their mcrchaut.ntn. ScvLia! of 
them pa(L.! th.-v^j^h hu d.-c: 1. 1:110.^ It- 
fd, :'Oivw':hll-.Jiid!n;r a rrpD-.t v. n^t^re- 
raicnt, and ^ciunJiy crriii-.'d as . ot 
lieifig ill fja.idcd, iii.it ih*.* fi-/:.*c:. 
had li'izcd. Were, tjgcthjr wrAi t)«c 
iioDc Pouic, Uiit o:ii lu ciLiic i.i order 
IJ nittrc'.pt iiu* tr.iJc from t:ir Str.iiti, 
with that fruiu ^Sp tin a':J Portugal, 
amoantia^ to near eighty fiil, and 
which were at cliat time ).-irly expec- 
ted in thofc latitudes on iheir icturn 
home wards. 

.Thecipr.irf ofihcfe French frigates 
prod u tea fuch int Hi^eucc to the Ad- 
miral, as pruwd of I le Uiinoil i'npor- 
tancc, at the fame time l!iat it was 
higMy alarnilii;r. Hf wat informed 
that the fl et at Drell confided of 
thirty-two Ihipsof the h'nc, and twelve 
fri^Mla. Thit wis in every rcfpeft a 
ir.oit fortunate difcoTcry, as he liad no 
more with him than tvvcnty ihipG of 
ihc line, and three frig-atLS. The 
fuperiority of the enemy being fuch, as 
urither fit ill nor ci.ari ;r co\ild oppofc 
in irss (.'uTcnt circuriKtances, and as the 
r.. lAijuenccs of a deftat mail have 
^ceTl fatal to this coinilry, h;; thou:; hi 
l^imfelf l>«>und in prudi-.ice, to irtira 
'o Portfinouthfor a rcinfortcMUMit. 

He arrived ac thii port on the 

tweniy-feventh of June, and rtniain^rd 

there till the fh'ps from the Mcdfie' - 

rantan, and theSpaniih ao.l PotiuTvicf': 

t0ade, and tlie fain;r.er fleet £yova v.\c 



Wed Indies coming homCy h 
lu'm'a fupp*v •>&' leament and'c 
hi.u to put t.> fea a^in, with 
dition of len ihips or' the liiiCt 
Rii! tliere i gfeac aeliciei 

fi..;a:w'*, . .-l:..' io lae )^ea: iii 
thut vf'^it »j:\ th-- A:T-,"icai I 
and the neceJily 'f manning tbi 
of t!it liiu- piefcril-iiy :d aU oiht 
'l"Tic cj.srt of ''ii.jce fiid not 
rep:\j.:it the c:i Trig: m.nt Inrtwc 
Ik lie Fonle a lu tac Ar%:;b'a£ 
the feJzjn: of the otlier f.ij;ttei 
bn-achofthe peace oa *^*)'^ i 
Great Btit'iM) Orders were a 
in'.(ly ifTucd out f r tiiakiag rcpii 
til-. .:.::).;; ;iK of Gret^i briiain ; 
rn.w.ra^; L*'e feitririag cri'iilciy 



^•■o' 



< I 
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I in regard to the dillr! 

' i prize '• .tv-y waipubli.hedthi 

; • Fra" .', .u.in: i.;Vvj arable I 

eti'. . ility lan r^ofe that bad 

fijrmcrly ol ".'•vt.!. 

P-j.-i *e l\uviag t!iu* proceei 
tv-jry lon^lh thnt conVi be done, 
judged necclfiiry to England to: 
her example, by making the fiu 
rau^cmciits as uiuai in the o 
captures, and ifTuing letien offH 
in thL-mi.'-.ti t. 'lie, the prepts 
at breik bcin^ tuUy c ' iiplet^d 
Frer.ch fleet put to fea on iiie ei 
July. It cuiriilled of thkitjf two 
ihe line, belidcs a brge name 
x.igaics. C)'jnt D'Orvillicit 
1:1a nd v.- J in cMef. The other prt 
o.Ti.ers in t)n.s ficrty were C 
l)je!'.nfl.i il:, De Gu chen, ku 
Graffe ; M..:ilieur Iv-jChcchooit 
Muniicur Dc 1.1 Mute Piquet 
urJ'.-r to9ni natc the fleet, an^t!^ 
inc grcatntfi <>f t'le nbjcCkj pro 
bi tiie wa: -.lid h J-.V much it reli 
the cou- >■ an , cx::rliaaaoFii:s'X 
and p:r.>,) c, tne Court haj I 
Princr' *f{-^^-- bK>oJ royal to fa 
b. ii.iof'.r licet ; tnis wai thcJ 
(d L-iurtri*3, fon and heir to* 
of Orii'ir.?, firX Prince oft: 
r >yai .if France in the €01** 
1 1 J c )n:'innded one of the 
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ihe ninth day of July, the Bri- 
t failed put of Portfinnuth in 
viiiuns ; the firli com branded 
Hubert HarlanJ, the third by 
^h Palliier, and the ctnttr by 
il Keppel, accompanied by Ad 
Campbell* an owctfr of great 
r and merit. 

French had been informed that 
itifh fleet was greatly inferioi^ 
ovrn t which was but too true 
:ime when they received this 
tion. Dctog yet unapprised of 
forcement it was returned with^ 
nch Admiral failed at firik in 
>f it, intending to attack it 
the weak condition it had been 
I ted to him* 

ie firiti(h Admiral was equally 
n coming to action 38 foun aspuf- 
ley were not loo^ before they 
3n the twenty third of July, 
mt: tn fight* But tue appear- 
the Bntifli (hips foon convince 
[Trench Jidiniral of his miilake* 
immediately determined to a- 
' engagement no lefs cautiouOy^ 
had catrtrlv foiij^ht it before. 
rin he was favoured by tfie ap* 
of night J f\]\ the lintiih Ad- 
>uld do on his fide, wa^ to form 
e of battle in expectation the 
would do the fame. During 
ht, the wiiid changed fo favour 
r the French, as to give them 
»ther gagw. This putting the 
jf coming to aCtioiU or oi de- 
it, in^ircly in their own puwcr, 
d the Priiifh Admiral of the 
inity of forcing tl*em to engage, 
id propofed. 

'S Hill remained fomc hopes of 
fing this purpofc. A gale had 
uriiig the night, which blew fo 
3 partly to difperfc the Frcnca 
:wo of chcir capital ihips were 
fo far to leeward, that they 
ot come up with the main body* 
-itifh Admiral, who now plaimy 
ed that the enemy was jludious 
1 himyrciolvcd 19 avail himlUf 



of the fltuaiiort of thefe tvn Ihlp?, ;o 
bring on a k^cncral enjrajj« mtv^t. 

lothis intent, he ma ^ ' !•» ufri.j i 
efforts to cut off, and ca'-ru;.* tStic. 
(hips, not douhtine tlie Frenrli *^C"i. 
ral would give him b-.ttlc f »nii» r tf.^n 
fubmit to fo great a l>fs. v. *tl rut er 
dcavouiiiig to prevent i: ; ; *>! ^li h 
was the fixed dcttr-' iu:::: n i . •••i: ::j 
general a^ion, thit li wo F- :ich 
ftfps were Itft wh« lly to ex: ate 
themfelves by their oivn exertion* 
'Thry had the good fortune to 
cfcape; but the ^ were not able i ef- 
fect a rc-jundion with ttie Frtnvh 
fleet ; Which, by the fcpavatiort of* 
thefe two, w-as reduced to an equality 
in point of lurohcr, to the fhips of the 
line in the Britih fleer. 

During the fpacc of foUr days, the 
French had the option of com'Tjir to 

action; !;U»^ c nllanilv t<Mt'd thfii* 
Utmoft cafe and indn 'ry ro av<i:d 
it. The Britifh fleet contir.ued the 
whole ti»tie beating up ajra"i'^ the 
wind, ^vi.icHiiy with a n fiiluti-m to 
attack them. But notwiilil p i'wr 
the vigour and fki 1 manifeltai :i! t:.is 
purfiiit, the Brit i(h ^-^d.niral had lie 
mortiiicatioii to fee his ei Ifuv-i.ii:* 
Coniinually ehidetl by the ' i^il. .we. and 
precaution of tiie enemy not to h'fc 
the lea<t advantage that wind and 
weather could afF<i>rd. 

The motives which influenceil ti<<! 
French to decline coming t > action, 
were the daily expectation of a Itrong 
reinforcement, both of (hip of the tine 
and frigates, and the hope of inter- 
ceptinjj, by mean-, of thcle latter, the 
commercial fleets which muft pafs 
through the track they were (tationed 
in, on their way to the Briii(h ports. 
A defeat would have fiuftraicd all 
thefe hopes, and put an end at once 
to all endeavours of this kind by ob- 
liging the French to recal thofc fri^ 
gates, a.-* they woqH no longer retain 
the power of preceding ^.hcm. 

1 he Britiih Admiral was throughly 
aware of thdc OMtivetf and laboured 
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of courfc \vli\\ all Ins might, to compel rcfolvcd, howcrcr, to fi-uftratc it if 
tlicm to an cnjayemcr.t ; wherein, if pari, by ••'•.. jagiVqr i»i f-ifh a mifioCTf 
unfiicceisful, t!icy would be deprive J o£ aa fhoild U'-ivc :h-' ccntril im.!i.'ciilei!. 
thole adviintagcs of whicli ihey luul Boiii fir rn vcre now on the ferae 
unavoidably rcnxn in jMiTcllion, at tack: h:id tli*y fo remained!, the 
afiy ra:e, till that could be brought a- Dritlfh fleet oa cominz up with ih; 
bout. Frcich, would have had ao ci;.por- 

The' pofil ion of the French fleet wa% tunityofa fair cfijrajrenicrtt, Ihsp :j 
at this liui , io critical, that no lime (hip ; xvliich would Uard«y- Iia^M fail- 
was to bo loil^in forcing th«'m to -dltif cd of pro\Jn^ very dccifive. Bii; tbii 
It. From the miiitltiide of thtir fri- was a manner of combatin? qiite 
gate«, they occupied an immcnl. track contrir)- to the wifhea of ih-i Fi.:ndi 
of Ita, and f(irmed a chain that guar.!- -^d nir?J. Infte.d of receivinr the 
rd, as it wrve, all the avoucs to ?he Briii^ tl;;et in this pofiiion, i^fivsn il 
Coafl of Britain. he f.>irid that an atSliuu inutt enfufi 

In the mean time, the perioiii a! he dirjdly put ".i. 'hips on tiz c^a- 
Kturn of two fleets fi urn the VvVll 1) trarv tack, thit filling in uppoSts 
dia iflands, and of as many fiorii the dire:ti>.»ns, they mii;!ii only fire at, u 
Ead Indies w.is now looked for. The they p.i (fed by each other. -By jIi'I 
lofs of th'.Te, or a part of tncm, would metiiii a clofc and Gde-l-jng aCtioQ 
haveprovcd a grievous blow rrom their would be effci^'iill/ evaded, 
immcnfe valne, and tht? number of Havin;^ taken ihisrefolution, which 
fcamen t!if*y had onboard. it was utterly out of the Bntik 

All thefe were powerful reafons to Admiral's power todefe?*, as fooatt 
urge the Brililh Admirnl, to the mod ihc van of the Britiih fleet, confittia; 
tmremittmg purfuit of the French of Sir Robert Harland'sdiviiiun, came 
fleet- But being to windward, and up, they directed thfir tire upon it| 
cautioufly maintaining the weather but at too rreat a dlilnnce t-> malw 
^arc, the French flill continued to any imprclfion : the fire was not re- 
defeat all his endeavours, and to keep turned by the Biitifh (hips, en the ^ 
at fiicli adiilance, as made it imprac- other hand, till they came dofe up t» 
ticable to piirfue tliem to anyefp.''^, the enemy, and wej*e fure of doitf • 
vhiie the wind continued i:i the exccuiion In this manner thqr I" ] 
prtfent qiiarttr, and they remaiu'jd as pafTcdclofe along-lide of each otbff 
unAiIIing to be a;iproached. in op^Kihte directions, making a nff 

The chace lafled in this manner, till heavy and deilruftivc fire, 
the twentv-fcvcnth of fnlr. Between The center dlviiion of the Bridft . 
ten and eleven in the morning, an line, having paffed the rearmoft mfl 
alteratirn of wind and weather oc- of the enemy, the firtl care of tke 
cafioneJ. feveral motions in both fleits. Admiral was to effed a renewal of thf 
thatbroughlthem,unintcntionallyonthe engagement, asf.>on as the fhipi rf 
parlof the French, and chiefly through the different fleet?, yet in a^ion« l|ii; 
the dexterous management of the Bri- pjoi clear of each other refpeAivtif»: 
tifh Admiral, fo near tach other, that Sir Robert Harland, with fomeoftll ' 
it was no longer in their power to ihips of hisdivifion, had alreadftldB^, J 
decline an engagement. ed, and flood towards the FlURJht I 

This was fo repugnant to the in- but the remuininsr part of the fB 
tent of the French, that they neglcc- had not yet tacked, and IboM * 
ted notliir.g to difappoint the hopes drojiped to leeward* and repair" 
now entertained, of bringing them un- damages they had reccivcdia " 
vaodiMj to a^kion. As lV\c7 could Uon. His own fhtp^ the ^ 
act defeat thii hope inUrtAyi \W^ Vi9AW^<.T^^\AAtKM9DL\»tMl 
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1y ; and had he done it, he 
have thrown the (hips aiUru of 
to dir«ir<ier. 

fooD as it \vd8 pra£^icable» how- 
he Victory, wore, and ftcercd 
up>n the enemy, InfureaHyo- 
lip (it the center divifion ; of 
not above three or four were 
> do the fame. The other (liipa 
iviiig recovered their (lations, 
Qough to fupport eacii ether, 
:ntrwal of aSion, in order to 

them more readily for that 
c , he made the fignal for the 
battle a-hcad. 

vaa now three in the afternoon; 
c (hips of the Biitifh fleet had 
fficiently regained their flat ions 
age. ITie Vi6rory lay ncardl 
cmy, with tht four (hips above- 
)ned, and fcvcn more of i^lr 
nd'o divifion. 'I'htfc twelve 
he only fhipsin any condition 
mediate lervice ; of the others 
;iug to the center, and to Sir 
t Harland's divifion, three 
I gi'eat way a-(lem, and five at 
idtrable diOance to leeward, 
difabled in their rigging. 
Hugh Pdilifer, who command* 
rear divifion during the time 
:on, in which he behaved with 
bravery, came of courfe the lall 

it ; and in confcquence of tlie 
ral's lignal for the line, was to 
led the van on renewing the 
I but his divifion was upon a 
iry tack| and was entirely out of 
ic, 

e French, on the other hand, 
img directly to be re-attacked « 
lofed together in tacking, and 
now fpreading themfelvcs into a 
)t battle. On difcovering the 
3n of the Briiidi (liips that were 

to leeward, they immediately 
towards them, in order to cut 
off. This obliged the Admiral 
ar and to fleer ath)Aart the ene- 
foremoft divifion, in order to 
t them ; dire£ling, at the fame 
Sir Robert Hsurhad tg form 



hh divifion in a line a-ftcrn, in order 
to face the enemy, till Sir Hugh 
Pallifer OMild come up, and enable 
him to a6\ more cfTedluaily. 

The Admiral, in movlnnr to the 
protection of the leeward fhips, was 
now drawing near the enemy. As 
Sir Hugh Pallifer flill continued to 
windward, he made a fignal for all the 
fiiips in that pofition to come into his 
wake : Sir Hugh Pall 1 ft r repeated 
this fignal ; but it was unluckily mif- 
ta ken by the fhips of his divifion, as 
an Older to come into his own wake, 
which they did accordingly ; but as 
he Itill remained in his pofition, they 
retained theirs of courfe. 

This n jn«comphance with the Ad* 
miral's fignals, was unfortunately oc- 
cafioned by the difabltd condition of 
fome of the Ihips in Sir Hugh Pal- 
lifer's divifion. His own fhip, the 
Formidable, had fulfeitd f o fevcrcly 
in the engagement, as to be at the 
prefcnttimeabfolutfly uuB: for a^ioa 
and alniofl unmanageable. 

In the mean time, the Admiral 
having efFedtually fecurcd the fhip» 
to leeward, and the French having 
formed their line, it was necefTary 
that he fhould exert hiinfelf with all 
fpeed for the formation of his own. 
Sir Robert Harladd was directed to 
take his flation a head, and the fignal 
repeated for Sir Hugh Pallifcr's di- 
vifion to come into his wake ; bute 
this fignal was not complied with, any 
more than a verbal mefTage to that 
purpofe, and other fubfequent fignal'« 
for that divifion's coming into its 
flation in the hne, before it was too 
late to re-commence any operations 
agaiiifl the enemy. 

The French continued drawn up 
in order of bat tic, but did not fliow 
any inclination to renew the attack . 
themfelves, meaning no more than to 
a£l upon the defenfivc, though they 
had it in their power to engage when- 
ever they thought proper during tfef 
whole courfe of the day. In the night; 
they took \Vt dcXtxisaialMV^ v^ v^"^ 

U u !• '^N 
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it wItuDy out of the power of the Brl- and s this appears the lefs i]iqitt|l<. 
tiih fleet to airack thrm a fecond ah)e» from the confideratioa that lit:; 
tiiiiL lo tl.is purpofe, three of French, in all their n^tfal enga^ 
thcit- rvifttfl Jailing wfTtlii wert fixed mcHisaim principally at the ayni « 
in the lUtiods occupied during the and rigging, and the Englifii dmtf 
c! ly i.v Uic '^rec \dniral fhip« of the ;ilthc body of ihr (hips. 
'•'1-. ^ \c (iiv Ii(jn8. uiih lights at the Such waithe iflue r.l the fight b^ 
- :. ' •.?.-, i) deceive the Britifh twetn the Britifh and the FitoA 
ilict :..'.' il" hJitf that the Ficnch fleet, on the twenty -fevcnth cifjolyt 
fi^r- kept itji pLtitiun, with an intent feventv eight. Adnriiral Kcppel ixf* ';j 
i!. ' t 't I CXI mniuiiig Protcdcd eil to have made it '* a proud day ti * 
by I !•* ili.i".i;^c'ti, iht remainder of K norland" ; fuch were hi& own wordi: i 
\ c IV* I Ln fleet drew off ur.perreived hut from a variety of caufes, rquillp^. j 
ar... ui.iu'ipccte during til.* iii^ht, and needlefs and odious to meritioui j^'j 
reiiiel wii" A] fpecd lowardii Brcii , pri'ved the fource nSn mod fatal COK i 
'1 iiiv cri..i.,U(il tin's retreat the whole teniion, which filled the naton with j 
coui:. •'« the t'ollowing day, and eu- oihplnints and jealouiies* and excitfl \ 
tereti ttiui |:urt in the tvtning. auinir^iities that arc not even extiaA 

the (ii C'.very of this «leparture at this day. 
V,.} ii(>t r.;.Je titi break ut d<iy ; but "^rhc (kill and valour difplsyed oa 
it %^:t! iiH> i«i'e to purfur them, as they the fide of the Dritifh officers sndici- 
Wiic only dilctrnible fium the matU men in this rngagcmcnt^ «a» renadk* 
hi..uc (i ihelargLft fl;ip» in the Bri- able. They fought the enemy, aai 
t:!ri iLtt. 1 he three mips that had attacked them under many difadvaat- ' 
rcii tiii.cd with the lights, were pur« ageR. The Frencli fleet was dok 
fueo , but the vcfTeis that chaced and compadl, and drawn up in fuchi 
tluui wcu lo unable to overtake them manner, as to enable every fhip to be 
from ti.e iiuuiages they had received wcIHupport^ ; the Bn'tiili fleett oa 
in me pieeeding day's engagement, the cxintrary, from the detiTmioatioa 
tliat il.i) were quickly recalled from of the enemy nut to engage withool 
the |iu:iuit. compullion, was obliged to beardowa 

In the mean tiiTie, the fituation of upon them in detached and oncoa- 
the lintifh Hcct dia nut alloM it to nccled parts, expol'ed to a great 
kiep its { refent llati 11, with any rea- fuperiority of fire. Under fucb cil^ 
ionah.c hope oi making; an imprif- cumlUnces, nothing hut an uncoiii* 
iiunuu tne enemy, wiioli (hips, though mon degree of profelHonal abilitici^ 
copliiieiably oau-aged m tlieir hulls and extraor<?idnary exe.tionsof CMIF« 
ii.c iitu..ii niueii iifs in tiicir iails age, could have overcome the dit 
an.; I. g ng, Aud cuniequently couKl ficiilties ui'der which iheV lahoai«4 
move \N it. I much gn ate r f}.ced. and obtained thofe .d^'^intagei of. 

i i.it coniiiieraiiun luanccd the which the French were ba- too coo« 
A^ii.iiji to iinike the belt of iiis way fcious. Their feizJn): the very fiii 
to ilyntoutii, as being the neaielk opportunity that offered t^ make a 
port, in urocr to put his fleet into a retreat, together with the folicitllde 
proper etutdition tu return in quell of and fpeed with which they effcdcdi^i' 
the enemy. made it maniftfl how m^ch ik^ 

Tlic killed and woun^^ed on board dreaded t he fe advantages, i#oaldt ^ 
the Britifn fleet in this memorable a fecond engagement, have hofm IMi 
action, ami ur ted to fomewhat more proved into a complete viAory. 
than live hundered : but the French, Admiral Keppcl having takt* 
ithdi iKcn a/icrCcdi on grounds of determination to ret nm home^l^ 
grtat cmdAuiiyt loA oev three i\&<yu£- ^vix^ok ol t^^tuN^ ^ 
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t, left a fuffictent ftrength to 
the entrance of the Channel, 
rperfethc French frigates that 
en cruiiinfir there previous to 
ion. Moftofthcm left their 
8 in cofiftquence of it. 
oon as the Britifli fleet was re- 
it put to fea with the fnme in- 
d endea^H)ur as before^ to feck 
gage the enemy. To this 
r, it took its ftation cff firelt, 
the French an opportunity of 
good their boall of having 
1 the Engli(h in the preceding 
But the French fleet kept the 
idance as before, and as (lud- 
Ihuaned a meeting. Iniicad 
ng in the Channel, or on its 
.ft, it proceeded, to the latitude 
Finiftcrie, where it plied to 
Juring the remainder of the 
eavingthe Bay of Bifcay, and 
L to the French poi ts, open 
lepredations of the Brit.'fk 
and priyat«en. 
on&qucncc of thii manage- 



ticnt of its marine was, that France 

was fuhjt£led to fuch loiTcs, as excit- 

td univerfal clamour and indignation 

throughout the kingdom. Its trade 

from every quarter of the world fuf- 

fered in ^ degree unprecedented in 

any former war. The number of 

captures made upon the French was 

prodigious; and what was an addi* 

tional aggravation, they chiefly con- 

fiftcd of the mo/l rich and valuable 

part of their (hipping. 

llie trade of £n gland v on the other 

hand, was protefled in fo eztenflve 

and effcAual a manner, that no lo(s df 

any confequence was fuftained. The 

feas in the neighbourhood' of Gieat 

Britain enjoyed a fecunty mach be* 

vond the expedations that had been 

formed at the beginning of the catpr 

paign, and totally different from what 

the enemies of this country had pro- • 

mifcd themfelveiy on the opening of the 

hoftilitics between | Fnace iod Great 

BfttiaiL 
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'^''!\xnfai!}om in ihc Eajl Indies. ^^^Lcjfcs and D:fappsintmefas \ 

rrcnch. 



I, ^^. 



'"r^ HE nollficjiion givcii by ihc 
I. C.iiii't of IVaiiceoi :C:. .icL'.iovv- 
iedgmcnt ot -Amcncan indcpciiJcnce, 
ivasjuiliy runfiicrcd as a Jcciaiucf.jn 
of war. In coiifcqueiice of a well 
grounded pcrfuaiiiHi tliat a qiair.l 
M'juld now cufue Lctwcen ll.c iv.o 
killed jn!8y ah ex: en five in its oporj- 
tong as ihirir rvfi.cCiivc power could 
make it, it was dctermiued in the 
ounciW of the Englifh Eall India 
Company, ns cfTcntially concern ed in 
fujh a difputr, tu put its pofll-fiions 
into a (laic of fccurity with nil pof. 
fultr fpccd, and at tiic fame time to 
si'.tick thofc of France, with'mt wait- 
in ' fjr anv f.irtlicr formalities. 

A n-f'jlu lion V.MS accoidlijgly tnkcn 
tJ a 'A vi^oi ouf.y :;iid decifiVLly iu 
J:. Ill, and u puil'ic immeuiate mca- 
Jjr:s f.«-tiie icJucti'tjn of the princi- 
j»il f- .lit n'j'.iofihc Trench in that 
ciji!;y, Li:'«)re they could rtciive 
n jticr ill ViiriLC of the dcfu^iii t!iut 
*.v .•;: air.iu'J ijr that p.irpok i:i ling- 

'i i'.L* lufirjftiotH dlfjalchtd to this 

i:it,n , wjrc cjnvcytd to thtir d-l- 

t.'j] t I/;: \\it!i luoh rnpi lity, and at 

ihv :.:-'. c I ixL* with lo mncli ivciccy, 

\\\'u. w ciir.»pj!tnl force wa; prtp^ied 

v\. M.ii.iu-; i:iia«.r Geiicial Moi:rj, and 

loo): p flclT.iiii <.f a pod within four 

raiks of PoniiiLliery. towards the hc- 

)^inni.'ig of Augulli without the 

I'rcuch £a-l Isdia Company having 



received the l.aft intimation ol 
Leii'^ii, or th'.ir rfTictrt iu lliC 
Indies holnj appr'iwd of it, held 
was bejuu to he curiied into c 
tion. 

As foon a', the rcinforcementl 

arrivwi intcn^kd f jr the profjcuti 

ihe ficge, the pla.'e was cl jfcly vat 

On tiie t.vvntw-liitl of .-\ujiiflL 

Br.'iin: troop; adva'icvd witliin cai 

Hiot of the tnvn, and feivsed at 

phutc J hed^*:, that frrved as an 

iidc fence to the f jrtiticatioiis, « 

it furruu.ide i on every lile : thii 

fiiicd the f^arrifon to the toiinii 

deprived it of all i.ilaiid commii 

lion. 

Im t!»e bc^^Innlii^; of Septembefj 
hcrie:^crb rvreeivcd a complete fupjd 
artillery , ar.i of other llorcs. A 
fiihiiitjn wasth'.-n taken to attack 
pLc. \v>\\\ oil lilt" norihijrn aiidfoQil 
fide, ;'.:i I t.'ie trenches were opcad 
cael: a -covdijirlv. 

licf.>re the rommenccmcot rf 
fiL*>^e of Pomil* \\z\r\\ a fquadrOi 
he.n L-m from M tdras to block ) 
by let. Jt conlillcd of a fhipofi 
^V'WS^ one of twenty-eight indol 
i-.VL-nty, a (Ijop and an armed J 
Jidtaniun : it was commanded 1^ 
Kd\Njrd Vernon. On hit atriw, 
T!i.:t place, he fcU in with a ^^ 
iquidron uiidcr MonfieurdeT 
it was con'.poied of a (hip of I 
i;wn5> one of thir:y.iwo« and 
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imcn. Both fquadrong 
I vrarcn eiigagemenc during 
two hours ; but notwith- 
:ir fupcrioriiy, the French 
and made the belt of their 
dndicherry, in order to rc- 
engagemcnt took piace on 
Auguft. 

winds and currents obhg- 
i(h fquadron to leave that 
^medays. Upon recover- 
the twentieth, the French 
IS difcovered (lauding out 
ry, apparently with a de- 
ling. Sir Edward Vcrcon 
:ordingly for adion, nut 
It the prefer vatioa of fuch 
ondicherry, would induce 
commander to exert him- 
tmoll in Its defence. He 
as near as he could to Pon- 
d came to an anchor in the 
the night, but in the morn- 
enc'i fquadron had difap- 
he French commander had 
iportunity of night to de- 
had accompliihed his in- 
ch expedition, that he wat 
1 1. tally outof fi<;ht. 
parruve of tlie French 
abled Sir Edward Vernon 
Pondichcrry by fea, and 
fupplies of provifions, and 
4ny kind from that quarter, 
n, though left to thcmfclvcs 
vcver to make as long and 
defence as their circum- 
ild poillbiy enable them, 
jfcd a body of three thou- 
f which a third contilted of 
They were commanded 
r de Bellecombe, an officer 
tvery. 

nty-eight of September, 
*s began to fire upon the 
r batteries were mounted 
pieces <f heavy cannon, 
y-feven mortars. They 
vigoroufly anfwcrcd by the 
rfieged, who were poffefTed 
l^crotts artillctyi amount* 



ing to no lefi than three hundred 
pieces. 

I'he approaches of the behege:s, 
and the works they were carrying or* 
met with great ubft ruction ironi Um 
heavy and trcqueut lains wnich lull at 
this feafon of the year in that climate. 
They proceeded, however, with fo 
mucn indultry and ipirit, thai about 
the midale ot October, they began to 
prepare for an attack on the body cf 
the place. — They conducted both tiie«x 
attacks on the north and the iouth^ 
iiue of the town with luch fucccfH 
that they were meditating a general 
afiault, to afiiii wherein, a large body of 
iearocn and marines were lent on Ihore 
from the Britiih tquadron in the road. 

But they were prevented from car- 
rying this defign into execution by a 
violent iall of rain on the day belorc 
the intended attack: it titled tha 
ditches, and greatly damaged the 
floats that had been coniiruCted to 
paft them. Thele damages, how- 
ever, were foon repaired, and every 
preparation renewed for a general 
itorming of the town. 

By this time the garrifon was 
greatly reduced : the vigorous re- 
liltance they had made, hau colt them 
near a third of their number, in killed 
and wounded ; and the remainder did 
not appear, upon calculation, fufiki* 
enily numerous to withliand theaf- 
fault of near ten thoufand men, of 
which the army of the bciiegers ftill 
conlifted, after deducting what thej 
had loft on their fide fincc the com- 
mencement of the fiege. 

Thefe confiderations induced the 
French Governor, on the fixteenth of 
Odober, the eve of the projected af- 
fault, to offer to furrender the town 
on terms of capitulation. His pro- 
pofal was readily complied with, and 
he obtained the molt generous and 
favourable conditions that could be 
granted confiilently with the interest 
and fafety of the Britifli fettlements 
10 the £alt Indies, it was agreed 



I 



ll dclivrrcd up. but every individual was llancir tuat France had formed 

allowed to keep his private property. A.tjerica. The ♦ery difiercnt 

In iliia m'lnner wt^e the French dif- that tilled the minds of men 

pofreiTed of their principal fettlcfmcut firilfurmation* from thofe with 

in the ITall Indies. 'I*he luCt of the they were now occupicdf fen 

bcfiegtrs did not amount to one thou- embitter and a^gravite every Cil 

faiid men. that was felt by th. people of F 

When the intellipjencc of this, and The fit nation .if Great Britai 

vatic us other lofTcs in that part ofilic n.^w become an objecl of univerC 

world, was brought to Europ-, it prize and admiration. At the 

created great dlfTiiisfaf^ion in Franc<., mrnctment of the year, fh.' w: 

nnd llrvii-k all its wcll-wiHicrs wi'.h parewtly in a ilate of general d 

ritlonifhincnf .— They law her power fion. rJcr enemies were dailf i 

tutplly annihilate i in India, and all ing ftronger in the new worldt 

thc'fe vafl projcf^s which had been dorm was >\athenng in the olJ« ' 

forminf|r in refped to that country en- it was not thou^-ht Hie would 

tirciy fnifiratcd. been able to wcathtrr. Tiie boo 

}Wh th" French and their abctton the few fricn Is (he had were n 

began now to ubatf of thofe fan^ulne decreafing, and the hand of Fate 

expectations they had ir.Jitlged a Tjw ed, as it were, to lie heavy upo 

months before. luileao of tiiat But at the expiration of the 

high-hand with which France had aU was reverfed. She had Ao« 

])roniifcd iifelf to a^l in every quarter j^round every where with the n 

uf the globe, it had been uniformly fortitude : (he had triumph .*J 

difappointed every where : inilead of rious parti; of tlie globe, and hi 

bringing niin upon Great Britain, its reputation in none. She had pf 

own fubjeCls weic reduced to the ut- cd the vhII wealth produced h 

mofl d!ilircfH, by the daily and pro- immenfe trade, from the depred 

digious lofTes attending every branch ofher enemies ; and had enricho 

of their commerce. felf with the fpoils of her prii 

'^{"h^ CJkfe ofrSreat Tlrifain *a*9« th^ f.\*» l-T/»r rivrlif remained ai fir 
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Tj was cooTiDCed that Great 
n irould require more powerful 
\ tban Prance i»a8 able to mjake, 
er to compafi the.ends propofcd 
iituijP' with America. Neither 
ir nor profit had accrued from 
eota of the firft campaigo ; and 
zonii piromifed ftill lefst from the 
er ftate of preparation, and ihe 
rioot exertions that were making 
^hout England, to afcertain her 
7 at home, and to meet her ene- 
rith all the navsd ftrength that 
bU coiled. 

liis connAion, France began to 
ler thoughts to that branch of 
pi family that fat on the throne 
m. The compadi between the 
nrs of that potent famil]r« was 
It a fufficient motifc to induce 
miniftry to co-opcrate with 



the French, in reducing the power of 
the common enemy of the Houte.oj^ 
Bourbon, and they applied to it accor* 
dingly. 

Never, in the mean time, did the 
power and inftportance of Great Britain 
appear with greater fpkndour, thaa 
upon tt^e clofe of this memorable pe- 
riod of the war. Tliough labouring 
under mod violent divifi<in8 at horn. » 
and without the intervention <if a f/n- 
gle friend from abroad, (he fiill was 
able to carry on a viii^orous and extei- 
fife war on the diftant and vaft cohm'- 
iient of .-North America; and not only 
to bid defiance to the navies of France, 
but to ruin the principal branches of 
her trade in both extremities of th^ 
globe, and to feise the major part 
of her commercial flceta^oa htr owa 
coaft* 
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CHAP. xxvm. 



Froceedinp in Parliament, — Trial of Admral Ktff^m 



1^ H E merttng of PaHiament, were made througliottt the txk 

which took place on the twentieth by the improfH-iety of condiiA 

of NoTcmbcr at the clofe of the feafoa Blue divifion, the opportunity 

ofaftion, was attended with am iout taintnji^ a complete viAory ot 

eipedation, in what manner it would French fleet had been- luft.' 

proceed in the midft of the new fcenet The difcuflions on thit mil 

that had opened. came gradually the principal 

I'he fubllance of the fpeech from of the public papers^ and were 

theThrone» wasareprefentation ofthe on with a warmth and fchi 

injurioQi cundud of France, a reliance that fet the whole natioii intQ 

on the fpirit and exertioni of the nation rocnt of the moft- violent « 

in its own dtfence, the vigour and fuc- rageous nature. The frieadl 

ctfi with which the commerce of the Vice Admiral of the Blue 1 

enemy had been annoyed* and the (afe- \c{a hot and po(hive in Ac 

ty and profpcrity which had accom- of his condod, than hu of 

panied ther own. The necefiitv of were in its condemnation. 1 

employing the mod refolute elfbrti at the cenfonous manner wA 

equally by land and fea. it was created, they Uboortd I 

Oppofttion (lill continued inimical to fent it as brave and judicJDMI 

the miniftry* and eipreiTcd the highcft reprcheuliont and even fupoii 

diflatisfa^ion at the profptd of its ritorious to that of the CQiaai 
being entrufted with the condu^ of chief 

fo important a war as the prcfent, after This altercation in the 4d| 

having managed the aiRiirs of the na« became a fource of the mofti 

tion with fucTi ill fuccefs. and unguarded provocttiiaai \ 

There was one meafure, however, in Met of the quellioo. 'Iti 

which oppofition concurred with an efpoufcd the caufe of thtj 

unanimity pcculiaily chara6leriiiic of manifefted no left 

the invariable difpofition of the Eng- contradiArqg the 

lifh towards the French. The moil of fuperior merit in 

vi;;orouf profecution of hoftilitics was accutinghim in themoft "a|Jiiii 

recommended againft that power. plicit manner, of being Ai ll 

In the mean time, the iflue of the of the efcape of the 7'^'*' 

engagement between the Britifh and through his di(bbcdieBee' ~ 

Frrrnch fleets, on the twenty- fev^rnth and orders of hii co^ 

of July, had become a fubje^ of fre- bv remaining nt n ^ 

quent and fevere difcuflton among all divifi n, infteadoTcn 

raaif and claflet. Ckcil oomfWaU bdUAttcoiUicicilof 
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a» which were made with imufual 
h and confidencct excitcid a 
Idefire of a further xlacidatioo 
matter. 

accula;ioa of fo weighty a na* 
rat very grierout and plzrming 
Hugh PalliTer. He applied to 
aljtepp^for a jaftificaxion of 
d\i&, and a clearance from thofe 
tions which were fo hurtfol to 
fcifionai cha|ra6ter. He requir- 
lim to iign and puhlifh a paper, 
particukry relatircto the eo- 
ent of the twenty-feventh of 
ooeof which was to fpecify as 
thaf. he did not inteod by his 
on the Cfening of that day, to 
the battle at that time, but be 
lineft for it the next mornings 
the rcledion of this demand 
miral Keppel, Sir Hugh Pal* 
iblifbed in one of the daily pa- 
variety of circomftances coq- 
; that engagement, which were 
d by a Tetter, to which he 
hit name Tliis publication re- 
fercrely on the cpndud of the 
aL 

attack fo public, and fo dctn't 
to his charaAer, induced Ad- 
Keppelto declare to the Ad- 
', thzt unlefs Sir Hugh Pallifqr 
explain this matter to his fatis- 
, he could not, confiflently with 
utaiioo, ever a6l conjointly with 

I altercation happening before 
eeting of Parliament, was of 
taken notice of when it met. 
Houfe of Peers, the Earl of 
demanded of the firfl Lord of 
dmiralty, an inouiry into the 
i of the commanders of the fleet 
twenty- fcYcnth of July, affign- 
I reafon for this demand, the 
lion of Admiral Keppel, that 
Id not re fume the command, 
ich an inquiry had taken place, 
anfwtr to this requifition wa^, 
rcumftances did not require it. 
nfequcfices of the engagement 
twtoty-fcTtnth of July, had 



anfwered erery purpofe that could liavc 
been expc^cd. The French fleet, 
chough neither taken nor dedroyed, 
had been fo effedually difabled and 
dilheartened, that after flving a^-ay 
from the £ugli(h fleet in the night, 
to dToid a purfuit, it had not dared 
to face it during the whole remainder 
of the campaign. All the benefits of 
the completeft vi^iory had thereby 
been produced ; the trade of this 
country had received the moliextenfu'C 
prote^on* while that of France had 
been ruined. 

The inftitution of an inquiry would 
be prododive of the mod fatal * Beds. 
it would breed diflentions, and oc- 
cafion enmity and hidion among the 
naval claflftj. 1 bis would lead to the 
moftpemidousconrequencep,erpecially 
at a time when unanimity was fo much 
needed* Such an inqniry would no 
Icfs injure the fervice, bv depriving 
it of a number of officers, whofe at- 
tendance would bercrquifite on a trial 
of fuch importance, and who mud be 
abfent from their duty, while their 
prefence was fo much wanted in their 
diflfcrent ftations.— Thus the fuccefs 
of the preceding year would in a greist 
meafure be defeated by fuch a me«« 
(an. 

This inquiry would no lefs wound 
the public peace of the kingdom : 
parties would be formed on each (ide, 
with all that heat and violence charac- 
tcriflic of this nation. Which ever way 
the matter was decided, thev would 
ft iir remain, and fill the public with 
fnfpicioi'S and animolities, that would 
continue fcr a long tiute to difturb 
both public and private tranqiiiljity. 

In the Houfe of Commons this 
fubjedl was taken up in the fame man- 
ner. It waji urged, that as Adrr.iral 
Keppel had exprcfled a public refufal 
to fcrve in conjunction with Sir Hugh 
Palliier, the caulc of fuch a declaration 
ought to be made known, by a 
thorough invedigation of the condud 
that had occaiioued it. 

Thcoaiioahadin^hVtQ be. fuller 
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informed of the nature of the conteft 
between two officers in fuch high truft* 
Whoever of the two was in fauhi 
ouglit unqucilionably to undergo con* 
ci^n punilhroent (f the difpute pro- 
ceede.-i from flight caufes they ought 
to he removed »ith all fpeed, and no 
ilifFerence be fuffered to fubfid be- 
tween the principal commanders in the 
navy, amung whom unanimity was 
peculiarly ncceflary in the difcharge of 
their r:ipyrc\jvc duties. 

Admiral Kepprl, and ^ir Hugh 
Pall-fiT, who were both prefcnt in the 
Houfc on thisoccafion, fpokefcverally 
to the poi. t in que fl inn in fupport of 
tJ.tir rcfpedlvc conduA. The ilTue 
of iheconttll between them was, that 
a motion w»8 made for an aJdrefs to 
the Crown to bring Sir Hugh Pollifer 
to a trial, for his behaviour in the late 
cngagemrnt with the French fleet. 

In anfwer to this motion, Sir Hugh 
Pallifer replied in a fpeech of great 
warmth and vehemence, that he had 
already dem.inded ami obtained a 
court-martial to fit on Admiral Kep* 
pel, wlkom he charged with having 
through his mifcondud caufed the 
^ilure of fucctfs in that engagement. 

'I'his communication occalloned 
great allomfhmint in the Houfe. It 
hud been, and ftiJI cniainued to be the 
general defire of individuals of all par- 
tics, to heal thip breach between thefe 
two nfnccrs, and to prevent it from 
f, )in,T any further, at a time when the 
itrvicesofb«.ih were fo much needed. 
The feuds that would arifein the navy 
from fuch a litigation were fully fort- 
fecn, and tiie mifchievous influence 
ihey would have upon the affairs of 
th^' nation. From thofe weiglity mo- 
tiycs it was the cordial wifli of tiie 
I loufe to put an end to this alterca- 
tion with allfpccd. 

It was therefore with univcrfal con- 
cern the Houle was informed of the 
detcrminntiun that had been taken to 
bring A<?mirHl Keppel to a trial ; the 
fneigbt of what wculd be ibt ttlvik ^i 



fuch a ftep, ftnick tbcoi with !hgp »;| 
teft anxiety. ^ ■>- 

Admiral Keppel condaAed IMip 
on this o^cafion with mnaTkridc tts* ' 
per and coolnefs of csprelBofr Bi 
acquiefced without reladtnce k At 
orders that had beeo laid upon Umfi 
prepare for atrial of his condiiSt«UA 
he hoped would not, upon uMBVJt 
appear to have been difhoaonrane « 
injurious to his country, any move tk^ 
diigraccful to hixfelf. 

Much dilcontent was created iy^. 
the Board of Admiralty's adouRMt^ 
the charges againft Admiral Keppc% 
and appointing a trial. It ^raa ooa* 
demned in the Houfe in terms of dc 
greateft feveiity. It was aficrccd tt 
have been their duty to have labomcl 
with the utmod earneftneis, and exert- 
ed their whole official influence toiiiB 
this unhappy difagreenient bctwctr 
two brave and valuable men. the ooi* 
fequence of which they w%U knew, tfl 
ought to have obviated, by interpofi^ 
as rtconciliators, inftead of proinaliitf 
the difpute, by confenting to bnf ! 
it to a judicial and pubh'c heiriifi^ 
Imputations of a heavier kind wot 
made on this occafion, and cipiefif 
with great explicitnefa and frecdoarf 
I'entiments and language. 

I'he anfwer made by thofc «ii 
undertook to jufUfy the cundud oNkc'; 
Lords of the ridmiralty was, that tW 
could not confidently with the iflipiF 
tiality which they owed to emy 1^ 
ficcr of the naty, rcfufe to fcodicdl 
matters of complaint relating to 
jcdts of their department. Tbcf 
no right tu decide on the mcrita of 
cafe laid before them ; tbey wc 
to refer it to a court coihpofied of A 
val ofiicers, who were the only 
and competent judges of eack 
conduct in protcfliouhl mattsAP 

Every man in that line «oi 
ly dcfirous to be tried hf f 
Both military and naval epf*^ 
fo complex and difficult ■ tl 
mtttM bvLt fcrfoni bclonjl 
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ion liad any pretence xo pafft a deprive the navy of its beft and higheft 

ent upon them. In conformity officers. 

tkefc principles^ which were They reprefented it as a deHmdiv^ 

id upon the cleared equit^Tf violation of all order and difcipline iw 

ft the dedfion of the prefent al- ' the navy, to permit and countenance 

on to<the gentlemen of the navy, long concealed, and afterivards prcci- 

bonoar and integrity on every oc« pitately adopted charges^ and recn- 

, and in all inftances of this kind, minatory acciifatioas of fubordinatc 

ver been called in qneilion, and by officers agaiuft their commanders in 

verdi& alone it WAS but jult and chief. They reprobated it as highl^r 

able that every officer in that improper and fcandaious, to fiiffer mcit 

'fervice Utould wifh to liand or at once in high and civil offices^ an^ in 

fii?K>rdinate command, previous to 

; arguments upon this fubje^ their msiking fitch accufations, to at- 

nanifoldf and urged with great tempt to corrupt the judgment of the 

nd violence on both fides. They public, by publifliing libels on their 

produdive of uncommon ani- officers in a common ne\vfpa|>er, urlticb 

and rancour, and opened a door tended at once to exutc diffcntioos 

tirit of contention that diff^afed in the navy, and tn prejudice the mimlt 

tirou^jh all claffes of focicty. of thofe who wcrre t(» try t!»e merits of 

pie of moderation and candour the accufatiou againil tlie fupcriorot- 

icd with unfeigned forrow, the ficer. 

[k1 fury by which both parties What addtd confideraUe \vei.;ht to 
governed on this unfortunate tbis menioii.il, was, that the m>;joricy 
ency. Such was the height of ofthoic who fubicribed it, were noc 
I that prevailed every where, that only officers of the firifc rank and ini« 
Itical circum (lances of the nation portance in the navy, but unconnecud 
wholly forgotten, and the at* with the oppofition, and attaclied by 
1 of the pqbli^ entirely abforbed various motives to the court and mi- 
fatal difpute. Individuals of niiiry. This evinced their conduci iii 
ks, and all profeffion^, engaged the prefent in (lance, to have been tin* 
it h as much seal as if they had influenced by confidcrations of party. 
»erfonally concerned in the ifl'ue. The minds of men of a)i prv>frffit)ns 
: diiTatisfaflion that was cxciied and degrees were fo entirely c!);^<'n'cii 
;his occalion among the upper by the trial of Admiral KcppcUthac 
in the navy, appeared in a me- no bulinefs of any confequcncc wun 
that was prefent ed to the King a;^itated in either, of the Houfes of 
tlveof the oldclland moll dit- Parhament while it continued. Tne 
fhed Admirals, at the head of mod adlive n:embcrs in both were 
was the name of that great and now at Portfmnuth, detained by the 
ous commander Lord Hawke. interell they took in the cauie of toe 
: condudl of$ir Hugh Pulllfer twocontendants. 
herein condemned without re- This famous trial ber^uiv upon the 
, that of the Admiralty itfelf feventh of January, feventy-nine, and 
?Yerely cenfured, as having cf- lalied more than a month, not ertditi>f 
ed a precedent pi-egnant with till the eleventh day o£ February en* 
ad ruinous conitquenccs to the fulng. After a long and accurate in* 
fervice of the kingdom. , By the vedigation of every fpecies of evidence 
re it bad now adopKd, that that could be produced, upon a buU- 
had fubmitted to become the nefs of fuch intricacy, as weH as im« 
nent of any mdividual who might portance, the court-martial acquitted 
impxcd by wiquitQUi motives to Adoairai l^e^^^ ^A 9& X>iw^ ^^-\^^:% 
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tfiat lad beeq brought againft hiou 
He was declared in the cleared and 
BBoft explicit terms, to have adcd the 
part of a judiciousy brave, and caperi- 
CBCed officer ; and the accufation wat 
coademned in the ievereil laopruagr. 
The fati«fa£lion felt and czpnrfled up- 
•nthe acquittal of Admiral Keppd 
was confpicuous if the higheft degree. 
Both Houlu of Parliament voted hioi 
chcir thank I for the eminent fervices 
be had performed, and the whole -oa* 
lion refoundcd with his apphufe. 

The City of London dittin;;i|ijli^j 
itlelf in the moll ftriking mamier, by 
the zeal with which jt teftified its par- 
ticipation in the general faiiitfadidn of 
the public. I :. bellowed c vcq^ hui^mr 
and mark of refpcdk in its power upon 
Admiral Keppel ; who certainly h»i 
ample caufe to congratulate himfelf, 
upon the many proofs of unfeigned 
efifccem and attachment, which he ex- 
perienced upon this memorable occa- 
ion 

The rcfcDtment again ft his accufer 
operated in no Icfs ftriking and for- 
cible a manner The tide of popular 
rage was fo ilrong, that it conllrained 
br.n to retire wholly from public Lfe, 
and to refign all his employments* 

liut notwithtUnding the high de- 
gree of national favour and e deem, in 
which Admiral Keppel now (lood, it 
was foon difcorcrcd that thty would 
avail little in rcRoring him to authority 
and command ; and he thought it 
priidcnt to withdraw from a tituatiun 
wherein he found hitiifclf net accept ■ 
alUe. 

The diffiitisfk6^ton occafioned by 
this ^reiitment of Admiial Krppcl, 
contributed powerfully to embitter :he 
oppofitioo again (I thufe who were 
cuafidered as the authors of it. Thofe 
who prefidcd at the fioard of Admi- 
ralty Mdcrrent a fcvere txaminatiop 
of their conduA. It was reprcfented 
•s erroncoiift tnd faolty in the extreme ; 
ted no panis were omitted to lay it 
iEirfi ID fijch coluura, as to make it 
fppear deserving of the big\\cOL i«f \c« 



hjcnfioik 
itt conduA for a Strict af jopi^ 

animadverted apott wifh the i^iii 
cenlure and reprqbatiua. A mnii 
of fa A» and particular! were ciM& 
proof of the aflertiQiiiy ^nd lo ttff 
of the charges made agaiuft thofca 
adminiilcred in thisdepMlncnU Tl 
coodud the bflt ftimmcr efpecbi 
was adverted to at greatly detaciai 
prudence, and u having difpofedj 
l^tngdomi to the noft unooa da^j 

/i d mi n ill ration made a Io«g i 
circuniilantial reply to thefe duB| 
The debates upon this occalitia m 
UDufually animated i and repctte 
called forth the abilities of the dil 
CQt fpeakers of both fides. 

A rtfoluixoa had been moved 
the part of oppofition» in confeqaa 
of thefe chargeii, tending to coodci 
the cundudl of the Admiralty dni 
the preceding year ; but it wasrejefl 
by a majority of two hundred and ii 
to one bundrtd and feventy. 

80. iifcoafiderabic a proportioa 
f -fcvour of minillryi emboldened opfi 
lion to rcfume its attack upon j 
Board ; but it was ag^in defcafiBiJI 
much the fame majority. 

The intent of oppofition A i 
latter attempt, was to (liewtlaill 
ilate of the navy wa^ inadequate tal 
vail expences incurred for its flipf 
and augmentation. The chief M 
mcnt uied in proof of chia afloli 
was the fuperiority of the funtfirfi 
rd for the navy of late yeartt lolk 
granted in former ; from wheqcek^ 
inferred that the Navy ought tqlji 
been much more numcroua. 

The circumftance clficflvdhi|| 
in exculpation of the Adfliirdq^^ 
the larger ijze of the Ihioa ea jMJ 
conilri^tcd, in comparilM m:w, 
built in the time aQ^ded to h ^j 
mate adduced by fflwifitioor 

Thefe debatca coqo 
were marked bj the 
Lord Howe and Admiial 
two principaV oiScen i0t. 



/ 
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mcd Co withdnw tbcmfeWn from h^ left buQly takea up with thofe rnqai* 
bik it coDtinued udder tbc pfefent ri^ and examinations iato the Rate of 
rediod. the naTy, which had in the preceding^ 

This reOgitation ^tas ftiortly after feiBon, oceafiooed fo man) debates «• 
Uowed by that of Sir Robert Har- mong them. 

ddt Sir John Lindfayt and feverai What rendered the inquiry now 
her officers of great reputation. So carrying on in the Huafe of Lords the 
Tutnl were the difccntents, that no more rem irkable, was the perfon who 
(ty it was faidf than twenty Captains exerted thj moft activity in bringia^ 
r the iirft diftiuftion in the nary, had it forward. Thb was the £ail of 
urpofedto tbrdw up their commif- Briilol» a nobleman whofe life, througk 
ona in a body on the fame day. a complication of infirmities and dif* 
lothing but the fenfe of the very eafesy was eridcntly drawing to « 
Tcat need in which their country fpeedy end ; but whofe refolutiofi 
»od of their abiKtiest prevented them and induftry remained unbroken to the 
rom axccming their drtermination. laft. 

Yhh readineCi to relinquiQi thtf He was chitfly affilled tn this tedi- 
raUic fert ice in fo mafiy of the ableft ous and difficult bufincfs, by the Duke 
laval commanders* excited a general of Bolton, and theDuke of RichmoiKL 
larm throughout the nation, and oc- This latter nobleman was obliged, »4 
afioned a dircA attack from oppofi- his abfence, to fupply his place, ia 
ior« againft the principal Lord of the foroe of the mod intricate pant. 
\dininilty. A motiod was made l^e firft ftep that was taken, wast« 
hat an addreis ihould be prefented to demand the official papers and docu* 
he Crown, for the removing him ncnts necelTary for fuch an ioveftiga* 
irom his ftation at that Board. tion. Here again a rcfiifol was made» 

Befidcs the arguments already al- on the ground fo often pleaded, of the 
icdged, the fpirit of difcontcnt and danger that would arife from difi'Iof« 
iefe^ion now reigning in the navy, ing, in fo public a manner, the adual 
iras chiefly infilled upon, and the date of the navy in fuch a critical 
danger of lofing, at a time wlien moll time. 

wanted, the courage and capacity of The refufal was refented wkh the 
the bell officers in the navy. utmoll vehemence by the Earl of 

The reply to this charge was, that B.«I:LjU in whofe name the demand for 
they had not been difmlfled ; their papers had been made. As foon ac 
reiignation was voluntary and unre- he wasable, he repiredto theHouf«:; 
queiHed. They aded ottt of chara6ler and, notwkhllaiiding he was fo weah^ 
m afiuming the freedom to require as to be unable to ft and without 
that miniRers fliould be dffcharged crutches, he fpoke with a lireagth 
from their refpe6live departments, and animation that ftruck the whok 
fihould they continue to refnfe their Houfe with amazement. 
firrvices to the ilatc* others might be The fpecch he made was fuU of the 
found to replace them. moft bitter invrdives againll the Earl 

\.t\cT a violent altercation, that of Sandwich, whofe coadud, as Firft 
took np a great part of the night, the Lord of the Admiralty, he depided 
notion for the removal cif Lord Sand- in the moil opprobrious coloure. He 
vich from his office, was reieded by explicitly gave notice, that his intent 
m majority of two hundred and twenty, was to conrid that nobleoun of mal- 
to one hundred and eighteen. ver&tion, and to cffed his removal 

While thefe tranfadions were oc- from the departOMNit whereinr he now 
copying the attention of the Houfe of prefided- 
CommciBi/ tbstoftbc Lonitwai ao . LordSvi4mfiV\u%fat&«^ V^^\^^ 
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rd rpetchy combated irerf clrcumftin- 
tinlly the Tartoin attacks Upon hia 
admin III rat iofiy atid declared that what- 
ever crrari he might have committcdf 
he had it amply in his poorer to make 
it manrfet^ to iD the impartial and 
unprejudiacd world, that he had adled 
in every branch of the department 
committed to hit charget with the 
flrideft integrity, and the clear^ en- 
«kavoun to benefit the public. 

In the courfe of the dobatei occa* 
iioned by this fubje^ a m Jil violent 
difcuflion took place on the appoint- 
mem of a commander in chief over 
the grand fleet, intended for the Chan- 
ikI and Home ferv ice. 

The perfon appointed to this high 
ind important ftation, was Sir Charles 
Hardy, a brave and experienced offi- 
cer ; but now advanced in years, and 
who had long retired from the a^'ve 
fcenes of a navtl life, with an intention 
B'jver to return to them. He was at 
this time Governor of Greenwich 
Hofpiul. 

It wds afTerted by oppofition, that 
the confequences of the behaviour of 
thofe who prciided at the Admiralty 
«rcre alarming in the mott fcrious de- 
j^rtc. They had driven from the 
i^rvice of their country the mod 
eminent officers in the navy. They 
w^fre n<>-.v reduced to the neccflity of 
applying to an elderly gentleman, 
broken with age and infirmities, to 
accept of a command from which he 
ivuuld gladly have been excufed. 

But fuch, it was faid , was the nn- 
cour with which men of real merit and 
elevated minis were perfvcuted, for 
nut bov/ing with meannifs and lervility 
to the caprice and prefumption of 
people in power, that fooner than em- 
ploy iuch men, however their abilities 
were wanted in thefe calamitous times, 
thsy would hazard the fafety, and the 
▼er)' exigence of the (late, by com- 
* matting its defence to perfons ihuch 
infcrioriy quali6ed, and who were 
friiiVer/ai/y known to be paft that lim^ 
•flife amd itrenjth wbicu wai re^jLubu 



for the great fundions to vUB|i 
were (b imprudently callled* . 
The Earl of Bnftol, mecum 
the notice he had giveo^ hmm 
leded the materials on which J 
tended to red his charges ^gdi^ 
Earl of Sandwich, laid themli 
the Houfe on the day which had 
appointed for that purpofe. £ 
companied them with a ipeech» « 
iu hs took great pain& to enfovc 
propriety •f difplactog that uoUf 
Among other particulars he fl 
that a fum of feven millions hid 
expended on the navy within thi 
fevcn years, above the props 
allotted in any like period befine 
yet the navy was evidently on ch 
creafe. 

The Earl of Sandwich Riadc a 
and animated fpeech in Judifiaiti 
his conducL He reprelcnted the 
of the navy as vigorous and floi 
ing, from the number of luge 
capital (hips it contained, much en 
ing the dimenfions of thofe conftn 
fome years before. He pofit 
denied the e!limates and calcuia 
made by the Earl of Dridol refpei 
the charges and expencts of boZ 
and repairing the navy. 

The debate upon this occafim 
long, and accompanied withi \ 
warmth. The fpeakers exerted ^ 
fc-lves on both fides in a nnoic 
ordinary manner. On pifttii^ 
-qucdion, tiie motion fortheica 
of Lord S:indwich was rcjcAel- 
majority of feven ty-eight^ to '.tfi 
nine. 

This rcjedlion produced a J| 
proteft, figned by iwenty-fiie L 
The Earl of Brilloldrew up a An 
one in his own behalf, whc ii i l 
entered into a detail of the Ml 
(hat had induced him to prapfC 
motion which had bceo rri r nM J^ 
was the lalt public trnmoic 
which that celebrated aohlem 

an active and variegated lifc^ 

• 
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wifdom would confifl in cordially for- 
giTing the various miftakcs into which 
the mod intelligent are apt to tall, 
while there was reafon to believe 
they were uointentiooa], and proceed* 
ing only from the inherent incapable* 
oefs of human oat arc io almoin evcrj 
refpedi. 



ft wat obfenred by the public, io 
Acgard to tbcfe repeated inquiries into 
ihc ftate of the niavy, that whoever 
was in faultf one matter was cleart 
^liich w^ that the tnith* in all thefe 
difqaifitionsy wIm fo dilBci^t Co come 
ku from the perplexes and endlefs 
Inasea of accoiints and examinations 
Miiitin it was involved, that trse 
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Declaration of Spain in favour of America* 



'779' 



T\URINC thcfc difputcs and con- 
*-^ ttntions in Gnat Urilaiu, the 
French tninitlry was fcduloufly em- 
ployed ill procuring the accelTion of 
3pain to the caufe it had efpoiiicd. 

Experience had fhown France, that 
notwith {landing tlie hopes (he had 
conceived from her va(t preparations^ 
they were not adequate to the delign 
fKe had A^rmtd, of comparing the 
fubmiflion of Great Britain to the 
terms (lie haH planned in co'njun6tion 
with the United States of America. 
She faw her commerce in evident dim- 
mer of being totally ruined and the 
rtfaurccs of her marine, of courfc, 
I he equally dell roved. The danger 
Mas imminent nnJ immediate. In the 
lj:ace of ( ne tvvch'cmonth more» (he 
hadcveiy reafon to apprehend that 
i!ic flcct'i and privateers cf Britain. 
v.'crc they to pn)tccd as they h^d 
heuiiu. would reduce her to fuch dif- 
trcl'i, as to compel her to rch'nquilh 
tiK' objevfl (he had fo lung kept in 
view. 

In this extremity, (he retpinded the 
Court of Spain of die oMi rniiosis in- 
cumlv nt ujjoii it, in virtue of the Fa- 
mily Compart. Slie reprcfcntcd the 
confcqMt.nces of hifF.ring Great Britain 
ojice more to .fvc the law to France. 
Were t!:e Frcij'h branch of the liae of 
Bouillon to be thus humbled, the 
Spill i!ii Sraiich co-iM not fail to par- 
ticip;»le in itn humiliation. Thus they 
woull both b: dej; railed a feconJ time 
in t'ot eves o^all Kuropc 

At the t/ne when the Convention 
'It KMrdio^d Cuok [^laccyllic Vc«ack 



mini dry, which had long been va&i 
for fuch an opportunity of comiiy 
a rupture with Great Britaiot im 
d lately propofed to the Spaoiih Cqi 
an union of their mutual (Ireagthi 
order to compel Great Britain to : 
knowledge the independence of Ai 
rica. The entire overthrow of 1 
Briti(h power was bid before tl 
.Court as the infallable confequenoK 
fuch a lofs as ihat of the vail domiaij 
po(reffed by Great Bntain in AoMii 
This would reduce it fo lowg i 
henceforth the Houfe of Bonl 
might look look upon itfelf as ddiie 
fiom its capital enemy. 

But the folicitations of the Fm 
miniilry were not fucccbful. Sp 
did not at that time think it in I 
wife her intereft to co-operate iai 
difmembcrment of the Briti(h Bspi 
Several of her politicians were wi 
dirj>ofcd to look forward to fal 
contingencies, than to confok t 
fceming intercd of the day* Tl 
Wire by no means inclined to an^ 
tate matters in a buGnefs that SfMl 
to them to require mature deliberib 
France was unafually impotjai; 
draw Spain into her mendiicg^lj 

this occalV)n. This thej " 

fur prized at, when they 
that its Americiin poflTcffioiM 
of fmail imp'>rtance com] 
thofe of Spdin, and that the ^ 
1 1 . e m c! i ffered e(rcnt tally fya^ 
the dominions of the SpM 
in that vail hemifpherc. ■_ 

In conf-qucncr of dM 
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Spain, to coincide iriih the mcflfurcs left entirely to the decifion of Spain ; 
uf France, the ncf^otiations with the That in the meantloic, the Amcrioan 
comminioners of the United States States fliould be treatcvl with on a 
were carried on without its participa- iiniting of in Je»*cn(!cncy ; and that in 
tion ; and the alliance with them was cafcan accomnr»odation were not ef« 
concluded, and notified to the Court fcd^ted, hotliiities fnoukl iK)t rc-com- 
of Lond;}n, withont any previous nience till a twelvemonth's notice had 
coiifaltation with the Spanlfli miniilry. been given of fuch an intention. 

It was not 'till the greater part of Notwithfiauviing the candour and 

the year fcventy-*.i;jht w:i8 eiapfed, inr.partiality at iii it profefTcd by the* 
that Finnce rcfumeil her foltcitations Spanifli miniflr}-, the conditions it held 
at Madrid. From wliatcver caiife it out to Britain, in helialf of Fraiice, 
might procee'I, they were more fucccf- appeared io detrimental aivi irjurioiis 
ful than bsfore. The Spanifh m.)- to this country, tliat they vi ere, wiih- 
narch was at l^ilt prevailed upon to out hcTiiation, declared inadmifublc. 
m^iks an ofilrr of liis mediation he- On this declaration, Spain iinnic- 
tween France, North America, and dialcly determined to jjin the aflbci- 
Great Britain. ation of France and N<nth Amtjica 

He afked upon this occnfion with againil Ore?a Briiain. This refolution 
great forefight and circumfjieft'on. was taken fo abruptly, on receiving 
■He waited till the military and naval the denial of the i>riti fa Cuurt to 
forces that had been employed in the coincide with the mcalures propofed^ 
late quarrel between Spain and Port u- that it became ividuit the inc*ddtion 
galy were returned from Brazil, and t4iat had been pnifei red was not found • 
till the rich fleets from Nfexico and cd on a fulEcient bulls of impartiality 
Peru were fafcly arrived in the har- to render it Ijfe and tligibic. Tiic 
hours of Spain. As foon as thofe intention of the Coiirt of Spaiu, feemed 
verefecurtd, he aflumcd the chara^er ra\her to dictate tlian to mediate.. 
of mediator between the powers at The tenr.s of peace were fuch es Great 
war. Britain could nut Ji^lcii to, witnout 

Great Britain n'as not averfc to h's detracting from thedeteiminatiou Hie 
attempting a pacification upon fuch had taken to prefcrve her reputation 
terms as comported with her intereft unfullied, wliaiever lofTts ihe might 
and dignity. A fufuicion howeTer^ incur through ttie events of war, ai'd 
was not groundlefidy entertained, thnt theie cafuali tics which neither hunun 
be would lean to the fide of a prince prudence can forcfte, uor valour pre* 
Off his family. vent. 

The terms propofcd by the Spanifh A'he rejpAion of the plan of pacifi* 

Monarch were, that both parties fhould cation frauicd at Madrid, was an objedl 
immediately difarm, and ai^ree to an ^>f tiie utmoil ailouiihineut to lue 
mirerfal ccflation of hodilitics in all political world. It was fully under 
larts of the world : 'I'hat all parties iiood everywhere, that the alur- 
hould remain in poffefHon oft he placea native of refufing the mediation of 
nd territories they occupied at the Spam, would be au acccllun of timt 
ime this fufpenfion took place : That power to the confederacy agaiuit 
meeting fhould he appointed, where Cireat Btitain ; and it was tlKrcfoie 
ke mioiders of France and Great univcrially iuiagined, that fouiier ttao 
Iritain fhould fettle their rcfpc^ive cypoie hcrfelf to lo manifeii a riik, n-c 
ifferences : That France fhould not would yield to ncceifity, and co.iiplf 
Rteiferein the fettlement of the dif- with the Cecif ions of that Com t, ra* 
lUte between Great Britain and the ther than prpvoke its enmity. 
vUUcs of America, which /h^uld be Such indeed vtm \u^ cuwV\^ VtCx^ 

y y * \>^«^ 



S66 HISTORY OF THE {.ATE W-AB. 



good policy feemed to prefcribcy in 
tlie opinion of the m^joritj of people 
througliout Europe. To adopt any 
other was pfcncrally condcnnned ai the 
cffcdt of obftinacy and prcfiTmptton. 

But tills opinion though general, 
had many cpponentt. It was contend- 
eii, that in public, as well as in private 
life, there were occurrences wherein 
ftaces, no lefs than individuals, were 
bound by the rules of honour and 
magnanimity to venture their dellruc- 
tion fooner than forfeit the rank and 
reputuiion they had acquired, Ilhif- 
trious precedents militated in favour of 
this idea, both in antient and modem 
hiftory. When the immenfe armitt 
of Peril a invaded Greece of oW, that 
biavi? people refolvcd to perifli fooner 
than fubmit ; though certainly every 
apparent chance was againft them • 
they were but a handful in comparifon 
of their enemies; but they marched 
forth with a determination to die or 
to conquer. Armed with this refo* 
luiion they fonpjht the battles of Mn^ 
rathon and Salamis, and triumphed 
over the prcaiert power on earth. 

The Romans had trod in their 
footfteps with equal fuccefs. When 
nesily overwhelmed by the vi6lorious 
arms of Carthap^e, they did not de- 
fpond : they dil'daincd to offer any 
conJttions of pence to their haughiy 
enemy ; they continued to face hiin 
with unabated courage ; and through 
thf'ir^ invincible pcrfeverance in the 
inidit of lolTcs and defeats^ . tliey at 
length overcame him. 

In latter ages examples of the 
fame kind were not wanting. Hoi- 
Imd, in the hit century, had wiih- 
Aood in 'is jull defence, the combined 
attacks of the two greatefl powers 
in Europe, In the c^'ntury preced- 
ing, when the power of Spain was at 
its higheil fummit, and alone almott 
equal to that of all the reft of Europe, 
England did not hefitate to go forth 
andoppofc the vail armament (he had 
prepared for tlic conqutft q{ i&U 



kiogdoo. Tboygb i nf o mp i aH y i^ 
ferior ia ftrength» nunbcr erf Ai^^iaf^ 
and men, and ewrj requifiufo £> m^ 
equal aad arduous a triaU Out gxif 
Spain a meeting on the ocean, aal 
through her courage and cbadoft 
proved inTinoihle. 

Her iitnation ^t preiiBOtt compv«4 
with her circumftancca in tbojie dajs^ 
W3S far preferable, even proportiua^ 
ably to the combination of Enemies fta 
had now to encounter. The marini 
of Spain, it was computed, woiH 
make an siflual addition of about fillj- 
fhips of the line to tliat of France, be* 
fides a few more that were conftm^b 
ing. This doubilefs compbfcd a fb^ 
midable lid ; but though fuptiioria 
number of veffels to that of Gicst 
Britain, it was no; to be oucftionel 
that the latter counted a much grcita 
number of able fcamcn and espeiica^ 
ed oSicers. 

Thus, notwitbftanding the deto^ 
minition adopted by Great HaMit 
might be didbted by temerayt jei 
when it was duly confidered, it wim 
be found not unworthy of a wifcai 
valiant people, who bad weighed, «it|^ 
coolnefs and circumfpeAion, the tA 
pedive fituation of themfelves and^ 
their enemies ; and who faw gasi 
reafont, upon mature dcUbcratioaita- 
hope they (houhl be able to ftcm ikt 
current now running lo forcibij^ 
gainft them. They clearly pcTOQScA 
its violence would not be lading | arf 
tnuiX from a variety of cau(es. Ue J^ 
ftrengthin a ftiort time ; while M)t 
own, on the contrary, would ii 
by ihc difcoungcment tbeir 
Wi)uld feel on finding themfcbttili^ 
cap;ible of overcoming thea,aBidi| 
confeqncnt difuniou fuch atUC^fdtff 
ment would produce - jl 

Such were the ideas 
many of the foundeft hcndt iv 
This triple alliance of tmmc 
and America, did ipot tt thi 
henfions, carry 'that intn^fii 
and firmnefsf whidi ia li 
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chieving of great dcfigns. Iti 
ranee was much more formidable 
Its reality ; and it evidently 
ared the feeds of a fpeedy «dif- 
)ii, or of an iheffcdlual fubfift- 

e contrariety of chara^lcr, in- 
t by nature, and cvrry cauftr that 
ics mod forably on the paiuons 
u, marked in a particular man- 
•cry braach oi the coLfcderacy. 
d from motives of ncctrflity on 
Ic^and of ambition ou the other ; 
»afty c!ierini»;d its own feparate 
, and paid little^ if any attention 
tfe of the oth<^r. 

e formidable confederacyj bi'fr>iq 

France had preiumptiioiifiy 

ht tliat Great Britain muii bend 

ut any further Lcfjtation, had. 

doubled her exertions, and tiv,* 

her courage : her tirmnefs fcem- 

incrcafc in proportion to her 

and ioilead of huiPblin^ her- 

efore fo many enemies, (lie evi- 

' Ut ali at defiance. 

DO nation bad ever exhibited 

T proofs of magnaniqiityi none 

the fame time taken bo'der and 

deciiiTC meafures againft its nu- 

IS foes. It fetmed detetmiued, 

1 Fate have decreed its fall, to 

nobly, and to leave a name un- 

and rtfpt-fiable to all futuie 

;h were tlie various fentimcnt$ 
>pinions of the many individuals 
rope, wliofc thoughts and lucu- 
ns Here taken up with the criti- 
tuation of this country, at the 
rhen Spain declared its acccilioa 
e alliance of France and Ame- 
g^fiiuft Britain. 

is declaratior* tvas made to the 
b roiniflry by the k:pani(h Aixi" 
ur at the court of London, upon 
xteentn day of June, leveiuy* 

twitliAanding fufpicions liad 
been entertained of (lie hoitile 
iont of the Cowx of i>paii]j ytx 



the conrideratioji bow repugrant it 
vas to the interrll cf that ir.oiiarcliy 
to ajft inimictlly to this countr}', kept 
people's minds in fiirpeiire how liic 
joint fpUcitations cf the FrciKii and 
American miaillers . at thai Ci^uit 
would terminate. 

'i he Rcfciipt delivered to tl:c 
Bii^ifh minillry by iltc Marquis ii 
Almadovar, AmbaJTador from ^)paii^, 
was a compoiition of a vague and 
defultpry naturcr, wanting in clearrdJi 
and pr(ci,Uo]>, and attended u-iLh na 
accuracy or ilrcngth of rcufcninpf ; 
the raiiisfiatcd canied no wcigljt nor 
convicticn, and did nut afTordjuilcaufca 
for fo furious and violtnt a mtaiurcia 
a iu{;turc between the two nations. 

1 he Ipirlt and mags'»animlty that 
were difphiyrd at this |>eri}ouo tin-.e, 
fiiHy rnfwtctd the prognoftlcationii of 
thcfe politicians botb at home and 
Jibroad, who had roufi^ently predi^lcd 
that the combination formed a^'^ainft 
Britai)), woi:lJ feivc nn:ch Itfs to 'n\m 
timidaie it, than to ihew it? ainazir.gr 
rcfourccs ; ar.d would fhortly make it 
evident, that the profpedls in which 
its enemies had been fo forward tu 
indulge their imagination'^, wtr-2 
founds! on their igsiorancc of the rtil 
iituation of this country, and the dif- 
pcruioo of its pecplc i of the great- 
ijcfs of its intrini.c wcalih, and thc^ 
leadincfs of individuals to eirnloy it 
with the mod boundkls gcncroiity for 
the common defence- « 

Aiiimated with this limdaLIc fpirit. 
all parls of the kir.goom exhibited a, 
zeal and piomptitudc to concur io 
every mcafurc ncccflury for the prc- 
teclion cf the realm, that haniilicd ail 
dcfporiLcncy and fear. People of 
ranJL and aJfBuence licled every where 
with a liberality which foon evincc-d 
that Lo funds woiild be wanting in 
this critical exigency. Con») nukt 
were raifcd, and regiments were fi>rm- 
ed upon tlie plans that had been prc- 
Doledi and evciy preparctiou made to 
lUtcL the Utoudt Cflgt t8 uf the eiwuty. 
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'T'HE capture of ihc ifland of St 
•*• Lucia, and the defeat of the 
FiCRcli by ft a and laud ihcrc, con- 
ferred great rcpuution on the Brftifh 
arms. Admiral Byron arriving fhort- 
ly after with his fciuadron,, gave them 
a fapcriority, which caufed no little 
silarni amonjr the French i/linda. 

Tl:c junC'ticn of this cfTicer with 
Admiral Barrington, ena!>led both to 
iitl immediately to Mar tiin'co, in or- 
der to provoke Count D'Eflaing to 
come forth and engage thim. hie had 
lately been reinforced, and was little, 
if at ull inferior to them ; but he ex* 
pci\c(l further reinfcrccmcnts 5 and 
Jiad not fore got ten his reicption at St. 
L.uci.', from a much fniallcr force than 
hiz own. 

Tiic conqueft of St. I^iicia, how- 
ever ii was honourable, and in fomc 
rcfpcc^s ufcful, proved however a moll 
dtllructive acquifition to tlie Britifh 
troops. Accuftomcd to the more 
tcn.pcr:;te climate of North America, 
tliey were not able to bear the relax - 
J'^i; uiihcalthy change of the Weft In- 
iii;s. Sicknefs and mortality foon 
fpp-'ad among thtm» end fwept off 
iinih it udes. TIuh was truly an ir- 
reparable lofs, as it was impofnble to 
hipply the places of fuch troops as had 
been lent from Amrrrica. 

Reinforcements being arrived f-om 
France to the French fleet under 
CmintDc GraHe, it was now imagin- 
ed that Count D'Edaing would have 
qtiitted Port Royal, and ventured a 
general engagement ; but \\t conuivu- 
cd iamowcdbly in that harbour, ii^- 



mirat Rowley had joined the li 
fleet fiom Europe ; but tli«re «a 
fufEcient difparity between it aal 
French fleet, to account for a m 
Count I)*Eilaing's well koowi I 
declining ant ngagemcnt when fe 
qucntly offered hioi by the Bi 
Admir.ils. 

His conduA, however, was iai 

ccdby very projiei rnotives. Hci 

cd an opportunity which lie I 

tnuft foon Rrrive, of attacking 

Britifli fleet at a difadvantagtt '^ 

diminution of its (IrOigthf throq^ 

convoys neccflary for the hoocv 

bound trade from the Brittih Wcl 

dia iflands. It was now the middl 

June, the ufual (eafon of itsdcpif 

for Europe, and it wns affcnbkc 

St. Chriltopher's in rcadineft tab 

1 he fit nation of Admiral By 

the con mander in chief, was cztni 

diflicult and critical. The inoi 

valu^ of the merchantmenfiowoal 

departure, rendered it abfolutdy il 

penfible to give them a powerW< 

voy. A fmall one would haveAAk 

it, as well as them, to the utnaS 1 

ger, hy falling in with M. De kM 

Piquet, who was at this tinCy M 

ilrong fquadron, on his ifvjr-j 

Prance to the .French jfl^*^ ' 

were it to efcape from this Mn^' 

it would tim tlie greatcft nui^ «i 

leturn to join the mauodcr 

Britifh fleet, to bc inteiccpCc 

whole French fleet under voi 

llaing. tie wouM not C«fl 

Cu Car an o^portnnhyof flUl 
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i badconroycd the tnidcy or 
I remained at St Lucia ; and 
»nty was fo great a prefent, 
ride the Britilh fleet, would 
e which noreafon cooldjuftify. 
Kqoence of thcfe confidera* 
at determined to convoj the 
trade with the whole fieet* 
mt of danger of being fol- 
Count D*£ftaing» or offal- 
h M. De b Motte. 
ner was this determination 
to execution^ than Count 
f as it had been highly aj^re* 
folved immediately to avail 
it. He difpatched a body 
:o attack the ifland of St. 

They were joined, on their 
f a great multitude of the 
idians who were fettled in 
md who gladly embraced this 
:y of revenging themfclves 
iiries they had received fome 
"e, and the difpoffcflion of 
B, that took phce fome time 
onclmlon of the lad war. 
)mbincd llrcn^rth of thcfc 
i domedic enemicrs, v.ms too 
» withdoodby an inconfidcr- 
bn, efpecially, as by means 
ibhcres. the enemy had been 
cflion of the heights ovcr- 
)d commanding the town of 
the principal place in the 
d a large body of regular 
cxpc£le(l from Martin ico. 
notivcs induced the Govcr- 
ipituiate The conditions 
favourable. It was apparent- 
ntion of the French, to di- 

iocliudtion to make an ob- 
fiftance againft them, by 
he mod advantageous terms 
ho furrendercd. 
nean time, Count D*Edatng 
reed by the arrival of the 
Commanded by Monf. De la 
His fleet now confided of 
fhips of the lire, and twelve 
and his land force of ten 
men. 

iu powerful armsLmcntp he 



fet fail for the ifland of Grenada ; the 
drength of which confided of about 
one hundred and fifty regulars, and 
three or four hundred armed inhabi- 
tants. He arrived there on the fecond 
of July, and landed about three thou- 
•fand men, chiefly Infh, being part of 
the Brigade compofed of natives of 
Ireland in the fervice of France. 

They were conduced by Count 
Dillon, who difpofed his troops in fuch 
a manner, as to furround the hill that 
overlooksSt. George's town, and com- 
mands it, together with the fort and 
harbour. 

Lord Macartney, the Govemory 
though he could not avoid forefeeing 
that all reftdance would be vain againft 
fo formidable a force, refolved how- 
ever to make an honourable and gallant 
defence. The preparations made, and 
the countenance (hewn by the garriroa 
upon this occafion, were Aich as indue- 
ed Count D'Edatng to be perfonally 
prefent at the attack. He headed a 
column, and behaved with great bra-* 
very ; but his troops were repulfcd on 
the fird attempt againd the intrench-^ 
ments on the hill ; their feeond, onfet 
was more fuccefsful : it laded near 
two hours. The garrifon, after a mod 
courageous oppofition, were obliged 
to yield to the prodigious fupcriortty 
of number that aflailed them on every 
fide. Thelo(«ofthe French in th« 
confli^, was no lefs than three hund- 
red killed and wounded. 

After making themfelves readers of 
tlie intrcnchments on the hill, they 
ttimed the artillery taken there, againd 
the fort that lay under it. This ob- 
liged the Governor to demand a capi- 
tulation. Count D'Eftaign a&cd up- 
on this occafion in a very haughty 
and infuhing manner. He rejcded 
peremptorily a!l the artidet-laid befoie 
him, and fent back others, with wiLick 
he infided on their inflant eomplianiib 

But the conditions he ofFered were 
of foezttaordimry and unprecedented 
a nature, thubothtbt Gov«ti\QT «A!iI 
iahabitaal> agcet^ la \t){kfiuxk^ ^^mxd^ 
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wisbout heiitation. The Frencb coic- 
Bundrr beiajr determioed to grant no 
other, It was judged udvtfable to fur- 
rLndcrwitbuut making aoy coiulitioos 
at all 

The condua of Count D'Eftamg, • 
after hU becoming mailer of ibis iflind^ 
did DO credit to his charadler. It was 
fcvere and opprclfivey and quite re- 
va^tunt to that gencrofity which had 
been c ]^xricnced by the other iOanda 
kliathad furrcudered to the arms of 
France. The French (bldieri were 
■udulged. It has been faid* in the moft 
wnvvarrantable irregularities: and had 
they not been t«fl rained by the Irilh 
troops in the French fcrrice, would 
kave proceeded to (lill greater. 

Admiral Byron, after accoopany* 
in(; the homcward-boO'id Weft India 
£eet tiU out of dacger, and appointing 
ibcm a convoy to fee them faie home, 
K^urned with the remainder of his 
fii{uadron to St Lucia. On being ap- 
prized of the reduction of 8t Viocent 
by the French, he (ailed immediately 
with a body of troops under General 
Grant for its recovery. 

Tliey had not proceeded far, when 
tltey wi-re informed that Count 
D'Ed^in^ had landed a large force at 
Crtii&da; but that Lord Macartney 
mjs Tn;iking an obftinate defence, and 
would be able to maintain his ground 
ti!I f^crours arrived. On this intel* 
ligence they diredtly fteercd for Gre- 
nada. 

On the fixth of July, the Britifh 
flee: came in flight of that of Francct 
then lying at anchor off the harbour 
of S:. George. The force under 
Adr.iiral Byron confiiled of twenty 
.one ill! ps of the line, and feven fri- 
frates. 

Upon fight of the Britifh fleet, the 
French immediately got under way. 
It waa the intention and endeavour of 
the Briiifh Admir^il to cc me to clofc 
sftlon, from a confciotifncfs of the 
fopcriorhy of the Engli/h in that mode 
afitghting. The intent of the Ftc\\cVv 
A d mir al^ on the other baad, wsa \a. 



avoid an engagement of tl^ fl 
nature, and to oonfinQ hhafitf.l 
preftrvation of hit con^udL :, 

In confiiquence of this fli 
French Eect, which, aa auni 
come out of port, was ta bcttf 
dition, and failed the faOcir 1 
fodiftant a pofition, that it m 
difficulty it co>ild be reacbci I 
part of the BritiOi fieet« nor % 
expofing this part to the tfeni 
fultaining, unfupportcd^ m- 1 
againft their vdiole force* 

Admiral Byroo, on p c f c ai ii 
difpo(ition,andcoBJe6tunng dli 
of thc^ enemy^ made the im 
chacing, and coming to a di 
gagemest, notwithilanduig' tbf 
dent fuperiority. The cagq 
begun about eight in the 
when Admiral Barringtoa 
own, and two other fliipa, o 
by Captains (lawyer ao4 O 
fetched the van of the cncajK 
they attacked with the gfcaleft. 
but the other (hips of the dii^ 
being able for a long time to OM 
to his fupport, thcfe three lbi|H 
ed confiderably from the wk 
rion'ty with which they wevMWl 
ed to encounter, and the Adab 
felf was wounded. 

The Britifh fleet cndta W i 
vain to compel the enemy to €9 
a clofc flght ; they avoided ii.lf 
utmufl circumi'pe£tion and fa 
It was only by fcizing ihc- |i 
opportunities of tlie di 



ments occalioncd by tke.vil 
vealher, that fomc of thoBtM 
clofcu in with the caemj (/k| 
it was upon fuchdifadvajat^pOVl) 
asnothiu!^ but the eatrcaMKi i|Bij 
of the Britifh comaattirtl^ 
have induced them to fid|i||pU| 
upon all occaffona, or wkc 
chanced to meet in batttib^ 
engaged with a fupfrioijti 
proportion. :. 

The officen wbqfe j 
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I Rianncf* Were Ciptatns Coilin*- Notwithftandinjj the damanrc fcvcral 
I, Eiivrardt* and Cornvir&llid.*- oFtlic Britith (hips had fu!l:iiiicd ia 
r ftood the Src of the whole their faiUaad rigging, and their con- 
ch fleet diiriiijr part of the en- fcqaent i:.abillty of aitin^ t^ advan- 
inent^ Captain ^anfhavr of the ta^e, the French did not think proper 
m-xithy a fiKty-four gun fliipt to renew the avlioa. One (hip, iu par- 
f threur himfelf in thewayof the ticular, the Lion of fixty-foiir guns, 
iy*9 Tan, to (top them. Admiral Captain Cornwallis, had fuffcR-d fo 
Icf, and Captain Butchart, fought confiderahly, that (he was utterly in- 

at the fame diladfuntage, aftd capable of rejoining the fltct, that wai 

• CaptaiQ in the fleet llrove with now plying to windward, and waa 

ifa fpirit t» hare an equal (hare iu obliged to beat a way alone before the 

i6klon. wind She arrived in a few days at 

lie diHance at which the French Jamaica, without tcing followed by 

continued, and the difficulty of any of the enemy, notwithilinding her 

ng it fufilictently to bring it to a weak condition* 

aftsou, occafioned a general cef- Two other fnip^ilay faraftcrn, much 

n of dring about noon. It reconn- difabled ; but the Frencli did not at- 

red about two in the afternoon, ttmpt to cut them off, from the appre<« 

billed, with different interruptions, henfiun of bringingon a clt»fe and gi-ne- 

\vc evening, but the Britilh /Vd- ral udion. The fame motive prcveat- 

U notwith (landing his repeated ed them from attempting to capture 

ts« cou'd not accomplifh the end the tranfports. The whole 6f their 

I ardently fought^ of forcing the condufl evinced they did not dare to 

ly to a clofe (ight. ri(k any meafure that would involve 

)uring the adlidn, fome of the them in a declfivc adlion. 

I of Admiral Byron*8flcet hadbt)ld- Admiral Byn>n having directed the 

lade their way to the very mouth Monmouth to make the bell of her 

: George's harbour. Not knowing way to St Chrillophcr, or Antigua, 

fland wai in the poireflfion of the together with the tranfports, drew up 

eh, their intent was to let the his remaining (liips in a line of battle. 

Ton fee they were co ning to their expeding, that being no more than 

", and thereby to encourage them three miles diilant from the enemy, 

jld out* But they were quickly they would avail themfclves of their 

eetted, when they perceived the great luperiority, and not permit him 

ch colours flying a(hore, and the to withdraw the tranfports without 

of the forts and batteries iiriug endeavouring to fei/e them ; but after 

em. having waited in this polit ion during 

hit difcofcry put ftn end to the the whole night, he was much furpriz- 

;n that had brought on this en- ed in the morning to And the whole 

iment, which was to compel the French fleet had returned to its ilatioa 

ch to abandon the attack of the at Grenada. 

L-»rhe inferiority of the Britifh Never did the valour of the Bntifh 

I aad military force, rendered the naval officers difplay itfelf more con* 

fCTf of it oo Ie(i impra^cable { fpicuonfly than upon this occafion. 

it waa cow become highly nccef- llie mod fpirited efforts were viiible 

to confult the fafety ot the tranf- throughout tlie whole fleet to fecond 

I with the troops on board, which the intention of their commander. 

;fettly expofed, from the number Theconfequences of the engagement 

rge fiigates, which it was appre- between the Brit ifli and French fleets 

ed the French would not fail to ofrGrenada, vrcte ec^VLiW^ ^c?^.^\i^\Hcv 

iah ia fiutmt, #f thcrn^ both of th«hj|t\M\i^\\ \a ^ ^^«^>^VS^ 

%1^ 
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TlicBritifh fhipswerc greatly damng- 
C(], on the one hand, though their lofs 
of men w'a» inconfi'Ierable for fo long 
and ohflinate an adUon, not amount- 
ing to above one hnndered and eighty 
kined» and three hundered and fifty 
wrYiiuded. On the other hand, the 
French fufTered much led in their 
(hipping, but their lift of (lain and 
%votmded amounted, according to iin- 
purtial accounttj to more than three 
thoufand. 

Admiral Bjron fonnd it ncccffary 
to repair to St Chntlopher*8, in order 
to refit his flirp? as well as that (l at ion 
would enable him. He was fallowed 
thhhcr fome time after by Connt 
D'Ellainpr, who had now received 
frcfh reinforcements, and whofe fuper- 
iority was lo great and decifive, that it 
%vonld have been the higheft temerity 
to have attacked him in the difabled 
condition wherein the i3riti(h fleet was 
at prefcnt. 

One motive prevented him from any 
fuch attempt at this time* which was 
the neccfli[y of convoying the home- 
bonnd fleet of French merchantmen 
from tiicir Wcfl India iflands. 

On his return from the performance 
of thi^ diify, \\i3 orders fmm the Court 
of France were to leave the Weil In- 
«4ie3, and to proceed with all expedi- 
tion lo North America, where he was 
to co-operate with tlic whole itrength 
of which he was poffeffed, in the cz* 
rcution of thdfe defigns which fhould 
he found requisite to cairy into ex- 
ecution for the fcrvice of the Ameri- 
cans. 

frr purfuance of this injuod^ion, lie 
fct fail for the Continent at the head 
tu twenty-two fliips of the line, and 
ten large frigates. His intentions and 
his hopes were as before, directed to 
ubjecls of the flrfi magnitude. 

His arrival on theconil of Georgia 
bcin^ wholly unexpected, fome TefTeb 
on icheir way thither from that dty 
wHi ilorcs and provifionsy fell into bis 

^if no mtrUigeocc badbcca tt«cU« 



cd of the approach ofCoomD'E famgb > 
no preparattrios had bcea made lor «: ' 
fuitable refii':ance. The Britifh trooptt 
were flill diridcd ia feparate caotm-^ 
ments. The head quarters were allf 
Savannah town ; but the forc£ widi 
General Prcvoft at that pbcc was scry 
inconfiderable, the major part bow - 
ftationed on the ifland of Port RoyiC 
with Colonel Mattland. 

On the fixtecnth oi ScptCBsbo^ :^ 
Count 13'flaiag fummoacd Gcaenl'« 
Prevoll to furrender to the amt of :; 
France. * llie mcllage was conocifBl ' 
in terms of the higheft confidence aal - 
ceitatnty of fuccefs* It boaftcd rf.' 
the manner in which Grenada lui 
been taken^ and warned the Bridfc 
General to b«!ware of making • frait* ' 
lefs refi fiance ; which he intimited 
would probaUy be attended with the ^ 
mod fatal confequencet to the beficg* 
ed. 

In confcquenee of t refbfal to liSfli 
to a fummons that offered no fpcciie 
terms. Count D*£flaing granted ft 
fufpcnfioii of arms, for twenty«fiiar 
hours dtliberdtion. 

On the feventceoth, a final anfMr '^j 
was retnrned to Count D^Eftiiqg^ I 
fummonSf by which he was gnrcn ts 
iniderftand, that an unanimous dctci^**; 
zr.instion was taken to defend thephcff^'^: 
to the laft man. Count D'EAaili-^ 
received it with equal difpteafuce oi \ 
alloniflimenu v 

A jnndion being formed by lit "f' 
French and Ameiican forces tiK|f 
amounted together to betweca> «iil' 
and ten thoufand men. Couol ]y&». 
flaing had five thoufand regiihtft( «l| 
near one thoufand ftout Mttlattoft 
free-negroes, well armed. Tic 
of Americans that joined him 
the command of Genend 
confided of about two thoaTrnvd^tf 
but were (boo augmented to-.-ti 
that number. 

To oppofe this formidable ft* 
General iVevoft had «o.aMii^ 
gc^Ax,^'Mi>^Ttt.\Sa9M£aa4 WH 
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id (hewn he could phce t!ie 
dependence on. Numbers of 
vre refugecSt whom refentcnent 
u(age they had recetvedt ex- 
d to a degree that rendered 
fpcrate. 
French and Americans en- 
feparately. Count D' Eftaing 
: It moft prudent to keep them 

[ the twenty-fourth of Septem- 
the fourth of 06kober, a heavy 
maintained on both fides ; and 
irmiihef took pl^ccy in which 
ilbn were confiantly fuccefsful^ 
confiderable execution. 
rncmy finding they could make 
cffion on the works of the be- 
re(blTtd on a bombardment^ 
iniedwith a ilronger canno- 
m Cfcr. To this purpofe they 
on the fourth of Odober, 
atteriet ; one of thirty-fertn, 
ther of iixteen pieces of can- 
i a third of nine mortars. The 
om tliefe batteries lafted, with 
itermifliony dunng five days ; 
damage they did was chiefly 
I to thetowny where it d^flroy 
honfesyand killed fomc wo* 
I children* 

upon General Preroft wrote 
to Count D'Eftaing, rcqueft- 
the women and children miglit 
itted to retire from the town 
:c of fafety ; but this reqiicft 
iltingly refiifird both by Count 
ng and General Lincoln. 
Americans, mean while, were 
iflatisBed with the French com- 
; they blamed him for not 
ittackcd the Britifli troops im* 
ly upon his landing, without 
hem time to put themfelves 
I (late of defence as they had 
aSned. 

egan himfelf to loofe patience 
nutility of his cannonade, and 
Lit more ad vi fable to proceed 
to a general aflault ; hoping, 
e number and goodnefs of hit 
to bcmorcfocccftfttl tiiaa by 

Z 



the flow and gradual methods of attack 
which had liitharto l>een employee!, 
and of which the eficacy daily appear- 
ed more doubtful. 

To this purpofe* on the ninth of 
O^ober, before the break of day, tho 
French and Americans jointly attack* 
cd the Briti(h works with great fury. 
Count D'Edaing, accompanied by the 
pnncipal officers of both armies, con- 
duced the attack. Thsy advanced 
upon the right of the Britifh Ifnes ; 
and, favoured by a hollow piece of 
ground which covered them from tlie 
fire of the Britifli batteries, they ap- 
proached in good orderand great force' 
and affailed them with extraordinary 
fire and impetuofity. Two of the 
enemy^s (la6dards were adually plant- 
ed upon the parapet of a redoubt, 
^ which was, during fometim;, aflailcd 
TTith the mod obftinate violence. Cap- 
tain Tav/s, who commanded in the 
redoubt, was fliin, with his fword in 
the body of the third man he had 
killed with his own hand. But they 
met with fo determined and Brm a rc« 
fi llance from an inceflfant fire of muf* 
ketry and cannon, levelled at them 
from almoft every dire^lion, that after 
making repeated efforts to force their ^ 
way into the lines, they were thrown 
at len^h into diforder from the ter- 
rible execution done among them, and 
appeared unable to Hand their ground 
any longer. 

This critical moment was fe:zed 
with great prefence of mind. A body 
of grenadiers and marines falUed forth- 
with out pf the lines, and charged the 
enemy with fuch furj,tl>at the ditchts 
of the redoubt , and a battery which 
they had feized, were clearc.d in an 
uidant : they were broken and driven 
in the utmod confufion into a f^vamp, 
on the fide of the hollow which had 
favoured their approach. 

By the time the enemy bad been 
repullcd* it was broad day ; but the 
weather was fo foggy, and the fmoke 
fo thick, that it was not pnffible to / 
difcottr tVkcmo^^i&itaUQl >^^ ^^^tw^t* ^ 

9 i, '^^ 
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Tliis» added to the confi deration of 
their vaft fiijicriority iii numbtrft,rcnd- 
erc«l OfiicT-jl Prcvod wry ciaum- 
fpei'.fiil ill venturing far from hi. lints; 
and as much firing was heard from 
ftvera! qujricjs it was jiMpjed Tiftlf to 
(land in nadiiicfi tn carry afllilancc, 
wcro it to bv wanted. 

'I'htfe precautions, thoiKrh very 
proper, provc-d however unnereiravy, 
the enemy having been repulfcd every 
urlitre with prodigiouD fl,nu>hter. 
Twelve hundred were killed and wotind • 
cd; amo!!g wlinni, the Fiench them- 
felvca acknowledged forty- four nf 
their own (ifficers The famous Count 
Folalki \ias mortally wound :d in tliis 
cn^n-jcment, and Coun: D'E.lalnjjj 
liiiiifjf icccivcd two dangcioua 
iK'ounds. 

Ti» complete tlic fuccefs of the Bri- 
tifli arir.8 on tils occafion, a victi^iy 
of fo much iirportance, and wh:ch 
gained them (*> much reput2ti( n, was 
purchafcd at a very moderate price : 
the liil cf killed and wour.d(d was no 
more than fifty- live ; and the brave 
Captain Tawcs wai the omy oflicer 
that fell.. 

The courage and intrepidity dif- 
played on this memo-able day by the 
Brilifli officeni and fohliers, was fo 
prear and ilrik»n/, thnt ar. Cer.^r:! 
Trevoll expreffcd hiT.felf in hii re- 
count <»f the action, •• To psTtieul:iri/c 
ihcifvT who either did, or (trove tj 
fijrnalize themfelves hcycr.d the reli, 
would br to mention the whoh- ar- 
my." Not only I he m'ditary, hu: the 
naval lill dillin>Miilhed itl. !f in the 
moll confplcuom munner : the Ihtps 
companies, with their pllicei.-,, wrrc 
all Itatiuned afii.jre, and equally par- 
look oflhi- dangers as well aj o» the 
honours that were }T;n*r.cd. 

One officer, however, vas fpokcn 
of wiih luchappLiule l.y his (iiner:-!, 
that it woirfi be injj'.iice lo pafi hiin 



unobfrrvcd. Tint w«sCaplmUav* 
crief,who in the capacity of CngiBccr, 
conducted the plan of defence witH ii 
much judgment and Ik ill, that be va 
honoured with the vranncft and wA 
luianimous applaufc of the whok if^ 
my, and recommended io a miaicr 
at their deGre, as an oEicer defnviB| 
of the highcft Qotice 4nd reward; 
t})e French themfelves acknowfedgef 
their aftonifhtncnt at the coitilHIlL 
proofs of his abilities, of which tjbillf 
were witncifes to ihcir own cnft. ' 

In this manner was the ProTiaoetf 
Ocor;n'a cleared of the enemy i aft* 
the moil fimgnine expcAatioDt hi^ 
been entertained bv all ^mericti tkft 
the redcdtion of this Province wouli 
have been but a preparatory ftcp ti 
the ex]iuinon of the Brttifh flevti fri 
. armies from every part of the coa* 
tinent. 

1 1 was not therefore, without ci^ 
ccfTive concern, that Congrefswas i^ 
formed of t!.edif:i&er that had aiteidi 
cd the united arms of the Frcvclitfi 
American confederacy. It profcd'a 
heavy blow to their intercft, wA 
f^remly lowered the hopes tlteyW 
formed from the potent fuceoors tk 
French Adn-.tral liad broughtiHi 
the defigns he had laid be for then. 

Initead of havin;^ accomplifhed dH 
fmauCii part of the fchemehe liad Mtf 
prr.jcdted, he met tiith the comjikMl 
def.-ut on his very fn fl attempt lo ctnf 
the commencement of it into oMH 
tion. • ^ 

In lieu of that triumphant fcfw*!* 
Franco, which the cnemiet ttfOM 
Driiaiu had fo often antici|«sal il 
their wifhcs and difcoiiifett-^lt W| 
obliged to make thebeft of hb Wtf 
home, wiih a fickly and iH-oqgidUli* 
id ileet, part of which onlj ll^'ilpi 
vei:turc to IVud back to tkc WMftA^ 
die*. •^» 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

'iambinedFlccu of France and Spain. 



etife^eiice of the hod tie tiotU 
ion on the part of Spain» pre- 
by the Ambafiador of that 
to the Court of London^ its 
ite and attcnlum uvrct of courfcp 
'ed oa the mcafiiret xrhich that 
ition now rendered neccfiary. 
clamation was ifiued on the 
•nth of June^ for the granting 
len of marque and rcprifaU 
: the fubjidt of Spain, aiid a* 
to re^nfate the diAribation of 
that (hould be taken during the 
uance of the war with that na- 

hemrantive, avthe eonfederacy 
>nned by America, France, and 
ngaind Great Britain, had at» 
i the eyciof all Europe, on (b 
nd important an objed, the 
h minilir)' tliought it incumbent 
m topublifh to the \iorld fuch 
tents and motives for itsconduA, 
;ht afFord a colourable pretcl^t 
te eztrfordinaFv meafures they 
lopted. 

e performance that wascompofed 
lee to thif intent, was remarkably 
»ui and artful, and (ho wed with 
fiacility reafoni pnay be afiigned 
r moft tmjuftiiiable adlions. 
ihofe partiCinfl of that power, 
I the jcaloiifly produced by the 
Iciir and prof|)enty of britain 
tndcred W nuinerout, the Ma-v 
way receired with iiatisfa^'on, 
iuly countenanced ; but by the 
ercfttU and the intclligCDt ptr( 
cietyi it waa^ODfi^ctcd ia no 
light than >a i nere palliation 
^ that were iwjniKfaiUc ia thcuF 
nature ; and at oae of tbde pro- 

■'IMF* W'**^^ ^^IWP^*^ "^^^ ••^IP^^^^ 
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a neccflary concomitance of the 
terpiizes refuitxng from ' lawlcfa amU" 
tion. 

It was anfwered in a very able and 
maflcf ly manner, by a memorial writ^ 
ten in juJUfication of the condudt ob* 
fenrcd on the part of England. Never 
were the deiigns of France, and thd 
meafures employed by her to carry 
them into execution, laid forth witii 
more explicit eridence, and accuracy 
of reprtftntation : nor the many al- 
legations and pretences on which (he 
founded the reditude of her condu^ 
cxpofed and refuted with more ilrength 
of reafoain^. 

The publication of this celebrated 
performance, though it di4 not filence 
thofc individuals either in France or 
in America, who were determined t(» 
defame the charader of the 15riti(h 
nation, yet conveyed ample convidioii 
to the minds of the unpftjudiccd, how 
litttlc the French were warranted t(K 
complain of the condu^ of Dntaiit 
refpc6iing them ; and that nothing 
but their irradicable difpofiticn to do- 
mineer over tlkcir neighbours, had ex- 
cited them to embr^cir whattbcria.- 
agined was a favourable opportunity 
of reducing the. power of tha( people* 
who had always proved the molt form- 
idable obfl.m^»ors of tliis inequitable 
-defign. 

Out of the extenGve domiiiior.% 
which in former ages beloagcd lo the 
Kings of England cm the continent^ 
nothing but the tmpty titk of Kin^ 
of Fraooe rematna in their pofTcIfioni 
This, with the i0es of Jtriey aa4 
GuernCeyi ii atl ih^y have reiainc^ 
fbroad. 
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xned the projc£l of feizin^. Her van- 
hyt RO left than her intereft was con- 
cerned in depriving Britain of thofe 
^inly remnaots of her ancient power 
and greatnefa in France. 

A force of five of fix thoufand men 
^;ras coUe£led for thit purpofe. It em- 
barked in fifty fiat-bottom boati» and 
attempted a landing in the bay of St 
Ouen, in the ifle of Jcrfty on the fird 
oayofMay; but though they were 
i'lipportcd by five frigates, and other 
crmcd vefTeis, the militia of the ifland^ 
with a body of rcgularSv made fo re« 
folute a defencef that they were com- 
pelled to ren're, without one man lutvt 
ing fet hit foot on fliore. 

Much difcontent and mutual recrt 
Tnination among the French naval and 
military ofikers was occafioncd by 
their failare at Jerley. The attempt 
VTM rcprefented by many aa :U con- 
ccrtcdt and worfe executed, and ai 
deficient in point of every rcquifite to 
autiiorifc any hope of fuccefa. 

llie French, however* were ftill de- 
termined to make another attempt* 
Both the troops and ftamen thai had 
been empliived in the former, were 
equally defircus of retrieving their 
honour ; but as the weather oppofcd 
them, they were obhgcd to defer it. 
Mean while. Sir James WaUacff with a 
fmall fquadron, one of which was a 
ihip of fifty guns, came in fight of that 
which was to cover the defcent. It 
confided of fercnil large frigates, wiih 
rtl.er armed veflcle. On his appcar- 
:.ncc, they made the bed of their way 
to the coaA of Normandy, where they 
:an afhore in a fmall bay, under the 
rover rf a battery. He purfued them 
to the bcttom of the bay, filenccd tl»e 
^unn of the batterv, forced the French 
1 aban(^on their (hips, captured a fii* 
gate of thirty four guns, with two 
rich prizes, and buriied two otherbrge 
frigates, and a coalideraUc number of 
#tlier veflels. 

This gallant aASofi entirely drf- 
coungcd (he fcheme of iavafion in- 
^fidcd agaiaft the UUsd oi 3«r(c^« 




From thn time it appcanto have bKA 
totally bid afide ; and thoQgh a ktf*!, 
was kept up atong the oppofite mil ' 
of Fraiiccf yet from the vif^ilaBCC g| 
the Britifli cruizers, it waa itiakni 
totally ineffeaual. *J 

Jn the mean time it waa nndt ta '\ 
be apprehetided that the deC^foi of ^ 
the Houfe of Durbon were to iavril ^«] 
Great Britain itfelf. Tbe vaft m4 \ 
fupcriority ofuhich they would ll^ ^ 
poflcfled on thejunfiion of tbe Fread^-i; 
ar.d Spanifh fleets* would give 
fuch a command of the Chanod^ 
would put it in their power to cl 
both the time and place of defbeal 

But were the mditary preparaikar 
in England to deter them froa il»>;' 
tacking it, Ireland lay open to aa iU ^ 
tempt, from the inconfidcrablenasof*' 
the regular force remaining aa thift 
kinj»dom« owing to the large drib 
which had been made from the vo^ 
giments on that eftablifliment to 
force the armies and garrifons abraaL 

It was chiefly this part of the ~ 
tifli dominions for which mod appia* 
henfioDS . were, entertainel* thoi|g|k< 
the wifliesof t)ie French natioa ilMf 
pointed to England as the princip4 
objedof their attention. So gn4 
was the defirc and ardour of the gcMv 
rality of people throughout France 
adtrcd invafion of this country, tk|' 
tlie government whatever might be i|| 
real ivtent, thout;ht 6t to gt«e it 
every kind of countenance «| 
encuuragenn.cnt. ^ The beft tiO0|| 
in the French iervice were diava iif 
of their cantonments, and marfdM 
to the provinces bordering tm.tia 
Bntiih Channel : tranfports 
pared in every convenient ica; 
great promotion was made of 
ofHcers, and thofe comnmjpdi 
publicly appointed who wen 
charge of this important cm wli tf * * 

So warm and bagviac i«tii||i 
pedat ions of all ckilcay 
giments dcftined iifr 
crondcd with 
. VkKiaanftu 
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(hart in the eonqucft of Eng;- 
3ufed the emulacion of all the 
I of any diftinciion. The pub- 
loband coHegeti m many placcc^ 
mptied of all the youth that 
icmght fit to participate in fo 
a an undertaking : and many 
gentlemen, worn out in the 
a of a military life 9 refotved on 
sifion to fummoa the renraxnt 
r former ftrength and vigoUr^ 
dedicate their lad fcenes to si 
ktori, from whence it was ex- 
that France would derive fo 
gtandeur and fame. 
\€ midft of thefe flattering pro- 
t wai necefiary to form a juhc* 
the French and Spanifh naval 
before any attempt could be 
> realize them. The incapacity 
ice»till aOifted by Spain, to 
ilifli Che ends (he bad in view, 
! daily /more evident. The 
tended to aft againd En^^land 
d of no more than twenty-eight 
f the line, and thofe not in a 
ondttioii ; the Driiifh flset, on 
er handy that wastooppoiV: it a* 
d to thirty-eightfailof theliue. 
he dcQgn of invading this idand 
blidy avowed on the otlier (ide 
rater, it was rcfolved, as the 
ady means of defeating it, to 
a junftion of the allied fleets, 
tpurpofe it was intended to 
p that of France in the port 
1 : but the endeavours niade 
at view did not fucceed. Wind, 
', and other caofcs occafioned 
able delays, and in the mean 
[>unt D'Orvilliers left this bar- 
the beginning of June, ^nd 
ith all expedition to the c«a(l 
n p where he j oiaed the Spaniih 

• 

jundion gave the united fleets 
'ormidable appearance. l*hey 
d of between iixty and feventy 
the line, befidea a very great 
ion of large frigates, and a 
dc of other armed ^tvifch. This 
7as armamcm, hk€ the hatkou$ 



Armada of Spain two centunes befqre# 
filled all Europe with anxiety and con» 
jcftures conceriving the idiie of itt 
operations. The enemies of this 
country looked upon its downfall as 
being certainly at hand ; While even 
its well wi(h;rrs could not forbear con- 
fidering its iituation as highly critic 
caL 

The firft movement of the combin- 
ed fleetf was to deer conjointly towards 
the coad of England. — Sir Charles 
Hardy, with the Briti(h fleet, was at 
this time cruifing in the . entrance of 
the Channel. The enemy, however* 
pafied him unobTerved, and entered 
the narrow feas about the middle of 
Angud. They came in fight of Ply- 
mouth, where the)' captured the Ar- 
dent of fixty-fo 11 r gtms, on her wav 
. to the fleet, but made no attcmfpC to 
land any where, or to attack any place. 

The wind fetting in drongly firon 
the Ead compelled them to quit thr 
Channel : on its abating, theyrefiimed 
their(Ution in fight of the BritifhcoaP,* 
about the Land's End, and the chops 
of the Channel. On the lad day of 
Augud Sir Charles Hardy made good 
his entrance into the Channel, in full 
view of the enemy, who either did not 
endeavour, or we:e not able to prevent 
him. His defign was to entice them 
up to the narroived pare of the Chan- 
nel, wherCf iocafe of hiscominj to ac« - 
tion, the advantage of numbers would 
not be fo decifivc as in the open fea ; 
and where, if they (hould be worded 
they would find them felves entangled 
in many difliculties ; and would even, 
whhout fuch an event, be expofed to 
much danger, from the frequent varia- 
tion of winds, and other local caufes. 

The combined fleets followed him 
as far as Plymouth, but did not think 
it advifable to proceed any farther* 
Thereaions they afiigned were a great 
ficknefs and mortality among their 
f)eopIe, by which fome' of heir (htpt 
were totally difabled ; the bad condi- 
tion of ihe\e,inotL Oi ^Vi\^ Tt^T^' 
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•fthe ftortny wimlsof the equioox* 

From thefc motives, they fotind 
tlicnfclvcs unJcr thenecdllty of abao* 
tloning the English coail, and of re* 
pniring to BaMt, in about three weeks 
from their iiril appearance in the Chan* 
ficlp without having intercepted any 
part of the Eaft or \Vei\ India trade* 
as they had propofed, and without 
having made the leall innprciltja on 
ibe naval ilrcngth of Great Bi Itaio, 
nolwitl.flanding their iinmenf^* fupc- 
riorityi and the contumelious boa.lin^t 
with which they had diled every Court 
in Europe* 

This retreat of the combined n a vtea 
•f France and Spiin^ from the fliurei 
•if Britain, without having efTcctcd any 
]Kirt of th< plan they had univerfally 
^l\'tn out with fuch ui (limited con* 
£dcnce and pride» liruck all Europe 
with aftonifhment, and covered the 
French themfclvea with confuiion. It 
was in vain they pretended that caufcs 
a^ninil which no human effort i cnn 
prevail, bad combated for the Englifh : 
it was (hrewdly fufpccied» the fa A 
was, that fuperiorasthey were, they 
fk'u\ iM)t liowcver dare to c ommit their 
foruine to a fair and decifivc trialof ikill 
and valour with fo irfo'ute and diTpe- 
THte a body of men, as the Brit i lb fca- 
men are juilly reputed. 

Though near double the number of 
"Vhc Briiiib ficct ia (hipping, and lieUe 



in th«t of meRi tbci# domaattdcrt v 
knew whst opponent! tbey would hi 
to encounter. They were not igi 
rant oftbefuprifing dec da of con 
and dexterity perforiAcd by the m 
d.-JTes of this nation lA cafes of eitM 
itv, and were from I hat motive cur 
ly averfc to compil thiHii to their l 
moll exerttous. 

Such was the general opinnn 
Europe. It was further corrcfaon 
by the daringnefs \nth which tbcl 
tii1i fleet continurd to keep the f 
afier the combined fleeu had itii 
into port, by the multiplicity of C 
tures that veere daily made of Fse 
and i*-'pani(h vcllcia upon their. i 
coads, as well as in every part of:^ 
woild, and by the uninterrupted fQ 
from all quarters of the Brityk .0 
merciai fleets. 

'Vhc invincible fpirit ^kk lil 

Britain faced fuch numeronsaad ll 

i Jabie enemies, was the moic m0 

of admIration^ as the luDgdoaii||!l 

tlie mean while torn with cmL^dH 

tioiis of the moik alarmiii^ ail 

Exclufive of thofe political alterthl 

which had fo long diftnrbcd its k 

nal pence» reli^iuiM fvf7t tlitJi 

dread ftd of all human phrcaOl|%' 

1i|;hted up a fbme whidi h^pi 

threaten a violent eonfl« g r ajt iB%1: 

which excited the mo ft grii 

prcbcafioBS in ail thinking 
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i NgtUrdHtji-^Ktdu^ if ^ilAnL-^^cejfes ^ Admiral 

iiodntyi 
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E jealoufy entertalnea t>y tlie 
iarttmc powers in Europe, of 
rer and pre-cmideoce ezer- 
f Orcat Britain at fea, had 
i hithertb bdt covertly and 
ljr« Exp^ding tbat the union 
loufe of Bourbon would have 
uScient to check it effe^luallyv 
i remtlried pafflve fpedatord 
mteftf which they imagined 
Qot fail, to terminate to thc^ 
tage of thig country. So 
id potent a conibiidtion at 
America, France, aind Spain, 
id pi^mife, without any ad- 
aid, to bring the mar time 

Off Britain to that (late of 
ion, .whi^h was the general 
aim of European pditics. 
^hen it was found that the 
d etertions of Britain were 
ftfTorded little hope thnt even 
hty cotifederacy would fuc- 
compafling this long de/ired 

deter mi nsftion was taken by 
remaining powers to fjrm'a 
nbination iir order to effcd it. 
ices for t roeafure of this kind 
wanting. The adlivity and 
>f Britiih privateer?, had rcn- 
:ra univcrlul objefls of terror, 
to the commercial /hipping 
enemies, but to the many 
longrng to otucr powers, that 
1 ployed in firrnilhing tlfem' 

articles as were notconfift- 
a ftnck and fair neutrality. 
)miRg under this drkritptioii 
utcigjofd motk u^oBtraver- 



< 

tlbk mariner, Wiit 6fteil made, li*. 
verthelefs, a fubjed of litigation, and 
the letter of treaties was-wrcftcd, iii 
order to put A wrorig interprctatioa 
upon them, in evident contradiftion of 
the fpirit hj which they werfe dilut- 
ed. 

As the SritifK miniftry infifted, 6ti 
the; other^ hand, udoii th^ propriety: 
and lawfulnefs of lei^ing articles of 
this nature, contentions arofe between 
Greatt Britsiin and the various powcri 
to which the ^ettels laden with fuc- 
articlcs ijelongcd. The right of prc- 
vcntm^ fiipplics from being carried to 
the cnenty wai fo manifefl, that no- 
thing but an inclination to riiake nfeof 
any cpport^mity io quarrel with ihii 
nation, could have prompted that 
eager nefs with which ap Europe 
fccmedto confpire in fcfufmgfo admit 
the validity of the argutifoots upoti 
which the condu£t of the Bfiiifli go* 
ternment wdps founded.' 

Tbe principles alledged in its de-" 
fence were derived from antient and 
long received praAice.— They had 
for agesccYiilituted t]»at part of the 
law of uacions which ral^i^es to the 
irfages ellabliHTcd ir. civlziled countrieif 
in times of war. They formed fo' 
powetfula barrier to the deflgns in 
agftatioff ifgainft Great Britain,i that 
while their validity was 'allowed ,, 
DO }u(i complaint couUIk'oc framed 
agatnft the condu^ of tne Britifht 
miniftry. 

fore to um^ %.^^*ifcitrt cA \u ^38?«g» 
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lion the re£iitiide of thofe princtplci, 
and to cftablifh a new fydem of mari- 
time 1aw9» contrary to thofe whfch 
had been fo long in force. By thefe 
racani the pretences of Britain would 
be overthrown* and the right Hie claim- 
ed of intercepting the fiipjrfiet carried 
to her enemiefy would be entirely an- 
nulled. 

I'hat power which took the lead 
in the pn?mu1gation of this new fyftcm 
was Ruflia ; one that ought, accord- 
ing to all the rules of what feemed juft 
S>licyy to have aeled a friendly part to 
ritain, and difcountenanced a mea* 
fure which tended fo manifedly fo 
detriment her in a material degree. 

It was under the proteAion of an- 
cient mazimi and cuitoms»that Bntain 
maintained the arduous conflidl againft 
fo many powerful enemies with no 
fmall fuccefs. It was for that reafon 
alone that Europe determined they 
ihould undergo a total alteration. 

Whatever might be the fecrct moi- 
lives for fo extraordinary a determina- 
ti'on in the Court of RuiSa, it waf 
withjudfurpnze the Court of Great 
Bntain rtccivcd notice that it had 
formed a code of naval regulations^ 
which miliuted in the dire^ril man- 
ner agninfl the pra^Uces hitlitrtopb- 
fervcd in Europe, and were evident fy 
levelled at the maritime power of this 
country. 

It was a matter ofpeculfar aftonifh- 
nrnt that RufDa fhould he at the head 
«)f a combination fo injurious to Great 
J^ritain, The favours (he had receiv- 
ed from the Britifli miniflry, in her 
Tate war with the Turks, and (lill more 
the commereiaT benefits refulting from 
a crnncdlion with this country feemed, 
Co fecurc the good wiQ of Ruflia, and 
even its afCftancc, in cafe of ncceflity. 
Littie therefore was rt exped^ed that 
it mould prove the tirft of all European 
jfotentates in that inimical declaratiDir, 
the intent of which was to deprive 
(treat Bntain of the principal re- 
fourcc'i that enabled her to ftawd Vvet 
ground in the midft o£ fo manY dV£- 




The purport of thia 

claration wasy that the navq^ilipi 
neutral powers fhould remain aa 1 
and unobftrudled in time of wart ■ 
that of peace ; and that ppondcd d 
fliips were not laden with cpolnli 
goodirthcy fliould enjoy tbeAi 
•f conveyingt free of felzurc aad 
ftrainty all other articlea whur 
though bekmgiDg to tlie powen 
war. 

Tfait declaration, fo contrafifll 
to the ideas and pradice thai ! 
hitherto prevailed, was . reccMd^a 
much apparent fuSmiflion and d^ 
ence by the Cotirts of Fraae^ ; 
Spain, of which it ftrongly iiinrf|l 
the views. Great Britain^ eoall 
to her cuftom and chataficri ' 
obliged to temponfe on thia Hf 
occafion. Her anfwer to t&it m^ 
fying declaration, though gnnA 
exprcffed. Was not wanting m '^ 
fumciently deaf to remind 
how different a part Great _^ 
had a6Ud to her in the day of Mil 

In taking a ftep of fo unpiCQC^ 
cda nature, Ruflia had pic^n 
txfed the precaution of fccnru^ 
concurrence of anhcrncighbooink 
formidable was the iniprefBott el^ 
power and fpint of Britain, MBJ 
(landing the perils that fiimp|| 
her, that none of the northern lliji 
durll prefame^ alone and unfim^ 
by the others, to enter theUCa"^^ 
Britain in Co boftOe and 
manner. ^ 

Denmark and Sweden |nfi|B|^ 
cordingly with Riiflta rn tttti; 
confederacy ; to which Hi 
even Portugal itfelf, were „., 
accede. So prevalent, and fis^ 
ful was the univerfal malcfdtl 
Britain, and fo unquieftionafal|r'^i 
reputed the m^ereft of Euro 
operate in the humiIiatio» ol 
time grandeur. In tUa ni 
formed that univerfal aj 
neutral powers i:i Eun^eaj 
Britain I which afFumcdvlIi) 
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niimGal to Britain during the 
I wtth America^ none afforded 
comCc of resentment than that of 
id. Since the commencemeut 
t unhappy quarrel^ a clandeiline 
opce had been carried on between 
Dtch and the Americans^ highly 
icial to the aSairt of Great 
D« The encouragement given 
revolted CoIodici was open and 
*ft. They were not only fur- 

with all manner of fupplict, 
idifgoired countenance and. re- 
rere (hewn to thtic flag» in a 
r incompatible with the honour 
grnity of Great Britrjn* 
Nre&otationt had frequently been 
to the States General of this 
>riety of condudl in their Tub* 
>ythe Britifli Ambaffador at the 
Zf Sir Jofeph Yorke, who com. 
d in a memorial prefen ted in the 

of February I ieventy-feveny of 
regatid (hewn (o feveral antece* 
remonftrancci* and infilled on 
viour in future more fatisfa£^ory 
Court of Britain ; in(inuatiag» 
I cafe of non-compliancCf due 
nent would be fliewn, 
lugh a refpedful anfwer wat 
ed to this remonftrance, the 
>ondence dill continued between 
itch and the Americans on the 
Mting as before. 
the tiipture with France, this 
idly difpoiition towards Great 
I on the part of Holland was 
:ed more opeii'y, and exerted 

liigher band than ever. The 
'ards of France were fupplied 
all kind of materials for the 
j£tion and equipment of fleet 8» 
s much readinefs and afliduity^ 
ranee and Holland had formed 
ifcA alliance againil Britain. 
>ugh incenfcd at fcch unpro- 
ufage» Britain went no further 
3 fcxze thofe Dutch vefTels that 
>adcd with naval (lores for the 
I ports. The States of Holland 
i the letter of a treaty made a 
f ?gpf but thcjr ncre given to 



underftand that nothing could be more 
ungenerous and unjud than to infid on 
the fulfilling of a treaty which the 
circumftanccs of the prefent time ren- 
dered inadmiillble. Britain could not 
permit Holland to fupply France witli 
naval Aures, without expofing herfelf 
to imminent danger. There were 
a numberlefs variety of other articles 
in trade, from the importation of which 
into France the Dutch might derive 
immenfe profits, without furnifhing 
that power with the means of injuriui; 
Great Britain. 

Jo order to take away all pretences 
of complaint ftom the Dutch, the 
Britifh government, inftcad of making 
prij.esof the vefTels laden with thefe 
liodile cargoes, came to the generous 
determin'«ition to purchafe at a fair 
valuation, all the. naval (lores that 
were on board theDutch vefTclii brought 
into the ports of Great Britain, to pay 
the freight of the cargoes, and to in« 
demaify the proprietors in all the jud 
ezpences and damages occafioncd by 
the detention of tbeir vcffcls. 

While the Court of Great Britain 
was repeatedly complaining of the 
obdinacy with which the Dutch 
merchants continued to furnidi the 
French with naval dorcs, thefe, on the 
other hand, prcfented a memorial to 
the States, remondrating agatnd the 
feizure of their vefTels employed in that 
bufinefs, and requiring protc^ion for 
their profecuting it in fufety. 

France, in the mean time, confcious 
ofrhe necclfity cf procuriii^'r tliis re- 
fource to her marine, infiHcfd perempt- 
orily on its being protected by the 
States, in the fame manner as every 
other branch of the Dutch trade. So 
drenuous was the French miniClry in 
aff<:riing the propriety of this oice(bt*» 
that it threatened to conHdcr a re- 
laxation of the demands made upon 
Great Britain by Hollrnd, ns an in- 
(ra£lion of the neutrality wliich ilol- 
land was bound to obferrc between 
France and Great Britiin* ann as aa 
evident viwt o( pa^xiaiv; \^>>iw^ Wx^st 
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The Frencli Ambiflador preicnted • 
jfticmoriiAl lo the Stages on this fubjefti 
^r:>:iig them iti the mod prrfiing jnan- 
ncr, to an effc^lual and ipecdy com- 
i)lian:*e with the requtfition of Lis 
Cutirt. 

7n order to encourage the tm porta- 
tiou of naval llortri a regulation wai 



uffd in Fiance in ihc rooiiLh of July 
fcvtnty ci^iitv by which fuch Tariout 
aovHiitages weic granted to neutral 
vcfL U SB accorded with the views of 
bcin,^ flip pi led through their meant 
vrliU tlic nc'CcflarieB for hpr navy. But 
on the States not complying with thie 
requifaion of the Ficnch minillry in 
the manner it had propofcd, thcfe 
advanta'^es were revoked with refpedt 
to the fubjeds of Holland ; the city 
of Amilerdam alone excepted ; which 
bad warmly efpoufcd the caufe of 
France, and demanded of' the States 
the equipment of a fquadrdn for the 
protection of its navigation to that 
kingdom, againfl. the British cruizcra. 
iMotwithilandicg the authority af* 
fumed by the Court of Fiance* in 
prefcribing to the Dutch in what 
manner they (kould ' obferve their 
treaties with Great Britain, the French 
fiidion in tiolland was io powerful 
that inftead of lefcnting thisfrevdom. 
It was reprel'ented as jntUiinble and 
well founded. Clamours in the mean 
time cncrcafed aj);ain[l the Britifli go- 
vernment ; and it w^s dcfcribed as 
aiming at an exclafive rijiht of fram- 
intj laws for the commercial corrcfpoii- 
dencc between rliffcrcnt (lates. 

On the acccllicn of Spain to the 
conic Jcracy again (I Great Britain, 
fix'fh reprefentatior.s were made to the 
States, on the uccefiity of prohibiting 
the exportation of i>uval Uores to her 
eneniieti ^ but they had no more effedk 
than the former : the diiTiculties 
wherein Britain was involved, fecned, 
on the contrary, to have infuied into 
the pA>ple of Holland a ilronger de- 
ijre to add to the diftreffcs of tlic 
Miitifh naiioiu 
A Afrnuil demand WM aov vadft 

a. ^ 



upon Holland on the psft of flu 
Britain, for the fucooura ftipahwt 
the treaties fubfifting between Ai 
'Vht dangen that menaced both ll 
fixun the family compaA of tbeHf 
of Bourbon, Were laid bcbic 4 
Dutch in the ftroDg«fl cokmrii I 
whatever might be the real eaflfe 
their aYerfeoefs» to liften to the M| 
fentatioDS from the Conrt a£ fii 
Biitain, whether thqr were tntiaii 
cd by the vaft power dii|4>ycd hf* 
numerous enemies^ or inMoencedby 
invincible jealoufy* they ftiO coalill 
in the fiime unfriendly difpofitioi* i 
anfwer was £^*ven to the mcfli^ 
and all appearances tended to pna 
fixed determination to ad an liMi 
part towards Great. Britain. 

In the beginning of the year c^ 

^ Beet of nterchantmen laden m 

naval Korei for the French navy, U 

from Holland ander the ccnvoj^ 4 

fquadron of men of war* IntdBpl 

of this being brought to EagUi 

fquadron wa^ difpatchcd undir jft 

modore Fielding to intercept ih 

On meeting the Dutcli flcel tm^*- 

quelled permlOion* to {(cardi ibdii 

ufua) ; but this was denied, ooiM 

to the right of treaty. Hcni| 

lie fent his boats with orders m h 

upon the examination of the cMJi 

but they were Hred upon by iba Ap 

commander. Count Byland^aifa 

vented from executing tb«k%OTI 

Commodore Fielding upon lki|^i 

a (hot a- head of the J^utch 

who returned it writh 

Cnptain Fielding icplicd 

and the former itruck bia 

the mean time moil of tbo BlM^ 

fels huien with naval ftorei^kMJj 

n^erns to efcape. They 

their voyage, and i 

French p>rta; where 

naval fupplies in abuad^Kf^ 

at that time were vq:» op 

The remainder of thoi 
was carried into Boytfnaqn 
vx. >K^% ^ccom^nind>Vy i% 



Tf^^s' 
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It gtvea him to canttauc hit 
ith t|^ fquadron under hit 

mphiqtt of the Suus Gcne- 
oud %od viokut upo^ tlu'i 
and yet thcytha^ manifelily 
be right of fearch cilabli(hcd 
, «i3 never yet colled ia 

vndertd the conduct of the 
Umore offenfivey was, that 
ley affiled the tncmlea cf 
-ttain to thit open decided 
they forbad their fubjcds, 
ivy peaaltiety to fumiih the 
if Gibraltar with prutrifions, 
anding Spain had at that 
ived to the Dutch to a man- 
.y difrerpe^^ful and injurioua 
itcrcit. 

ondud betrayed a ftraiige 
te{ii of the ttrong tics by 
hey were conneded witii 
ind of the trident oeceiEty of 
g that balance of power in 
la which Holland wat more 
L than any ilate upon the 

• Itfliewed with what cl- 

* euemiet of Britain had cx- 
mfclvesy in overturning the 
yitem that had fo lung prc« 
Jiat republic ; and how op* 
fe maxima they had iotroduc* 
to that dole and intimate 
I with the Bhtlfh nation, of 
; utility had been proved by 
ience of iwa centuries. 

:d at thefe continual provoca- 
Court of Great Britain re- 
kngth to exprefs itfclf in 
lean and decillvey as to draw 
it anfwer from the States rC" 
:heir ultimate intcolioos to 
:ry. 

dt thedofe of March, eighty^ 
h Ambaffador at the Hague 
ted to renew the requisition 
tccoura to which Great fin- 
entitled by {everal treitiet. 
weight moiitha fiuce it bad 
befimre the Aflcmbly of the. 
lii^g which eio^cithad bio 



wholly annoticed. He ex^ollulktc|l 
with them accordingly with gre^ 
force and dignity* He reminded them 
of the many motives that ihould in- 
duce them to live in tlu: Rridell amity 
with Britain : and concluded by iu- 
farming them, that if a favourable au- 
Cwer were not returned to his re^uifi- 
tious within the fpacc of three weeiu« 
the Court of Great Britain would 
look upcu fuch refuffil as a breach uf 
the alhance,on the part of HolUud ; 
aud would cuuiider the Kcpublic in no, 
other light than as a neutral Itate, nut 
priviledged to particular favuurs by 
auy treaty, ard as having, by its con- 
duct, made void all thdc that iubiklUdl 
between Doth Itatct. 

The reply to this m.emorial, was, 
that the time prcfcribcd viras too limit- 
ed for an anfwer to be given to it cou* 
formabie to Uh; rules aud couditutioiit 
of the Republic. But this reply was 
viewed by the Britiih miniiiry as a 
meer evafion. At the States Gcutral 
had been eight months in pofTcilion of 
the reque^ now repeated^ full leifure 
had been allowed them to deliberate, 
upon it ; and it was uubccoming to 
require any longer fpace for cuniuitar 
t ion. 

In confequence of the anfwer given 
to the Britild Amballador, k was oovr 
refoivedat the Court ot Great Bii* 
tain, t«i put iu forcc^ conformably to 
the notice he had given, the (ufpenliuu 
of the privileges enjoyed by the iubjeci% 
of Holland, in virtue oi the coaccf- 
fionsi made is their favour by former 
treaties. After waiting the fpace o^ 
time notified, no iatistadory anfwer 
being returned* a declaration was pub- 
liihed, wherein,ialter a circumtlantial^ 
reprefenUlioa of the conduct obCervedy 
by HoUasd fince the cpmmencemeut 
of hofUlities» the above refolutaon was 
foimally fpeci^-d. 

la the mean tinie» the Britiih mini* 
dry wat fuUy occupied iu providing 
for the varioua puiCcffioni of Great 
Briuin in foreign partt that were 
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Among other placet, Gibnhar wis 
now clofcly invelted« ind prefled both 
ct land and fca by the fleets and ar- 
iTiiei of Spain. Im mediate! f on this 
Court's declaring its acceflion to the 
confederacy formed hj Frande and 
America againtlBritainy Oibrahar was 
blockaded ; and all means of fupply- 
ing it with neceflaries ioduftnouflf 
cut off on erery fide. 

The great abilities and Talnur of 
General EUott, the GoTernor^ afford- 
cd the bcft founded expcAation of its 
making a rigorous defence : but the 
fcantinefs and uncertainty of the fup- 
plicsit had. received fince the beginn- 
ing of the fiege, began to be Tery al* 
arming ; and it was now ttRie it fhould 
berehcvedina regular and fufitcient 
manner 9 to enable it tocoMtinue a fuc* 
c€r:tful reiiftance. 

To this purpofe a ftrong fquadron 
vras prepared, and the command of 
it given to Sir George Rodney i whofe 
I'ervices in the laft war had recom* 
mended him to the not ice of govem- 
mtiit. He fell in, a few days failing 
from England, with a Spanifli fleet of 
fixteen traufports, bound from Bilbos 
to Calrs. They were laden with pro- 
vifiuns and naval (lores, and convoyed 
by a fliip cf fixty-fbur guns, four fri- 
gates, and two armed veffcls. Only 
one trsnl'port efcaped. 'llie reft were 
taken, and proved a heavy lofs to the 
rntmy ; who were at that time in 
great want both of provifions and mz-^ 
tcrials for their fnipping. This cap- 
ture took place on the eighth of 
January, eighty. 

On thefixteenth, aSpanifh fquadroq 
of eleven fail o( the line, was dikover- 
cd off the Cape of St Vincent. As 
the day was far advancedt in order to 
reach them the fooncr, the Britifh 
Admiral made the fieual for a general 
cuace, to engage as the fhips came up^ 
by rotation, and to take the lee gage, 
in order to prevent the enemy Irom 
retreating into their own ports* 



I 



Theadion began at fimr h Al'i 
afternoon ; the toidmcit flupv b cbr " 
Britifli fquadron doling in whk thii 
neareft ot* the enemy. In about Uf 
an hour one of tlicir fiiipty moMdm - 
feventy gnaiy^nd oarnring Hx kviA * 
redjmeni blew up^ and tiicy all pciiUi' 
After two hours fighty another Spawb.,' 
ihip of the Une was taken. TIk wBiain 
continued with great Tigoor' on boA 
fides, till two o'clock in ibcnoraiifV^ 
when the beadmoft fliip of the tweSfi 
ftruck to the Sandvrich ; after vUda - 
;hey ceafed firing. 

The weather vas fo tempdani 
during the m'ght» that it was withcsi^ 
treroe difficulty poflcllion could hi 
taken of thofc ihips that had fiimai 
dared. They were fix in nnaiber;af 
which two went on (bore and vtN- 
luft, and die other four were browl* 
fafe into Gibraltar. Thef confiiel*; 
of the Spanifh Admiral's oam fliip if. 
eighty guns, and feveo hundred boh 
and three of fevcnty guns, Mai'bk 
hundred I men, j 

This engagement happened fo wkH - i 
the fliore, and the Britifli fliips were la * 
eager in fecuring the lee giige, topiv*^ j 
vent tlie enemy's efcape, that Adnunl 
Rodney's fliip, and f ome of the largift t^ ' '. 
in the fleet, were iu great danger 4^ '^ 
running on the flioals off the coaft aff *^ 
St Lucar. Nor did they return MfJ 
deep water, till after much Uhiwmjfc'/; 
and the exertion of great fcamaaflapb.''^* *j 
The behaviour of the Spanianit *iai^- j 
this confli^ was very brave and IjpSriK' j 
ed : but notwithftanding their gdklC^ lj 
behaviour, it was the opinion oCiH*M 
who were prcfent in the aAioDt drit^ j 
had it taken place by day^ or th^. ] 
weather been Icfs boifterouat 
of them wonld have efcaped. 
that did were fo ccnfiderablj 
ed^ as to be unlrt for fervioe. 

The Spanifli Admiral, 
de Langara, behaved with _ 
rage, and did not furrendcr tlB i 
anobftinate refilbncc. The ^ 

^cktA yru coipmiiricd br 
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ide* Ha?ing the fmall pox on 
a didempcr of which the Spa- 
arc remarkably appreheo^vcy he 
d it to the enemy, offering to 

/tarty of his own people on 
them« without (hifting any of 
tbhit Own fhip* provided the 
h Admiral and his officers would 
their honour, that the firitiih 
I ihoidd not be interrupted in 
>ffeffion of their prize* ^ This 
le propofal was accepted with 
j(heft ezpreffions of gratitude» 
mpiied with in every point that 
etn required, with the utmoll 
r and punftuality* 
I confcquences of this important 
' were, the complete relief of 
tar, and of Minorca, both of 
I till this event, had been con* 
I as in a ftate of imminent periL 
er performing thefe fervicea 
•al Rodney iailed for the Weft 
9 where he was commiifioned 
ne the chief command. Ad- 
Digby proceeded home with the 
id the prizes, and had the good 
e to fall in with a I^rench man 
of. fixty-foiir guns, which he 
It convoyed, with another fhip 
line, a large number of fliips 
to theidinds of Mauritius ; with 
y (loret and recruits. They 
>o far diftant when firll pfecciv- 
be purfued with fucceit ; and 
reeofthe (lorc*(hipswere taken : 
i efcaped with the other ihip of 
s,and reached their dellination. 
fe various fucceflcs occafioned 
mon fatiefadion in England, 
same at a critical feafon ; and 



contributed powerfully^ iiot only to 
raife the fpirit of the Britilh nation, 
but to damp the hopes that bad beeii 
formed in France and Spain, of ftrik- 
ing a decifive blow at the opening of 
the naval campai^-n, by the re*union 
of the French and Spani/h navies. 
The bed officers and feamen in the 
marine fervice of Spaii were in the 
fquadron that had been taken or dcf« 
troyed ) and the (hips themfelves were 
in (he beilcondition of any in the Spa« 
nifli navy. 

Sir CSreorge Rodney was honoured 
upon this occalion with an unanimous 
vote of thanks from both Houfes of 
Parliament. Their confideration of 
his fervices was fo warm, that the/ 
zealoufly recommended him M deferr- 
ing of the moil fignal notice and re* 
compence on the part oi^ the Crown* 
in this they %^re the more urgent, at 
the Admiral^s domedic affiiirs were in 
much diforder, when he was appoint- 
ed to the command of. the expedition 
wherein he had been fo fuccefsful. 
There were alfo other motives for 
wiffiing to fee him piovided for in an 
bonourableand liberal manner. Amons 
others he bad, while in France, refut- 
ed fome very advantageous proffer^ 
conveyed to him through perfont of 
the firft diftinAion ; who had ilrongly 
Mrged him to enter into the naval fer<' 
viceof that crown. But though th6 
profpeAs held out to him were very 
bnlliant, and he was at the time in 
circumftances of diftrefs, he nobly re* 
fufed to take part with the enemies o^ 
his country. 

C H A F. 
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I^HF, precriiDgcimpafitn had ter- 
mhiated Tcry (MfsdTantaj^ufly 
to the American R. n'he mighty pro- 
jcAs formed by D'E'laiii'^ had been 
fnillrated in the complereft manner. 
He had been Tananilhi d and compefled 
to retire with a . Aiattcrcd fleet and a 
broken army* Unable to prof ecu te 
any further operationst hr was novr 
returned to Frances and the C(.'1»mcft 
were a^^in left to their M'^ (rxrriiomi, 
with little prufpe6t of reccrvm^ any 
afUdance from their French rHirt, in 
fnffident time to obviate eST^^tially 
the attempts that might he made, in 
confequenee of the fupcrinrit) now ob- 
tainedbythe Britifh forces. 

Towards the dofe of the year 
foventf-nine, Sir Henrv Clinton em- 
barked with a cOniidtrabIc land farL-e* 
TtnciCr the contoy jof a (Iron^ fquadron 
c-^Timanded by Admiral Arbuthnot. 
Tlieir dcftination was Savannah ; but 
iheir progrcfs was much retarded by 
iKmrrary winds and ftormy weather. 
They did not arrive off the ceifl of 
neorgia till the expirat:(»n of January. 

On the twelfth of February tlie ar- 
my was fafcly lauded on the iflnnds in 
:li^ viilaity of Chr.rK-s Town; and 
fwivn thence proceeded to the ba .ks 
'>*. Aflilcy's river ; between Which ai;d 
^'coper's river that town is fttiM^d* 

Owing to a multitude of impedt- 

m'.i.ts, feVeral c.f them atifing fmra 

-lie i*3ture of th? <^i*n.itet and of the 

;^round that uas the fcene of a&\oii^ 

•': Mjia ac^r the c*o:c of tAaich bt£oxc 



the Britilh fbrcet croffed dill 
Aihley. Thia motimt wm wmk 
der the prote6lioa of the anhd 
lies. The boats oF the fleet hxOd 
whole armf, ^ith the irtillnlf 
ftores requifiie fur the fiege, wll 
any refiftance on the part oftliei 

my. 

^rom the deficiency of biUK 
Cannon, occaGonedby the lofs' ttf 
ordnance (hipi the Britifli Geaaal 
obliged to have recourfe to the Ad 
ral, for a fupply of pieces of ki 
metal. A fufficient number 1^ 
confequenee landed, with a Ati 
Atentof feamen under tbcOMii 
ofCaptiin Elphinftone. 

The day after the army had i 
good its paflage over Afhlej IM 
advanced to Charles Town, b |l 
ground within eight hnndrM yUM 
the enemy's works* in thenijift d 
firtl of April ; and in feven Skf^M 
had perfedled the batteriet p*tfp 
and mounted them with csiaMK-'- 

On the eighth of AprQ Aft 
Arbuthnot forced his way irts0l 
Town harbour, uilder, a heavy 
from Fort Stillivan, which MM 
feveral of his (hips. He tooLc^ 
polL'lIion of all the diflerent " 
entirely blockaded the 
fide. 

'J'he g:itning of At h 
Charles Town was the heaii 
appointment, at the Aaaci^ 
^TTEvl^ ^erL'uaded, 6oil|i I? 
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wo yeanbefore, that it vroitid 
*aded the entrance of the 
jadroQ with the h'ke fuccefs. 
iirig on the efRcacjr of the 
t would make, they had 
veral (hips and giliiec in a 
> make a raking Tire on the 
ladron* on its approaching 
and doubted nut being able 
It to fuch a condition, as to 
U expeAations of fucceeding 
enipt of that nature, 
lad alfo* as a further means 
iliun, funk in the channel 
» the town* four large fn-> 
it!i fcTcral merchant fhips» 
li chcTaux de fiize c ' their 
the manner of thofe that had 
i<!r]y funk in the Delaware, 
ne intent. An immenfebooni 
rx tended a crofith til' channeL 
Qipofcd of fpars, chains, and 
urcd together by (hips mafts; 
i defended on the lide ot the 
ftrcng batteri^R, mounting 
»f forty pieces of heavy caA- 

obftaclcs being furmountedf 
kitifh fquadron having taken 
of the hirbour. Sir Henry 
and Admiral Arbutlinot 
mmoncd the town to fur* 
lut Grtrferal Lincoln, who 
ed there, anfwered that he 
Fend it to th^ lad extremity. 
I rcfuTal, the batteries were 
1 the ninth ot April, and 
with fuch tftc^t as quickly 
lie fire of the enemy. The 
-e carried on with fo much 
I a£livity, that the befiegers 
lays approached within little 
four hundred yards of the 

:r to cut off the communica- 
ccn the town and country, a 
It of chofen men was form- 
nmmand of which was ffiven 
l.Webiler, anoffi(;cr ofnot- 
id bravery : He was accomr 
Colonel Tarleton, with t 
armlry ; tnd br Major FcT" 



gufon, with a party of light infantry* 
The enterprize they were fent upon 
was attended with a variety of dif« 
liculties. They had rivers to crofs, 
and other arduous operations to ex- 
ecute, in pre/ence of an enemy dron^lj 
polled,and who had a very fuperior 
cavalry. It wa^ principally at this 
corps theif efforts were aimed. 
Through the great diligence and dex- 
terity of Colonel Tarleton, it was fur- 
pnzed and totally defeated. Thia ob* 
ftrud^ion being removed. Colonel 
Webftcr advanced into the country, 
and feized all the principal pafles, by 
which means the town was now com- 
pletely invefted. 

Thefe fuccejes enabled the Britifh 
army to carry on the (lege with 
addit*ontl vigour. The enemy, on 
the other hand, made no lefs rcfolute a 
defence. Tliey had ufed great induHry 
in fortifying the place. The neck of 
land indofed between the two riverst 
A fhlcy and Cooper, was a continued 
chain of lines, redoubt^, and batteries* 
At their extremities, towards both 
rivers, they were covered by decpi 
fwamps* communicating by a canal 
cut along their front. In the inter- 
mediate fpacc between thefe works, 
and the body of the place, were t\fa( 
rows of fallen trees, 6xed into the 
earth, in the manner of a fraife work i ■ 
behind thefe was a double picketed 
ditch. In the center of the lines they 
had coifilrucled a kind of citadel : the 
artillery mounted on thefe different 
woiks, confiilcd of eighty-piecca of 
cannon and mortars,. 

The fiege ofCharfc-sTown had ift 
the meat) whHe greatly alarmed fhe 
contiguous provinces. Henfible bow 
much it behoved them to prcfe^ve a 
place of fuch importance ) 'they were 
exerting their utmoft endeavours to' 
raife a force fufficaent to its relief. 
The defeat of the troops in the neigb- 
bourhood of Cbarlet Town, by Co* 
lood WebHer, had greatly dlfcoocert- 
cd them. But 'that which they ^re- 
gretted QiofiLt^u ^^ ^K&nJ^^ffw A 



isi HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR- 

tficir cavalry by Colonel Taileton. Town to be comprehended ia tbii «• 
Tiit-ywcrcat unco.iisnon painato re- tick. The fubjcdi o*" France ui 
pair this lofsi ; «iik) with much inituilry Spain to retain their effis6b, with pcf^ 
and cxpence collided another body oC miflion to leave the place» but tooHH , 
hoiftf, which was immediately dif- tiniie prifoDcrt on parole, 
pitched to the alUilaiicc of the troops The Britifli army tookpoflefiflaQT 
that were advancing firom various Charles Town on the twelfth of Slif< 
quartciti to the aid o( the befieged. but The pnTouert made on this oocafion 
(11 reocivin;; iutcliigcnce of their ap- amounted to up^rarda of fix thooUs 
proach, Colonel rurleton was orders among whom were a thouCaod feaaai 
cl to attack them. He executed his Seven general ofliccrt were tahcn}iil. 
ctiinmiffioii witli fo much fucccfs, that a prodigioui number of otherH fiM 
almoll the whole corps was either the eagcriiels with which all thofe «h», 

were in the vicinity of Chirka "Dm, 
repaired to its dcTtnce. 

The .artiller> that fell into the hull 
of ihc viiftorSf confifted of near (Mi 
hundred pieces ; and the flii|ipiB|i of. 
four large frigates, and a great qoi- 
was tX'.'rting himfcif with no \cb tity of boatSf with confi&rable fif- 
vi)four and good fortune on that fide pKcs of military (lores. 
which lay towan's the fea. Hcfoim* The confequence of the redofiipi, [ 
ed a brigade of fcamen and marines, of Charles Town, was n general St 
wiih which he made him felf ma (I er of couragement of the peopk ia tk,, 
forts Mount- pleafant and Sullivan, neighbouring provinces ; ind no ink 



taLcn or di-flroytd ; and all the horfes 
with their accoutrcmuitslcU into the 
hands of the victors. 

While thefe facccfTes were obtain- 
ed in the country bordering iipon 
Charles Town, Admiral Arbuthnot 



The ganifon of the Bid abandoned it 
without refiUance^ and that of the 
(econd hirrciuiercd hy capitulation. 

Uy tlie fixih of May the bcfii-gcra 
lia.l puflicd their works to the canal 
that con n edit d the two fwamps on 
the ri^tit and Icfi, and had almod 
dr incd it. They pafild it three days 
aftwiyaiid advanced towards the ditch 
next to the body of the place. 

Ill this e::trcinity, finding that no 
xAiMi v\it:t to be exiie-ilcd, and the Bri- 
tiih arn;y was prcj»sriii«r for a gtneral 
ainuilt, I he A .Acricnu Governor pro- 
p^jftd l«»!tlivti up the town ou ttrjr.s 
wMch h.t(! already been c»{Ftred him i 
In:: \.hivh he had r* vcied. 

r»y ».li lo t< nns ic wa.> aj^rectl, that 
the A>(ict':\':in tiiiopj and k-amenwire 
to rc:i'.:iin priiojir.. of^vai til! exclta:i4(- 
C;^ , iMit nor L» difioilcd ot iheir j^ri- 
vuie j>ro?nr!y : ihc militia to r«^lurn 
to thLir dxvrl!ir'^H, there to abij,: as 
prifontrs on their parole ; on keeping 
xi'hich^ they were to be fceurc fioni 



alarm and difcontent throoghout At 
continent, when the vail cxpeAtfiiMl 
excited by D'.£(Uiing were contiaW 
with hi? failurci and the fucceffes m 
the Britifh arms under Sir HcKf 
Clinton. 

As no doubt was entertained tw 
he would lofe no opportunity of IB^. 
proving them to the uUnoftfgKOit 
paii»> were taken by the AaiencxoiW 
collect wfih all fiofliblc fpeed, a fav^ 
fufllcicnt to make fome daod, tilU|li* 
perai*mv could be formed. Ta.PI 
purpole detach me nil from ftiuiMff 
wer^: drawn to the boarders of^lfllA < 
Carolina, wliere it was na< 
peeked tlie inotitfTis of the Bi 
would next be direfted, ^ 

On leceinng this inliTliarnftt^Pj"' 
Cornwallis marched up the M 
fkuated along the banki oC 1 
Sji;tec. The enemy wcvej 
place ca'led W ac&w» OQ.fhc 
Ihie bitwcenNorthaadSMri 
dilant from him opiwardi c| 




si/ ii2ui^/la;fon» The chb^ui 04CVaa\ia tt4 tEv^tfuu C.^:^svMd 'Uudtt 
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r4 to command a cbofcn hodjt 
ler to attack them before they 
be remf«rced« He Iravellecl with 
ncpedition^ that he reached tbem 
c third day of his march. Upon 
Dg to fnrrender on the terms he 
rred» which were the fame that 
•cini graoted to the garrifon of 
es Town* he attacked them with 
ch comrade and fkiU, that tliey 
nearly aS either kifled in the 
i» or woundedt or made prifoners^ 
all their artillery and baggage. 
wa9the third vidlory obtaiAed 
cans of the Britifh cavalry, com«^ 
ed by G>loneI Tarleton* Their 
era both in this and the foreg-p* 
igagements, were inferior to thofe 
c enemy ; but the men were 
n troopersy and admirably expert 
I management of their horfes and 

• 

it adion decided for the prefoit 
ite of Carolina. The bravery 
ited by the Britifli troops dur- 
ic whcde of this fervice» had been 
kably confpicuout* Both the 
military branches co-operated 
a warmth and emulation that 
;a damp upon the enemy from 
ery beginning* Among thofe 
:hicflv diftinguiAed themfelves, 
s thole that have beeamentioaedt 
lajor Moncrief* 

Irefiftance now fell before the 
h arms in South Carolina. It 
onfidcred as cothpletely reduced ; 
rrangements were in confequence 
by Sir Henry Clinton to fecure 
^fleifion againft ail future at* 
a from the enemy* Mod of the 
s in the Province were either 
ters, or profeft adherents to the 
of Britain. 

e attention of Congrefs was now 
dy :tnmed to the recovery of 
i Carolina; the importance of 
I was now Uie more felt from its 
cficdloCk Laigc detacbmenta 

Bbbi 



of regulars were coQefted from every 
quarter whence they could be fparcd, 
and difpatclied with all fpccd to re- 
inforce the troops 'remaining in the 
vicinity of that Province : Virginia 
and North Carolina^ which were mofl 
intcreftcdy as being nearcft the fcene 
of danger, exerted themfelves with 
great vigour. Virginia in particular, 
in order to a£l with the greater cele- 
rity and cffe6t, invcfted the Governor 
appointed by their new conditution, 
with abfohite power during the rcccfs 
of their Provincial Afltmbly. This 
was the firft ad of the kind that had 
taken place in any of the United 
Sutes ; it was probably fugged cd hy 
the recoUedion of the didatorial 
power O'^cafionally conferred upon 
perfons of great truft and abih'ties in 
ancient Rome, in times of difnculty 
and diftrefa. 

Lord ComwaBii prepared to meet 
thefe hoftile exertions with his nfual 
adivity. He was affedually feconded 
in his viewsby Lord Rawdon, a young 
hobleman, whofe valour and military 
talents began at this time to difplay 
themfelves with uncommon lullre. 
The town of Camden was fixed upon 
as the centre of operations, from its 
convenient fituation on the Santee, a 
large river, navigable through a great 
extent of country, and at hand to 
convey ftores and troops to various 
parts of the Province, and efpectally 
to thofe bordering on North Carolina^ 
from whence the etforts of the enemy 
were chiefly expeded. 

Experience daily (hewed what fmall 
reliance could be placed on thofe who 
had fubmitted to, and promifed to 
fupporttbe Britifli government.— Ge- 
neral Gates and Bam Kalbe, a Ger* 
man officCT of high merit, wer^ now 
advancing in great force to oppoie 
the progrefs of Lord Comwallis. At 
foon as tifty had reached the confiinra 
of Sooth GaroIina» the people of thia 

Provtniid 
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ProTincc rq>a{rfd to them from ertrj 
diflrtd, rcgardleft of their aflurance 
of fidelity , and of their being pri- 
foners on parole. Bodtei ralfcd for tlie 
Britifh fer^ice. took the firll oppor- 
tunity to leave it ; two whole bat- 
t«lioi;s went I'Vcf to the enemy in this 
zn^nncr. 

General Gates ivas now at tha head 
of fo confidcrable a forc'r, that the 
pod Camden was become very much 
txpofid. His main* body prLflVd ic on 
the one fidci and a (Irong detachmtntt 
under Geneial Sumptcr, was eu- 
dea\-ouring to cut o5 iti communica- 
tion with Charlciluwu. The whole 
c^nintry b:ryond Camden had declared 
in hi4 favDur. The troops there were 
ill a vtry reduced condition throuqjh 
the htat and the unhcaithinei) cf the 
climate ; no kf^ than eight hundred 
Were from illuefs rendered unfit for 
fervlce : thii wr.san alarmfng diminu- 
tion to fo fm,'(!l in army, in the midfl 
of an enemy's cdunlry. 

Such were the circumftances of the 
Britifh forcfi when Lord Cornwailid 
ariivijd at Camden. From the great 
fupcrlority of the Americ2r.3» it was 
i:n Rained hy tlicm that he would have 
retreated to Charlcflown, \fhiiC it ili;l 
lay open to him, and would not have 
dared to venluic an cn«;?'Trmi*nt with 
CeueTal Gate3| wholiad litai fix thou- 
fand men in excellent condition, cx- 
clufive of the body under Gmeial 
humprcr, ainv; Jilting to fifteen hund- 
red, and which was every Lour c:(pcc- 
ted to join him. 

To oppofc this force, Lord Coin- 
^'alh's hwd no more than fourteen 
hundri'd re jjulars, with four "or five 
1 un Jred militia and rcfujreca from Nortii 
C<irolina ; but he relied on the good* 
nefs of hia troops. He alfo forcfaw 
that much wsis to be gained by a 
viflory and little tn beloU by a de- 
feat. By the firll he would prefer vc, 
together with the reputation of the 
firitilb sirms, the Province ol Sooth 



Carolina aod Georgii, befidesthcpol 
of Camden, with the Tad qaantity i 
ftorci there depofitcd, abd the greil^ 
proportion of fick troops* which, if Ic 
retired, would fal! in:o the l^n& of 
the enemy.— Were he, 0:> the fldw 
hand, to be dtfcated| he made hi 
doubt of being able to ifecure bit r^ 
treat to CharUrftowh, at all events. 

Having taken the dcterminatioot9 
fight tht Americans, his next caic 
wa& to procure information of their 
fituaii<«» and motions. Finding tkit 
they wei« eneampcd at twelve miki 
dilUnce, and that tiicir belt irtJ^ 
occupied a difauvantngecui grcond, 
he reiolved to inarch iu the nigiit, io 
Older to fur prife and attack them bf 
the bicak of dav. • 

He fct out from Camden at teoi 
aod at two in the morning, after pni- 
ceeding nine miles, his a()\*anced guard 
fell in with the enemy. By the wci};kt 
of the fire he was convinced ikcj' 
were in coiifidcrablc force ; and fugt 
found by the report of fome prifjneis^ 
that General Gates had marehrj fail 
whole army to attack the pofl at Casa- 
den. 

Lord Cornwallis immediately hAei 
and formed his troops ; the enemy did 
the fame, and the firing ceafcd oa 
l>oth fidea. Happily fgr ilie BritiAi 
army> the grqund wliere bolh anaiil 
were met was marrowcJ by fwaaipl 
on the right and left, \khich was la 
advantageous circumAiiuce to the 
fmall u umbers of which the Biitifc 
army con filled. Loni CoraviEl 
hdviiig taken meafurei that the cncaf 
jfhould not hnve it in their power m 
avu'ul an enga^rmenc en that groaadlf 
relolved to ctfcr the attack lul ikf$ 
not cliufing to li He. an engagcoMI fli 
the u:icertainty ant! confufion MvliA 
an adion in the dark ia yuallil^f. 
liable. • , 

As foon at the dawn appeva'- ** 
Britifh forces drew iq> ta.;o 
battle I the centre udA^JmA 
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;, the right wiiig under Colonel 
[ler, and the left under Lord 
!on ; a fclcd body of rtfervc waii 
ned in the rear, together witli 
avalry, under Colonel Tarletbn. 
»e American army formed at the 
time in two Itncs ; when Lord 
vrallis obferving a motion oa 
left| wluch indicated an intention 
ake fome alteration in iheir or- 
le feized that opportunity to bc- 
bc attack* which was begun with 

figo^r by Colonel Wcbilcr on 
[ghty and in a fevf minutea the 
1 became general along the 
t front of the line, 
le weather being calm end ha:(y» 
nted the fmok« from rifing, and 
loned fo thick a darkfiefs/ that 
ffc£lsoftbe vigorous fire main- 
i on both (ides -rould not be per- 
!» The Bn'ti/h line continued to 
ice in. good order, keeping up a 
ant fire, or making ufc of the bay- 
as opportunity offered. After 
hflinatc refinance during three 
ers of an hour, the enemy was 
vn into total confuGon, a^d for- 
o give way in all quarters. The 
ry cQmpleted the rcpt, and after 
r great execution on the field of 
.', purfued the ^ying enemy more 
twenty miles. 

le loflcs of the enemy was yery 
ierable. — The flain amounted to 
nine hundred) and the prifoners 
e thoufand. Among the former 

General Gregory and' Baron 
e, the fecond General officer in 
nand : among the latter was 
:ral Rutherford. A great num- 
f colours were taken, with all the 
cry and ammunition, and all the 
age and camp equipage. Of the 
rs not more than (erenty were 
aud two hundred ai^ thirty 
ided. 

le condu^ of Lord Comwallis 
remarkably cool and intrepid 
ia da^. From the beginning id 



the end of the li^ion, not ^ fiogte 
opportunity was lo(l that tcpUed td 
lucccfs. Every advantage tha^ offered 
was inflantly difcovered, and immedi- 
ately improved to the utmoft." H^ 
was no lefs ably ftcouded by liis of-- 
ficers, among whom Lord Rawdoij^ ' 
withCdlohcJs Webfter acd Tarleton, 
fignalized themfclvcs mull confpicu- 
oufly. 

Two days after the adlion at Cam- 
den, Lord Cornuallis detached Colo- 
nel Tarleton in qucft of the Aricrican 
General Sumptcr, who with a cou^ 
fidtrahle body ha^dfor fome time beca 
fuccef^fully employed in haraflijig tbc 
convoys of proviiiotis coming from 
Charleilown. As I.e was advanta;;c- 
cufly poflcd near the fords of the 
river Catawba, it was apprehended 
that the routed army might from that 
confidcraiion, repair to his encamp- 
ment, and re^alFemble there in ibrcc 
fufficient to make a frefli Hand, 1 ill 
they receive^ further fuccoiu-s. 

Colonel Tarleton executed thni 
commifiion with his tifual adivity and 
addrefs. Having procured infDrma- 
tion of GcncralSumpter's fituation, J.c 
came by forced and concealed 
marches, and ordered his motions with 
fuch dexterity, that he furprized liia 
camp in the middle of the day.— The 
American General's detachment was 
totally deftroyed or difpcrfcd ; three 
hundred were made prifoners, lefidc« the 
flain, and near three hundred of the 
Brilifli troops, whom ihcy had cap. 
tured, were retaken. 

This lad defeat of (he enemy gave 
the fini(hing blow to the hopes they 
had formed of regaining pofleHion o£ 
South Carolina, and infpired the 
friends of the firitifh government witk 
a dcteoninatton to exert themfelvcs 
in obviating all attempts on the part 
of the difaffedcd. To this purpo£e 
they feized, in conformity with the 
diredloni of Lord Cornwalhs, on the 
«rouof thofuwholaj under fufpitiM 
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•UtliciraatioiMw 

The lojral ptrty in Ncnrth CvoKna 
mtrt alfodtredcdonthboccafioa to 
take up armf aod aflcmbk iamodi- 
atdyt IB order to appnebend the moft 
^iokot among their cniponeiitti tndto 
take pofefion nf all their military 



ftoiea and pagaiia ei f and m the bm] 
time to intercept aU tr a g g fci i kq^fj 
the routed army. To enc wif l 
them in the eiecotioQ of thcfe oida^ 
Lord CotnwaOia proposed wicImmC 
loiiof time* to advance with hk «Ut 
army, to their fapport. 
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Uaval Operatimt in the Wfft hdiet* 

i78oi 

WHILE the Britifh armt were dently to avoid in engagement; bitt 

thun profpering on the conti* the precautiont taken to defeat \h6x 

lent of North America, the honour intent were fo efledual, that fieeing 

pf the Britiniflag waino lefs ftrenu* themfelfet compelled to engage, they- 

mifly matatatned in the Well Indian formed their line of battk about bicnk 

baaw Notwithfta.nding the fupericrity of day. 

af fbice of which the French were Between eight and nine m the 

poffeflbd, they were unahle to render morning. Admiral Rodney made • 

k of the cificacy they had expeded* fienal to hear down upon the enemy ^ 

In the latter end of March Admi* which prcceiving, they altered their 

fa! Rodney arrived at St Lucia, and position to one more advantagcouai 

cflumed the command of die Britilh than their former, and continued in 

fleet. He diredly determined to go this manner varying their motions in 

in quc(i of Monficur de Giiicben, and order to elude the difpofitioni of the 

offer him battle. He failed accord- Britifli fleet* 

ingly frocQ St Lucia on the fecond of At twelve the fignal was made for 

J^ pril, and proceeded to Fort Royal battle, and for a doCe engagement 9 

Bay at^artinico, where he lay two and about one the headmoft (hips cam-^ 

4ays fo doie in with ihc French fleet, menced the aftioa ; at which time the 

as t(b count • their guns, and near e* Sandwich in the center beg^ to en* 

Boujgh to exchange (hot Aithfomeof gag^. By four in the afternoon (he 

aheir battencs. had driven three (hips fuccedively out 

Tlie French/ not with (landing their of the line | after which (he vrai 

Ihperioritf, keeping in port, the Bri« attacked by the French Admiral, of 

tiih fleet returned to Si Lucia, with equal force to herfelf, affifted by two 

the honoiur uf having challenged them other (hips of feventy4bur gMns. 

to fight. Some fwift failing frigates Though alone, (he eacountarcd them 

were left to watch their motions, and* all three with fo much fpirit and (killy 

give notice, in cafe they (hould £ul that after an engagement of an hour 

out of their harbour. and a half, they were obliged to bear 

On the fifteenth the French fleet away, lliis broke the center of the 

put to fea in the miildle of the night, enemy's line, and they appeared by 

On receiving this notice. Admiral their motions to be completely defcat« 

Rodney fbllowed them with all expe* cd : but the great diftance of the van 

dition, and came In fight of them be* and rear divifionsof the Britifli fleet 

fere night, llieir fleet confided of from the center, and the damaffea 

twenty-lbiir (ail of the line, and four fnftained by (bmc of the (htpa during 

firtgatcsi the Britifh fleet oF twenty the a&ion, prevented a purfuit: the 

EsSof the line, and two frigatca. " Sandwkh inparticolarwas infodaagciw 

- The enemy's motiqoa tcoded cii^ ouaaQondi|iwa%xhai>X'«i^ ^sc^^dl ^s^ 
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ficiiFcy (he wasfor thrcnfatng twenty* watchful of eveiy opportunity af dra^ 

liur boiirs kept above water. ing them to a^iooy decoyed them bf 

Two days after, the Britifh fleet an appeanrace of retreuingp into f uch 

Knvj'n;; repaired its damages, went in a ponti(n« as enabled a pare of his ftcet 

purfuit ofiho enemy, and chaced them to corns up with them. ' 

three days wlthr)ut being able to over* None but the vna of the Britifh Sret 

take them. They conAaiitly avoided could have sny (hare in the engage* 

ciminjj^ to a^ion ; thtir intention he* ment, from the eapedition with wiudl 

i.i:j to recover their ftation at Mat- the enemy conMnued to withdraw, and 

tiuico. But finding thc)r coul.i not the i9ipoirL>ility of bringiug the ic- 

comp^iGf it without hazarding an en- mainder of the fleet into a^ioi. , 

fra^Cinrnt, they took, (hckci* und;:r Captain Bowyer of the Albion, aaj , 

Guadalouf^e. Admiral Rowley ia the Conquertr/' . 

At it was plain, however, from their both of feventy*fbur guRf, bore tk ; 

notions, that their intentions were to liumt of the day ; and thoiDgh thcf < . 

#cturn to Martinico, where only they had fuffcred from the vaft faperioftt^ •- 

could be refitted, Ailmiral Rodney thry had no cDcot!nter, the daauft ^. 

made the bed of hi;: way to the road thoy did* to the enemy was fuchr tbi' , 

cf Fort Royai, as the more probable before parting they had almoct filea^- : 

chauce of meeting and bringing them ed the lire of the rear of the FrcDch. \ 

to action. fleet. This en ga(;ement happened oc ; 

The number of flain and wounded the fifteenth of May. , 

en board the Britifh flee;, amounted The enemy kept their diftaaoey i» 

to about four hundred and fcvcnty ; ufual, until the aineteenth ; when IK 

among the former was Ciptatn St Britifh fleet having fetched tllcir rm^ 

John, of the Inlerpid : the French they .were agairf brought to a^io&Hd 



fleet was near a t!ii)ufaad, according order to extricate it. CoaimoJoit 

to their own account. Hotham, who conimanded the Tn». 

It was Willi no fmall filrprire, the attacked them with g»eat fph-itt tad ^ 

people at Mnriinico beheld the Britifh compcUed tliem during fomc time toi- ■ 

f.eet crur/.ing ofF that idand, after clofc fight, ia which they fuflcred fc ■ 

harin,:: -been told that it Was entirely vcrcly* They ^s!re purfucd in thnR 

defeated. After rcmiinir.vf there fome Retreat to a gl^a» diflance ; when tfct j 

time, I he enemy not a| pearing. it wa<i Iwiftnefs «f tli^lr failing havin;; camA 

fi-i'.im! ncccffary to repair to St. Lucia, ed I hem but of fight, Adnrtinll Raj/K^ 

11 order to put the fictt and wounded ilnod towards Barbados, to repair adji 

afhnre, and to refit and water the ft* et. tit"tual tlie fleet, in order to enable i'*"" 



TliisbeiMgeiTevfled, Admiral Rodney go in qucft of the Spanilh floret thdt 1 

pur to fca on the Hxth of May, in con- had (ailed from Cadi^ to the afiftMil| .i 

Aquence of htmjrapprlfe<llhe French of the French, before thcfe CiH 

Ccet wis returutncf to Martinico. H* again be in a condition to put to tff'^ 
lime Tn fi^hi «f it o:i the tenth ; but The couraj^c and dexterity 

R*twithft.Tndlng the enemy ftlll had ihc ed by the officers and feamea - .,.^ 

faperiorityof Dumber, they could not Britifh fleet, in thefe two laft«eipP|M' 

be induced to rifk a j^rneral a6\ion, ters efpecially, was highly xCMlli^H'' 

though it was daily in their power. Captain Bnwyer again ^ ■■■*: 

Asthcy were fen fib.'c of ll;efr ad- hiinfelfin the latter of thcfr- 

vantagc in failing, they ventured to than he had done in the Sf 

approach the BritiHi fleet, in order to did alfo Admiral Rodwef^M 

fjifcrvc its movements and condition, whom his captiiti, VFatfi 

reJpng on their ability to elude vi ^^vr- €cer of great merit tad h 
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JSiegf (fQibrxiltar* — Loffes at Sea — Tranfadions in the Weft Indicfy 

iund in North America. 



1780. 



A' MONO tfiofc motives t?iat -in- favoured the entnince ofthofe niany 
.duccd Spain to join the cunfede- iKffTeia, tliat brought provifiona aud 
hicy againll Great Brirnin, wae the aeccliknes toahc gsirrifon. 
long and earn cfll? cherifhed d<;rt re of The v dlory obaincd by Adm'ral 
Vccorering*Gibriltiir. The poflcllion 'Rudn<;y, ani the kr,.c iiippli^s he had 
bf this important fortrefs by a'foreign conveyed to the bcficgcd, were ail ef- 
powerp T7SS highly morttryiog to the ftatiai encoura^'emcut to thtm, as 
Sfia ntlh Court and natian. it was the now faw, that in cafes of nccrflityt 
eompared to the long retention of they. might depend upon icluf. This 
Calais by the Engltfh in former days» proved no little difcoura>^Lmsni tc the 
and the l-ccoTery of it was deemed befiegcrs, from thc-i: lofing the profpeft 
as cflentia* to the honour of the 8pa- they had .formed of con^pelh'ng the 
titafds, as that of Cnlaibhid been re- place to furtender thruugFi want of 
puted by the French iu rc^<iru to liccefDirics. 

their own. . . On the departure of Aduiiral 

TI1C ptinci|lie plaii of aAion was ^cKkcy, about the middle Gf F«bri:ary» 

Tor mcd ih conformity with this idea» a fhip of fcventy* four guns, another of 

which was warmly adopted through- iixry-fouti two frigates cf thirty, and 

<Nit Spdin, and fcrved, in no ffmall two (loops, reinuincd at Gibralcar^ 

degree, to rtconcUe the people to a The garrifon confided of four colonel^ 

war which was in other refpe£ts fo -nine lieutenant- colon ^.ld» fcven majoriy 

ma<:h againfl their real intercrAs. As Bfty^fiit captainSi one hundred lieu- 

Toim as the rupture with Britain was 'tenantStBfty-four cofi^ns, three hund« 

determined upon at Madrid, the Spa- 'red and fotty feij.aiits, one hundred 

nifh Court gave immediate orders to aad fc«enty drummers, lad fire thouf- 

Ceneral Mendoza, who commanded -^nd mchrankand filt : thcanillcry and 

the forces iu the vtci:tity of Gibraltar, -artificers amoauted to fcvcn hundred. 

to cut offal! communication with that I he chief incmvcniency under 

place, and to in veil it iii the clofell T^hich the garrifon Libou-cd, was the 

taanner polRblc. ; frequent ^nnt uf frtfh provilions* It 

While this Genera! blockaded by had hitherto been abundantly fup])lied 

land. Admiral Barcelo did the fame hy firorri the coad of Uarbary ; but to 

'fea ; but not with (landing h*s fuperi- whatever caui^s it might be owing, a 

ority, the Britlfh (hips uf force then in furprifmgand nnaccouii table alteratiua 

the bay, exerted themfelves with fo had uken place in fome of the dales 

.muthaiftivityaiTdfpirit, as toeliide his along the coail. The En^ror ,of 

^ngflancc on numberlefs occafrms. Mtocco. jnparticubr, had traqsiwi> 

^^Shtj tcKik a Yancty of prizes, aud cdh\%:{\\cadftv\^itQVkQt«ei^^i«M»»>x^ 

Spain in % vftaAu^t .^i&mSi^^ ^aiB5(«s« 
C c c ^^^ 



35,6 HISTORY OF TrfE LATE WAR. 

dented — He eriwmfod ilie caiirt iS ilic trepldity j every one of tbem brim 

!»tlirru'it1i a 7';>1 auil ]Mrti«iily (.lie lun a(hore. 

iiiurcal'.oniilii'ii;. ai Btllain had ^I'veii This »at a grievout difippoiot- 

liini no jji'uviHTjtiijii, Hiid in tile enmity mcnl to the Spaniards. ExpcCtiug 

hiblilHiip; li'i- fi mnny a^w b!.-.wee» tlieir Tchcme to i«ke~the rulklieflcc:, 

liie Spuni.iri!.. And (lie Muiiri, »-ai in a tlic Spanifli Adrtitnl, Doa BatccLi 

manner eunilicuiiuiial, and fuuiidi-d by ready Mi'th hit fquadron tat 

upon caufci iliat cuuld never ceafu Lo cept tlie Itritilh vcITcis tliat ii 

iif -ntti,-. aitpmpt to cicape j and the bittctin 

Surh bzinjj tinr')rtuniti.'ly the diT- at the eiitmy'iiiiiieB were in readincii 

)>uliti»n ul' tbL-fi: ni-igbbuum. tlie 1o bumbard the (own, had the fiie-dupi 

coiiditiun ut'tlic (.'urrirun becamr dally fiiccccclcd iucaultn^ any coiiS^gnuu 

>ni>ie dirtursfii:, from llic ii(.('..[n[y ut' on fliore. 

TnakinT ufe of their fall ptovifioiii The failure of this projefl im Icl- 

uith ilie firi'-Un (r^onomy, and i lie lomnlbythe defeat uf inany otlfoi 

>try great dtS^ulty of piocuring fucceffirely. A* fill as the rncfij 

ti(.!h. piilhedtbcir worlta furwania, andccu< , 

So j;r-at however were the indullry Itruded new battericE, they were con- 

and rtfohitiun of the Biitilh officer* ftaiiily dcftiuyed.— The muiiiticatigi 

mid rrimci)) lliat in fpite of dl ob- waa tlie greater on thefe occaliou^ U 

ItriiAions, they fretjucntly found ilicy were ufually permitted tocofr 

means tu procure the rcirefhmiati pletc tlieir opcratiai]i before the Itfr 

ihnt were vmiitcd, in doing whieh trudion of tliem took place. TIm. 

thi/ywcre ahrayi cxpofetl togreat the labour* of many ■^yt were oRa' 

ilmigcr, frnrr tlie ilrcnjjtli a till watch* lull in a ffw hontl, aud the vrholeto. 

ti:I):els nfthe enemy. be recomnKneed with litlle C 

In ilii iiK^iii tinid the defence of profpcA of fuecefs. 
ihj ti-2rr:i).i w.ij fiitorQiiK, thxt while One of the Kfeaitft anr.orancc^W^ 

it roitiinuFdl'j be fuppliederen in th(* which the garrifua an<] (hippingwot 

'ennty maniiL'v, the inimy began tu equally eajKifk-d, were the iipuit 

l.tleJil hiipt of reJuL-inj it. In order gun-boat*. 'Hiey were vcfTcr * '" 

to depiive it tii ilii* fuppoiC, they thirty tu forty tuns burthci 

fiwined ilie jiriFJcel of b'jnimg all the were ccr.ili uAed to lie luw 

itilh (hipping in the bay uf Qib- water, which rendcreil thcni 



laiidi'. 


to aim at : they carried f.n 


Inilie iii^ht oftlic fi.«h of June, 


men, a large fjil. and A-'tc^ 


fi-hiy, Ui^:und hi an uncommon 


lide, with a fix aud twmt 


<1 irk...f», ten fire-fliips Hiwd over from 


on the prow. From ti.e 


'.K-^;.ni.-:iri tothc tritiHifJe uf the 


managing ihem, tliey vvLie 


!■.■«'. Tin- cii.-my'* dcii;[n was to fttlirc 


ami.!t;jii:utyofii-.,ar,;:in 


to ihr fhori-houfct Ri'arell.llic water- 


ihtr till, of them v.qi-: 


C«u: ■.,^ w-;i u» to the (hippin:: ilierc. 


maich for a nn.>dcr;,ir U'f 


'ihlch -.vawt liiU lime eoniidirable ; 


wai't -f r(iin?vi:rcUi.l i:.^ 


■ I-it owing 10 thiir prcctpitatfun in 


ilrirflirn, fii'-iecUd lin 


■ tiling Ll,eir(l.;pst.>oU-n. and to the 




Irf^.vy e-i,.ioi,;dc iviih whi.'h they 


TU r.l,,M;idu: rc.iilaficej 
by the i.-.ir.Yjn ef llm* 


"fteie nveivtJ, tli'; Hticmpt wtii fnil- 


tiited. — 'I'lJ coii.pl, le thiir ilel'.v.a;- 


*iiy-:!.i.,in/ n. ■;,« c 


t:on, ^,11 t:.e boa-. LeU;,-ing tu the 


whTJ. iiJ-i l,r v.;:.-d jj 


Brif.fh /hip, were mani«d. and fei,t to 




/frapfife and low thtm oS. 'Viirt Ui. 


■.-v^w!^ \': '^^ 


rice waiperftiimcil ulUi wwaV.w^ \^i- 
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rom the fui»criority required by 
ijinbinalloii of the Fixncli and 
fn navies. — IJut cxpfrlcnce waa 
Ihowing tlint this fupcriority had 
of appearance than reality ; and 
notwiihilandin^ the parade of 
ers, the fl;:cts of Great Britain 
aintaincd the honour of their flag, 
ifiead of remaiuing on the de- 
;, \^erc bul'.ly occupied in at- 
ig their enemies iu every quar- 

twillidandim^ the misfortune that 
jf<i lien Spain, it was judged in- 
.T.t on holh kingdoms to prce 
that appearance of llrenp;th 

they Iiadatfirlk difplayed. For 
:af(ni a junction was formed of 
rcnch and Spanish fleets, in the 
Yianncrasit had taken place the 
iin<^ year, though with a vail in* 
tv c,f force. 

:at Britain was taking meafnrct 
e oihtr hjnd, to face the com- 
Beets. Admiral Geary,averybiave 
rxpericnccd olRcer, was now at 
:adof the Britifl) fleet, in the 
of Sir Charles Hardy, who was 

dead. He failed witii thirty 
jf thcline in quefl of the enemy, 
were cruifing on the coaft of 
gal. In the beginning of July 
I in with a large number of mer- 
men returning from the Wed 
»p of wiiich a dozen were cap- 
; the rell efcapcd, through 
izincfsof the weather, 
e main body of the combined 
va3 at this time fpread over a 
stent of fc#, in thattra^\ ufually 
>y t!ie fhippiog bound to the Eafl 
VcH Indies. A fleet for each of 

dcllinations failed from Portf- 
h at the clofe of July. The 
bound to the Eafl-Indies w;:re 
) number. They carried a large 
ityof arms, ammunition, and 
tryf for the ufe of the Britifh 
\f and of naval (lores for the men 
ar on that iUtion. Of thufc 
i €0 the Wefl-Indics, eighteen 
ifeflfkJii the fcnice of GoTcrn- 



ment, laden with provifions and ne- 
ceiTarics for the troops in thofc pans, 
together with recTuits. The remain- 
der were merchantmen. Thtv were 
cfcorted by a flilp of the line acd three 
frigates. 

Iw the night of the eighth of An» 
gud, they happened to fdll in with 
that divifion «uf (he combined fleet 
which was commanded hv the SnaniHi 
Admiral Don Louis de Cordova. 
Unfortunately midaking his top li^uts 
for thofe cif their own convoy, ilicy 
bore after him, and did not difcover 
their eiror till morning, when it was 
too late to rcdiify it. They were 
quickly environed by the ene«ny. TJie 
man of war and fiigates cfcapcd with 
a few others ; but the major part 
were taken, to the amount of about 
tifivi including the Eall InJiamen. 

The principal detriment, occafioncd 
by this capture was the lols of fcamen 
and troops, and of the iupph'es that 
were fo much needed in ttiofe places 
for which they were intended. The 
numbtr of prifoners amounted to a- 
bout two thouiand fcven hundred 
failors and folJiers, near one hundred 
olEcers, and about two hundred pnf- 
fengers of both fexcs. 

Thclofsoffo large and vahiable a 
fleet was a heavy blow in the midft of 
fo many ^ifllculties and trials of every 
denomination. The news of it was 
received with the highcll difcoi.tent. 
Lo'.id complaints were made of the 
imprudence of trufting fuch immcnfe 
property to fo flight a convoy, efpc- 
cially when the enemy was known to 
be on the watch. The courfc it had 
held was alfo reprefented as improper 
and rsfh ; aiid thofc who had udv.'fed 
it were found the more culpabV, a« 
the end propofcd by it, which was to 
take in wines at Madcri?, was iin- 
woithy of being put into confideration 
with the certainty of the peril, and 
the importance of the other objedt 
that were to be anfwcrrd. 

The long expected fucconrs arrived 
at knttiVi iiOiBL ^xvi-^ -ax ^^^^^ 
C c t\ ^^^^ 
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Iflmr?, on tlic fleFcnlh of July, cij^hiy. 
T'lCV onliilc! of one (hip nt the line 
•^L';';}it;-f'>tir ^'U:jm, anvi IvVelvc hund- 
ri'.f men ; two of (event v-fuur, and 
fi'vch hiiiif^ t\i nu*n ; and four of (ixty- 
foiir, n id i\:i hundred men. They 
wie ncco -.panied hy four frigates, 
oiie«if forty and three of thirty-fx 
ppiSy b( fides .irmcd vcfTi-'Id and tianf- 
purts, CM board of wliich were fis^ 
rei;inientb (>f the bed troops n the 
French ^(labi:(hmcnt, with a battalion 
O' ariilkrv. 

Tl»i& fqitidron war? commandei by 
th'- Chtvalier . c Tcrnav, vtH known 
hy liiii expedition to Newfoundland, 
PT I lie cl.ife <»f the preceiling war. 
Tl t I'nd f.rccs were un.ierthe Count 
de iv'Jwiiainbeuu, a Lieutenant- Gent- 

* hefe fuccours, which were a con* 
Tirt n;^ prtM)f iliat France meant to 
nfTit rhcmin t)te mol\ effed^ual man- 
r«T, levivid the hopes cf the Ameri- 
ca: io in the hii^iieil decree. They nour 
<"'•• fii'end iheinlclves as comph'tely 
n u v-d from all future apprehenfions 
on tlie ivirt of Great Britain, and be- 
g:in to ]o'>k ftjrwaixlto a fpeedy and 
tot tl deliverance from the cnlimittef 
thcv had eiidmrd, |iy an entire ex» 
p.ilfion oftlic Britifli arixiics from the 
Continent of A mtnCi. 

The arrival of the French fuccouiM 
occnfioneJ a reu'arkable cirenniflance, 
in Otncral Wulhington's ca:rp. — 
Hitherto the Americans hdd wt»rn 
b'ue cockades ; they were now direc- 
ted to wear black and white inter- 
m xtd, by way of denoting the tinani- 
mity fiibfirtin;: between the French anil 
i\nier!ean nations. 

The Frtnch Admiral, Monfieur de 

Tcrnay, being apprized of tlie fin;ill 

iiavul foice at New York umlcf Ad- 

niirdl Arbuthno^, 'cor.fiHing oi.ly of 

four fliips of llic line, prepared dircftly 

to attack it ; but when he was on (he 

point of filling, he was informed that 

a reinforcement of fix fail ottht line 

»rs5 arrivrd at that plACC. 'r\\U aiX. 

obcc briJi^ t&K mcofurc^kt \vxAf\akv 



nf(f, Mid the Americativ hid the flibri 
tificatirm of feeing KimUockedttp Hf- 
the Dritifli fleet. 

To fecund the meafurct of Mra^> 
ral Arbuihnotv Sir Henry GtinfMi' 
enibaiked a body of ^ thodM 
feleiSl troop9, in order to mikc » deC 
cent on Rhode lOand. But onie- 
ceiving intelligence of tbi» aiolioi% 
Ctner&l Wafhington marched ham , 
his encampment towards New Yovkp 
with a rtioluLion to attack it to Sir 
Henry Clinton 'sabfcnce. Prcparatnoi - 
Were made tor this purpofe, sad' 
the American anny wait rrinfofCfd 
from all quartets, in cspcAattoaofitf 
taking place. Baton a cio^e infprc-' 
tion and canfiden-ttioncfthe ftix-gA- 
new ftattuned at Rhode Ifland, the 
enterprize was bid afidt% as hij^ 
unadvifable. Upwards of t»tlct 
thoufand American troops had piacd* 
the French ; and every place in Rhode 
Illand, where a dcfcent was pratf*' 
Cdblc, had been fortified in Jucb »- 
2iiai»n«r, as to render an attempt of 
that nature too dangerous to be uii 
drrtaken with fo fmall a forte as UmT 
wliich had been propofed. 

While France was fending fiiccottr 
to America, Spain was exerting itWP 
in order to pve a decided fuptrioriir . 
to the Houf.* of Botirbon in the Wm { 
Indies. Tuv^ardk the clufr of Apm' ^ 
eighty, a fquad^n' of twclrc M-4 ; 
the hne, commanded by Don J^ttfk 
Sola DO, a very b:n\-c officer, dn* 
from Cadiz, w;th above eighty Ifwf* 
poitSi on board cf which weic 
barked near twelve t hi m fa ad mesb 

This greiit land fcTrce was iuliuMI ' 
{or an inralion of the ifhind of JaMi^^^ 
previous to which attempt thettcfr.# 
war had orders to join tlir Arti^ 
fleer, and affiil in attacking |h» 1^ 
tifli narj forte iti the Weft- IMMk '"*'' 

On the Sjianrth fquadlOD^ tif 
to thtfe latftmhity Admihi)1|^ 
whom intcllTgcnce of it bjf B 
v>yed, put to fta ftoA • 
\A\«t W\«* te!ittii?l|[ Ufr 
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pnoccedetl to HiTjpanioIa^ wlndior Itci 
\ra 5- attended byMtJolJCUpdtf'GiaciicD^ 
atxi from rhonce to tho HaTanuaby. n^ 
Order CO refit hit' fliips and rtfxih. his 
rhen. • 

Tlnn cmlcdi for the prcfenly the 
projects coiK'crted between the Frcncix 
and: Spaniafdt af^ainft the D«itila 

Ii^ the* ifUi-M thnCf. Sur George. 
Rodner Kiv with his icct at St Lucia,, 
from wliciice he kept a wa^^cbful eye. 
on the eneniy*s. motions ;. irtfifdinj% 
fliould thcry proceed to attack aay cf 
theidw^d^, to throw every iTiipcdirccnt 
in their way wbich hi» fituatioi: woitld 
a<!nvi(. Hirre be was joined by 
Commodore Wnllinghami with fcne 
(hips of the h'»e from iinglaiKl, 
and troops for Jamaica. On tlie di- 
pnrrure oi the Fremrh and Spanish 
Aeets from Mattlnico, he foiliH\'ed 
them immediately with all the iliips 
under his command^ till finding tliL-y 
bad no intentions againil Jumaicay he 
returmrd to Ills foimcr Aation, afber 
difpatchiiig Ccirfail of tlie line {or the 
protr£lion of that idand, together 
with the troops dciliucd for th;it pur« 
pofc* 

Tlic 6rfl part of the plan conecrted 
between tlie Courts of Verfaillcs and 
Madiid being fru(lrated> tlie fecund 
ftill remained undecided. 

'i'his litter part of the fchcrrc con- 
fided in a vigorous attack on the Br(. 
tiih fleet and aittty at Ncvr York, by 
the united forces of Fraiicc and Ame- 
rica, The troops under Count dc 
fiocliamljtau were to form ajuncllou 
with thofe under General Wtlhington, 
whofc army was now encrcafcd to 
twenty thoufand men. The fquadrou 
under the Chevalier de Ternay, was to 
be joined by the fleet commanded by 
Count de Guichen. 'i'hiif the com- 
bined army of France Dud Amcnca 
would amount to near thirty thoufand 
regulars, nnd the naval force to up- 
wards of thirty fail of the line ;' a 
flrenglh vf\ucV\ xViaX. o^ C^x-eax '^tv\.<\\\ 
ou-lhc fitneu'c^Liv c^uV«LCxxv;^>aiA- v.^v 



intercept the Spaniards before 
OuH efivci a jundlion with thr 

1. 
t!iC"^Spam'(h cotnmander, un- 
to commit the charge he %vas 
ed with to any danger, as fcon 
rcwnear to the iflands, difpatch- 
ifl failing veflR-l to Martinico, 
rm M. de Guichen of hia ar- 
ndto requeft he would join him 
I fpecd. 
French Admiral's fleet had 
(battered in the late engigc- 
viih Sir George Rodney, that 
no more than eighteen (kips in 
fa for fervice. He failed with 
> the aififtance cf Don SSolano, 
le found at Donnnico. Tlr< 
cd fleets on their jund^ion a- 
dto thirty-(ix (hips of the line. 
I this naval (Irength, and the 
ble land force that accompanf- 
t wa6 much to be apprehend* 
it notwithl^anding the valotir 
1 of the Britifli oiiicers and 
their inferiority of force, rauft 
^en way, and the enemy have 
irrcfitliblc. Fortunately for 
, her people were not put ta 
ere trial that was cxpe6)ed. 
multitndets with which the 
tranfports were crowded, con- 
f n)en quite umiftd to the fea, 
ts to the climate, end ipanner 
g to which tliey were nowr 
cd, cor.iphints and diforders 
ut among tliem, which quickly 
cnntagi;;U3, and cffo xnalig- 
Aatuie, fliS to carry uft va(l 
I. 1'hey were obliged to put 
* Dominico twelve hundred of 
!i, and as mcny more at Gau- 
ancf Maitinico. The infec- 
ead to the French fleet and 
.mong whom it caufed a con- 
' mortality. To this diminu- 
tbeir (Irength it was owing 
y did not think it advifable to 
the execution of the commif- 
h which they were charged. 
' tarrying fome time at the 
i>«0j#/ tb€ SpaniOi Admii^a^ 
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1m able to counteradti at it was 2^oo 

far divided aod feat tcredt to be col- 
Ic^d in fii£Qcicnt time for icri (lance. 

in Older to encourage their own 
people, and inipriTs at the fame time 
titcir allies and wciI-wiH'.crs with a 
;;rcat upiiiion of their internal ilrength, 
•d, lift of the American foiccs was pu- 
bli(hed by the authority of Corgprefi. 
By this lift it appeared that the Ame- 
rican army coufiAed of one hundred 
and forty-eight regiments of infantry 
nnountingtoone hundred and fifteen 
t!;oufand men ; nine ^fegin.euts of 
artillery, 'making three thuufand, thrc^ 
regiments of huffarSf near two thou- 
fand ; and the fume number of horfc 
aud dragoons. 

An ad(!refb that was penned upon 
this occafion by the fuprcoic executive 
<:ouncil of Peunfylvania, was remar- 
kably warm and animated. It n- 
]jreienrcd with great fervour the op* 
}?ortuiiity now offered, by a concur- 
rence of aufpicioiis circumdances^ of 
putting a deeifive period to the war* 
by a vigorous exertion ^{ their united 
Itrcngth. 

ouch, indeed, was the uoiverfal 
pcrfuaiiun of the Americans, wh.en, to 
their utter aflonifhmeni, intdligcnce 
vvmc that Count dc Guichcn was fulled 
for France, 'i hat commander, how. 
ever he might be cicfirous to co-operate 
in an enterprize frcim which fo much 
^luiT, in cafe of fucccfs, would have 
acciued, was rot in circumdanccs to 
bear any part in it. 

lie failed accordingly from the 
V\'il Indies with a large £cet of 
merchant-men under his convoy. — 
'ri.e confcioufnefs of the weak ilate 
of I: Is (In'pSy induced him to fiecr for 



Cadiz, to avoid mcctisg wHb 
Bntifii fleet. Ouhia arrival at'l 
port, ^L the end of Odober, be 
joined by Courtt DXrtaiags i 
eighteen fail of the line. fiebioB 
the iame number with him j 
though their united force now c 
fidcd of thiity fix line of batik (hi 
tbey did not think it fafc to put to I 
witiiout further rcinfcrccxrints. 1 
that reafon a numerous fquadron 
Spanifli men of war accompuuiedth 
to tiie latitude of Cape riniflerTe« 

Tlie Britifh fleet was at thisti 
cruizing in the Bjiy of BU'cay, m 
Admirjl Darby. It was fo iofii 
in point «f nnaibers to that of] 
enemy, that being wholly uaa[9fii 
of the feeble cope i*. ion of tlieir p 
ping, it was judged unadvifabk to i 

tack them. It kept,howcver,coDfia|j| 
iu their iiglu, v.uichiug all their ■ 
tiuns, and determined to make J| 
niuft refiihile defence if at tacked.--- 

As foon as Admiral Koduej .« 
informed of M.dc Guiehen's depvti 
fi-um his llation at Pifpaniulap X( 
jcdlaring that his didinaiion was i 
New York, he f$t fail diuOIy far l| 
place with eleven, of his befl ihip% i 
ai rived there about the middk, 
i)cptember. 

The arrival of fo (Irong a leiafbvi 
mem to the biitiih naval powers « 
an objedt of equal furprize ud isi 
cerntothe Ar.;eticacs. It KM! 
the difappointment they liad 1^ 
the failuie of the expedtatioDatlic«ll 
formed from the Count dc Qu|ckii 
They now faw a total defeat gift 
fcheme upon which they had||i|ij 
iplction oi all their ImM .- 
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Vions in the Neighbourhood of New Tork. — Operations of 
the Forces under Lord Cormvallis. 



duntion of the American toCongrefs» «nd laid him opeo t» 

was now become equally a much enmity and refentment. 
ifbontent to both the parties A court-martial was held in cor.* 

)' concerned. Five yeari of fequence of the complaints brought 

uffeting were now elapfed» againli him ; the, refult of which was » " 

producinjr any well-fuunded a reprehenlion of his condudl, concciv- 

eing a ipcedy termination of ed in general terms* and an order that 

iilive quarrel. he Ihould be reprimanded by General 

uncettaih fituation of public Wafhiecton. His enemies* however* 

e attention of all parties was were not fatisfied with this fentence* 

taken up by one of thofe which they (aid was didlated by a re« 

yents which are not unufually gard for his former fervices. 
of uncommon occurrences in Genei^l Arnold vindicated hioi- 

r of humm afRiirs. fclf* on thfc other hand* with the 

A Arnold, whofe eminent greateil warmth, Confcious of the 

> the Americans* and great importance of what he had done for 

slents, had procured him fo his country, he coniidered himfcif a* 

ntntion* had been appointed ill repaid* and openly declared that ha 

of Philadelphia* on thee vacu- had been treated with injullice ana 

hat city by the Britifh army* ingratitude. 

nmer of feventy- eight. His His enemies, however* were no lefs 

n that ilati'cm was made a eager in disparaging him. Thev 

f fevere ccnfure, and he had Succeeded fo far as to diminifli in a 

tune to incur the ill-will of great meafure the vail popularity he 

rfons, who reprefcnted him hadfo jullly acquired. This was a 

jurious colours. lofshe felt moft heavily* and com- 

ommiflioners who were ap- plained of with much bilternefs. 
eitaminc the accounts on Such was the fitiistion of General 

r complaints againli him were Arnold when the failure of the expec- 

liaving rcjeded feveral of the tations held out on the part of France, 

id demands they contained* brought about an alteration of cir« 

iplied to Congrefs, for a le- cumilances in General Wafhington'a 

lit the committee whom they army* which induced him to have re- 

for this purpofe* having ap- courfe to every expedient* in order 

le rejedlions of the commif- to fupply the defedioo of thofe num* 

le General was highly incenf- bers that left him jupon this occaiion* 

sprefTed his dilFatisfadion in The moft obvious one was to call in 

t proTcd extremely offeniirc the affi'^inct o( xh^^^i^ ^^q\i viXvc:^^^ 
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abilities he coulJ beft rely in this ar- relative to it, he was adjudged a fpfi 
tiuuus conjancl.ire. Among tliefe and lentecccd to death. 
Rone he! J a higlKT rank ibaQ General The behaviour of M^or Andre OA 
AruuIJ. He was accordingly called -his ^Kaminatioay tras inrrepid nd 
""'jitli, and employed in the command magnanimous in a degree that ftnick 

the boaid with the utmoft altubilhneBt 
and admiration. He ufed oo argn- 
meots or endcavoart to palliate thi 
Ta^Is that were dated againti liiia, bnl 
frankly acknowledged every ciicwa- 
Uance as it had happened. 

Every cffor: was made by Sir Hour 

Clinton in order to fave the life of b 

have and .vdtxable a r dScer. A BtIIm 

OKpoUuIationa .andToafonings were •& 

ed that could be ad apficd to ik; 

occafion, and every •motive urged ia 

order to prevail upon -Crenesl V/ifr 

ington to remit the fenteoce that hd 

bcsai pronounced upon him. BiU.it 

vi'as deemed tiecefiiiry by the Amaij 

cans 'to adhere to tlie ■ rigid maximi of 

war, and all iaterccffioui or naaoi^ 

Arances in.hts behalf .wore c!{|ua% lui' 

ide.BKt his fevere delUnr vkh « 

courage anil •maoliaeis of behdVMW 

that deeply affc^^ed all who vat 

witneffcd of it. Though ei^giged iai 

trautiidion, whicb, had it luccecdedf 

would probably liavc brought iaihft 

ruin upon the enemy, luea -wai tke 

imprclfian ivhich 'hit character onds 

upon- them, that ihey uaiwrUly k^ 

ir.vntcd hi&fatc. — The offiixr^whoW 

Tinned his coiidemnatioi), and dtt 

General Wafhingtou tdlilied the ^■ 

cer«:li grief at the neceflity they 4e» 

cLred theinlelves under of conpl^m| 

wiih the rigorous ufagc cftahliBwd )$ 

tuch caiV9,aiid could oot-rctiain 4*^ 

tcdrs uhta -tlie-{ctiteDce was caxiioijp^ 

lo execution. i " 

In the mean time* Geneid AlMjl 

on his arrival -at New Yoik* MiM;jplr 

mutrd to the fame rank io IkL Bipi|||| 

ivUicli he bad held in :tlK :AlMiMl 

army, and employ edinrfi>r^ i ^ g» jhH 

of h«f countrymen 'to B&!M^^ 

own command. ^Ue-poklMliA^ 

drefs to the inliali7^;i*ta \w§*tk 

«A!c%^'wVimMa b« dcforiboi *fi 



a pi)il jf the i;reatcft importance, 
mat of Weft Point, on the North 
RivcT, whore a very confiderbbfe 
dirifion of the Amoi-Ican forcu was 
j^Iacjd u\u\^T his orders. 

It was in this pofiiion thit Gcnctal 
Arnold took the decenninai ion to 
aoandon the fcrvic*: o/ Congrcfj, and 
to dtlnrci* up ihe pod he command- 
eti to Sir Henrv Clinton. To this 
purpofc a negociation waserrtered in- 
to u'ich 'tlie Bcitifh General, which 
T^as carried on with greot'circumfpco- 
tion and fccrccy. 

At the time ofe»ecHting the pro- 
}?^ fn ajitaifon drc%v near, it was 
nidged pn^-r that an interview fhoiild 
prcvloufly take phee between G^^n^ral 
Arnold. and fome perfon in whoie ho- 
nour and fidelity the fulkU 'confidcnffc 
rould be dcpoflttd, in order to eon- 
chirjc upon the iinal arrangement 
Oil : hi J dangcroir and trying occaffon, 
c'.olct: was made of 'Maji)r Andre, 
Adj'.itnr.t-GeutTal of the l}ritini«irmy» 
ai. ofTictr who flood high in'theeftcem 
of SirKenry Clmton, and whofe pro- 
f^'Jlional merit, and various accompli (h* 
fncr.tj, had at an early period of life 
rci-na^n^.cnricd him to u;ilvcrfal tiutice 
aid nfpcft. 

Under an aflumed namc.he private- 
ly rej>aireu to Gen end Arnold ; from 
v;hom having recclvcdfuch communi- 
cation anJ pnpcrs as rclateJ to the 
liufincfs on which he ca.nc. he frt out 
upon his Ft'turn, but was intercepted 
nn the way, and all hia papers fciz- 
cd. 

Inft)rmat!on of this was cnnroyed to 
Cfpcral Arnold time enoirjh to enable 
him to provide for his owni fafecy | 
but Mijjor Andre was brought before 
a bnard fjf general ofliccrs, lor aii-eK- 
amitjation of his cafe. After a minute 
ifHVfi/^ai/ua of rvcry circutsv&ittw 
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»2 various hardfHipi and mi^cr- 
cr which they lab>!ircd; ex- 
' thiin, frim a rh-iUiplicitv of 
I, to re'ioiince tWeir adh-ri'nce 
rrcrfs, ajid TLtara to thirir for- 
i >n .\!th B' itniin. He ciitcrcd 
:irg>irhila!fktial detail and j idifi- 
of hig condufi, reprobating 
Con^^fs in tht fcv?r;:ll tcmi!«, 
refehtingthat bdJy as wholly 
I to FrartcCf from vicmts of pri- 
:cre(l. He invited thofe Amcri- 
10 were dcfirous of puttlnir aii 
llic calamities of their couitry, 
the flaiidard cf Britain, promif- 
em the fame pay and treat- 
\ the DritiHi troopi. 
i^prefcntatioA of tKe drcum- 
of America at that time, as 
ed in Gerferal Arifold** addrcfi, 
£lly coniitteitt with truth. Thct 
:s which prevailed in the feveral 
va were fuch, as nothin;r but 
iciblc determidation to fuiTer 
remities father than fabmitt 
avo enabled the prople to hay%: 
• patiently. 'I'he tot^l lin^nation 
^9 the deprivation of the ufu.il 
Es and conveniences, and the 
;int price of the common ne- 
s of life, were the loud and cr- 
r cnmptHint in alnioit every part 
continent. But the grievance 
ipprefled theoi moft, and waa 
the fanrfdatiom of all others^ 
e prodi^iou^ depreciation of 
>aper currency ; it was now 
ne hundred below par, and was 
iking htwer. 

nc thcfc varioiH proceedings, 
tim arms in the Southern Co- 
if tbt American continent, had 
;h many vicilYitirdcs of good and 
rfk The unwholefanienefs of 
fed that followed the battle of 
If, waa the canfe of long inac- 
id proved at the fkvnt time no 
nical to the troops than hoilili* 
mfelvee* 

1 Comwallis crtlployed thin, in- 
D Settling the go7cniQcnt|>»>tl 



maki'iar fiirt'!cr arran'^cm Mts In -SoiuK 
C.ir.liiKi fof the fuDorcdirn (^f at- 
tr^npti o'l the part of tlit* dliafFo^j.!, 
The cHatvfS of fiicM a^ ha.I joiiicd '.'ic 
enemy, and oppjfcd th;? Britiiii ;jovcrn- 
nftent, were fccfueftracL'd by proclama- 
tion. 

As the enemy was aflcmbling on the 
liordera of North Carolina, he judged 
it expedient to fend a detachment 
thither, in order to watch their mo- , 
tions, andcouiitera^ them, and to eo- 
couras^ethe Loyalifls, who were nu- 
meroin in that quarter, to hold them- 
felve^ in r.eadinefa to j-iin him, as foon 
as the feafon would permit him to dliect 
his march to that' province. 

The officer who commanded the 
detachment Wcis Colonel Fergofon, 
a manof uncommon abilities in thofe 
military operations that tend to dlllrefii 
and harafs the enemy, by intercepting 
convoys, furpri/ingpartietf, an'l mak- 
ing fudden attacks and incurfions. 
His cxpcrtnefs, as a maikfman, was 
unrivalled. It was happy for General 
Waihington that his pcrfon was un- 
known to the Colonel, who Was more 
than once near enough to have fin(;(ei 
him oat. He ufcd, it is faid. upon 
thefe occaiions, a mu(ket of iiis oah 
iiTvemion, contrived with poculiitr ar( 
for fure and expeditiotts firing.^ 

In purfuanteof the ordtrs he had 
received from Lord Cofnualh's* he«re- 
paired tof the frontiers of North Caro- 
):na, atthe head of a body uf light 
iabntry, coRfiilingofmjn trained under 
his own diredion. He placed himfelf 
in fuch a manner,* a& to waylay a c«rps 
of Americans who were on their march 
to join a larger body. 

In the mean ti-ne, the ProvincLiI 
troops were coHc6iing from various 
Quarters. Thcf formed, upon their 
jundion, a force much fuperior to that 
of the Colonel, who upon difcoverinj; 
the'ir (?rength arid intents tltought it 
advifable to retreat. Dot as they were 
cKcellently mountcidy they ovcrtOv>la 
^liim. Finding ih^t u^ «.'^.^<lSt^csK«9Ki. 

tD d d •'ivjX'^^S»n& 
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vantaeeoufly on a high prround, called 
tKc Kiii;r*s Mountaini where he waited 
the approach of the'enemy. 

T hc-y came up with him ahout four 
in the afternoon, upon the feventh of 
Odtober* Their fiipeiioiity in num- 
ber enabled them to furround and at- 
tnck liim on all iides. After au adion 
that la (led near two hours, he was 
ilain, and his troops, after a very brave 
irfiilance, were K'taliv defeated. The 
lofs ill killed and wounded amounted 
tn upwards of three hundred $ four 
hundred weic made prifoncn, and very 
few efca)>ed* 

This was a feverc hlowj both from 
the lofs of men, and fo excellent a:i 
officer. It elated the Americans in a 
very uncommon manner.-^Thcy had 
been (if late under great defpondency, 
from the rcjKated checks they h:id 
received in thofe parts, but this fuHdea 
turn of fortune feemed to promife a 
change in the:r affairs. 

Encouraged by this fuccefsy they 
began fnon after to form further pro- 
jeihfurthe total expulfion of the Bri* 
ti(h forces from thefc parts. General 
Sumptor, one of their moft aAivc of- 
ficeiit, liSving affcmblcd a confidcrablc 
hcnly of men, prccccded towards the 



convey hts maia*body to the otW^ 
fide, but his rear-guard codd Boft 
tfcapcy ever)' man being cither killed or. 
taken. 

He fled with the utmoft pitcipila- 
tion. — But Colonel Tarleton purfsnl 
him with fuch rapid it yt -iJiat be fumd 
it neceflary to halt on the banks of tbe 
Tyger, not danng to crofs it with the 
Britifh troops prellliig on his rear. He 
van partly induced to make a ftaadJif. 
the information that CoIoihI TarleloHt 
iu the eagernefs of his purfuit, had kit 
his infdiPtry fome- miles behind, sad 
that the whole force with him did boC. 
amount to three hundred men. 

Not doubting to put this haadful ti 
tlie rout before it was joined by tbo 
m?.in-body, he drew up liis own partfi 
confiding of more than a thoufa^d bki». 
on a very advantageous ground ; kit) 
Colonel Tarleton, ootwithftanding Us 
inferiority, attacked him, withoat. 
waiting for the ctiming up of his peo* 
pic, with fuch altonifhing %igour, thiKi 
his party was broken, and compeOcd ta 
crofs the river in the utmoft cuofufpv 

In this engagement the Amencsnt 
loft a confiderablc nuaibtr of men: 
three of their Colonels were killedf mi 
General Sumpter himfelf was daogipv- 



Tkttifli poils in the upper country of ouily wounded. They were dMg 



iS>)u:h Carolina, with an intent to fur* 
pri/e them. — On receiving intelligence 
of his march, Lord Cornwallis fent 
orders to General Tarleton to haftcu 
with all expedition to their relief. 

The Colonel was at this time at 
fuch a dillancc from the enemy, that 
they did not imagine it was in his 
power to anive in time to prevent 
them from executing their deilgns. 
But fo great wao his diligence, that he 



i 



pui fucd over the river, and their vhflb 
body was either dcftroycd or dil^ati 
ed. 

The fucccfs of this day added g«*r 
ly to the repuution of the BntiftartHi 
and ftnick no fmall damp imfi ^ 
enemy, llie circumftanccs of ihtfih 
gagement were fingidar in cvcfjr flfp 
ped. A thottfand me/i. wdlaipiK 
polled on a ftrong groundB.aQdl ,<Mi| 
ed by fevcral log*houfes».hadjkaipjb 



\>i net rated through a large extent of feated by a body of no mq^ itMMll 



country, in wliich he had feveral deep 
and hrond rivers to crofs, and aim oft 
cnme up \viih General Sumpter" bef«>rc 
he was apprized of his motions.-— The 
American General was preparing to 



hundred and ninety hotic^.mkJ''''^' 
foot, without the aSMimt^f^ 

In order to forward dt»'-^ 
of Lord Comwallisr hf^A 



pnfs the I iter Ennorcei when Vvt via comroimication betVQOt 
informed of Cobnel TaiklonU *^- %«v^ >\^ IwajQwwtw ^imi 



pt€Mi:h, He had hardly usot to ^l ^^^S^^u^mA t^sAw. 
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tchcd under the command of Gc- 
Lcdic, to the ClicfnncTHk, wicli 
s to occupy thofc jjlacei in iti 
bourhood, tiiat Were moil convc- 
to luieiccpt any fuccours that 
t be ou their way to tiic Caro- 



le troops fcnt upon tliu expcdi- 
landed accordingly in feveral 
J in Virginia, where they feized 
lro)-ed a conlideralile quantity of 
lanchTe and flores, and made 
> ot a great number of vcflcls in 
rious rivers and harbours. But 
CorniraUis beingapprizedthe iu» 
n of Sir Henry Cjiuton was, that 
.'inforcement flioiild acl entirely 
ling 10 his orders, dirc6lw*d Gc- 
Lefiie to rep^'r forthwith to 
w'liown, and to j.)in him with all 
with one half ot his furce, leav- 
e other for the ^uard of that 
and the fccurity of the intcrme* 
lofts between it and the army 
his command. 

Is acceflion of (Irength enabled 
Cornwalh'sto make fuitable pre- 
9ns to penetrate into North Ca- 
towards the clofc of the year, 
was the moit favourable feafon 
ihtary operations. 
: arrival of this reinforcement, 
e plan propofcd by Lord Corn- 
were the more alarming to Con- 
as they were not in condition to 
c a fufficient force at the prefent 
) oppofe )iim, from the inultipli« 
' diHiculties they hadtocDcoua- 
l nearer quarter. 

■ earned dcilre of General Ar* 

o fiiignahfe his return to the 

nd ilandard of Britain, induced 

rnry Clinton to place him at the 

of a confiderable detachment, 

'hich he was commifliuncd to 

a defcent in Virginia. He 

accordingly from New York 

Itrong convoy, and landing 00 

all along the Chefapeak, did 

fe damage to the enemy in all 

Arts. 

prodigious dcArudtion of mili 



tary (lores, and of mcrchandife, upon 
this occaflon, and the defeat of fcvcnd 
bodies of men, together wi(h the ap- 
prcheniion ofllil! worJc c;nfequcnccs, 
obliged Gtneral Wafhiii^'ton 10 cil* 
patch twothoufand of hia bell trDops 
to the aflillancc of the people cf Vir- 
ginia, to which the Count de Kcici> 
ambeaupromifed to add an equal nnm* 
bCT-of Trench. 'J'he Marqui* dc la 
Fayettc.^as appointed to the coiimand 
oftL'ft4«*w^. 

In the m^an time, as the alarm w?'9 
daily enerearing in \irginia, iruin the 
cnterpri(J:)g fpirit and rapid movements 
of General ArnoLi, it was become nc« 
ceflary tJ make the quickett rxeriions 
in order to revive the courage of iha 
Virginians. To tliiK intent the Fiendi 
General, Count de Rocnanibcau, em- 
barked with two thoufand of iiis fo- 
le^ell men, and proceeded with the 
French fquadron from |<hode Ifland 
on die eight of March, e^hty-one. 

On intelligence of his (departure, h<f 
was immediately followed by Adniirul 
Arbuchnot, who overtook hun off the 
Capefc of Vii'ginia on the iixlcenth. 
Tlie BritiHi line of battle confiiied of 
one ihip of ninety guns, three cf fe* 
Ten ty lour, and three of llxty-four. 
The French had two fliips of ciglity- 
fourguns, two of feventy-four, and 
Ihreeof fixty-fbur. 

An engagement took place ; iii 
which the French, accoiding to their 
ufual fyftcm, avoided as much as poi^ 
fible to come into clufe action. At 
they kept aloof, only part (if the Bri- 
tifli fquadron could ietch tliem, which . 
occafioned it tc f^d'er much fi otn i hegrcut 
fnperiority uith which it had to cun« 
tend : on coming tip of the remainder, 
the French were loon broktn, and 
compelled to retire with ?ll fpetd *; 
but the detriment fullained by-tncfc 
ihtpt that had borne the whole weight 
of their fire was fuch, that it vtis 
found impracticable to purluc them. 

But not vithilan ding the rcicat sf 
the French fquadron rendered the vic- 
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in other rcJ'pif^s wrT very d re i fire. 
A'T-tral Aiiiu!hnot hac? the fatlUac- 
t' ti Jt'frv. lb utir;» ilic whole pi.m of 
op','v.ti(in8 turmcd l»y the Fvciich end 
Amnicant, n*fpc6trng ihe ritfuing 
campai'ijn in Viij^inia. The Count dc 
KochatTibcaii was compel led to return 
to KIkkIc HLir.d, withi'Ut caring to 
mnlic the Icaft attempt to Isnd hi< 
tniopp ; and thof- that were ftr.t fr'.ini 
G' nLTcil \V';.fl.iiigtcn*s army, were 
blocked up by the BritiH) fliipping at 
Annap.Jis, in M<ir)'lar.d, \%ithoi.l he^ 
injr a-'t^ to pRKctd lo the intended 
rcli'f of Virginia. 

lo the furihfrr mortifcation i^nd 
aljrm of the eiitniy, a ftrong rcinforce- 
inciit anivcd from NciV York, under 
the ovuimanj pf Gcner'tl Phil.ps 
vrhofe fiir^tion miih Qencr::! An.cild 
fpreaH -.he jrreattit termr through the 
whole iVovince uf V'irclnia. 

IjfiiA CoinwailisM-at at the far.-.c time 
prcp-.irinj to force his uay lhiou|;h 
North Carolina, and advancing <it the 
head of a confidcrablc fori.o towards 
the tio'j tiers of that province. The 
Tciources of the Con^rifi were in 
f'uh difordcr at the cumir.i'ncenicnt of 
thijvcnr, eighty-one, that they v.-crc 
uot able to fjiaic any of the troops 
bchm^iiig to the viciaiiy of New Yi:rk, 
for the lelfcf of the Carolines, and 
vrat crmpell.d to leave tU.Ti eiiiiiely 
lo li.cir own ex \.r tiros. 

Iri t'lici diiljjr.lt lituation, General 
WaHiirigton ua-t compelled to part 
viih an oflicer cfuholc feivicck he 
then Hood HI the higLtlhictd, «-::-.d to 
fend hfm with «dl <xpLt'it:i/r. tu ^iHil 
t'«t*m in oppofjnp; the pro^iefs of the 
B'itiflj ain-.s. Thib waiUeiieral Giceue; 
vh(»m, next lo hjmfilf, the Coi(ji.i»:s 
Coiilidcrrefl »A the *bltil l&ccT in the 
An-eiican ainiy. 

Arriving in North Carolina, he 

found Loid Cornuailifl en his march 

to ihe borderb of that province, and 

on the point of entering it. He made 

the uimod efforts to colled a fuflicieot 

force to obArudl hia moliont ; V^wx. «o\ 

fi9diu£ himiclt'in a co&diuun \o f^cc 



him» he detemr.ioed to mike an^tHek 
upon feme of the Aritifli polls intbt 
upper psirt of the ifiuntry, hupiDg br 
iuch nxansto t'b*'ge Lord ComwaEi 
to dtfiil from his picfcnt- deSgo, in 
ori'er to come to their relief. 

Tlie [w^ ti'hich lay mod opcB tA 
an attempt was that caSlcd Ninety- fii, 
\«hich had been fortiliedt and wdl 
garrifonid • h\il which ftof>d at luck 
a ditlani'c from the maIn-t)ody thca 
with Lord Cornwallis, that Gcocn) 
Greene thcii^h it, fir thut r<siu% 
the propeiefi ubjcdtof an iromedaip 
attack. 

Ill order to frccnd the cfTorU cf 
Gcafral Greene, he was attended by 
the mod expert pavtifjii among tbe 
Continentals : this was the Cclebraid 
Colonel Nlori^ao; a man of the grcatci 
fHrU.nal braver y, and the mo!! tiit 
tinguiihed ffcill in th:it manner of ligbt- 
liig. He was in the Americaa, wb4 
Colonel rer;^ron Lad been in theBri* 
tifh arm}s and had fgnalifed himfcl 
itpon fo many occafious, both agaiiil 
the Indiant and the firitifh trmf^ 
that he was become a mofi. forxaidride 
and dangerous enemy. 

While General CJ rrene i^'as oecopit 
ed in attacking the poll at Ninety-Li^ 
Colonel Morgan watt employed in cb% 
fcrving the motions of the Britifli i^ 
mv. To this inient he fixed hirkX 
nr?,r the river Pncolet, viith a bodf 
(•f iiile men and oi cavalry* aud ain» 
ber K'ff militia. 

Ct'h>nel Tarieton vz% at the fav ^ 
tin e advancing with all fpecd t9 lli * 
relief of Nineiyliz. i-ic had orilnl 
to char th^.i part of the country of M . 
/imerican parties that infedcd it| vi. 
cficciiihy ii that under CcJoml'lf^ ^ 
^an. Purl'uant to ihefe oidei4;tl 
prefTcd him fo vigorcu{)y»tb8tKej|irtl , 
obliged to retreat hatluy bclian^.li%. ' 
till he wasamflid in hii|igh(l^"^ J 
Bread Klvertlo called firom ^* 
menfe breadth, and of wfcicb I 
Were fo much out by the kh 
S^W\Vb v»\ wn^'Jiat be iux0 
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flablc in the prcrtrncc of an r nemy 
was now dole upon his rear, 
this extremity he rcfolvcd to poft 
Iff) to thr bell advantage, and to 
ill his abilities to the tcfl in the 
gement Akhich he now faw couU 
ingcr be avoided. He was con- 
:dthat were he dcfeatrd« his whole 
r tnufl either betaken or deftroy- 
and he knew that the fucccfs of 
:ampai;rn depended materially on 
refurvation. Animated by thefc 
vc^f he made every difpoGtion in 
avour i^hich the nr.l«rc cf the 
r.d woulJ cdmit. He formed his 
' in two diviiions : the firil, com- 
J or militia, occupied the front of 
od ; the fecond was dr^wn up in 
vood itfrlf, and confiAcd of his 
ifmcn and beil troops. . 
3lonel Tarltton, upon coming up 
the encmy,drcwup in tv/o lines; 
)fantry in the tenter of each, and 
avalry on the flanks. He attack- 
id routed the miiitia that fronted 
puifuing tlicm into the wooJ| 
ker ihcy fled with the utniofl prc- 
ition. 

hit defeat and pi!rfuit being what 
ncl Morgan had expc6)ed, he had ' 
idtd fur it accordingly. On the 
inc giving way, lie directed the 
id to open on the right and left, 
txtend along the wood. Ihe 
being thus cleared for thofe wluy 
their purfuerti were fuflVred to fcl- 
:hcm till ihcv were fuJScicnlly en- 
led in the wood for t!ie tnd pro- 
1; when on aiignal given, they 
afl*ailed on bo'.li fiJ«;$ with the 
dreadful difcharjjc of rifle- pieces 
behind the trteR, aiinoil cviry 
of which took efll^S^. Thtv tvcrc 



ntly thrown into the utmcil dif- 
r by this unexpe^cd attack from 
icmythcy liad not fcen. Great 
of the infantry was cut to pieces; 
;iinent that was moft forward in 
lurfaity loft its colours by the fall 
ofe who carried tliem ; and two 
% of cannon were ukcHs after a 
obBwste and Uoody refift&iicc 



from the artillery coiitpar.T» wb» were 
all killed or wounded to a man, ij^hi<« 
in^r in their defence. 

Notwiih(ln;ding the day was JoH^ 
Colonel Tarleton exerted lu'm [elf with 
fo much rcfclution, that he found 
means, nmidfi the confufiun atteialinjj^ 
the rout ot his people, to rally nuin« 
bersof his cavs:lr)' ; at the head of 
thefe he charged tire enemy's horfc*, 
pat them to flight, and recovered L.*s 
^^3ge, which had been lei zed by a 
bcdy of infantry, moil of whoJi wcrs 
flain upt;n. the fput. This cnga;;c- 
mcnt happened 011 the feveuteuith of 
February, eighty -one. 

'i*he ill fortune of (his day was m 
many refpfts decifive of many iiibfc- 
quent events, and was heavily tilt dur- 
ing the whole remainder •£ the Cdiu- 
paign. It was in a manner a rcpctitioa 
of the difafler that had betalicn tlx 
brave and unfortunate Colonel Fergu* 
fon, with this only diflfcrence, that 
Colonel Turktou cleaned withiift^ and 
made a retreat. 

Upon receiving intelligence of thia 
defeat, a body oi light troops was diU 
jintched by Lord Coruwallii with ihe 
utmuli txpcditioB, in order to coma 
up with Colonel Motgan, retake the 
prifoncri lie had made, aiui prevent hia 
jundioiv with Gciicul Greene; but 
io quick wrre tliC en tin y 'a molionst 
that tliey could not biMjvertakcn. 

'ilic oilier forces deftiutd to joiii 
Cencial Greene bring now on tlicif 
march frun Virginia, it bcoir^.c an 
objcA iil cflenti;!! coufequen'-e to prt- 
vcnt them, asfrum tiicir acciili:m, hia 
il length woiild be augmented to fucb 
a decree, as to be alarmingly fupcritr 
to I lie a;-my oi Lord Coruwallii. To 
enable the Brit i Hi troops to march 
with the greater fpced, a r^folution waa, 
t;.kcn at the fame time to deilroy all 
the baggage that could not be fecurcd, 
and that was deemed an uuneceflary 
incumbrance on the ar.Tiy's tnotiona. 
Nothing of confequence was rtr;:rved 
but what was iiudiC^icnCvlbl^f xtnj^^wc. 
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troops. A-fcw waggons only were xo fuch ivit» that they did not dare l» 
kejit for the accommodation of the take up arms againit the Britilh anoj^ 
iick and wounded, and the trsnfporta* on its march, uolwithllandiag tSicf 
t:(.n of fult and ammunition. The were noloriuuny as dilaffcctei a pco|k 
ctiflcs co!:taining wine and rutu were %s«inyonthe whole continent. 
Lil it9i:-d, Hiid they fet forwurJu with 'Ihelirlt object in view aft ircroffiag 
i;o u\\*:\' pmvifion than as much fluiir the Catawba» was the purfuit of Cbb* 
us the riiLii and iome hoH'cs were aUe iicl Morgan ; wlmon heating of tW 
tu carry. britifli arm> 's approach, retired before 
Tl:c trr)0|)B fuhmittcd to all thefe it with theutmuil cckrtty, marchiu. 
ir.couY'.tiicncicb with admirable temper day and night to reach the banks of 
iind patience : th'jy had before them the river Yadkin ; he was fulbwcd 
iiidec-i the example of tlielr comman- with great eageruefs by the Bridih. 
clrr, v.hj uot'.viihitandir.gim ill ilate truojM, who were iktrcniely impaticac 
of healtii* cLeailully partook of all to be reveitged upon him for the cKcck 
tlirir hariiniipiy and was no better pro* received at Bioad River. But DOl- 
^:Crd for than the reft of his people. withllaudtng the vigour with wliick 
At the head cf a fmall, but brave they proceeded^ fo many impedimcols 
;.Rd rcfdutc army* prepared and deter- arole in their way, from the dif&ciilty 
rained to encounter all diiriciilticj, of the roads, and the fwell of the 
.' 4 ord Cornwall is began his march to- waters every wherct that they could 
wr.rds the fords of the river Catawba, not come up with lum till the eveniog 
7 1.ey were fo vigilantly guarded by the at the fecoud day's purfuit ; by whidi 
rucn.y, that he was obliged to move a tiin*.* he had palled over the main body 
/rrvrat hugth of way towarus its head of hi« infiinKry, and all his cavalry^ 
li.fore a {citbge could be found. Uvea with motl of his baggage. His rear- 
here hi> motions were (o clufcly wMtch* guard was routed and difptried, and 
cdt that he was compelled to mahe a the reniaiiu^er of his bagg<«ge taken* ] 
variety of feints, in order to elude the But as the ford through which he bad 
atteniiun of the entmy. croiTvd became immediately impaflablfi | 
Lut they continued to obferve his through t!ie rains that fell tiiat very 1 
movements fo unrvmittingly, that he evening, l^jrd Cornwalliswai obligct \ 
vus (ibiiged to riik the piilf.i^e at a to direct his march to the upper foni% 1 
lord five liuudicd yards wide, inhere of the river. : 
the men wr.dcd through t!ie water up As General Greene had not JC^ 
to their niddle, expuied to a heavy been joined by the reinforcements froA \ 
Jirc from lliceiicniy polled on the other Vii^iiiiu, the Britidi troops luftcocA 
fjJc ; hiiL ill ipiu- ut ail ubili.tlcs, ihcy tocu: oil' his communication froDndMi 
io! ecd till ir v.ay ovL-r> and pat the cue- provincr, by marching with all fpesA 
my tu .'i.vlit, kiiliii;^ i.iinJ)ir6 t>f ihcni, to the riv^r Dan, which forms the flih j 
;.:.u!r^; \Ju:n> \\erc tl.v::r cuminaiidi.r, per boundary between North CaraGi| J 
I >eiienil l)avidl'un, n very valiant iDun, and Virginia. ^ 
;i;k1 iV'.'iai ot)u i (lf&Ler^. Sucli was the celerity of LordOmi 
The rrciling c! this ford war. follow- w;illi£, that he fully I'ucceedcd in b 
cil ly t!u' tui:d det'eac of another body defign. Finding himfelf between iMi 
>;f the eiieiny iiiTvinLkd at iume miles ]Hovincc and General Grccnc'i Vi 
(li.l&i.cL, I y CJiilcinel Tarkton, at the he proceeded in qucft of hin #itt I 
Lead of his cavaliy. lie furprizcd more expedition, as be ntiw 
t!.cm fo completely, that they wtie that he would be compelled to 
zhilantly routed, with fevcre execution, jiagement, in order tQCXtnOKi 
7V;/2i rci/cvced the tciror \u:;ioiint.r ex- Kc had been informed <mr 
ploits hud occaiioned, and kept iVie W iw^% «S. xNsoXwct^^ '- ' 
habiunis of the neighbouiing diS\i\&» ^nYkXxV'WJw ^^^ 
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.bic at this feifon, an J that a CiF- 
at qaantitynrbjats ould not pol- 

b€ pmciired ro ferry over ff)lar^c 
ly as llut under Gca?ral O.-eene. 
contrary to his expc^ation, aud 
intclli;^encc he haj rjccivcU he 

Jifcov^r^d that his piirfuit of th^ 
sricaa G»:neral «raa fntitleH. Vh: 
^es on the ror.h wu4c all briken 
n, tfie boats dsilrjycd or rv'ni')v- 
ind every obdruclion contrived to 
'•\ his motions. — \rrivin:y at 
d'ft Ferry, on the fifteenili of Feb- 
fp h- Wij informed that GcHv-ral 
:ne had cr>fr:d it f }inc h.^^r3 bc- 

and was fafc on the other Ade of 
'ivcr with his whoh army, 
'hit was hi^rhly mortifying to Lord 
ivrall>s» who had en tort .lined no 
»t of overtaking^ and compclh'n^ 
to fight. As all hopes were at an 
of preventing the j.infllo.i ot the 
:iiiian troops witli General 
:ne ; and us the Britiih army was 
feeble to follow him int<j Virginii, 
iw determined to repiir to Hlllf- 
u;h, a'lJtnke uplrso i!r!rr5th?ri», 
dcr to j»i?e \ih trojp^ fomo rcil, 

the falifj.i^s they had endnred. 
otwiihflanding they hid failed in 
Icfi'^n of intercepting the enemy, 

hai ho'.vever enjoyed the fatisfac- 
offorcin^^hi'n to i-etire fnim the 
•tinas, and had Ih'ucic th>! people 
ofe provinces wiili erj'iil d? ca.l and 
iihment at thi invjiiciblc cojro^je 
pcrfeverance with wliich thev h*d 

through a coiidant fcrics of the 
:c(l hardfliips. Deftitlitc of evei y 
fhment and comfort, without any 
: fnpport exct:pting what was in- 
nftblefor exigence, they had fpent 
lay in continual toil, marching 
igh wades an I forelh without 
I or tracks, expofed to perpetual 
iflitfs, and padin^ the night with- 
lover, andopcn-to all the inclc- 
ies of weather, 
hilc Lord Cornwallis was employ- 

thefe various expeditions, it was 
rd highly expedient to gain fomc 
a/cat poi oa the fca-iiic of 



N)rth CiroVma, In orJer toeQnbliih a 
fatVr line of communication with him, 
tiiAii through that length of c»Mint- 
ry by which it wa3 now curried on wftii 
f) much dan:j.T of interception. Ti» 
tliis intent Colonel DilPour, who ron^.- 
Ri mded at Chn.'lello.v.i in the aMVniv: 
of Lord G)rnwallis, commiilined 
Major Craig to procectl to Cape Frar 
river, at the head of a coniidera^jlc de- 
tachment* under the convoy of Captain 
Berkley, with fome Ihips of force. 

•The trjopa and inirine^ Itnded a^ 
f.ime miles dillance from th? -tow i of 
Wilmington, fituated upon that rivjr, 
and the fhipping entered it at the la n: 
time ; uponv/hicli tlic place f irrende- 
rcJ at difcrction. Some vcIT:!: l:idc« 
with goovls and warlike (lores were 
taken ; a body of the enemy that had 
afTembled in the neighbourhooJ, wcrtf 
defeated, with the lofa of a great quan- 
tity of ammunition, and the wholt? 
adjacent country was entirely reduced 
to uibjeclion. After which, the town 
itfclfwasput into a (late of defence, 
and endeavours made to open a com- 
munication with Lord Cornwnllis, 
according to the directions he had 
given. 

The poITeflion of Wilmington, arl 
the retreat of General Greene iit-j 
Virginia, had revived the fiopes of the 
Royaliils in the back parts of North- 
Carolina. Some hundreds of tiicm 
aflembled with an intent of repairing to 
the King's ftandird at Hillfborough ;• 
on intelligence of which 1 llrong party 
of the enemy marched to intercept 
them. Colonel Tarleton was fent, on 
the other hand, to protefl them, and 
they received notice to hold thcmfclve?! 
in rcadinefsto join him. Unfortiinat*** 
ly, on the approach of the American 
detachment, ttirv mi (look it for that 
commanded by Colonel Tarleton ; the 
confcquence was, th^t they were fur- 
rounded, and made prifoners by the 
enemy, who were accufed* on this oc- 
cafion, of having killed many of thcnt 
after they had a(ked for c\ji^n.er. 
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tupTftance in itf -If, was of inuch dif- 
fwTv»c»r to the Ro)vJ criufe, by '.lifi-v^'i- 
ri.:;i:i'^ minjr fro'n j>iain{r tlic Britiili 
fiaailjrj \v!ii> ha- 1 Ixiin fockin^ trie oc- 
cifiaa of lioiu^ it, bat we»c nr.? d:- 
icrrcd S>y t'lc adlivlty wi:h whicli ihry 
ft^v thn ali intentionio.'tiiif kind were 
fm.lratc.5. 

In orJcT tr> prevent aiy further 
a^CtzmptAof thii nat'ire, au! to cr.c'):!- 
rvf-* hij o'Vii alhrr^utit Creieral 
Gicnc hiylw r brrn l^r^tly rtinfaicjj, 
rco.:frcJ the ri/er U.in. a'ul aJrairei 
intu North Car >itn3. Aa th^ ilrcM^rtb 
Iij brni'^ht with hl-n wis mwch f i;je- 
ri >r in nirrb^r to that of Lor J Co.r- 
\va1Ii3, It was im:i^incd that he prop u- 
cl to rll'c an cnjta-^fment on tlie firfl 
Qpporttinit/ th;it OiLred. 

Colonel Tarlctciit was dctachcU 
with a frmll, but fcIrA b«x!y to watch 
Kis motions. O i the fjconJ of Marchy 
e'f^hty*one, he foil tn with c >n^.]er- 
a'>lcnllmbrr^of the enemy, whom he 
attacked and routedi driving thrm to 
their miin hody« which apprchendlii-r 
t-ic j;iproach of the wliole Dritifli ar- 
my, fell bnjk to an t'l wita^c«us pon- 
tion« in order to w.itt with iruvre fc* 
rurily the arrival of a vriy llronor rcin- 
f ircj'ncnt of Contiiientid regulars that 
w^s daily expef^ed. 

As (f cnenl Greene'* li^jht infantry 
wa« very numerous, and con filled 
C'liefiv of inarkfmeu, they provcil (o 
troiihlofome, that it was determined* 
tf poiTtbie, to circumvent, and deftroy 
or capture them. After ufmg much 
vigilance, they #ere at length furpnzed 
in their quarterst and Jiefcated with 
fuch lofs, that they were obliged to 
rrtire to their army, which Lord 
Ct)mwallis preparing to attack, Gcne- 
rjl Greene feeing his people difcourag* 
rihythe flijjht of his liglu troops^ 
made an immedate retreat. 

The pofition which he took was fo 
ftrong, and at the fame time fo con ve- 
il ff.'nr, ei:her to advance or retire, at 
pk'^ifnre, that Lord CornwalUs finding; 
/: I'/n/jradticable to force the A.mct\- 



him fcif with beeping tbem frotn ni^ 
\nr irruptiont into that part of tbe* 
country which was rcprefciter) to h\n 
a« Well aiFcCted U% the S.-itith auTsi 
D'Jt nvitwithftan'Img his care and cir- 
camfp*iflinn in favour of tho(e wbdi 
\is decine-i his friea-li. expertcneeddf 
convinced him, that tfthev were nacM 
in number, they were however very 
averCe to join him ; and that thas^., 
thev might be willing to iubmittotk 
nuthorityiii Britain, they hiJ noiV 
ctlna'ton to run any hazard for itire* 
elUbliili nent. 

T!ic Ling expelled rein fore eiitruli 
hiving at length joined GeitenK 
Greene, his army now amonnteJ M 
upwards of fcven thnnfand men, tat' 
thirds of which confiiled of regubrt 
ani well trained riHe and nfarkfoiflb 
With this force he no long'er hrfitiiel 
to face the Britifh army, which dldaot 
much exceed two thoufahd mcii. 

On the fifteenth of March, at dif*. 
break Lord ComwaDrs fct forvraii 
to meet the American General, «U 
was reported to be advancing fall fped 
to attick him. Colonel TarLtoa 
falling in with the advanced parties nf 
the enemy, charged them with lui 
ufaal fpirit, and put them irft^ntlr ta 
the rout, purfuing them till he casnr 
wi'Jitn flight of their matn body, wliidk 
wa^ drawn up in order of battle Ofoi 
arifing ground, itut far from atgMt 
ca!led Guildford. 

Between t!ie two armies lay a phi* 
tation, with fome open fields oa taJt 
fide ; beyond it (loo^!, at fome dil«BB|^ 
a wood, about one mile in deptht dii. 
ground behind it being an exiedhi 
plain.— The ground where on the J|>' 
roerican army ftood, was fkiitid. i^ 
wards the tight of the Brit&k fgilf,, 
witli a continuance of wfood. 

I'hc front of the wood Wfc&l" '*'"' 
plantation was occupied bf ^ 
line of the Amei^can wmj.flH 
of the North CaroKos wM 
fecond wu formed ia Ac 
cou\Ac4 ^CwdL difeSpfad 
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', WIS a chofen body of Conti- 



mation of a regular L'nc being imnri • 
ticu'*lc, perfonal courage and int.-c[>- 
ty were now up;>n a parity with '.»,• 
tary /kill ana difcipline. 

In no one av'tiun during t!ic AT.fn- 
can war, was the native bravo ry v{ '.■•^e 
Britifh natio:; more refiJiitcly d;i'|)' .y- 
ed, and more efFe<Elually excned. — Ti.c 
battle was now become a t.i.l of »he 
ftrength, aclivity, and valour of . vrr./ 
man that fought. Th? eucm) th-t 
had been broken In thecommouccmcnt 
of the adtion, now rallied every u'iur/, 
and the light was renewed w'th '-'e 
greatcil de^^ree of ficrcencfs and c: . i* 
nacy. Bt>th partit s engaged in Icpe- 
rate dctachmeots, unconui'dled with 
each other ; but Hill the nutticrournvf'! 
of the enemy cmpowrcd them to attack 
feveral of the Britlih corpd in their 
es on both fides, thi fup irioi ity front, flank, and rear, and to inclorc 
^'nericansenabled thv*m to out- theminfucha manner, as to obli^^e 

them, notwithflaadingtlieir Inferiontyy 
to prcfent a face on every lide 

In this mniner the figlU w is carried 
on for a confidwrable time. The Britfli 
troops however dill continued to ad* 
vancc, and the enemy gra'^ually to 
retire towards the further end of the 
wood. It was at Icuijlh penetrated 
by a divifion of the Britilh army ; 
this was thefecondbattahon of Guards. 
On their entrance into the plain, they 
found a large body of the enemy's 
regulars dra A' n up iM readinefs t-; re- 
ceive them. Bat their altark was fo 
impetuous, that the enemy was iirnu- 
diutely routed, with the -kfs t»f O'Ac 
artillery, and driven ir to a wot id 2:1 
their rear Here they recovered tht-m- 
felvcs, and the Guards purfuir.g I hem, 
received fuch a fire, that they were 
compelled to retire into tl)C plain « where 
they were charged by the enemy '« 
cavalry. The troops which they had 
before routed, having also rallied, took 
tl^'s opportunity to fa!lv from the wood 
and retake their ai tillery. Tl-e encn^y's 
great I'uperiority in nuinberf bad 
thrown the Guards into diforder { 
but their commander. General 0'Ha« 
upon the cnejiy* The for* ra, iViouj^ n«q>xvu^i,\^ \i^ V^v^^^ 



veterans : their right and left 
dvered by drajoonj and rifle- 

econnaitring the difpofitton of 
ny, as the wooi appeared! lefs 
nl bu(h/ 01 their left. Lord 
His determined to make it the 
li objefl of his attack. The 
's of his force ad tiitred oF no 
an two lines. His rii^ht winsf 
nmartded by General Ledie ; 
by Colo:iel Wcbltcr : a body 
e, with the cav.dry, under C ) 
irleton, were pitied ia reaiincfj 
>rt, with faoiii(y every corps 
>d b:fore it, and to feize every 

3att!: be^an about t«vo in the 
n ; wlien after many fevere 



e win^s of the Britifli army, 
nd line was obli2;ei to Uiiite 
.ir;l, in ori:i' to for.n .111 eq:i il 
f front with t:ic. V.n^ricr.i, 
\ till then, by extending their 
:alled it with a heavy dr.: oa 

ft 

Ill's position, notwithllaadJnfr 
arity of numbers, the Briufh 
fled forward with a vigour 
he cneny were n'^c able to 
d ; their front liic was entirely 
and put to fliorut. The Bn'titli 
iw enercd the wood, to attack 
nd ; but it fb)od its ground 
ijch Tfijrc firmncfs. The 
impofing it were, in fa<fl, little, 

inferior to regul.'rs : they 
mod refoliite dcrfeoce, and 

difcomficed without much 

' ; neither did they beta-ce 

:3 to flight, but fell back into 

line, confiding entirely of fe- 

lars. 

ivanta^es of the ground were 
1 the (i 1c of the Americans. 
»d, wherein both zrmies were 
Aged, ^as fo thick, that tittle 
ler could be obferved in ad- 



■'i 
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exertions brought them again into clouded, howtirer, by the loli oft 
o der and a^ion. number of brave officers and tMltnt 

By this time other dtYifions of the fmall in itfclf, and in compaiifoo of 
Brit fh army liad m;ide their way the glory and advantage that were ob- 
through the wood, and charged the tained ; but great, when weighed wflli 
entmy as fad as they came up. They the fmaJIncfsof the army ofwhichthef , 
wcrcfo effcdlually fupported by the formed fo con fiderable apart, and with 
artillery, commanded by Captain Mac- the profefiional merit of thofe who 
leod, and tlic cavalry under Colonel f«rll. — Among thefe Colonel Webftcr 
Tarltton, who fuccefllvcly arrived at was highly and dcfcrvedly regretted: 
this ciitical jiiiiflure, that after a hii ferviLcs throughout the whole of 
blooJy and hard conteded conflidl, the the campaign in the Cardlinas had beea j 
enemy was at la(l completely defeated truly eminent, and he had in noUttle. ' 
in this quarter, with the total lofs of degree contributed to the gaining of 
artillery and ammunitum* the battle in which he lod his lifsT. 

Uut the aClion, though terminated Such was the zeal and rcfolutHii 
here, illU continued in otlur parts. A difphyed by the BritiHi troops on tUs 
heavy fire wa' kept upon the li^ht of memorable dav, that it was hard to 
the britiih army, where both fides decide who had diftinguidied them- 
mair.taincd the fight with as much felves moll. By the unanimous coa* 
fury as ever. The appearance of Co- fent of all, no man could have exhibited 
luncl Taileton quickly decided the more perfonal co'iraire, as well tf 
C(>ntcd. He made fo refolute, an generallhip, than Lord Cornwallis did - 
oifct, that the enemy was indantly upon this trying occafion. Notwith- 
brokcn, and obliged to fly to the ftanding an ill date of health, he wai 
thickcd partsof the wood. pre fen t wherever there was moddiiH 

The remaining divilions of the Bri- ger. To the great fati!«t3Clion ofthe 
tiili army that were yet engaged, had whole army, he had the good fortune 
Lt the fame time the g(K>d fortune to to efcape without a wound, thou;^ 
lout iliofe that were oppofed to them, two horfcs were killed under him. 
who being informed that their princi- After redding at Guildford two 
pal troops had been worded and put dayp, during which they wanted bready 
to flli^ht, thought it neceffary to con- the exhauded condition of the couotrf 
fu!t thcr own fafety, by withdriwing compelled the troop s to quit that pbec^, 
with the uiniod fpced. and to dired their march towardi* 

Si) great was the wantofprovifions in Wilmington — They hahtd only two , 
the Britidi army, that Lord Cornwallis days more on their n-^ad to that to«% i 
vas not able to follow the blow he had in order to procure fome proviAcMibi>— ^ 
givi II the enemy. Their lofs in flain They now fully expenenccd botr aoA'/ 
and wounded was computed at above they had been deceived in the espcAo*' 
two thoufand. Bnt.wluit was of more tion of being joined by numbcit {£ 
ia>portatice, the fuperiority of the thofc parts that had been the foefee W 
3>! it idi troops had been condrmed in their militVT operations. TTi 

fo confpicuous a manner, that had not viAorious, m>ne of their Bdhc 

enery kind of impediment and difficulty ventured to avow thcmfclvcg^ wmi tiltf 
■rofe to obdruct their progrefs, fuch up arms in their favour. Lard CW 
was tliC dread and terror they had wallis id'ued a prodanuttOB* in ^^ 
ir.fpived, that it was highly probable to ttimulate them, but it "* ' 

the fucccfd of this day would have been ^cdual. 
ar tended with the moft fortunate con- After a tediotig bw _ 
/e^ucrnccs to the Bnt*i(h ^irmt^. \?(tV.%^ vVv^ Britifb tntty^ 

iTic fplcndour of t\Mi NiGtorj Yji* \4\VaC\tv^VQ^^T3L^^ * 
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Here the firft care of Lord Cornwallis 
was to provide a lufficiency of fupplies 
to enable him to taK.e the field as foon 
M he had given his people that repofc 
to which they were fo jullly entitled, 
after the lon^r courfe of toil and hard- 
Ihipt they bad endured, and had fub- 
mitted to with fo much readiocfs and 
alacrity. 

In the mean time» the inutility of 
the various plans that had .been formed 
on the fuppofed co-operation of the 
fricDds to the Britifh guvernmcnt, 
appeared in fo ilron^ a light, that ail 
hopes of efiential affiila nee fro'n.that 
quarter were totally at an end. The 
litmoft that was looked fur on their 



part v*as a chearful fubmiflion to the 
Briti(h arms, in cafe of their fucccfii» 
and fuch accidental intclligenct as they 
were able to convey without fear of a 
difcovery. 

It now became evident, that the 
fpirit and a£livity of the party oppofite 
to Britain, was incomparably fuperior 
to the exertions of its friends ; whence 
it was not unreafonably inferred, that 
notwithflanding all alTerticns to the 
contrary, the number of thcfe was 
much fmaller than had been reprcfent- 
ed, and that their timidity and back- 
wardaefs proceeded trom the coofci« 
oufnefs of their inferiority in -point of 
ilrcngth and number. 
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Hu^icanc in ibc We/l Indies. — Secret Treaty between Holland at 
America. — Rupture with Holiand—Leffis rftte Duicb. 
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THE autumn of the ywr ciphtr 
was m:irked by one of the moil 
dr;'a> ful and dcilritdire hurricanes 
th.;i V. a? ever experienced in the \^ ell 
Indies. The (iamag;c done hy it to 
fon.f of the Briiifh and French ifland.^:, 
as we 1 .is to their fliipping in t^ofc 
fc^^, was imnu'nftf, and exceeded any 
InfT'.'s from fu^^h a cauir, that liad yet 
happened ia that part of the worl^ 

rh«: Dritilh iiland that iufFc red moft, 
iK'as the K)n}rell fctt!cJ, and moil 
flourifiiin;; one, Barbadoes. It under- 
went :.IiTic;{l a total dcdru^ion. 1 he 
Iflands of Jamaica, Grenaila, St Vin- 
cent, and St Lucia, partook greatly 
in the grncral calamity. 

The I'Venirh iflands of Martloico 
ind Guadaloupe fuifered alfo dread- 
fully. 1 he principal towns in both 
vere levelled with the earth. Multi- 
tufncswirc loft through tlie irruption 
of the fca, and ti.e violence ofilie iloim« 
cfpccially at BarbadooR, where fomc 
tlioufar.ds periihcd. Among the vaft 
q amity of {iii'ppin;T|caft away, were two 
i5ri:ifh ihips of the line, and f^fven fri- 
gates, befides other armed VifTel**. Se- 
veral French fliips of war met with the 
fame fate. 

'I he amount of the tcnlblc lofies irv- 
cuTT'.d r.n this cccafico, added to ibofc 
that had befallen the nation during the 
preceding fnmmer, bv the capture of 
the Eall and Weft iddia flccti j witk 



part of that deRined forQnebeei m 
1*0 enormous, that it fpread an ext!i- 
iWe alarm throughout thr reahn. 1^ 
expenees of the war were annually iik 
creafjng, while, through this acnnifll^ 
tioiiof adverfity, the mean«9 of fuppQit* 
\\\if it were conficlcrablv diminilbcd* 
. From thefe motives the temper oi 
the nation at large became fullcn s4 
cLifcontcd. It feemed to fome» ai if 
tlic prefcnt period had been markedly 
dtiliny for misfortunes and mortifies 
lions of every kind. 

Such W2S the general difpofitioa d 
the people, when an accident happen 
ed, which called up their attcntioB ii 
a particular manner, as it opcnel t 
new and very important fcene to tiNV 
coiifideration. 

Since the commencement of hour- 
ties Inrtween Great Britain and iKl: 
Colonies, an interrourfe very iainN4 
to the former had been carried «i If 
the Dutch with the latter, Tho^p^' 
not openly avowed by the CitatctOd^ 
ral, it was encouraged by nunbot -~ 
individuals, nd only of the comi 
clafTes, who profited by Kt.lJI' 
other denomi nations. Tbt 
of France excited fucli a Ipirk 
mity to Britain, that all th^ 
tions which were madcoftfcc 
accruint; to it, from fach ^ 
being pcvxnittcd or coonii 
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>re{non on the Stales, 
en France declared hcrfelf in 
of America, the French fadtion, 
had been gradually gaining 
:h, determined 10 follow the cx- 
of that power; but in order at 
netime to avoid the refentmcnt 
cat Britain, judged it iafcid to 
nto a clandeilnic treaty with the 
leans. To this purpofe, a private 
lation was fct on foot with the 
lflioner8 appointed by Congrefs. 
is negociation was principaily 
iiV.cd by the regency of Amfter- 
{ city that had long been noted 
partiality to the caufe cf France, 
any power unfriendly to Great 
n. The penfionar)' of this city, 
an Berkely a man of abilities, 
fworn enemy to the Englifh , was 
rfonvho condu6led this bufincfs* 
from his office a miniiler of (late 
greatell authority and influence, 
ifpeedily terminated ; a friend- 
md alliance was fettled between 
3utch and the Americans ; of 
I the commonenmity of both to 
riti/h nation became the flrongelt 
refl b<md. 

c trrms of the treaty were indeed 
jonal, and the treaty itfdf com- 
al ; but the Americaris were cie.ir- 
atcd with as a free and iudcpin- 
nation. 

uugli Amflerdam alone feemed to 
>o*j tikis occafion, yet the world 
ilof.d, that the weight of this 
and powerful city was too licavv 
counterbalanced by that of the 
: province, of which it was the 
il. or even of all the Seven Unit- 
ovfnces. 

wa« from tiie knowledge of this 
her %vit^ the fuperiorilv of the 
:h fadlon In Holland, that the 
rifs rciic'd on the llrength aud 
ty of apy menfurcs and tranfac- 
that might roke place between 
:fp<.dive agents of the contrsc- 
>arti<:8« 

ill, however, this treaty was ne- 
.te4ai)dci>iiciudcd ia the ntaK)ft 



concealment and privacy. It W9s Sign- 
ed on the forth of September, feventy-. 
eight, by Mr Doneaville, a Datch 
merchant, on the one hand, and Mr 
William Lee on the oilier ; both of 
whom had repaired to A iz- la Chapelle 
for that purpofe, in order to avoid aH 
fufpicion. 

This tranfa^ion had now lain dor* 
mant two entire years ; but the rnlinj 
powers in America were highly dcfiroua 
that it (hould be brought to maturity, 
and openly acknowledged on the p-drt 
of Holland. The events of thefe tw« 
years were fuch as encouraged them 
to think that the Dutch would not be 
backward to comply with their wi(he&. 
Much ill blood and altercation had 
been created between Great britaia 
and Holhnd, through the continual 
alCdance given to France by the latter^ 
and the refolnte methods adopted b/ 
tlie former in order to prevent it. 

Such wat the Atttation of affairs^ 
when CongreCi took the refo!uti%)n to 
dcpttteaperfon of thehtgheft rank a- 
mong them to Holland, in the charac* 
tercf an ambaflador, to the intent of 
bringing the bufinefs of an alliance be- 
tween both countries to a fulid and 
effectual conclufiov. 

The pcrfon chofen for this import- 
ant embafly was Mr Henry Laurens^ 
la:e Prclldentof the congrcrs,a gentle- 
man of known abilities, and refpeA- 
abh character, 'i'he high ilation he 
had filled with fo much propriety and 
applauff, gave additional weight to the 
commiFion he was invcfte.' with, and 
it was hoped would prove a motive tor 
pctclcrating the union propofcd be-> 
tween Holland and Amenca. 

With this view and deftination, Kc 
embarked at Philadelphia, in a vcflcl 
bound to Holland ; but it was takes 
on its voyage, in the beginning of 
September, eighty, and all the papera 
relating to his mlfiion were feierd. He 
was himfelf, on his! arrival in England^ 
committed as a ftate prifoner to dofe 
confinement in the Tower. 
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f ullr difco^ered by hit piperB» the Bri« of the Dutch nation in the poBifemal •] 

tlih ambailkdor at the Hague remon- wliicfa that part of it fo jnftljincritBl ! 

Uratcd in very fpiriced terms to the The utn^oil rcadinefs was at the iaaf * 

States General, on the unfriendliucfs time profcflcd to return tolheaod^ 

and impropriety of rufTeringfuch Iran f- union and amity bet>reea Great Bri- 

adions to pafs unnoticed and uncen fur- tain and Holland^ on this latter*!^ 

cd in any of their fiibjedb : He de- giving fatisfaction for its paft| ai4 

inundcd a furnial difavowat of the pro- fecurity for its future condud. 

cccdings of the rc^ncy of Amfterdam, In t^is manner was add^ aaotki 

an adequate fat i«fa£t ion for the iufult enemy to the formidable combioatica 

offered to Great Bntain, and a due already fub fillin or again ft this conntry. , 

punifhment on the offenders. What rendered turn the more dangcxMi 

The memorial to this purpofe was was his proximiiy, and Lis great aari- 

pre font ed to the States General on the time flre:igth. It was not, howeTcr^ 

tenth of November eighty, and was withcut the utmofl ailonifhment, tiaj( ; 

followed by another, (I ill more preffing, the politicians of Europe beheld a cob* 

on the twelfth of December: but ncCtion formed between the Hjufc' of 

neither of them produced any cffcd. Douihon and the United ProTincefc 

The only anfwcr that could be obtain* The dangers to which they ezpoic^ 

cdwas, that they would be taken into themfelves by fuch a noeafure, mt^ 

confideration according to the ufages maiufeit ; while the utility refulu^ 

and forms cullomary in fuch matters ; from it was problematical, 

and that areply would be given asfoon In this critical (ituation of natifla4 

as the nature of their government affairs, a new Parliament wu caflc^ ^ 

would admit. and met at the clofe of Oditobcr. Utt [ 

This anfwer not proving fatisfa£lory Speech- from the Throne was remail> i 

to the court of Great Britain, it came ably fpirited, and defcriptive of thi ] 

to the rcfolution of recalling the firi- nfolulion and fucccfs with which ] 

tifh ambaflador from the Ha^uc, and Great firiiain had fo nobly withlloo4 1 

of proceeding to immediate hoi^ilities and difappointed the efforts of itt j 

a^^ainil the fubjeds of the United numerous enemies. It held out wiA 

IVoviiiCcs. Rreat ilrength and animation of faa* 

A declaration was iffued according- guage, the ncceflity of contiauiiy 

ly on the twentieth of Decemberi vigoroufly to exert the courage saS^ 

wherein the condud of the States poweruf the nation in order to obtaia 

Oncral was feverely reprehended, for an honourable peace, 

their ncg!cd of fullUhng the part of A warm debate was occafioned in tk 

friends and allies to Great Britain, to Houfe of Commons by the motion fo 

which they were bound by fb many the adJrcfs. The queftion lb ofaa ] 

treaties nnd for the uitjud and ininii- a^ricated conceniing the propriety rf^ 

cal partiality condantly difplayed in the American war, was again bnM|||| ^ 

f:ivo!ir of rVancCi and ever)' other foe up and litigated on both fidet W|k 

to the Brililh nation, as well as for cnersry. 

the countenance and fupport fo noto- The violence which 

rioufly afforded to the Americans, the rcprobaiion of the AmcricMl !irfp^ 

This condudwas imputed to the pre- did not, however, prevent thedr^** 

valence of the French fadion in Am- of the Houfe being voted imtll |N 

(Icrdam : it was fpecificd in the de- unanimity to Sir Henr^ QifliUK 

claration, that, were it pradicable, the Cornwalln, and Adminl Al|| 

I^ritifh government would dired the for their refpedive (ienncil i 

rengeaaccof Biuin agaiaft. iVial ck^ ^artofthe world, 

iioflc, without iatolvLng the TCfnaiiAcx l^^^^m^a.^ Vs^^^ id|| 
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became an objeftof fcnousdif- 
oth in and bat of doors. On the 
; of Parliament, after the ufual 
t the expiration of the year, a 
was delivered to both Hou^ta 
c Throhc, Cf»nve\ inj^ a formal 
ion of hodilitics being declar* 
ill that date. 

litics began again ft the Dutch 
ention of their (hipping in the 
: porta of EnvJ^nd, and by the 
of two men of war of fifty»four 
3n the granting of letters of 
and rtprifa) againft them, a 
le of privateers was added to 
at were already in commiffiony 
ry great number of Dutch mcr- 
icn were brought into the Bri- 
ts. 

j61lons were dispatched at the 
ne to the commanders of the 
forces in tlie Weil Indies to 

to immediatehoftilities againd 
tch fettlements ia thofe parts, 
iral Rodncv was returned from 
edition to N^rtli America, and 
paiin;^ to attack fuch of the 
iQands as fccmed lead in a con- 
f defence, when he was apprif- 
le rupture with Holland, and 
I to commence hoftillties at;aiu(l 
-ffions m the Weil Indies, 
moll important of ihcfe was the 
if St Eulialius, commonly called 
Thougli not twenty miles in 
ftrencc, it abounded with riches 
1 the vad conflux of trade from 
ther ifland in thofe feas. Being 
port, it was open to the fubjedlt 
he powers at war. By thefe 
a communication was edablidicd 
them, through which they were 
I to carry a commercial corre- 
nce which greatly mitigated the 
miencies of war. The Dutch, 

whofc mediation all trading 
s was traufadled, reaped, of 

immenfc benefit from the num- 

commiflions with which they 
3tiiided, and from the vad fale 
c mcrchaodifes which they dtf- 



pofed of to all parties in virtue of their 
neutrality. 

Such was the fituation of tin's faroont 
ifland when Admiral Rodney fudilenly 
appeared before it with a naval and 
land force, which it was in no condi- 
tion to rtfid. It furrendered there- 
fore without any ftipulations. 

The value that fell into the hands 
of the captors was prodigious. It 
amounted, at a moderate calcuhtton* 
to four miiliohs fierling. Exclufiveot 
what was found aihore, upwards of 
two hundred fail of mcrchant-meii 
were taken(. belidesa dilp of (ixty guos> 
a frigate of forty, and five others from 
thiity to fourteen. 

•So little were the inhabitants of this 
ifland under any apprehenfiofisof dan* 
ger, that their warcboufes were not 
fuificient to contain the quantity of 
commercial articles imported for (alew 
The very ftreets and beach were in the 
Admiral's own words, covered with 
hogftieads of tobacco and fugar. The 
Governor could hardly give credit to 
the officer who fummoned him to fur- 
render. 

The intelligence of this capture was 
the more agreeably received in Eng- 
land, as the lofs fell chiefly upon the 
city of Amftcrdam. The French and 
Amcrlcans^were alfo confidcrable fuf- 
ferers, and not a few of the Britidi 
merchants ; who trufting to the neutra- 
lity of the place, had configncd valuable 
cargoes to their corrcfpondents there ; 
a 1 which, on its falling into the hands 
of Britain, were feized as Dutch pro- 
perty. 

The fettlements belonging to the 
Dutch on the fouthern continent of 
America, fituated on the livers Ber- 
bicc, Iflequibo, and Demcrary, (Iiared 
the fame fate as Statia. They were 
taken by a fquadron of privateers, who 
aflfociated for that purpol'e. The treat- 
ment thefe fettlements experienced was 
much more favourable than that of the 
people at Stati?. The fad was, that 
no fufpicions ky againd thrm of hnv- 
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to the enemies of Great Britain ; while 
on the contraryy Statia wai looked 
upon 9S the magazine from whence the 
French iOands were f applied with pro- 
vifionffy and all kinds of ncceflarict ; and 
whence the Annericaus drew immcure 
«}uantities of warlike floret, as well at 
other articles of merchandife. 

In confequcnce of the different light 
in which they w<rre Yiewcd* the former 
were Itrit in poflefliuu of ilicfi^ private 
property and civil govemmellt^ Pre- 
Tiuus to their being attacked* they had| 
upon information of the rupture be- 
tween Great Britain and Holland, fent 
a deputation to Barbadoes, with o£Fcrs 
to fubmlt on terms ufually granted in 
fuch cafes and rcterriug for that pur- 
pofe to thofe upon which they imagin- 
ed Statia had furrendered s in thefcf 
however, they had the good fortune 
Bot ti> bi involved. 



The confiCntiOQ of mi 
perty at Statia, occaGoned hcafjr 
pbints among the Brittfh mcrchaattl 
the Weft Indies, and In Britain ttfilKi| 
Warm rcprefentations were made ina^ 
the fuhjcdl, fuliowed by proct«d|if| 
iu thecouitsof law.— > Hence wesm> 
fittesarofe between the compiajmtt 
and the commanders of the Britift a^ 
maments in thofe parts i which it «a^ 
thought, proved not a little prandial 
to the fen'ice. 

The redu^ion of thefe various jpoff., 
fefiions of the Dutch in tliis part of tk^^ 
world, was fidt by them in the aoft 
fenfible manner. The profits 
fr« m the commerce oi which they wot- 
the mediators and managen, wcic an*; 
menfe. It was a commerce cf de^ 
and certain gain, as it was fttendcl 
with no rifle on their part, and coafil>«| 
cd wholly in ctnfignmenta. 
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•anfii8ms in the lV<i/l Indies. — Lofs of Tchehioani Prt^ 
—Continuation of the Siege of Gibraltar. — 'Tranfacltins 
anjf Haval Operations again/i the Dutch. 
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\i\t projrrcrs made by the drtached under Admirals llood and 
•derac? agninftCreat Bri- Drake, to meet Onint de GiafTc, pn 
ntinij'»d a matter of utter prt vent his jiindliuu with the fquadroA 
t to Europe. "With a de- at Martinico. 

Oh the twenty eight of April, thcr 

received notice of the appn^ach of the 

French fleet, and took thvir pofitioit 

between it and the liaroour of Port 

it wasevldciu t^hc pilm of Ri^yil. But not tvitli Hand int; thiir 

nd exeition belonged in- vigilance, the prions movements they 

were oV-li-jjcd to make, in ord»*r to 
come up with the French fleet, enablei 
the flii]>s in thnt port to fail out uf it, 
;ndi'>iii the C^juut de GrafR*. By 
ihisj'Hifti'»n he had a fnperloiity of 
fix Ihips of the ine ; his force umoMnt- 
ing to tvventy-foiii-y niid that under 
AJmiral Hood to eij^htcen. 

Nctwithilandlog this jrriat dlfp:\nty 
the utmolk enf-ciivours were nfed by 
the Bili>(h Ad^niral to hiiii;^ tii« ene- 
my to af^^on. As thi: Frcith were to 
wir.dward, it lay entirely at lir.ir op- 
ti «n wlictiicr to accqit or decline an 
cnj^agemcnt. Tiiey af^Levcd upon 
this occaiiou to that fv!t r.-.df fi-ihiiti;; 
V^'hich they ha'l co'iiLinily practif*;d 
tvtr ducc ihf l'ig».inin-; «.f tlje u*ir ; 
tiicy enjiQiitd at tt:: gr^.-.ta diLl:iRce 
f'»r any diCifuMi, and 2cpi iu far a^uof 
thiR''.rfy in pariicut.-ir, ;is to throA thvlEL 
hve euir-.Iy a\v;iy tiinii^ a ;;rciit part. 
ol the aclioD, 

It Icw-nstl.e FicT.ch A'\r iral wai 
convinced th:it tiie X ritifli fleet, 
through tlie vacicty oi efi'»rts it wooid 
n:ake to dole »u «vvv V.v^v, ^n<.\v\^ -ii* 

'ittc : moii oi thcfc were ditadtuUW^^i^ 'tuu^Miiy:. «^^ ^x^Vww 



iority in number of fli'ps 

\r\ favour of the foimer, 

I hitherto carried on with 

[•i?Iity of fuccefs «n both 



)ly to this country. 
1 of the vi»ar rii'htv had 
dilV^ppointe'l in Korth A- 
d enfrflled in the Weft 
ere the A.^em of Great 
rnnint^ined thr nnnvalhrd 
[ the ftra, snd had bc;x"n 
nnpal^n 'f the enfuinf? 
lie moil ahiriniiig fucccfTcfl 
):'.trh nlli'js. 
to rcLricvc thcT;.' difcfrr.Tes 

if I'r;»:!ce focnl the winicr 

ft 

:h<: {,^rcaicil ^tt'oits to re- 
et and enable it to return 
i.:! oFikii] and fortune vriih 
lain. 

•.e end of March, ei«'htv- 
>init dc Gnifle failed from 
e head cf twenty-one (hips 
and a fleet of mrrchant- 
inipnrts, coi.iiitinv^ c»f n^ ar 
:d vt'iTcli:, on boanl of w!:ich 
jiifand troo;)>. liis dtlli- 
tor Mariiniro, where he 
rincd by another fqMadron. 
i\ llren^rth under the Hritifh 
8 on the windward ilation 
t this rime to twenty-one 



<■■ m y i 
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Bicafure accompliflied. Its vani with 
fjpic (hips oi iia centre divtiJon» were 
ill conrL-t]ut*nce of their cnde<ivoiir8 t<3 
get ncarhfin, compcIlLd to fuilaiii fiich 
a lupcriority of i'lrc, as did contidtriihle 
damage to fcvcralof liiciii, tliuiigli not 
without flill more detriment to thofe 
French fhips v/ith wlilch they had 
been bble to clof;.*. 

After makiiisr various ei:deavoiira 
to approach ihcciicmy, find'iig they 
wer;: fruiikfj, from the caution with 
which tlicy ki'pt tl.c wcuhcr-'^age, 
Adiuir.il Hood dctliled hom firing. 
Jiis lofs of men w:k8 very iiicon(idcr- 
:ihlc ; but five of his (hips fufFcred 
much f:{2r.\ tlic r cxccfll\e eagcrnef'* to 
biin^ on n clufe atSlion, wuich had cx- 
pofcd then to the enemy *8 whole fire. 

On I he ilurteculh of /April, Admiral 
Hood made another clFoit to '^n'ln the 
wind of l!ic enemy, in order to renew 
the fight ; but after employ in»T the 
whiilo day to that pnrpofeiiicifeCtiially, 
ciii heiii^ apprized of the bad c.nidiiioii 
of fwvtrulof his fhipi, he thou.;hl it 
nod pruJcnt to iU*er fi>r the ilhud of 
Anli>Mia, to r^-piir their damages. 
Tl^c Trench AJiriiicil, ^y^ peiceiviuj^ 
thit Mint ion, fi>!li.)VM.-d him uiih his 
V hfile fiwCt, and prolFrd fo eUtfc upon 
his rear, th,it the liniilh Admiral was 
r:;M!:pc Ic J tii ma-co a Hand foi iid pro- 
tecti >n ; it wis f) rjl'ili!:", and well 
coni!i,a: ), t!.at iioiwiiliilainlin^ his 
gri;ir f jj) •!i.>iity, no o:l\r a-'xant-^c 
was g;i ».4\1 |jy lue enemy 1I1.1.1 ri:na:n- 
I'l nn?.itacI».;:J in CiJ.i of il.o iiiiiiili 
fl ct. 

/xftcr it Jn! Se;n fn'Ti iently ref.it- 
cH, :i:i 1 j •':!■•. 1 l.y 'JiJ "li ;>> uu 'er Ad- 
niral lli'd u V, hi pii.L,c»:ei t) II ir- 
buiDe^, iti ori.Ttohe r.t hdUu to ub- 
fciVe tie m.»ve ntMUs oF the cm ny, 

ri'.e ^f:lr•l'J H d^ PiowIL*, Governor 
ofMrtia'co, h.i.!, i 1 t!;eineui tiriK-, 
formed a pr.^j ct f.r /up-diu;; St 
L;ic'a, the fitaatiun of uheh eiiuLled 
tliJ Diitilh 13 : t to keep the ''ormrr 
iliaiid i 1 C')nc!!.uilab:m, aiidtodifcover 
an <.oui:rc"..^ all iVc moMons of ih? 




of the tenth of May, he 
dctachrticnt at St Liicia« 
moDci the garrifon to furrendeTi 
though it was at this time £ir fro 
nnmcronsy the ccmmand;:rs, cher f 
turning, a re folate aiiftvcr to the 
fage, prepared thcmfelves with fo 
judgment and courage to rcceite li 
enemyi that they -quickly found \ 
obftinate rcliilance would be made. 

On the twelfth C**unt de UnflCf 
the head of twenty-five fail of the Kg 
Itood in for Gros Iflct Bay^ whcie i 
intended tn cull anchor ; but the I 
from the battiries on luore ohEf 
him to bear away without attcmpdi 
it. rhe Marq:!i» de Buuiile wu a 
more fucccisful on his fide. The d 
poiitions made by General St Lq 
were fo advantageous, notwithfUadi 
the fmallnefs of the force under 1 
command, that the French dU i 
dare to proceed in their intended attM 
and withdrew with the whole an 
mciit to Martinico. 

To compcnfate for tliis fai'oif, 
large body of French troops wif d 
patched to tfLcla 1 :>id(iig •jntheiSk 
C'fTobiigo. On their appearance 
tlie illand on tlie twenty-third of Mi 
an expfcis bring (cmt to A.tDH: 
Rodney, fix Ih-pi of the line wefc i 
dwici to it 4 aiTi'linee, under /idm 
I) i!:e, 'A'it!i a reinforce meat aftnM( 
u; ■Iv.T General tSkc^nc.— ^Adai 
l>.-akc, on his arriv li in ii:»ht of Trt 
fu^ 1! fvovered t!ie iv!io'.c Fienchlv 
c )iifi.li .g of tMcut* -fevcn ihiptof I 
line, h'.'tvvee:i !iim atid tlii.* iflatid. T! 
reiu!eri>i>r it i'r.y). >lljrde to f'JM I 
commiir.ja. Iw rctn.ne.i to iiafWklili 

In t\e n-'in tiin.- the Freadi ii 
ItP'^-d their tr-j^ps, to tiiC WMtat* 
tluee tltoufin I regulars. I^.idkl 
fierce cidl" '.'1*1 10 • »H^u{e . c^rm 4 
nut niu'li rxi^ced ioiir hOfidfcA^-tt 
cj..ii in^ c;.i' fly of phuteiii ■ 

A lai^,: u'liioicemeil arriwi 
Maui irj» wi !i the VUiqut^ ^■ 
aecou.i '.luJ v^'th tiie ^h* 
fi ' t, Mr.\ r ?).e ^ >Uiil dcj 
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rcrf little bopcs remained that 
vomIJ \t^ al)le to mafmaiii ilicir 
d, cfycclallv after rccclviujr uoiice 
btkly of troops intended tor their 
r^ce, iiad I>cen obtlgtd to put 
to avoid faliiiig into the hands 

Fn-nch. 

focn as Admiral Rodncv was 
led, that contrary to his cxpec- 
s, Connt do Gra fie hid fai.cd 
Mirtiiiieo, to fiip.3ort the attack 
Tobago, he weighed anehor iin- 
tcly, and repiiicd with the ut- 
pced to that ifiinj ; hut found, 
airiv.il, on the fiftii of June, that 

already fiirrcndcred two d.'^ys 



t:ius 



lib the French were i.ius em- 
1 in the Wotl Indies, ilicir allies, 
p:.n:.'::ds, were enle .▼.)unng to 
r triofe provinces o-j the conti- 
f Njith Ameiica^^hich they had 
the preceding; war. I) jn Ber- 
dj GaUez was cncoura^red to 
m expedition a;i;ainil Peufacola, 
>riiicii)al Ijrilir.i fcttlemeut in 
FLrlda, which, after an obilinate 
:e was obliged to fiirrender, 
e fiiccelTes of. Spain in this re* 
part of the world did not, how- 
:ompcnfjte for the cor. (1 ant dif- 
itmcut of all its efforts again {I 
kar. The licgc of this import- 
'trcfs was continued at a prod:;;i- 
.pcncc, but without makin;^ the 
•ropjrefs. No more had been ac- 
iPiied bv the fleet and army tiiat 
:d it, than to reduce the garnfon 
;at ftraits for wantof the proper 
ty of provifions ; but this was 
onveniLiiCc to which it fubmiited 
a firmntfs and alacrity truly 
Tiing, and highly meritorious, 
•m the departure of Admiral 
:y iu the middle of February, the 
)a waited till the month of Oc- 
without making any alteratioa 
e ufual ratios ; but as winter 



Eilott to reduce the allomincc of bread 
and of meat, and to make fome other 
f« ; ;ulat ions ticceffary for cnforci::g the 
Aridcd aconomy iu the arlicli: of 
food. 

In the beginning of the year ei;jhty- 
onc^ proviiijns began to be extremely 
fcarcc, through the expenditure of al- 
mofl all that remained in the public 
fiores, and the indefatigable vij'ilanc*; 
of the enemy's crui/trf^, in cuiting off 
tl.'j CDmmumcatiun by fea. About 
the middle at February, the town 
hnkers left off work, fur v.ant of f cur; 
and many of the poorer fort wanted 
bit ad. At this time the price of irt ill 
provifions was exec IT: ve. Small pigi 
fjJd at tvvop;uine;?i. ; turkeys ar three, 
gccfc at tl'.irty (hillinps ; fov.Is ar.d 
duels s At ten flullings ; dama;^ed bifcuit 
a fliiilipg i!ie pound ; pcufc* eighteen 
p. nee ; and all oilier nccefraiie* 
jn proportion. The fcaicliy of fi.el 
was more felt than of any other article, 
as it fometimes h^tppencd to be hardly 
fuHicicnt for the drefiing of vidluals. 

'I'hc dillreHesof the garrifon were 
veil known in England, m well as the 
abfolute necefliiy of relieving them 
without delay. But I he numerous de- 
oiandri of affidance i^om the various 
quarters of the world, where the war 
was now wagiiig, rendered this fcrvice, 
however indifpenlible, a matter of the 
greated dif!ir:ulty. 

The fleets of France and Spain were 
at this period lying ready prcpated in 
poit, for the purpofe of obilru«^l!ng 
anv fuccours to this fortr*:ls. The 
{s'\ce at Bred was cnlculated at twenty- 
fix fail of the line, and that at Cadis 
at thirty. 

To encounter this formidable aTma- 
ment, no greater (Ircngih could bt col- 
lected than twenty eight fliips of the 
line : which indeed was no fmall t(fott|^ 



confidering the prodigious exertions 
that Great Britain was at tliis hcur 

pproachiug, the apprehenfion of mak:ng again ll fuch a number of. en- 

nger and difficulty that might emics. 

ibe fending of fupplles «t that Tlii*fteeX v?^* coTtvtsvMv^Wc ^t 

f ihe year, iad'Jct:d Governor Adn\ui\iD;kt.^^*,'D'".'^T^^sA^^*'»'^ 



^^&aue\^ 
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oflicirs of great profeflional czcellence. 
It waSf hawcvft, much doubted 
yr\ ■ thcr they wouM he able lo acco:n- 
^hfli fo • :dLf^U8 a ddij^n ns the rehtrf 
cf GibraUai in the tace of fo formula- 
bh' ap oppofitir.n. 

They lailcc from Prirfrr.outh about 
the midille nf Murch ei;;hty*ot>Cy irfth 
a cotivu) of four hundred rr.erchantmen 
and traiifpcrlB, for the Wift and the 
£ail Indies. The iicciHiiy of taking 
in prc'vifi'-insdetzii^icd ihcin fome time 
at Corke in 1 1 eland; from whence thry 
jtroceedcd Willi il.e whole fleet fur the 
]}lrK:ea uf their deft ination. 'J'he mer- 
chunimen huviiig left thcnn,to coniini:e 
llitir rtfptctive voyages, t} cv llcend 
dIrccMy for Cuiilz, vvhtre they fuund 
the Spanilh ficct moored in the har- 
bour. 

Great had been the threats of .Spain, 
that its nnvnl ilTcnt^th would crufli that 
of Great Britain, were it to attCinpt 
the relief of Gil rait ar. To thii intent, 
tit number of fln'pb compofing the fleet 
a^ Cadiz was liighly magnified, and 
cviry kind of cxnggcration ufed in or- 
<:i:r to deter the- Critifii Miniller from 
haz3i\*ing fuvh a mea'^ure. The Span iffi 
i^Jmirul, D- n Loiiis dc Cordova, was 
ordered to cruize on the coafts of Spain 
and Port u;ral \n'th the ollenfible ^iew 
of mcctin»r und lighting the Britifh 
feet. 

After keepincf the fca about the 
fpixe of three weeks, he was aceident- 
ally informed of its approach ; tpou 
^'hich he withdrew cxpeditioufly into 
Cadi?. ; fiifficicritly proving tl.crtby to 
the worhl, huw little he dared to look 
tlie En<rlifli in the face upon terms of 
cqu iity. 

France on the other hant\ \va« fo 
taken up witli the vaft pn»jeits that 
fl:ehad formed in the VVtIl Indies, 
Korih America, and the Lr.tl, tlmt i) c 
referred her naval ftrengtli totally for 
thofe purpofes ; thinking, probably, 
T.iat Spain ca;;[ht to prcve herlelf ab'e 
t > provide efleduaily for the fafety of 
her owD Cfjailfi. 
Tbt Brhilh jBcct. in the mcaii \AiaC) 




conTcyed thelonff«wanied ^.^^j™. 
Gibraltar. In this* howerert^lE 
^'ith great obf^ru^ion from tfcc 
fiep-ers. The gun-boats, alreauy m 
tioned, ivesrf now rr.ueh fncrcifed 
number and f^rength of cnnftrnttiB 
and in felted the bay in fiich a maitt 
as greatly to cmbarrafs the debarktfi 
of {lores. As no veflels of the fa 
kind had been yet prepared to opp 
them, it was with much difiiciilty I 
niifrhief they intended could ^ p 
vented. 

Their intention was to fet fire to 1 
florc-lhips. To this purpofr, tl 
iipproached them every moming 
haxy weather, to the number of betw 
t^^enty and thirty, fcvera] of ' tb 
cari\ inp mortar pieces. A s they d 
both fnilti af*d oars, and wilhdirv 
the rifiitiT of any breeze, they eluded 
piirfnit. I'hey occaficned for m 
trouble, that feveral {lent irigaCci v 
obliged to Hat ion themfelvea aloaf 1 
bRv, f(.r the protcdicn cf the fliippil 
1 his did not, however, hinder th 
frcim continuing their tnoletlatiofr 
was the greitcll grievance to the 1 
tifhoihccrsand feamcn ; as, notvi 
{landing their iitmoft vigilance and i 
tivity,tiiey Crldom coi:id get Tuficici 
near thefe ruuhcats to do' theai 
dan^age, while, from continual cipl 
enre, thofe who managed then 1 
aequiied fuch habitual dextcritji W 
kiiww with the niccfl exa^ncfi vl 
puhriun to take to do the moft cftA 
execution on any part of the towt 
bay they had in view. 

But thefe were incoafidentlk ■ 
tives of veication compated 10 1 
great object now attained: GBmI 
w:fS now completely rclicvcdf nil | 
intoa (lare that would longcaribkH 
hid defiance tothetrnemy; TU^I^ 
hud been done in a manter i^ 
honourable to Great Bm«l^ i«Mi 
tifying to Spain, as well 81 to' 
of both which it had hi^ v 
that Admiral Rodney's drt" 
Gibraltar in thepfeocdiHg 
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leJaft thatthtfEngllfh would dare of them wai very humane ani! com^ 

icn-.pt. paffijaatc : they v/crc allovved a free 

^:iil.; Europe exprffTcd unlvcrfal pafTi^c to En^laii J, and were fuppliel 

kiftimont at the invincible (pint with provinous fir t'le voyage, 
ivhicn the Dritiih nati'ua had u'.i- la the be^'Mniii^ of June, the cne- 

«kc II and atch it VL'd an eNploic of fo my had relaxed ci^niiJcrxbly in their 

o'js a nature, the Court of Spain, firing^, feldom exceed iii;^ fix hundred 

nfed at tliis uatxpeclf-d difappoint- fliJt in a day. They continued ^rndu- 

t, d|LterQiined on the profccutiun ally to diminin^ it fo remarkably, that 

8 intent with additional exertions, towards the end of Au:^ull, they fel* 

works before the town were car- dorn fireJ in ilie day, and only dlf- 

on with more vigour than ever, charged fi'c or (even, and fooietiineft cot 

the mod tr^menduas prcparationi above three (hot in the night. 
£ made to make it feel the rcfent- But in default of the. batteries at 

t of an exafpcraied cnc4-:iy. land, the gunboats i>,rovcd a terrible 

*heir batteries were mounted with annoyance. They renewed tljcir ai- 

I of the heavied metal, and with tacks every day, and feldonr} f.iiled d(>« 

tar-picce^of the largeft dimenfions. ingmoreor Wis of execution, whicii 

• number of the former amounted though not material, ferved ncvertheleri 

eir two hundred, and of the latter to keep tlieganifon in pcrpetuar aU 

above fourfcc.'e. llie difch^rge arms. 

1 this prodigious artillery was laorder to rcilrain thcni,a battery 

dful. It continued day and night, of guns peculiarly calculated to thror 

I hsirdly any intermiflion, three full tlieir (hot to a great diilance, wa« 
ksy during which one hundred erecled as near as poGioIe to the ene- • 
ifand pounds of gunpowder were i^y. As it reached tlieir very camp^ 
'umed, and four or five thoufand it was deteii^incd to open it upon 

or inells were thrown into the them as oftei^ as the gunboats made 
n every twenty-four hours* their attacks, Tiiia being foon pcr- 
^he narrow* e^ent of tlie fpot upon ceived by the enemy, they thought it 
:h this (hower of dellru^ion fell, prudeut to defid in fome meafure fronn 
too much expofed to efcape its a mode of hollility which thty fount! 
iks. The houfes, in number about was condantly producllve of another 
Hundred, were moitly dedroyed, no lefs dellrudivc to thcinfdves. 
tlie inhabitants, computed at more By the clofe of Novcmbrr, the hea- 
lth re e thoufand. experienced every fiegeis had with immenfc toil and cx« ' 
Uhip that corddarife from the del* pence, brou^^ht their works to that 
lion of their liwelliugs : fcveral of ilace of perfection they intended.^- 

II were killed, and they were all l*he care and ingenuity which had been 
trained to remove out of the town, employed upon them were extraordi- 
to take i?ielter at a didauce under nary ; and it wns generally cxpcded 
n, \vi:h fuch accommodati(ms as that they would be accompained with 

i be contrived in fuch a fccnc of tiie end propofed. The bell engiacers 

'ufion a:id horror. ' in Fr^^ace and Spain had united their 

>n the departure of the fleet, num- refpedive abiliiies upon this occafion, 

of them took that opportunity of and both kingdoms were fdlcd with 

ing the town, and going hqme on the mod fanguineexpeClatioos of their 

-d the tranfports. Many of them f jccefs. 

lived long iu the place, in com- While Europe dood, as it were m 

ibJcy and fome 10 genteel circum* fufpenfe concerning the fate of Gibral- 

x»t who were now reduced to great tar, and many imagined, from tho . 

eft. Goveroor EUiett'^ treatment prodig\«u&e&oiU ^ ticu^ 'u^^^<;Ulxv;>x 
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could nM make a muca Ioniser rrfift- pabltc. Butthcj were aott 

anc«f, thcBntifh Goveraor was,raeditat« with thit energy and per 

ii;rIntvUat manner to overthroxir at (luring this rt:iiii>n9wlifch bad aCtead 

once lhc:r long cH<:rifhed hones, by the them in the la(t. Oppofition irar 

total Heftructum of %vhat had required fume meafure grown weary of a btti 

fo r.-.::jh t;:;u', (!:!!], aud bbour to ac- tei.tioii which was evidently fraSllel 

comj'lini. and produced infinite pains a^idln^ 

Intlic ni>rht of the twenty- feventh gles to no purpofe. The nation M 

of NovtmbcT, a chofcn body of two was becom - carelefs and inattentive * 

thouiand men was aHj.iiblv.d, in order many rcfucdls to the priiccedtngi ( 

lofuiv from the town, and rivHroy the Parliament in all cafes of this natar 

enemy's advanced works and batteiie*. from a con r i dlion t hit whtt ever sre 

They marthtd out with great order the dcfires of the public, they wtm 

and (ilcncc, about two o clock in the be contradicted and flighted, ifop^ 

morning, under the command of Bri;^- file to ihofe of minlflry. 

jradicr- General Rof:;. They proceed- It was an objcCl of no f.nal! furpril 

«dwi'h theiitmofl fj^ccd to theenemy'a t^.n v bile meeiin/s were held in ^ 

v/crkr, which thev atMcked and ilorm- many c;iii:itries, cities, and towns, I 

rd u-icn tiic moll adoniihin^ rapidity, thi^purpofc of reprobitinr Parlisnci 

*rhc encny were thrown into fiioh tary mcafiiresy and peiitioniiig t1 

oinfuliou, tliat iliey fled on every fi Jc. Ic^n'flalurc for a total ch/»n;je in tt 

Th^ ^irns and monads on the batteries pclitioal [yfUcm uf this cou.itry, il 

were ail fpiked. Tlie nrtillcry-mrn, memb;:r» chofen by thofe very plapei 

Qrtificerf, «:Rd f.iil'>rs, exerted them- fhouM ad and vute in inanifcft ak 

i'elvcs with fo much vi;rour, that in the conllant oppofition to the fenfc of tU 

fojcc of an liot.r, the magazines of conRituents. 

powder were blown up, the ftorc- In the mean time, the niptnre vrS 

honfe.: of ;;rrn% am:nu:rlti') i, and mili- Holla. id, and the lufles incurrc'd bytl 

I !iry implements of every k-nd, a^.d all Dutch, cKcafioned great difcoatd 

th'i woikj t]:ut had bi'cn conflruMcd, and complaints in ( imn cf the fts 

vere ftton fire, and totally coiifumcd. vinces: that «»fZealind in particola 

Tl.e dairjarc done to the enemy upon wliiLh from il. coai;iierc*al intcrel 

tlii'i occ;!rj<>:i was pro'.ii^jious : it was was more dufely con iiedcd with Gw 

compM'.ed at near i\7j millli*ns fteiling. Britain than the otliers, expirefled 

'i'iiis b(>!d r«.n I well condu-^V.'d action (Iron;; averfenffs to the hoiltlc difpol 

llvuck the tncmy with a furprizc and tion they profell. 

thread of llie rcfolution and dcxtvrity '1 hefc remDnftranre*, bowcveriad 

of the bcfiep[*:d, Torn which it was f mndcd, made no imf>rellioii om A 

evident by tlieir fubiWjuent operations, Statrs. 'j'he Frencii f iclion waSBpt 

ihey were a Ion;; tiiv.e in recoverinor. become fi> p AVcrfvil, tint Al) rcafosiM 

The hopes entertained by ll.eir beil andar^runicrit w:»s ov^r-ruled« B«d 11 

olficcra hi';;an to diininirti. Nothings refohit ion taken to profecuie hoMiW 

but the dif;;r:>ce of abandoning an en- againtl Gre.u Brirain wtih ike tkuall 

tcvpri;-.L' on whicli the honour of the vi^oui*. 

Span ilh nation fcemid in a manner to The naval force of the Uaifccd JW 

cicpe:2d, prompted them to continue vinees bore at this time no pMMjMi 

It, after this decitive proof of the p-e- to its fplendour ia the daya of-*"" 

carionfaefs of all their cfForls and ex- * when it was nble to meet -ihtf. 

crtions. iiren-th of Eigland -Mid Ff*i 

The Parliamentary debates upon the ocean, and was eqUalW"** 

ibofe vario'js fubjeCts wbi J\ wctc \.\\t and the ifd miration -of tntf 

co/ifc'^aeiiceaor the A.m*:r\can Wat, Vowtk^rc^ -^^1^^% ^w«»t * 
plojed, as ufual, tUc atuntiau oi viit ^a« ^^^l \vfc^\«» vai 
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g any navul war. During 
:fvaly their (hipping had 
kingrufTcd by the occiipa- 
ice and commerce ; and 
the lad power, agaiwil 
al bten expected, they 
11 compcllca to draw the 

;\v of their marine, it wss 
(adequate to the ideas en- 
the reil of Europe. They 
.vareofti.e grcatnefa and 
the peril to ivhich their 
idenily oxpofcd, from the 
of the enemy ^iih whom 
contend, together with his 
ul the entcrpriiingncfs of 
>n. But notwiihltanding 
iccof prefcrving their corn- 
only foundation of their 
irolperity, thty were un- 
■ '\tt\t: to equip any more 
hips of the line ; two of 
d fcventy guns and five 
1 fifty men, the nine other 
ifi r.K.r liiuulrcd and fifty 

reinaioiltr ai' their fleet 

f:fu tn fliips of fifty guns, 

ndrcd men, two of forty 

(idred and .fifty, fourteen 

and two hundred and 
en of twenty ;ind cuehund- 
enty, bcfidea I^me armed 
er force. 

but a fliadow of their an 
at fca ; but dcpendin;j on 
uf the enemies to Great 
y were not without hopes 
ad a^iiinil fwch detached 

maritime forces, as (he 
:rf»iii the rcceifary defence 
rou.> pOiTuHloub in fo many 
glubc. 

le fi:ll objeifls in contem- 
igihe mercantile clafies in 
as the interception of the 
''ai conveying to England 
of Italia. Preparations 
:o that intent ; but they 
idy at the time propofcd ; 
threw this rich prize into 

cc arrimg la Fitmcci ^at 



puioii Xbm ta\ uo WM iwg 3iq«n|B.\ siiji 
wards, cfcorted only by four (hips of 
the line» twice as many were difpatch* 
ed under M. de la Mqttc Piquet, wlio 
fell in with it OJI the fecond of Majr 
eighty-one, and captur;:d more than 
lulf the convoy. The remainder touk 
Iheltcrin the ncareft ports in Ireland. 
The BritiPi minidry was medltatinjj 
on the other hand, in what raanner to 
reduce moll efTccluaHy the power of 
Holland. The rvadicll metho^l ia 
compafs this end, was obvioufly by at- 
tacking its foreign ftttlemeats ; whicli 
from a long duration of peace, were 
not fufficiently ^prepared to reliit & 
fudden and vigorous attempt. 

To this intent a fquadron was fitted 
out J conQilIng of a fcvcnly-four' a 
fixty-four and three fifty gun (hips» 
with fome frigates and oihcr vcfiels. 
A body of three thoufand men in 
tranfports accompanied it. Conimo* 
dore Joh niton commanded the fquaJ- 
ron« and General Meadjws ihe troops. 
The ohjedl of this expedition was 
the Cape of (lood Hope ; by depriv- 
in^r the Dutch of whictiy their commu- 
nication with t!ie Eall Lrlics would 
have been materially ialcrrupttd, if 
not in a manner cut off. /\iarmed at 
the danger of lolinV this important 
p ilTefiion, they applied to the court of 
• France, for timely alFiibiice again ft 
the dcliign, which, they doabtcd nut, 
was m ai^iiatiou in Eiigla.id. 

France being little Icfs interefted 
than Holland itfclf, in the prcfcrvatioii 
of this place, readily exerted itfclf for 
the protedion of i: agaiuft Great Bel* 
lain. M- dc SufFrcin, aniofTicer of 
great couraije, Ciiled i:nmedijtely with 
five fliips of the line, befides frigates^ 
and a btxly of land forces to oppofe 
the Britifli armament. 

Commod^>re Juhnflon had in hit 
way to the Cape, flopped at the Cape 
Verd Iflands, to wood and w^rer hii 
(hips, and refrefli his men. He now 
lay at anchor in i'ort Praya in the 
idand ot St jago. So little vraus t(\A - 
approach o( 'ACi cv\^m^ W^^^^^^^ ^^e^siBl 
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fqtindront were at that tim? on fliorcy 
cmp?nyed io cicciipiitions relative to 
the niipptng, orfruin motivci of relax- 
oii-jn. 

On the mornir.,'; of the fistccrth of 
Apiii, the Firnch /([UHcIron under M. 
4t SufTrcIn w'as dcfcricrd omin;; rounU 
a pcini at the eallcrn extremity of the 
Yiarhour. On this dilJuvery, f}^m\% 
were cxpeditioiifly thrown out for the 
people aH.ore, to haften on board, and 
every pieparatiun wab made lo receive 
the enemy. 

Nutviithflaiidirfr the Britifh fqhnd- 
ron was completely furprircd on this 
occafion. it (lood the attack of a much 
f:iperior force, with a cuohiefs and re- 
£j] lit Ion, at which the French ircre 
equally aftontfhcd and perplexed ; as 
they had prom i fed themlclves viAoiy 
from the inferiority of the En^h'fhiind 
the dilurder in which they fuund 
tbim. 

M. <?e 5?:?frrcin at t?'e head of his 
line of hat tic Oi!p«, penetrated into the 
miflil of the Kriiifli flipping, which 
ieciudiccfKail Indinmen and tranfports, 
•ciouiitul tij aV.mii forty f:iil. Three 
•: the Fit:iLh iliij^s dn>f ptu tluir an- 
ch:>rif, i:iu' cuuiiiicnccd a htavy cannn- 
»de ; M.!iich was ictUriud uiih jrn at 
iyArii Ircm 'v.ry fnip in the Br.iifh 
itet.tliatco'iM brliivc it J guns to bear 
»p,rii thcfi; ; ih*: I alk Iiulia men par* 
ticitlurly feccnded the P ipa of war 
tr.'th great prc:r.ftlti!;:e ind eflect 

W'j.Ie M.tieSuii'ieiii Jay at anchrr 
enj^n^i'i^ thellt-tt, his two otr.cr line 
ot battle Hips r.'Ti;;fu ulong the har- 
hi'V.T^ direciing fi»c wlme it c(JiiId do 
mui excci;::-!!. The fiul.t wii« con- 
linurJ in t^is manner I'lirinp an hour ; 
whrii one of the ihrte Fiench (lilps at 
tBchor, havini^ l)il her captain, the 
crew cut l:er cubic and quitltd her 
Kaiiuu. M. de .SufTicin's own (hip 
Ir-iii t.bii;4cd to (hrer ofl' In the fume 
banner : the il.Irc, aflcr lof^nji all her 
tti^iits, w::( to wed cffin a moll fliattered 
ctyj/diiioii, and did not (tfcdi herefca;ie 
Hi; /If L't t'lc utiiiud di£!lv:u\lY* 
'ilrv wcie puifu,:d la tUvi itUc^X. 



by Commodore^oTiDflooy i^^ 
utinoft efforts t9 overtake A^b^ 
hr wns pr c vewt ed from conl iouiiijr 
ptirfuit far, by the lafcrFority of 
force he had to fuilow xnd CDCon 
them, thedetrilhent it hadxierencd 
action, the latenefscif the hoiirat wl 
he was ab!e to Hand out to let d 
(hem, and above all» the danger 
be in<r carried out of the traft rf 
defl'nnidrt, in the very uoccfl 
qucrt of a flyiiij^renemv. 

Tlin* ended a icon^-d. «hereia 
French had not unreafonably ptn 
cd themfelves the fulleft fuccefs, wl 
it is confiiiercd at what a difadnnli 
tiiey had taken the Engh'ft. 1 
honour acquired by thcfe in fadngi 
repeliin^^, upon fo fhort a notice, 
enemy every way fo fuperior, was i 
kiiowleJ|>;ed to be extraordiaary. a 
made no finall imprelTion on tho(e« 
were competent judges of the anco 
mon effortsof adlivity and valour, wl! 
they muft have cxtrtcd upon fu criti 
ane:nergcncy^ 

Flav:-.);^ ri'paircd the damans rrce 
cd in this engagement, the Bm 
fquat!ron kft i'ort Praya, on the p 
ferution nfits orgiual plan. Son^ 
the bell faih.ig frijiatis were difpatc 
ed to expl jre the fituaiion ot the a 
ir.y. 'I'ht'v had the pood fortune 
capture a Dutch Eaft [cdiamaii,U 
with wail.ke Hores and provirioiii.t 
a J.irjrc lum of money lor the toi 
mei)t5. 

They learned at the fame time, tl 
M. de Suft'rein vith a fleet of trs 
porn was arrived at the CapCyipd'k 
lauded a verv conufiJerabIc body 
tn«;>fi for the prote^ton of tk 
Dutch colony. Tijc French W f 
it inu> a (IrouiT flate of dcfeab^-^ll 
fumilhed it with aDumeroui gnitifl 
which, added to the ftitngth i^ 
there, exeeeced that whm wif^ 
tiued to attack it. ^•" "^ 

On receiving this IntdlHJp' 
Britifh comma odcrft thoVM-" 

Vi^ vwv^uideni to pcrfift i£ 

{Gk^ V*]\ \m.«q^ \« 
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place. In<<rf<»", howrcvcr, not to re. 
tiiro hq.T4e v^itlivut having aunovcii 
the enemy, the armamcot procecdcj 
|o the Bay of S<ildana, lying aboyt 
forty miles north o^^ie Cape, where 
they had been informed, that a nu^n* 
berof Dutch £all In Jidmeti lay thit 
were homcwArd hound, and w.iited the 
irrival of fome French fir ps offjrce^ 
(fore they diivR contliiue ta(;ir voyage. 
ComniO'itre Jjhniloa having vitli 
^reat indullry aud pcrfooal excrcioa, 
fully rccbnnQitrcd their Atu ition, en- 
tered the Ray on the tweaty-firil of 
yilff and fu^prifcl ihcm, before, ihcy 
were ablets accornplilh tiie 'dcllruc- 
iion of their (h ps witirh they had in 
funded foqner, than fufler them to. fall 
ipto hit hands. Pour out^of live were 
Uken, and preft^rved from the flames, 
through the courage and dexterity of 
Cfie fcari^tn. They proved very valua- 
ble prizes ; non^* bein^ under a thoiif- 
«id tons burden : three, came ffom 
Chinai and one irom UengaL 

The critical lltuition of the Dutch 
was well under ft ood in England. Tiic. 
WcakfirrCs of their manne, and tlie dif- 
ficulty of putting it on a refpedtahle 
/poting were well known ; biil the 
xmmcnfe weight of hoUile power, a- 
|rain(b which Great Britain was ob- 
liged to bear up on every Qde, preclud- 
ed thofe exeitions, of which the- uttity 
was apparent 9 from b^iiiir cirried to 
a fifEcient extent, for the full accom- 
p]i<h nent of the defi^n propofed. 

It wals not without ^reat dint of 
Snana^emegtfe that a fquadron was pro- 
vided for the pnrpofe of watching the 
ipottons of the piitch on tlicir coati. 
They were employed, in equipping a 
namber of their iicNiteft. fliip<, for the 
prote<^iQD of a. Urge fleet of merch;)nt- 
men, bound to the Northern Sea. The 
cbronnanil ortbrm was, given to Ad- 
niral Zoutmaos a rtfuli^te and experi- 
enced fearncfi. The fonce he had 

eoofiftcd 9f c>j(h( (hip^of thejinci frpio 

ferenty four io fifiy four g'uns, ttn 
%pi«^(#d £imis otlier armed veflcK 



M'hI of their frirates» were vtrf 
lari^e, apd carried uucommun wtight 
of nctaL 

Fhe.Britifh fquadrQn ^vas command* 
ed by Adinir.il liydc ti:rkv",a vetcraa 
olRc*!", of notwii Lutrcrp'Jity. He was, 
al thi^ time, eg ivoyiri); inc. itofiieward 
bju'^d trade from tlic liainc,, a»« 
m^iuutiu;; tu up va.vls uf an bui;d*cd 
fail. On the 5lh ot Vii;ui. he >«;)I 
iu wi.hr '^h^ ',Dl»Iw^ iq.iaiir.ju oj the 
D.i,;^cr B«lu£, acjonp.inyin^.a r*ur3Y 
ei'iusflccp cH'.iAv-rcti.iatm'JU i{oinr^' o 
ih»; Biiiic. Ai I'jjna-j Admital Parker 
lui pruviicJ i >i; ilic f .fciy uf his ton-r 
voy^ by .dctacUnig moii. A \ut t.i^.>\cf 
fji- it» protec\.v):i, he* hoi^ jwa.* lo iSt 
eni:;ny Hioilrcn;th coiili'tc ' ^*X ta 
old eighty puii ihi,i, that c:'rii».i no 
heavier mttol lit an a h*^ty, au nI ■ fisty 
that hid been diichar {cfl, but :^^\f 
re:itred for fcrvice. tw.) ii.vrncy«i ••. s, 
a lixty four, and a tittv ; t.. .^Wct u^ 
was obliged (•> add a fri;r*t ^ '-'^ fortv^ 
four guuii, in order to fu; ply t iO inr 
equality of hi* line of batlie m r..ini* 
bcr to that of the enemy 

The adtion be^an at ci^ht n the 
morniugy with in kfs than mu/kct-fhot 
diilance. It laded near f^'ur hourSf 
with equal bravery on each fide. The 
fire from the Englifli fcjiinrlroa w^f 
kept up with uncommon fpirit, and 
di<i dreavlful execution ; f >me of the 
(hips difchar^Tcd above two thoufand 
fhct. The Dutch frigates fccor.dtd 
their line with great refolution, by 
taking fuch poGtions, as enabled tluni 
to r<:kc th.' Bririfh flapping ; which 
for want of an adequnte proportion of 
frigates, could notailaii the enecay in 
the like maoner. 

fiui « notwithdaoding.thiR deficiency 
the Dutch frigate! were, in a (hort 
time, Glencedy and compelled to with* 
driw. In the mean time, both fqna* 
droDs had received fo mach damage^ 
that about noon. they were become 
cqjuUy .unixvina^ahlr* TJk .£xiiilB 
Admiral tifcd I\\s wi«kvi^ (k\V\ \ck Vrx.-^ , 
the fi,\p3 va ^ Yvue, vA \» «i^vvw^ 
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the aAion ; but foand it impradica- 
Vc* The Dutch were in the fame 
fituation. After lyint^ to a confider- 
tblc time near each other, the Dutch 
haviPg fulTered moft, did not thinicit 
sdfifeable to renew the engagement. 
«nd in order to fave the convoy* of 
which thcf had charge, and which 
was of immenfe value, they took the 
fefolution to bear away with it to the 
Texd. 

fiut though the Dutch fqnadron ef- 
feded an efcape, it wai in fo (hattered 
■ condition, that it could hardly be 
prefrrved from 6nkin;]f. It was with 
the ntmoft difEculty brought into port 
by the help of the miny frigates that 
fortunitely attended it. One of the 
largfefl fhipi, mounting feventy guns^ 
went to the bottom in the ni;;ht after 
the aif^ion ; and moft of thr reft were 
Tendered toully unferviceabYe. 

Such was the iffiie of this celebrated 
engagement, the firft that had happen- 
ed between the Englifh and the Dutch 
for upwards of a century. The valour 
and emulation difplayed by both 
parties was in no wife inferior to that 
which had been exrrted by their rc- 
fpcr^tve anceftoni, when contending 
for the empire of the ocean, in the 
days of Cromwell and Charles ti»e 
Second. 

The flain and woxmded on board 
of the Br>rifh r<}uadron, amounted to 
about f(Hir hundred and fifty, among 
whom were ieveral officers of »cry 
fuperior merit ; bet the fimc Kfl on 
board of the Dutch fhips, thou^^h en- 
deavoured to be conceafed, waa weil 
■Inown to exceed a thoiHand. 

The vittory waaiadifputablyon the 
£de of the Britifh .Admiral. He re^ 
mained with his f(^tdron on the place 
of a6^ian after the enemy hod quitted 
it. The Dutch fquadron was obliged 
Co abandoQ to their own care the 
BierchantmcR under iia convoy* a^id 
thefe were comp''Ded to drop the pro- 

J KUti iia of their vojig^ and nuke 



the beft of their wif to their.,iefifW . , 
homes. ' _, 

Thia wta the fevereft difappoirt* 
ment that could have befallea the 
Dutch; in thiaj^eet were ceatere4 
the hopsi ani reMorcea of the mer- 
cantile claTss, which had been at a 
vaft expence in fitM'ng it out for in 
ofuil dcHf nation to the northern parti 
of Europe : they now faw themfJ^ci 
totall/ excluded firom that prind^il 
fund of thdr commercial opulence^ 
anJobligedyfo riieir great mortinci* 
tion, to have recourfe to the afliiaiioc 
of Fraate for proteftion on their ova 
coafta. 

The States General of the Sevn 
United Ptovinces, were fully fenfibktf 
all thefe calamities : but they pmdcni^ 
ly buried then in (ilence, and adverted 
only to the neceiCty of reviving the 
courage of the public^ and preventing 
any popular defpondcncy. The valoor 
of thofe officers and men who bal 
fought in the late adion was extollei i 
in the warmeft terms ; honours and 
rewards were decreed to them in the 
moft ample and generous Rkanner,aad 
nothing was forgotten to imprefs the 
world with the hi<heft fenfe of their 
merit, and to excite a fpirit of emulav^ 
tioii throughout the people. 

'Die glory and fuccefs of this tt- 
gagemeni were duly acknowledged !■ 
Eagland : but heavy compLiints weve 
made that a fuffi :ient force htA not 
been adigned to Ad.niral Parker^ fbr^ 
the purpi«fes that might have hcM 
accomplifhtd on this occaiion* Hal 
bis fquidron been properly rcinfiMVedi* 
which it was a(fcrted might have beei 
done, no doubt was entertainedflnM' 
his known bravery and abtiitiea» tM 
a total dcftrii^ti jn^ or capture of tilt 
Dutch fquadron and coafoy» WiW . 
bjve been the confeqaeoce. • *- 

On the returo of thk Mdk iftl^' 
ronto the Nore, the (ervte ddv^^^'' 
th:: Ai-Tv>ral was notitid'ili * 
aoil diflin^uifbed m/awtn'^n^ 
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ired him with a visit, and treated blocked up, and their trade iatercep* 

rith those marks of attention and ted from the moft beneficial quartera* 

I to^which he was lb emiaently The Dutch who had not for a century 

d. experienced any of the diftrefles arifin^ 

rifig the remaioj^r of the year from a nayal war, now fflt them tm % 

irt9 ff H4»|laQd wct^campladf grcaie|cunft 
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trench defeated nt ^erjcy.^ Siege- ^ M/wfm.— -IfiKM^ 

Operations hi the CbanneL 
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A,jT'Vryk bud tl'C intrum^" «f 
"^ ' i ./re lu-.ii f*» liici:ct}>iul a- 
g''>..l' Ou at Britain ar. ill tltc ; rcfcnt 
var. -|,, 1,^,1 contrived to ^-clrillL* an 
uiuxrin^njihaljlc fl:ur.c lu the IMtifti 
o™ tf ieli' ftp h:id pcrfuadcd Spain, 
?;,aiij<l the «1car iiitrrnll of that 
monarchy, to u; itc with her in afT.rt- 
mr thtir iiuVji' j:t:c ncc. She h'nl In- 
ifv',' I'i i:<r fiv.ii I'l.it .' '. Pri.vincvs in 
a qu.nr*-! uiih th jr aMoitii: and firef^ 
ally. She bad drav. u ai> Kiiropc ii to 
a confederacy for tKr rliiliuttior of 
the naval potver of this cou'itry, and 
had ciprived itofa!) it^alliw^, and al- 
mullof all i'9 well wiflieiK. 

In the midll of th:< tUirm, Brit-in 
fceincd, h.owcver, to ht:*vc its ciicn'.it », 
not only by »lir grtatntfs of the fpirit 
^Ith whiJ. (he encountered thim, hut 
r.o lefs by ti.e prodigious* miiliiplicity 
ci her refourres. In the Le^iDiiin^ of 
the )car T.-^hty one, the n>£ritinc 
fircngth of all Luropf wai dram n out 
mgalnil htr ; lu» the lift of hci fleets 
a;u' arrr.ies anoM'ird tlrm no rtafon to 
hi^K that her powtr x^ns en the de- 
line. Her internal defi-nec was pro- 
vided f 'r in iuch a nianiicv, agpri elud- 
ed all rxpeciatit'iis ot n^.king the lead 
in^pr'.iTi.'i. upon this >n.<i('. She had 
V'.rx ':»'ous f«Tie« in the Lntl and \\\{\ 
Indies, and was n nkin};: the inuil vi];o- 
r(=U5 tfft.itu ir» An « liea \\%:r navy 
w-ab on the motl formidahle fcoting, 
coi.firting of no left than four hundr- 
ed and thiity vclTelK, in moil excellent 
couditi-n. i-.J n:a.:ncd v.iih \.\\c VitVl 

*Md b»tcit l'cau«ea iu Luio^Ci ti^ca 



by xht confcflion of bcr rtrj ^■ 
en^i\a 

'J he flectn of France, ^paiii vat 
PJcllaod did harnly more than npi 
th» fe of Grral firitnin in nmr.brr, K 
MM fir inferior to t!Km in goodiA 
of confttuCtiun. Ihc failoit, lb«A 
of lloUcnd excepted, were ibidr 
compiifcd of l.indfnnen, nnafedtu,ma 
avei Te to that element on uhich tBCf 
were cimpelled to fcrve. Fii*C^ 
with all its ixertions, did net rcckfla 
ircrc ;han tvo hundred and fin^ 
four veiTils of all tateb ; and Spfl 
not upwards (*( one hundred aal 
twcr.ry-fcur^ Holland counted h0^ 
fixty. 

The rcfiduc of kuropean nniic 
in a^lual comniiflioD amonj; thofa 
powers \«ho tormcd the armed netitn^ 
I ity, amounted to no more than cigbtj 
(hips rf all fizes. C'f thtfc, tweBlf ' 
nii;c belonged to Kuflia, thirty l^ 
Sweden, and tuen:} five to Ikt* 
natk. Such were the eftjaaUi4 
the naval torce of the OiaritiiLC 
in I uiope, about the ccmfn 
of the year eighty one* 

France in the mean time vnlM:' 
difating huw to avail hrrfrif nftfcW*^" 
vantages accruing from tfac 
ri nfederaey in her favoor* 
hitherto htcn foiled in evcty 
«)t mcment. Savin j^ (omt it 
able fucctiTcRin the Weft 
nvay had been worflcd j^ 

Not wiihilanding thcbmi 
la I fleets, in conjudmii 
^^vE^) \iia4 v^^nmA 1 
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coaft, nothing of (Ic lead con- 
;c had hitherto bf en cfFcfted. 
il) attempt (he had ventured to 
r. the chanptl. was on the ifland 
rv, 1> iiifr in tJ c fioht of her own 
and in that ihe had completely 



mediate definition to the town. The 

Di.puiy Goverooraud Magiflratcs re« 

prcfentc'd to him,. that being in Vim. 

power, n«> nuthority of thciis cou^d* 

any Ir^nger hevalids and that the tioc^ 

would of ci iirfe rtlufe obtdlenee to 

them- But (he F:enoK commander 

rrmembranrc of this failure, perfiftiDg in his rcqliiCtion, and me* 

;dif;.= race of having manifeflr-d naees, the o^pitulatiun was (igned. in 

crder to prevent him from carrying 
them ir.to execution. 

Having gained this pflint, Baroa 
RuUccourt advanced to Hlizabcth 
caftlc, near the town, which he fuir- 



world her inabihty to difpoficfji 
iglifh i-f an iflc fituated at her 
:ors, ii^iluced her at the opt n- 
rhis yiar, to repeat an attennpty 
Europe teft'.fied its utmt^ft fur- 



that France (hould ever have' moncd to furrender in virtue of the. 



inu-d till (he had fucctedcd 

perfon pitched upon to conduA 

terpri^e, was the Baron dc Rul- 

, a man of courage, but of a 

and violent difyoiilion. He 

en ftcond in command upon the 

ing attempt. 1'hc force en! ruft- 

him confiilcd of two thovfand 

men. With ihofo he enibark- 

ery temped uoua weather, hop- 

'om tlris circumdaDce, that as 

ipon would not be exptdcti, he 

be able to furpri2e the gar« 



iy of his ttanfporn being dif- 
by the fiorm, he was cbhged to 
^chcr with the remainder among 
Ilandii, in the proximity cf Jer- 
Ab fo<'n ab tne weather gttw 



c'jp:tu!ai!on iigned by the Deputy 
Governor, whom he compelled to ac* 
company him ; but tbe garrifon rc<( 
tQrntd him a peremptory rcfufal, and 
made fo vigorous a difcharge of their 
artillery upon hi^i tliat he was ob- 
liged to withdraw into the townt 

'i ho Britifli troops flationcu in the 
ifland, on bting apprized of what 
was pafUntr, alTemblcd io the mean 
while from t very quarter, under the 
cOmmafid of Major Picrfon, who oq 
being fcquiifd by the French com- 
mander tu fubmit, returned for anfwer, 
that If the French thcmfelves did not 
lay down their arms within twenty mi- 
nutes, he wculd attack them. 



In con'tquence of thia meflagc, af- 
ter miking a very able diipcJ licn of 
r^he ftizcd the opportiiniiy t.f his tror^ s, he charged the enemy with 
: n'ght, to cFe6t a landirg at a fo mi;ch impetuofity, ibt.t in Icfs than . 
r(;iK;d Grc:uville, where he ni«i(:e half an hour they \vere totall) routed^ 
trs a party cf militia. Fn-m and driven from tht. he uies they h^d 
be prtcccc'ed with the titmoft occupied, into the i:.i,\ kf:i-p]ace, \\ nerc 
rce>o i-t helVer^E, the capital cf they endeavoured to n.:.kc a ftand, 
and, about three miles cidant : 'Baton Kullecouri incagcd z.z a re- 
r.e npoii it fcuncxpcAedlf, thsit flftanee, which he had net cxpiacdt 

foigot the n.iignanimity ^>r which the 
French cfiieers are fo jul'T) renowned^ 
fu far ab to force the rcaptive Cover- 
ncrtc. attend hirn to the fpot cf ac* 
rfairn dr^w up a capitulation tier., declaring that he fliould partake 
rina of vvMch'iverr, tliat the rf iht li.ire dapgtr as himfelf: that 
&oul be forthwith furrendered ^tntlemah was compelled to (land bf 
nee, and the'irartiflni be fcr:t to ' bis fic^c during the conflict io the mar* 
od. l^c required inllart com- kct-^uace : but it was quickly termt# 



zed en a bcdy cf ircn that 
cd it, together Wrth the Cc m- 
irg rlHcer and the magi ii rates 
ifland. 



%pv 
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#h all (ides, the Baron himfclf mbrw 
tally woundcdi and the nrzt in c(*m- 
naad obli'^ed to deliver up himfclf 
and his party prifontfft of war inor- 
4tT to BToid being cot to p^icces. 

I'he fplcndor of this fucccfi n^ai 
IpT-.tly clouded by the death of that 
gallant young ofEcer, to whofe C()ijdt»6t 
it was chiefly owing. Major Pierlon 
Dnhripptly fell b> one of the Uft dif* 
charpea from the Frrnch. He waa 
Lut in- the tweniy»fifih year of hia 
age. Hia Icfg was deeply lamented not 
only by the Cfoops and iohabitanrs of 
Je:fey, but by the whole nation. The 
military abilities which he had dif* 
played on this occafion, jvftificd the 
liighefl prefumptionsof what he might 
have pr^jvedy had he beea fo fortunate 
mi to iiirvi?e. 

Of the whole fofce that landed 
tipon the iflandi amounting to up* 
\i^rds of eight hundred roen» not one 
cfcaped. They were all either killed 
or taken. What added greatly to the 
}ionour of the Britifli tritopis, they 
were chiefly new levici, few of whom 
Lad ( vtr been in a^ion. 

This fecond defeat of the French at 
Jrrfcy, was no fmall mortification to 
their miiiiflry, which had Icrg been 
earneilly defirouf of muflering that 
stqd the neighbouring ifland of Cucrn* 
fey. It gritTcd them the morei as it 
proved » that notwithO abiding ihty 
both lay in the perpetual view of 
Trance, they wtre cbjeAs of definacc 
much more then of acquifition on that 
monarchy, and might be confidcied as 
an invincible a 7gi<ment of the ual fu- 
pericrity Great Britain prcftrvcd io 
the Channel, in fpite of the trai;(Jtory 
parade of tb^ French and Spanifli 
fleets. 

Another ifland, however, offered 

itfelf to their coniidtration at this 

timci of more importance in itfelf, and 

of more general utility to the further- 

anee cf their defigns. This waa Mi« 

norc?, of which the conqueit was 

M)ot ofliy more pra A tcablc 9 ou axcouiit 

of its r9m0ttat($ iiom aflUUncti^^ 
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would «Ub ingratiitc them with Smk^, 
and contribute to remove the dibB» 
tents with which that kingdom hai 
been filled againft France, for haviig 
drawn it into a conteft that had pnt* 
ed hitherto fo ezpenfive and minouai , 

'llie formation of t hit CDterpnn 
took place early in the ytnr^ but v« 
for fome time rctanlcd by the 
length of the preparations it reqniraL 
They were not completed till towards 
the dofe of June, when M. dc Guidi* 
en failed from Breft, at the head oft 
fquadron confiding of the moft formiiv 
dable (hips in the French navy : tbcf 
were eighteen in number, five of which 
carrie done hundred and ten guns. 1 her 
were joined atCadix by thirty Spaoift 
(hips of the line, and a large number 
of tranfports, carrying a body of tn 
thoufand regular troops. 

Great Britain had now fo mi 
objt As to employ her attention, 
they were all of fuch moment, that a. 
fufficfent flrength could not be cul> 
levied in time to prevent the junAiof 
and intended movements of the FreocK 
and Spaniards, at the peiiod and di(^, 
tance at which they weie made.*- 
1 hey left Cadi2 about the end t£ 
July, and laiideu their forces at Hi*. 
norca the twentieth of Auguft. Hete. 
they were fhortly joined by about fit 
thoufand French from Toulon. 1^ 
combintd army of both Crowns WV 
under the command of the Duke a£ 
Crillor., a French General of gatSL 
reputation. 

It was the fate of Minorca, tt thil 
junfiure, to be totatally unable !•. 
make any tfifcAualrefiftanceagaiBftiBl^; 
poweiful an inemy. ILc ganifa^; 
confined only cf four regimefetat t«# 
of then> Biitifl), atd two Hanc«cffmim^ 
they were excellent troops, jaad Cppik^ 
Inanded by two Generals of tbc hill' 
abilities and bcavfiy, Gcacial III 
ai:d Sir^'illiani Draper, both of j 
had in happier tin as rcSBO^km^ 
tirgniibed themiielvc% thi fS 
l^uwV ^m«x\c«y« the fax 
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md from that reafon, is well ai 
ilnefs of their number, iaade« 
k the defence that would be rie<- 
aj^ainft ftich a mnUit^de of af* 

Fr«>in thefe caufea, much more 
dm the vigour and efforts of the 
i, it \9ii foon fofelcen^ that 
erenration of Minorca would 
very difficult, if not an im- 
Ue undertaking : tfpecially 
it obftr unions in thcxray of all 

were takers into confidcra* 

e the troops of France and 
'ere laying fiege to Minorca, 
aking of which thev propofei 
a Final blow to the Britifh 
n the Mediterranean, it was 
ned, in order to difplay the 
I of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
cir fleets (h mid at the verv 
\z attack thofe of (^reat Bn. 
her own coaft. To this 
I the combined fqtiadrons hav- 
3 reinforced on their way, en* 
.e chintcl about the middle of 
> to the number of more than 
fail, aboui lift^ of which were 



lU'. 



r intent was to intercept the 
•nmiercial fleets expelled home 
cafon of the year, and to pre- 
ic failing of thofe that were 
to the Brlti(h fettlcmmenis 
As their multitude enabled 

ftretch acrofs the entrance of 
inel, itwasrefolved inEnglaiid> 
(landing their vaft fupcriority, 

naval force then \n readinefs* 
ig of thirty (hips of the line, 
proceed immediately to fea, 
:>unter till dangers for the pro* 
»f tlie home bound fleet n. 
iral Darby, who commanded 
ifli, fleet prepared accordingly 
xecuiioo of his orders; and 
oil alacrity and determinatioa 
d him, was manifefted by hit 
M meo : but he wis detained 
rary winds in Torbay till the 
»f September ; dMrin^^ which 

cdaD/fcmaijBetf iVpoIUffioa 



of the fea adjacent to to the Weft of ■ 
England, and the South ot Irelanl 
and oecaiioncd no little alarm fortho. 
fecnrity of the tradr returning ■ froa 
Jdnuicaand the Leeward iflands. 

The wind dill cufininng the Britifh 
fleet in Torbay, the French and Spa* . 
nifh \dmirals, on information of its 
inferiority, dttbated about the propric* . 
ty of attacking it in that polition. 
Don Vincent D>>2, one of the Spauilii 
commanders, infilled, with great lire* . 
nuufnefs on the difgrace that would . 
attend the nci^led offuch an opportu* 
nity of attacking the Eaglifli, with fo 
fuperior a ftrength as that whica 
could now be brought to a*5l againft . 
them. r- He offered to be foreaoil ia 
the attempt. 

The propolal oftbis fpirited officer 
was highly applauded by the chief 
commiiider of the Freirch, M. de 
Guichen. He looked upon the prefen a 
occaflon as the moll aufpicious that 
could be found. The principal part 
of the Britilli navy was now blocked 
up in a bay, from .whence there was no 
outlet, and where, if d^fcatcdi every 

, (hip mull be taken or deflroyed. It 
was highly probable, coniidcring the 
vad fuperiority of the combiued fleets^ 
that of Great Britain would be worfl* 
ed. Such au event would at once 

. terminate the war, to the utmoil hon- 
our and advantage of the Houfe of 
Bourbon and its allies. But were 
they, on the contrary, to decline an 
engagement, all Europe would brand 
them with cimtdity, and iuterpret 
their condu^ as a tacit acknowledge 
ment of the fuperior ikill and courage • 
of the Englifh. 

Thefe arguments were flrongly op- 
pofed, on the other hai\d, by M- de 
Beauflet, the fecond in command to 
M. de Guichen. He Contended that 
the Ht nation of the Britifli fleet would 
enable it to fight them bt ihtlc great . 
di&dvantage : they cquh! not attack 

it in a body, but moft JForm their line , 
a*hcadt a.nd 5a\\ do^n ^t^^^ >*^^ ^^*^ 
^i».«a».— "XVW vo>a5A ^*V^^ ^^^^ 
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fliip tothe coHe.*l?i fire of the whol; 
Brit*^ ficet, lyiar fa<( at aichur, and- 
dra%va np in facH a tnnncr, as to 
prin: aU itf ^in^ at a-iv ob'e*> vrltlii n 
it< rrarh. Hi toiichcl aKo on the 
bad con d't ion of the con:ihin?d fl^jeti, 
the weak ilate of m.iil of the fliip«, ihe 
Spanifh efpccially, the numher of licit, 
mui federal other dira3/anta^es 

Tht: rcafaiw he latdbrfjre the French 
and SpinitTi crtrmnnitticj olfi-'srs ap- 
peared fo well-founded, that it wa? de- tins Jeii :n, it wi>* refjlvrd n ji« Ae 
terinined to abandon the dli,*n of fj.UX fujpjit to thjfe that, were 
attacking the BritKh fteet in Torb^f pr-ifec Jti i;; clfestherc. Lar;c rcia-. 



the trar writing tlinnifjh iVpmAlpW:; 
iiAptiftatioiis of wealth from tb6 tnitf 
marine pofTetltiint of Great Brftajai^ 
It wai nu^ therefore* without deep-, 
fdt cojccn, the* French miniftry lie- 
held iu cffjrts tj thrift effcmial parpoft 
(o co'nplctcfy, a^ii fo reiteraiedly 
frjitiatci b^ aneiemv. ^'h.ifc humOil* 
ti >nthey wrsrrc vr^ifci^m woald Mvcr 
bj acc3mpli.hcl hy an/ other mcanl 
Li oritur to bilance the failarcot 



and to turn their attention to the 
cafier tafic of way-laying thit when 
was coming fron the Wett Indies. Aa 
It confiited of Rierchant:nen, the talcing 
of it would be attended with facility, 
aqd the loft tolilaglaad would prove 
inmenfe. 

With thefe intentioni, the eombtned 
fleets b^re a way from the Chsnnr:ly and 
Rationed themfelves in the track 
ihrouf^h which the Weik Inlfa trade 
was rxpefled ; but the weather be- 
came fhortly fo tempcfluou% that ihtry 
were obliged to relinq'iilh this 'Itligii, 
and make the b':tl of their way to 
the»r refpcrtivc p:)rt^ 

/n this manner cndtd their fummer 
rru'ie in the Briiifh feas this year, 
ns it had done the preceding. Not wit li- 
ft andin^j the motives they ailed ,;ed t'nc 
this retreat, the m-ijority of people 
in Europe attributed it to their averic* 
ncfi to riik a dccifive tnga;^men? 
with the Dritiih fleet. The op'oiun 
became t^enemU that cither their /hips 
were defectively con tl rut led, or ill 
found in pniperrcquilitLS, if not both { 
and that they were, at the fame time, 
manned with peo*j1e in whom their 
commander's durlfc nut place much 
contidence. 

In the mean time, the Bntifli mer* 
cantile fleets arrived fafe Fdii every 
quarter, to the ^reat mortiiicatton of 
boih France and Spain. As their finm- 
ccs btgan Co totter more ihau cver^ 
th^y had exerted ihemUMves to cat off 



thofe refbojFCct fot ibe praCoQUU^^ ^ 



t >rccn£nis or troops* and j^reac qaif 
titles of pr>vfi jns, Uival and ra ^i 17 
ii.jrts, were Wit n all diligence p^i" 
red for t le various parts of the worU^ 
where the wir'waj waging. T* 
convov wasfo im.nerous and ofrjoh' 
value and importance* that M 3I, 
Giichen wn cormfi'ifi i-icd to accon* 
piTiy it till out of danger of bciflf ^ 
intercepted, wit'ii twenty of the larjet 
fliips of the line that cou'd be prorid- 
ed —Five of them mounted oflt 
hun-ired asJ ten guns. 

Thefe prepirations did not h 
ever cfoHpc the vigilance of the Bri* 
tifhmifiitlry. 1^ ftrong Iquadronwil 
difpachLd uiler Admiral K.mpei:' 
fcld:, to cut off this ctmvoy, of waick 
the arrival at the ilifferent placet oC 
Its de Hn.ition, would have provHi! 
hi^^Hiy .. juri Ills to the Britifli iDtefCl. 
ill ilu)L- ^ir:f». ti:f fell in with it 
the twcltth of December, eightf 
H^ippily for him, the t ranf ports Im^. 
been p.irted from the men of wv bf 
a violent ilorm. Tliit enabled Ilia 1^ 
capture above twenty of then t ill 
w.mt offrigiles prevented the taU^, 
of many more. * . 

Mofliofthe remaining part of Ak. 
convoy was in confcqnencc d]%etA|^^' 
and obliged to put hark.* 1 Bnt' '^ 
miral Kern pen felCy on reoov^ 
the force of the eneiaj^ fti^ 
fupcrior to his owo» ihst it'wd 
been the height of impradeofc 
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m twelve (hipt of the line, he dtSin* requifite for land tnd. fea-fenrice, and 
1 the ^meft %nd withdrew 4»4opo^» with al^, manner of provifioni and 
Tbe value of the pris^es l^e had "tieceflaries. Near two thou fa ud fdldieiJk 
iken was very confiderable ; they tod f^iluai wpK made ptiiuDutt* 
$mUd€A «r4ik idl Juttd of art««l«^ 
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Traf^^aSliom In India fo the Clqfi rfEigbty^mti 



tNURING thcfc tnnfiaioili the 
*•' ntitifli Empire in the Eift was 
eipcrienciht^ grttl YicilTitucfeii of For- 
tune, and fcemed cxpofcd to the faiie 
danger as on the continent of North- 
America. 

Thofc who prefided over the foC 



not joflirf, and \o crhich thef veft 
not inclintd* 

In the mean time» as the fortooe of 
Hydcr Ally fcemed to giire way to tin 
fuperior ftrength and excitionftof thi 
MarattaSf he again applied for bo 
cours to the Prefidency of MadrMt 



CefliiMlt^f Great Britain in that rich ifttuC experienced conttant deniJi^ 
and cxienfivequartrrofthcglobeywerc various prttences» and was at Ieii|lk 



at this time inTolfcdt from varioos 
caufeSfina perilous quarrtl with the 
two moil potent of their neighbours. 
Th<rfe Were the warlike and populous 
nation of the Maratta(», and the ccle* 
krated Hyder Ally, one of the greateft 
piiliticianK and warriorsi that was erer 
kiko.vn in India« From fmaQ begin* 
tiin-Tfl he had, through courage and ar- 
tifice, arrived to a degree of power that 
rrw>rrd Uoi dbe not Cfatderable 
P* iiicc in that part of Afia i tatt Ijis 
^ews were not yrt (ktisficd ; bis 
ft£^!fr and capariotts miad liad long 
been forming plans of Airthcr aggran* 
difeirent, and he was- now engaged la 
the full career of their profecution. 

Some year* antecedent tu the pre« 
tnr p€ri<i'\ the Eaft In(?ia Company 
liar', hern involved in a dangerous con- 
teft with ht'm, which was terminated 
by a treaty, wherein it was Tcriprociil- 
ly apr(trd, that both ihould afliA each 
other a^ainll ihtir rneir.ics. A war 
brtakif p ow fhorlly after between him 
and i\ c Marattps, he claimed the af 



convinced that he coukl place ao n» 
liance on their ft tend (hip. 

This laid the foundation of aa ii« 
veterate fefentment in Hyder Mlf. 
Having found means to conclude a 
peace with the Marattas» be turned Ul 
attention to the means of rcci)fdria| 
his loOes upon the firft opportaaiM 
that mii^bt offer. For this purpov 
he fought a cooneaion with the freuckf 
whs|oatK( other baad* naMw en- 
braecd Co fafourdbk •■ mtrmm la 
ttci|tbco tbiir aatrreft in India. IVf 
Ml ia vstb aO liit viewa. They b^ 
plied him with warlike ncctffinca IB 
tne greateft abundance } and what 
of (lill greater Utility, with a 
of officers and military rnen« Tbi 
their ailiff ance he introdticcd 
and dilcipiine among bis ti 
which the armies of Indiaa 
bad hitherto been total ftraagertl 
mong other tffential improiMMA 
colleded a formidable artiUefya' 
numerous and well -trained bodyaCfl. 
to ferve it, a large propwligp^ 
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aiice of the CV mpany in virtue of which con Cfted of European 
n 1 _.? . . t. r r t ', . WHcn br found bimfelf S 

prepared for the ends he hai 
be recommenced the war 
M^rattas, and carried hi 
aferUaof advaatageii^v 



this fiM.ulation ; but they refufed it { 
alifil ing their apprehcnfion to draw 
thrml- ives luso a qiwfcl with the 
Mahittasi a mtafurt which ibey cvvid 



d foperionry oVcr them. He 
t>crcainc tlic moil dreaded and 
ful prince in that vail pcninfula 
:d betweeq the IncKift and tbc 



es. 
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CI' their fubjcckioa all the potcatatet 
of India. 

A confeclcraef was formed between 
the mpft potent princes in the vaft 
country of I pdoftan ; 'he avowed pur* 
pofe of which wai to expel the £n;.iini 
from that part of the world. The 
motives they affigfied for this refolii* 
tionwere, the rapacity tad ambitipn 
manffeftcd by the condu^ of the 
Englifhy and their, evident intentioii 
to ftop at Dothiogfor the gratificatioa 
of both, upon evtrr opportunity that 
fell in tbeir way. 

The chief parties in this dangerous 
league were (he Marattas and Hydet 
Ally, both of whom had agreed to ^ 
pauiicatioOi in ordmr to join their for* 
C(8 and mafet a common caufcr again(| 
the Compioy. The letter was how* 
ever the mod to be apprehended 
from his charader, and the objects be 
had in view. Bold and cuterprifingp 
vet cautious and fuQ of fagacity and 
tbrelighty he was an enemy who^ 
though afiuated by the kttncft ar« 
dour, proceeded upon plans formed 
with the utmofl cooinefs and cxamina* 
tiou. llic cxpulfion of the Englifh^ 
which was the ultimate fitm of the 
Confederation, of which he was the 
priqcipal member, was to him but a 
part of the vaft fyftem he had pro* 
jeded. This was to raife himfelf to 
a fupremacy above all his neighbours^ 
and to eftablifli a kind of univerfal 
monarchy : A fcheiae, whicK hv wae 
confcious could not be accomplifhedto 
without the total dedrudion of the 
Englifli power io India. 

fraught with, thefe ideas, and 
firmly beqton their execution, hefooa 
found an occaG^ to proceed to hof* 
tilliica with the Compttuy. fxclufive 
of (he g^eral motives ofthe combina* 
tioM frsmcd agsinft themi he wis high- 
ly iucenfed at the liberty they had 
lately taken, to order, a detachmeni 
of their tro^s to march . through % 
part of hia tenjtcN-iea« without .rem 
ceWlui;' Vi\% ptim\m;>tk« '^Xw V\J^ ^^'^ 



clulive of the fectet ilUwil] of 
r Ally, the £ngli(h bed at thi, 
I no Iciis a dangerous enemy, 
»larattas were highly at vari 
with them, on account of the* 
rrence in the interual affairs of 
ation aflumed by tlie Companyf 
i» contrary fo the fenfeaaq de- 
' thofe by whom tiiat nation was 
led, efpoufcd the caufe of an 
dual univerfally obnoxi<5us to hia 
ymenyfrom his infamous charac- 
id had endeavoured to inveil him 
I degree of authority, of which 
IS evidently unworthy, and %q 
he had no lawful claim, 
the procefs of the difpvte to 
this attempt gave birth, fevefal 
lations took place between the 
any .\i\d the Marattas, but they 
I incfTe^tual from the det^rmina- 
ifthe former to adhere to the 
i It had formed of profiting by 
civil diflcntions, i|ud the dif- 
:8 th^y experienced io the war 
verc at the fame time waging 
•fydcr Ally. 

p!exed by the treatment they 
vtth from the Company, ^nd 
jg the danger to which they 
xpofeJ by continuing the war 
Hyder Alley in fuch critical 
iftanccs, they determined to con« 
a peace with him* iu order (o be 
tter able to make a (laud agaiaft 
mpany* 

e mean time the power to which 
idy had attained in India, and 
(ign of increaiing it, which could 
rape the notice of the Indiae 
s, occafioned thefe to feel much 
y and difi^uietude. A gradual 
inipatioQ of their fentimenta on 
ittcr was reciprocally made^ and 
1 M refelution to put a ftop to 
nhet ^togftU of the iSnglilH, 
*Jif€Bic9e4 ia tinutg bring uod- 
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dubioiit tcrtnc with the prince, t^ of tiding cidier with oonfiftacy Of 

^hom ihcy were fent at ausiliariri. energy. 

The cdnfequence was* that tbefc So great was the ncglrft oeabmti 

troops were oppofcd and compelled t« by thdTe dijentioni, tba% the pafe 

dcfiflfFrm their intention ; and chat through the mountatnt or the boff% 

^ydcr .^Hy .invaded that prince's dirs of the Can«atic wcce left n- 

CO no try, and forced hun lo renounce guardied^at if it had been a tifne cF 

the connexion lie had formed with profoun(f peaee. and no fnfpicioa a* 

the Fnglifht from the impoiBhiGty ifted of the approacR of any encn.^ 

of hit fulfilling the engagegieotf oa 'I'hit bcgligence m*atan aclditioiialfpor 

which it wat ibi9nded« to the iBitrprifing dtfpofitioo of 

The takinp: of the French fort and H) dec Ally. He hnpcoved it widi 

fettle ment of Mabie^ on rbe coaft of hit ufuaf ability, by (ecaring tho{% 

Malabar, afforded Inn) apDthcr ground paffaget with the utmoft fpced. With 

of com plaint. Heafftrted that place the feme- diligence he marched hiiir** 

lobe within bit dominions, and that my tfiroi^h them, before anyoppcfc 

the French were of courfc under hia tion conld he made to stt pa'flagc, cc 

protefliont acv endeavoQrt lo recover then. 

I-ie was in the mean while taking ^otwithltanding thefe movemll 

the mod tfTe^ual meafures for the the fame dt ft6i o{ vi^'laDce and vi* 

profrcntion of the ipain defign of the gour (titl* preraired ar Madras. Tlicf 

Jndian Confederacy againd the Engh(h. were debating about the defignt oiF 

Private ne^ociationt were carried on Hyder Ally, and the coacud to be 

between him and the emiflkriet of adopted againff bin, nhile he «t% 

Trance, who gave hfm the ffropgeft penetrating tinto the Ttry heart of tk: 

affurancet of the firmed fufjport. Hif Camatie, and advandng ta the gatft 

troopt were aflc*mbling from every of Madras. He v^t* now af the bci( 

part of hit dominions, and every pro- of an arfuy of'upwarda of one biiad* 

^rifion making for the great blow he Kd thoufaod men ; among when wiK 

was now meditating agaipft the Com- a hirge body of Europeans ondcf. 

pany. French oSf^rt, apd eomananded hf 

His chief arm in all thefe i^'ghty Colonel Lally, a man of kooirA CIp^ 

preparations wat the Britifh fettle* pertncft and bravery. 

mcnts at Madraft, againfl which he Had the troopt ^liongiiig to tbt 

entertained a particular pique and Prefidvncy of Madras been ffOUfAf 

refentmtnt. He accufed that Pre- col!c6led, thit irreptioo of lijdv 

fidcncy of having infdnged the treaty Ally might eafily have b«en*prcval»' 

f )n1ncrly made with aview of faying the ed ; but they were fo inuch diSpcM^ 

foundation of a folfd peace and cordial that no oppofitton could be fu/rgMi^t 

correfpondence, and of being guilty the prefent. He wat now maflcit 4 

offuch :.&5 of enmity, at (hewed them the open covntry, which he m^cl 

to be his inveterate foes. and over- ran without refilbme* 

During thefe preparations on the A conHdcrabfe body of tkc 0^1^ 

partof.Hydir Any, the Prtfidency pany's troopa were at this time SmM'*. 

of Madras remained in a fiate of un- ed in a- diftri€t called Gun-tgoib Jk. 

accountable inaAivity. They were was thought neceflaryat Madfiib..M 

^aily informed of his proceedings, yet fend orders to it to nnarch vftk.lT 

nomeafure wat taken to counteract pedition lo reinforce the afpg 

them. They were unhappily employ- was forming under the pe^ 

f d in differences and perfenal aherca* Sir HeAor Monro. To 

ii99^ tbsii deprived them o£ t\xc ^oNcts tooit Cpedy a |uiiAioi||L tip 
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ards to meet this body, which 
otnmanded by Colooel Bail* 
o^-cr of great valour aad cx- 
ty and compofed of at excellent 
as 4^7 in the Company' fc.fervice. 
c ditftcultitt of the ooarcA it 
perform were fo many» that its 
ia W4f extrea^ly flow, and at* 

with every kindof (Unger. 

march of the army it4'elf» that 

it$ way to join tm« body, met 
a multitude of retardments, 
imerout forpes of Hyder Ally 
d It on evecy fide ; and when 

at Conjevrram» the plice where 
ndion was to be made, it waa 
that Hyder Ally's army bad 
itfelf an fuch a manner ai cfr 
ly topreTcntit* 

now divvded his forcn in two 

With the one he faced Siv 

r, the other he detached in or- 

malce an attack upon Colonel 
» but it was, after a bng and 
f conflid, intirely defeated, 
thftanding this advantage* 'the 
on of the Colonel was extremely 
rous ; the imerventioQ of fuch ^ 
;ioufc force as that under Hyder 
rendered his marching forward 

S'lv Hedor Monro, abfolutely 

5^icablc with fo imall a force s 

le ucmolt he could do» was to 

lin his pofitioBv which, howcveri 

gbly dilfiguU ifrom the want of 
loda, 

Hecior Muotowas in no kft 
sing a dilemma : hit whole 
conijfted of only fix thoufand 
and though a great proportion 
:m waa i:fUropcaiit, his cavalry 
ut a handful, totally unable to 
id with the iroroenfe inumbert 
ich tiiat of Hyder Ally wa^ 
Jtd* The country where the 
r lay was an eztcnfive flat, which 
ed every advantage to their ca- 

and expofed hit tvoopt to th^ 
stt danger of being furrouudt^d 
in every iidc. 

thdc dittrcftfol csrcnmftancetf 
sA/uerOB. wa$ iahn ia the Sri^ 
V> ^o diffBtch^oloadFlttdxt^ 



an officer of diftinguiftied courage 
and ability, at the head of a UxIjt 
of (;ho£(;n OM:n» to reinforce Colonel 
fiaiUie. They took their departure 
at tbe beginning of ihfi bighc» and bf 
a long and circuitout march> avoid- 
ed an ambufcade that h^d b^en |>re- 
pared by the cnemvf and ctfcd^ca s, 
million with Colonel JttatUic- 

On receiving this intclligcnct^ 
Hyder Ally became appr^beufive that 
it was intended to attack him on boik 
fidei, and deh1>erated accordingly abou^ 
a change in hit polation ; but oeing in* 
formed that the troops under bit 
Hedor M^aro did not Ihew any de- 
fign of moffing fr9ni their iucamp* , 
ment, he detached his braved mcj| 
and beft officers, to way lay tne dc* 
tachment under ^ulouelt ilajiie aii4 
Fletcher, 

Thcfe two officers having made the 
neceflary difpqlitiona for the arduous * 
buiineis thqf were about to undertaite, 
began their nurch at ihe break of 
day, and proceeded forward with the 
^tmo^ firmncia and order. Waci^ 
they had reached the fpot where th^ 
enemy awaited themi they wer^ f^d* 
denly affiiiled on the right and icttf^ 
wi(h a mod dreadful lire of mi^etrjr 
and cannon, loaded with grapeihot* 
I'hey bore this attack with undaunt- 
ed courage» and tbo' they had no more 
. than ten pieccf of cai^ion {o rct^ra . 
the difchafge of fixty; they fnade 
foch excellent uir of them, that the 
eneqi) were repulfcd with a terrible 
flaughter, and alter.rtpeated attempla 
to t>reak thpr order of mardh* H>der 
Ally began to defpair of -ftCCoqiphfl% 
ing his pHrpofe. 

The battle had now laft^ threes 
hours. Notwithftanding the flower 
of Hyder AUy't army Wat employed 
upon tbit occafion, not the lealt im^ 
preffiof) had been made on Colonel 
Baillie't corpt> though it had to con- 
tend with a body of infantry cqniift'v 
ing of thirty thoufand men» and one 
of cavalry excctdxtij^ \>H«.T^\7|-^'«c>iaKS>^ 
faadi md iRift ixq^ tdUi v»&2v»^^ 
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7hff Irench defeated at Jcrfcyi^Sic^^f'^ hilnona 

Optrations in the Channel. 



.— USwl 
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p^T'Vr^ Vn«! O't intri/iir§ of 
I . .le III II f»» Iticccisiul a- 
g''..I' (jU'it hiitcun at- ill llic ; rt-ftnt 
var. .- 1„ !,j^.i contrived to *-iii i!lc an 
"Ui'iXtingujihjlilc fl:M.c 141 t!.c Biitilli 
c»*I uie#.' Ar had pcrfutided Spain, 
*,.aiull the tltar intrrnll c-f that 
monarch), to ui itc with her in afT-rt- 
inr t^itir iiu'rji-i.wlj net:. Shr \\n\ in- 
If-'*' ■! if fiv :» T'l.it ; ' Prv.vinLVS in 
a qi...irt| uiih tr, ,r a:icieiit and firc*l 
ally. S!;c l«ad d:av. u al' Kiiropi ii to 
a confederacy tor tK- rMliu6tioi< of 
thi* naval power of tl:is ctui.try, and 
had rAprivi'd itofrill its alliv>, and al- 
mutliyf nil i's well wiflierti. 

In the midll of thi^ tlorm, Er.trin 
fccmed, I'.owcver, to bi.'ve its cntirit b, 
not only by t|ie jjrtatnefs of ihe fpirit 
^ith whiJ. (he encountered tlum, hut 
T:o IcTs by t!.e prodigious multiplicity 
ci her rtfourrcif. In the Lt^iMiinci of 
il.c )car I'.-ility one, the n.sritinc 
flrcnpihofall huropf was dram nt;ut 
mgaind hrr ; \ \v the lift of hci fleets 
am' nrn^-irs affou .rd tl.' ni no rtzloD to 
h* 'I that l:t'r powir wis en the de- 
line. Her intcr.ial defence was pro- 
vided f 'r in iucK a nrani.ci, aspnchrl- 
tC\ all «'xpiCti'.ti('ii8 ot n^.king tit lead 
in^pr'.lTi.Mi tipon tin's 'il ii.t', Sl,^ hud 
I'-:-! ••••uus fi-rees in f he i-.'ill and Wtii 
Indies, and Mas n.itkin^ the mirft v:};o- 
r(.ur. (ffi.*tti ir> An < liea Her navy 
«rab r<n the motl form id«: lie fvoting» 
cn:.nHin(( of no left than f<nir huridr- 
cd and thiitv vclTels, in moll exccUint 
Couditi r.. « i\ tv.?l\.\kA v.iiVv l\\t btVl 



by tht confcflion of bcr rtrj^ 
eipiis 

'I !»e flecm of France, '^pain mi 
Holland did harr^ly more than cijnil 
rhi fe of Great Britain Jn nmrbnr, kil 
Mfei^fir inferior to t!;im in goodidl 
of conlltuttit/n. The fatU>it» iWt 
of H«>Viind excepted, were ihicflr 
compofed of l.xiidiir.en, nnufed tuiiv 
avci fo to that element on ubieb tBCf 
were con'pelled tf> feive. Fiannii 
with all \li txertionsy did net rcckfll 
iTtrc than ivo hundred anO C**y« 
four vefTiis of all iate& ; and Spni 
not upw;irds c>f one hundred aal 
twcrry-fcur; Holland counted fc^k 
Cxty. 

'i'he rcftduc of kuropean niiiie 
in a^^ual comniiiilon amon^ thnfe 
powers who tormcd the armed nentra* 
!ity, amounted to no more tb^ncigbty 
(hfpsrfsU fizes. Of theft, twcMlf 
nii.e belon^'.ed to KufTia, tbirty t* 
Sweden, and iwcnt) fne to Del* 
naiL. Such were the cfttoMtCi* 
the naval force of the niariiin.c 
in I uio[.e, about the ccmm( 
of the year eighty une. 

France in the mean time m^Vtt 
diratingbuwto avail Lcrfelf of tUfirf^ 
vantages accruing from tlw Jfiflf^ 
rcn fed eraey in ber favour. 9l|di* 
hitherto been foilcdin ctfStf 
iji m(;nient. 6avii<{r Iubk &> 
able fucctfuftin the Weft 1 
nvay had been worflcd ei 
Notwiih (landing thcbon^ 
lv<.« fleets, in conjudios 
^^«ft.ti^ \ia4 ^'%^nmK ^ 
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I coaft, nothing of tic lea ft con- 
icehad hitherto bfcn effcf^ed. 
u]} attempt ft>c had ventured to 
ir. the chsnntl, was on the ifland 
frv, h WT in tJc- fiyht of her own 
; and in that ihc had cumpiLtely 

r rrmembranrc of this failure, 
ic tlif;;:racc of having nrianif<^flfd 
world her Inability to difpofTefs 
ngUfh rf an idc: fitiiatcd at her 
LcpfSf it'iluced her at the opt n- . 
' this ytar, to repeat an attcirpty 
Europe te(l:fied its utmt'ft fur- 
that Prance (hould ever have' 
;t!nu-d till (he had fucctcdcd 
e pcrfon pitched up^m to conduA 
ntcrprlze, was t!:c Deron dc Rul- 
t, a man of coura'tie^ but of a 
and violent difpolition. He 
ecn fccond xQ command upon the 
din|; attempt. The force en! ruft- 
bim confiiied of two thoifand 
1 ir.en. With ibofc he embark- 
very tempeQuoua weather, hop- 
from tiris clrcumdance, thut as 
apon would not be exptdcJ, he 
r be able to furprize the gar« 

!ny of his t^anfport^ being dif- 
^. by the florm, he was cblij^cd to 
(heher v/ith the remainder among- 
iUa ndj, in t He proximity of Jcr- 

As foe"!! as the wcalhcrgttw 
rr^.hc ftiztd iht oppoiriiiniiy <;f 
k n^'ght, to (ffedt a landirg at a 

rtirttd Grciuville, t^herc he nicce 
litrsap'urty of mih'tia. From 
: be prcccec'ed with the'iitmoft 
emceto ^t hei'ierV, the capital cf 
Hand, about three milea c'iitant : 
ime npon it fc ur.cxpcAedlf, thm 
izcd en a bccy cf rrcn that 
I'cd It, togetKrt Wrth the Ccm- 
i)r.jr cilTceT aud the magiii rates 
e ifland. 

e ffairn dr^w up i capitulatioti 
ennt of uhich'verr, that the 
Ifhoul be fonhwitb furrendered 
aocCy and the^t^arfiflni be fer.t to 
and. T^c rebu^red inflart com- 

:c/tl|tKi€quxi£i' uppii» rcfu&Lim- 

/ tj. «JU 9-^ ^SJl • - . « •-<■ 



mediate definition to tlie town. The 
Di.puVy Governor aud Magiilrates re« 
prefcntcd to bim,,that being in his- 
power, no authority of thciis could* 
any longer be valid, and that the troc^ 
wotild of ct urfe rcfufe obedience to 
them. . But the French' commander 
perlidiDg in hW reqliiCiion, and 0ie» 
ii^ces/the Cf-'pitulutiun was (igned. in 
order to prevent him from carrying 
them ir.to executions 

Having gaiiicd this p4}int» Baroa 
RuV.ecourt advanced to Elizabeth 
caftle, near the town, which he fuir- 
moned to furrcnder in virtue of the 
c'ipitulalion iigced by the Deputy 
Governor, whom he compelled to ac* 
company him ; but the garrifon re-^ 
turned him a peremptory refufal, and 
made fo vigorous a difcharge of iheif 
artillery upon hi^i tlmt he was ob- 
liged to withdraw into the towui 

'i he Britifli troops {lationeu in the 
ifland, on being apprized of what 
was pafriPir, alTcmbled io the mean 
whHc from ivcry quarter, under the 
commaikd of Major Picrfon, who oq 
being fequiifd by the French com- 
mander tu i'uLmit, returned for anfwer» 
that If the French thecr.iclves did not 
lay down their arms within twenty mi- 
nutes, he wculd attack them. 

In con'Vquence of this meflagc, af- 
ter making a very able dilpM-tion of 
his tror^ s, he charged the enemy with 
fo mudt inijA'tuoiity, ibut in lefs than . 
half an hour they \vcri: totally routed^ 
and driven from tl.*. heules they lud ; 
occupied, into the i: i.ik«:t- place, uticrc 
thicy endeavoured to n.'.ke a (land. 

'Baion Kullecourt enraged L;r a re- 
fiftauec, which he had Dci expeciedt 
fotgot the n.;ignanim)1y ti>r which the 
French offieers are fo ji:i*T) renowned^ 
fu far as to force the -captive Cover- 
ncrtC' attend him to the fpot of ac* 
tic'n, declaring that he fliculd partake 
cf the iiiire dangtr as hinifelf: that 
^cntlcimah was compelled to (bind bf 
' his fi^c during the conflict io the mar- 
ket-place : but it was quickly termi^ • 
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^ all (iJesy the Baron himfclf inbp> 
tally wouncicdi and the nrzt in com- 
nnnd obli'^^d to deliver up himfclf 
and his pnrty prifontfft of war in or- 
4tr to BToid being cot to pieces. 

The fplendor of this fucccfi n^ai 
IpT'.tly clouded by the death of that 
gallant young ofEcer, to whofe coiidi»6t 
it was chiefly owing. Major Pierfon 
unhnpptly ftllb> one of the Uft dif* 
charpea from the Frrnch. He waa 
l;Ut in- the tweniy»fifih year of hia 
age. Hit Icfi was deeply lamented not 
oiily by the tfoopa and tohabitanrs of 
Jc:fcy, but by the whole nation. The 
military abtlftict which he had dif- 
pbyrdon tliii occifion, juftifitd the 
luglicfl prefumptionsof what he might 
liave provedy had he beca fo fortunate 
aa to fiirvive. 

Of the whole fbfce that landed 
tipon the iflaiid, amounting to up* 
wiirds of right hundrrd men, not one 
cfcaped. They were all either killed 
or taken. What added greatly to the 
honour of the Britifli tntopv, they 
V'cre chiefly new ]eviet« few of whom 
Lad ( vtr Ik en in a^ion. 

This fecond defeat of the French at 
Jrrfcy, was no imal] Oiortification to 
their miiiiflry, which had Uvg been 
earneilly dclirous of maflcring tlat 
stqd the neighbouring iflaiid of Cuern* 
fty. It gritTcd them the more, as it 
prtived, that notwithfliitiding tbty 
both lay in the perpetual view of 
Trance, they wtre cbje€^B of definace 
fcuch more then of acquiiition on that 
znonarchy. and might be confidcred as 
an invincible a igi.ment oi the ical fu- 
pericTity Great Britain prcftrTcd in 
:be Channel, in fpitc of the traniJtory 
parade of tb^ French and Spanifli 
fleets. 

Another >fland, however, offered 
itfelf to their coniidtration at thia 
time, of moie impcrtance in itfelf, and 
of more general utility to the further- 
unce c f their dcfigoi. This was Mi- 
norc?, of which the cor.queit was 
Mit>t ooif f7iorepraA!cablci on acccuut 
^•tcocfi £roA aSUlukcti ^\i^ 



would aUb ingratiitc them with Snii^' 
and contribute to remote the diMoa** '■ 
tents with which that kingdom hai' ^ 
been filled againil France, tor haviag '.i 
drawn it into a conteft that had pn«> 
ed hitherto fo ezpenfive and minoaSi . 

The formation of thia cnterprtu 
took place early in the year, but «• 
for fome time rctanicd by the 
length of the preparationa it reqniraL 
They were not completed till towardi 
the dofe of June, when M. de Gaic%* '^ 
en failed from Bred, at the head of a 
fquadron confiding of the moft fornip . 
dable (hips in the French navy : xhtf * 
were eighteen in number, €ve of which 
came done hundred and tenguns. The? 
were joined at Cadiz by thirty Spaoila 
(hips of the line, and a large ouosbef 
of tranfportSy carrying a body of tea ' 
tboufand regular troops. 

Great Britain had now fo JBUUif, 
objeAs to employ her attention,* aai 
they were all of fuch momcnty that a. 
fufficient flrength could not be col* 
levied in time to prevent the junAiof 
and intended moveracQti of the Freod^ 
and Spaniards, at the peiiod and difTi 
tanceat which they weie made.*- 
1 hey left Cadia about the end t£ 
July, and lai<deu their forces at Hi*. 
norca the twentieth of A uguH. Hetei 
thty were fhortly joined by about fit 
thoufand French from Toulon. The 
combiotd army of both Crowns «vs 
unc'er the coirmacd of the Duke a£ 
Crillor., a French Cencral of gjntt 
reputation. 

It was the fate of Minorca* at thi% 
junfiure, to be totatally unable !•• 
niakt any efiftdtualrcliftanceagaiBftill^: , 
poueiful an enemy. ILc ganib^; 
confined only of four regimeMai 
oftheni Biitifl], audtwoHai 
they were excellent troopt, jaod Mpife^j 
loanded by two Geoeiala of tbc,U|i) 
abilities aiid biaYCiy, GcficniSlfH 
and Sir^'illiamDrsperi both of < 
had in happier tinioa rcwAftl 
tirgniibed theiuiiehcib dia I 
\s\iv^ i^x^KX)!s^ the fa 
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ind from that reafon»a8 well as 
Uncfs of their numSer, inade* 

> the defence that would be rie« 
aj^ainft ftich a nmUitade of af- 

From thefe caufea, raach more 
3in the vigour and efforts of the 
i, it Wis foon foirelceny that 
erervation of Minorca would 
very difficult, ii not an im* 
Ue undertaking : efpecially 
ic obftrudions in thcxray 'if ail 

were taken into confidcr^* 

e the troops of France and 
'ere laying fiege to Mi:iorca, 
aking of which thcv propofei 
a Final blow to the Briti(h 
n the Mediterranean, it was 
nedt in order to difplay the 
I of the H'jufe of Bourbon, 
trir fleets (h-mld at the very 
It attack thofe of (jreat Bru 
her own coaft. To this 
I the combined fquadrons hav. 
1 reinforced on their way, en« 
e chineel about the middle of 

> to the number of more than 
(ail, aboui lift^ of which were 

r intent was to intercept the 
nmicrcial fleets expelled home 
cafoQ of the year, and to pre- 
le failing of thofe that were 
to the Brlti(h fettlcmments 
As their multitude enabled 

ftrcich acrofs the entrance of 
uiel, itwasrcfolved inlLnglaiid> 
flauding their vaft fupcriority, 

naval force then tn readinefs, 
g of thirty fliips of the line, 
proceed immediately to fea, 
hunter 1*11 dangers for the pro* 
»f the home bound fleet r,. 
ral Darby, who commanded 
ifli, fleet prepared accordingly 
xecution o^ his orders ; and 
>il alacrity and deter oiinatioa 
d him, was manifefted by his 
uia meo : but he was detained 
rary winds in Torbay till the 
»f September ; dMrin>; which 
*cdem/raaawed iV jpoflc£oa 



of the fea adjacent to to the Weft of • 
England, and the South ot Ireland 
and occaiioned no little alarm fortho. 
fecnricy of the tradr returning • froa 
Jimaicaand the Leeward iflands. 

The wind ftill cu.'iniiinj the Britifh 
fleet in Torbay* the French and Spa- . 
nifh \dmiral8, on information of its 
inferiority, dt^bated about the propric- , 
ty of attacking it in that polition. 
Don Vincent D^>2, one of the Spaialii 
commanders, infifted, with great itre* 
huufnefs on the difgrace that would . 
attend the ne^led offuch an opportu* 
nity of attacking the Englifli, with fo 
fuperior a ftrength as that whlck 
could now be brought to acl againft . 
them. r- He off;:red to be foreoaoil ia 
the attempt. 

The propolal oftbis fpirited officer 
was highly applauded by the chief 
commiiider of the Freirch, M. dc 
Guichen. He looked upon theprefenft 
occafloA as the moll aufpicious tnat 
could be found. The principal part 
of the Britiih navy was now blocked 
up in a bay, from. whence there was no 
outlet, and where, if d<;f<*ated, every 
. (hip niutl be taken or dcflroyed. It 
was highly probable, coniidcring the 
vad fuperiority of the combined fleettt 
that of Great Britain would be worft- 
c'd. Such au event would at onco 
. terminate the war, to the utmoft hon- 
our and advantage of the Houfe of 
Bourbon and its allies. But were 
they, on the contrary, to decline an 
engagement, all Europe would brand 
them with timidity, and interpret 
their condu^ as a tacit acknowledg- 
ment of the fuperior ikiU and courage ^ 
of the Englifli. 

Thefe arguments were flrongly op- 
pofed, on the other hand, by M- de 
Beauflct, the fccond in command to 
M. de Guichen. He Contended that 
the fit nation of the Britifli fleet would 
enable it to fight them »t tbeit great . 
difadvantage : they could not attack 
it in a body, but muft iPorm their line , 
«-hcad» and 5a\\ do^n ^v^^"^ >*yi^ ^^*^ 
^)*«»l— TUW ^o>a5A ^*^* ^^^^ 
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#h all (idcsy the Baron himfclf mbrw 
tally wounded^ and the nrxt in com- 
n-dnd obliged to deliver up himfcir 
and his pnrty prifontfft of war in or- 
4tr to iToid being cat to pieces. 

The fplendor of this fucccfi n^ai 
IpT-.tly clouded by the death of that 
gallant young ofEcer, to whofe cotjdt»6t 
it was chirfly owing. Major Pierfon 
unhnpptly fell b> one of the laft dif- 
charpea from the Frrjich. He waa 
Lut in- the twcniy-fifih year of hit 
age. Hit left was deeply lamented not 
only by the tfoops and iohabitanrs of 
Jt:fcy, but by the whole nation. The 
military abxlitiet which he had dif* 
pistyrd on tliii occnfion , jyAified the 
liighefl prefumptions of what he might 
have provedf had he beea fo fortunate 
mJ to liirviTe. 

Of the whole fofce that landed 
iipon the if!aiid» amounting to up* 
viirdt of tight hundred men, not one 
cfcaped. They were all cither killed 
or taken. What added greatly to the 
})unour of the Britifli tniop», they 
t^'ere chiefly oew leviciy few of whom 
Lad (vcrbren in a^ion. 

This fvcond dtfeat of the French at 
Jrrfc-y, was no imall Oiortification to 
their miiiiHry, which had Ic^ng been 
earn ell ly dellrous of muflering that 
stnd the neighbouring ifland of Cuern* 
fey. It gritted them the norci as it 
pn}Ted, that notwithOiiuding ihty 
both lay in the perpetual view of 
Irkrcr, they wtrc objeAs of definace 
nuch more then of acquiHtion on that 
monarchy, and might be confidered as 
an invincible a 7gi.ment of the ical fu- 
peric^rity Great Britain prefervcd io 
:he Channel, in fpitc of the trar.(Jtory 
parade of tb^ French and Spaniih 
fleets. 

Another >fland, however, offered 

itfelfto their coniidtration at this 

time, of more impcrtance in it (elf, and 

of more general utility to the further- 

usee cf their defigns. This was Mi* 

norcHy of which the corquell was 

M)ift ouly more praAicablci on accoutit 

ofiu /noiotcflcfi £roA afiiUftcti V\iil 



would «Ub ingratiite them with SmIi^ 
and contribute to remote the diuoB*' 
tents with which that kingdom hdl 
been filled againft France, for haTia| 
drawn it into a conteft that had ptot* 
ed hitherto fo ezpenfite and minOM* . 

The fifrmation of this cnteiprtil 
took place early in the Jtw^ bnt.w* 
for fume time rctanicd by the 
length of the preparationa it rehired. 
They were not completed till towaidi 
the dofe of June, when M. dc Guic^ 
en failed from Breft, at the head of % 
fquadron corfiHing of the moft fomip 
dabit (hips in the French navy : thef 
were eighteen in number, five of which 
Carrie done hundred and ten guns. Iher^ 
were joined at Cadiz by thirty Spaaia 
(hips of the line, and a large ounsbcf 
of tranfports, carrying a body of tn 
thoufand regular troops. 

Great Britain had now fo omr. 
objeAs to employ her attentioD,' aal 
they were all of fuch momcnty that A. 
fufficient drength could not be cul-^ 
leAed in time to prevent the junAioi| 
and intended xnoverocnts of the Frend^ 
and Spaniards, at the peiiod and Sff^ 
tance at which they weie made.*- 
I'hey left Cadiz about the end t£ 
July, and laiideu their forces at Hi*. 
norca the twentieth of Augufi. Heie* 
they were fhortly joined by about fit 
thoufand French from Toulon. The 
ctmbined army of both Crowns WV 
under the coir.macd cf the Duke a£ 
Ciillon, a French Ccncral of gnal 
reputation. 

It was the fate of Minorca, tt thil 
junfiure, to be totatally unable !•• 
make any efifedtualrcliftanceagaiaftfilK; 
pouciful an enemy. I'Lc gmifapi 
confined only cf four regimcMii 
oftheni Biitifli, avdtmoHa 
they were excellent troopt» jwd csfl^ 
Inanded by two Geoenda oftbchq;^ 
abiliticfi aiid btatciy, GeBcnl tBrni 
and Sir^'illiamDrspcfi boChqf^ 
had in happier tini« nata^smgtg. 
tir.gniibed themicltc% dit f 
\s%iV^ i%xssxx\si^ \he fa 



S t d ft Y or THE L A T E- W A «. 43"!, 



fram that reafan, ai well ai 
!fs of their number, inade* 
e deftnce that would be ne- 
inft fach a mQlciti^de of af- 
<>m thefe caufes, much m«rt 
the vigour and efforts of the 
it Wis foon fofcl'^en, that 
vat ton of Minorca would 
f difficult, if not an im* 
undertaking : efpecially 
bflrudioas in the way of all 
:re taken into confidcra* 

he troops of France and 
layin;; fiege to Minorca, 
nqr of which thcv propofei 
Final blow to the Britifh 
he Mediterranean, it was 
i, in order to difplay the 
F the Houfe of Bourbon, 
flceta (h.)uM at the very 
attack thofe of C^reat Bn- 
er own coaft. To this 
e combined fqnadrons hav- 
Enforced on their way, en- 
fiincel about the middle of 
the number of more than 
, aboui lift^ of which were 

itcr.t W3S to intercept the 
jcrcial flcctb expelled home 
)n of the year, and to pre* 
failing of thofe that were 

the BritiHi fettlcmments 
Is their multitude enabled 
etch acrofs the entrance of 
!, ii wasrcfolved in Engla(id» 
ding their vail fuprriority, 
vii force then in readinefst 
it thirty (hips of the line, 
»ceed immediately to fea, 
ter isll dangers for the pro* 
ic home bouud fleet r^. 

Darby, who commanded 
fleet prepared accordingly 
uiion of his orders ; and 
alacrity and deteroitnatioa 
loif was manifefted by hit 
men : but he waii detauned 
r winds in Torbay till the 
September I dvrin/; which 
:a/rcmaiaed isi poSkSlQa 



of the fea adjacent to to the Weft of 
England, and the South ot Irelanl 
and oecauoncd no little alarm fortho. 
fecnricy of the tradr returning- froa 
Jimaicaaod the Leeward iflands. 

The wind dill cofininng the Briti(h 
fleet in Torbay, the French and Spa- . 
nifh \dmirals, on informal ion of it8 
inferiority, d«ibated about the propric- , 
ty of attackincf it in that position. 
Don Vincent Doz, one of the Spanilb 
commanders, infiilbed, with great lire* 
huufnefs on the difgrace that would . 
attend the ne;;le^ oUuch an opportu* 
nity of attacking the Engli(h, with fo 
fuperior a (Ircngth as that whica 
could now be brought to acl againft . 
them. r- He offered to be foreaoH ia 
the attempt. 

The propo{al oftbis fpirited officer 
was highly applauded by the chief 
commiuder of the French, M. de 
Guichen. He looked upon theprtfenl 
occa6oA as the moll aufpicious that 
could be found. The principal part 
of the Britidi navy was now blocked 
up in a bay, from, whence there was no 
outlet, and where, if defeated, every 
. (hip mull be taken or dcftroyed. it 
was highly probable, confidcring the 
vaft fuperiority of the combined fleets^ 
that of Great Britain would be worfl- 
t*d. Such au event would at once 
, terminate tlic war, to the utmoll hon- 
our and advantage of the Houfe of 
Bourbon and it6 allies. But were 
they, on the contrary, to decline an 
engagement, all Europe would brand 
them with cimtdity, and interpret 
their conduck as a tacit acknowledg* 
ment of the fuperior {kill and courage . 
of the Englifh. 

Thefe arguments Were flrongly op- 
pofed, on the other haf\d, by M- de 
Beauifct, the fccond in command to 
M. de Guichen. He contended that 
the Htuaiion of the Brilifh fleet would 
enable it to fight them at tbcii' great . 
difadvantage : they could not attack 
it in a body, hut muft JForm their line ^ 
a*hcadt and (a\\ do^n ^\ti^^ >kV^^ ^^*^ 
caftiaj— TbVW vf»j3A ^ti^V^* ^''^^ 



«45 HISTORY OFTHE'LATEWAI. 



▼aft fire of the enemy's artillery, no' 
lefs than tu the duration of the en* 
ga^cmeot, and th»; very advantiigeuus 
p'lilt'on talLen by Hvdtr Ally. This 
Iccoiid dtftal of this prince by Sir 
X,)rc CcM>tc» liappeiievl un the twency- 
icvcnih of Aiigult.' 

Fvjn the long and vi^oroiti re- 
fitlinre of his troo{>s oii thi« day, and 
the diffi>:u!ty with v.hich it uas won 
by the E»;jl»ih, Mydcr Ally conceiv- 
cd liupea, that bv degrees his people 
tKic)iU'.h frtrjU' nt tncountcra of this 
kin<)» v%\.ul - .ttt iii to 'AH eqiiallty of 
diic.piii.c >'ii<i ri folution uith theui. 
Id ll s c-^nhdcpcf he ventutcd, fomc 
%vecks liKer litis aiMion to (land 
anoth<.r battle ; bui he was defeated 
mrith great tr lof» than in the foinier. 

Undifcoira^ed by this want of 
fuccefs, Hydcr Ally invclUd a place 
of great (Ireiigth and importancfy 
called VcU'iiCt and exptdling that the 
Ttlicf of it wo'jM he attewpttd, feized 
an alvantageous pafs through wltich 
he knew t lie Bi it i(h troops muft talLC 
thiT \v;iv. Sir r>rc Cootc ad vane- 
€' acc< rCTpt^ly with that intent, ind 
foil id 1 iydvr \\\)'i army in ])< (Tcliitn 
of i-«me vciy Uroiiv^ gioundaon Loth 
the fries of a mai(h, w:iich he wai 
obliged to crofr. 1 he nun.b.TS of 
the eiiemy enabled them to attack 
him on cvciy j>art ; but it was nrin- 
cip»]Iy his tear agaiifl which their 
chief cfforu VLic dirt6i«.d. Here 
vtre the b3ju'pi«»;c and Ci nvcy of pro- 
▼ifioiib dilliiiLu fur the beiicgcJ, v^ho 
Wen ni.w .cdurctito the greatetl ex- 
trcii ity. By fc zing ihcle, bt)th the 
£ iiith «riT>y antJ garrjfou would have 
been -qii;!!/ dillrtlt. 

Hyecr .»lly exerted all his ai5livity 
tOLicompliil* thiie purpoicb ; but tl^e 
fnint of i) e Britifli trrcps was fuch 
that tlity extricated th^rrvclvt^ com- 
pletely 1 Kim this c a ngrro us pafi, and 
forced their way to Wllotc in dcfpitc 
of all ubructions. 

iVpfwitiiltanding thisfa4lur?j Hydcr 
Ally lii.l rtioLed v.poa auoiWr VT\a\. 



firr as before, he waited the retail i' 
the Bnttfh tror^ps on the fane ffrtti 
His attack wa^ conduced with great 
Ikill and figour : their fliaks aid 
front were afTiilcd at oiice » «nd i 
heavy cannotiade maintained daring 
the whole afkion. It ladled a v^rttt 
purtofthe afrernoon ; bur tenriDittI 
with hi% iiitire c^efeat, and with the 
lofs of number* of hib fcUAi d men. * 

'i*hefe uninterrupted iuceefics of 
the BritiiS troojis in the Camattc^ 
were attended with the tnoi\ f< riuiate 
c(»nfrc|i)enLM to the intcreit of too 
halt Iiidi^'Coir.piny. Among uthuii 
it onabhd the Fi cadency zl M»diai^ 
on rtreivipg iniclligence of the rup* 
ture beivccn Great Britain and Hoi* 
land, to nndtrc;>kc .'in expecitiioii a* 
gain ft the print t pal Du:ch fcttkroicift 
on the coaA i;f LVre^mcndel. 

This was the impcrtaQt townaad 
harbour of Negapatam, fituated tolbc 
foi!th of Madras, in the tjeij^hboar^ 
Iiooj! (»f Tan jour. The danger f»f at 
beccniir.g a place of arms for Hydcf 
Ally, nnd his French allies, were it tft 
reoiaio in the hands oft he V'Utch, noar 
bee (vme enemies to Britain, wan too 
obvious not tn endeavour to d;fpofi£i 
them of it as fuuD as poffibh:* at tbt 
preftntjun6^ure. 

The charge cf carrying on ibis iflit 
port ant eiiterprizc by Uod, was cool* 
mitted to Sir Ht£lor Munro, while Si^ 
Edward Hughes flationed hisfqnadiab 
ft) as to intercept all relief by ftU 
'] his officer htid already ^vco a feanti 
check to Hjder Ally, on the #ft 
of Malabar. That Prince had tt" 
petided Tafl fums, and beftowad ib* 
nienfe care and labour iu the imcaap' 
xnent cf bis two ieaports o{ &)Eit 
and j^^angalo^c in that countrj« ^Dtt 
were hi? naval arfenalf, and dMlitti 
a confidetdUe iiuuibcr tS 0^^"^ 
force ; but they were flB' dk^ 
by Sir Edward Hugbe^ t^l 
\exRtiou of Hyder iUl^a 
prcjeded the defigin c' 
Vvtui^^ w(^\i^% V^wctHA -" 
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uiiTertaking again il Negapatam 
^owLvtr, accompaoicd uith a 
,' of tn\ cciimcntt. The ncciffiiy 
itinuaJiy reinforcing the array 
T18 i:^tMig in the ti.-ld agaioft 
Ai'.y, had fo drained the dif- 
• ganilcRs, that very inccm- 
tic force Cv uld be fpared to. Sit 
r MuniG, icT the fcrvict pro- 

l^«.^j;;:rpatam was in a ftrong 
fucitn.t, frorn the furtiticatioD* 
ad lauly btm added lo it ; 
iydcr Ally, fi>rcfeeing that it 
iu.all probaLiluy be attacked 
c tn^. (h, had dilpatched a 
oJy cf infantry and cavalry to 
l\ en the p..r.ifon. It confilUd, 
icfe reinfo!Ccaitnt8y of mote 
ight thou land men, while the 
r cf ttic btiiegers did not a* 
10 iivt' thoufand. 
CT landing the battering cannoa 
le {hipSf which was a work of 
lunger and diiilculty, from the 
iclbcf the lea, an attack was 
on the lines and rcdoubtfp 
tltc beficg<.d had conllru^cd 

Lvtnue) to the town. The 
I th<it were employed upca 
caiiuH, aflailcd tr<ent with fuch 
e and fury« that the enen.y 
lot uithilaiid them an inflaoc* 
fpofiiiviis that had been made 
defcncCf were very judicious, 
ernaixture of horfe and foot 
d the lines : had the affaiknts 
way, their total defeat mud 
ifued from the purluit and ex* 
I to which they would have 
tpofcd. But fo great was the 
with which the valour of the 
feamen ilruck the whole gar- 
.bat the foot ran jjpmediately 
Iter in the town» and H)der 
horfe fled on the firit onfet in- 
adjacent country ; from whence 
ere cither unable or uuwilling 
rn into the town. 
; days after ftorming the lineSf 
approaches were made» and a 
able battery eredicd ; ag^infk 



with all thetr rematntngi foitc ; but 
they were tepul fed with great flaug^ 
ter. Another battery being conitiuc* 
ted, the fire from both operated (a 
effe6iually, that a breach was fooA 
made, and followed hy a prcparncioa 
for an aflault. The I) utct Governor 
pnyptied bcretipou u> fiinender qa 
capitulation. The terms grantecl tp 
him wire, that private property ez« 
ccpted, the town a/td its dependencies, 
with whatever appertained to the 
Dutch governor and Compaayy (houkS 
be delivered to the Englifli : the gax« 
rifon to remain prifonersof war, and 
the Governor and cficcii in the civil 
or military departments (o be at large 
on their parole. 

The rcduftion of I^cgapatam coni* 
pleted the revolution tha( had begun 
to take place in the fouthernprovmcea 
on the coaU of CoromandeL It not 
only redored the power and influence 
of the £a(l India Company in thofe' 
parts, but it raifed the reputation and 
dread of the Britiih arms higher than 
ever. They had, in the cuurfe of 
this campaign, tiiomphed fucccflivcl/ 
over Hyder Ally, the French^ and 
the Dutchy united together for their 
humiliation, and confidently prefum- 
ing to reduce them to the necelTity (5€ 
yielding to the fuperiority with which 
they were aflailed in every quarter. 

The univerfal failure of every at« 
tempt asainlt the LngUfb, and the 
continual good fortune that had at* 
tended them this year, made fuch aa 
impreilioa on many of the indiaa 
princes and chiefs, that had ftibmittcd 
to Hyder Ally from fear, or embraced 
his party from intereil, that tbey now 
earnelily fought for reconciliation with 
the Engliih. They now confide red 
them as f tally re«cftaUi(hcd on thwir 
former footing of flrengtb, and bid • 
ding fair to confiim and increafe it 
beyond a probabihty of being (haken. 

Hyder Ally himfelf was equally 
aAoniflied and flung with grief at thia 
uncxpe&ed rctuia ot ^xii<^t.\\v^ \.^ -a^. 
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httn pcifttadcd wwfaft dccfining, ami 
whom, he iloubted tiot, h^ (hould be 
the principal inftruroent in bringing 
to ruin and expelling from India. Fe 
now faw hitt garrifona ccmptlled to 
evacuate the grtatcit number of thofe 
places they had occupied in the fcre- 
gotnff campaigna m the rich aod m^ 



portant diftrift of Tasjooraadil 
viront. Thefe difappowtmcsH 
deeply into hiaafpiritig and aulitiHil' 
mmd ; and though his fpirit «u tsa 
great to acmit of dcfpondcncty jd 
he could not fail being powcifilf 
affcded bj thia (udoco rvKxk offer;' 
tunc. 
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• Mlnorc't ^Statia -^ni St. Chri Gopher. — Viljfy obtainci 
Aliiiral Rxi/iey over tas Fn.uh Ficst in ths yVd/t- Indies. 



flE 6^fi^t nf Gibraltar and ber, no material event took 'place.' 
Vfinorci were dill carried on by About this time a fally was made oa 
nitei furcfi of the H >iire of tlie Duke of CrlUon'f head-quavters^ 
01, with the utnnoll f^irit and wuh fo much vigour, and was fo judi* 
^4 and bo h places defended cioudy coniufiedy that he was com* 
inabate<J firmnels and obllioacy pelled to abandon them* with the loft 
eir rcfpedive garrif^ns. But of a number of prifonert. The whole 
rca was evidently in the greateft army of the befiegfrs was brought 
Tf from the facSity with which ft)rward on this occafioo to diOodge 
ncmy could provide reinfirce* the Britifh troops; but their dif« 
i and fuppliesy and the difficulty pofitioo and countenance were fucb^ 
1 veyingany rtlitfto the befieged* that the Duke did not think proper to 
le Courts of Verfailles and Ma- attack them ; and .they had the hon- 
however they might confkler the our of maintaining the pod they had 
^um of Gibraltar as dubious, en- fcized during a whole day, and of re* 
ned nn doubt of being able to tiring unmoledcd. 
:e Minorca. But notwithllandtng the refolntioa 

le commencement of th« fiege and (kill difplayed by the beiiegedt 
rrarked by an incident highly the fuperiority they had to contend 
urable, to General Murray, the with, in refped to artillery and Dum« 
:roor. Impatient to have pof- bers, was fo great, that they alone 
n of tills important fortrefs, the were fufficient to put their fortitude 
t of Spain enJeavonred, through to the utmod trial. 
>fFer of an immenfebribe, to cor- It has, however, by adequate and 
that officer's fidelity. The an* impartial judges been alTcrted, that 

ke returned to the Duke of had no other caufes intervened « the 
on, who had been commiiiioned fiege of Minorca would have tenni- 
ake this trial, was (Iriking. He nated as glorioully as that of Gibraltar^ 

him to underdand, that when and the enemy been obliged to re- 
mud iiludrious of his ancedors linquifli the attempt, 
been tempted by bis fovereign to But while the French and Spani(h 
[in^te his rcfradory and rebellious army were iveding it from without^ 
rd, the Duke of Guife, he nobly a far mure dreadful and dangerous 
lined fuch an office ; and that he enemy had taken pofleflion of tlie 
felf (houldf after this precedent, place within, and committed fuch ra-^ 
ircfufed to attempt the icdudion vages among the bcfieged, as were 
nun of b<>nottr. much more deftruftivt thvi ^b^o&rlLt.^ 

rom the bnding of the enemy ta (uSertd &(om\X^ c&ccuau\ ^V>^&& t^'-^ 
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The commiinication with the count- 
ry being entirely cut off, no Aippliet 
of ve]?('tables could be cjiwrytr-i i^i 
the garrifon. They were reduced to 
the neceflity of fubfiiliag on fait pro- 

Mfiil of the troops thtt compofcd 
fhr jarrifotXi having been lonjj Ititiop- 
td in th ■ iflmd, ha>i jccuilomed them- 
fclvet to a conftant and regular ufcr of 
^fe^etaMe dietv i he fudden depriva* 
ffjon of a fpccies of f lod, to which they 
irerr become habituated, proved fuch 
a fkwke to tbcir cott.iitBtiofM, as they 
vcrc unable to ftaod. /Vnaong other 
complaint ft, it produced that molt 
terrible and fatal one to men coofiaed 
in ttiip^ and garrifons, the fcurvy. 

What contributed greatly to ttf 
progrcfs, was the incloCed and narrow 
fpace to which thry were confined, and 
the ncccdity to which they were com 
pilled of living in the cafemates, and 
places under ground, in order to 
flielter themfelves from the dreaJful 
and inceffant fhowers of ftiot and thells 
that fell day and oight upon every 
part of the fortrefi. 

This continual fire« under the 
diredion of a numerous and expert 
body of engineers, could not fail to 
make an cfFrr(^ual impreflion on a fpot 
cffo limited an extent. 

In the mill ft of thiA fcvere trial, their 
ConP.ancy and perfeverance were ia- 
▼TT'i'iWe. Such was iht- zial they 
felt f(>r the honour ofche Briti(b name, 
to nfo their own expreifion, that many 
of the common foldicrj, though on 
the point of death, concealed their 
condition from their officers, in order 
to have the confi>Iation, as thi-y faid, 
of expiring upon duty with tlicir arm* 
ID their hands. 

The (late of the gimfon was in 

the commencement •f February eighty 

two, fo enfeebled, that the whole 

sunbcr able to do duty, amounted to 

so 9i'>re than fix hundred and fixty | 

and of f hef*", fcarccly a hundrtA weic 

lie zziatcii with the Ctui^vy. Yrottv x\vc 

^octtircfit Icitiiaonj ofilit 



and fur^eons it appeared, that, St 
very fc y days, there ni;fhl not prtS 
bahly br left a fing-lc f il Jier in aciit* ' 
dition to bear arms. 

In the mean time» the neceldry 
guArh rt quired fuur hunjrej lai^ 
fifteen men. Hcmcc it was cTMat« * 
that asthcT^ could not be rr«riilir!rfv- 
licvcd, illncfs arid fatigue would 
fpcedilv ovsrcoTic :-»em. In this ex* 
tr.-mity Govern ir '•furray propoU 
terms of cmitulationt by wiiicl the 
Carrifon m*:j It be permiifd tj pre-- 
ferve their liberiy on furr<-nd^rrln?tiif 
place ! But th^ Du.*ce of Crdion ia« 
f irmfd hin, that his orders were tO' 
liiieo to no capi^.ulation. bii: aider 
the expief'i condition, t^at the gwi" 
fon fhoidd remain prifoners of w^r. 

To fofien however the ri:;o'JT of 
his rnftni^ion^, he allowed thcrii tv 
retnm to England, on G*^ncral >Iiir* 
av's e ngat^ring, that thet- (h.)uH not 
ferve again during the war, lillre^n* 
larly exchanged. 

Every other conctfli iki wa^ grantd 
that could be required or expedcd* 
To thelionour of the French cn«« 
mander, be feemed Vj feel a pecoHiT 
fatisfaclion, in expredin-^ the bigliefc 
fcnfe of rcfped for the Governor, aai- 
the troops under his command. 

In the firft article of the ca'pitulatM 
Ci-aenl Murray demanded that 
thf: gnrrifon mult furrendcr prifom 
they fliouM be allowed all the b 
of war. Thi», it waa added, 
contrary to his in(lru(^;ois, and 
tend to his glory, as certainly no 
ever gave greater proofs of I 
having defended themfeirca ali 
the laft man. 

The Duke's anfwer teftifici 
readiell and mr»ft gcnerona 
the General's affertion ; and 
fpecified, " that, in ronfMrii 
theconftancy and valoari 
and his men had fhewn in ^ 
defence, they /houM ree^ 
fdUttary h')dourt cuafiftnr 
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frefs of St. Philip was delivered up to period highly uiipropltious to Brt^ 
the combined forces of France and tain. 

Spa[n. Perhaps, faya Geoeral Mur- The fucccfs which the ^jrnch had 
rty« ID his letter upon this occafiun, met wriih, diiriiij the preccJiii;^ fu n< 
a more noble nor tragical fceiie was mer, in rciuci.ij ToJa^d, induced 
feldom ezhibitedy than the march of th:*m to ealt their cye<t on the othvr 
its garnfon through the French and Brit ith itlHuds in tiie In(l::in fens, with 
SpaniHi armies It contilted of no a vicvr of attacking the n at a con- 
laorethaa fix hundred old dccrepid venient opjiuitmiity. Tiicy Teemed, 
fuldiers, two hundred fcaaent one ho«rcver, too wrii gunrlcd at tiie 
hundred and twenty of tite Royal lime tu HfTont tlkem any hope oi fur* 
Artillrry, and about fifty Corficans, ccedmg. The only one upon whicfit 
Greeks, and others. 1 he two armies after much confuiiaiion, tiicy ventured 
were drawn up fronting each other, to make an attempt, wait hat of oia* 
Mad formed a lane for the ^arrtfon to tiay which had luren taken from the 
pafs through, reaching fioiii St fht' Dutch at the commencement of the 
lip's to George- Town. Here the year, and of which they were iufonn* 
garrifon laid down thrir arms, declar* ed thegarrifon thcu;;ht itfeh in a Rate 
lag they had furrcndered them to God ofperfecl U-curity fi^'ii any enemy, 
alone, and t hat the conquerors could on account of the dillir.ulty of its 
Coly boaft they had taken an hofpitaL accifs. 

Such was the diftrefsful figure of Tht Marquis de BouiIIe, upon re* 
tbe BritiAl troops, that many of the ceiving this information, dtterni'iicd 
French and Spaniards, it was (aid, to improve the oppdrtunicy it i.tiVred 
Aed tears as they paflcd them. 'I'he of rzducioi^ that ifland by furprife ; 
humanity of the l3uke ofCrillon, and aod in this attempt he was foriuiiate 
of his officers, was highly coiffpicu«us enough to lu.ceed. 
ERI this occafion. No kind of reh'ef The mamier in which the ifianr] of 
ITM left nnfought for the aiSftance of Satia was rc^taken, though it reflected, 
the ficUy remains of the ganifon. no difgiaccon thevalourof the Britiih 
Every poiiible care and attention uos troops, c:;ulJ no' fail to cad a (hade 
paid to them ; and they ivcre treated on thit miUt^ry vigilance and cir- 
■rith every mafkofrefptcland fympa* cumf;.e6tion which had hitherto cha« 
hy, vihich could be expeded.^m a ra^crifed them. Their {vruzl de« 
reneroQS conqueror. ficiency in thele cfTential requifitts in 

Thus did the iflandof MSacrca n* ^ar, upon this occafion, expofcd them 
urn to the dominion of Spain, after to univeifal ar.d well merited ccnfnre* 
t had been in the poflc-ffion of Great It was with prcuhx fnfsfft^ion 
)rftain, fince the year feventeen hun- the Murqulft of jUmu 1« t«)ok lii s op- 
Ired and eight, vhcn it was taken portam'ty of fi^-ni'liiing his diJintcrelU 
y Sir John Leake and General^ after edoefs ia pccunidiy matters. Among 
rards Earl Stanhcp, and had| together the fpoils that fell into his hinds, a 
rith Gibraltar been coxtfidered as litj^e fam of money was chimed by 
uepf the Dobleft trophies, and moft the Britifb commanding officer, aa 
iluable acquffcions to Britain, dur- being private property : this was ge- 
kg the triumphant reign of Queen ncroufly reilored to him by the Mar- 
,nne. ^ois ; who caufed, in the fame man- 

llie lofs of Minorca in Europe^was^ nsr, whatever had belonged to Dutch 
zcompaatcd by events of the liJsa innividuals, to be reterved, in ord<r . 
iture in 01 W parts, that marked to be rtturued to them, and fuffcrcd 
ic clofe of the year eighty one, and nothing to be^tvtc^ V>\i\ Ovm ^^ A>jr^ - 
J9 h^busiifg<ff mgbtptwor aa a ariljnsfaaia.4^b)» Q&t^V^l^'^^':^ 
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liid l)f en taken by the En^Iifh when 
tliiry capiuri'd t'le ifland. 

'I li-* ''Kniin^ nf the cnfa«ncf ye.ir 
w.is;ioK-fs nnfivourabic to t^c En^- 
li*i o:» tJi'T co:ui.K*nt of South /V't^^-'^i* 
ca : w".-ri' t!ie fettlcnenis of De- 
merarf -iivi Ucqubo, cf which thry 
liai «!cpr*vel tlic Ditch in the he- 
glnnin ; of the p»-rct'«.lin ▼ ycir, were 
lii..\v r t.tki."* hy th*? F'cuch. 

15ui tli-fc I'u'cvtLs of its ancient 
e^tmv, tlioii r'n futli :icJilly .iioriifvnf 
to the Br«ti:h m'inn, were quickly 
f'l'^' 'Will i)y .111 a'lcujpf of mill h more 
ii:. 1 rtincc. '!'h- I'ntcTprllin^ difp'>- 
li i Ml (>f lilt- M.irquis <V Itou'lie, had 
L n,; turn M !iii vtows to the fu^ ju^a* 
ti'-n of the rich fflind of St. Ciirid»« 
phi-r, i>nof »hf i ii.ii iJofT.-Iil m oi both 
tl-c rri'TK'S nnJ Ei^Ii^h, till the vie- 
to- ii'i? irm* ofibc lit'cv txjuiicd ihc 
firnuM at the commencement of thu 
p.tv.::it ofMl'iry. 

1 X 'ii.ivc of'.hc v.il:c of this Fertile 
iflc, Dth'r motives ofTrrrd themfelvet 
to-ihe Mirquis. He knew that num- 
!x'* of the inhibliHuts were highly 
il^fTH'sGctl at ihe f-siziir.* of their pro- 
lurty on the ui;!'!^ of Sra'Ia from the 
J[)-.ifch. Hj? wjs alfj well acquainted 
\»*ih rSeIr rlif »ppr»ibalion of the gene- 



Td] i^Hurl of l!ie Britifh jjov-jrn;rcnt, 
Bin] that main- of them did not fcrubic 
t") ixpf.fsthr moll bluer rcientmcat 
oil tli'Tf v.iriuii? accounts. 

l'x\i 6lfn;^julUy to meet with little 
re'id uice trosn a difroiitcnred pvoplc, 
he f(»'mcd tne projcci cf attacking 
this liliind, wM!e the ciufcs of their 
compljintt V. fff ftill frcfh in their rc- 
T^itmbraoce. — \or was it otherwifein 
a roridliJ'^n for ^ vig;orouf defence, 

'{"he Old) pUce of llrength in the. dcfign upon^ St. Chri(lophcr» he 
ifTa-id wat Bnm(li>ne Hill, fltuated * ed to Antigua, where talciogoii 
On the (hore, mar tlic town of Sandy 
Pi^iiit, which it ovcr-looiu and com« 
Slimes. 

On the landing of the French ar« 
tny, which from the frreitneiii of its 
ioree coiil 1 not be prcvvntedy nor e^eii 
opp it d with lafety* Gcucn^ YtsAct twenty two : but the qfl 



Brim ft one Hill.-^The whok of )Af» 
ftrengthy befidcs tbe reguUn abofe* 
mrntiuned-, did not exceed four ban* 
drcd militia, brov;Tbt to hit al&Aatce 
by Gi'Vtriior Shiiley. But twice the 
number that compofed the garrifoa 
would have hardly fuSccd for a pro- 
per defence. 
The French having made good their 
landing at BaiTeterre* the priocipal 
town in the iiland* advanced immedU 
atcl. to Brimilone Hill, which thej 
clotMy in vetoed oo every fid<» The 
ill for'.une of the b'-fieged was ioftanc* 
td upon this occafion in a rooft /e* 
markable manner. Eight brafs twenty 
four pounders, with fix thoufand bab 
of correlpnnding weight, and two 
lar^e bnils mortars, with fifteen hm- 
drcd (hcl)K, had been carried to the 
bottom of the hiU, with an intent \9 
convey them to the fummit : bat 
through fomecaufe that never came, 
to light, they w^re left in that fitui* 
f ion. When the enemy were lande^ 
it was too late to fecure themt aai 
they fell into tht hands of\he Frenchf . 
who without this unixpeded fupplft 
would have been grt a tly retarded jm : 
their operations. One of their ftor^ 
fhips, loaded mth the principal mt- 
tcrials forafiege, had been wreckci. 
on the rocks near the ftiore, and M*' 
other of equal confcquence» had beet 
captured by the (quadroa under Ad* 
miral Hood. * 

lliis vigilant and enterprifitfg of*. 
ficcr lay at this time at Barbadoc^. 
againft which the French firft inlcid" 
ed to dired their motions, but hid 
been prevented by contrary wiadb^ 
I'he moment he waa apprised * ~*^ ' 



all the iroopx that could be. Jpffi^: 
he ilc^rtd diicdly for Bdmik'. 
where the French fleet tm ift m 
with a deterroinatioD to 
though it confitted of thiit| 
of the line, and UfOir 
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•f his officers and mr'n, made him 
overlook a!l diladvaiila^res. On his 
arrival, his fiiil a^in WdS to get be- 
tween the enemy and the lUand ; 
wtiich point he v«ry arifuUy accoin- 
pliilu'd. 

The conda6\ of Admiral Hood 
throughout this rtmarkpUct'r.uf «:ti n^ 
was conliJercd by the «bUll ju^i^cs 
in thefe inatitrs, as j.oe of trie gudicit 
profeflional cx.niusis that had hap- 
pened during the whole wur. It (Iruck 
the enemy with the highdl adinira- 
tion of his nbilitKs, and with no Jinle 
appreheiiftons of them : i[ fcrved lo 
confirm the impartial world in the 
opinion it h.i(^ tormed, that (he naval 
genius of Britain would render htr 
an overmatch fur all her enemies. 
In order now to obtain information 
^ of the iiiuation and circumllanccs of 
the garrkbn at Brimftone H:II, two 
officers, the one bcKinging to the 
navy, the other to the ar.Tiy, both of 
them rcfolute and intclligL-nt men, 
were difpatchcd on fhore, and found 
means thn.mgh many dilfical;ics to 
execute their commiiTion. The incf- 
fage they urou;5r.t back from Gcncr.il 
Frizer, was in the Uile of thv ohl 
warriiTTsin tht dnys ot the Eti wards 
and Henries : General Piehot hid 
fciit him word of his arrival with fiic- 
coars ; to which the blunt and jral|^„t 
yt reran rephed, that a^ he had taken 
th«. trouble to come with troops to 
his afliibuce, he th >uld, doubilcts, be 
giaJ to lie him, bur. that he w^s in no 
w<int(»fli:m or them. 

This fpiritcd miffa^e induced the 
Ij'iiifo comm^nrlers to hii'd a body of 
troops ; in order, if pr.idicrtble, lo 
fe:zcon forne poll that'm.jiht eiuible 
them to impLde the eiiciiiy'3 0|;cra- 
tions. 

liut as the vaft (upcTiority of tlie 
enemy rendered an atun.pi upon thim 
inipra^ticatle, the iltiaclnucnl on 
ihorc was withdrawn. Siiil, how* 
cviT, the garrifon continued its de- 
fence with unabated refolmitm ; in 
hiy^t, that as fova sa fuSicunt rcin- 



forcementjj arrive«l, ihey would iin« 
meciirtlcly pr »cee(l lo tiieir alinLain-e. 
In thib view iiicy ii.ppor^ej tiic haiu% 
flfii.s ani cnuhiiiidi IsjU mat \Mrc 
daily cnere:iiiii-;, uith lii.^u.a; ^.er- 
lcvcraiu.e ami i<Mritude. 

i he !:c^c ..au n^*\ I .iUd five weeks. 
Haiair^d ov UhCLui'ii^ Zuii^uc, i.ic ic- 
mai.;Sot Lf'e '^arrilcu .vtii. ai.ur/ic L«j 
ivitlitlanu any h^iigur Uie iiiiojtiaL;!': 
duty that w as now impoice upon tiitin 
ot being uuuer aiiii^ bom Ch) uiid 
ni^hi- i hcirriUir.ber ua;> lo iCwUCvd 
thai It wouia iiave LLcn iuip^ iao.c to 
rchil an afluult ; aitd this wua Loiiviy 
looke^i for, troni the to:al dcuu;iiviu:i 
of tlie works in looll {.h;ccs, aad aj- 
molt a!l the gun« btn.^ ciLiur UdV 
mounted ordiidbied. 

In ihii csuremjty it was thought. 
ncccCary to capitwiate. 'I tic gciic- 
roiity the Mdrquib de hcuiile had u.i- 
played upon Uniiliar occahoiis, «as. 
a luihcicut iaducea.ent to ailurj. i..e 
garrilon ample expectation 01 o;:i?.j 
treated with iill manucr of induJ^« !>l\» 
bu: he was pigiiipicu by a^tcluui^.l 
motives to grant tieni tvcy rfcju<.it 
thty couhl make, iu order 10 le^uie 
a."^ f-og as p.itbie the pulielli'j.i oi i..c 
ii]:uid« '1 he .trrival ol /mhIiIIuI K.ie.-. 
licy was daiiV expecicd, n-g-^nui vvi.i^ 
iueii a uavid ctiiiKiUciiLiic a^ v.* jM 1 
place the Bniith ll- et upon a i::li e- 
(ju.ilf.ty aiKali, tt iioi a lb^>eri^iii\ i<i 
tuc lieneV'. 

irviiii iheic coiiC.lnntions, the terii»s 
ot Itic Capiiulalion were x.ivc»u...i)i(. in 
the l»ii;ij«.ll dc; Tcjr. — ri.iv \si.if t..i: 
fame in vegKU to i:ic ii.^Aiilaiil;, .is 
thole gidiiied ro t. e lij-iul o: D>;:n!.* 
nico ; u;irt t.'ie ganiiui., l. ....«.« li.c 
honours of v^ar, w^is ^.ei:iii>.'. : lo irr 
turn lo Lu^Itti.o, oi; (.i<iiv.:iinii of u.tc 
ik.iV! 11^ :i£^.iiuit iihucc or it:> »At;.a ..»U' 
exc;:,ui^-evL 

'riie iVi.,r#j»iis dc 7ii ull'e, with a 
magnanimity that added n^w ii.^Lre 
to hi;> charucttr, to uphnicuied i»o- 
VcMior Sliirley and Generai tra/.^r 
wich,their perlon^ hhcriy. Mis ex« 





rendrrcd to t)ie S[janiar<U) bit 
credit cf ihe British arms wu i 
ftin«iiir(] at GibraUi*r» unucr ga 
hliiot Vx govcmori and tkcii fci 
cisbic attack on ihv iSth cf ScpUi 
with l(t)atio||; batteries of an.) 
catiiioiii &^. in ftiips from I40( 
600 tons burden » cndrd is di 
\i' intmMtt, and thciUfttu6i4n 
all the fhips and moft of the affar 
in thtm. Ibegarrlfos wa& rehsv 
loid li'ivre, in the niunth of OAi 
who off'rcJ L.ttlc to the comb 
force of France and Spain, tfai 
twelve f,iil ui thr line inferior, 
militaiy opentioiis aficrihisy 
and of little coufcqucnce 
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tion ^hFch fprcificd this f&T.:ur» did naval fuperioriiy \ aad 

equal hitfiuur both to him and thofe Villede Parts, and ntu ft of .^ 

gen* ic (run. I'rcnch (hips taken by admirillfjiil 

'' Out ofrt:fpc£l,' bfTaidt ^« to the weir lod at fca before thcf Ol 
cou.'.i^e aiid dcirimiiied conduct of tczch iingland, befidea two of < 
i.tn.rals Shirley rnd Frcz^r, it is a* uwr fiiip^of the line. 
g'Ccd that they fhall no. bo conti- May Sth, tnc fiahamg iflindi I 
il'-U'vi as pr f 'tiers of var : thr furmtr 
may reM'rn ti» his govtnimtni « f Hn- 
ti^ui, ;ii d the iaucr may Loniinue 
in the fnvlrr nf ]■,[« country; being 
happ« ti» icllifi'this n.ak or p ■riii;ii 
lar eHccP! tor thi?rttMobr<«vc « flircrs." 
The ndudion tf St. Lhi^ttopher 
took place &n tie thirtrmih day of 
February, in the year «ii hty two. 

The valuj'.ble ifl.tnd of J^tmaica 
tcruld foon probably have ili/trfd the 
finn- iaie» had M«)t tSe Hniith fle<t 
und^r Aiiiu'ral Ko-Kcyifi-llen in witl^ 

tint cf the luuch umler the Count 

l^c CrallV, in their way to j**in the 

S}*ai)lh liect at St Domingo. 'I he 

T.'H tJ the French was loci fur a( vant ed 

to fiipprt the icnirt, atd a fit^nal pjtnam, a fcttlemenl in the Eiftll 

\i(R -I V wan obtained ov*r them. The and Tiibcomule on the iflandof ' 

F.cnch adrjlrrfl in the Vil!c cle Pznis loD, %^cre tai^en ficm the I>iitd 

cf I 10 ^'"1 5 (.1 pr. Twit trrm thr city the lirsi.fli foicts ; but the ¥t 

cf Paris to tic French Wing), w: s fi.cn rtciiviip cniii'i'lcTaLk ftw 

taken, with two f.vei.ty -lours, aid f?cn) J uri>pe, look Cudtjdlore, re 

onr of r:^ rrn: ; a 74. tt-n IhiplKw 

up })y arcit.i'iit loon iiiicr Hic was in 

Mir pftrVfiif.n. and another 7^ funk 

CMiiii^j t! •. ergrpcrr.enl. A fewdwys 

: ftei, two 11". rt (>f t* e f»me fleet, oi 

64 ^'jiifj «.;'eM, v.^fe r.ptupy. liylhis 

v!^er\ ft I'r 12th cf Ap il. ti.e de- 

fflii ai':\i» li I Ti'.r^ir.i Wrt.-* fiu if rated, 

?nd a<wi'i;fal iMrnt^'s »"eput''t'on i nd 

jn'errli W' »-e ji f.ajl . i.'osfiiterL 'I he 

rew nvi.ii': r, for ivs conAtft a\ St% 

}vih«is ??H tliiTiri iiei*; vi:h Ionic 

ri hi«. * iii.tai::^, iint: v.'rn tl't nirrehawts 

and p'.-.M'rii', i.to. (o{rii^ctd hiiL»» and 

ir.ui.c!t<^ to h; ve p!i- l.c«!cii the tn- 

<MrTy i'Tutl e tr;«rl;*f»H ns ntFnftatij*; 

I lit il'is w'6^i»ry f;Ieii'e-J a'), and pro- 
cured Kr.i tl e ni; i."y fjf an Krg^fh 

fC€T, N'CrliM iirlv.ii.tP.pfti folhmed ; 

lU't M,€ r.t the ilitind^ ti>Kcn fn:m us 

ky tLt 1 rtUi'hy VkUR l;tttTtp\tc\ Vl)V»« 



Trlre(.ii.a]e« itrrctd the Britifll 
u\ icvcr:>l adlons, tut none <!cc 
a id enaVaeci llyder Ally to witM 
wi:hvaiir.iH 1uecrf<«, all liie cSoi 
Sir £) re Cootr, and his troopAf 

Tlie i-ta:h or the niirquiso(4l 
in^ham, cu ti.e i il «4 July^QCcrf 
a violent ion.nii:ticii in the Cll 
;*'..d lefTeixC. t!)e hopcM which bid 
ftii:ied ff :n.p>iUi.t natioDlI vC 
fmr.i the i^'w di!niiuiUr&tioa» <' 
.''fuUiitiie iuc^e:dcd ihc IMfWi 

hilt !..;o ci'the ttcafury, ftadicjf 
\iv>i}ioiit tie kni'V ledge of )iii 
]c3^uf3. 'J his gave great oifei 
fine, paiticujaily to Mr« *|lui 
L rd yA.v. \^avcndiA)} »L<H*ii&k'ii 
rci-^nit.1 iLtii |bcca» aad CI 
a liiuc c^vcf.iion is jAr 
cc'irn ( hit. ^ir iox dccM 



v\c yv-A^eivlcc on which. 



Ci^vcuiij AciviiUUuCa^ vLt ^xx%v ia& <;-«a^x\»^\k 
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and hit adhcrcutt ; that 
m was to be rcvivtd» mod 
wkth9 old mim% or ind<:ed 
IK that could be found, 
pcrfonn whom neither pro* 
i blady nor priaciples of 
lire : they would abandoo 
lies for the fake of power^ 
)uldfiow drive to ftrcngthea 
by any menna which cor- 
dd procure { aud he cxj^eA- 
n a very ihort umcy they 
oined by thofe very men 
t houfe had precipitated 
feats." The duke of Rich- 
eral Conway, and others^ 
4 that there was bo devia- 
prcfent cabinet frooi tht 
m which they had entered 
and coatiaued to ad with 
irne, till under his aulpicea 
narics for a general peace 
:d« Thm the public beheld 
ind even lord Jnha Caven- 
cing with the old mini(tcrf« 
h particularly ; emi>racing 
en whom th<^y had drive i 
f^'atSy and threatened with 
:i)t9 ; .tiidcoiitinuiiig to join 
I in reprobating the pc xc 
too great cunccilions to the 
at they might llorm the 
ive lord Shelburne and his 
>ai it» and feat themfclves 
;a they haddefpifedyin their 

treaty of peace between 
itain and Fra(ice» Gieat 
icd to France, of her pof- 
ure the v.ar» the ifland of 
:n the Weft Indies, and the 
t:DC|a] in I'.fricj, with its 
ics and the forts on the 
I g'^.ve up a few di' rids 
: iniiics, as dL'pencencick on 
ryiand Kaiical; it agreed 
ore; he illanCs ot St. Lucia, 
'f and MiqucloHy and the 
Choree ; with P^ndichcrry, 
Mahe, Chaiidcrnagoic, and 
oire uf ^uiat, in tne Kail 
tiich htA been ^on^ucrqd 



from the Frcoeh during thewin Tor 
prevent difputes ab^ur bouudariea 19 
the Newfoundbnd fifhery, itw**i a* 
greed, that the French line for iiihin^ 
ihould begin from Cape St. Jt»hn oil 
the eattern iide and going round bf 
the North, (hculd have iur its bcun« 
dary Cape Kay on the Weftcri; fide % 
tnd Great Britain renouuccd -rrrf 
claim by former treat ici with icfpeft 
to the demolition (;f Duiikirk, Frar.^c 
on the otlKr hand waA to reftorc* ip 
Great Britain the iflundsof Granuda^ 
and the Grenadines, "^t Cbridopber's^ 
St. Vibccnt, Oominica» Nevis, and 
Montfcrnt ; and guarantied Fort 
James, ^nd the river Gambia, agreeing 
that the gum trade (hoDld remain ia 
the fame condition as before the war^ 
1 75 ^. The tUics of each (late in 'the 
Bait Indies were to be invittd to ac* 
cede to the pacification, but if thcf 
were avcrfc topeace, no affiftance oa 
cither fide was to b^ given to the;n. 

By the treaty with Spain, GreH 
Britain gave up to U>at power £aft 
Flotida, and alfo ceded Weft Flrrida^ 
and Minorca v/hich Spain had ti-kea 
during the war. To prevent all c^iufea 
of complaint andmii'undtrftanding for 
the future , it was agrrcd that Biitifli 
fubjcds fhcuU havL the right of cat* 
tin^ and carrying awa} logwood ia 
the diftiict lyii»g between the river 
Wallis or Bclhz", arid Kio Hondo* 
taking the courfe of the (aid livers for 
unalterable bttundaries. Spa 11 ar^iccd 
tortftore the idands of Providence^ 
and the Bahamas to Great Br'iain^ 
hutthty had been retaken DctorL* the 
peace was figncd. 

la the treaty vnth the United St:.tea 
cfAiiicricay the king of Great Bri- 
tain acknowledges New HampHiiie^ 
MpfTsciiufet's Bay, Rhode Ifland siud 
Provic^ente Planiatiunb, Connedlicut^ 
New York, New Jcifty, Pcniifyivania^ 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, bouth Carolina, and Geor^ii 
to Le/rrr, /mrr/^n, and indfpctuJeni 
J^atcSf and (or liimfeif, nis hc.rs and 
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the goternment, propriety, and ter- 
ritorial rights of the fame, aitd evcry 
part thereof. To pretent all difputes 
in future oa the fubjcd of boundanes 
fcctwecB the Hates and the remaining 
provinces to Grat Britain, Knei were 
^cry minutely drawn, which nill be 
Boticcd in the proper place, andfome 
iiiTOurable claufes were obtained for 
eke Loyalifts. The navigation of the 
Kifiiflippi to remain open to biith 
parties, as alio the Newfoundland 
l^'iflierieSft 

In the treaty wfth the Dutch great 
difficulties arole, but at length it was 
Ifcipuiated, that great ]hUatn fhoold 
rcitore Trincnmale in the ifland of Cey- 
lon, but the French had already taken 
U ; and that the Dutch fhould yield 
to us the town of Negapatnam, with 
its dependencies sa the liafl Indies, 
^itk liberty to treat for its reltztutiuo 
ea the point of aa equivalent. - 

Thus a period was pot to the moft 
calamitous and important war that had 
been waged (iiice thedifcovery of the 
Dew world, and in which Great Bri* 
tain loft the beft part of her American 
colonies, aa well as many thoufan'i 
valuable lives, and expended or fquan- 
dcred nearly i ^o mtlliuos ef money. 
*lhe terms of the peace were to manv 
a fubjcft of great regret ; but had the 
war continued, it would have been ne- 
ceffary to have borrowed annually 1 7 
xnllilons and a half, by which a million 
fcr aKiiiim^ would have been addeJ to 
the taxes, and zj millions at leall to 
the capital ot the public debt, accord- 
ing 10 theiifual modes of funding. 

Whatever llridures mav have been 
pafL'd upon the ternis agreed on be- 
tween Great Britain cind the other 
Lclligertnt power?, ihcte was a time 
when it was much doubted by the 
ge>;cj ality of people, both at home and 
a ro^d, whctlicr peace cuuld ever be 
puichufcd without making far greater 
itciifices. J'hough the cor.ccfliont 
Blade to the enemies of^this country 
might perhaps have bccu \eVi, vVvc^^ 
were by no mca&» ^guIkdit^^vWvkw^^ 



oat Europe a« difparaging to the Bri* 
tiih nation. It was thought, on the 
contrary, that the cor»icderacy, by 
dofmgfoicadily with them, bcira)cd 
their apprehii.lions of what migttt 
prove the con fiquenccs of conti..uMig 
noil ih ties, and tium that motive lv;- 
tcrmined to put a couclufion tu them, 
upon the moli favourable coiidiUcus 
tdey could procure. 

Such, it was judged, were the ria« 
fbns that induced them to enter :ui« 
negotiations tor peace, liudcr ihc cf- 
tcniiblc mediation of the limpet or uf 
Ctrmany, and theEnipvel;» ot KulTia. 

Theceflions made < n the part cf 
Great Britain, can Itanely be eli<.(m- 
ed worth the expence of but ot.'.- ytar'i 
war, cfpecially confideriiig the exiiaulU 
cd Itate ot the country and its reve- 
nues, andof the national fpii-it,throu^a 
the rage of parties and the lutt of 
ambition and power. But no luoner 
were the preliminary treaties with 
France and Spain, and the proviGosi- 
al articles whh America prelcnted to 
parliament, than they met with a 1 
violent cppofition, and were reprub-t- 
ed as highly injurious to the dig'iitr 
and intireiis of the nation. It wai 
contended on the othtr fide>that p t:cce 
was abfoluteh nccvfTary, and was cull- 
ed for by the people with an uhul;* 
mity and vigour that eould nc t b\. re* 
ixiicd ; that our ability tu fupport 10 
enormous an expence had no \c\:d 
foundation, but the reremies pre* 
carious and deluOvc ; that the «.cfo 
fion8,were the unavoidiiblc confequt'nce 
of the ruinous policy ol tlie forn,<.r ai* 
niiuillration in plunging; the nati >a 
into fuch a contclt ; uiid the cliar^^-f 
of niatntaintng Minorca, I'.all and W itl 
Vlorida, had been mLcillvc, lo t}.;^ 
their conferring them en i^j^^in wjs 
aburj!«.n to her rather tl'an an em< la- 
ment. The oljcdt of the war. us§ 
alfo at atv end, for the iudtpendu cy 
of America had been long bet'cre ic- 
congnifed by parhament — cwmmcrce 
vns declining daily, and the termA of 
^ ^t. \5i^^j&^ c^'^SiVkUxu^thc liuc ilare 
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%€ nation, were advantageous and 
Barable« and could only be oppofed 
iridc, or ignorancCf or fadlion, the 
& of party rage and ambitiowi in- 
c The addrebof uunkt for the 



peace was carried in the konfe of Lords 
bf a majority of 7s to 59i^but loft in 
the houfeof Commonibj a sudoritf 

of224t0 20S, 
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